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(e) ensure that the passengers remain seated when the school
vehicle is in motion;

(f) assist the school vehicle driver during unusual traffic
conditions and act as a lookout when reversing the school
vehicle;

(g) monitor and report passenger disruptive behaviour according
to procedures prescribed by the school or school transport
provider;

(h) assist the school vehicle driver in keeping the interior of the
school vehicle clean;

(i) assist the school vehicle driver with the post-trip inspection
to ensure that no passenger is left on board the school
vehicle at the end of the trip;

(j) provide the required special assistance to passengers with
disabilities; and

(k) where necessary, help passengers boarding or disembarking
from the school vehicle to cross the road and, where the
passengers are children, ensure their safety when crossing
the road.

PART VI—PROCEDURES FOR OPERATION OF SCHOOL
VEHICLES

21. (1) Each school transport provider shall ensure that school
vehicles only operate between 5:00 am and 10:00 pm.

(2) Where, due to the circumstances of the case, a school
transport vehicle is operated or is likely to be operated before 5:00 am
or after 10:00 pm, the school driver shall report to the nearest police
station and seek the written permission of the police officer in charge of
the station to continue to operate or to operate the vehicle before 5:00
am or after 10:00 pm, as the case may be.

22. No person, other than teachers, parents, guardians,
chaperones, school employees or staff, drivers-in-training or substitute
drivers, shall be permitted to ride in the school vehicle while students
are being transported.

23. The school vehicle driver shall ensure that the school vehicle
has come to complete standstill and positioned safely when passengers
are boarding or alighting from the school vehicle.
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24. (1) No person, including a student and any other passenger,
is permitted to ride outside a school vehicle or in any hazardous
location in or outside the vehicle.

(2) The school vehicle driver shall maintain discipline in the
school vehicle and report any case of disobedience or misconduct to the
school transport operator or school officials, as the case may be.

(3) The school vehicle driver shall not discharge any student from
the school vehicle for indiscipline except at the student’s home or
school and where the school vehicle so discharges a student, he or she
shall notify the school transport operator or school officials shall of
such action immediately.

25. The school vehicle driver shall only allow passengers to
board or disembark from the school vehicle at designated places and
shall allow a passenger to board or alight from the school vehicle at a
place other than a designated place only with the prior written
permission of the parent, guardian or relative caregiver and approval by
the school transport operator or designated school official.

26. (1) The school vehicle driver shall not stop the school
vehicle near the crest of a hill, on a curve in the road, or on any
upgrade or downgrade of severe inclination.

(2) When a school vehicle is stopped for the purpose of boarding
or alighting of passengers, the school vehicle driver shall always stop
the school vehicle on the left side of the road and as far off the paved or
main travelled portion of the road as the condition of the shoulder
permits.

27. (1) No person, other than the school vehicle driver, shall be
permitted to occupy the driver’s seat at any time, whether the school
vehicle is in motion or is stationary.

(2) No child under the age of twelve years of age shall be
permitted to sit in the front passenger seat of a school vehicle unless the
seat is equipped with proper child restraints.

28. The school vehicle driver shall ensure that the school vehicle
doors are closed and in the latched position while the school vehicle is
in motion.

29. The school vehicle driver shall not—

(a) leave the driver’s seat while the engine is running; or
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(b) leave the key in the ignition switch.

30. The school transport provider shall ensure that undesirable
materials, including posters depicting cigarette or alcohol
advertisements or pornography, are not depicted inside or outside the
school vehicle.

31. The school vehicle driver and school vehicle attendant shall
ensure that the school vehicle’s aisle and exits are kept clear of any
obstructions.

32. The school vehicle driver and school vehicle attendant shall
ensure that each passenger is seated whenever the school vehicle is in
motion.

33. The Authority may conduct safety and compliance checks on
school transport providers, school vehicles, school vehicle drivers and
school vehicle attendants at any time to confirm compliance with the
Act, these Rules and any relevant written law.

34. (1) The school vehicle driver shall stop when the stop signal
arm has been extended and the red-light indicators on the uppermost
part of the front and rear sides of the school vehicle are flashing.

(2) Any school driver who fails to stop commits an offence and
upon conviction shall be liable to the suspension of the school vehicle
driver’s licence for a period of at least six months.

PART VII—USE OF MOTORCYCLES TO TRANSPORT SCHOOL-
GOING CHILDREN

35. (1) Any motorcycle rider carrying a school-going child
school shall —

(a) use the prescribed protective gear; and

(b) provide and ensure that the school-going child is wearing the
prescribed protective gear.

(2) The motorcycle rider shall ensure that any school-going child
carried on a motorcycle does not have any luggage in the child’s hands
and that any luggage is carried in the motorcycle carrier or in a
backpack.

(3) The motorcycle rider shall not carry any other luggage unless
inside the motorcycle carrier when transporting a school-going child.
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PART VIII—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

36. A person aggrieved by a licensing decision of the Authority — Appeals.
taken under these Rules may within fourteen days of receiving the
decision appeal to the Transport Licensing Appeals Board.

37. (1) A person who contravenes any provision of these Rules  Offences and
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding ~ Penalties.
twenty thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
six months or both.

(2) The Authority may, where the convicted person is a school
vehicle driver, in addition to any other penalty prescribed under these
Rules, suspend the driving licence of the convicted person for a period
not exceeding six months.

FIRST SCHEDULE [rr.5(1),6(2),8(1)]

Fees

S/No. | No.of passengers New application (Ksh.) Renewal (Kshs)
1. 7 or 8 (Including school | 2,750 2,750

vehicle driver)
2. 9to 18 3,250 3250
3 19 to 25 3,750 3,750
4. 26 and above 4250 4250
S PSV badge 1,000 1,000
6. Short-term school 3,000 —

vehicle road licence
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SECOND SCHEDULE [r. 12(i)]
List of standards for school vehicles

S/No. Standard Description

l. KS 2295-1 Maximum road speed limiters for motor vehicles,
Part 1: Performance and installation requirements

2. KS 2295-2 Maximum road speed limiters for motor vehicles,
Part 2: Specification for system and component
requirements

3. KS 372 Road vehicle — Passenger vehicle body constructions
— Specifications

4. KS 2092 First aid kit - Specification

S. KS 2517 Portable fire extinguishers and fire blankets

6. DKS 924 Specification for motor vehicle chevrons, decals and
strips

7. KS 1820: 2005 Retro-reflective marking tapes for commercial
vehicles and their trailers

8. KNWA 3006:2024 | Vehicle telematics

9. KS 2295:2023 Speed limiters
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THIRD SCHEDULE [rr. 12(f)(ii), 13(1)]
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Figure 1 Characteristics of Stop Signal Device
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Made on the 9th February, 2026.
DAVIS CHIRCHIR,

Cabinet Secretary for Roads and Transport.
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LEGAL NOTICE NoO. 12
THE TRAFFIC ACT

(Cap.403)
THE TRAFFIC (DRINK-DRIVING) RULES, 2026
ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS
Regulation.
1 —Citation.
2 —Interpretation.
3 —Prescribed limits.
4— Alcohol tests.
5—Use of breathalysers.
6—Blood and urine samples.
7—Refusal to provide specimens.

8 —Revocation.



Kenya Subsidiary Legislation, 2026

95

THE TRAFFIC ACT

(Cap. 403)

IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred by section 119(1)(na) of
the Traffic Act, the Cabinet Secretary for Roads and Transport makes
the following Rules—

THE TRAFFIC (DRINK-DRIVING) RULES, 2026

1. These Rules may be cited as the Traffic (Drink-Driving)
Rules, 2026.

2. Inthese Rules, unless the context otherwise requires —

“alcohol test” means a test conducted for the purposes of
obtaining an indication of the proportion of alcohol in a person’s blood
by way of a breath test, urine test or blood test;

“blood alcohol concentration” means the concentration of alcohol
in a person’s blood measured in terms of mass per volume as may be
expressed in different units and notations determined by the Cabinet
Secretary for the purpose of determining the degree of intoxication of a
person;

“breathalyser” means a devise of a type approved by the Kenya
Bureau of Standards used for the purposes of measuring blood alcohol
concentration from a specimen of breath provided by the person;

“breath test” means a test for the purpose of obtaining blood
alcohol concentration from a specimen of breath provided by the
person through a breathalyser;

“drink-driving” means the act of driving, operating, being in
charge of or taking control of a motor vehicle on a public road or other
public place or attempting to drive, operate, be in charge of or take
control of a motor vehicle on a public rod or other public place after
having consumed alcohol to a degree beyond the prescribed limit;

“medical practitioner” has the meaning assigned to it in section 2
of the Medical Practitioners and Dentists Act; and

“specimen” means a portion or quantity of a sample of breath,
blood or urine for use in an alcohol test.

3. For the purposes of sections 44(1) and 45(1) of the Act, the
prescribed limit of blood alcohol concentration shall be the maximum
permissible limit of blood alcohol concentration—

Citation.
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(a) in the case of drivers of public service vehicles, commercial
vehicles or school transport vehicles—

(1) 00 microgrammes of alcohol in 100 millilitres of
breath:

(i1)) 00 microgrammes of alcohol in 100 millilitres of
blood; or

(ii1) 00 microgrammes of alcohol in 100 millilitres of urine;
and

(b) in the case of drivers, other than drivers of public service
vehicles, commercial vehicles or school transport vehicles —

(1) 35 microgrammes of alcohol in 100 millilitres of
breath;

(11)) 80 microgrammes of alcohol in 100 millilitres of
blood; or

(1i1) 107 microgrammes of alcohol in 100 millilitres of
urine.

4. (1) Where a police officer in uniform suspects a person of
drink driving, the police officer may require the suspected person to
provide a specimen for the purpose of conducting an alcohol test.

(2) If a road traffic accident occurs due to the presence of a motor
vehicle on a public road or other public place, a police officer in
uniform may require the person whom the police officer has reasonable
cause to believe was driving, attempting to drive, operating or being in
charge of the motor vehicle at the time of the accident to provide a
specimen for the purpose of conducting an alcohol test.

(3) Where a police officer in uniform suspects that a person who
was involved in a road traffic accident who is in a hospital as a patient
was driving, attempting to drive, operating or being in charge of the
motor vehicle at the time of the accident, the police officer may require
that suspected person to provide a specimen for the purpose of
conducting an alcohol test.

(4) A request under sub-rule (3) shall be in writing and addressed
to the suspected persona and the medical practitioner in charge of the
suspected person.

(5) A specimen shall not be provided under sub-rule (3) if the
medical practitioner in charge of the suspected person—

Alcohol tests.
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(a) has not been given prior notice by the police officer of the
requirement to provide the specimen; and

(b) objects to the provision of the specimen if the provision of
the specimen would be prejudicial to the proper care and
treatment of the suspected person.

(6) Where a specimen is provided under sub-rule (3), the
specimen shall be collected by a trained medical practitioner and in
accordance with the relevant written law and approved medical
protocols in force in Kenya.

5. (1) The Cabinet Secretary may, in consultation with the
Kenya Bureau of Standards, approve the use by policemen in uniform
of breathalysers for the collection of specimens from persons suspected
of drink-driving for the purpose of conducting alcohol tests.

(2) Each breathalyser used for the collection of specimens for the
purpose of conducting alcohol tests shall be of a type that has been
approved by the Kenya Bureau of Standards.

(3) Where a police officer in uniform uses a breathalyser to
collect a specimen for the purpose of conducting an alcohol test, the
police officer shall ensure that at each instance of the use of the
breathalyser, the specimen is collected using a single breathalyser straw
for each person from whom a specimen is required.

(4) A police officer in uniform using a breathalyser to collect a
specimen for the purpose of conducting an alcohol test shall ensure that
the breathalyser has been calibrated in accordance with the
manufacturer’s directions and keep a written schedule of the
calibration.

(5) A police officer giving evidence in court in respect of any
specimen that was collected through the use of a breathalyser on which
an alcohol test was conducted may be required by the court to provide
the schedule of calibration of the breathalyser when providing evidence
in court in respect of the breathalyser.

(6) No police officer shall collect specimens through a
breathalyser for the purpose of conducting alcohol tests unless that
police officer has been trained and certified in the use of the
breathalyser.

6. Where it is necessary for a blood sample or a urine sample to
be provided by a person suspected of driving, attempting to drive,
operating, taking charge or being in charge of a motor vehicle in a
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public road or a public place after having consumed alcohol in such
quantity that the blood alcohol concentration exceeds the prescribed
limit, such sample shall be collected by a medical practitioner in the
presence of a police officer in uniform.

7. A person—

(a) who is suspected of driving, attempting to drive, operating,
taking charge or being in charge of a motor vehicle in a
public road or a public place after having consumed alcohol
in such quantity that the blood alcohol concentration exceeds
the prescribed limit; and

(b) who refuses to provide a specimen when requested to do so
by a police officer in uniform,

commits an offence and shall be liable, on conviction, to the
penalty prescribed in the Act.

8. The Traffic (Drink-Driving) Rules, 2024, are revoked.

Made on the 9th February, 2026.
DAVIS CHIRCHIR,
Cabinet Secretary for Roads and Transport.
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