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A.

PRELIMINARIES

Establishment and Mandate of the Committee

The Standing Committee on Health is established pursuant to Standing Order 228(3) of
the Senate Standing Orders and is mandated, pursuant to the Fourth Schedule to the
Senate Standing Orders to consider all matters relating to medical services, public health,
and sanitation.
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Functions of the Committee

Pursuant to Standing Order 228(3), the Committee functions to —

a)

b)

investigate, inquire into, and report on all matters relating to the mandate,
management, activities, administration and operations of its assigned ministries
and departments;

study the programme and policy objectives of its assigned ministries and
departments, and the effectiveness of the implementation thereof:

study and review all legislation referred to it;

study, assess and analyze the success of the ministries and departments assigned to
it as measured by the results obtained as compared with their stated objectives;

consider the Budget Policy Statement in line with Committee’s mandate;

report on all appointments where the Constitution or requires the Senate to
approve;

make reports and recommendations to the Senate as often as possible, including
recommendations of proposed legislation:

consider reports of Commissions and Independent Offices submitted to the Senate
pursuant to the provisions of Article 254 of the Constitution;

examine any statements raised by Senators on a matter within its mandate; and

follow up and report on the status of implementation of resolutions within their
mandate.

. Government Agencies and Departments

In exercising its mandate, the Committee oversees the County Governments, the Ministry
of Health and its various Semi-Autonomous Government Agencies (SAGAs).
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CHAIRPERSON’S FOREWORD

- The right to petition Parliament is provided for under Article 119 of the Constitution
which states that, “Every person has a right to petition Parliament to consider any matter
within its authority, including enacting, amending or repealing any legislation.
Parliament shall make provision for the procedure for the exercise of this right.”

At the sitting of the Senate held on 31¢ May, 2023, a petition by Mr. Jafar Muhsin Kasay
and others on the management and use of Kenyatta University Teaching, Referral and
Research Hospital by medical students of Kenyatta University was tabled before the
House and committed to the Standing Committee on Health.

A. The Petition

In the Petition, the petitioners averred that, despite Kenyatta University (KU) starting
Kenyatta University Teaching, Referral and Research Hospital (KUTRRH) as a
university hospital, it was established as a stand-alone parastatal vide Legal Notice No. 4
of 2019. This was reported to have put in jeopardy the entire medical education fraternity
at the university, and disrupted the realization of its intended objectives.

The petitioners further averred that even though the facility was fully functional, lecturers
and medical students from Kenyatta University had been denied access to it by the
hospital management, and had been forced to rely on Kiambu Level 5 Hospital for
teaching and learning. It was the position of the petitioners that Kiambu Level 5 Hospital

was unsuitable for this purpose on the basis of long distance (40 km), congestion and
under-resourcing.

The Petitioners therefore prayed that -

a) The Senate intervenes in the matter through the relevant Committee, with a view
to ensuring that full access to KUTRRH be granted to Kenyatta University
medical students, to utilize the hospital for their learning purpose.

b) The Senate recommends that Legal Notice No. 4 of 2019, which recognizes
KUTRRH as a stand-alone parastatal, be revoked.

¢) KUTRRH be reverted to a university hospital for use by the students in the
College of Health Sciences.

B. Committee Proceedings

In conducting its inquiry into the Petition, at sittings held on diverse dates, the Committee
held meetings with the Petitioners; the Ministry of Health; the Ministry of Education; the
the Ministry of Planning and the National Treasury; Office of the Attorney General; the
State Corporations Advisory Committee (SCAC); KU; KUTRRH; and, the Universities’



8. The Commission on University Education, the State Corporations Advisory
Committee and the Kenya Medical Practitioners and Dentists Council act 10
“ensure that outstanding governance issues at Kenyatta University. are addressed
with a view to ensuring the provision of the highest attainable standard and quality
of medical training to its students.

A comprehensive summary of the Committee’s findings, observations and
recommendations in relation to the case have been included in the body of the report for
reference.
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