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Key Entity Information and Management

Background information

The Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD) was established under the Veterinary
Paraprofessionals (VSVP) Act 2011, (Veterinary Medicines Directorate) (Amendment)
Regulations 2023). The entity is domiciled in Kenya. The VMD Regulations, 2015
operationalized the entity. The operationalization of VMD implements the National Livestock
Policy as contained in Sessional Paper No. 2 of May 2008, which provides for the separation
of the management of veterinary medicines from that of humans.

VMD have four departments in its structure. The departments include- product registration,
inspectorate and Pharmacovigilance, trade affairs, and administration and finance.

The management of the entity is vested on a Council appointed under the stated regulations.
Principal Activities

The vision of the institution is to be a world class regulatory body promoting the responsible,
safe and effective use of veterinary medicines and other animal health products.

The mission is to protect public and animal health, the environment and promote animal welfare
by assuring the safety, quality and effectiveness of veterinary medicines and other animal health
Inputs.

Mandate

It’s mandate is to regulate the manufacture, importation, exportation, registration, distribution,
prescription and ~ dispensing of veterinary medicines and the practice of veterinary pharmacy
in Kenya

Vision

To be a world class regulatory body promoting the responsible, safe and effective use of quality
Veterinary Medicines and other animal health products.

Mission

To protect public and animal health, the environment and promote animal welfare by assuring
the safety, quality and effectiveness of veterinary medicines and other animal health inputs. This
will be achieved through proportionate risk-based regulation provision of high-quality services
Core Values

VMD in executing its mandate is guided the following core values:

Professionalism

Integrity

Effectiveness

Commitment

Teamwork

Meritocracy

Inclusivity
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The functions of VMD are:

Formulation and enforcement of quality assurance standards in the manufacture, distribution
and use of veterinary medicines in order to safeguard human, animal and environmental
health;

In consultation with the Directorate of Veterinary Services, regulate the use of veterinary
medicines for the treatment of animals under the Animal Diseases Act;

Consideration of applications for approval of market authorization of veterinary medicines;
Setting quality assurance standards for training in the management of veterinary medicines as
directed by the Kenya Veterinary Board;

Collaboration with the Kenya Veterinary Board in regulating training in the management of
veterinary medicines;

Inspection and approval of premises in which the manufacture, sale or supply of veterinary
medicines is conducted;

Appointment and gazettement of veterinary medicine inspectors;

Establishing Standard Operating Procedures for veterinary medicines’ inspectors;
Regulation of veterinary pharmacy practices;

. Categorization of veterinary medicines and qualifications of persons authorized to trade in

each category and reviewing the categories every five years;

. Regulation of clinical and non-clinical trials of veterinary medicines by individuals or

institutions;

Regulation of the manufacture, importation, exportation, handling, advertisement, labeling,
sale and disposal of veterinary medicines;

Registration of all veterinary medicines manufactured or imported for use in the country or
exported from the country;

Monitoring the market and taking measures necessary for the elimination of trade in illegal
and counterfeit veterinary medicines;

Establishment of systems of pharmaco-vigilance and conducting pharmaco-vigilance of
veterinary medicines through regular inspections and surveys;

Enforcement of Good Manufacturing Practices for veterinary medicines as approved by the
Council;

Development, application and review of guidelines for inspection and ensuring compliance
with Good Manufacturing Practices;

Ensuring the promotion and marketing of veterinary medicines in accordance with the
approved product information;

Publication on annual basis of a notice in the Kenya Gazette inviting the public to note and
inspect the register of veterinary medicines and the list of approved veterinary practices within
such period and at such place as may be specified in the notice;

Considering, granting, issuing or revoking authorization and certification in accordance with
the Regulations;

Collaboration with other regulatory agencies including the Public Health (Standards) Board
in Section 27 of the Food, Drugs and Chemical Substances Act, the Pest Control Products
Board established under Section 5 of the Pest Control Products Act and the Central Board of
Health established under Section 3 of the Public Health Act to carry its mandate and
Undertaking any other necessary action for effective carrying out of the Directorate’s mandate
under the Veterinary Surgeons and Veterinary Paraprofessionals Act or any other Act.
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(¢) Key Management

The Veterinary Medicines Directorate day-to-day management is under the following key
organs:

1. Council Chairman Dr. Obadiah N. Njagi

. CEO Dr. Jane N. Njiru

3. Head of product registration Dr. Kenneth Otieno Orengo

4. Head of Inspectorate and Pharmacovigilance; | Dr. Emily Muema, PhD
Trade

6. Head of Procurement Mrs Emily Githingi

7. Head Human Resource Mrs. Getrude Jeruto

8. Head internal Auditor Mr. James Mwangu Resa

(d) Fiduciary Management
The key management personnel who held office during the financial year ended 30" June 2023

and who had direct fiduciary responsibility were:

1 CEO Dr. Jane N. Njiru
2 Head of product registration Dr. Kenneth Otieno Orengo
3 Head of Inspectorate and | Dr. Emily Muema, PhD
Pharmacovigilance; Trade
4. Head of Accounts Mr. Dennis Mburu Karanja
5 Head of Procurement Mrs Emily Githingi
6 Head Human Resource Mrs. Getrude Jeruto
1. Head internal Auditor Mr. James Mwangu Resa
8 Head Information and Communication | Mr. Christopher Kioko
' Technology

(e) Fiduciary Oversight Arrangements

Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD) operates under the following committees: -

¢ Veterinary Medicines Registration Committee
¢ Administration and Finance Committee

¢ Audit and Risk Management Committee

% Ad Hoc Committee
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[Veterlnary Medicines Directorate Headquarters
P.O. BOX 66171-00800
Pest Control Products Board Plaza
Off Waiyaki Way
Westlands, Nairobi

(f) Veterinary Medicines Directorate Contacts

‘ Telephone: (254)0743795395
E-mail: info@vmd.go ke
Website: www.vmnd.go. ke
tg) Veterinary Medicines Directorate Bankers

National Bank of Kenya

Westlands Branch

P.O. Box 1613-00606

Nairobi, Kenya

&h) Independent Auditors
Auditor-General

Office of the Auditor General
Anniversary Towers, University Way
P.O. Box 30084

GPO 00100

Nairobi, Kenya

}i) Principal Legal Adviser

The Attorney General

State Law Office and Department of Justice
Harambee Avenue

P.O. Box 40112

City Square 00200

Nairobi, Kenya

Nairobi, Kenya
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2. The Board of Directors/Council

it
Dr. Obadiah N Njagi, PhD,
oGW

Veterinary Surgeon, Director
of Veterinary Services and
Chairman Veterinary
Medicines Council- BVM,
MSC, PhD

Born on the 12" day of December 1963, Dr. Njagi has served
in the Directorate of Veterinary Services, State Department
for Livestock in various capacities for over 30 years since
graduating with a Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine in 1988.
He holds a Master’s degree in veterinary pathology and a
PhD in veterinary immune-parasitology from the University
of Nairobi and Technical University-Dresden, Germany with
several publications in veterinary science. He has undergone
several development, public policy and leadership trainings.

He has served as Director in several Boards of state
corporations; Pest Control Products Board, Pharmacy and
Poisons Board, Kenya Meat Commission, Kenya Animal
Genetics Resource Centre, Kenya Tsetse and Trypanomiasis
Eradication Council, Veterinary Medicines Council and the
New KCC.

He has contributed significantly in development of the
veterinary service both in Kenya and the EA region. He is
most credited for his focused leadership in the national roll-
out of the East Coast fever vaccine and development of the
Mutual Recognition Process (MRP) for registration of
immunological veterinary products (IVPs) in the EAC.

He is currently the Director of Veterinary Services/Chief
Veterinary officer, official delegate for Kenya to the World
Organization for Animal Health (OIE) and the Chairman,
Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD)

He hails from Embu county and is a father of one daughter.

Dr. Josiah M. Mandieka,

Veterinary Surgeon, BVM,
MSC

Dr. Josiah Mandieka was born on 17™ September, 1959. He
graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in Veterinary Medicine
from the of University of Nairobi.

He also has an MSC from Canada. He worked in the public
Service from 1987 to 1998 rising to the position of the
District Veterinary Officer. Thereafter he joined the
Veterinary Pharmaceutical Industry where he has served to
date.

He has previously served as a chairman of Kenya
Veterinary Association, Kenya Veterinary Privatisation
Scheme and Veterinarians with a Mission Programme
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He is the Current Managing Director of the Ultimate
Vetserve LTD, a Veterinary Pharmaceutical Company.
He is among the three veterinary surgeons required by

VSVP(VMD) Regulations, 2015.

¥ l »
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Dr. John Wilberforce
Muchibi

Dr. John Wilberforce Muchibi holds a Bachelor of
veterinary medicine from the university of Nairobi and a
post graduate diploma in marketing, The Chartered Institute
of Marketing.

He’s an accomplished leader with extensive, more than 30
years’ experience in the Veterinary Pharmaceutical industry
in Kenya and east Africa

His roles have included market and product development
which has exposed to Veterinary products registration
processes across the East African region.

He has worked for years with Veterinary drugs regulators in
the region including the Pharmacy and Poison’s Board.

He is among the three veterinary surgeons required by

VSVP(VMD) Regulations, 2015.
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Mr. Douglas Wangai Gitonga
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Mr. Douglas Wangai Gitonga holds a Bsc Degree in Animal
Health Management from Egerton University and a
Certificate in artificial insemination from ADC A.I training
school Kitale. He is a member of Kenya association of
livestock technicians Egerton and member of KASPA.
Coastal and Eastern region sale representative for ultravetis
and Bimeda respectively.

He is the Current Eastern region area sales manager Bimeda
Limited.

He is One veterinary technologist required by VSVP(VMD)
Regulations, 2015.

An Associate Professor and the Chairman of Public Health

Pharmacology and Toxicology, Faculty of Veterinary

. Medicine, University of Nairobi. He holds an earned PhD,

MSC and BVM

He has administrative experience including leadership at the
university and professional association. He has 30 years of
professional experience. During teaching and instruction, he
has provided academic leadership teaching both
undergraduate and postgraduate students, organising and
guiding research programs.
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