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PREFACE

Mr. Speaker Sir,

The constitutional lmplementation oversight committee is established under Section 4

of the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution with the mandate of overseeing the

implementation of the constitution, The Constitution requires that the Committee shall:

(a) receive regular reports from the Commission on the Implementation of the

ConstitutionontheimplementationoftheConstitutionincludinSrePorts
concerning -

(i) the preparation of the legislation required- by the Constitution and any

challenges in that regard:

(ii) the process of establishing the new commisiilcns:

(iii)theprocessofestablishingtheinfrastructurenecessaryforproperoPeration
ofeachcountyinc|udinSProsressonlocatingofficesandassembliesand
establishment and transfers of staff:

(iv) the devolution of powers and functions

legislation contemplated in section l5 of

Constitution; and

(v) any other impedimentt to the process of implementing this Constitution;

coordinate with the Attorney Ceneral' the Commission on the lmplementation of

the Constitution and relevant parliamentary committees to ensure the timely

introduction and passage of the legislation required by the Constitution; and

(c) take apProPriate action5 on the reports including addressing any problems in the

implementation of the Constitution'

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

The committee was constituted by the House on 5'h october,20lo and it comprises the

following members:

l. The Hon. Hussein Mohammed AbdilOdir' M P'

2. The Hon. Millie Odhiambo. M.P'

3. The Hon. Beth Mugo' ECH' M.P.

4. The Hon. Chirau Ali Mwakwere, ECH' M'P

5. The Hon. Martha Wangari Karua, ECH, M P'

6. The Hon. Ekwee Ethuro' EBS, M'P'

7. The Hon. (Prof.) Phillip Kaloki' M.P'

8. The Hon. (Dr') Kilemi Mwiria, M'P'

9. The Hon. (Dr') Eseli Simiyu' M.P.

lO. The Hon. (Dr.) Joyce Laboso' M.P.

to the counties u nder

the Sixth Schedule to

Chairperson

Vice-Chairperson

the

the

(b)
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'll. The Hon. Charles Kilonzo, M.P.

12. The Hon. Cecily Mbarire. M.P.

I3. The Hon. Moriasi Ombui, M.P.

14. The Hon. Amina Abdalla, M.P.

15. The Hon. David M. Ngugi. M.P.

16. The Hon. Ababu Namwamba, M.P.
.l7. 

The Hon. Danson Mwazo, M.P.

IB. The Hon. Sophia Abdi, M.P.

19. The Hon. Joseph Kasaine Nkaiserry' M.P.

2O.The Hon. Charles Onyancha' M.P.

21. The Hon. Alfred Khang'ati, M.P.

22.The Hon. John Mbadi, M.P.

23. The Hon. Elizabeth Ongoro, M.P.

24. fhe Hon. Rev. Julius Murgor, M.P'

25. The Hon. Lucas K. Chepkitony' M.P.

26. fhe Hon. Benedict Fondo Cunda' M.P.

27. fhe Hon. Rachel Shebesh, M.P.

Mr. Speaker Sir,

Article 256 of the Conrtitution provides that:-

256 (l) A bill to amend the Constitution -
(a) May be introduced in either House of Parliament:

(b) May not address any other matter apart from consequential

amendments to legitlation arising from the Bill:

(c) Shall not be called for second reading in either House within the ninety

dayr after reading of the firtt reading of the Bill in that House;

(d) Shalt have been passed by Parliament when each House of Parliament

has passed the Bilt, in both its second and third readings, by not less than

two-thirdt of all the members of that Houre.

(2) Partiament shall publicire any Bill to amend thit conttitution, and facilitate

public discussion about the Bill.

I
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The conrtitution of Kenya (Amendment) Bill, 20ll was published on l9'h october,2ol'l

and it supersedes the Bill published on the 2ln September, 2011 bearing the same title.

The Bill was Read a First time in the House on Wednesday 23'd November, 2011'
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Mr. Speaker Sir,

TheConstitutionofKenya(Amendment)Bill,2ollseekstoaddressthree(3)keyissues
namely: -

i). The Date of the next General Elections and the end of the term of the current

Parliament. (Clauses 6- ll)

The Bill proposes to amend Articles ror(r). r36(2) (a), 177(l) (a) and 180(1) of the

Constitutionbyamendingthedatetoclarifyandsettleallcontroversysurrounding
the date for future Seneral elections'

The Bill also proposes to amend sections 9(1) and lO of the Sixth Schedule to the

Constitution to clarify the date of the first elections under the Constitution'

ii).Cender pariry and equity in elective positions and more specifically in the National

Assembly and the Senate' (Clautes 3 - 5)'

The Bill aims at giving full effect to Articles 27 (8) and 81(b) which provides that not

more than two-third' of the members of elective public bodies shall be of the same

The Bill proposes to amend Article 97 on the composition of the National Assembly

by inserting a new clause (l) (ba) and clauses (lA) and (1B) to Provide for the

realization of and implementation of Articles 27 (B) and 81(b) of the Constitution'

The Bill also proposes to amend Article 98 on the composition of the Senate by

inserting a new clause (i) (ba) and clauses (1A) and (lB) to provide for the number

of special seat membert necessary to ensure that not more than two-thirds of the

membership of the Senate are of the same gender'

iii).The time when delimitation of boundaries will take effect for purposes of the first

general elections under the Constitution' (Ctauses 2 & 12)

The Bill Proposes to amend Article 89 (9) of the Constitution to clarify the date on

which the names and details of the delimited boundaries come into effect'

gender

The Bill also ProPoses to

Constitution to clarifY the t

for purposes of the first gen

amend section 27 (3) of the Sixth Schedule to the

ime when the delimitation of boundaries will take effect

eral elections under the Constitution'
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The enactment of this Act shall occasion additional expenditure of public funds,

which shall be provided for in the estimates.

Mr. Speaker Sir,

The Committee held a joint sittinS with the Departmental committee on Justice and

Legal Affairs on I4,h Februa ry, 2012 and with advice from the Speaker of the National

Assembly resolved to have Public Hearings held on 27th February. 2012 in Twenty Three

(23) centres. A paid advertisement was Put uP in the local dailies informing the public to

prepare and attend the hearings. The Committee also sought the assistance of Members

of the Liaison Committee and other Members of Parliament. Members of the public also

presented written memoranda on the Bill.

The twenty three (23) centres across the country where the public hearings were

scheduled to take place are as follows:-

COUNTY VENUE DATE

Carissa Garissa MuniciPal Hall Monday 27'h FebruarY, 2012

Wajir and Mandera Wajir MuniciPal Hall Monday 27'h February, 2012

Lamu. Tana River and Kilifi Malindi MuniciPal Hall Monday 27th F ebruary, 2012

Mombasa and Kwale Mombasa MuniciPal Hall Monday 27'h February, 20'12

Taita/Taveta Voi Municipal Hall Monday 27th February, 2012

Machakos. Makueni and Kitui Machakos MuniciPal Hall Monday 27'h February, 20'12

M"ru. Embu, Tharaka-Nithi and

lsiolo

Meru Municipal Hall Monday 27rh February, 2012

Marsabit Mariabit Municipal Hall Monday 27rh February, 20'12

Nyeri and KirinYaga Nyeri Municipal Hall Monday 27'n February, 2012

Kiambu and Murang'a Thika Municipal Hall Monday 27'h F ebruary, 2012

Nyandarua, LaikiPia and Samburu Nyahururu MuniciPal Hall Monday 27rh February, 2012

Nakuru. and B aringo Nakuru MuniciPal Hall Monday 27'h February, 2Ol2

West Pokot and Trans Nzoia Kitale Municipal Hall Monday 27'h February, 2O12

uasin 6ishu, ElgeYo/Marakwet

Nandi

and Eldoret Municipal Hall Monday 27'h February, 2012

Narok and Kajiado Narok Municipal Hall Monday 27ih February, 2012

R.Ponol.hccon'dl,donollnpl.n.ntodonov.lslghtcot'milt..onPublichcodngsonth.constlllddnoJKen,a(Anendmenl)Blll'2011
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County Hall, Parliament

B uildings

Mr. Speaker Sir,

TheCommitteeconductedhearingsinallcentres.However'duetolastminutelogistical
challenges the hearings scheduled for Wajir did not take place' During the hearings'

variedreasonsweregivenbythePublicinbothoralandinwritten'lnsupportand
againtt the Bill.

Mr. Speaker Sir.

The following Members attended the public hearing in the designated centres:-

1. The Hon. Hussein Mohammed Abdikadir' M'P'

2. The Hon. Charles OnYancha' M.P.

3. The Hon. Moriasi Ombui, M.P'

4. The Hon. Lucas ChePkitony, M. P

5. The Hon. David Koech' M.P

6. The Hon. CYPrian Omollo, M. P

7. The Hon. Elijah Lagat' M.P

8. The Hon. Eseli SimiYu. MP

9. The Hon. Charles Keter' MP

10. The Hon. Joshua KutunY' MP and

11. The Hon. Benjamin Washiali, MP
.l2. The Hon. Ekwee Ethuro' MP
.l3. The Hon. Mutava MusYimi. M.P
'I4. The Hon. Mithika Linturi' M.P

15. The Hon. AIex Mburi Mwiru' M.P
,l6. 

The Hon. Abdul Bahari Ali' M.P

Monday 27'h February, 2012Lodwar MuniciPal HallTurkana

Monday 27'6 F ebruary, 2012Kericho MuniciPal HallKericho and Bomet

Monday 27'\ F ebruary, 2O1 2Kisumu MuniciPal HallKisumu and Siaya

Monday 27'h February, 2Ol2Kisii Municipal HallKisii and Nyamira

Monday 27'h FebruarY, 2012Homa Bay MuniciPal HallHoma Bay and Migori

Monday 27'h February' 2Ol2Kakamega MuniciPal HallKakamega and Vihiga

Monday 27'h February' 2012Bungoma MuniciPal HallBungoma and Busia

Monday 27'6 February ' 2012
Nairobi City

Reportollheconslltutlonoltfrplenenlolionogedghtcomfitlc.onpubli.h.orlngsonthecanslitltionoIK.nyo(Afi.ndnent)BilL2a11
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17. The Hon. Silas Muriuki Ruteere, M.P

18. The Hon. Dr. Nuh Nassir, MP

19. The Hon. Cideon Mung'aro, MP

20.The Hon. Ababu Namwamba, M.P

21. The Hon. Alfred Khangati. M.P

22.The Hon. Fred Kapondi. M.P

23.The Hon. Bifrvoli Wakoli. M'P

24.The Hon. Chachu 6anYa, MP

25.The Hon. Joseph Lekuton, M.P.

26.The Hon. David Ngugi, M'P.

27.The Hon. Raphael Letimalo. M.P.

28.The Hon. Danson Mwazo. M.P.

29.The Hon. Thomas Mwadeghu, MP.

30.The Hon. J. Nkaissery, M.P.

31. The Hon. Nkoidila ole Lankas, M.P.

32.The Hon. 6eorge NYamweYa, M.P.

33.The Hon. Jeremiah Kioni, M.P.

34.The Hon. Alfred Odhiambo, M.P.

35.The Hon. Kabando wa Kabando' M.P.

36.The Hon. Andrew C. Mwatela' M.P.

37.The Hon. (Eng.) James Rege, M.P'

38.The Hon. Hassan Joho, M.P.

39.The Hon. Eugene Wamalwa, M'P

40.The Hon. Boaz Kaino, M.P

41. The Hon. Justus Kizito, M.P

42.The Hon. David Were, M.P.

43.The Hon. Alfred 5ambu, M.P.

44.The Hon. Amina Abdalla, M.P.

45.The Hon. Charles Kilonzo, M.P.

46.The Hon. Aden KeYnan, M.P.

47.The Hon. John Mututho, M'P.

48.The Hon. (Dr.) K. MunYaka, M.P.

49.The Hon. Nemesyus Warugongo' M.P'

50.The Hon. Joseph Magwanga' M.P

5]. The Hon. John Pesa, M.P

R.port oJ thc Cootdn)dondt tl1lpl.h.htodon ov.,stght co,lll,t.t c oh prbttt h2ottngs on .h. Cantdrudon ol tknvo (Anchdn.n.) f]tll, 2011 P a g e 6
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Mr. Speaker Sir,

ltijmypleasantdutyandprivilege.onbehalfofConstitutionallmplementation
oversight committee and the Departmental committee on Justice and Legal Affairs to

present this report on the public hearings on the constitution of Kenya (Amendment)

Bill. 20il.

SI6NED
HON. HUssEIN H

(cHA PERS

IR, M.P.

DATE d.II>ot^t-
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2.O PUBLIC HEARINCS ON THE CONSTITUTION OF KENYA

(AMENDMENT) BILL,2OI2

2.I.0 KISII AND NYAMIRA COUNTIES

The public gave their views on the three key issues as below:-

2.1.1 The Date of the next General Elections and the end of the term of the current

Parliament. (Clauses 6 - ll)

The public suPported the amendment citing the following reasont:

i. Delimitation of boundaries is a thorny issue that cannot be completed before

August. 2012.

ii. lndependent Electoral and Boundaries Commission would not be ready with voter

register bY August' 2012.

iii. lndependent Electoral and Boundaries commission needed more time to do

thorough civic education on forthcoming general election'

iv. Independent Electoral and Boundaries commission has assured Kenyans that

elections will be in December'

v. The Constitution is clear on the term of the current Parliament'

vi. Elections held in August would affect harvestinS teason and other agricultural

activities.

vii. Education in schools, colleges and universities and, Tourism especially the miSration

oftheWildBeastsfromtheMaasaiMaratotheSerengetiwillbeaffectedif
elections are held in August-

viii. Elections in August or March would also affect the reSional cooperation amonS the

East African Member Countries in terms of Budget reading'

ix. Traditionally, general elections have been held in December and not AuSust or

March.

However, a few of the members of the public were of the opinion that elections be held

in March, 20'13 in compliance with the Court Ruling on the same'

2.1.2 lender parity and equity in elective positions and

National Assembly and the Senate. (Clauses 3 - 5)'

more specifically in the

The public supported the amendment arguing that if enacted it will create more chances

for the women of Kenya in leadership. However, they cited a major challenge in

implementing the proposed amendment of gender repreientation in elective Positions

since the positions would be elective and not selective.

R.l,)o|th.con'dlu.ionollmPl.m.alodonov.r'tghlcodnln..onpubll.h.ollngsonlh.coasdfuaonoJK.nyo(An.ndd.nl)8i11,2011
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2.1.3 The time when delimitation of boundaries will take effect for purPoses of the first

general elections under the Constitution. (Clauses 2 &. 12)

The public supported the amendment citing the following reasons:

i). lt will ensure marginalized and populous areas are well represented

ii). lt will also ensure that equitable distribution of resources and devolution are well

achieved

2.2.0 UASIN 6ISHU, ELGEYO/MARAKWET AND NANDI COUNTIES

The public hearing in Eldoret was attended by one hundred and forty (140) members of

the public. Four (4) group, iubmitted a written memoranda and a total of twenty five

(25) members of the public gave their views on the proposed amendments to the

Constitution.

The public gave their views on the three key issues as follows:-

2.2.1 The Date of the next General Elections and the end of the term of the current

Parliament. (Clauses 6 ll)

The public supported the amendment citing the following reasons

i. lt will end the anxiety among the electorate over the uncertainty on the Elections

date

i. That December is a vacation holiday and August i5 a rainy season therefore elections

should be held in December.

ii. The lndependent Electoral and Boundaries Commission have assured Kenyans that

they are and will be ready for a December 2O12 election. They assured Kenyans that

a December election shall allow them enough time to make the necessary

preparations which include demarcation of the new boundaries which is at an

advanced stage, registration of voters and provision of intensive civic education for

voters to ensure that they participate in the elections from an informed position.

iii. December general election date is in line with the tradition of holding the Ceneral

Elections in the month of December and celebrating the New Year with the new

government in place.

iv. Education, learning and other school activities will not be interrupted if elections

were to be held in December. This is considering that most of school premises are

used as polling stationr during elections and the campaigns period will interfere with

the smooth running of schools as teachers are usually actively involved either as

polling clerks, returninS officers or presiding officers.

Rcport ol t tle constttutiohot tmptenenbrian ow.l,ght connutee on public hearings on the consnrltton ol Kenyo ( Amend me ht) Bitl 2 01 1 P a g e 9
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The public supported the amendment citing the following reasons:

i. The amendment will entrench the mechanism for implementation of the principle of

affirmative action which women and other marginalized groups have struggled for

more than twenty years and which the constitution now guarantees in Articles 27

(8) and 8l (b) among other provisions.

ii.ltislinewithKenyanswishessincetheyvotedoverwhelminglyin'uPportofthe
Constitution referendum aware that there was an affirmative action to address

problems of representation of marginalized groups and women'

iii. This will avert the potential comPosition of the two Houses of Parliament being

declared unconstitutionally constituted after the next general election if they fail to

complywiththetwothirdConstitutionalgenderrule.Theamendmentthereforewill
avert the possibility of a Constitutional crisis, petitions and other court battles after

the elections since not more than two thirds Constitutional provision shall have been

complied with.
iv. The implementation of the affirmative action principle will transform the traditional

perceptions towards women'r leadership resulting in an increased number of women

being directly voted into the elective conJtituency and senate teatt'

v. To meet this requirement, party nominations should be considered directly for

women.

However. they cited a challenge in that the number of Senators and Members of the

NationalAssemblywillneverbedefiniteatanygiventimeanditislikelythat
counties/politicians will encouraSe women to be given special seats rather than vie

makingthenumberofmembershighandexpensiveforthetaxpayers.Theydemanded
that a definite solution be provided in establishing the exact number of special seats and

the modalitiel on selection of the women.

R.Porlolth.coostlrulionollnll.dehfurlonoger'ighlcomniaeeonPubll.h.oringsonlh.coa*iluliono|K.^yd(An.odncnt)Bill,2011
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v. lf elections were to be held in December, HarvestinS, ploughing and other activities

in the agricultural sector will not be interrupted. The harvest season of the bett

quality tea and horticulture produce is in August and therefore elections should be

heldinDecemberintheinterestofthecountry'seconomyandtoprotectthe
farmer's income.

2,2,2 Gender parity and equity in elective Positions and more specifically in the

National fusembly and the Senate' (Clauses 3 - 5)'



I2.2.3 The time when delimitation of boundaries will take effect for purposes of the first

general elections under the Constitution' (Clauses 2 & 12)

Thepublicsupportedtheamendmentarguingthatthenewboundariestobeeffectivein
the 2012 election for the citizens to benefit from wider rePresentation. However, issues

arising out of the current delimitation of boundaries should be urgently addre<sed to

facilitate fair elections in 2012.

6eneral Observations

Thepublichearingswascalledwithinaveryshortnotice'thereforedidnotSiVe
members of the public adequate time to prepare'

The advertisement for Public hearings should be done through the local radio

stations. television and local dailies so as to reach a wider coverage'

2.3.O KAKAMEGA AND VIHIGA COUNTIE5

2.3.lTheDateofthenextGeneralElectionsandtheendofthetermofthecurrent
Parliament. (Clauses 6- 11)

The public supported the amendment citing the following reasons:

i. The people of the former Western province normally conduct the circumcision

ceremonyinAugustofeveryyearandifelectionsareheldinAugust'itwould
deny many people the chance of participating in the elections'

ii. That in August, students would still be in school for the 2"d term and holding

elections at that time would disrupt learning'

iii. That Members of Parliament currently serving should be allowed to complete

their terms as MPs as they were elected in December and holding elections in

August would deprive them of earnings of almost five months'

iv. Elections should not be held in March of next year as this would mean paying the

Members of Parliament salaries which they are not entitled to further adding a

strain on the budget.

However'oneoftheparticipantsthoughsupportingtheneedtoholdelectionsin
December, vehemently opposed the proposal to amend the constitution. arguing that

openinguptheConJtitutionforamendmentsthisearlywouldleadtoseveral
amendments whenever Members disagreed with a provition of the constitution, thus

mutilating the document like was done to the lndependent constitution.

lt.

Reporlo[theconsttlltjonollnplefuenlotianover\ighlcofrntteeanpublrheolingsohrhecoh(il|liono|xehyo(Anendmenl)8i11,2011
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2.3.2 Gender parity and equity in elective Positions and more

National fusembly and the Senate. (Clauses 3 - 5).

specifically in the

Most of the participants opposed the proposed amendment citing the following reasons:

i. That after the Beijing conference which discussed Women EmPowerment, the

women of Kenya demanded equality with the men and requested that they be

considered so and therefore should not be given favours but be left to comPete on

an equal footing with the men including in elective political Positions.

ii. That allowing the Senate and National Assembly to nominate a number of

Members that is not certain in each election year would lead to unnecessary strain

on the national budget which would necessitate more taxation. lt would also lead

to challenges on the budgeting process and on planning by the National Assembly

because the number of Members of the two Houses would only be determined

after the General Elections.

iii. That Jetting aside some positions for either gender would destroy the democratic

ideals and principles as enshrined in the Constitution which require Kenyans to

choose their preferred political leaders freely.

However, one of the participants supported the proposed amendment citing the

following reatons:

i. Women had faced discrimination by society over the years which had denied them

the opportunity and capacity to comPete on an equal footing with the men. There

was therefore need to provide an av€nue for the women to ParticiPate in decision

making organs of the government.

ii. There is need for the third principle to be observed for elective positioni and for all

public bodies because the Constitution had so provided. The public bodies specified

included the Land Control Boards where the women present stated that the

majority membership was men yet land issues also concerned women.

2.3.3 The time when delimitation of boundaries will take effect for purposet of the first

general elections under the Conttitution. (Clauses 2 &. l2)

The public supported the amendment citing the following rea5ons:

That the Constitution created 290 constituencies which are expected to be in place

before the next general election for effective representation of the people.

R.poft ol the canstitudonol tmpterl/eniodon ove.3ight cannutee on pubtic heotlngs an .h. Canstttution oI Kenyo (Alnendn,nt) BtlL 2 a 1 1 P age 12
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That the people of Kakamega and Vihiga counties Save their viewi to the IEBC on

thedelimitationofboundariesandtheconstituenciesandwardstheywantedand
that they expected this to be reflected during the upcoming general elections'

That the new boundaries were neceJsary for equitable resource distribution under

the new Constitutional dispensation and it would not be proper to 8o to the next

elections without the new constituencies and wards'

2.4.O TURKANA COUNTY

2.4.1 The Date of the next General Elections and the end of the term of the current

Parliament. (Clauses 6- ll)

Most Member s (650/o) of the public supported the amendment citing the following

reaJons:
i. The five (5) year term of Parliament expires in December 2Ol1 so elections cannol

be held before then.

To allow IEBC to prePare for elections'

December is the month when most people are on leave or holidays:

Traditionally many people are used to a December election'

[.
iii.
iv.

II

Few Members (25olo),

rea50n5:

of the public opposed the amendment citinS the following

IEBC will not be adequately prepared for elections in either August or December

2012.

There is need to respect the constitutional thus elections should be held in August'

2.4.2 Gender parity and equity in elective positions and

National Assembly and the Senate' (Clauses 3 5)'

more specificallY in the

Most Members of the public opposed the amendment citing that in a democracy all

candidates must compete for elective posts while affirmative action should be applicable

on appointments and nomination positions' However' many particiPants expressed the

needtoempowerandencouragewomentoseekelectivepostsduringtheelections.

Report aJ thc consrttutionot tnptenentotlon ovenight con,,ilee an pubtic hearlags on the Conttttutlon ol l<enyo [Anendnent) 8i11 201 1 Page i 3



2.4.3 The time when delimitation of boundaries will take effect for PurPoses of the first

general elections under the Constitution. (Clauses 2 & 12)

The public opposed the amendment arguing that the delimited boundaries should come

into effect one year before the elections. This was because boundary review issues were

rooted on historical. cultural. and traditional dynamics. This necessitates the need for

adequate time after the boundary review to allow for arbitration and dispute resolution

where disputes maY arise.

2.4.4 Challenges

i. The contents of the constitutional of Kenya (amendment) Bill, 2011 were technical

and required specialized skills and close scrutiny. There was need for sensitization of

the public on the contentr of the Bill prior to Public hearings. The public also

required a Kiswahili translation of the constitutional amendment to facilltate more

beneficial contributions and participation.

ii. The was low turnout hence there is need to in future publicize the public hearings

through the local Radio stations and public Barazas as opposed to the newspapers

due to remoteness of the area

2.5.0 HOMA BAY AND MICORI COUNTIES

2.5.1 The Date of the next General Elections and the end of the term of the current

Parliament. (Clauses 6 - ll)

The public supported the amendment citing the following reasons:

.

l .

Holding general elections in August 2012 did not seem feasible as the time left to

prepare adequatelY was too shorti

The proposed December date ensured that general elections would not coincide

with the preparation and taking of national examinations by students in primary

and secondary schools;

The proposed December date had not been challenged by the lndependent

Electoral and Boundaries Commission.
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2.5.2 Gender parity and equity in elective positions and

National Assembly and the Senate' (Clauses 3 - 5)'

Most Members of the public opposed the amendment citing the following reason:

i. That majority of women had failed to take initiative to come out and articulate

their leadershiP caPabilities'

ii. Women were yet to show by action that that they were capable leaders beyond

more specificallY in the

lv.

verballY saYing that 'theY can''

Women needed to fight for seats in equal measure with their male counterparts'

The creation of special seats estentially meant that it was not possible to have a

predetermined number for members of the National Assembly and Senate

stipulated in the Constitution'

Acknowledging that gender parity and equity were requirements stipulated in the

Constitution some participants proposed the following:

i. That only women be cleared lo vie in the 80 additional constituencies:

ii. That special seat members be nominated from among those who had shown

initiative by vying for elective posts:

iii.Thattherulethatnomorethantwo.thirdsofmembersbeofthesamegender
applicable only to public aPpointment and not elective positions'

However. a few of the participants present supported the amendment as proposed in the

Bill.

2.5.3ThetimewhendelimitationofboundarieswilltakeeffectforPurposesofthefirst
general elections under the Constitution' (Clauses 2 & l2)

The participants were unanimout in suPport of the proposed amendment on the time

when delimitation of boundaries will take effect for Purposer of the first general

elections.

2.5.4 Challenges

ltwasnotedthatthemajorityofthosepresentatthepublichearingrepresented
Homa Bay County. Only two out of the total ninety-seven participants in

attendance represented Migori County' This imbalance' therefore' resulted in under

representation of views of the inhabitants of Migori County'
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ll. Participants raised concerns regarding the use of print media by Parliament to carry

the advertisement5 calling on members of the public to attend the public hearings'

They indicated that the majority did not have access to newsPapers. Hence they

recommended that subsequent advertisements by Parliament inviting the public to

attend such hearings be carried mainly on broadcast (radio) media to enhance

public outreach.

Need for intensive civic education for voters - Kenyans will vote for six candidates

in a day; the president, Member of Parliament' 6overnor, Senator' Women

Repre5entative and county Representatives. Therefore there is need for enough

time for civic education

The new constituencies' boundaries - The lndependent Electoral and Boundaries

Commission (IEBC) need time to deal with the new constituencies boundaries

whose report is before the House.

Time for voter registration - The time frame for voter registration is a challenge

since it must end ninety days before elections and voters should have thirty dayi to

inspect the register and confirm their detailr.

Economic parameter - The economic parameter is one of the pillars of vilion 203o

and therefore it cannot be taken for granted if growth for the country is to be

achieved. Among the key sectors that have been given priority in acting as key

broad drivers in the journey to Vision 2O3O is the tourist industry and agricultural

sector which are among the ma.ior foreign exchange earners for the country.

Budgetary implication and regional cooperation - The financial year runs from July

ln to June 30'h of the following year and the Budget preparation and reading

coincides with and is tied to the other Member States of the East African

Community. lf the elections will be held in August, Kenya will need to talk with the

2.6.0 MERU, EMBU, THARAKA-NITHI AND ISIOLO COUNTIES

The public hearing in Meru was attended by ninety nine (99) members of the public.

A total of twenty five (25) members of the public gave their views on the proposed

amendments to the Constitution.

2.6.1 The Date of the next General Elections and the end of the term of the current

Parliament. (Clauset 6 - l/)

Majority of the Members of public supported the amendment but only for the first

election under the new Constitution citing the following reasons:

I
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