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REPORT OF THE 150™ ASSEMBLY OF THE INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY UNION (IPU) AND RELATED MEETINGS HELD IN
TASHKENT, UZBEKISTAN 5TH TO 9TH APRIL, 2025

PREFACE

Honorable Speaker,

1.

The 150t Assembly of the IPU and its related meetings was held at the
Tashkent City Congress Centre in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, from
Saturday, 5t to Wednesday, 9th April 2025.

. All IPU statutory bodies, including the Governing Council, Standing

Committees, Committees on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians and
on Middle East Questions, as well as the Forum of Women
Parliamentarians and the Forum of Young MPs convened during this
Assembly.

. Noted that the 150th Assembly was an important milestone for the IPU,

as well as being the first time an Assembly was being held in Central
Asia. The IPU was also celebrating four decades of tireless advocacy and
leadership by its Forum of Women Parliamentarians and called on those
present to take further action to achieve equal representation in
politics.

Honorable Speaker,

4,

The General Debate focused on the overall theme of
“Parliamentary action for social development and justice.” and would
provide parliamentarians with an opportunity to discuss topical issues
such as poverty reduction, decent work, social integration and
increased participation of the population in the decision-making
process.

. The Assembly will adopt resolutions on the emergency item and on the

subject item taken up by the Standing Committee

. The 31st President of the IPU Member Parliaments, Ms. Tulia Ackson,

proposed three solutions to ensure social development for all: investing
more in people, by ensuring that the public sector took care of them
and equipped them with the tools to thrive; making the economy work
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11. The Governing Council of the Committee on Health elected Sen.
Catherine Muyeka Mumma, MP for a four-year term ending in March
2029.

Honorable Speaker,

12. Dr. T. Ackson, IPU President, said that Participants had presented
inspiring examples of how parliaments were rising to the challenges of
the time, and had also engaged in parliamentary diplomacy to develop
meaningful cooperation and take necessary action forward. However,
the Assembly had fallen short of adopting an emergency item
resolution, but she urged participants to view that setback as an
opportunity to strengthen coordination and deepen dialogue.

Honorable Speaker,

13. In the Tashkent Declaration, the Assembly had reaffirmed a shared
commitment to placing human dignity and well-being at the heart of
policymaking, underscored the fact that economies must serve
humanity, and stressed that democracy and development were deeply
intertwined.

14. Parliamentarians present were urged to continue their efforts to
eradicate poverty and hunger, to invest in people’s health, education
and happiness, to protect the planet, to democratize the economy and
to make sure that the institutions overseeing such efforts were fit for
purpose.

Honorable Speaker,

15. The Kenyan delegation to the 150th IPU Assembly and related meetings
comprised the following-

. The Rt. Hon. Amason J effah Kingi, EGH, MP- Speaker of the Senate
and Leader of the Delegation

ii. Sen. Catherine Mumma, MP, (Member of the Bureau of the Forum of
Women Parliamentarians)

{ii. Hon. Millie Odhiambo, MP (Member of the [PU Committee on Human
Rights of Parliamentarians)

iv. Hon. John Kiarie, MP (President of the IPU Committee to Promote
Respect for International Humanitarian Law)
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A. BACKGROUND: ABOUT THE IPU

1. The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) was established in 1889 as the
focal point for worldwide parliamentary dialogue. It exists to protect and
build global democracy through political dialogue and concrete action.
The IPU currently has a membership of 180 national parliaments and
12 associate members. The IPU facilitates parliamentary diplomacy and
empowers parliaments and parliamentarians to promote peace,
democracy and sustainable development around the world. The IPU
works closely with the United Nations and other partner organizations
with similar ideals. To this end, the [PU aims at -

i) Fostering contacts, coordination and the exchange of experience
among Parliaments and parliamentarians of all countries;

ii) Considering questions of international interest and express its
views on such issues with the aim of bringing about action by
Parliaments and their members;

iii) Contributing to the defense and promotion of human rights, which
are universal in scope and respect for which is an essential factor
of parliamentary democracy and development; and

iv) Contributing to better knowledge of the working of representative
institutions and to the strengthening and development of their
means of action.

2. The IPU’s main areas of activity are representative democracy,
international peace and security, sustainable development, human
rights and humanitarian law, women in politics and education science
and culture.

3. The IPU Assembly is the principal statutory body that expresses the
views of the Inter Parliamentary Union on political issues. It brings
together parliamentarians to study international problems and make
recommendations for Parliamentary and Governmental action. The
Assembly meets twice a year and is held each time in a different
country, providing participants with an opportunity to see various
national realities.
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Assembly. The General Debate focused on the overall theme
of “Parliamentary action for peace, justice and strong institutions
(SDG 16)” and provided a platform for delegates to deliberate, exchange
views and galvanize Parliamentary action in this area.

C.AGENDA OF THE 150™ IPU ASSEMBLY
8. The following outlines the Agenda of the 150t Assembly of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union.

i.

il.

1il.

iv.

V1.

Vii.

Viii.

Election of the President of the 150th Assembly

Consideration of requests for the inclusion of an emergency item in
the Assembly agenda

General Debate on the theme Parliamentary action for social
development and justice

Special accountability segment on the implementation of IPU
resolutions and other decisions

The role of parliaments in advancing a two-State solution in
Palestine (Standing Committee on Peace and International
Security)

Parliamentary strategies to mitigate the long-lasting impact of
conflicts, including armed conflicts, on sustainable development
(Standing Committee on Sustainable Development)

Reports of the Standing Committees

Approval of the subject items for the Standing Committee on Peace
and International Security and for the Standing Committee on
Sustainable Development for the 152nd Assembly and
appointment of the co-Rapporteurs

Amendments to the IPU Statutes and Rules
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Member delegations), including 47 Presiding Officers, and 43 Deputy
Presiding Officers. Member Parliaments’ delegations included 254
women MPs (37.2%) and 98 young MPs (14.4%). There were also several
special guests, including the United Nations Special Representative of
the Secretary-General on Violence Against Children, who also attended
the Assembly and gave addresses at high-level segments.

12. Observers included representatives of:

(i) the United Nations and related organizations: United Nations,
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO),
Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health (PMNCH),
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP)

(i) parliamentary assemblies and associations: African
Parliamentary Union (APU), Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union (AIPU),
Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA), Association of Senates,
Shoora and Equivalent Councils in Africa and the Arab World
(ASSECAA), Collective Security Treaty Organization Parliamentary
Assembly (CSTO PA), Commonwealth Parliamentary Association
(CPA), International Parliamentary Network for Education (IPNEd),
Interparliamentary Assembly on Orthodoxy (IAO), Parliamentarians
for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament (PNND),
Parliamentary Assembly of the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE), Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic
States (TURKPA), Parliamentary Assembly of the Union of Belarus
and Russia, Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM),
Parliamentary Union of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
Member States (PUIC), Southern African Development Community
Parliamentary Forum (SADC-PF), and UNITE Parliamentarians
Network for Global Health

(iii) international non-governmental organizations: Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, and International
Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions (INTOSAI)

(iv) international political party federations: Socialist International
(ST)
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16.

17.

18.

social development for all: investing more in people, by ensuring that
the public sector took care of them and equipped them with the tools
to thrive; making the economy work for all, through a fairer
distribution of economic gains and involving everyone in economic
decision-making; and strengthening all institutions that underpinned
the social contract.

Mr. D. Carden (United Kingdom), President of the Bureau of Young
Parliamentarians, said that, in his two years in the role, the world had
undergone significant dislocations and now seemed on the brink of a
new era. The globalizing project of the past 50 years and its promises
of free trade and international cooperation were being rejected by some
of the world’s most powerful countries. Liberal internationalism had
failed in part because it was more concerned with serving the interests
of capital than those of ordinary people. International institutions like
the IPU offered a potential solution and they worked best when they
focused relentlessly on the interests of the people they served.

Ms. C. Lopez Castro (Mexico), President of the Bureau of Women
Parliamentarians, said that social development without gender
equality was an illusion, and justice without gender parity was an
unfulfilled promise. Gender equality was a precondition for achieving
all the Sustainable Development Goals. It was not possible to eradicate
poverty while half of the world’s population remained economically
marginalized. Decent work for all was not possible if women’s labour
continued to be undervalued, and full social inclusion required the
dismantling of the gender barriers holding women back. True equality
would only come when women shared power equally in politics. The
unpaid care work carried out by women needed to be recognized,
reduced and redistributed, and equal pay for equal work needed to
become a reality. The policies she had outlined were not just for women
but for stronger, more resilient societies for all. Gender equality was
the IPU’s priority theme for 2025 and the Global Conference of Women
Parliamentarians held in her country, Mexico, in March 2025 had set
the tone for a year of action in which equality would not just be
debated, but delivered.

In a video message, Mr. G. Houngbo, Director-General of the
International Labour Organization, congratulated the IPU on its 150th
Assembly, which was being held in a country that stood as an example
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20. On 7 April 2025, to mark the 31st anniversary of the Rwandan genocide,

21

the Assembly observed a minute’s silence in memory of all victims of
genocide. The Assembly was reminded of the solemn duty of the global
parliamentary community to promote peace and continue fighting on
behalf of the victims of such atrocities.

On 8 April 2025, the Assembly observed a minute’s silence in memory
of Mr. Roy Ngulube, Clerk of the National Assembly of Zambia, who
had passed away the previous day while attending the Assembly as
part of his Parliament’s delegation. Mr. Ngulube had made significant
contributions to the work of the IPU over many years, notably having
played a key role in the organization of the 134th JPU Assembly in
Lusaka in 2016.

F. CHOICE OF AN EMERGENCY ITEM

22. By 7 April 2025, the following four requests for the inclusion of an

emergency item had been submitted:
i) Advancing global economic cooperation: Reducing tariffs and
combating protectionism (Chile and Peru)
ii) Parliamentary diplomacy to promote peace and address the
humanitarian crisis in Myanmar (Philippines and Thailand)
iii) The need for urgent action on the recent violation of the ceasefire
agreement by Israel in Palestine, the escalating conflicts in the
Democratic Republic of Congo and Sudan, and the compounding
effects of global warming (Seychelles, Zimbabwe, Jordan and Egypt,
with the support of the Arab Group and the African Group)
iv) Ending the double standard: Calling on the international
community to accept refugees from Gaza instead of exploiting them to
attack Israel (Israel)

23. The President informed the Assembly that, in accordance with Rule 12

of the Assembly, the Steering Committee had met twice, on 6 and 7
April, to provide an opinion on the admissibility of the proposals as per
Rule 11.2 of the Assembly, which states that a request for the inclusion
of an emergency item must relate to a recent major situation of
international concern. The Steering Committee had agreed on 6 April
that only proposal 1 met the criteria stipulated in Rule 11.2, and
suggested that proposals 2 and 3 be revised. At the time, proposal 4
had been incomplete.

REPORT OF THE KENYA DELEGATION TO THE 150™ [PU ASSEMBLY AND RELATED MEETINGS, APRIL, 2025 Page 16




