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ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

AKI - Association of Kenya Insurers

CHAK - Christian Health Association of Kenya
CoG - Council of Governors

COTU - Central Organisation of Trade Unions
FKE - Federation of Kenya Employers

IRA - Insurance Regulatory Authority

KHF - Kenya Healthcare Federation

MOH - Ministry of Health

NHIF - National Hospital Insurance Fund
RUPHA - Rural Private Hospitals Association

SHA

Social Health Authority



A.

PRELIMINARIES

Establishment and Mandate of the Standing Committee on Health

The Standing Committee on Health is established pursuant to standing order 228 (3)
and the Fourth Schedule of the Senate Standing Orders and is mandated to consider all
matters relating to medical services, public health and sanitation.

B.

Membership of the Committee

The Committee is comprised of the following Members:

b

1. Sen. Jackson Kiplagat Mandago, EGH, MP - Chairperson

p Sen. Mariam Sheikh Omar, MP - Vice
Chairperson

3. Sen. Erick Okong’o Mogeni, SC, M

4. Sen. Ledama Olekina, MP

0% Sen. Abdul Mohammed Haji, MP

6. Sen. Hamida Kibwana, MP

F Sen. Joseph Nyutu Ngugi, MP

8. Sen. Raphael Chimera Mwinzagu, MP
g Sen. Esther Anyieni Okenyuri, MP

Functions of the Committee

Pursuant to Standing Order 228(3), the Committee functions to —

1.

6.

Investigate, inquire into, and report on all matters relating to the mandate,
management, activities, administration and operations of its assigned ministries
and departments;

Study the programme and policy objectives of its assigned ministries and
departments, and the effectiveness of the implementation thereof;

Study and review all legislation referred to it;

Study, assess and analyze the success of the ministries and departments assigned
to it as measured by the results obtained as compared with their stated objectives;

Consider the Budget Policy Statement in line with Committee’s mandate;

Report on all appointments where the Constitution or any law requires the Senate
to approve;

Make reports and recommendations to the Senate as often as possible, including
recommendations of proposed legislation;

Consider reports of Commissions and Independent Offices submitted to the
Senate pursuant to the provisions of Article 254 of the Constitution;



9. Examine any statements raised by Senators on a matter within its mandate; and
10. Follow up and report on the status of implementation of resolution within their
mandate.
D. Government Agencies and Departments

In exercising its mandate, the Committee oversees the County Governments, the
Ministry of Health and its various Semi-Autonomous Government Agencies (SAGAS).



FOREWORD BY THE CHAIRPERSON
Hon. Speaker,

The Digital Health Bill (National Assembly Bills No. 57 of 2023) was published vide
Kenya Gazette Supplement No. 163 of 11" September, 2023.

The Bill secks to provide a framework for the provision of digital health services; to
establish a comprehensive integrated digital health information system; and, to provide
for data governance and protection of personal health information in service delivery
through digital health interventions, e-waste disposal and health tourism.

It was introduced in the National Assembly by way of First Reading on Thursday, 14™
September, 2023. The Bill was considered by the National Assembly and passed with
amendments on Thursday, 27" September, 2023.

Pursuant to Article 110(4) of the Constitution, the Bill was referred to the Senate where
it was introduced by way of First Reading on Tuesday, 3" October, 2023. It thereafter
stood committed to the Standing Committee on Health pursuant to standing order 145.

In compliance with the provisions of Article 118 of the Constitution and Standing Order
145 (5) of the Senate Standing Orders, the Committee proceeded to undertake public
participation on the Bill.

In this regard, the Committeec published an advertisement in the Daily Nation and
Standard newspapers on Wednesday, 4" October, 2023, inviting members of the public
to submit written memoranda to the Committec on the Bill.

Additionally, the Committee sent invitations to key stakeholders inviting them to submit
their comments on the Bill as follows -

a) Government Departments/Agencies

- Ministry of Health (MoH)

- Council of Governors (COG)

- National Health Insurance Fund (NHIF)
- Insurance Regulatory Authority (IRA)

b) Trade Unions
- Central Organisation of Trade Unions (COTU)
) Private Sector

- Federation of Kenya Employers (FKE)

- Kenya Healthcare Federation (KHF)

- Christian Health Association of Kenya (CHAK)
- Rural Private Health Association (RUPHA)

- Association of Kenya Insurers (AKI)



Further, following the call for submissions, the Committee received written memoranda
from various stakcholders, namely: Ministry of Health (MoH); Council of Governors
(COG); National Health Insurance Fund (NHIF); Insurance Regulatory Authority
(IRA); Central Organisation of Trade Unions (COTU); Federation of Kenya Employers
(FKE); Kenya Healthcare Federation (KHF); Christian Health Association of Kenya
(CHAK); Rural Private Health Association (RUPHA); Association of Kenya Insurers
(AKI); Kenya Union of Clinical Officers (KUCQ); Pharmaceutical Society of Kenya
(PSK); Confraternity of Patients Kenya; International Budget Partnership - Kenya (IBP-
Kenya); Kenya Faith-Based Health Services Consortium; The Actuarial Society of
Kenya (TASK); Association of Kenya Medical Laboratory Scientific Officers
(AKMLSO); Health NGOs Network (HENNET); International Commission of Jurists
(ICJ); Kenya Dental Association (KDA); Health Records and Information Management
Professionals (comprising the Health Records and Information Managers Board and the
Association of Medical Records Officers); Civil Society Organisations (comprising the
Kenya AIDS NGOs Consortium (KANCO), Amnesty International Kenya, People’s
Health Movement (PHM) and the Institute of Public Finance (IPF)), Tech Hive
Advisory Africa, and Helium Health Limited.

The Committee proceeded to consider the Bill at the length and held extensive
discussions thereon including consultations with key stakcholders. This Report is
therefore the product of extensive consultations that have taken place to ensure that we
have a good law 1n place that will stand the test of time.

Hon. Speaker,

May [ take this opportunity to commend the Members of the Committee for their
devotion and commitment to duty, which made the consideration of the Bill successful.

I also wish to thank the Offices of the Speaker and the Clerk of the Senate for the support
extended to the Committee in undertaking this important assignment.

Lastly, I wish to thank the stakecholders who submitted written memoranda which
greatly aided the Committee in considering the Bill.

Hon. Speaker,
It 1s now my pleasant duty, pursuant to standing order 148(1) of the Senate Standing

Orders, to present the Report of the Standing Committee on Health on The Digital
Health Bill (Natignal Assembly Bills No. 57 of 2023)
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SEN. JACKSON ]
CHAIRPERSON, STANDING COMMITTEE ON HEAIL'TH
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