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CHAIR’S FOREWORD

The petition regarding human-wildlife conflict in Meru County was tabled before the House
by the County Women Representative for Meru County the Hon. Florence Kajuju, M.P.
pursuant to Standing Order 227 (1). The Petition was committed to the departmental
committee on Environment and Natural Resources for consideration and response to the
petitioners as provided for under the Standing Orders. The Petition prayed that the National
Assembly through the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources intervenes and stop
the conflict between human and wildlife through erection of

The Committee in its investigations, held several meetings with various stakeholders who
included officials of the Kenya Wildlife Service and the Ministry of Environment & Natural
Resources. The Committee also carried out a fact finding visit to some select areas in Meru
County deemed to be human- wildlife conflict hotspot areas where it held meetings with the
residents.

The Committee wishes to register its appreciation to the offices of the Speaker and the Clerk
of the National Assembly for the support accorded to the Committee in the execution of its
mandate.

Finally, it is my pleasant duty, on behalf of the Departmental Committee on Environment and
Natural Resources to present this Report to the House pursuant to the provisions of Standing
Order 227 (2).

HON. AMINA ABDALLA, CBS, M.P
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report has considered and responded to the prayers presented by the residents of Meru
County regarding human - wildlife conflict in Meru County. The Petition prayed that the
committee recommends erection of a fence along the human - wildlife conflict hotspots and
also recommends that the Ministry of Environment & Natural Resources compensates all the
victims of human-wildlife conflict. The Committee found out that the prayers of the
petitioners were valid given the increased cases of human-wildlife conflict and further since
the Wildlife Conservation & Management Act, 2013 provided for compensation of victims of
human-wildlife conflict.

The report details presentations by the Petitioner, Hon. Florence Kajuju, M.P who informed
the Committee that human-wildlife conflict had resulted to destruction of crops, injuries and
even death. The Committee also met officials the Kenya Wildlife Service and the Ministry of
Environment & Natural Resources who stressed on the need to erect a fence to prevent
wildlife from leaving the forest to invade homesteads and farms.

The Committee recommends that the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) should include in their
budget Kshs. 100 million to complete the 34 KM remaining part of the fence. The Committee
also recommends that the Ministry of Environment & Natural Resources should clear all
pending bills of Kshs. 4.8 billion on compensation to victims of human-wildlife conflict, some
of these funds should go towards offsetting all the pending claims in Meru County.
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COMMITTEE MANDATE

The Committee is established pursuant to the provisions of Standing Order No. 216, with the
following terms of reference:

L

Investigate, inquire into, and report on all matters relating to the mandate,
management, activities, administration, operations and estimates of the assigned
Ministries and departments;

Study the program and policy objectives of the Ministries and departments and the
effectiveness of the implementation:

Study and review all legislation referred to it;

Study, access and analyze the relative success of the Ministries and Departments as
measured by the results obtained as compared with its stated objectives:

Investigate and inquire into all matters relating to the assigned Ministries and
departments as they may deem necessary, and as may be referred to them by the
House;

Vet and report on all appointments where the constitution or any law requires the
National Assembly to approve, except those under Standing Order 204; and

Make reports and recommendations to the House as often as possible, including
recommendation of proposed legislation.

The Committee oversees issues to do with climate change, environment management and
conservation, forestry, water resource management, wildlife, mining and natural resources,
pollution and waste management amongst others.
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PRAYERS

The petitioners prayers were that the National Assembly, through the Departmental
Committee on Environment and Natural resources:

I. Recommends the erection of an electric fence covering the entire park and provision of
additional forest stations and wardens:

2. Recommends that the ministry of Environment and natural resources puts in place
mechanisms to ensure human and wildlife conflict ceases forthwith;

3. Recommends the qualification and compensation of victims of human- wildlife
conflict and such other affected person, and / or families and properties as a result of

the damages suffered due to the massive destruction of homes and crops and loss of
life; and

4. Makes any other order or direction that fits in the circumstances of the case.
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RESPONSE TO PRAYERS

Following meetings held and evidence gathered, the Committee responds as follows:

1.

The Kenya Wildlife Service should include in their budget Kshs. 100 million to
complete the remaining 34 KM stretch that remains unfenced, further the agency
should consider engaging community wardens as a local solution to enhancing the
capacity of rangers and to boost response rate;

The National Treasury should allocate Kshs. 4.8 billion requested by the Committee in
its Report on the estimates for the Financial Year 2016/2017. The funds will go
towards offsetting pending claims of compensation for victims of human-wildlife
conflict;

The Ministry of Environment & Natural Resources should clear all pending bills
amounting to Kshs. 4.8 billion on compensation to victims of human wildlife conflict,
some of these funds should go towards offsetting all the pending claims in Meru
County; and

KWS should explore a partnership with the Nyayo Tea Zones to plant a belt of 100
Metres next to the forest to act as a buffer zone to prevent elephants from leaving the
forest.
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1.0 Introduction

On Thursday, 3rd December, 2015, the County Women Representative for Meru County, the
Hon. Florence Kajuju, MP presented a petition on behalf of residents of her county regarding
human wildlife conflict.

The petition sought to draw the attention of the House to the following:-

Residents of Meru County have been engaged in human and wildlife conflict for a
long period;

Recently over 300 stray elephants trampled down fences, ruined farmlands and
damaged crops and homes, caused injuries and loss of life;

The residents of Meru County have suffered extreme crop loss and destruction,
hunger, and suffering;

There remains deep anxiety and fear in Kithoka, Nkunga and Tigania West areas and
other parts of the larger Meru County due to the continued wanton destruction of crops
by the elephants;

The Kenya Wildlife Service wardens take a long duration to respond to the residents’
distress. Concerned that only twenty kilometers(20 km) of the entire park area is
fenced hence making it easier for the animals to stray more often;

The petitioners prayers were that the National Assembly, through the departmental committee
on Environment and Natural resources:

1.

2.

Recommends the erection of an electric fence covering the entire park and provision of
additional forest stations and wardens:;

Recommends that the ministry of Environment and natural resources puts in place
mechanisms to ensure human and wildlife conflict ceases forthwith:

Recommends the qualification and compensation of victims of human- wildlife
conflict and such other affected person, and / or families and properties as a result of
the damages suffered due to the massive destruction of homes and crops and loss of
life; and

4. Makes any other order or direction that fits in the circumstances of the case.
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2.0 Evidence

Having been seized of the Petition, the Committee commenced its consideration by meeting
the petitioner and residents of Meru County on diverse dates. During the meetings, written
and oral evidence was adduced as recorded hereunder:

2.1 Meeting with the County Women Representative for Meru, the Hon. Florence
Kajuju, M.P

The Hon. Kajuju appeared before the Committee on 28th April, 2016 and informed the
Committee that the destruction of crops had forced the residents of Meru County to rely on
relief food which should not be the case, given that the area is very agricultural productive
area. The Member informed the Committee that erection of the electric fence for Meru game
reserve has not been done because the Ministry of Environment and Natural resources has not
provided their share of the money.

She further stated that the problem of human wildlife conflict was a major catastrophe that
needed the urgent attention of the National Government and the County Government. She
therefore impressed on the Committee to find a lasting solution to the problem to avoid
further damage of crops mostly caused by the Elephants;

The Honourable Member also requested the Committee to recommend that the Kenya
Wildlife Service undertakes more Corporate Social Responsibility activities (CSR) in the area
for the residents to reap the benefits of having a national park in their neighbourhood.

2.2 Fact Finding Visit to Meru County

On 26" May, 2016, five Members of the Committee comprising the following carried out a
field visit to Meru County:

Hon. Chachu Ganya, M.P.- Chairperson/ Leader of the Delegation
Hon. Kathuri Murungi, M.P

Hon. Isaac Mwaura, M.P.

Hon. Emanikor Joyce, M.P

Hon. Tonui Ronald, M.P

U"l_-hbJI\J—

During the visit, the Committee held a meeting with officials of Kenya Wildlife Service and
the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources and later received submissions by
residents of Meru County.
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2.2.1 Submission by Mr. Simon Gitau, Head of Eastern Conservation Area, Kenya
Wildlife Service

Mr. Gitau submitted that Imenti Forest Reserve covers 17,713 hectares. It covers parts of
Meru Sub counties: Imenti central, Imenti North, Tigania East, Tigania West, Buuri and
Maara. The hot spot areas for human wildlife conflict were the following: Nkunga, Maili
Kumi, Nchoroiboro, Kamatune, Themba, Kithoka, Naari and Mbeu areas. Reported cases
were on Human death, Human injuries, Crop destruction, Property damages and Elephant
mortalities/ injuries through electrocution.

He informed the committee that 47 cases of human-wildlife conflict were compensated
between the year 2010 and 2014, however in the Financial Year 2015/2016 no deaths were
compensated. He further stated that there are a number of Corporate Social responsibilities
going on in the area by KWS which included building of classrooms and school halls. Mr.
Gitau informed the committee that the Community, local leadership and KWS were
collaborating in the conservation of wildlife and the forest.

Mr Gitau presented the following table of reported cases of human-wildlife conflict:

January to December, 2015 January to May, 2016

Month No. of cases | Month No. of
Reported cases

Reported

January 28 January 28

February 24 February 21

March 25 March 26

April 30 April 24

May 24 May 19

June 29

July 24

August 29

September 26

October 29

November 24
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December 23

TOTAL 312 118

He also submitted that compensation was still on-going as shown in the diagram below:

Description CWCCC Deferred Pending
Deliberated on
11.03.2016
Human Death 6 - 3
Human Injuries 52 - 112
Crop Destruction - - 897
Property destruction | - - 12
TOTAL 58 - 1030

2.2.2 Meeting at the Meru University Multi-Purpose Hall

The following made submissions to the Committee:
1. Mr. John Marage

Mr. Marage informed the Committee that Meru County has six forests and the elephants were
always leaving the forests to look for food at farms. The residents spent most of their nights
awake chasing elephants and this had affected school going children and also the general
health of the residents. He also informed the meeting that other than elephants there were
other wild animals such as leopards that had also been attacking the residents and eating their
livestock and therefore urged the committee to look for other means to prevent human/wildlife
conflict since the attacks by wild animals cannot be prevented by ordinary fences.

2. Mrs. Martha Karume

Ms. Karume informed the meeting that farmers in the area have had their crops had destroyed
by elephants and had no food for their children yet there was no compensation forthcoming.
The water pipes are also destroyed by the elephants and she suggested that there was need to
fence and employ local youth as KWS wardens to assist in enhancing the capacity of KWS.
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3. Mr. James Ikunyua

Mr. Ikunyua informed the Committee that the elephants normally destroy their coffee, nuts,
potatoes, pawpaw among others crops. The matter was reported to the KWS but nothing was
forthcoming. As a result there was likelihood of starvation in the area and increased school
dropout as students were afraid of going to school due to fear of attack by elephants.

He urged the Committee to ensure a permanent solution to the matter that was sought so as to
avoid the matter getting out of hand. He further submitted that residents were threatening the
killing of Elephants should they destroy their crops again. He called upon the KWS to take
stock of all animals living in the forest so as to ensure better monitoring.

General concerns of the residents
The community had the following general concerns:

4+ They would want solutions to prevent death and destruction

4 There should be animals designated routes for passage of animals;

4+ Since the environment is also destroyed there is need for concerted effort between
local leaders, both levels of governments and all other stakeholders;

#+ There is need for the local communities to be empowered to participate in
conservation efforts;

4+ There is need to educate the public on the procedures for claiming compensation since
there is a lot of expenses involved from one office to another;

%+ There is need for KWS wardens to engage the community in conservation and train
community on how to live with the animals and create complains office nearby:;

2.2.3 Meeting at Kithoka
The following made submissions to the Committee:

1. Mr. John Mugambi, Chairman Constituency Fencing committee

Mr. Mugambi informed the Committee that Rhino Ark foundation had partnered with KWS
and the area Member of Parliament through the Constituency development fund and
constructed 20km fence and therefore requested the completion of the fencing and its
maintenance. He thanked the residents who provided support to the fencing initiatives by
digging holes.

2. Mr. Daniel Gitau, a victim of attack by elephants

Mr. Gitau informed the Committee that he had been hospitalized for three months and despite
forwarding the necessary papers to the County Wildlife Conservation and Compensation
Committee nothing was forthcoming. He requested that the Committee fast tracks
compensations to all victims.
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2.2.4 Meeting at Nkunga Catholic Church
The following made submissions to the Committee:
1. Prof. Judi Njue, Representative of the Women

Prof. Njue stated that human beings have more value than elephant and therefore urged that
the fence should be electric. She also recommended use of solar to power high beam lights
along the roads as the light would repulse the elephants.

2. Mr. Benson Muthomi, Representative of the Youth

Mr. Muthomi informed the meeting that, no farming had taken place that season due to the
previous destruction of crops by elephants which demoralized the farmers. He further
informed the meeting that a resident had also been killed by elephants and his family was still
awaiting compensation. Finally, he submitted that there was poor performance by children in
schools in the County due to disrupted sleep at night hence sleeping in class or missing classes
altogether for fear of attack and therefore requested that KWS station should be set up in the
area.

3. Dr. Peter Rwanda, Member of the Nchuri Ncheke Council of Elders

He urged the committee to come up with both short and long term solutions to deal with the
issue of human-wildlife conflict. The resident’s income from farming has been affected
therefore the residents could meet their needs, most parents had school fees arrears. He
requested the Committee to ensure the all the victims were compensated as soon as possible.
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3.0 Observations

The Committee made the following observations from evidence adduced in the meetings:

I. There was need to put up a permanent electric fence as attacks by elephants had
caused immense destruction and even deaths in the area;

2. The leadership in the human-wildlife conflict hotspot areas has through the
Constituency Development Fund allocated funds to KWS towards fencing while the
residents had provided labour towards this cause. This shows that the goodwill and
sense of cooperation in dealing with this problem:

3. The claims for compensation have been forwarded to the Ministry of Environment
however no compensation has been done since January 2015 to date; and

4. There is need to have budgetary allocation for the maintenance of the fence once it
was erected.
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4.0 Recommendations/ Response to prayers of the Petitioners

The petitioners prayers were that the National Assembly, through the departmental committee
on Environment and Natural resources:

I. Recommends the erection of an electric fence covering the entire park and provision of
additional forest stations and wardens;

2. Recommends that the ministry of Environment and natural resources puts in place
mechanisms to ensure human and wildlife conflict ceases forthwith;

3. Recommends the qualification and compensation of victims of human- wildlife
conflict and such other affected person, and / or families and properties as a result of
the damages suffered due to the massive destruction of homes and crops and loss of
life and

4. Makes any other order or direction that fits in the circumstances of the case.

In considering the prayers of the Petitioners, the Committee responds as follows:

The Kenya Wildlife Service should include in their budget Kshs. 100 million
to complete the 34KM stretch that remains unfenced, further the agency should
consider engaging community wardens as a local solution to enhancing the
capacity of rangers and to boost response rate;

The National Treasury should allocate Kshs. 4.8 billion requested by the
Committee in its Report on the estimates for the Financial Year 2016/2017.
The funds will go towards offsetting pending claims of compensation for
victims of human-wildlife conflict;

The Ministry of Environment & Natural Resources should clear all pending
bills amounting to Kshs. 4.8 billion on compensation to victims of human
wildlife conflict, some of these funds should go towards offsetting all the
pending claims in Meru County; and

KWS should explore a partnership with the Nyayo Tea Zones to plant a belt of
100 Metres next to the forest to act as a buffer zone to prevent elephants from
leaving the forest.
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Hon. Amina Abdalla, CBS, MP

Chairperson, Departmental Committee on Environment & Natural Resources

Report of the Departmental Committee on Environment & Natural Resources



ADOPTION LIST OF THE REPORT ON THE PETITION HUMAN
WILDLIFE CONFLICT IN MERU COUNTY ON 23*” JUNE, 2016 IN CPA
ROOM.

1| Hon. Abdalla, Amina, MP, CBS-CHAIRPERSON
2 Hon. Alexander Kosgey, MP — -
Vice Chairperson
3 Hon. Dukicha, Hassan Abdi,MP
4 Hon. Emanikor, Joyce Akai, MP
5 Hon.Ganya, Francis Chachu, MP E’Q ¢
6 | Hon. Geni, Charles Mongare,MP ' -~
7 Hon. Gure, Shukra Hussein, MP
8 Hon. Ole Kenta, Richard Moitalel, MP (
9 Hon. Mohamed, Diriye Abdullahi, MP
10 | Hon. Murungi, Kathuri, MP —
11 | Hon. Ogalo, George Oner, MP o .
12 | Hon. Sunjeev Kour Birdi, MP (/E{(Z/M ,
13 | Hon. Tonui, Ronald Kiprotich, MP ,W___-._ i
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18 | Hon. Muluvi, Marcus Mutua, MP
19 | Hon. Isaac Mwaura, MP
20 | Hon. Ndiritu, Samuel Mathenge, MP JZ(/&
21 | Hon. Ottichilo, Wilber Khasilwa, MP
22 | Hon. Rop, Jackson Kipkorir, MP (
23 | Hon. Abdinoor, Mohammed Ali, MP \w—
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Hon. Ng'ang'a, Alice Wambui, MP

25 | Hon. Peter Kinyua, MP
26 | Hon. Richard Makenga, MP g“é @3‘1—- {%;) <
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m
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MINUTES OF THE 47™ SITTING OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES HELD ON THURSDAY 23" JUNE,
2016 AT 10.30 AM IN CPA ROOM, PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS

PRESENT

. Hon. Abdalla Amina, CBS, M.P. — Chairperson
. Hon. Ganya Francis Chachu, M.P.
. Hon. Ole Kenta Richard Moitalel, M.P.
. Hon. Mohamed Diriye Abdullahi, M.P
. Hon. Kathuri Murungi, M.P.
. Hon. Sunjeev Kaur Birdi, M.P.
. Hon. Tonui Ronald Kiprotich, M.P
. Hon. Ndiritu Samuel Mathenge, M.P
9. Hon. Abdinoor Mohammed Ali, M.P.
10. Hon. Jude Njomo, M.P.
APOLOGIES
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. Hon. Alexander Kosgey, M.P. — Vice Chairperson
. Hon. Geni Charles Mong’are, M.P.

. Hon. Ogalo George Oner, M.P.

. Hon. Dr. Wanyonyi Reginalda N. M.P.

. Hon. Irea Gideon Mwiti, M.P.

Hon. Rop Jackson Kipkorir, M.P.

. Hon. Peter Kinyua, M.P.

Hon. Ng’ang’a Alice Wambui, M.P.
9. Hon. Joyce Lay, M.P

10. Hon. Isaac Mwaura, M.P

11. Hon. Emanikor Joyce, M.P.

12. Hon. Barua Ejidius Njogu, M.P.
13. Hon. Dukicha Hassan Abdi, M.P.
14. Hon. Zuleikha Hassan, M.P

15. Hon. Gure Shukran Hussein, M.P.
16. Hon. Farah, Abdulaziz Ali, M.P.
17. Hon. Muluvi Marcus Mutua, M.P.
18. Hon. Ottichillo K. Wilber, M.P.
19. Hon. Richard Makenga, M.P



IN-ATTENDANCE

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
1. Ms. Tracy Chebet Koskei - Clerk Assistant II
2. Mr. Hassan A. Arale - Clerk Assistant 111
3. Mr. Wilson Angatangoria - Serjeant At Arms
MIN.NO. DC-ENR/167/2016: PRELIMINARIES

The meeting was called to order at 10.30 am after which pravers were said. The chair then
welcomed the members to the meeting.

MIN. NO. DC-ENR/168/2016: CONSIDERATION OF THE REPORT ON _ THE

PETITION ON THE HUMAN WILDLIFE CONFLICT IN MERU COUNTY;

The committee considered the report and made the following recommendation based on the
prayers of the petitioners;

L

The Kenya Wildlife Service should include in their budget Kshs. 100 million to complete
the remaining part of the fence, further KWS should also consider engaging community
wardens as a local solution to enhancing the capacity of rangers and to boost response
rate;

The National Treasury should allocate Kshs. 4.8 billion requested by the Committee in its
Report on the estimates for the Financial Year 2016/2017 the funds will go towards
offsetting pending claims of compensation for victims of human-wildlife conflict;

The Ministry of Environment & Natural Resources should Clear all pending bills of
Kshs. 4.8 billion on compensation to victims of human wildlife conflict, some of these
funds should go towards offsetting all the pending claims in Meru County; and

KWS to explore a partnership with the Nyayo Tea Zones to plant a belt of 100M of Tea
Leaves to be planted next to the forest to act as a buffer zone to prevent elephants from
leaving the forest.



MIN.NO. DC-ENR/169/2016: ADJOURNMENT

meeting was adjourned at 12.30pm.

----------------------------------------------

(Chalrperson)
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