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CHAIRPERSON'S FOREWORD

This report contains proceedings of the Departmental Committee on Housing, Urban Planning and
Public Works on its consideration of the National Construction Authority (Amendment) 8111,2022
(Notional Assembly Bill No. 59 of 2022), sponsored by Hon. David Gikaria, M.P. The Bill was
published on 18thNovember,2022 and read a First Time on 22"dFebruary,2023. The Bill was
thereafter committed to the Departmental Committee on Housing, Urban Planning and Public Works
pursuant to Standing Order 127.

Pursuant to Article I l8(l)(b) of the Constitution and Standing Order 127(3), the Committee placed
advertisements in the print media on 8th March, 2023 requesting for comments on the Bill from
members of the public and relevant stakeholders. The Committee received memorandum from the
State Department for Public Works.

The Committee considered the views from the stakeholders on Tuesday 25tt' April, 2023. The
sponsor, Hon. David Gikaria was in support of the Bill as it would empower the special interests'
groups. On the other hand, both the State Department for Public Works and the National
Construction Authority were opposed to the amendment proposed in the Bill as it may lead to loss
of revenue. Further, it may open avenues for misuse and abuse as people who did not fall under the
special interest category may find ways of benefiting from this amendment. They were of the view
that the objectives of the Bill can still be achieved without an amendment to the Act. The Committee
considered all the submissions and made its determination regarding the amendments to the National
Construction Authority Act, 201 l.

The Committee wishes to sincerely thank the Offices of the Speaker and of the Clerk of the National
Assembly for the necessary support extended to it in the execution of its mandate. I also take this
opportunity to thank all Members of the Committee for their patience, sacrifice, endurance and
commitment towards the production of this Report. The Committee further wishes to record its
appreciation for services rendered by the Committee Secretariat. Their efforts and input made the
work of the Committee and production of this report possible.

The Committee further wishes to thank Hon. David Gikaria, M.P. for sponsoring the Bill, and the
State Department for Public Works together with the National Construction Authority as

stakeholders who participated in the consideration of the Bill.

On behalf of the Departmental Committee on Housing, Urban Planning and Public Works and
pursuant to the provisions of Standing Order 199 (6), it is my pleasant privilege and honour to present
to this House the Report of the Committee on its consideration of the National Construction
Authority (Amendment) Bill, 2022 (National Assembly Bill No. 59 of 2022), with the
recommendation that be rejected in

JOHANA NG'ENO KIPYEGON, M.P.
Committee on Housin Urban



I.O PREFACE

Pursuant to Standing Order 127(l), the Bill was Read a First Time on Wednesday, 22''"1

February, 2023 and consequently committed to the Departmental Committee on Housing,
Urban Planning and Public Works for consideration and thereafler reporting to the House.

l.l Committee Mandate

2. The Departmental Committee on Housing, Urban Planning and Public Works is established
under Standing Order 216 (l).lts mandate, pursuant to the Standing Order 216 (5), is as

follows:
ct. investigate, inquire into, and report on all matters relating to the mandote,

manogemen\ activities, administration, operations and estimates o.f the assigned
Ministries and departments,'

b. study the programme and policy objectives o.f Ministries and departments and the
e.//bcI ivenes.s of the implementation ;

c. study ancl review oll legislation referred to it;
d. study, a.e.re.rs' and onalyze the relotive success of the Ministries and departmenls as

measured by the results obtained os compqred with their stated objectives;
e. investigate and inquire into all matters relating to the assigned Ministries and

departments as they may deem necessary, and as may be re.ferued to them by the
House,'

./ to vet and report on all appointments where the Constitulion or any lctw requires the
Nalional Assembly to approve, except those under Standing Ordcr 204 (Committee
on Appointments);

./'(a). examine treaties, agreements and conventions;
g. make reports and recommendations to the House as oJten as possihle, including

r e co mme ndat ion o.f proposed le gi s lation,'
h. (delered)
i. consider reports of Commissions and Independent Offices submitted to the Hou.se

pursuant to the provisions of Article 254 of the Constitution; qnd

.i examine any questions raised by Members on a matter within it.s mandate.

3. Further, the Second Schedule to the Standing Orders mandates the Committee to consider
matters relating to the following subjects:

(a) Housing;
(b) Public Works;
(c) Urban Planning;

Metropolitan Affairs;
Housing Development; and
Built Environment.

4. In executing this mandate, the Committee oversights various State Departments, namely
a) The State Department of Housing and Urban Development; and
b) The State Department of Public Works.

(d)
(e)
(f)

,i
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1.2 Committee Membership

5. The Committee on Housing, Urban Planning and Public Works as constituted by the House
comprises of the following members:

Chairperson
Hon. Johana Ng'eno Kipyegon, MP

Emurua Dikirr Constituency
UDA Party

Vice-Chairperson
Hon. Mugambi Mrrrwithania Rindikiri, MP

Buuri Constituency
UDA Party

Members:

Hon. John Waluke Koyi, MP
Sirisia Constituency
Jubilee Partv

Hon. Innocent Obiri Momanyi, MP
Bobasi Constituency
WDM-K Partv

Hon. Samuel Kinuthia Gachobe, MP
Subukia Constituency
UDA Par tv

Hon. Caleb Mutiso Mule, MP
Machakos Town Constituency
MCCP Partv+

Hon. Irene Njoki Mrembo, MP
Bahati Constituency
Jubilee Partv+

Hon. John G. Mwaniki Mukunji, MP
Manyatta Constituency
UDA Partv+

Hon. Esther Muthoni Passaris, OG.W, MP
Nairobi County Women Representative

ODM Partv

Hon. Joshua Kivinda Kimilu, MP
Kaiti Constituency
WDM-K Partv+

Hon. Abraham Kipsang Kirwa, MP
Mosop Constituency
UDA Partv

-

Hon. (Dr.) Daniel Ogwoka Manduku, MP
Nyaribari Masaba Constituency
ODM Partv

-

Hon. Jane Wangechi Kagiri, MP
Laikipia County Women Representative
UDA Partv

-

Hon. Maurice Kakai Bisau, MP
Kiminini Constituency
DAP-K Partv

Hon. Ronald Kamwiko Karauri,MP
Kasarani Constituency
Independent

lilil)Iif lirp.rll ur ir:e llrtrtrrai llrtt:silur:liirn Authoritv (inrcndnrent) Bill. 2U22 (tlational Assernblv Bill |lr: lij r:t ?U27)



1.3 Committee Secretariat

6. The Committee secretariat comprises the following:

Mr. Ahmed Salim Abdalla
Clerk Assistant I / Head of Secretariat

Mr. Dickson Mogeni Gekara
Clerk Assistant III

Ms. Emma Essendi
Senior Legal Counsel

Mr. Josephat Motonu
Senior Fiscal Analvst II

Mr. Nelson Odida
Research Officer III

Mr. Meldrick Kevin Sakani
Audio Recording Officer

Mr. Sisto Gichuhi Macharia
Clerk Assistant III

Mr. James Muguna
Research Officer II

Ms. Esther Ngechu
Senior Serjeant-At-Arms

Mr. Ambrose Nguti
Media Relations Officer II
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2.0 OVERVIEW OF THE NATIONAL CONSTRUCTTON AUTHORTTY (AMENDMENT)
.BrLL,2022 (NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 59 OF 2022)

2.1 Analysis of the Bill

7. The Bill seeks to amend the National Construction Authority Act, No. 4l of 201I to provide
that women, youth and persons living with disabilities with start-up businesses who apply to
be registered as contractors under category six, seven and eight shall be exempted from
paying the prescribed fee. The amendment seeks to recognize women, youth and persons
living with disabilities as marginalized groups and to cushion them from the burden of paying
registration fees.

8. Clause l: Provides for the short title.

9. Clause 2: Proposes an amendment to section l7 of the National Construction Authority Act,
201I by inserting a new subsection (2A) immediately after subsection (2) which provides as
follows:

(2A) Despite subsection (2), wome4 youth and persons with disabilities who apply to be
registered by the Board as contractors shall be exempted from paying the prescribed
re gistration fee where -(a) the business is a startup business venture; and

(b) the.fee does not exceedfifteen thousand shillings.

10. The Bill does not delegate legislative powers and neither does it limit fundamental rights and
freedoms.

ll.The Bill does not concern county govemments in terms of Article llO(l)(a) of the
Constitution.

12. The enactment of the Bill may occasion additional expenditure of public funds to be provided
for in the estimates.



3.0 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION/STAKEHOLDERS CONSULTATION

13. Following the call for memoranda from the public through the placement of advertisements
in the print media on 8th March, 2023 inviting stakeholders to submit their views on the Bill,
the Committee received memorandum from the State Department for Public Works which
views which were supported by the National Construction Authority.

14. On l3th June 2023,the Committee considered its report on the Bill and adopted it at the same
sitting.

3.1 Submissions by the State Department for Public Works

15. In their submission to the Committee, the State Department provided a background regarding
regulation of a contractor under the National Construction Authority Act, No. 4l of 201 l.
They broadly covered the following issues in their submission:

a) Requirement for registration as a contractor under section I 5 of the Act;
b) Definition of a contractor under section l6 of the Act;
c) Application for Registration as a contractor under section l7 of the Act;
d) Contractor classification (classes of contract works); and
e) Contractor registration fees.

16. The State Department further explained that registration of contractors was important to
ensure safety of the citizens. This is because a registered contractor has the technical
capability to deliver a project in accordance with the requirements of the government.

17. The State Department was of the view that the proposed amendment, although well-
intentioned, may open avenues for misuse. For instance, the waiver may be subject to abuse
where firms may seek partnerships with youth, women and persons living with disabilities
to qualify for the waiver. To cure this, the Authority proposed a requirement that companies
under this special category must have as their principal bank signatories youth, women and
people living with disabilities.

18. The State Department further submitted that section 42(l) of the Act has given the Cabinet
Secretary powers to make regulations. Under Regulation 27 of the National Construction
Authority Regulations2014, the Authority may, with the approval of the Cabinet Secretary,
determine the fees payable from time to time in respect of any matter required for purposes
of the NCA Act, 2011. The NCA was of the opinion that the issue of prescribing fees with
respect to any matter required for the purposes of the NCA Act, 201 I should be set out via
Regulations and not legislation.

19. The State Department provided a comparative analysis of how other Authorities managed
the issue of fees. For instance, the National Transport and Safety Authority (NTSA), the
Insurance Regulatory Authority (lRA) and the Board of Registration of Architects and
Quantity Surveyors (BORAQS) all have Regulations which cover the issue of prescribing
fbes in respect to any matter required under their respective Acts.

20. The State Department stated that it is through these provisions that the NCA Board with the
approval of the Cabinet Secretary has waived the accreditation fees from time to time for site
supervisors and construction workers. They submitted that the same approach may be taken
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for women, youth and persons with disabilities who apply to be registered by the Board as
contractors. The State Department explained that the intended objectives may still be
obtained without an amendment to the Act through such waivers.

2l. The State Department for Public Works indicated that one of the objectives of the Authority's
registration system is to generate revenue. The funds collected from such payments are
usually used for development purposes such as the promotion of training on various aspects
of the construction business, dissemination of information and networking, promotion of
partnership and joint ventures between local, foreign contractors, and research on the
construction business.

22.The National Construction Authority (NCA) submitted that section 34 (2) (b) provides that
the charges levied on contractors on services given by the Authority are one of the sources
of funds for the National Construction Authority Fund.

23. Further, the State Department for Public Works noted that the youth should be encouraged
to make use of the Hustler Fund as a source of money for registration fee purposes.

24.The NCA informed the committee that if the proposed amendments were to be adopted, the
Authority will be forced to seek provisions for more funds from the exchequer to supplement
their budget. It was their submission that due to the existing financial constraints, there was
no assurance that the National Treasury will be able to adequately fill in the gap. They gave
the example of the Construction Levy which was abolished in 2017, with a promise that any
gap will be supplemented by the exchequer. However, the Authority was still struggling
linancially to date.

25. ln conclusion, the State Department for Public Works recommended reconsideration of the
proposed amendments to the National Construction Authority (Amendment) Bill 2022.

3.2 Submissions by Hon. David Gikaria, M.P., (Sponsor of the Bill)

26. The Honourable Member informed the Committee that the proposed amendment to the NCA
Act, 2011 was brought about by the need in constituencies to provide opportunities to the
special interest groups, that is, youth, women and people living with disabilities registering
start-up companies under categories 8,7 and 6. He noted that despite registering companies,
they were still unable to access contracts due to the registration fees demanded by the
National Construction Authority. The Bill therefore seeks to exempt this group from paying
registration fee.

27.The Hon. Member noted that section 157 (10) of the Public Procurement and Asset Disposal
Act,2015 provides that every procuring entity shall ensure that at least 30% of its
procurement value in every financial year is allocated to the youth, women and persons with
disabilities. For this reason, it was important that the exemption is provided for the three
categories under the NCA Act,20l I so that they can fully access the benefits provided for
under Public Procurement and Asset Disposal Act, 2015.

28. The Hon. Member clarified to the Committee that the proposed amendment to the NCA Act,
2011 will not affect revenue generation of NCA significantly since the exemption is on



registration of start-up companies only and that they will continue paying annual subscription
fee as required.

29.The Committee was further informed by the Hon. Member that without the amendment, the
vulnerable groups will continue being misused by the already established contractors to
registernewcompaniesontheirbehalfsoastobenefitfromtheprovisionsofsection 157(10)
of the Public Procurement and Asset Disposal Act 201 5.

30. In support of the Bill, the Hon. Member noted that the amendment to the NCA Act, 201I
will help ease unemployment rates amongst the youth as it will help jumpstart their start,up
businesses.

HllPIrWr Ilrpor{ r,r ilie l,laticiral []orsrLrction Author.iti, (Amendment) Bill, 2022 (|lati0nal Asserrbly Bill l,|o. 53 of 2022)
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4.0 COMMITTEE'S OBSERVATIONS

3l. The Committee observed as follows:

That the exemption sought through the Bill is within the existing powers of the
Cabinet Secretary and the NCA Board, as per section 42(l) of the Act and Regulation
27 of the National Construction Authority Regulations,20l4.

That section 42 of the National Construction Authority Act,20l1 provides for power
to make Regulations:

42. (l) The Minister may in consultation with the Board, make regulations
generally.for the better carrying out of the purposes of this Act.
(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the .foregoing, regulation made
under this section may provide for-
(a) the manner of payment of the levy imposed under section 29,'
(b) the manner of service o.f any notice required under Act,'

hp fppc nnrJ .s to he nnid i n?cl on res f nnv ter reouired fitr
purposes o!'this Act;
(d) the monner and forms of accreditation and certification o.f contractor.s,
skilled construction workers qnd construction site supervisors;
(e) the responsibilities and control of the fficers and servants of the
Authority;
(fl the performance of the functions, the exercise of the powers and discharge
o./ rhe duties of the Authority under thi.s Act, and
(g) anyother matter lo give effect to the provisions o.f this Act.
(3) Regulations made under this section shall be tabled in Parliament ./br
approval be.fore laking ffict.

iii. That Regulation2T of the National Construction Authority Regulations20l4 outlines
how such fees may be prescribed:

27. (1) There shall be payable to the Authority suchJbes.for its service:; as the
Aulhority may, with the approval of the Cabinet Secretary, determine .from
time to lime.
(2) Thefees determined under sub-Regulation (l) above shall be publi.shed in
lhe Kenya Gazette.

iv. That the Bill is well-intentioned but the benefits can be achieved without amending
the National Construction Authority Act, 20ll by the Authority in consultation with
the Cabinet Secretary approving waivers from time to time.

v. That the provisions of the Bill if enacted will supersede those of the Regulations as
provisions in the Act take precedence over the provisions in Regulations.

vi. That the Bill can be subject to abuse and that there should be punitive measures or
penalties to discourage abuse of the registration fee waiver.

rl



vii. That the registration fee charges levied to the contractors in the higher categories
should be adjusted upwards to cover for the waiver granted to the special groups.
This is to ensure that NCA does not lose a lot of revenue from the waiver.

viii. That the Bill is in line with the current government's strategy of empowering the
fi nancially weak persons.

ix. That the proposed waiver of registration fees should be done on a case-by-case basis
administratively as not all women, youth and persons with disability are unable to
raise the registration fees.

That section 157 (10) of the Public Procurement and Asset Disposal Act,20l5
already provides that30oh of contracts shall be reserved for these special groups and
therefore there already exists legislation to uplift them.

x.

xi. That the contracts involve huge sums of money. For example, a contractor under
category 8 who pays a registration fee of Kshs. 5, 000 is expected to undertake
contracts worth Kshs. 10,000,000 (building), Kshs. 5,000,000 (specialist) and Kshs.
20, 000, 000 (roads and civil). Such a company ought to have the capacity to pay the
registration fees.

xii. That the registration fee is a major source of revenue for the National Construction
Authority which already had its income reduced by the abolition of the construction
levy. The Bill if adopted would further constrain an already struggling institution.
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5.0 COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATION

The Committee having considered the National Construction Authority (Amendment) BilI,2022
(National Assembly Bill No. 59 of 2022), the stakeholders' comments on the Bill and the above
observations recommends that the House rejects the Bill in its entirety. The Committee shall
propose amendments to the Bill during the Committee of the Whole House as contained in the
Schedule.

Signed
HON. J G'ENO KIPYEGON, M.P.

CHAIRPERSON
DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON

HOUSING, URBAN P NG

b
AND PUBLIC WORKS

@aqgDate

i.l



SCHEDULE OF AMENDMENTS

CLAUSE I
That the Bill be arnended by deleting Clause 1.

CLAUSE 2

That tlie Bill be arnended by deleting Clause 2



G OF THE DEP
COMMITTEE ON HOUSING, URBAN PLANNING AND PUBLIC WORKS HELD ON
TUESDAY. I3TH .II]NE 2023 AT 12:25 P. . IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM ON sTH

( FLOOR. CONTINENTAL HOUSE. PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS

MEMBERS PRESENT
l. Hon. Johana Ng'eno Kipyegon, M.P. - Chairperson
2. Hon. Mugambi Murwithania Rindikiri, M.P. - Vice Chairperson
3. Hon. John Waluke Koyi, M.P.
4. Hon. Esther Muthoni Passaris, OGW, M.P.
5. Hon. Joshua Kivinda Kimilu, M.P.
6. Hon. Caleb Mutiso Mule, M.P.
7. Hon. Daniel Ogwoka Manduku, M.P.
8. Hon. Irene Njoki Mrembo, M.P.
9. Hon. Jane Wangechi Kagiri, M.P.
10. Hon. John G. Mwaniki Mukunji, M.P.

MEMBERS ABSENT WITH APOLOGY
I 1. Hon. Innocent Obiri Momanyi, M.P.
12. Hon. Abraham Kipsang Kirwa, M.P.
13. Hon. Maurice Kakai Bisau, M.P.
14. Hon. Ronald Kamwiko Karauri, M.P
15. Hon. Samuel Kinuthia Gachobe, M.P

SECRETARIAT
l. Mr. Ahmed Salim Abdalla
2. Mr. Sisto Gichuhi Macharia
3. Mr. Dickson Mogeni Gekara
4. Ms. Emma Esendi
5. Mr. James Muguna
6. Mr. Mr. Nelson Odida
7. Ms. Florence Wanja
8. Mr. Ambrose Munywoki Nguti

- Clerk Assistant I
- Clerk Assistant III
- Clerk Assistant III
- Senior Legal Counsel
- Research Officer II
- Research Officer III
- Protocol Officer
- Media Relations Officer

AGENDA
l. Prayers;
2. Preliminaries;
3. Confirmation of minutes
4. Report writing on the National Construction Authority (Amendment) Bill, 2022;

- Committee Observations and Recommendations
- Adoption of the Committee Report (Proposer & Seconder)

5. Any Other Business; and
6. Adjournment.

MIN No. HUPPW 12312023: PRELIMINARIES
The meeting was called to order by the Chairperson at 12.25 p.m. followed by introduction from
Members and then the Secretariat. He then opened the floor for members to debate and make their
final observations and recommendations on the proposed amendments to the National
Construction Authority (Amendment) bill, 2022.



MIN No. HUPPW 12412023: CONFIRMATION OF MINIITES OF' THE
PREVIOUS SITTINGS

I . Minutes of the 26tr' sitting which was held on l8tr' May 2023 were confirmed as a true record of the

proceedings, after having been proposed by the Hon. Caleb Mule, M.P. and seconded by Hon. John

Waluke, M.P.
2. Minutes of the 27tr' sitting which was held on 7'h June 2023 were confirmed as a true record of the

proceedings, after having been proposed by the Hon. Esther Passaris, M.P. and seconded by Hon.
Caleb Mule, M.P.

MIN No. HUPPW 125120232 COMMITTEE OBSERVATIONS ANt)
RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE NATIONAL
CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY (AMENDMENT)
BILL.2022 NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 59 OF
2022\

After considering the National Construction Authority (Amendment) Bill, 2022, the Committee
observed that:

i. That the exemption sought through the Bill is within the existing powers of the

Cabinet Secretary and the NCA Board, as per section 42(l) of the Act and

Regulation 27 of the National Construction Authority Regulations,2014.
ii. That the Bill is well-intentioned but the benefits can be achieved without amending

the National Construction Authority Act, 201I by the Authority in consultation
with the Cabinet Secretary approving waivers from time to time.

iii. That the provisions of the Bill if enacted will supersede those of the Regulations as

provisions in the Act take precedence over the provisions in Regulations.
iv. That the Bill can be subject to abuse and that there should be punitive measures or

penalties to discourage abuse of the registration fee waiver.
v. That the registration fee charges levied to the contractors in the higher categories

should be adjusted upwards to cover for the waiver granted to the special groups.

This is to ensure that NCA does not lose a lot of revenue from the waiver.
vi. That the Bill is in line with the current government's strategy of empowering the

financially weak persons.
vii. That the proposed waiver of registration fees should be done on a case-by-case

basis administratively as not all women, youth and persons with disability are

unable to raise the registration fees.

viii. That section 157 (10) of the Public Procurement and Asset Disposal Act,20l5
already provides that 30%o of contracts shall be reserved for these special groups

and therefore there already exists legislation to uplift them.
ix. That the contracts involves huge sums of money. For example, a contractor under

category 8 who pays a registration fee of Kshs. 5, 000 is expected to undertake
contracts worth Kshs. 10, 000, 000 (building), Kshs. 5, 000, 000 (specialist) and

Kshs. 20, 000, 000 (roads and civil). Such a company ought to have the capacity to
pay the registration fees.

x. That the registration fee is a major source of revenue for the National Construction
Authority which already had its income reduced by the abolition of the construction
levy. The Bill if adopted would further constrain an already struggling institution.
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MIN NO. HUPPW 12612023: ADOPTION OF COMMITTEE REPORT ON ITS
CONSIDERATION OF THE NATIONAL
CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY (AMENDMENT)
BTLL,2022

The committee adopted the report on its consideration of the National Construction Authority
(Amendment) Bill, 2022 Qrlational Assembly Bill No. 59 of 2022), with the recommendation that
the committee rejects the Bill in its entirety. Adoption of the report was proposed by Hon. Daniel
Ogwoka Manduku, M.P. and seconded by Hon. John G. Mwaniki Mukunji, M.P.

MIN No. HUPPW 12712023: ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1. The Vice-Chairperson urged Members to be actively involved in committee's activities for

it to be vibrant.
2. Members proposed that the committee undertakes field visits to oversight stalled, ongoing

and completed projects under its purview.
3. The Hon. Members proposed that the committee plans for intemational visits to benchmark

on successful and unsuccessful affordable housing projects in countries such as Malaysia,
Egypt, India, Singapore, Bahamas, Brazil and Morocco among others in the next financial
year 202312024.

MIN No. HUPPW 128/2023: ADJOURNMENT
There being no other business to transact, the sitting adjourned at 2:04p.m. Next meeting to be

held on Thursday l5th J at l0:00 a.m

Signed
n)(

Date... 6 ?38,o ED
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ANOPTTON OF'THF COMMITTF'F' RF'PORT ON TTS CONSJDF'RATTON OF'THF
NATTON ^ L CONSTRUCTTON ^ UTHORTTY (AMF'NNMENT) RIT L. 2022

(RIr r NO. 5a OF 2022)

We, the Members of the Departmental Committee on Housing, Urban Planning and Public

Works have, pursuant to Standing Order 199, adopted this Report of the Committee on its

Consideration of the National Construction Authority (Amendment) Bill,2022 (BillNo. 59 of

2022) and affixed our signatures to affirm our approval and confirm its accuracy, validity and

authenticity

1. Hon. Johana Ng'eno Kipyegon, M.P. - Chairperson

2. Hon. Mugambi Murwithania Rindikiri, M.P. - Vice Chair

3. Hon.John Waluke Koyi, M.P

4. Hon. Esther Muthoni Passaris, OGW, M.P

5. Hon. Innocent Obiri Momanyi, M.P

6. Hon. Joshua Kivinda Kimilu, M.P

7. Hon. Samuel Kinuthia Gachobe, M.P

8. Hon. Abraham Kipsang Kirwa, M.P

9. Hon. Caleb Mutiso Mule, M.P

10. Hon. Daniel Ogwoka Manduku, M.P

I l. Hon. Irene Njoki Mrembo, M.P.

12. Hon. Jane Wangechi Kagiri, M.P

13. Hon. John G. Mwaniki Mukunji, M.P

14. Hon. Maurice Kakai Bisau, M.P

15. Hon. Ronald Kamwiko Karauri, M.P.
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Bridging the gap EBK chief executive says women are often

NMG editors feted at
Women leaders in
the fields of engi-
neering and innova-
tion and technology
were also awarded

excluded from the digital wortd due to various factors

Women's Daygala

-::

BYWANJA MBUTHTA

md digital education.Ihe da
thene is DigitALL IffiorEtior
Technology forGende Eoulit

EBK Registnr and CEO'M$
ret Otai urted Kenyan wm
and gltsnottorcl€niintt i..
$tit ofequal o,ppctudties in t
diEita.l md innmauon sDaG.
well .a. sciencq technolrty, eq
neeruE and mathematie (Sts
courses in rhmh

'We would liie to see as mar
Kenyan girls leading the dir
tal reolution and wianimTi
board.is ken on ensuringiglo
ar entmffiing standards m e;
trenched here in Kenva so tli:
ou girtsand women cinereti
technology and irurovation sii
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MsOgai.

She fi.rthernoted that dsDit,
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digital tendsgap remairo asie
nifirant prcblem. She raid gili
ano women are often cxduds
tom thedigital uDrtddue !o fac
toB srch s lad( ofacrrs to tech
nolory, cuJtural restrictions mr
gender-based violene.

N*xi#f,,*['it
ga-odmbe were among Kenyan
uDmen feted at a gala dinneion
Monday tocrlebnte this yees IF
tfrEtional Women\ De

The celebntions hela it Raair.
son Blu in Upper HiU, Nairobi,
were orgmised by a loca.l busi- Some ofths awards reciDlont8

(abrye) at tlre event held'at Ra-
dison Blu in UpperHiil Naircbi.
NMG Executive Editor pamsta
Sittonl (top right) and cendsr
and Partnershlps Edltor Dor-
cas Muga-Odumbe were alm
award6d. pHoTot pool

ness rrporters association with
support from the Engineers
Board ofKenya (EBIO and Cen-
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tion md technology who are do-
lng sceptionally well.

AIso celebrated at the event
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Nqima Ismail a Multimaia iou-
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second and thfud,respectivek
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for their work in highlighting the
impact ofthe didtal gender gap
n thetr mpectiw sectoF and the
widening economic and social

inequality They weE also m-
nised for amplifying the imDoi-
tmce of prctecting t}le riehi of
womm and gfuls in digital smB
md addrgsing online ma th-a
cilitated tenderbasd violerre.
This year, the Internation-

al Women's Day rccognises and
celebmtes the women and eids
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of tmnsformative technology

for the Kenya
were women engineers
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MEMORANDUM ON THE NATIONAL CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY
(ATVTENDMENT) BrLL 20/22

SUPPLEMENTARY INFOR]UATION

In furtherance to the memorandum that was submitted by the State
Department for Public Works in March 2023, the following information is also
intended to inform the committee on the data that has been collected over the
years in relation to contractors under the Access to Government Procurement
Opportunities (AGPO). This information provides the numbers of registered
contractors registered either as Women, Youth or Persons living with
Disabilities on the NCA Register of Contractors. These are registrations across
the different categories from NCA 8 to 6 and also covering the various classes
of works as provided for under the third schedule of the NCA Act. These
include Building Works, Civil Engineering Works, Electrical Engineering
Services and Mechanical Engineering Services.

No. FY Total No. of Contractors Total AIA

Kshs

1 2022-2023 853 15,662,600.O0

2 202r-2022 4213 119,379,500.OO

3 2020-202t 5092 113,347,500.00

4 20t9-2020 5408 112,933,500.00

5 2018-20t9 3621 80,958650.00

6 2077-20t8 2612 66,955,650.O0

56,258,000.O07 20t6-2017 2063

Construction services are technical in nature. The process of evaluation of a
contractor for registration is also tedious requiring key skills in the field of
construction to ensure that only competent persons are registered as
contractors.

a
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Over and above the registration process, there is also the qualit5r assurance
process which requires appropriately qualified personnel of the Authority to
physically visit construction sites to assure the consumers of construction
services that the contractors are doing the right thing and that the quality of
the works is to the expected standards. These contractors not only undertake
public sector projects but also offer services to the private sector.

Furthermore, there is capacity building that is also undertaken for the
industry both for the contractors and the skilled construction workers who
provide services to the industry.

All these activities require appropriate resources in order to ensure that the
NCA is able to meet its mandate but also grow and expand the construction
industry in Kenya.

Removing the licence fee for the AGPO group will greatly hamper the ability of
the Authority to deliver on its mandate and thus compromise on the quality
of contractors being registered.

J Arumonyang
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY
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MEMORANDUM ON THE NATIONAL CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY
(ATVTENDMENTI BILL 2022

1.O BACKGROUND

The National Construction Authority (NCA) is established by the National
Construction Authority Act No. 41 of 20 11 (hereinafter referred to as the Act')
(copA enclosed), which carne into effect on the 8ft of June 2OL 1. In the exercise
of the Cabinet Secretary's powers conferred under Section 42 of. the Act, the
National Construction Authority Regulations were adopted by the National
Assembly and took effect on 6th June 2Ol4 by Notice in the Kenya Gazette.

1'he object for which the Authority is established is to oversee the construction
industry and coordinate its development. In addition, Section 5(2) (a) of the
Act states that the Authority shall promote and stimulate the development,
improvement and expansion of the construction industry.

The National Construction Authority (Amendment) Bill 2022 has been
reviewed, and our written submissions are outlined below.

2.O THE NATTONAL CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY (AMENDMENTI BILL
2022

2.L Introduction

The National Construction Authority (Amendment) Bill 2022 (herein referred
to as '8il1) is an Act of Parliament that seeks to amend the National
Construction Act No. 41 of 2OIL.

The principal object of the Bill is to amend the National Construction
Authority Act, No.4 L of 20 1 1, to ensure women, youth and persons living with
disabilities with startup businesses who apply to be registered as contractors
under categories six, seven and eight are exempted from paytng the prescribed
fee. The amendment seeks to recognize women, youth and persons living with
disabilities as marginalized groups and to cushion them from the burden of
paying registration fees.

2.2 Amendments

The Bill seeks to make the following amendments to the National Construction
Authority Act, No. 41 of 2OLL-

2lPage
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Sectlon 2 of the Natlonq.l Consttttctlon Authorlq (Amendment) Blll
2022

The National Constntction Authority Act, 2017 is amended in section 17
by inserting the follouting new subsection immediatelg afier subsection
(2)-
(2A) Despite subsection (2), women, gouth and persons uith disabilities
who apply to be registeredby the Board as contractors shallbe exempted
from paging the prescibed registration fee where -
(a) the buslness is a startup business uenture; and

(b)the fee does not exceed fifieen thousand shillings.

3.O REGULATION OF A CONTRACTOR UNDER THE NATIONAL
CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY ACT NO. 41 OF 2011

Pursuant to the mandate of the National Construction Authority to oversee
the construction industry and coordinate its development, the functions of
the Authority are categorized into three, namely:

a) Regulatory;
b) Capacity Building and Training; and
c) Advisory.

Given the regulatory function, the Authority is empowered to register and
regulate the performance of contractors and accredit skilled construction
workers and site supervisors. Further, the Authority carries out its regulatory
functions in the construction industry concerning the registration of projects
and undertaking quality assurance activities to ensure conformity to
standards.

According to Section 5(2) (d) and (k) of the Act, the Authority shall prescribe
the qualifications or other attributes required for registration as a contractor
under the Act and accredit and register contractors and regulate their
professional undertakings, respectively. It is important to note that a
developer must engage a registered contractor in all construction activities.

Section 5 (2) (d) and (k) of the NCA Act states:

5P) Wfthout preJudlce to the generaltty of subsectlon (7), the
Authorltg shall-
(d) prescrlbe the quallficatlons or other attt'lbutes requlred for
reglstratlon as a contractor under thls Act

(k) Accredlt and reglster contractors and regulate thelr
p rofe s slo nal unde rtaklng s.

3lPage
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3.1 Registration of a Contractor - Section 15 of the NCA Act

A person shall only carry on the business of a contractor if registered by the
Board of the Authority in accordance with the Act.

Further, a person seeking registration shall, in the case of a firm, be eligible
for registration if at least one of the partners or directors of the firm possesses
such technical qualifications, skills or experience as the Board may from time
to time prescribe.

Any person who carries on the business of a contractor without being
registered commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not
exceeding one million shillings, or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
three years or to both, and in the case of a continuing offence, to a fine not
exceeding one hundred thousand shillings for every day or part thereof during
which the offence continues.

3,2 Deflnition of a Contractor - Section 16 of the Act
A person carries on business as a contractor where such person, for reward
or other valuable consideration, undertakes the construction, installation or
erection for any other person of any structure situated below, on or above the
ground, or other work connected therewith, or the execution for any other
person, of any alteration or otherwise to any structure or other work
connected therewith and undertakes to supply -

a) The materials necessary for the work or is authoized to exercise control
over the type, quality or use of the materials supplied by any other
person;

b) The labour necessary for the work or is authorized on behalf of the
person for whom the work is undertaken to employ or select workmen
for employment whether under a contract of service or otherwise.

3.3 Application for Registration as a Contractor - Section 17

Under Section 17 of the Act, a person or firm may apply to the Board for
registration as a contractor and, in their application, must demonstrate to the
Board that the person/firm (at least one director);

a) The holder of the minimum technical qualifications and skills
prescribed by the Board for the class of contract works in respect for
which registration is sought;

b) Has the necessa-r1r experience prescribed by the Board in works
involving construction, erection, installation, alteration or any other
activity;

c) Has professional and general conduct which, in the opinion of the
Board, makes the person suitable to be registered under the Act;

4lPage
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d) Has the necessary plant and equipment for the category of works for
which registration is sought.

Upon registration, the person shall be issued a certificate of registration
indicating the registration number, the class of works for which they
registered, the date of registration and duration of registration.

3.4 Contractor Classiflcation (Classes of Contract 1[Iorksf

As provided under the Third Schedule of the Act, contractors may apply to
undertake construction works in the following classes;

A - Building Works
B - Ciuil Engineering Works
C - Electrical Engineering Seruices (Electical Installation & Electronic)
D - Mechanical Engineering Seruices

The NCA Regulations 2014 permit a local contractor to register in one or more
categories according to the class of construction works to be undertaken.

3.5 Contractor Registration Fees

In line with the NCA Act, NCA Regulations and the National Construction
Authority's Citizen Service Delivery Charter, local contractors are required to
pay a fee of Ksh. 5,000 - Ksh.100, 000 depending on the contractor category.

Annual license renewal costs are valued between Ksh. 2, 500 and Ksh. 30,
000.

4.O ANALYSIS OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS IN THE NATIONAL
CoNSTRUCTION AUTHORITY (AMENDMENTI BrLL 20.22

4.L Importance of NCA Contractor's Reglstration Certlflcate

According to the Black's Law Dictionary Second (2nd) Edition, "Registration"
is defined as recording; inserting in an official register; the act of making a
list, catalogue, schedule, or register, particularly of an official character, or of
making entries therein.

Regarding the construction industry in Kenya, the term "Registration" refers
to the official recognition that a person/firm is required to have to practice
and operate in Kenya.

Every construction firm must meet a specific criterion to be registered.
Further, the applicant must submit documentary evidence to support the
information which it provides.

I
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Registered contractors are placed in categories indicating the size of the
projects (in monetary terms) they can undertake and tender. Further, the
classification also denotes the capacity and capability of the Iirms. The
registration is usually valid for a three (3) year period, subject to payment of
an annual fee.

In view of the above, contractor registration is essential to ensure the safety
of its citizens:

1. A registered contractor has the technical capability to dellver a
proJect: Without a formal process to license and evaluate the skills of
a contractor, many persons may be hiring a person/firm that is not
skilled in the techniques and systems needed to complete a job
correctly. By hiring a registered contractor and having a registration
system in place, citizens can have increased confidence that
construction work will be done by a person who has demonstrated
competency.

2. The requirements of the government will be met: It is an offence to
engage in contracting business without a certificate first being
obtained. The purpose of the contractor's registration is to ensure, for
the public's safety, that only qualified and reliable contractors are
allowed to undertake construction in the country. Registration also
aims to promote and benefit the public and private sectors through the
orderly growth of the construction sector and upgrading construction
capability.

The NCA contractor's registration certificate operates as a business license,
ensuring that a person/firm undertaking construction projects have the
necessary professional and technical capability to deliver a project with the
requisite quality and durability.

4.2 Prescrlption of Fees under NCA Regulatlons 2OL4

As the State Department for Public Works, we recognize that regulation is a
means to a critical end and is, therefore, essential for the proper functioning
of the construction industry. So often, Regulations are written to implement
the specifics of particular legislation.

According to Section 42 of the National Construction Authority Act No. 4l of
20Ll -

Pouter to ma,ke Regulatlons.

42, (1) The Mlntster mag, ln consultatlon wtth the Board, make

regulatlotu, genera.llg for the better can'glng out of the putposes
of thts Act,

SlPage



2) Wtthout preJudtce to the generaltfu of the precedlng, regulatlon
made under thls sectlon mag provlde for-
(a) the manner of payment of the leug lmposed under sectlon 29;

(b) the mrr,nner of serulce of ang notlce requlred. under Act;

(c) the fees and. charqes to be pald ln respect of anu matter
reoulred for pur?oses of thls Act;

(d) the mo;nner and. fonns o/ accredltatlon and. certlflcatlon of
contractors, sftilled constntctlon utorkers and constntctlon slte
supentlsors;

(e) the responslbllltles and control of the offlcers and sentants of
the Authorttg;

(fl the perfonnance of the fitnctlons. the exerclse of the pouters
and dlscharqe of the dutles of the Authorldt und.er thls Act, and.

(g) any other matter to glue effect to the provlslotts of thts Act.

(3) Regulatlons mad.e und.er thts sectlon sho,ll be tabled ln
Parllamentfor approaal before taklng effect.

Under Regulation 27 of the National Construction Authority Regulations
2014:

27. (l) There shall be pagable to the Authortty such fees for lts
sentlces as the Authoritg tudU, wtth the approaal of the Cablnet
Secretary, detertnlne from tlme to tlme,

(2) The fees deterrnlned under sub Regulatlon (l) aborrc shall be
publtshed tn the Kenga Gqzette.

According to the National Construction Authority (Amendment) Bill, 2022,
women, youth and persons with disabilities who apply to be registered by the
Board as contractors shall be exempted from paying the prescribed
registration fee where the fee does not exceed fifteen thousand shillings.

In view of the foregoing, the issue of prescribing fees with respect to any
matter required for the purposes of the NCA Act shall be set out via
Regulations and not Legislation. Fees are a regulation issue; hence, the NCA
Act need not be amended in view of Section 42 of the National Construction
Authority Act No. 41 of 2OlL.

a
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D 4.3 Waiver of Accreditation Fees for Slte Supervisors and Construction
Vlorkers

In view of the Authority's regulatory function, the Authority is mandated
under Section 5 (21 (l) of the NCA Act to accredit and certify skilled
construction workers and construction site superwisors.

Construction workers and site supervisors are required to accredit with NCA,
which confirms their level of education, expertise and experience. The
function of accreditation has been provided at a fee of Kshs. 1,000 for skilled
workers and Kshs. 2,000 for site supervisors, renewable after three years.

To boost the function of the accreditation of workers, the Board has, from
time to time, waived the accreditation fees of workers for a certain period. The
waiver means that the Ksh. 1,000 for construction workers and Ksh. 2,000
for construction site supervisors, payable every three years, is no longer
applicable until a specific time.

Hence, the Board may waive the requirements of the NCA Regulations in
exceptional cases at its discretion to boost the functions of the Authority or
to avoid substantial injustice or great hardship in the construction industry.

4.4 Importance of payment of Contractors' Reglstratlon Fees

Given the proposed amendments in the National Construction Authority
(Amendment) Bill 2022, it will be crucial to recognize and appreciate the
impetus of registration of Contractors and payment of registration fees.

The objective of the Authority is to ensure that the construction industry is
served by competent contractors who obserwe business ethics and care for the
quality of work, environment and safety of workers and the public at large.

One of the objectives of the Authority's registration system is to generate
reaenue.

Construction firms are required to pay a fee to the Authority in order to be
registered. The funds collected from such payments are usually used for
developmental purposes such as the promotion of training on aspects of the
construction business, dissemination of information and networking,
promotion of partnership and joint ventures between local and foreign
contractors and research on the construction business.

According to Section 34 of the NCA Act, a Fund shall be established to be
known as the Natlonal Constnrctlon Fund,, which shall vest in the
Authority.

Under Section 34 (2l', there shall be paid to the Fund -

I
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a) the lntttal budgetary proulslon by the fuuernment as start-up
capttal for the establlshment of the Authorlty;

b) the charaes leuled. on contractors on sertlces alaen bu the
Author-lttt;

c) such monegs or assets ds mag accrue to or uest ln the Authorttg
ln the course of the exerclse of tts pourers or the perfonnance
of tt^s functlons under thls Act or under any other utrltten la u;

d) all proceed.s from the levg lmposed under sectlon 37; and

e) all monegs from any other source provlded for or donated. or
lent to the Authorttg.

In view of the preceding, the Authority has implemented various positive
measures from the charges levied on contractors on serwices given by the
Authority:

1. Capacity building programmes

One of the main objectives of the National Construction Fund is to equip
contractors with the necessary technical and management skills to make
them more competitive in the local and foreign markets. The training
organized by the Authority focuses on contractors'needs, encompasses all
contractors and considers lessons learnt from previous training programs. It
seeks to enhance their capacity and capability.

The Authority is building and improving the capacity of Local Contractors
through:

a) Continuous Professional Development (CPD) seminars-

i. Regional Contractors seminars;
ii. Sector-based Seminars for Road, Building, Water, Electrical &

Mechanical Contractors ;

iii. Induction Seminars for newly registered contractors; and
iv. Online CPD Webinars & Masterclasses.

b) Collaborative Training programmes-

Partnerships & MoU Agreements; and
Accredited CPD Providers.

c) Facilitating access to affordable funding and financing options.

a
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d) Facilitating access to affordable construction plants and equipment

2. Business Development, Technology transfer and acquisition

The Authority is responsible for promoting technologr transfer, acquisition
and adaptation of new and modern technologies by Contractors. The
Authority has also developed business initiatives that introduce local
contractors to international construction markets.

The Authority obligates the partnership and joint ventures between local and
foreign contractors. The enforcement of the requirements for registration as a
Foreign contractor as per the NCA Act, which includes 30% sub-contracting
or Joint Ventures to local contractors and skills transfer.

3. Research into matters relatlng to the Construction Industry

The Authority also promotes research culture in the construction industry,
focusing on critical factors including funding, markets, materials, equipment
and workforce. The Authority has conducted various research studies wherein
reports have been published. Some of the studies include;

a) Study on building failures in Kenya.
b) Study on the involvement of MSMEs in the construction industry in

Kenya.
c) Study on the adoption of alternative building technologies for the

affordable housing programme in Kenya.
d) Study on construction and demolition of waste management in

Kenya.
e) Study on the Domestic Construction industry Capacity for Kenya.

Therefore, continuous research into the issues and challenges affecting the
construction industry is fundamental as it will result in concise
recommendations and solutions that will be followed up in implementation by
the Authority.

5.O COMPARATTVEANALYSIS

A comparative study is vital to ascertain the similarities and differences
between NCA and other regulatory bodies in handling the issue. The
institutions studied include:

a) National Transport and Safety Authority (NTSA);
b) Insurance Regulatory Authority (IRA)

c) Board of Registration of Architects and Quantity Surveyors (BORAQS)
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5.1 National Transport and Safety Authority (NTSAI

NTSA is a state corporation established by the National Transport and Safety
Authority Act No. 33 of 2012. Amongst other functions, NTSA implements
road transport and safety policies and ensures safe, reliable, and efficient road
transport service.

In the performance of the NTSA's functions, as prescribed under Section 4 (1)

of the NTSA Act, the NTSA shall register and license motor vehicles. In
addition, Section 11 of the NTSA Act states that the Board, in the performance
of its functions, shall have the power to determine, impose and lerry rates,
charges, dues or fees for any senrices performed by the Authority or for
the grant, renewal or validation of a llcence, permlt or certiflcate, subJect
to the approval of the Cabinet Secretary.

According to Section 43 of the NTSA Act -
Fees ln respect of licences.

43. An applicant for a licence under this Act shall pay such fees
at such times and in such manner as the Cabinet Secretary
may prescribe shall be charged by the Authority in respect of
the grant or variation of a llcence.

Section 54 of the NTSA Act, Regulations, states -
The Cabinet Secretary may, ln consultation with the Board, make
regulatlons for the better carrying lnto effect of the provlsions of
thls Act.

The National Transport and Safety Authority Act makes no particular case for
interest groups (youth, women and persons with disabilities) regarding
payment of fees in respect of licenses. Further, the issue of prescribing fees
with respect to any matter required for purposes under the NTSA Act is set
out vide Regulations.

5.2 Insurance Regulatory Authorlty (IRAI

IRA is a statutory government agency established under the Insurance Act
CAP 487 of the Laws of Kenya, and it is charged with regulating, supervising
and developing the insurance industry in Kenya.

Section 3A (c) of the Insurance Act states that one of the objects and functions
of the IRA shall be to license all persons involved in or connected with an
insurance business, lncluding lnsurance and reinsurance companies,
lnsurance and relnsurance intermediaries, loss adJusters and assessors,
rlsk surveyors and valuers.
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According to Section 180 of the Insurance Act-

Section 18O

The Cabinet Secretary may make regulations providing for all
matters that are required or permltted to be prescrtbed by this Act
or that are necessarJr, desirable or convenient to be prescribed for
giving effect to this Act.

The requirements regarding the prescribed registration fee of an insurer have
been detailed and provided for under the Insurance Regulations as follows:

1. The registration requirements of an Insurer and Reinsurer are detailed in
Sections 30 and 31 of the Insurance Act. Amongst other requirements, an
applicant must pay a registration fee of Kshs. 150,000 for insurance
companies and Kshs. 250,000 for reinsurers.

2. The registration requirements for Insurance Brokers, Reinsurance Brokers
and Medical Insurance Providers (MIPs) are detailed in Sections 150, 150
A and 151 (d) of the Insurance Act. Amongst other requirements, an
applicant must pay a registration fee of Ksh. 10,000.

3. The registration requirements of Other Insurance Service Providers (risk
manager, loss assessor, loss adjuster, insurance surveyor, claims settling
agent, insurance agent, corporate insurance agent) are detailed in Sections
150 and 151 (1) (d) of the Insurance Act. Amongst other requirements, an
applicant must pay a registration fee of Ksh. 3,000 - Ksh. 1000.

The Regulations make no special provision for interest groups (youth, women
and persons with disabilities) concerning payment of fees in respect of
licenses. Further, the issue of prescribing fees with respect to any matter
required for the purposes of the Insurance Act is set out via Regulations.

5.3 Board of Registration of Architects and Quantity Sunreyors
(BoRAQsl

The BORAQS is established under Section 4 of the Architects and Quantity
Surveyors Act Cap 525. The Board's mandate is to regulate the professions of
architecture and quantity surveying through training, registration and
enhancement of ethical practice.

According to Section 5 (g) of the Architects and Quantity Surveyors Act -
5. Power of the Board to make by-laws
The Board may from time to tlme, subJect to the conflrmation of the
Minlster, make by-laws for all or any of the following purposes-

(g) for the fees to be paid for registration under this Act.
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Registration as an Architect and Quantity Sunreyor

According to Sections 7 (d) and 8 (d) of the Architects and Quantity Surveyors
Act, no person shall be registered as an architect and quantity surveyor
unless the applicant has paid the prescribed registration fee.

The Architects and Quantity Surveyors Act make no special provision for
interest groups (youth, women and person with disabilities) regarding
payment of fees in respect of licenses. Further, the issue of prescribing fees
with respect to any matter required for the purposes of the Architects and
Quantity Surveyors Act is set out via Regulations.

6.0 WAY FORWARI)

In line with the National Construction Authority Act No. 4 L of 2OL 1 and
National Construction Authority Regulations 2014, the Cabinet Secretary
rEry, in consultation with the Board, make Regulations regarding the fees and
charges to be paid regarding any matter required for purposes of the NCA Act.

Hence, with the approval of the Cabinet Secretary, the NCA Board has, from
time to time, waived the accreditation fees for site supervisors and
construction workers. The sarne approach may be taken for women, youth
and persons with disabilities who will apply to be registered by the Board as
contractors.

However, it is essential to note that the waiver may be subject to abuse where
firms may seek partnerships with youth, women and persons living with
disabilities to qualify for the waiver. To cure this, we propose requiring
companies under the special category to have their principal bank signatories
be youth, women and people living with disabilities.

Therefore, the State Department for Public Works recommends reconsidering
the proposed amendments in the National Construction Authority
(Amendment) Bill 2022 before full adoption.

Jocl L. Antrnonyrng
PRI TPLL.qES_BEraRY
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THE NATIONAL CONiSTRUCTION AUTHORITY
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 2022

A Bill for
AN ACT of parriament to amend the Nationar

Construction Act and for connected pu.prro 
'

ENACTED by the parliament of Kenya, as follows_
1' This Act may be cited as the National construction

Authority (Amendment) Act, ZOZZ.

2. The National Construction Authority Act isamended in Section 
.17 _by inserting the follo'wing nr*

subsection immediately after subsectiJn e) _ -- ---o

(2A) Despite. s-r]bsection (2), rvomen, youth and
persons with disabilities who ap_ply to be registereA bythe Board as contractors shali Le .*";;i;;- from
paying the prescribed registration fee where'_

(a) the business is astartup business venture; and
(b) the fee does not exceed fifteen thousand

shillings.

Short title

Amendment of
section lTof
No.4l of 2Ot l-
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MENIORANDUM OF OBJECTS AND R.EASO}.IS

The principal object of this Bill is to amend the National
Construction Authority Act, No.4l of 2Al1 to provide that women, youtli
and persons livin_e rvith disabilities rvho orvn staftup businesses and rvho

apply for registration as contractors uncler caiegory six, seven and eight
shall be exempt from payment the presclibed fee. The amenciment seeks to

provide for the recognition of rvomen, youtlt and persons livin-g rvith
disabilities as marginalized groups ancl cusliion them frorn the burden of
paying registration fees.

Statement on the delegation of legislative porvers alld limitatiora of
fundamental rights and freedoms

The Bill does not contain provisions lirniting fundamental rights and

freedoms.

Statement on rvhether the Bill concerns county governments

This Bill does not concern county governments in terms of Article
I l0 (1) (a) of the. Constitution as it does not affect the functions and

potvers of county goventmeuts set out in the Fourth Schedule to the

Constitution.

Statement as to rvhether the Bill is a money Bill, within the meaning of
Article 114 of the Constitution

The enactment of this Bill may occasion additional expenditure of
public funds which may be provided for in the estimates.

Dated the lTth November,2022.

DAVID GIKARIA,
Member of Parliament.
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Sectiott 17 oJ No.4l of 201I which it is proposecl to

1nrctul-

17. Application for registration

( I ) A person or tlrm may apply to the Board for
registration as a contractor tor purposes of this Act.

(2) An application tbr registration shall be in the

prescribed form and shall be accompanied by the

prescribed fee, and shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of
the Board that the person, or, in the case of a firm, at least

one director or partner thereof-

(a) is the holder of the minimum technical
qualifications and skills prescribed by the Board
for the class of contract works in respect of which
registration is sought;

(b) has the necessary experience prescribed by the

Board in works involving construction, erection,
installation, alteration or any other activity
connected therervith;

(c) has professional and general conduct which in the

opinion of the Board, makes the person suitable to

be registered under this Act; and

(d) has the necessary plant and equipment for the

category of rvorks for which the registration is

sought.

(3) The Board may refuse to register a person as a

contractor if in its opinion, the person-

(a) does not meet the conditions stated in subsection
(2);

(b) is a member of a consulting firm providing
architectural, quantity surveying or engineering
services, unless the person declares interest during
the application for registration and does not carry
out functions of consultancy and construction in
the same project unless expressly specified;

(c) is a person whose registration as a contractor shall
result in conflict of interest with his employer.

(4) The Board shall, where it refuses to register a

person under subsection (3), communicate its decision in



t454 The National Cons truct ion Aut hority (Amendmen\ Bitt, 2022

ydlTg to the person rvithin fourteen days of the date of its
decision and shall state the reasons for such ,.frrJ. -

.-(5) upgn registration, the person shail be issued lvith a
::Irh:ate of registration indicating the registrarion number,me crass of rvorks for which registered. the date of
regishation and duration of registration.

(6) The cerrificate issued under subsection (3) sha[r".Tuln the property of the Authority unA ,ir-Af be
rvithdrawn and retumed to the Authority'upon suffision
or cancellation of the registration of the holdlr. r --
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