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Preface

Mr. Speaker,

8

The 36% Session of the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) and European
Union (EU) Joint Parliamentary Assembly (ACP-EU JPA) was held in Cotonou,
Benin from 34 to 5t December 2018. The ACP-EU JPA was preceded by the
52nd ACP Parliamentary Assembly of the African, Caribbean and Pacific from
28t November to 1st December 2018 at the same venue, during which ACP
countries deliberated and agreed on a common position on various matters

ahead of the JPA.

. It is worth noting that the Session of the 52nd ACP and 36t ACP-EU JPA were

convened at a historic time, when negotiations for a Post-2020 Agreement to
succeed the subsisting Cotonou Agreement were underway. Moreover, the
meetings were coincidentally hosted in Cotonou, the very city that where
Cotonou Agreement was signed in March 2000 between ACP countries and the
European Union. The sessions preceded the meeting of council of Ministers of
the ACP-EU that was held deliberations on the post — Cotonou agreement at the

same venue from 14th to 16th December 2018.

3. As is the tradition, the Cotonou Sessions and meetings were a follow-up to the

Mr.

354 Session of the ACP Parliamentary Assembly and the Inter-Sessional
meetings of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly that were held in
Brussels, Belgium in October 2018.

Speaker,

4. The Delegation of Parliament of Kenya to the meeting comprised of the following

Members and staff of Parliament -

i) The Hon. Moses Cheboi, CBS, M.P. — Deputy Speaker, National Assembly
/Leader of Delegation

ii) Sen. (Prof.) Margaret Kamar, M.P. - Senate Member of Delegation

iii) The Hon. (Dr.) Christine Ombaka Oduor, M.P. - Senate Member of

Delegation



iv) The Hon. (Col.) Dido Ali Rasso, M.P - National Assembly Member of
Delegation

v) Sen. Petronilah Were Lokorio, M.P. — Senate Member of Delegation

vi) Mr. Inzofu Mwale — Delegation Secretary (National Assembly)

vii) Mrs. Lillian Osundwa — Delegation Secretary (Senate)

5. The delegation was joined by Ambassador Elfas Barine, Parliamentary Liaison
Office and Mr. Nicholas Irungu, Economist, both from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Mr. Kennedy Mokaya from Kenya’s Mission to the European Union,
based in Brussels. The Delegation actively engaged in the deliberations on all
subjects and issued statements with regard to Kenya’s perspective on various

topics that were listed for discussion.

6. The Leader of the Kenya Delegation also made a brief statement on the improved
political situation in the country as well as the country’s successful co-hosting,
with Canada, of the Sustainable Blue Economy Conference in Nairobi from 26t
to 28th November 2018. He alluded to the improvement to the ‘Building Bridges
to a Better Kenya’ Initiative by President Uhuru Kenyatta and the Opposition
Coalition Leader, Rt. Hon. Raila Odinga.

Mr. Speaker,

7. Prior to the JPA, the three Standing Committees on Political Affairs; Economic
Development, Trade and Finance and Committee on Social Affairs and
Environment held their meetings to deliberate on Reports that were
subsequently presented to the JPA. It is important to note that Kenya was
privileged to have chaired the Session of the ACP Committee on Political Affairs
and co-chaired the Joint Session of the ACP-EU Committee on Political Affairs

as well as the Women’s Forum.
8. These Committees respectively presented reports on the following topical issues:

(@) The fight against cybercrime and drug trafficking;

(b) Combating the destabilizing effects of wildlife trafficking in ACP countries
and promoting the implementation of the external dimension of the EU
Action Plan against wildlife trafficking; and

(c) Small and Medium Enterprises (SME) development at the heart of

economic transformation in ACP countries.



9. These reports were thereafter considered and adopted by the Joint Assembly as

resolutions of the JPA.

-

10. On the side-lines of the JPA, delegates also participated in the following events:

(a)Women’s Forum under the theme: ‘Ending Early Child Marriages — From

Vision to Action’,
(b)Field workshops organized by Beninese authorities on -
i) Family farming as a means of achieving sustainable food security and

ii) Regional Electricity market and electricity interconnection, solutions to

energy shortage problem in West Africa

(c) Youth Conference with Beninese students drawn from various institutions of

learning.
Mr. Speaker,

11. In exercise of its oversight function, the JPA ventilated on various issues
affecting Member States and also engaged the European Commission, the ACP
and EU Councils, respectively, through Question and Answer debates. There
was a Question from a Member of the European Parliament touching on the
partnership between the Government of Kenya and the European Union on
environmental conservation, with relation to the controversy surrounding
eviction of people from the Embobut Forest Water Tower in Elgeyo Marakwet
County. The delegation noted the question and the reply from the EUC and
undertook to pursue the matter with the relevant Kenyan government

ministries.

12. Further, the JPA also exchanged views on various topics, such as the concrete
involvement of the international community in the fight against terrorism in the
Sahel; the strategic significance and dimension of the ACP-EU partnership;
reducing the number of out-of-school children, adolescents and youth in ACP
countries; and Post-Cotonou: the future Partnership of the EU-ACP after 2020; the
Role of civil society in post Cotonou negotiations; and Women'’s Situation Rooms:

Africa’s approach to reducing gender violence.

13. As a practice, Ms. Neven Mimica, the Member of the European Commission
with responsibility for international cooperation and development made a

statement to the JPA. She focused on the future partnership of the EU-ACP



after the Cotonou Agreement, which would be coming to an end in 2020. She
opined that the post 2020 partnership should have a parliamentary dimension
of the EU-ACP, which should not only be confined to the meetings of the JPA
but also extend to national parliaments questioning their governments on the
achievements of the partnership. She also outlined eight priorities of the EU-

ACP partnership that are addressed in detail in another section of the report.

14. The JPA also debated urgent Motions for resolution on the impact of the rise in
populism on globalization and the impact of climate change, in particular on small

developing island states.
Mr. Speaker,

15. The robust participation of the delegation in the said meetings would not have
been made possible without the support of the Offices of the Speakers of the
two Houses for allowing us to attend the Sessions, facilitating travel and
accommodation and also providing logistical and technical support in liaison
with the offices of the Clerks of the two Houses of Parliament. On behalf of my

colleagues, I convey our sincere gratitude.

16. It is now my honour and privilege, on behalf of the Delegation to the 52nd
Session of the ACP and the 36t Session of the JPA, to present and commend

this report to the House for noting.

RS S

HON. MOSES CHEBOI, CBS, M.P.
DEPUTY SPEAKER, NATIONAL ASSEMBLY/LEADER OF THE DELEGATION




Background of the ACP-EU Partnership

1. The ACP-EU comprises of the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Group of
States on one hand, and member states of the European Union (EU) on the
other hand. The African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (ACP) is a
group of countries in Africa, the Caribbean, and the Pacific that was created by
the Georgetown Agreement of 1975. The main objectives of the ACP are
sustainable development and poverty reduction within its member states, as

well as their greater integration into the world's economy.

2. The European Union (EU), formerly European Economic Community (ECC) was
established in 1958 as a post-World War II vehicle for promoting peace and
security, sustainable development and creation of a common social market for

progress of the citizens in the member states.

3. The EU and ACP have had trade relations from as early as 1976 through the
series of the First Lome Convention, which was followed by a series of other
Conventions, up to Lome IV. The turning point of the EU-ACP relations was in
June 2000 when the two partners signed the Cotonou Agreement in Cotonou,

Benin, with the exception of Cuba from the ACP side.

4. Some of the notable instruments of the economic partnerships between the EU
and ACP countries are the European Development Fund (EDF) and the
Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs). During the ACP-EU JPA, Members
were apprised of the status of implementation of EPAs between the EU and the

. Caribbean Forum (CARIFORUM); West Africa Region (WA); Eastern and
Southern Africa (ESA); and the Southern Africa Development Community
(SADC).

S. EDF was created in 1957, through the Treaty of Rome, with a view to granting
technical and financial assistance, initially to African countries which at that
time were still colonized, and with which some EU Member States had historical
links. EDF remains the main instrument for providing Community aid for

development cooperation by the EU to the ACP States.

6. The present EDF framework (2014 - 2020) is set to lapse in 2020 and ACP
countries are keen to engage the EU counterparts to ensure that the fund is

" retained so as to support development in the ACP countries.



10.

11.

12.

The EPAs is a framework for negotiating ‘free trade’ between the EU and
individual and/or groups of ACP countries that began in 2002, founded on the

basis of the Cotonou Agreement.

The overall objectives of EPAs are to ensure sustainable development of ACP
countries, their smooth and gradual integration into the global economy and
eradication of poverty. Specifically, EPAs aim at promoting sustained growth;
increasing the production and supply capacity; fostering the structural
transformation and diversification of the ACP economies and providing support
for regional integration by being "tailor-made" to suit specific regional

circumstances.

Some other key features of the EPAs include the following: they are WTO-
compatible agreements but go beyond conventional free-trade agreements,
focusing on ACP development, taking account of their socio-economic
circumstances and including co-operation and assistance to help ACP countries
benefit from the agreements; they open up EU markets fully and immediately,
but allow ACP countries long transition periods to open up partially to EU
imports while providing protection for sensitive sectors; they create joint
institutions that monitor the implementation of the agreements and address
trade issues in a cooperative way; and, they are also designed to be drivers of
change that will help kick-start reform and contribute to good economic

governance.

The EPAs negotiations are being undertaken at regional economic bloc levels
and Kenya has been actively engaged alongside the other EAC partner states.

An update on the status of EPAs was provided and is attached as Annex 1.

The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly was created out of a common desire
to bring together the elected representatives of the European Community —(the
Members of the European Parliament) on one hand and the elected
representatives of the ACP Countries that have signed the Cotonou Agreement
on the other hand. The ACP-EU JPA, which is uniquely the only institution of
its kind in the world, endeavours to give the partnership of EU and ACP

governments a parliamentary dimension.

Since the entry into force of the Treaty on the European Union and EU

enlargement, it has acquired a more prominent role. Largely, the work of the



13.

JPA is directed towards promoting human rights and democracy and the
common values of humanity, which has culminated in the undertaking of joint

commitments within the framework of the UN conferences.

The forum has uniquely continued to give a parliamentary dimension to the
inter-governmental dialogue and negotiations among governments of the ACP
countries and the European Union. This has, in the long run, played a
fundamental role in enhancing the legitimacy of outcomes of ACP-EU
negotiations among the citizens of the two partners, to the extent that they feel
their shared aspirations are voiced by parliamentarians of the two parties and

that they percolate into the outcomes of negotiations that affect them.

Membership, structure and working of the ACP-EU JPA

(a)

14.

(b)

15.

(c)

16.

Membership

The ACP-EU JPA comprises of approximately 320 Members of Parliament
drawn from legislatures of the 78 ACP states and Members of the European
Parliament drawn from the 27 member states of the EU. The JPA holds plenary
sessions for one week, twice a year and meets alternately in ACP and EU

countries. The sittings of the JPA are governed by common, democratic rules.
Administration

The JPA elects two Co-Presidents responsible for directing the work, activities
and operations of the institution. The JPA also has twenty-four vice-presidents
(12 from EU and 12 from ACP) who are also elected by the Assembly. The Co-
Presidents and the Vice Presidents constitute the Bureau of the ACP-EU JPA
that meets several times a year. The primary role of the Bureau is to ensure
the continuity of the work of the Assembly; to prepare new initiatives aimed at
reinforcing and improving cooperation; to consider topical political questions;
and to adopt positions on all human rights cases. The work of the ACP-EU is
facilitated by a Secretariat headed by the Secretary-General.

Standing Committees

In 2003, the JPA established three Standing Committees, namely —
a) the Committee on Political Affairs;

b) the Committee on Economic Development, Finance and Trade; and

10



17,

18.

(d)

19.

20.

c) the Committee on Social Affairs and the Environment

The Committees draw up substantive proposals and deliberate on various

matters, which they report to the JPA for consideration and voting.

The Assembly also forms exploratory or fact-finding missions to various
countries to have a direct contact with the situation on the ground in various
developing countriesthat are signatories to the Cotonou Agreement and to

propose suitable mitigating measures.
Meetings

Prior to the Joint Parliamentary Assembly (JPA), the Committees of the ACP
Group of countries hold meetings and, thereafter, the ACP holds a
Parliamentary Assembly (ACP-PA) to deliberate and agree on common positions

on various issues on the agenda of the JPA.

The Joint Sessions of ACP-EU commences with Joint ACP-EU committee

meetings, and culminates in the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly.

Significance of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly

21.

22,

From its inception, the Joint Parliamentary Assembly has made the following
notable contributions towards implementing and reinforcing successive ACP-
EU Conventions and has put forward numerous proposals, including -
a) the upgrading of the role of women in the development process;
b) the integration of environment policy in development projects;
c) promotion of trade as a tool for development, particularly by way of the
Economic Partnership Agreements foreseen in the Cotonou Agreement;
d) the drawing up of rural development programmes and micro-projects
tailored to the needs of specific communities; and

e) the promotion of regional political and commercial cooperation.

The Joint Parliamentary Assembly is currently focused on ensuring that the
negotiations for the Post 2020 Cotonou Agreement and future EU-ACP
partnership take into consideration a Parliamentary Dimension of the

partnership.

11



Meetings of the Standing Committees of the ACP

23,

Meetings of the ACP Committees took place on 28th and 29th December, 2018,
to deliberate and agree on common positions on the Agenda items scheduled
for discussion by the JPA Committees. Subsequently, the JPA Committees met
on 3 and 4th December, 2018, and deliberated on various matters as

summarised hereunder -

(a)The Committee on Political Affairs

24. The Committee adopted the proposed agenda and thereafter approved the

25,

26.

27.

28.

Minutes of the previous meeting held on 12th October 2018 in Brussels,
Belgium. The Committee then proceeded to consider the substantive agenda

items as contained in Annex 2.

Upon invitation by the Co-President, the Co-rapporteurs of the Committee,
Hon. Agnima Alain Lobognon (Cote d’Ivoire) and Deirdre Clune (EU) presented
a Summary Report of the Committee on ‘the fight against cybercrime and drug
trafficking’.

The Co-rapporteurs underscored the importance of tackling the threats of
cybercrime and drug trafficking from a global dimension involving both the EU

and ACP countries.

The Committee thereafter considered and adopted various proposed
amendments to the draft Report. The amended Report was then adopted and

approved for presentation to the JPA for consideration.

As a practice, the Co-Presidents invited Leaders of Delegation to report on the
political satiations in their respective countries. Among the statements made
was a brief by the Leader of the Kenya Delegation, Hon. Moses Cheboi, CBS,
MP on the improving political situation in Kenya. In his brief, Hon. Cheboi
hailed the stable political situation in the country, following the ‘Building
Bridges to a Better Kenya’ Initiative by President Uhuru Kenyatta and the
Opposition Coalition Leader, Rt. Hon. Raila Odinga. He also informed the
Assembly of the country’s successful hosting of the Sustainable Blue Economy
Conference in Nairobi from 26t to 28th November 2018 as a result of the

prevailing peace in Kenya.

12



29,

30.

31.

32.

33.

(b)Committee on Economic Development, Finance and Trade

The Committee’s meeting commenced with adoption of the Agenda and
approval of the Minutes of the previous meeting held on 12t October 2018 in
Brussels, Belgium. The Committee considered and adopted the substantive

agenda as listed in Annex 3.

Subsequently, the Committee considered proposed amendments on the draft
report on, “Small and Medium Enterprises (SME) development at the heart of
economic transformation in ACP countries”, as presented by the Co-
Rapporteurs, Sangeet Fowdar (Mauritius) and Nicholas Bay (EU). Following a
vote on various proposed amendments, the Report was adopted as amended

and approved for consideration by the JPA.

Members also received a draft Report by Co-Rapporteur, Hon. Clifford Andre
and exchanged views on the topic ‘possibilities of renewable energies in
bringing sustainable economic development to ACP countries, and

particularly to remote areas’.

The Committee contended that access to adequate, affordable and sustainable
energy was fundamental for the sustainable economic development and growth
of ACP economies, particularly in remote areas. Further, the Committee
acknowledged the increasing need for ACP countries to provide reliable and
clean sources of energy to their populations in order to put in place basic
services in areas such as health and education and power their economic
potential. The Committee observed that ACP countries had significant potential
for sustainable energy resources, which remained largely untapped and

underestimated.

The Committee identified high and prohibitive costs of technologies required to
develop renewable energies as one of the major challenges encountered in
promoting renewable energies in ACP countries. Consequently, the Committee
encouraged Members to rally their respective governments to pursue public-
private partnerships and co-operation in the renewable energy sector in order

to increase energy supply and reduce the cost of energy for all.

13



34. The Committee members also engaged in a general discussion and exchange of
views with Adama Bocar Soko, Deputy Resident Representative of the UNDP
and the EUC on ‘the impact of Corruption on the ACP-EU Economic Partnership’.

35. Members underscored the cultural aspect of corruption, which often lead to
corruption sometimes being perceived differently from one country to another.
However, whatever the perception of corruption may be, the Committee had a
unanimous agreement that corruption has adverse consequences on
development and public policies and that solutions to curb corruption could be

found as long as there was the political will to do so.

36. The Committee also had a discussion, led by Tei Konzi, Commissioner for
Trade, Customs and Free Movement, the ECOWAS and the EUC on the
‘Economic Partnership Agreements: State of play of negotiations and

implementation”
(c)The Committee on Social Affairs and Environment

37. The Committee on Social Affairs and Environment met on 29th December,
2018. Proceedings commenced with adoption of Minutes of the previous
meeting of the Committee. Afterwards, the Committee considered the

substantive agenda items as shown in Annex 4.

38. Subsequently, the Committee considered the draft Report on “Combating the
destabilizing effects of wildlife trafficking in ACP countries and promoting the
implementation of the external dimension of the EU Action Plan against wildlife
trafficking” and proposed amendments thereof as presented by the Co-

Rapporteurs, Gilbert S. Mangole (Botswana) and Ms. Catherine Bearder (EU).

39. The Committee voted in support of adoption of the Report as amended and

approved it for consideration by the JPA.

40. Members of the Committee exchanged views on the topic ‘Reducing out of
school children, particularly in ACP countries.” The Committee observed that the
number of out of school children in ACP countries was alarmingly high. It was
noted that about 15 million girls and 10 million boys in ACP countries were
unable to get basic education. Consequently, the Committee underscored the
need to put in place mechanisms to ensure that the goal to have universal

access to formal as well as vocational education is achieved.

14



41.

Members also stressed the importance of guaranteeing the quality and
relevance of education offered to young people in ACP countries so as to enable
them to acquire relevant skills for the job market and develop practical skills
for self-employment. The Committee encouraged Members to support
initiatives for establishment of community schools in the respective areas they
represent so as widen access to education by rural families. Emphasis was
also put on efforts to end early child marriages that contribute to a significant

number of girls out of school in ACP countries.

Overview of the 52nd Session of the ACP Parliamentary Assembly

42,

43.

44.

45.

The ACP Parliamentary Assembly was held on 30t November 2018 in Madiba
Room, Hotel Golden Tulipe. The Assembly was presided over by the ACP
President, the Hon. Ibrahim Rassin Bundu from Sierra Leone. He welcomed
Members to the 52nd Session and thanked the Government of the Republic of
Benin for hosting the meeting. The President extended a special welcome to
Members who were making their maiden attendance of the Committee and

Assembly meetings of the ACP.

Thereafter, the President guided the Assembly in adopting the proposed
Agenda for the Assembly and accreditation of non-Parliamentary Assembly

representatives to participate in the meetings.

The President then invited the ACP Secretary General, Amb. Leonard-Emile
Ognimba to address the Assembly. In his remarks, the Secretary-General
thanked the Government of the Republic of Benin for hosting the meeting. He
stressed the importance of building on the success of the ACP over the years of
its existence as the ACP Group charts the way forward for stronger

partnership.

The Secretary-General also challenged Members to consider transforming the
ACP to an Organization of African Caribbean Pacific (OACP) Group as a step
towards making the ACP group stronger. Finally, he urged Members to
consider the future financial sustainability of the ACP Group in the face of
shrinking external financing. He proposed an endowment trust fund of

approximately 30 million US Dollars to sustain the activities of the group.

15



46.

47.

48.

49,

In reacting to the speech by the Secretary-General, Members urged that ACP
negotiates the Post 2020 ACP-EU Partnership as a bloc rather than as regions.
They also emphasized the need for a stronger parliamentary dimension in the

new partnership.

On the budget constraints facing the ACP, Members supported the suggestion
for self-sustainability of the group and challenged each other to rally their
respective governments to consider providing funding for the ACP in their

national budgets.

The ACP President made his address to the Assembly. He encouraged Members
to study the amendments proposed by the ACP on various reports and

resolutions of the Standing Committee

Thereafter, the Assembly received and considered reports of the three Standing
Committees of the ACP-PA, on the agenda items scheduled for discussion

during meetings of the Joint Committees.

Overview of the 36t Session of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly

(a) Opening Session

50.

S1.

S2.

The 36th Session of the ACP-EU JPA took place from 3rd to 5th December 2018
at the Golden Tulip Le Diplomate Hotel in Cotonou, Benin. The Session was
Co-Chaired by the ACP President and Acting EU President. The Opening
Session of the JPA was graced by H.E. Patrice Talon, President of the Republic
of Benin and Hon. Adrien Houngbedji, President of the National Assembly of
the Republic of Benin.

The Opening Session was marked by addresses by the two Co-Presidents of the
JPA, the President of the National Assembly of Benin and H.E. the President of
the Republic of Benin.

(i) Summary of Remarks by Hon. Adrien Houngbedji, President of the
National Assembly of Benin

The President of the National Assembly of Benin welcomed delegates from
various ACP countries and the EU Parliament to Benin. He stated that the
National Assembly of Benin and the country at large was privileged to host the

ACP-EU JPA and Council of Ministers at a time when Post-Cotonou

16



53.

54.

S5.

56.

57.

58.

negotiations were underway. With regard to the negotiations for a new
partnership, he expressed his optimism that the new partnership will present

opportunities for renewed partnership between the ACP and EU.

The President of the National Assembly lauded the contribution parliaments
have made in actualization of the existing Cotonou Agreement and the on-

going negotiations.

In conclusion, he challenged the negotiating teams for both the ACP and EU to
work in accordance with the Malta Declaration and approach the negotiations

from a win-win perspective.
(ii) Summary of remarks by Mme. Michele Rivasi, Ag. EU President

The Co-President of the ACP-EU, Mme. Rivasi welcomed Members and non-
parliamentary representatives to the Session. She focused her remarks on the
future ACP-EU partnership that she stressed should take into account the new
social, economic and political dynamics in both EU and ACP countries. Mme.
Rivasi urged Members to protect the achievements and gains realized under
the existing partnership and tap from it on how to improve operations and the

efficacy of the new partnership under negotiation.

She also observed that it a important for both the ACP and EU to focus
deliberations on the future partnership on the global nature of the social,
economic and political challenges that require a more effective global
government to manage them. She concluded by emphasizing that the ACP-EU
is a strategic global partnership with capacity to mitigate the global challenges
facing the ACP and EU countries, such as migration, cybercrime and drug

trafficking among others.
A copy of the Acting Co-President’s speech is attached as Annex 5.
(iii) Summary remarks by Hon. Joseph Owona Kono, ACP President

Hon. Joseph Hyacinthe Owona Kono, the ACP Co-President, welcomed
delegates, particularly those making their maiden participation in the JPA. He
thanked the Beninese Government for offering to host the 34th Session of the

ACP-EU JPA meetings. The Co-President appreciated the Beninese

17



59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

Government for the excellent preparations made and the facilities that had

been put in place for the convenience and comfort of delegates.

He underscored the historical importance of holding the meetings in Cotonou,
Benin, where the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement had been signed on 23rd
June 2000, at a time when negotiations for the Post-Cotonou Agreement were

on going.

He also stated that the sustained holding of Sessions of the JPA was a re-
affirmation of the commitment to parliamentary governance in the multilateral
context and that the JPA provided a framework for open, democratic and in-
depth dialogue between ACP and EU legislators on the implementation of the

subsisting Cotonou Agreement and envisaged future Agreement.

The Co-President highlighted to the Members the topics listed for discussion
during the debates and urged Members to engage candidly on those topics as
they are at the heart of governance, particularly of the ACP countries. A copy of

the Co-President’s speech is attached as Annex 6.

(iv) Summary of keynote address by H.E. Patrice Talon, President of the
Republic of Benin

H.E. President Talon welcomed Members to Benin and thanked the ACP-EU for
allowing Benin to host the 36t Session of the ACP-EU JPA in Cotonou. He
observed that Cotonou was symbolic significance to the ACP-EU partnership a
it was there that the Cotonou Agreement of 2000 was signed. He expressed his
delight that the city of Cotonou was hosting the 36th Session of the ACP-EU
JPA at a time when negotiations of a successor agreement to the Cotonou
Agreement and hoped that Cotonou would be honoured to host the signing of

the Post 2020 Cotonou Agreement.

Noting that the partnership had yielded significant gains, the President
challenged the Co-Presidents to envision a more creative parliamentary role of

the ACP-EU partnership in the Post 2020 ACP-EU partnership.

The President also highlighted the important role the ACP-EU can play in
addressing and reversing the underlying causes of the rise of populism as
reflected in election results in different countries. He urged the ACP - EU to

support youth entrepreneurship through Small and medium Enterprises (SME)

18



65.

66.

(b)

67.

68.

69.

70.

and accelerate both public and private investments as an avenue reversing
populism among the youth. He also expressed his delight that the JPA was
scheduled to deliberate and vote on a Motion on Small and medium Enterprises

(SME) development at the heart of economic transformation in ACP countries.

In conclusion, he hoped that the Post 2020 Cotonou Agreement would
establish a new paradigm and model of partnership and challenged the ACP-

EU to double its effort to make the new partnership more mutually beneficial.

Thereafter, H.E. President Talon declared the 36t Session of the ACP-EU JPA

officially open and wished Members deliberations.
Highlight of the Plenary Sessions of the ACP-EU JPA

The Plenary Session of the ACP-EU JPA commenced with the constitution of
the JPA and accreditation of non-parliamentary representatives. Thereafter,
the Co-Presidents guided the Assembly through the proposed Agenda, which
was the Assembly adopted for consideration. The Agenda is attached as Annex
7.

Having adopted the Agenda, the JPA received, considered and approved the
Minutes of the last sittings of the 36t Session of the JPA. The Assembly also
received announcements from the Co-Presidents on various matters, including

decisions taken at the Bureau meeting of 2nd December 2018 ahead of the JPA.

Ms. Neven Mimica, Member of the European Commission with responsibility
for international cooperation and development made a Statement to the
Assembly. In her Statement to the Assembly, Commissioner Mimica addressed

following three key priority issues of the common agenda of the ACP and EU:

() The negotiation on Post 2020 Partnership between EU and ACP

countries;
(i) The Africa-Europe Alliance for sustainable investment and jobs; and
(i11) The on-going COP 24 in Katowice.

On the negotiations for Post 2020 Partnership between the EU and ACP
countries, Commissioner Mimica reported to the Assembly that negotiations

were on course and that the Chief Negotiator for the ACP, Honourable Robert
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71.

72.

73.

Dussey and herself had agreed on a vey ambitious schedule and work agenda

for the coming months of the matter.

She stressed the need to ensure that the outcome is of the new partnership is
of a win-win nature, which takes care of everyone’s expectations and citizens
aspiration. She emphasized her believe in multilateralism and international
cooperation in addressing the challenges of the present time, which cannot be

solved by countries, regions or continents acting as lone actors.

The Commissioner stated that the new agreement should open up greater
opportunities by taking into account the different regional diversities that
require a strong regional dimension to tackle. The Commissioner emphasized
that this approach would ensure that the ACP and EU better targets its actions
to particular regional characteristics and needs, in the interest and benefit of
all. She also welcomed the outcome of recent AU Summit that reaffirming that

Post Cotonou negotiations ought to proceed within the current ACP-EU format.

On the Africa-Europe Alliance for sustained investment and job creation, the
Commissioner stated that Europe remains Africa’s main trading partner while
Europe still stands out as Africa’s biggest development partner and investor.
She reaffirmed the commitment of the EUC to redouble its efforts in Africa
through a coherent economic strategy for EU-Africa relations. She pointed out
that the EUC was aiming at leveraging one trillion euros of new investments
with development outcome by 2027 across the world, half of it in Africa

through four target priorities, namely —

a) Facilitating and leveraging much more private investments, those with
development impact, by blending a part of our grant funding with lending
capacities of multilateral and national financing and development
institutions and by providing a huge de-risking guarantee scheme. This
would enable us to provide the most concessional loans and the best
European level guarantee for development-relevant private investment in

Africa and worldwide;

b) Investing in education and skills is a priority to make sure the workforce

has what it takes to meet the demands of the labour market;
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74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

c) Creating a more favourable business environment and investment climate

will give businesses and investors that much needed certainty; and

d) Finally, enhancing trade flows between the EU and Africa will be a
powerful tool for change. Because putting in place a true Africa-Europe
continent-to-continent free trade agreement is the key to an economic

partnership between equals.

Commissioner Mimica assured the Caribbean and Pacific regions that the
strategies outlined for Africa were also valid for the Caribbean and the Pacific
regions from the perspective of creating strong regional pillars with relevance
to the priorities of specific relevance to the two sub-regions of the ACP. She
gave the examples of specific priorities like sustainable fisheries, ocean
governance, blue economy, renewable energy, coast erosion and more generally
climate change as the backbone of our relations and priorities for private
sector development and sources of job creation as critical to the Caribbean and

the Pacific.

On the third priority area of the ongoing COP 24 in Katowise, the
Commissioner reminded Members that the Paris Agreement was a game
changer for international community and global resolve and solidarity on
managing climate change. She attributed the success of the Paris agreement to
the long-standing cooperation on climate change between the EU and ACP

countries and urged the ACP-EU to double the effort.

The Commissioner credited the Joint Declaration on climate change by the
ACP-EU Council of Ministers in June 2018 for reaffirming the joint
commitment of the EU and ACP countries to an ambitious climate action
agenda and the determination to mobilise further investments towards

implementation of the Paris Agreement.

She challenged Members to support efforts for accelerating transition to lower
emissions and robust implementing rules that take into account different

responsibilities and different capacities.

The Commissioner concluded her statement by urging Members to support the
negotiating team in ensuring that the right priorities for Post 2020 EU-ACP

Partnership are identified and incorporated in the new framework.
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79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

In exchange of issues with the Commissioner, Members raised a number of
issues. Firstly, Members sought clarification from the Commissioner whether
an assessment of current Cotonou Agreement had been made to form a basis
for the negotiations for Post 2020 agreement. They also urged the EUC to
harmonize its contextualization of the regional pillars with those of the ACP.
Concerns were also concerned that the EU negotiating directive did not make
mention of the JPA, yet Commissioner believed that JPA would play a leading
role in the negotiation for ACP-EU Post 2020 Partnership.

Members were also keen to establish from the Commissioner the EUC
regarding the plans put in place to finance Post-Cotonou in the multi-annual
financing framework. On renewable energy, Members observed that renewable
energy require extraction of metals that would result in environmental problem
relating to mining in and urged that mitigating measures to strike a delicate
balance between environmental conservation and extraction of resources ACP

countries.

In her response to some of the concerns of Members, Commissioner Mimica
assured the JPA that the EUC’s new approach based on regional-specific
pillars was focused on investment and job creation. She stated that the EU
would mix aid and investment impact for ACP countries and was envisaging
enlarging the EU development funding to the world to 44billion Euros by 2020.
She also stated that the EU was committed to support value-added products of
trade and emphasize non-tariff trade among regions and between the ACP and

EU and also support African Continental FTA and also continent-to-continent
FTA.

On the weak Parliamentary dimension in the Post-2020 negotiations, the
Commissioner assured the JPA that negotiation Directives would be aligned
with recommendations of the JPA, so as to strengthen parliamentary and

political dimension of the new agreement.

Regarding environmental degradation relating to extraction, the Commissioner
stated that measures for fair mining practices that would not endanger the

environment should be put in place.

The exchange of views with Commissioner Nevene Mimica was followed by

Question Time to the Commission. The Commission had previously responded
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85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

to questions in writing, and Commissioner Mimica gave oral replies to the

supplementary questions raised by Members on the floor.

The European Commission also provided, to the JPA, feedback on the actions
taken by the Commission on the resolutions adopted at the 35t Session of the

ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly in Brussels in October 2018.

The JPA also considered urgent motions for resolution on the impact of the rise
of populism on globalization and the impact of climate change, in particular on

small, developing island states. Copies of the motions are attached as Annex 8.
Further, the Assembly debated the following topics without resolution:

(a) the concrete involvement of the international community in the fight

against terrorism in the Sahel;
(b) Post-Cotonou: the future partnership of the EU-ACP after 2020;
(c) the political situation in Cameroun,;

(d) young people with disabilities in the context of sustainable development;

and
(e) the new Beninese electoral Code.

The Co-Presidents then presented to the Assembly a report on the 16t regional
meeting held in Yaoundé, Cameroun (Central Africa Region) from 17th to 19th
July 2018. They also gave a brief of the deliberations of the meeting and
lauded the efforts being made to ensure sustainable political stability in the

Country.

The Assembly then received summary reports from the Women Forum, the
Youth Conference and workshops that had been conducted as side events

during the JPA.

Finally, the Assembly considered the amendments proposed to the motions for
resolutions included in the reports submitted by the three standing
committees, and upon a vote, the resolutions were adopted with amendments.

A copy of the Resolutions is attached as Annex 9.
The Assembly also voted on the urgent motions for resolution.

23



Overview of the Side Events

(a) Women’s Forum

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

On Saturday, 1st December 2018, a Women’s Forum was convened was held
under the theme “Ending Child Marriages — From Vision to Action” with
the sub themes: “Challenging approached to child marriages” and “Success
stories — Exchanging Best Practices.” Sen. Prof. Margaret Kamar, MP, a Member

of Kenya Parliament Delegation from the ACP Group Co-chaired the Forum.

The meeting noted that early child marriage was not only a grave human rights
violation but also an affront to human dignity and the well being of the girl-
child. The Forum also decried the vice as a serious impediment to attainment

of sustainable development in affected communities.

On challenging approaches to child marriages, the meeting was informed of
the practise in Benin and the challenges faced in addressing this scourge. The
meeting noted that girls were married as early as at 12 years of age while some
were identified and introduced to future husbands and in-laws as early as at

the age S years.

Other challenges identified included rape, violence, enslavement, stifling of
sexual and reproductive rights and inability to participate in the development

of the nation.

CEDAW-Benin observed that there exist adequate and elaborate laws but the
agrarian nature of most African societies reduces families into poverty, which
makes women, including girls, to become producers. This nature makes girls
more vulnerable to child marriages as an avenue for attracting resources to

their families through payment of dowry.

The Organization challenged legislators to take a lead role in rallying their
countries and communities to empower women with means of production so
that they do not depend on others for survival, hence reducing the
susceptibility of girls to early marriages. Further, the Forum called for strict
enforcement of laws that curb early child marriages so as to deter potential

perpetrators of the vice.
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98.

99,

The Forum also exchanged views on Best Practices in mitigating early-child
marriages. Kenya shared the country experience whereby rescue centres have
been established in the country, particularly in communities where the vice is
prevalent; where young girls seek refuge from early forced marriages. Other
measures put in place by the Government of Kenya included sacking
government officers that abate early child marriages as well as making

education mandatory and affordable so that girls could attend school.

The Forum also head that the Widows for Peace organization, with support
from the United Kingdom was engaged in raising awareness at the UN level
and global interventions aimed at reducing and finally ending early forced child

marriages. A copy of the Agenda for the Women’s Forum is attached as Annex
10.

(b) Workshops

100. As part of sharing and exchanging of experiences between delegates from the

ACP-EU countries and the host country, the government of Benin arranged
two concurrent workshops on Sunday, December 2, 2018. The two workshops
were on Integrated family farming and Regional Electricity Market for
ECOWAS.

(i) Integrated family farming project at Songhai centre, Port-Novo

101.

102.

The workshop was undertaken at the Songhai Centre, situated in Ouando area
near Porto-Novo. Delegates were informed that the agricultural project, which
lies on approximately 22 hectares of land, was launched in October 1985 as an
initiative of Prof. Godfrey Nzamujo. The basis of the project was to use
agriculture and agricultural technology as the impetus that would provide

take-off of for economic transformation of African countries.

The Songhai Centre is an integrated project that utilizes locally developed
appropriate and sustainable technology and biotechnology to the harness
potential, particularly of the youth through agriculture. The Centre provides
mentorship to young scholars and innovators on agricultural technology,
biotechnology and organic farming. Delegates learnt that the Centre is using

green energy and is generating its own power.
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103.The project is replicated in several West African countries and beyond, for
instance the Republic of Uganda, where the Songhai Centre has exporting a

number of agricultural machines and agricultural biotechnology.

(ii) Regional Electricity market and electricity interconnection, solutions to

energy shortage problems

104. Delegates toured the West Africa Power Pool Information Coordination
Centre (WAPP-ICC), which aims to reduce the energy shortage in Benin and
the ECOWAS sub-region. Noting that a large number of ACP countries still
suffered from problems related to energy shortage, delegates were informed
that the WAPP-ICC would create a regional electricity market and electricity

interconnection between the countries of the ECOWAS.

105. Delegates appreciated the potential of the project in meeting its objectives of
promoting operational coordination among WAPP members and the daily
exchange of information as well as to facilitate an effective electrical energy
exchange between the interconnected entities of the different countries in the

region.
(c) The Youth Conference

106. Delegates engaged with about 350 youths participated in the conference
youths drawn from various institutions of higher learning in a Youth
Conference, which was held on Sunday, 2nd December, 2018. The purpose of
the youth forum is to avail an opportunity to youths from the host country to
interact and exchange views with parliamentarians from the ACP countries
and the EU as part of an induction of the young people to participation of in

public life.

107. Youths emphasized on the need for accelerating job creation and elimination of
obstacles experienced by youth when setting up SMEs. They also made various

proposals on salient issues of youth empowerment such as —

(a) reorienting the education systems and curricular, particularly in AP
countries to be in sync with the expectations of the job market;

(b) making it easy for youth to use land as security for agriculture through
banks so as to assist young entrepreneurs to modernize agriculture as

a potential source of self employment for youth;
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(c) reviewing the taxation regime to improve land use and put in place
systems to support female farmers and co-operatives for youths;

(d) easing access to micro credit facilities to enable youths to start
business and investments; and

(e) promoting value addition through universities such as the National
University of Benin and volunteer schools with a view to equip youths
with skills and enhance their capacity for local production and

consumption.

108.In the exchange of views, delegates observed that there was need for ACP
leaders to understand that economies are imbalanced and therefore put in
place relevant strategies for growing the economy. It was observed that no
common strategy would work for Africa and the Caribbean with regard to

tackling youth empowerment.

109. Delegates were challenged to ensure that their countries have national
development plans for youth on key priorities as training, job creation and

access to financing for empowerment of youths, among others.

110.0On best practices, the Leader of the Kenya Delegation shared some of the
initiatives the government and private sector have made to empower the youth.
The delegation cited such initiatives as the Youth Enterprise Fund for funding
youth investment initiatives; National employment Authority and the
requirement and focus on the role of private sector as a potential partrier in
entrepreneurship. The Leader of Delegation highlighted youth
entrepreneurship initiatives; start-ups and incubation programmes supported
by private corporates such as Safaricom Ltd, Kenya Commercial Bank Ltd, etc.

for start up, incubation.

111. Delegates welcomed the proposal by Youth representatives that the Youth
Forum be institutionalized in the ACP-EU JPA and the respective Regional
meetings of the ACP and the EU.

Dates of Next Meetings

112. The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly was notified that the 53rd Session
of the ACP Parliamentary Assembly and the 37th Session of the ACP-EU Joint

Parliamentary Assembly would be held in Sinaia, Romania, from March 13-20,
20109.
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Recommendations

113.The Delegation commends this report to the Houses of Parliament and

recommends to the Houses of Parliament to—

(a) note the contents of the Report of Kenya Parliament delegation to the
52nd Session of the ACP Parliamentary Assembly and the 36th Session of
the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly; and

(b) put in place mechanisms and structures for regular consultations
between the ACP Delegation and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs prior to
ACP-EU meetings with a view ensuring that the delegation exchanges
views with the Ministry and is apprised of the government’s position on
various matters scheduled for deliberation at the ACP and JP

Assemblies.
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ANNEX 1

OVERVIEW OF ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS

Updated November 2018 — Updatesin red '

REGION

CURRENT STATUS

NEXT STEPS




| WEST AFRICA

The stepping stone EPA with Cote d'Ivoire was signed on 26 Sepping stone BPAswith Gdte d'Ivoire and Ghana: the
November 2008, approved by the European Parliament on 25 March | agreements are provisionally applied.

2009, and ratified by the Ivoirian National Assembly on 12 August | The next technical meeting with Ghana will take place on 15-16
2016. It entered into provisional application on 3 September 2016. November 2018.

The second meeting of the joint BPA committee took place in
Abidjan on 21-22 March 2018. It discussed the state of play of
implementation and related issues (liberalization schedule, rules of
origin..).

The last technical meeting with Cote d'lvoire took place in October
2018,

Regional EPA: After signature by all the Parties, the agreement
will be submitted for ratification.

The stepping stone EPA with Ghana was signed on 28 July 2016,
ratified on 3 August 2016 by the Ghanaian Parliament and approved
by the European Parliament on 1 December 2016. It entered into
provisional application on 15 December 2016. The first Meeting of
the joint BPA committee with Ghana took place on 24 Jnuary 2018
in Accra. It laid the foundations of the interim BPA.

Negotiations of the regional BPA were dosed by Chief Negotiators
on 6 February 2014 in Brussels. The text was initialed on 30 June
2014. All BJ Member Sates and 13 West African Qountries signed
the EPA in December 2014, except Nigeria, Mauritania and The
Gambia. Gambia signed on 9 Augusgt 2018 and Mauritania on 21
September 2018. Nigeria remains the only country of West Africa
which has still not signed the BPA..

Mauritania and EOOWAS signed an Association Agreement on 9
| August 2017 to define the country's participation in EQOWAS trade
policy induding the BPA




REGION

CURRENT STATUS

NEXT STEPS

|-

. | aFRCA

Cameroon signed the BPA between the BUJ and Central Africa as the
only country in the region on 15 Jnuary 2009. The European
Parliament gave its consent in June 2013. In Mly 2014 the
Parliament of Cameroon approved the ratification of the Agreement
and on 4 August 2014 the agreement entered into provisional
application. ]

The third BPA Committee between Cameroon and the BJ took place
on 7 and 8 December 2017 in Brussels. It discussed the state of play
of implementation and related issues (liberalization state of play,
updating of the liberalization timetable, rules of orign,
accompanying measures, fiscal impact, rendez-vous dauses, etc.).

(ontacts are ongoing between the region and the BJ on accession
to this BPA by other Central African countries.

Meeting of the BPA Committee: The fourth meeting is scheduled
to take place in Yaoundé in December 2018.

In the meantime, discussions continue between the Partiesto
deepen the implementation of the agreement. Negotiationsare :
also ongoing to agree a joint protocol on rules of origin.

EASTERN AND
SOUTHERN
AFRICA (E3A)

In 2009 Mauritius, Seychelles, Zmbabwe and Madagascar signed
an BEconomic Partnership Agreement (BPA). The Agreement is
provisionally applied since 14 May 2012. The European Parliament
gave its consent on 17 Jnuary 2013.

The inaugural BPA Committee was held in October 2012 in Brussels,

and the latest, sixth, meeting took place in October 2017 in

Antananarivo (Madagascar). The Customs Cooperation Committee

I and the Jbint Development Committee also met alongside the EPA
Committee.

| During this meeting, both Parties agreed on a package modernizng
| the rules of origin for this BPA. Both Parties submitted to each other
| their proposal with a view to jointly defining the scope and
| objectives of the possible deepening of the current agreement
‘ before launching negotiations

The outcome of the first meeting in June in Harare was positive as
| both Parties showed their willingness to go for a comprehensive and
| high-end agreement. :

The Parties are exploring the scope and objectives of a possible
deepening of the current agreement: a second meetingto
discuss the B revised proposal for a joint scoping paper based on
the outcome of the meeting in Harare will take place in
December 2018.

Meeting of the BPA Committee: the seventh meeting will take
place in Brussels in December 2018.

w




REGION | CURRENT STATUS - NEXT STEPS
|

EAST AFRICAN ; The necggiations for the regional EPA were successfully conduded :nhfsign?fmﬁoat if; :‘btr;:rxsyog r\21/1&:‘5]_r;dfz(ijtrett:!h;l‘rg:ent ]
e d e er— on 16 Cctober 2014.
W On 1 September 2016, Kenya and Rwanda signed the Economic l
([_:Ag Partnership Agreement between the East African Community and |
the BU. All BJ Member Sates and the BU have also signed the |
Agreement.
The EAC Simmit of 20 May 2017 requested from EU to provide f
| darifications on issues raised by certain EACmembers. The BU i
| provided these darifications. |
|
SOUTHAFRICAN On 15 July 2014 the BPA negotiations were successfully conduded in | Following provisional application, the Parties are addressing |
e South Africa. implementation issues inciuding the twin questions of BPA |
@liQME_NT_ The agreement was signed by the BU and the SADC EPA group on | monitoring and civil-society involvement and putting in place the |
COOMMUNITY [ 10 June 2016 and the European Perliament gave its consent on 14 | ingtitutional framework for the Agreement. A first bint Coundil
| September 2016. Pending ratification by all BJ Member Sates, the | meetingis tentatively scheduled for February 2019 and should |
(SADQ EPA | agreement came provisionally into force as of 10 October 2016. put in place the ingtitutional and dispute settlement framework. |
Group Tne provisional application for Mozambique started on 4 February e next meeting of the Trade and Development Committee will “
208, , _ take place in Pretoria on 6 November 2018. !
The third meeting of the Trade and Development Committee took |
place on 22-23 February 2018 in Brussels. [
CARIBBEAN The CARFORUM — BJ BPAwas signed in October 2008 and The Parties continue to: |
approved by the European Parliament in March 20089. [ work on the further implementation of the various aspects of
the BPA; |
The BPA joint institutions have met regularly since 2010 : [J agreeon ajoint system for monitoring the EPA;
1 [ e met‘(‘ARFORUM-EJ Council (ministers) held its fourth [ negotiate an agreement to protect geographical indications
| meeting in Brusselsin November 2017 (GS), valuable regional product names.
2] The Trade and Development Committee (senior officials) held
its seventh meetingin Brusselsin November 2017
£ The Consultative Committee representing civil society held its

third meeting in Trinidad and Tobago in November 2017




r REGION CURRENT STATUS & NEXT STEPS e
PACIFIC The BU and Papua New Guinea (PNG) signed the BPA on 30 July and To condlude internal BJ procedures towards the accession of
- Samoa and to launch the procedures relatingto Solomon Islands

FAji on 11 December 2009. The EP gave its consent on 19 January
2011. The Parliament of PNG ratified the BPA on 25 May 2011. On
! 17 Mlly 2014 Fji decded to start provisionally applying the
| Agreement.

[ Five meetings of the Trade Committee established under the EPA
| have taken place asfollows:

| 2111 April 2011, Port Moresby

| (D24 February 2012, Port Moresby

(5311 Jly 2013, Brussels

(124 June 2015, Brussels

(119 October 2017, Brussels

[£124 October 2018, Brussels

In the meantime, Samoa, Slomon Islands and Tonga have recently
informed the BU of their intentions to accede to the existing EPA

Samoa has submitted a formal request (dated 5 February 2018) with
WTO-compatible market access offer to the BU for consideration.

Solomon Islands also submitted its request (dated 31 May 2018) with
adraft market access offer to the BU for consideration. )

and Tonga. -
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ANNEX 2

African, Ca.r'ibbean and
Pacific Group of States
(ACP Group)

Groupe des Etats d’Afrique
des Caraibes et du Pacifique
(Groupe ACP)

REFERENcE  ACPI23/1 02@7;/\’ Brussels, 22 November 2018

PAHD Dept: JPA/I bTJ

\
\

- ACP PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL AFFAIRS'

WEDNESDAY, 28 NOVEMBER 2018
10:00 - 13:00

AT THE HOTEL GOLDEN TULIP — LEDIPLOMATE
COTONOU - BENIN

DRAFT AGENDA

1. Adoption of the draft agenda [ACP/23/102/18].

2.  Statement from the Chair.

3. Draft Summary Record of the previous meeting [ACP/23/103/18].

- Adoption; and
- Matters arising.

4. Consideration of items on the agenda for the meeting of the Committee on Political
Affairs of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly to be held on Saturday,1
December 2018.

5.  The political situation in ACP States.

6.  Any other business.

1 Members:

Central Africa: Democratic Republic of Congo (Chair), Tchad, Sao Tomé & Principe
West Africa: Mali (2™ Vice-Chair), Céte d’Ivoire, Burkina Faso, Liberia, Togo, Benin
Pacific: Nauru, Timor-Leste, Vanuatu, Cook Islands

Caribbean: Haiti, Guyana, Jamaica, St. Vincent and the Grenadines

East Africa: Ethiopia, Djibouti, Uganda, Burundi, Kenya

* Southern Africa: Zimbabwe, Zambia, Lesotho

Avenue Georges Henri 451 = 1200 Bruxelles « Téléphone : +32-2-743 06 00
Telefax : +32-2-735 55 73 - +32-2-732 894 70 ¢ E-mail : info@acp.int » Website : www.acp.int



ANNEX 3

des Caraibes et du Pacifique Pacific Group of States

Groupe des Etats d'Afrique African, Caribbean and
(Groupe ACP) E(E (ACP Group)

REFERENCE
ACP/23/098/18 Brussels, 20 November 2018

MDFIP/BL/gn /ﬁ'/

ACP PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, FINANCE AND TRADE!'
MEETING OF WEDNESDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2018 FROM 15:00 TO 18:00
COTONOU (BENIN)

DRAFT AGENDA

1. Adoption of the draft agenda [ACP/23/098/18]
2. Statement from the Chair

3. Adoption of the Summary Record of the Committee meeting held in
Brussels on 13 June 2018 [ACP/23/096/18]:

- Approval of the Summary Record;
- Matters arising.

4. Consideration of the draft agenda for the joint Committee meeting to be
held on 1%t December 2018 [ AP102.724v01-00]

5. Any other business.

I Members of the Committee:

Southern Africa : South Africa (Chair), Angola, Namibia, Swaziland

East Africa : Comoros (2" Vice-Chair), Madagascar, Mauritius, Seychelles, Tanzania
Caribbean : Barbados, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago
Central Africa : Republic of Congo, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea

Pacific : Fiji, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga

West Africa : Cape Verde (1% Vice-Chair), Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Nigeria, Senegal

Avenue Georges Henri 451 ¢ 1200 Bruxelles « Téléphone : +32-2-743 06 00
Télefax : +32-2-735 55 73 - +32-2-732 94 70 ¢ E-mail : info@acp.int ¢ Website : www.acp.int
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ANNEX 4

Groupe des Etats d’'Afrique African, Caribbean and
des Caraibes et du Pacifique @ Pacific Group of States

(Groupe ACP) (ACP Group)

REFEREN
CE ACP/23/104 ‘ Brussels, 22 November 2018

PAHD Dept : JP. BT

ACP- EU JOINT PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE
ON SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND THE ENVIRONMENT'
THURSDAY, 29 NOVEMBER 2018
10:00 - 13:00
AT THE HOTEL GOLDEN TULIP — LE DIPLOMATE
COTONOQU - BENIN

DRAFT AGENDA

1. Adoption of the draft agenda [ACP/23/104/18]
2. Statement from the Chair.

3. Approval of the Draft Summary Record of the Previous Meeting and matters arising
therefrom [ACP/23/105/18].

4. Consideration of items on the agenda for the meeting of the ACP-EU JPA
Committee on Social Affairs and the Environment to be held on Saturday, 1
December 2018.

5. Any other business.

! Members:

Pacific: Papua New Guinea, The Federated States of Micronesia, Niue, Palau, Tuvalu

Caribbean: Antigua & Barbuda, Dominican Republic, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, the Bahamas, Cuba
Southern Africa: Malawi, Botswana, Mozambique

Central Africa: Central African Republic, Cameroon

East Africa: Eritrca (1** Vice-President), Somalia, Rwanda, Sudan

West Africa: Gambia, Niger, Mauritania, Sierra Leone, Ghana

Avenue Georges Henri 451 « 1200 Bruxelles ¢ Téléphone : +32-2-743 06 00
Téléfax : +32-2-735 65 73 - +32-2-732 894 70 « E-mail : info@acp.int * Website : www.acp.int




ANNEX 5

30 November 2018

WOMEN'S FORUM

ENDING CHILD MARRIAGES - FROM VISION TO ACTION
Saturday 1 December 2018, 8.00 a.m. to 10.00 a.m.

Cotonou, Benin
Venue
Salle Madiba
Golden Tulip le Diplomate
Interpretation in EN & FR

an Parliament -

arliament, Kenya)



ANNEX 6

Draft
STATEMENT BY HON. JOSEPH HYACINTHE OWONA KONO CO-PRESIDENT
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36" SESSION OF THE ACP-EU JOINT PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

Cotonou - Benin
03 December 2018



STATEMENT BY HON. JOSEPH HYACINTHE OWONA KONO CO-PRESIDENT

AT THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE 36" SESSION OF THE ACP-EU JOINT
PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

—  Your Excellency Patrice Talon, President of the Republic of

Benin,

—  Hon. Louis Michel, Co-President of the ACP-EU Joint

Parliamentary Assembly,

— Distinguished invited guests,

It is once again, an honour and privilege to address this distinguished
gathering. Allow me also to thank the Government and National
Assembly, and indeed the people of the Republic of Benin, for hosting
these meetings of the JPA. We are appreciative of all the facilities that

have been put in place for the convenience and comfort of Members.

It is indeed very befitting to be back in this magnificent city at a time
when we are in the midst of the negotiations for the Post-Cotonou
Agreement. As we may all recall, the ACP-EU Partnership
Agreement, was signed in this very City on 23 June 2000 with a life
span of 20 years. Since then, it has been the framework for EU's

relations with 79 countries from Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific

(ACP). With a



view of ensuring relevance and the effectiveness of the ACP-EU
cooperation, in 2010, it was adapted to address new challenges such
as climate change, food security, regional integration, State

fragility and aid effectiveness.

Your Excellency,

Hon. Members,

Sessions of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly are a re-affirmation of
our commitment to parliamentary governance in the multilateral
context. This Assembly provides a framework for open, democratic
and in-depth dialogue among ACP and EU legislators on the
implementation of the Cotonou Agreement but also on the scrutiny of
development cooperation mechanisms across the entire globe to
ensure that they are in harmony with the objectives of sustainable
development, including, peace, justice, respective for human rights as

well as civil and political liberties.

That is why at our 33" and 35™ Sessions, we adopted Declarations in
which we made it very clear that we would like a Post-Cotonou
Agreement with a strong Parliamentary Dimension. This will not only
enable this Assembly to continue ensuring that multilateral
governance encompasses the values, rules, institutions, and processes

through which people and organizations work towards common



objectives but that it does so more effectively. As I mentioned earlier
that in 2010, the Cotonou Partnership Agreement was adapted to cater
for the new challenges, the Members of this Assembly see a need to
do the same to this organ to be able to deliver on its oversight role. As
the ACP Group, we recently concluded a JPA impact assessment
study and we are optimistic that its findings will be useful both for the
negotiations purpose as well as the for the implementation phase of
the new Agreement. We look forward to the thoughts that the
Keynote Speaker will be sharing with us on the future partnership of
the ACP-EU after 2020.

Your Excellency,

Hon. Members,

Political concerns and issues of international justice and security will
dominate our debates at this session. We shall debate and hopefully
adopt a Resolution on the impact of the rise of populism on
globalisation. We hope to have consensus on how to preserve and
protect the freedoms that came with globalisation such as; the
movement of goods, services and people which are now under threat

due to the rise of populism.



We shall also have a resolution on the impact of climate change, in
particular on Small Islands Developing States. Climate change is
affecting local economies dependent on land and natural resources the
most. Rising seas will not only erode shorelines and destroy
ecosystems, coastal cities and towns will surely be displaced by rising
seas. The Paris Agreement; seems to be the only viable answer to this
challenge, as it sets out a global action plan to put the world on track
to avoid dangerous climate change by limiting global warming to well

below 2°C.

Another debate will afford us to once again come up with strong
strategies on the concrete involvement of the international community
in the fight against terrorism in the Sahel. The leaders in this region
stand ready to confront this scourge head-on but for lack of funds to
operationalise the G5 Sahel Task Force. Hence, our longstanding call
on the EU to deliver on the funding pledged for the Task Force.
Terrorism feeds on fear, illusion and ignorance, let us not allow it to
feed on lack of financial resources by those on the front-line of its

firing; in this case the communities living in and around the Sahel.

Furthermore, the Assembly will have an opportunity to deliberate on

the political situation in Cameroon.



[ shall refrain from pre-empting the debate on this topic. However, I
am looking forward to actively participate in the debate when we
come to that agenda item. The debate on the young people with
disabilities in the context of sustainable development will be in the
context of a follow-up, as you will recall that in our previous Session
of the JPA a Declaration of the Co-Presidents on putting youth,
especially young people with disabilities, at the heart of ACP-EU

relations was adopted.

Your excellency,

Hon. Members,

All the challenges I have alluded to above threaten the very core of
what the ACP-EU Cooperation is all about; the people centred
economic development. If all that countries are doing is merely
copying with the current difficulties without preparing for the next
generation, humanity itself is in peril. While some countries have
made significant investments to ‘future proof’ their economies, they
too will be affected by exogenous shocks of unsatisfied demands

elsewhere.

In conclusion, I need to reaffirm the commitment and trust we have as

the ACP Group on the cooperation we have with our EU partners. We



are cognisant of the fact that it alone, cannot be a panacea to the
surmountable problems we are facing but to date, it is the most

valuable partnership we have.

It is very encouraging to note that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development is the heart of both our negotiating mandates. Let us
ensure that, indeed the new Agreement will enable most of the ACP
countries to achieve most if not all of the SDGs, for the betterment of

our people’s lives.

[ thank you all for your kind attention.
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MONDAY 3 DECEMBER

800 a.m. to 10.00 a.m.

Conciliation meetings on urgent motions for resolution

[1.00 am.

Formal opening sitting of the 362Session of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly

List of speakers:

Michele Rivasi, acting Co-President of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly
Joseph Owona Kono. Co-President of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly
Patrice Talon, President of Benin

Adrien Houngbedji, President of the National Assembly of Benin

3.00 p.m. ro 7.00 p.m.

Sitting of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly

Constituent meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly and accreditation of
nonparliamentary representatives

L

Adoption of agenda

2 Approval of the minutes of the last sittings of the 35" session of the Joint
Parliamentary Assembly

3. Co-Presidents' Announcements including decisions taken at the Bureau meeting of 2
December 2018

4. Statement by Neven Mimica, Member of the Commission with responsibility for
international cooperation and development

5. Debate with Neven Mimica, Member of the Commission with responsibility for
international cooperation and development = catch-the-eye

6. Question Time to the Commission

7. Action taken by the Commission on the resolutions adopted at the 35" session of the
Jomt Parliamentary Assembly

8. The fight against cybercrime and drug trafficking
Committee on Political Affairs
Co-Rapporteurs: Deirdre Clune and Agnima Alain Michel Lobognon (Cote d'Ivoire)

AP102.603v04-00 24 OJ'1168267EN doc



TUESDAY 4 DECEMBER

9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.

0.

14.

Statement by [ssa Doubragne, Minister of Economy and Development Planning
(Chad), President-in-Office of the ACP Council

Statement by Maria-Magdalena Grigore, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, State Secretary
(Romania), replacing President-in-Office of the EU Council

Question Time to the Council

Debate with the Council - catch-the-eye

Combating the destabilizing effects of wildlife trafficking in ACP countries and
promoting the implementation of the external dimension of the EU Action Plan
against wildlife trafficking

Committee on Social Affairs and the Environment

Co-rapporteurs: Gilbert S. Mangole (Botswana) and Catherine Bearder

Urgent topic 1: The impact of the rise of populism on globalisation

3.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.

[

N

The concrete involvement of the international community in the fight against
terrorism in the Sahel

Debate without resolution with Mohamed Ibn Chambas, UN Secretary-General’s
Special Representative for West Africa

Small and Medium Enterprises (SME) development at the heart of economic
transformation in ACP countries

Committee on Economic Development, Finance and Trade

Co-rapporteurs: Sangeet Fowdar (Mauritius) and Nicolas Bay

Post-Cotonou: the future partnership of the EU-ACP after 2020
Keynote debate with Maurizio Carbone, Professor, University of Glasgow (United
Kingdom). School of Social and Political Sciences

WEDNESDAY 5 DECEMBER

8.00 a.m. to 9.00 a.m.

Meeting of ACP Drafting Committee
Possibly, meetings of EP Political groups

ONLT68267EN.doc 34 AP102.603v04-00

EN
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9.00a.m. to 1.00 p.m.

18.

The political situation in Cameroon
Debate without resolution with Nsoh Christopher Ndikum. Head of Department ot
Political Science. University ot Buea, Cameroon

Urgent topic 2: The impact of climate change, in particular on small, developing 1sland
states

Young people with disabilities in the context of sustainable development
Debate without resolution with Alba Gonzales, EU Policy Officer, International
Advocacy & Alliances, CBM International

New Beninese electoral code
Exchange of views with Robert Gbian, Second Vice-President of the National Assembly
of Benin on political reforms in Benin: state of play and outlook

2.00 p.m._to 3.00 p.ni.

Meeting of the ACP Parliamentary Assembly

3.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.n.

22.  Report by the economic and social partners
Presentation by Jaroslaw Mulewicz, Chair of the ACP Follow-up Commuttee, European
Economic and Social Committee

23.  Summary reports from the workshops

24, Report on the 16th regional meeting held in Yaoundé, Cameroon (Central African
Region) from 17-19 July 2018 — report by the Co-Presidents

25. Report on the Youth Conference

26 Report on the Women's Forum

27. Vote on the motions for resolution included in the reports submitted by the three
standing committees

28.  Vete on the urgent motions for resolution

25.  Any other business

30 Date-and place of the 37" Session of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly

AP102 603v04-00 +4 OJ' 1168267EN doc
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ANNEX 8 A

ACP-EU JOINT PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

ACP-EU/102.730/18/fin.

RESOLUTION?

on the impact of the rise of populism on globalisation

The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly,

meeting in Cotonou (Benin) from 3 to 5 December 2018,

— having regard to Article 18(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

— having regard to the Charter of the United Nations,

— having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948,

— having regard to the UN International Covenant for Civil and Political Rights,

— having regard to the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination (CERD),

— having regard to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights adopted in June 1981,
— having regard to the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance,

— having regard to Articles 2, 3, 5 and 6 of the Treaty on European Union and to the Treaty
on the Functioning of the European Union,

— having regard to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union,
— having regard to the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR),

— having regard to the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement signed in Cotonou on 23 June 2000
and revised respectively in Luxembourg on 25 June 2005 and in Ouagadougou on 22 June
2010 (hereinafter ‘the Cotonou Agreement’),

— having regard to UN General Assembly Resolution A/RES/70/1 of 25 September 2015
entitled ‘Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” and to
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals,

! Adopted by the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly on 5 December 2018 in Cotonou (Benin)

AA\1171487EN.docx AP102.730v04-00
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EN

having regard to the 1947 GATT Agreement, the 1994 Uruguay Round Agreement and
the establishment of the WTO in 1995,

having regard to the Georgetown Agreement of 1975,

having regard to the Declaration on Strengthening the Financial System of the G20 summit
held in London on 2 April 2009,

having regard to the European Parliament resolution of 1 October 2018 on the EU’s input
to a UN Binding Instrument on transnational corporations and other business enterprises
with transnational characteristics with respect to human rights,

whereas populism is a term used as a description of political movements not confined to a
single political family, anti-establishment and anti-elitism, which claim their foundation
in the people and use demagogical arguments;

whereas populism seeks to capitalise on citizens’ fears and to offer overly simplistic
solutions to complex, interconnected problems;

whereas populism often takes its roots in socio-economic difficulties; whereas populism
often promotes nationalism as a response, and undermines further global efforts to address
common challenges such as migration, climate change, poverty eradication and terrorism;

whereas populist rhetoric and campaigns have been on the rise throughout the world as a
consequence of a crisis in States’ legitimacy, efficiency and financing; whereas this has
led to greater distrust among citizens towards governments, globalisation and international
cooperation and has created significant political and economic uncertainty;

whereas populism deliberately portrays a growing distance between ‘the people’ and ‘the
elites’, which is used by populist forces for their gain; whereas this creates divisions within
society and weakens the social fabric and has led to an increasing disconnect between
citizens and institutions;

whereas populism undermines and seeks to destabilise principles, rights and values
including representative democracy, the rule of law, equality and non-discrimination, and
the protection of fundamental rights;

whereas globalisation is a process that has created a new set of political, economic and
social possibilities and challenges for the future; whereas globalisation, global trade and
open markets have contributed to technological progress, increased trade, productivity,
prosperity, competitiveness and wealth, and have improved living standards and reduced
extreme poverty in some parts of the world;

whereas the benefits of globalisation are spread unequally among people, countries,
regions and sectors; whereas the growth of the financial industry and its rising share of the

AP102.730v04-00 2/6 AA\1171487EN.docx



global gross domestic product has led to a vast increase in the wealth of a small elite in
some countries;

whereas in countries which have undergone economic austerity measures, growing
inequalities, a persistent lack of public investment, stagnating wages, rising living costs
and a lack of job opportunities, the divide between citizens and governments has been
aggravated; whereas in given countries, the lack of good governance undermines the
implementation of efficient public polices and exacerbates this divide;

whereas the global economic crisis of 2008 caused huge economic imbalances around the
world; whereas the crisis was primarily caused by poor financial regulation and
unscrupulous lending practices;

whereas unrestricted globalisation allows investment to occur in less developed or under-
regulated economies where well-capitalised companies can avoid their legal or moral
responsibilities and not respect international and domestic laws, in areas such as the
environment, human rights, labour law and property rights, resulting in dangerous and
predatory employment practices, neglect and abuse of the environment and land-grabbing;

whereas globalisation must be managed and rendered more humane and equitable so as to
serve sustainable development; whereas there is a shared responsibility at all levels of
government in harnessing globalisation; whereas this requires international cooperation,
multilateralism and the reduction of inequalities;

. whereas protectionism is a simplistic and weak answer to the challenges posed by
globalisation given the complex and high interconnection of economic activities in the
global supply chain; whereas populist movements reject the potential for poverty reduction
through globalisation;

whereas any responsible government must ensure the economic emancipation of the
population through the establishment of good human rights based governance,
incorporating the individual dimension in the pursuit of the common good and peaceful
co-existence;

whereas multilateralism, based on cooperation and negotiation, is the glue which holds
together the moral order in the fight to eradicate poverty and the combating of all forms of
exclusion and hate speech; whereas the world’s growing interdependence requires that
progress be made towards these forms of governance, but international cooperation must
not be allowed to result in a dilution of responsibilities to the detriment of democracy;

whereas many ACP countries are still marginalised in the global context and need to
enhance their competitiveness, since this would enable them to better participate in global
markets;

whereas wars, civil unrest and changing weather patterns in many parts of the world have
given rise to danger, disease, hunger and insecurity, causing large numbers of people to
migrate to neighbouring or distant countries;

AA\1171487EN.docx 3/6 AP102.730v04-00
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R. whereas states trying to take on the challenges of globalisation and populism on their own
encounter difficulties handling transnational challenges such as migration flows, financial
crises, tax evasion, terrorism and climate change;

1. Regrets the rise of populist movements, which pose a threat to, and fail to take a
responsible approach to, democratic-political and civil life, and gravely undermine
representative democracy and its institutions;

2. Strongly condemns populism that contributes to reinforcing stereotypes and obfuscating
the advantages of intensified cooperation between European countries on the one hand and
developing and industrialising countries on the other, on both public and private levels;

3. Acknowledges that the benefits of globalisation include a general increase in wealth across
the world, an increase in education opportunities, especially in less developed countries,
and a worldwide improvement in healthcare; deeply regrets, however, that both the
benefits and harmful effects of globalisation are unequally distributed among countries,
regions and within societies; recalls, in this regard, that urgent and comprehensive action
on globalisation is needed in order to work towards public trust and thereby halt the rise
of populism;

4. Notes that this, together with several factors including the global financial crisis, the
increase in inequality of wealth, technology shifts such as automation and digitalisation,
and a perception of inability to influence or control events, have led to a loss of belief in
the benefits of globalisation and to a rise in populism;

5. Recalls that populism can only be tackled by addressing the root causes of distrust in
governments and state institutions; notes that corruption in the public and private sectors
further widens the disconnect between citizens and state institutions and fuels the rise of
populism; calls on the EU and ACP countries to adopt and enforce strong measures to
tackle corruption and tax evasion and avoidance in order to restore public confidence;
observes that the middle class has shrunk in many EU Member States, while its share of
overall income has equally decreased; urges governments to expand globalisation
adjustment programmes to help counter the negative effects of globalisation;

6. Insists on stronger requirements for transparency in the financing of political campaigns
and activities; urges national and regional authorities to uphold and strictly implement
laws on admissibility and traceability on domestic and foreign political financing,
including donations and loans;

7. Welcomes 2018 as marking the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights; reaffirms in the strongest terms its commitment to democracy, the rule of law and
separation of powers, open societies, tolerance, multiculturalism and equality; urges
national governments and international organisations to enforce existing commitments so
as to ensure that states fulfil their national and international obligations regarding
democratic principles, the rule of law, and human rights including minority rights;

AP102.730v04-00 4/6 AA\1171487EN.docx
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10.

11.

12,

14.

15.

Calls on the ACP and EU Member States to strengthen policies that support the values of
democracy, in particular an enabling environment that enhances the inclusiveness and
participatory dimensions of nation building;

Deplores the increasing use of hate speech against minorities and condemns demagogical
discourses on exclusion; denounces all forms of authoritarian governance, extremism,
racism and discrimination; deeply regrets the exploitation and perpetuation of divisions
within society;

Notes with concern the impact of social media and digital communication tools in the
spreading of ‘fake news’ and inaccurate information; calls for greater regulation of social
networking sites and large tech companies in order to monitor and halt the spread of false
information;

Deeply regrets the exploitation of the arrival of migrants and refugees to further populist
campaigns; notes that migration has always been a constant human phenomenon, and
regrets the lack of solidarity from some EU Member States over sharing the responsibility
to address the challenges of the arrival of migrants and refugees; notes that migration is a
global phenomenon to be managed collectively; recalls that most ACP migration remains
intra-African; calls for a humane migration policy in the countries of origin, transit and
destination, including fair resettlement programmes, evidence-based policymaking, and a
positive narrative of migration, also regarding opportunities for host countries, in order to
combat populism;

Calls on political leaders in EU Member States and ACP countries to promote and defend
the principles of international cooperation, multilateralism, inclusive societies, solidarity
between national governments and parliaments, state institutions, regional organisations,
and civil society to promote and defend the universality of human rights;

. Reiterates its commitment to multilateralism and calls for ACP countries to be better

represented in international fora; expresses the view that the needs and expectations of
developing countries should be better reflected in international agreements; stresses that
nationalism and isolationism should have no place in today’s interdependent world; urges
the international community to strengthen international standards intended to prevent the
most egregious abuses and judicial institutions such as the International Criminal Court
(ICC) whose purpose is to respond to such abuses;

Calls on the ACP and EU Member States to jointly lead the political debate in the UN to
control and prevent the expansion of populist ideology from disrupting the global
achievement of integration;

Stresses the need for greater solidarity in global governance, regulation and worldwide
solutions under democratic scrutiny and with the full involvement of civil society in order
to better harness a globalisation that can benefit all, and to ensure citizens have adequate
access to the democratic decision-making process; reiterates that only through regional
and international cooperation and compromise can globalisation be managed and made to
work in the interests of all citizens; notes that the OECD nations have instituted increased

AA\1171487EN.docx 5/6 AP102.730v04-00
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18.

19.

20.

21.

financial regulation, and expects that this regulation will continue to be applied and not be
relaxed;

. Stresses that international trade and cooperation not only play a decisive role in economic

development and relations between countries in the globalised economy, but also have a
fundamental influence on peace, socially and environmentally sustainable growth,
employment, the eradication of poverty and food insecurity, human rights, the fight against
climate change, respect for cultures and diversity; recognises, therefore, the growing
responsibility of the EU to contribute to answering these challenges, and calls on the EU
and its Member States not to disengage from their international commitments and to recall
their responsibilities as leaders in global development;

. Calls for free, fair, rules-based and value-based trade between countries, with the

maintenance or establishment of a level playing field and the binding linkage to high social
and environmental standards, as well as the fundamental principles of democracy and
human rights, in a spirit of reciprocity and mutual benefit; expresses the view that
protectionism is a simplistic answer to common fears, while recognising the asymmetrical
relationship between developed and developing countries; notwithstanding the
aforementioned principles, reiterates the right of ACP countries to protect infant industries
and liberalise more gradually, in accordance with their relevant international
commitments;

Commends initiatives led by business actors for sustainable cooperation, and calls for trade
strategies for SMEs, including social enterprises, aimed at integrating them more easily
into international and regional value chains and overcoming trade-specific hurdles;

Recalls that inclusive education is a key tool to expand opportunities, attain stable, quality
employment and facilitate exchanges and intercultural mobility; urges the European Union
and its Member States and the ACP countries to use national budgets to support inclusive
education, skills development, social integration, sustainable development and the creation
of decent quality jobs, particularly for young people;

Calls on the ACP and EU Member States, in the context of the JPA, to strengthen the
JPA’s oversight role to safeguard good governance, accountability and transparency so as
to prevent and discourage the social ills caused by populism;

Instructs its Co-Presidents to forward this resolution to the ACP-EU Council, the European
Commission, the Pan-African Parliament, CARICOM and the Pacific Islands Forum, the
African Union, the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Secretary-General of
the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development.

AP102.730v04-00 6/6 AA\1171487EN.docx



ANNEX 8 B

ACP-EU JOINT PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

ACP-EU 102.731/18/fin.

RESOLUTION?

on the impact of climate change, in particular on Small Island Developing States

The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly,

meeting in Cotonou (Benin) from 3-5 December 2018,

— having regard to its previous resolutions, in particular that of 20 December 2017 on
enhancing resilience to climate change and natural disasters in ACP states?,

- having regard to its declaration of 21 June 2017 on climate change®,

- having regard to the Paris Agreement and the 21 Conference of the Parties (COP21) of
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) held in Paris
in 20154,

—  having regard to the Milan Declaration on Enhancing Food Security and Climate
Adaptation in Small Island Developing States of October 20157,

- having regard to the Regional Framework for Achieving Development Resilient to
Climate Change of the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre®,

—  having regard to the Framework for Resilient Development in the Pacific (FRDP) 2017-
20307,

—  having regard to the World Risk Report 20178,

- having regard to the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery, which supports
disaster risk management projects worldwide’,

! Adopted by the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly on 5 December 2018 in Cotonou (Benin)

2 hitp://www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/acp/2017 haiti/pdf/ 1142805¢en.pdf

3 hitp:/www.acp.int/content/declaration-acp-eu-joint-parliamentary-assembly-climate-change

40JL 349,17.10.2017, p. 67.1

5 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/8537MilanDeclaration.pdf

¢ hups://www.caribbeanclimate.bz/2009-202 1 -reeional-planning-for-climate-compatible-development-in-the-

region/

7 hitps://www.pacificclimatechange.net/sites/default/files/documents/FRDP_2016_Resilient_Dev_pacitic.pdf?
8 hitps://relicfweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resourcess WRR_2017_E2.pdf

9 https:/www.wmo.int/pages/prog/drr/7documents/Ref04_GFDRR.pdf +
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