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Honourable Senators,

Pursuant to Standing orders 22o (1) (a), and 225(2) (b), I hereby report to the
Senate that a petition has been received from one Maj. (Rtd.) Joel Kiprono
Rop, a citizen of Kenya and resident of Bomet county, concerning the state of
the tea industry in Kenya.

As you are aware, under Article ll9(l) of the constitution, and I quote::'Every
perton has a right to petition Parliament to consider any matter within its
authority, including enacting amending or repeating any legislation."
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i)

ii)

iii)

iv)

Honourable Senators, the salient issues

follows-
raised in the said petition are as

The systematic and brutal acquisition of previousry communal ancestral
lands in Kenyan highlands by the British colonial governments to pave
way for White settlers to cultivate tea on large scale;

The subsequent transformation of the said lands from communal
ancestral lands to, firstly, government land, and later to private land in
the hands of multinational companies and individuar private owners;

The domination of the tea sector in Kenya by the said large scale tea
estates and multinationals, to the detriment of small scale farmers who
have been unable to fully benefit from the sector; and

The lack of reparations and restitution in respect of the communities
from which these lands were forcibly taken.
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The petitioner therefore requests the Senate to exhaustively investigate these
injustices and come up with appropriate interventions, including legislative
measures. to correct this dire situation of the tea sector in Kenya.

Honourable Senators, pursuant to standing order 226, r shail now allow
comments, observations or clarifications in relation to the petition for not
more than thirty minutes.

[after comments by Senators]

PETITION TO THE SENATE BY MAJOR (RTD) JOEL KIPRONO ROP
CONCERNING THE STATE OF THE TEA INDUSTRY IN KENYA
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6 Honourable Senators, pursuant to standing order 227('l), the petition stands
committed to the relevant standing committee, in this case the standing
committee on Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries. ln terms of standing order
227(2), the committee will be required, in not more than sixty days from the
time of reading the Prayer, to respond to the Petitioner by way of a Report
addressed to the Petitioner and laid on the Table of the Senate.
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Petition to the Senate by Major (Rtd) Joel Kiprono
industry in KenYa

Rop concerning the state of tea

l, the undersigned,

Citizen of the Republic of Kenya' resident of Bomet County:

DRAW the attention of the Senate to the following:

l. THAT, the land on which the multi.national tea plantations, and associated infra-

structure'issituatedisattuallytheancestralandcommunallandfromwhichthe
affectedKenyansWeresystematicallyandbrutallyevictedbytheBritishcolonial
powersinordertopavewayforthewhitesettlerstocultivateteaonlargesale.

2.THAT'evenwiththeadventofindependence,theissueofthewhitesettlertea
farms was not addresseJ UV,t't" successive Kenya Government Administrations' resulting in'

among others: 
h^l

% kT'&ii:[rs;iut*:#'":r""nlxi#1ilril:t:i:',,i*ii;:"'
settlers-tu rned-foreign i nvestors ;

b) Subsequent wrongful transfer of some the said land by the white settler

leaseholders to individual Kenyan entrepreneurs:

c)Totaldisregardofreparationandrestitutioninrespectoftheaffec;tedKenyan
families.

THAT. in spite of the fact that Kenya is a world-class producer of tea and key

playerininternationalteabusiness,thebiggeststakeholdersinKenya'steaindustry
havecontinuouslyremainedtheforeign-basedmulti-nationalcompanies;leadinS
to the following maladies, among others:

a) Lack of de-colonization of the tea industry;

b) The indigenous Kenyan small scale tea Srower being perpetually dwarfed

locally as well as on the international arena;
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THAT, <lespite the fact that tea has steadily remained the Iargest foreign exchange

earner for Kenya, the great quality has never fully benefitted Kenyans because of

the following reasons, among others:

a)Substantialportionsoftheearningshaveperenniallybeenrepatriated
by the foreign-based owners of the tea business:

b)ThedwarfedKenyanfarmershaveneverbeenabletoattainanyreasonable
proportionofthepotentialofthefirst-classforeignexchanSeearningswith
respect to their Produce.

THAT,thereisneedtoexhaustivelyanddecisivelydealwiththefollowing:

a) tlistorical injustices associated with all the land under tea owned by

multi-national companies and subsequent derivatives and transfers:

b) Wrongful transfers that have occurred since independence;

c) Existinglease-holds:

d) lnitiate a new dispensation in this very important industry of national

economy.

THAT, Parliament is the right body to address these issues, including in making

proposalsforrelevantamendmentstothe.Constitutionandotherlaws.
Consequently, I have. brought this petition before the Senate as the first port of

call.
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7 THAT, none of the issues raised in this Petition is pending in any court of Law'

Constitutional or any other legal body'



Petition to the Senate by Major (Rtd) Joel Kiprono Rop concerning the state of tea

industry in KenYa

UUI-IEREFOR[, your humble petitioner prays that the Senate-

l)lnitiatestheprocessofamendingtheConstitutionandallrelevantlawsto
acconrPlish the following:

a) Restitution of ancestral/communal land:

b) l land over the tea land, tea plantations, associated infra-structure and businesses

intheaffectedregionstotherespectiveCountycovernments,whowillactas

c)

Trustees of the people in the county:

Collaboration of the National Covernment in order to expedite and oversee the

transfer of the tea land, property and associated businesses;

Liaison between each of the affected county covernmenu with National

covernmentinordeltoappointaNationalTransitionalManagingAuthorityto
run operations of the large scale tea farms for a short period, during which each

of the Counties goes through the process of finding a suitable county Managing

Agentl

l-iaisonbetweentheKenyaGovernmentwithBritishGovernmentinorderto
raisethefundsthatmaybeusedtopayseverancetothemulti.nationaltea
companies as a result of the handover of the property and businesses to the

Trustees of the rightful local peoplel

d)

e)

f) Disbandmeent of Kenya Tea Development Agency (KTDA) and establishment of

County Tea Development Agents (CTDA's); and transfer of all its assets and

operationstotheCounty.basedManaging/MarketingAgents.namely,County
1-ea Development Agents (CTDA's)' The CTDA's may apply to the respective

county Trustee for ifre tender of the afore-mentioned marketing/managing

aSency.
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IN KENYA

I have reviewed the above petition as directed, and confirm that the same complies
with the Senate Standing Orders on the form of petition.

While the petition relates to the tea sector in general, the specific issues addressed
differ from those that have been subject of previous petitions considered by the
Senate from small scale tea farmers in Kisii and Murang'a counties, and the reports
thereof tabled in June 2014 and March 20.l5 respectively.

These issues are-

N

i) The systematic and brutal acquisition of previously communal ancestral lands
by the British colonial governments to pave way for White settlers to cultivate
tea on large scale:

ii) The subsequent transformation of the said lands from communal ancestral
lands to, firstly, government land, and later to private land in the hands of
multinational companies and individual private owners;

iii) The domination of the tea sector in Kenya by the said large scale tea estates to
the detriment of small scale farmers who have been unable to fully benefit
from the sector; and

iv) The lack of reparations and restitution in respect of the communities from
which these lands were forcibly taken.

The petitioner therefore requeJts the Senate to exhaustively investigate these issues
and come up with appropriate interventions, including legislative measures, to correct
this dire situation of the tea sector in Kenya.


