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FOREWORD

The coastal area of Kenya is endowed with a rich variety of natural resources
that form the socio-economic base of the region. The resources therein support
multiple forms of uses including tourism, agriculrure, shipping, fisheries and
forestry, which make significant contributions to the local and national economy.
For example, about 600/o of the contribution of tourism to the national economy
comes from coastal tourism. However, different sectoral interests have tended to
seek exclusive access to and use of coastal resources, and past sectorally based
governance systems failed to recognise the interconnectedness of ecosystems
in resource management. Consequently, the sectoral approach to development
planning and management, combined with population pressure and the intensiry
and complexiry of human activities in the coastal area have spawned resource use
conflicts and adverse socio-economic and environmental effects.

The development and implementation of ^n Integrated Coastal Zone
Management (ICZN! action strategy for the Nyali-Bamburi-shanzu 

^tea 
tn

Mombasa in 1996 by a multi-sectoral team under the coordination of the Coast
Development Authoriry (CDA) marked early efforts at integrated management
of coastal resources for sustainable development. Latef in 1999, the enactment
of the Environmental Management and Coordination Act (EMCA 1999) obliged
the National Environment Management Authority Q.{EMA), in consultation with
the relevant lead agencies, to conduct a survey of the coastal zone and prepare
an integrated national coastal zone rr,atagement plan based on the report of the
survey. The preparation of the State of the Coast report in 2009 was in response
to this requirement. Subsequent efforts coordinated by NEMA culminated in the
formulation of the ICZM policy framework to guide development planning and
management, conservation of the environment and accommodate the social and
economic needs of local communities. The objectives of the policy are to:-

i) Promote integrated planning and coordination of coastal developments
across the various sectors;

ii) Promote sustainable economic development to secure livelihoods of
coastal communities;

iii) Conserve the coastal and marine resources and environment for
sustainable development;

iv) Manage environmental risks associated with changes in shoreline and
climate;

lntegrated Coastal Zono Management (ICZM) Policy I vii



9 Develop capacity in research and education and enhance stakeholder
awareness and participation in sustainable resoufce management;

vi) Establish effective institutional and legal frameworks for implementation
of the ICZM Policy.

The ICZM Policy is rooted in the understanding that the coastal and marine
environment is a limited spatial area and a distinctive system in which a range

of environmental and socio-economic interest interconnect in a rnanner which
requires a dedicated and integrated management aPProach. Its preparation was

participatory, involving stakeholders from govefnment agencies, Pfivate sectof,

non-governmental organisations QJGOs), exPert grouPs and community based

organisations (CBOs).

The vision of the policy is "A coastal qone witb healthl ecoslstemt and resorrces tbat

ssstain the socio-economic deuelopnent and well-being of the carrent and fature generationl'.

It seeks to promote sustainable development in the coastal zone in line with
the principles of the Kenya Constitution 2010 and obiectives of Vision 2030.

The Government is committed to the implementation of this policy to ensure

sustained benefits to coastal communities and the national economy.

6-^\^/€
PROF. JUDr W. WAKHUNGU

CABINET SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF E}WIRONMENT, WATER
AND NATURAL RESOURCES

I
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The coastal zone is endowed with rich multiple-use resources which arc of great
socio-economic significance to the local communiry and the nation at large. The
need for the ICZM Policy framework is premised by the failure of the largely
sectoral-based resource management approach to adequately address the cross-
cutting developmental and environmental issues. The sectoral-based planning,
development and management of the resources, compounded with pressure
from rapid population growth, have spawned resource use conflicts and adverse
socio-economic and environmental effects.

TheICZM Policy is the culmination of a consultat-ive and participatory process
involving lead government agencies, NGOs, CBOs and other stakeholders
actively engaged in the utilisation and management of resources along the coastal
zone. Development of the policy was informed by, among others, the report on
the State of the Coast prepared under the stewardship of NEMA, and the draft
National Environment Policy. Finalisation of the policy preparation process
coincided with the promulgation of the constitution for the country in August
2010. This prompted revision of the policy to align it with the constitution on
matters pertaining to environment and development.

As such the ICZM Policy recognizes the state and public obligations in relation
to the environment and the right of participation by citizens in environmental
matters and processes that affect their lives as oudined in Article 69 in the
constitution. The vision of the ICZM Policy is"A coastal qone witb bealtl4t uosltstems
and resoarces that srctain the socio-econorzic deaeloprued and well-being of tbe carrert and

fatare generation.f'.lt seeks to promote sustainable development in the coastal zone
in line with the principles of the constitution and objectives of Vision 2030.

The policy is presented in 6ve chapters. Chapter 1 provides the background to
the policy. Presented in this chapter are the relevant policies and legal instruments
governing the utilization and management of the resources, justification for the
policy and a description of the policy formulation process.

In Chapter 2, an overiew of the coastal zone and diversity of resources and their
socio-economic importance are highlighted. The issues affecting the coastal zone
and the main challenges in the management of the resources and environment
are elucidated.

Chapter 3 presents the vision and mission statements providing direction to
the policy. The objectives of the policy are enumerated and guiding principles
towards the preparation of the policy framework elaborated.

lntegratsd Cffitd Zom Milag€mm (lCZMl Policy I ix



Chapter 4 provides in detail specific policy statements addressing issues

appertaining to;

o Integrated planning and coordination of coastal development and
communication among the various government and non-government
stakeholders,

o Community empowefment and resource use conflicts,

o Environmental conservation, encompassing the conservation of coastal
and marine habitats, management of cultural and natural heritage, pollution
control and the provision of potable water supplies,

o The management of environmental risks, especially shoreline change and
emerging issues such as climate change and episodic extreme environmental
events,

o Awareness creation and education, and research focusing on the coastal
zone, and

o Institutional and legal frameworks to guide the implementation of the
ICZM Policy.

In Chapter 5, a framework to guide implementation of the ICZM Policy is
presented, which addresses capacity building and policy enforcement.

Annexed to the policy is an implementation matrix which oudines strategic actions
and expected output, and proposed roles of government and non-govefnment
stakeholders.

On domestication of Multilateral Environmental Agreements (VIEAs), the policy
recognises the provision in the Kenya Constitution 2010 that any regional and
international agreement or law that the country becomes party to is part of the
countryt laws. Domestication and implementation of MEAs will be promoted
to foster international and regional cooperation for better management of
transboundary issues. The ICZM Policy will be implemented through ICZM
National Plan of Action prepared by NEMA joindy with stakeholders.

RICHARD L. LESIYAMPE (PhD)

PRINCIPAL SECRETARY, STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EIWIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES
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CHAPTERI: INTRODUCTION

l.l Background

The I(enyan coastal area is endowed with a variery of rich resources and
landscape that form the social and economic base of the region. These resources
include the land, rivers, lakes, estuaries and other wetlands, grasslands, coastal
and mangrove forests, sea grass and coral reefs all of which are characterised
by high productivity and biodiversiry. Their exploitation contributes not only to
local livelihoods but also to the overall economy of the country.

Key sectors in the coastal economy include tourism, fisheries, agriculture,
forestry and trade. The contribution of tourism to the national economy is about
12o/o of the gross domestic product (GDP), 60oh of which comes from coastal
tourism. Fisheries contribution to the national economy stands at 5o/o of the
GDI of which about 5.6%o comes from marine fisheries. While the contribution
of tourism to the coastal economy accounts for 45o/o, the port and shipping
contributes 1,5o/o, agricultural industry contributes 87o, agriculture contributes
5o/o and forestry accounts for 4o/o. This is a significant contribution to Kenya's
GDP. Over time however, these resources have been under pressure from a rising
population and rapid development.

The management of coastal resources in I(enya has evolved from the traditional
system based on traditional knowledge and organized around the localized realm
encompassing the resource, resource exploiters and marketers. This was a period
of few resource exploiters and the integrity of the environmental resource base

remained largely functional, serving the socio-economic needs of the people.

Over the years, coastal resources and the environment have been managed
through uncoordinated sectoral policies. With population increase and society
placing many legitimate, but often competing, demands on the resource base and
the environment, the sectoral management approaches have failed to achieve the
objectives of coastal planning and sustainable development.

The above situation is the result of limited understanding of coastal and marine
resources, natural processes and opportunities. This is compounded by institutional
weaknesses, single sector planning, bureaucracy, competing interests among
institutions and misplaced priorities. The situation is exacerbated by inadequate

lntegrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) Poticy | 1



Iegislation and enforcement. In addition, inadequately trained personnel, use of
inappropriate technologies and equipment, and limited experience in integrated

coastal planning, development and management further worsens the situation.

This is manifested in deficient pollution management, over-extraction of
resources and unsustainable livelihoods, among other examPles. The consequence

is unsustainable use patterns, resulting in wide spread degradation and loss of
crit-ical habitats and loss of development opportunities.

ICZM, thus, presents a holistic approach in the planning and management of
coastal resources, ensuring sustainable Iivelihoods and the protection of the

environment. A policy direction towards achieving this goal is needed in order to

help address the current and emerging coastal management issues.

1.2 Existing Legal and Policy instruments

1.2.7 The Constitution of Kenya 2010

The Constitution of Kenya guarantees the right to a clean and healthy

environment and obliges the state to ensure sustainable exploitation, utilization,
management and conservation of the environment and its natural resoufces.

The principle of sustainable development has been entrenched in Artrcle 10 2(d)

of the constitution as one of the national values and principles of governance.

To achieve sustainable development, balancing befween economic development

objectives and environmental objectives is required so as to meet the needs of
the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their

own needs.

In order to have the environment protected for the benefit of present and future

generations, the constitution has called for development of appropriate legislative

frameworks and imposes obligations ofl the state and the public as oudined in

Article 69. Development of the ICZM Policy contributes to the achievement

of this requirement as it relates to Protection of the coastal zone. The policy
recognises the state and public obligations in relation to the environment and

the right of participation by citizens in environmental matters and processes that

affect their lives.

Z I lntegrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) Policy



7.2.2The Environment Management and Coordination Act, 1999 (EMCA)

This is an Act of Padiament establishing a legal and institutional framework for
the management of the environment. Section 42 (2) of the Act empowers rhe
Minister responsible for environment to declare a lake shore, wedand, coastal
zone or river bank to be a protected area and to impose such restrictions as

he considers necessary to protect the same. Section 42 (3) of the Act further
empowers the Minister to issue general and specific orders, regulations or
standards for the management of river banks, lake shores, wedands or coastal
zones.

In addition to the foregoing, Section 55 (1) empowers the Minister to declare
at 

^re 
to be a protected coastal zone while Section 55Q) and (3) mandates

NEMA to prepare a survey of the coastal zone and thereafter develop an

integrated national coastal zone management plan every two years based on the
survey report. Section 55 (4) requires that the Management Plan shall, amongst
other things, include an inventory of the state of the coral reefs, mangroves
and marshes found within the coastal zone, 

^n 
inventory of all areas within the

coastal zone of scenic value or of value for recreational and cultural pufposes,
an estimate of the extent, nature, cause and sources of coastal pollution and
degradation, an estimate of fresh v/ater resources available in the coastal zone
and inventory of all structures, roads, excavations, harbours, outfalls, dumping
sites and other works located in the coastal zone.

1.2.3 The Physical Planning Act of 1996

The Physical Planning Act of 1996 provides for the preparation and
implementation of physical development plans and for connected purposes.
Sectjons 4 and 5 of this Act proclaims that development should be in harmony
with environmental considerations, and the Director of Physical Planning has

powers to declare special planning areas that could conceivably apply, inter alia,
to the unique coastal ecosystems on land areas owned by government, held in
trust by Count Governments or private within the area of the authority of a ciqr,
municipal, town, of urban council or with reference to any trading or market
centfe.
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However, given the sectoral approach to planning, abuse of influence and

inadequately regulated development along the coast, physical development has

often not mainstreamed environmental concerns, resulting in degradation of
environmentally sensitive areas,loss of beach access points, beach encroachment
and shoreline erosion. To ensure sustainable development of the coastal zone,

planning of the area should take into consideration environmental concems and

address special issues related to the impacts of global warming and sea level rise

on low-lying areas and coastal islands.

1.2.4The National Land Commission Act

Section 5 of the National Land Commission Act empowers the National
Land Commission to, amongst other things, recommend a nat-ional land

policy to the national government, conduct research related to land and the

use of natural resources and thereafter make appropriate recommendations

to relevant authorities to exercise oversight responsibilities over land use

planning throughout the country and to develop and maintain an effective land

information management system at national and counry levels. This means that
implementation of theICZM Policy framework must be done with reference to
work and recommendations of the commission.

1.2.5 Merchant Shipping Act of 2009

The Merchant Shipping Act 2009 makes provision for, among others, the

registration and licensing of I(enyan ships and ancillary matters, prevention of
collisions and pollution, safety of navigation and cargoes, maritime securiry the

control, regulation and ordedy development of merchant shipping and related

services.

The Act empowers the Minister to make regulations for the protection and

preservation of the marine environment from pollution by matter from ships,

taking cogrizance of international maritime conventions and agreements of
which Kenya is parry to, which include, UNCLOS (1,982), MARPOL (1973)

as modified by the Protocol of 7978 relating (as amended), the Intervention
Convention (as amended), LDC (1972), HNS Protocol (2000) and AFS (2001).

Other relevant international conventions or agreements afe;

+ | lntogratod Coastal Zone Managsment (ICZM) Policy



o The Protocol Relating to Intervention on the High Seas in Cases of Marine
Pollution by Substances Other than Oil, 1973

o The International Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response

and Cooperation, 1990

o The International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships'
Ballast Water and Sediments,2004.

The Minister is further empowered to make regulations in respect of vessels
operating in inland waters including near coastal voyages to enhance the safery
and security for vessels as well as preserve the aquatic environment.

The Director-General is empowered to, among other functions, take measures in
accordance with generally recognized principles of international law to protect the
environment from pollution following a maritime casualty or acts relat-ing to such
casualry which may reasonably be expected to result in harmful consequences.

The Act has a crucial role in regulating shipping activities in the inshore areas
and extending to the Exclusive Economic Zone @EZ), providing for maritime
safety and security and pollution control and environmental conservation. The
provisions of the Act can be synergistic to the |CZM Policy.

7.2.6 National Museums and Heritage Act 2006

The National Museums and Heritage Act, 2006 consolidates and repeals the
Antiquities and Monuments Act 1983 (Cap. 215) and the National Museums
Act 1983 (Cap.216) into ofle law that governs museums and heritage in Kenya.
The Act provides for establishment, control, maflagement and development
of national museums. The Act also provides for identification, protection,
conservation and transmission of the cultural and natural heritage of Kenya.

The National Museums of I(enya (l\MI! is the legal custodian of natural
and cultural heritage such as archaeological finds, submerged setdements and
shipwrecks within territorial seas of Kenya as well as historical monuments.

This act allows NMK to conduct Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for
proposed development projects. However, this EIA focuses on prediction of
negative impacts of development proiects on the natural and cultural heritage.
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1.2.7 T}ae Land Act2012

The Act mandates the National Land Commission to take appropriate action to
maintain public land that has endangered or endemic species of flon and faana,

critical habitats or protected areas and to identify ecologically sensitive areas that

are within public lands. The Act further requires the commission to undertake

an inventory of all land based natural resources, and reserve public land for any

purposes, including environmental protection and conservation. The Act further

empowers the commission to make rules and regulations for the sustainable

conservation of land based natural resources including;

i) Measures to protect critical ecosystems and habitats;

ii) Incentives for communities and individuals to invest in income generating

natural resource conservation Programmes;

iii) Measures to facilitate the access, use and co-management of forests, water

and other resources by communities who have customary rights to these

fecoufses;

ir,) Procedures for the registration of natural resources in an appropriate

register;

v) Procedures on the involvement of stakeholders in the management and

utilization of land based natural resources; and

vi) Measures to ensure benefit sharing to the affected communities.

1.2.8 The County Governments Act2012

The Act elaborates on the county governments' powers, functions and

responsibilities and clarifies how the County Governments shall perform their

constitutional mandates, which includes implementation of specific government

policies on environment and natural resources conservation. Additionally, the

Act requires that there shall be a five year integrated development plan for
each county and clarifies that cooperation in planning between the national and

counry governments shall be done within the context of the Inter-Governmental
Relations Act,2012. Those aspects of the ICZM Policy framework that require

the input of the county govefnment andf orharmonizaion with county laws and

standards shall accordingly be implemented by reference to such provisions.

S I lntegrated Coastal Zone Managoment (lCzM) Policy



7.2.9 The Inter-Governmental Relations Act 2072

This is an Act of Padiament establishing a framework for consultation and co-
operation between the national and county governments and amoflgst county
governments and establishing mechanisms for resolution of intergovernmental
disputes. As far as planning, policy development and implementation is

concerned, the Act provides that cooperation and consultation bet'ween the

National Government and the Counry Governments shall be undertaken
through the National and County Government Coordinating Summit comprising
the President and 47 County Governors. The Council of Counry Governors
is also established under the Act as a forum for consultation amongst County
Governments on matters of common interest and dispute resolution.

It is expected that the Summit and Council shall harmonise environmental
policies, plans, standards and laws of the national and county governments and
provide a platform for interaction between the various state organs for better
environmental governance.

1.2.70 Treaty for the Establishment of the East African Community Act

Section 8 of this Act provides that the Acts of Parliament of the East African
Legislative Assembly (EALA) shall be part of I(enyan law upon Gazettement. This
offers the opportunity for regional cooperation and harmonized management of
the coastal zone in the East African Community (EAC). In particular, EAI-A
passed the East African Communi4t Transboundary Ecoysterns Management Bill, 2010

and the EastAfican ComnuniryTouism andlYildlife ManagementBill, 2008 inJanuary
201.2 and February 2010 respectively. It is expected that, upon gazettement, these

Bills shall guide the partner states in developing laws, policies, standards and

guidelines for management of the regiont coastal zone.

7.2.17Treaty for the Establishment of the East African Community

Under Article 111 of the Treary the partner states have agreed to co-ordinate
their policies and actions for the protection and conservation of the natural
resources and environment for sustainable development. Article 112 requires

that in implementing Article 111, the partner states shall amongst other things;

lntegmtad Coastal Zon6 Milagsmenl (ICZM) Policy | 7



a) Develop a common environmental management policy that would sustain
the eco-systems of the partner states, prevent, arrest and reverse the effects
of environmental degradation; and

b) Integrate environmental management and conservation measures in all

developmental activities such as trade, transport, agriculture, industrial
development, mining and tourism in the community.

Additionally, Article 9 of the EAC Protocol on Environment and Natural
Resources Management obliges partner states to develop mechanisms that will
ensure sustainable use of transboundafy ecosystems and adopt common policies
and strategies for sustainable managemeflt of transboundary natural resources.

The EAC Treaty also provides for management of v/ater and marine resources

under Article 1,14 (2) (b) thereof, which provides that the parties shall cooperate

through;

(D The establishment and adoption of common regulations for the better
management and development of marine parks, reserves, wetlands and

controlled areas;

(, The adoption of common policies and regulations for the conservation,
management and development of fisheries resoufces;

(i) The establishment of common fisheries management and investment
guideiines for inland and marine waters; and

(, The strengthening of regional natural resources management bodies.

Thus, the EAC Treaty and EAC Protocol on Environment and Natural Resources

Management provide the platform for establishment of the structure and roadmap
for promoting, developing and coordinating transboundary conservation in East

Africa including a common ICZM Policy framework.

The Government of Kenva is also a signatory to other regional and international
treaties on management of the coastal zone and its resources. These include the

Nairobi Convention for the Protection, Management and Development of the

Marine and Coastal Environment of the Eastern African Region. It also includes

the United Nations Convention on Law of the Sea which is the international
legal regime of management of oceans and their resources. Under the UNCLOS
treaty the Government of I(enya has submitted a bid for delineation of its outer
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l.l.l2 National Oceans and Fisheries Policy

The overall obfective of the National Oceans and Fisheries Policy of 2008 is

"to enhance the fisheries sector's contribution to wealth creation, increased

employment for youth and women, food securiry and revenue generation
through effective private, public and communiry partnerships". The policy seeks

to address, among other issues, unsustainable utilization of fisheries resources,
fesource use conflicts, inadequate infrastructure and lack of a comprehensive
legal and institutional framework for effective fisheries maflagement.

The policy has further recognised the inter-jurisdictional aspects of marine
fisheries and has called for collaboration and cooperation in the management
of migratory/shared stocks. A coordinating role of the ICZM Policy uis i uisthe
Oceans and Fisheries Policy will create synergy in coastal resource management.

7.2.73 Water Policy

The Water Policy (1999), seeking to comprehensively deal with the problems
of v/ater and sanitation, adopts an integrated approach to water resources
management. The policy recognises the inextricable link between the provision
of water supply and wastewater disposal and applies various tools for effective
management such as effluent discharge standards, permits for water abstraction
and disposal, and using economic instruments for water pollution control.
It encourages the participation of communities and private institutions in
the provision of water supply and sanitation services and makes the role of
government regulatory as opposed to the direct provision of services.

The Water Policy espoused the harmonizatson of the provisions of the W'ater

Act (2002) with those of the Environmental Management and Coordination
Act @,MCA,1999), but this has not been fully realised. There is need for the
Water Act to provide for the promotion of cooperation and partnership with
other countries on the management of shared water bodies, an issue that requires

addressing by the ICZM Policy.

7.2.14 National Land Policy

The overall objective of the Nat-ional Land Policy (2009) is to provide for
sustainable growth and investment and the reduction of poverty in line with
the government's overall development objectives. Its specific obfectives 

^re 
to
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develop a framework of pohcies and laws designed to ensure the maintenance of
a system of land administration and management that will provide:-

a) All citizens, particularly the poor, with the opportuniry to access and
beneficially occupy and use land;

b) An economically, socially equitable and environmentally sustainable
allocation and use of land; and

c) The efficient, effective and ec()nomical operation of the land market.

To achieve an integrated and comprehensive approach to the management of
the environment and natural fes()urces, the draft National Land Policy requires

that all policies, regulations and laws dealing with land based resources be

harmonized with the framework established by the Environmental Management
and Coordination Act, 1999.

The draft National Land Policy seeks to reform the ambiguities inherent in the
multiplicity of proprietary regimes in I{.enya's agraflan (Agriculture and Mining)
landscape by;

o Facilitating more efficient and socially-relevant decision-making;

o Securing confidence and security in access of agrarian resources; and

o Enabling participation in land governance at the land-use level.

It seeks to design a properry structure which is free from complexities, accords

greater equity of access to land resources and empowers agrarian resource
managers to make appropriate and sustainable environmental decisions.

The draft National Land Policy recognises the coastal zofle as fragile, where
guidelines for its use and management need to be formulated. It has also recognized
that existing legal organizatton of the agrarian sector does not provide a rattooal
framework for environmentally sound decisions. Considering the impact of land
use on the coastal and marine environment, there is need to mainstreamLCZM
principles in the implementation of the land policv.
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7.2.15 Regional Development Authorities Policy, 2007

The policy provides the framework to guide the implementation of the mandate
of the Ministry of Regional Development Authorities. The overall goal of the
policy is to achieve equitable and balanced national socio-economic development
through the promotion of sustainable economic utilization of natural resources
and the promotion of resource based investments in the regions. The po]icy
addresses the fragmented legal framework and mandates governing the six
Regional Development Authorities (RDAs), with a view of providing an integrated
approach in coordinating the activities of the RDAs, namely KVDA, LBDA,
ENNDA, ENSDA, cDA and TARDA. It provides framework for coordination
to ensure that stakeholders contribute meaningfully towards regional and national
development. The functions of the RDAs include the following;

o Formulation of integrated regional development plans in close consultation
with other stakeholders and ensuring that the plan is owned by the whole
region.

o Management of natural resources, specifically addressing gaps in regional
fesoufce mapping, promotion of fesoufce based investments and
formulation of a framework through which communities would benefit
from such investments.

The policy has a direct bearing on streamlining and strengthening the roles and
functions of CDA and TARDA in coastal zone development and management.
Noting that the goals and principles of the \LZM and RDA policies have a lot in
common, the CDA and TARDA are in an enviable position where they can play
a significant role in ICZM.

1.2.16 Draft Environmental Policy

The aim of the draft National Environment Policy (2009) is to provide a framework
for sound environmental and natural resoufce governance by mainstreaming
environmental considerations into sectoral policies and strengthening regional
and international cooperation in environmental management.
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Key objectives of the policy include:-

(a) Provide a framework for integration of environmental considerations into

the various sectoral policies, national development planning and decision

making processes.

(b) Ensure sustainable managemeflt of the environment and natural resources,

such as unique terrestrial and aquatic ecos)rstems, for national economic

growth and improved people's iivelihood and well-being.

(C) Promote and enhance collaboration, synergy, Partnerships and participation

in the protection and conservation of the environment by all stakeholders.

The key issues addressed by the policy include the harmonizatton of sectoral

policy i.r.trr-".rt, with the framework environmental law (EMCA, 1999) in

order to enhance sustainable environmental management.

Section 55 of EMCA institutionalizes ICZM as a tool for the management and

conservation of the coastal and marine environment. The ICZM Policy finds a

legal anchor in the Act.

1.2,17 Draft Integrated Ocean Policy

The draft Integrated Ocean Policy (2009) is derived from the provisions of the

1982Law of the Sea Convention (JNCLOS), MaritimeZones Act 1989 Section

5(5) and the Presidential Proclamation of gJune 2005 where Kenya has sovereign

rights with fespect to exploration, exploitation, conservation and management

of the natural fesoufces. The draft policy focuses on fesoufce management in

internal watefs, territorial watefs and BEZ. Implementation of this policy will
require synchronising with the ICZM Policy in order to minimize duplication of
effort and conflict and to foster synergy.

1.2.18 Draft National Wetlands Policy

The draft National \Wetland Policy Q01,3) recognizes the importance of the

variety of wetlands found in the coastal, marine and inland areas in the provision

of goods and services which support agriculture, tourism, industry, biodiversity

coniervation, social economic and cultural activities. Identified Pressures to

wetlands include conversion and overexploitation of their resoufces, catchment

degradation and pollution associated with proliferation of invasive species.
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The policy seeks to foster an integrated approach that would promote
conservatiofl and sustainable use of wedands. It provides a framework for, inter

alia, rcview of the status of wedands and identi$ring priority issues including
transboundary issues, addressing legislation and government policies with
a bearing on wetland management and conservation, enhancing knowledge
through research and raising awareness on wedands and their values to promote
stakeholder participation, and addressing institutional and orgaruzaional
arrangements to facilitate implementation of the policy.

The policy complements the other sectoral policies on environment and

development. Adoption of the policy fulfills Kenya's obligations under the
Ramsar Convention and other relevant multilateral environmental agreements

and protocols. The objectives of the Wedand Policy are to address issues that are

very pertinent with the development, management and sustainable exploitation
of the coastal zone and its resources.

7.2.79 Draft Forestry Poliry

The draft Forest Policy Q009) envisages a ndical change in the way forests are

managed. It provides mechanisms for streamlining the participation of the private
sector and community in the management of state forests. The conservation of
forests will ensure sustainable environmental and ecosystem services. This will
create employment and reduce poverty, which will contribute towards meeting
the millennium development goals and aspirations of Vision 2030.

The policy offers a guiding framework for the Forest Act of 2005 for the
management, conservation and utilization of forest resources which include
coastal and mangrove forests. The Forest Act mandates the Kenya Forest Service
(KFS) to manage forests in water catchment areas and associated wildlife. The
Act empowers associations and communities in the control and management
of forest resources. This necessitates harmorizaion of the provisions of the
\Water Act and Wildlife and Forest Act to avoid conflict of mandates and foster
synefgy.

1.1.20 Draft Wildlife Policy

The goal of the draft revised Wildlife Policy (2008) is to provide a framework
for conserving Kenya's rich diversity of species, habitats and ecosystems for the
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well being of its people and the global communiqr The policy addresses wildlife
ownership and responsibihties, human wildlife conflicts and compensation,
equitable benefit sharing, hunting and strengthening the institutional framework
for wildlife management, among other issues.

The policy proposes restructuring of the Kenya Wildlife Service (l(WS) to
enable it dispense its mandates effectively, devolution of wildlife management

responsibilities to local communities and land owners, maintenance of the

integrity protected areas and introduction of new and varied economic incentives

for communities, land owners, NGOs and the private sector. The draft policy
offers incentives to promote communiry parucipation in conse rvati<>n as

espoused by ICZM principles.

1.2.21 Draft Tourism Policy

The draft National Tourism Pol-icy (2009) provides a framework for decision-
making by the government and allows sectoral stakeholders to partner with
government to develop the tourism sector and deljver sustainable growth. The
policy recognizes the negative impacts of the industry on both the natural and

human environments. Thus the policy seeks to address impacts of sectoral

activities on the environment, the economy and socio-cultural aspects. The draft
policy recognizes that its implementation shall involve streamlining the tourism
policy with wildlife, land-use and other cross-cutting policies.

The policy further recognises the issues affeclng sustainable development of
the industry such as community participation, conflict resolution, safery and

securiry product development and diversification, infrastructure, transport and

communication development, qualiry health care, marketing and promotion,
pricing mechanisms, investment financing, employment, human resources

development, information management and research.

The draft Tourism Policy recognises the need for multi-sectoral involvement t<->

create synergy and harmony among sectors in propounding the principles of
ICZM in the process.

1.3 Justification for the ICZN,{ Policy

Coastal systems provide a multiplicity of uses which are of socio-economic
importance to the community. However, the various sectoral interests most
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often seek exclusive access and use of coastal arca and resources. The systems of
governance in the areahave normally been sectoral-based and uncoordinated in
their application. The sectoral approach in development planning and resource
management, compounded by population pressufe and the complexity of
human activities in coastal ecosystems has led to use conflicts and adverse socio-
economic and environmental effects. Thus, there is need for an ICZM policy
framework that will integrate and coordinate planning and management of the
coastal zone and resources to ensure sustainable development.

There is need for a policy to guide the management and sustainable utilization
of coastal resources while protecting the environment for the benefit of the
many different stakeholders in the coast and for posterity. An \CZM policy
fulfils the need for an alternative and effecuve management sysrem that balances
development and conservation interests in the coastal zone. There is need for
a policy to guide and ensure a coordinated response to emerging issues such as

global warming and climate change, including extreme weather events and other
disasters.

ThelCZMpolicy framework provides for sustainable development of the coastal
zone which will be an important contribution to meering the goals of Vision
2030 development blue print to make Kenya a middle-income country.

7.4 ICZM Potcy Formulation Process

The documentation of an rCZM action strategy for the Nyali-Bamburi-shanzu
atea in Mombasa in 1996 by a multi-institutional team under the coordination
of CDA marked eady efforts at integrated management of coastal resources for
sustainable development. The EMCA 1999, Section 55 (2) empov/ers NEMA, in
consultation with the relevant lead agencies, to pfepare a survey of the coastal
zone and prepare an integrated national coastal zone management plan based
on the report of such survey. The preparation and production of the State
of the Coast report ln 2007 was thus a first step in providing information for
development of such plans.

Subsequendy, a multi-se ctoral rcZM Steering committee coordinated by NEMA
embarked on the process of formulatinganLCZM Policy framework. The policy
formulation Process was consultative and participatory involving stakeholders
from public, private, civil society and local community groups who contributed
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towards formulation of the policy through thematic working groups and

workshops.

The ICZM Steering Committee helped in identifting the coastal zone management

issues and facilitated the formation of thematic grouPs. Then expefts wefe

identified to generate the necessary information on the issues. The information
was then presented in a National Stakeholders Workshop for validation where

other issues were identified and included. It was through this process that the

ICZM Policy document was produced. An ICZM National PIan of Action for
implementation of the ICZM Policy will be developed.

1.5 Policy Review

The ICZM Policy will be reviewed after every 10 years or any other time as

need arises taking into consideration emerging issues, development trends and

changing demands.
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CHAPTER 2: COASTAL RESOURCES, OPPORTUNITIES, ISSUES
AND CHALLENGES

2.1 Geographical Extent and Management Area for ICZM

The geographical extent of the coastal zone is defined by the administrative
boundaries of counties bordering the Indian Ocean while the EEZ provides the
extent and seaward boundary. However, the ecosystem approach will be applied

in the management of the resources as some of the pressures affecting the coastal

environment are external to the coastal zone such as rivef catchment areas.

2.2 Coastal Resources and Socio-economic Opportunities

The coastal zone is endowed with an abundance and vaiety of resources that
provide ecological services and support both local and national economic
activities. These include terrestrial and marine habitats such as coastal forests,

mangrove sv/amps, coral reefs, sea grass meadows, rocky shores, estuaries,

beaches, mudflats and sand dunes. These resources are exploited fot tourism,
fisheries, salt manufacturing, shipping, agriculture and construction among other
economic activities.

The coastal area has its rich share of national heritage consisting of antiquities,
monuments and cultural and natural sjtes. The preservat-ion of the cultural
and natural heritage has direct links with mainstrdam societal concerns such as

development, environment, health, education, access to information, construction
and the coastal economy. \

2.2.1 Coastal and mangrove forests \

The coastal forests exist as isolated blocks covering a total area o

hectares in a narrow belt which extends inland for about 30 km.

these forest patches is the Arabuko Sokoke forest reserve. Other

bout 83,800

st of

andinclude the Boni-Lungi, Dakacha, Dodori, the Shimba Hills Forest
the Kaya forests.

These coastal forests bare unique communities of flora with high drought
resilience, high levels of adaptaion, endemicity f birds, mammals and other
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fauna. They play a signilicant role in the hydrological cycle, enhance soil moisture
conteflt, mitigate against soil erosion and promote the flow of clear watef in
rivers.

There are between 53,000 - 61,000 hectares of mangrove forcsts along thc coast

with the largest stands occurring in Lam Counq' (67Y0) and the Funzi-Vanga
system in the south coast. The mangrove ccosvstem is a critical habitat for a

varieq, of fish species and invertebrates, which depend on it f<>r feeding and

nursery grounds. The habitat also hosts a wide r,ariery of bird life and provicles a

line of defence against shoreline erosicln and excessivc suspended sedinrent from
terrestrial sources.

Coastal and mangrove forests are important carbon sinks, reducing green house

gases that cause global warming. I{aya forests arc of spiritual and cultural
importance to the Miiikenda communiw. Coastal and mangrove fotests have

been exploited for timber, wood-fuel and herbal medicines. The artisar:ral fishcrs

rely on the mangrove ecosystem for a substantial part of their catch. Non-
consumptive uses of coastal forests include aesthetic use of frrrest bioclir.,ersiq,in

eco-tourism and for beekeeping. The mangrove skyline on Manda Island as seen

from Lamu is gazetted as a national monumcnt.

2.2.2 Coral reefs

A fringing reef system spans the length of the coast from the l(enva/Tanzania
border to Malindi, broken at places where river mouths, creeks and bays open
into the ocean. There are patch reefs in the south of Malindi Bay. Patch and

small fringing reefs border the islands of the Lamu-Bajuni archipelagc,. This reef
system extends from the sea surface to about 20-25 meter depth.

The coral reef sl,stem provides a natural defence of the shoreline from wave-

erosion and is a source of white sand that replenishes local beaches. The coral

reefs and associated lagoons harbour rich and diverse species of flora and fauna,

which support artisanal fishery and tourism. Some caves and rock shclters along
the shoreLine are popular sites for indigenous religious and cultural practices for
coastal communities. Other sites were in past history used for holding slaves

and as places of refuge from enemies e.g. Shimoni cave. The Malindi-Watamu
Biosphere Reserve, designated in 1,979, covers 19,600 hectares and encompasses

two marine national parks and two marine national resefves, with major habitats

composed of coral reefs, mangrove frrrest and sea grass beds.
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2.2.3 Sea-grass beds

Sea-grass beds are found predominandy in the sandy and muddy coastal lagoons
and shallow reef slopes. They provide a habitat for a variety of commercially
important fish species. These habitats also support relatively mature fish whose
eady hfe stages are found in estuaries and mud-flats. Sea grass meadows are

feeding grounds for threatened andfor endangered species such as the green
turde, the hawksbill turde and the dugong.

2.2.4 River basins, deltas and estuaries

The Tana and Athi-Galana-Sabaki fuvers form the largest river basins in Kenya,
with the relatively smaller basins drained by the River Umba, River Ramisi and
River Mwache. The Tana River discharges an a'veta'ge of 4 million cubic metres
of freshwater and 6.8 million tonnes of sediment annually into the Ungwana
Bay. The Athi-Sabaki River discharges about 6 million cubic metres of freshwater
and 5 to 13 million tonnes of sediments into the Malindi Bay annually. These
high sediment loads are attributed to poor land use practises upstream and affect
the sustainability of coastal habitats, the aesthetic value of beaches, adversely
impacting coastal tourism. Major archaeological sites and l{aya forests in the
north coast are found along river basins.

There a number of estuaries along the Kenyan coast which are generally sheltered
from high energy waves and receive fine grain sediments from inflowing streams.
These include the expansive Tana and Sabaki estuaries. Most of the estuarine
shores are fringed by mangrove trees and associated plants.

Estuaries have experienced various human-induced changes. The clearing of
mangrove forest, for example, exposes the soft shores and lead to erosion. On
the other hand, increasing amounts of sediment discharge by rivers are fed into
the inshore environment leading to beach accretion, such as in Malindi.

The Tana River Delta is Kenya's only mafor oceafl delta. It is a lowJying 
^re^composed largely of sediments brought down by the river. It is subiect to

frequent flooding and changes in the network of channels and canals. The
delta is characterized by diverse habitats including riverine forests, grasslands,
woodlands and bush land, Iakes, mangroves, sand dunes and coastal waters. The
delta maintains high levels of productivity in a dynamic balance which revolves
around the frequency, extent and duration of flooding. Water transports nutrients,
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it influences a wicle variery <tf habitat types, flushe s away wastes, controls salirLity

and disperses and nurtures larval stages of a number of marine organisms. Lately,

the Tana fuver Delta ancl forest complex nomination proposal as a w<>dd herit,age

site was submitted t() UNESCO by the I(enya Wildlife Scrviccs.

2.2.5 Beaches and sand dunes

Sand beaches are c()mmon along the l(enyan coastline, with river discharge bcing

the main source of terrigcnous sediment replenishing the beaches and dunes.

There are 
^o 

estimatecl 27,00() hectares of beach and sancl dunes in I{enya.

Prominent wind-blown duncs stretch from Malindi tr> I-amu, with the high krads

of suspended sediment from fuver Sabaki ancl Tana supplying the bcach sand.

Duncs are stabilized bv as"ociated vcgetation binding loose sand with their root

system. Shorclincs c'l<>minated by c<>ral reefs usually featurc smaller beaches with

white carbonate sands of marine origin.

Beachcs providc ncsting gttunds f<rr sea turtlcs and an imPortant habitat for
shore and migratory birds. They are important in providing access to the sea for
fishing, recreati()n and tourism. Among other functions, sand dunes are krtown

t<t assist in the retention of freshwater tables against saltwater intrusion. lndeed

the supply of drinking water t() Lamu town, Ngomeni and Mambrui is sotrrced

from adjacent dune areas.

2.2.6 Cultural and natural heritage

Cultural and natural heritage are closely intedinked with the creations of human

beings impacting the environment and likewise the envir<>nment influencing the

former resources. Thus, effectivc managcmcnt ()f natural ancl cultural heritage as

a matter <>f necessiw has tr> be integrated.

Cultural hcritage includcs;

o N'Ionuments,

Architectural works, works of m()numental sculpture and painting, elcmeflts

or structures of an archaeological nature, inscriptions, cave dwcllings ancl

combination of features which xe of univcrsal value from point c,f vicw

of historl; art or scicnce,

O
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a Groups of separate or connected buildings which because of their
architecture, homogeneiry or their place in the landscape are outstanding
from the point of view of history, art or science,

o Works of humanity or combined works of narure and humanity and areas

including archaeological sites which are of outstanding value from the

historical, aesthetic, ethnological or anthropological point of view

While natural heritage includes;

o Natural features consisting of physical and biological formations or groups
of such formations which are of outstanding universal value from the

aesthetic or scientific point of view,

o Geologrcal or physiographical formations of special significance, raity or
beaury

o Precisely delineated areas which constitute the habitat of threatened species

of animals and plants of outstanding universal value from the point of
view of science, conservation, or natural beaury or

o Areas which are or have been of religious significance, use or veneration
and which include but not limited to Kayas.

National and wodd heritage areas continue to be a magnet for tourism, generating
regional economic development. Both domestic and international tourism make

significant contributions towards the conservation of cultural heritage in Kenya.

The cultural impacts of international tourism are found to be both positive and
negative and much more proflounced at the coast. While the local communiry is

actively involved in tourism development and derives benefits from the industry,
the need for proper visitor management to minimize negative cultural impacts on
local communities cannot be overemphasized.

The culturally important Kaya forests have been treated as inviolable sanctuaries
by the Mijikenda communiry which have enabled them to retain high biodiversity
and preservation of the resource. However, this heritage has been under increasing

pressure from population growth, deforestation, farming and uncontrolled
tourism. Seven Kaya sites have been listed as UNESCO Heritage Sites, a measure
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that has helped to ensurc thc protection and safeguarding of this natural :rnd

cultural heritagc.

2.3 Coastal zone issues

The major coastal zone issues that the policy seeks to address are;

1. Poody planned and uncoordinated coastal develclpment as a result of a

sectoral approach in planning and management.

2. Inadequate partnership and cooperati<>n between llovernment and r,on-
government stakeholders at local, national, rep;ional and international
level towards devclopment and management r>f the coastal zone.

3. Weak insututional and legal frameworks that do not adequately adclress

the complex multi-sectoral problems facing coastal areas, particularly
with regard to coordination and enforcement mechanisms.

4. Inadequate strategies for community empowerment to address sustainable
Iivelihoods.

5. Poor waste management practices, especially in urban cent.res, are a

potential source of environmental pollution and pose public health dsks.

6. Declining water qualiry and quantiry and rnadcquate sources of potable
water is a serious constraint to the socio-economic development ol' thc
coastal area.

7. Shoreline change, manifestcd in beach erosion and accretron, psss5

threats to coastal developments.

8. Destructicln and loss of coastal and marine habitats as a result of
unsustainable exploitati()n, poor land use practices, cncroachment and
unplanned and unregulated human settlement and urban developmcnt.

9. Inade<1uate public participation, communication, education and awarcness

on coastal zone management issues.

10. Inadequate and uncoordinated research, including recognizing the
relevance of indigenous knowledge in research, and monitlrring
programmes that do not adequately inform the management of coastal
zone resources and issues affecting them.
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1,1 . Inadequate mechanisms to address emerging issues affecting the coastal
zone such as climate change, droughts, floods, tsunami and storm surges,

among others incidents.

1,2. Inadequate mechanismd to preserve national cultural and natural heritage
and manage tourist activities at heritage sites.

2.3.1Emetging Issues

Emerging issues of concern.in the coastal zone include large scale economic
development proiects being initiated in the coast within the framework of Vision
2030. Such projects include infrastructure development projects such as the
IAPSSET Project in Lamu as well as resort cities projects in Kwale and Kilifi
counties; Biofuel projects mainly involvingJatropha fatming and sugarcane and
rice farming; Agriculture projects involving mainly sugarcane and fish farming;
Mining projects such as the Titanium project in Kwale Counry and oil and gas

exploration in the sea among others at planning stages. With the initiation of
these profects, environmental and social impacts are envisaged including loss of
critical habitats, loss of fishing grounds and pollution. Policy recommendations
have been made to ensure social and environmental safeguards are implemented
to minimise potential negative impacts.

2.4 Coastal zolne fi;.alaa,gement challenges

The main challenge in managing coastal resources and its environment is the
existence of multiple jurisdictions with a stake in the area. This makes coastal

zone m nagement a secondary responsibility of most jurisdictions, but a primary
responsibility of none. In the sectoral approach, the management focus tends

to be biased towards economic and development goals without much regard to
the interconnections within coastal ecosystems to the detriment of sustainability.

There is thus a need to adopt theICZM approach in management of the coastal

zone and its associated resources.
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CHAPTER 3: POLICY GOAL, OBJECTIVES AND PRINCIPLES

3.1 Vision

A coastal zone with healthy ecosystems and resources that sustain the socio-

economic development and well-being of the current and future generations.

3.2 Mission

To conserve the coastal and marine environment and ensufe that its resources

are utilized in a sustainable manner for the benefit of coastal communities, the

national economy and as a common heritage.

3.3 Policy Obiectives

The overall objective of the ICZM Policy is to guide the management and

utilization of coastal and marine environment and its resources to ensure

sustainable livelihoods and development. The policy specifically seeks to;

i) Promote integrated planning and coordination of coastal developments

across the various sectors.

ii) Promote sustainable economic development to secure livelihoods of
coastal communities.

iii) Conserve the coastal and marine resources and environment for
sustainable development.

iv) Manage environmental risks associated with changes in shoreline and

climate.

v) Develop capacity in research and education and enhance stakeholder

awareness and participation in sustainable resource management.

vi) Establish effective institutional and legal frameworks for implementalion
of the ICZM Policy.

I
(
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3.4 Guiding principles

The development and implementation of this policy will be guided by the

following principles;

i) Use of ecosystem-based approach that recognizes the relationships
and inter-linkages between all components of the wider ecosystem in
addressing coastal zone management issues. This principle is critical in
effectively addressing issues affecting ecosystems that stretch beyond the

coastal zone administrative area.

ii) Uses a participatory and inclusive approach which entails involvement
of stakeholders and consensus building on matters of planning and

decision making.

iii) Applies a precautionary approach. The lack of scientific information
should not prevent the implementation of necessary measures to address

an environmental issue. This approach allows room for amending or
adjusting the strategy as more certain scientific information becomes

available.

iv) Applies best available science and adaptive management. The best

available knowledge, scientific information and data should be used to
support application of ICZM Policy.

v) Promotes stewardship in coastal resource management to ensure

sustainable development for posteriry. All government institutions, private
sector, community and individuals should bear a sense of responsibility
individually and collectively towards protection and wise use of coastal

resources. Stakeholders should rccogruze the value of the coastal resoufces,

support appropriate policies and act responsiblywhile minimizing negative

environmental impacts.

vi) Multiple resource use management. Multiple use of the coastal resources

necessitates the adoption of an integrated ecosystem approach to ensure

that ecosystems are managed as a whole. The management of multiple
uses of the resources should be considered joindy so that their impacts on
the environment and impacts on each other can be addressed.
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vii) Applies the polluter pays principle. Developments and persons

who pollute the coastal and marine environment should meet the cost

of cleaning the pollutants and also meet the cost of the pollution to
resource users.

viii) ICZM Policy provides for a balance between developnrent and

conservation requirements. This is key in ensuring conservation and

sustainable development of the coastal zone.

i") Multilateral environmental agreements (N4EAs) and regional instruments
will be domesticated and implemented to foster international and
regional cooperation for better management of transboundarv issues.

a

I
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CHAPTER 4: THE ICZM POLICY STATEMENTS

4.1

4.7.1

Integrated Planning and Coordination

Planning and management of coastal development

a

Development activities in the coastal zone have occurred with less than
robust planning and organtzation. Planning and management has mosdy been
sectoral. The result has often been unwise changes in land use, affecting both
environmental quality and economic stability for the local communiry. Poor
planning and unregulated development is manifested in the mushrooming of
slums and squatter setdements lacking in essential services such as health care
and clean water and sanitation. Haphazard development has in certain cases been
the result of outright violation of development plans.

Policy Statement

To achieve adequately planned and managed development, the government shall:-

i) Guide and coordinate participatory planning and management of
development in the coastal zone through spatial planning;

n) Put in place appropriate strategies for managing dozelopment and growth
in the coastal zone;

iii) Strengthen the capacity of institutions responsible for coastal planning
and development;

iv) Integrate development planning in the coastal zone with local land use

plans, taking cognisance of environmental safety and aesthetics;

v) Promote implementation of the National Land Policy to address issues of
land tenure in the coastal zone.

4.1.2 Ptovision of adequate infrasructure and public service

Rapid increase in population, human setdements and urbatization has out-paced
the abiliry of local authorities to provide infrastructure and pubLic services. This
has placed high demand on existing infrastructure to manage wastev/ater, service
for soLid waste management, provision of water, health and education, foads,
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electriciry and telecommunication services. Consequendy, the envit:onment,

economic prosperiry natural and cultural heritage, public health and the quality

of life of coastal communities are compromised.

In view of the above, there is need for appropriate policy to guide the provision
of infrastructure and essential services to coastal inhabitants to ensure sustainable

development.

Policy Statement

To improve the infrastrucrure and services to the public, the government shall: -

i) Promote the provision of amenities and infrastructure through integrated

spatial planning;

ii) Promote private-public partnership in the delivery of services;

iii) Ensure infrastructure development mainstreams environmental

considerations.

4.1.3 Coordination and communication mechanisms within and between
government, community and other stakeholders

Past experience has seen the application of a top-down aPProach in development

planning and management by government. The beneficiaries of develoPment

were insufficiendy consulted and involved in the proiect development.

There is need for a policy to bolster the shift in approach in which coastal planning

and development is all inclusive and participatory and ensures community
involvement in the development and management Processes.

Policy Statement

To ensure improved coordination and communication within government

departments, communities and other stakeholders in the management of coastal

fesoufces, the government shall: -

i) Ensure the support and involvement of relevant administrative bodies

and sectors concerned with the management of the coastal area;

a

28 | lntsgmted Costd Zone Mmagement (lCzM) Policy



Ensure the inclusion of communities and all other stakeholders in the

planning of coastal zone m nagement Programs;

iii) Develop and implement strategies that will enhance communication and

coordination among government, NGOs, CBOs and communities.

4.2 SustainableEconomicDevelopment

4.2.7 Communiry empowerment and sustainable livelihoods

Traditional natural resource-based economic activities such as artisanal fisheries

and timber harvesting from coastal and mangrove forests have supported local

community livelihoods for generations. However, due to over-harvesting and

habitat destruction, timber harvesting is restricted while catches of certain fish

species have declined due to over-fishing in the near-shore waters. This situation

has resulted in traditional resource users loosing esteem, with the young fishers

switching to other sectors of the economy such as tourism, leaving the older

fishermen behind with diminished means of livelihood support.

Policy Statement

To promote natural resource based economic sectors, the government shall: -

i) Promote off-shore fishery to ameliorate near-shore stocks;

ii) Promote alternative livelihoods;

iir) Strengthen mechanisms for co-management, rehabilitation of coastal

ecosystems and sharing of benefits;

,") Promote public private partnerships in the conservation and management

of resources;

v) Restore and promote traditional values and practices that ensure

sustainable management and exploitation of resources;

vi) Promote a multi-sectoral approach to the management of coastal

resoufce;.

vii) Promote market based instruments for payments for environmental

services, e.g. Reducing Emissions from Deforestation in Developing
countries EEDD).

ii)
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4.2.2 Resolving resource use conflicts and benefits sharing

High populati()n growth and poverfi, among coastal c<>mmunities is exerting
unrelenting pre ssure on coastal res()urces, resultingin use conflicts. Unplanncd and
unregulated devel<>pments in tourism, housing, including private clevclopments,
is attributed with turning fishing grounds into recreational areas, impeded
access to fishing grounds and depletion of resources. Despite large revcnues
generated from tourism, coastal communities have not been able to realiz.e the
full potential of opportunitics pror.ided b,v the sector. Illegal business srrucrurcs
on the beach conflict with recreational use and interfere with fishing activitics.
Increased competition amongst tourism plavers in providing serviccs t() tourists
is compouncling thc conflicts.

The declaration and delineation of protected areas without consultation with
communities has in ccrtain cascs spawned resentment because it restricts rcs()urcc
use without providing viable options. Large scale agriculture and inclustrial fishing
generate appreciable incomes but can cause negative environmcntal ancl social-
economic impacts. The f<rrmer activity tends to deny local communities land for
development, while prawn trawling destrovs the sea grass habitat and fishing gear
for artisanal {ishcrs. Thc cntr\, of fishers from neighbouring countries causes

trans-b<>undarv conflicts in the sector. Coastal communities do not get a fair
share of the bencfits from exploitation of the resources despite sufl-ering the
impacts.

Policy Statement

To resolve resource use conflicts and benefits sharing, the government shall: -

i) Ensure equiq, in acccss t<> land and water space, and use of cr>astal

fesources;

ii) Promote zoning schemes that resolve space and on-watef usc c<tnflicts;

iii) Promote awarcncss ancl eclurcation programmes on resolving resource use

conflicts;

i") Develop ancl implement a code of conduct for tourists and tourism
oPerators that is sensitive to cultural and religious values of krcal

communitie s;
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v) Develop and implement mechanisms for benefits sharing for local

communities from revenues accrued from the utilization of coastal

natural fesoufces'

vi) Strengthen the guidelines for management of wildlife to minimize human

wildlife conflicts;

vii) Promote best practice in resource exploitation;

viii) Encourage multiple uses of ecosystems to reduce selective Pressure.

4.3 Conservation of the Coastal and Marine Envitonment

4.3.1 Coastal and mangrove forests

Considerable reduction of coastal and mangrove forest cover has occurred as a

result of conversion to farmland and clearing of mangroves for the estabLishment

of saltpans. Other direct threats include excessive/uncontrolled logging for
timber, wood-fuel and charcoal production, illegal cultivation and encroachment,

and excision for settlements and agricultural production. Climate change is

expected to enhance degradation of the forest habitat.

To stem these threats, it is important that poLicies that guide the sustainable

exploitation and management of coastal and mangrove forests are put in place.

Potcy Statement

To preserve, protect and restore the integrity of coastal and mangrove forests,

the government shall: -

i) Ensure mainstreaming of the management of coastal forests and

mangroves into land use planning;

ii) Promote MRM strategies to ensure the conservation of water catchments,

coastal and mangrove forests;

iii) Promote multi-sectoral approach in managing coastal and mangrove
forest areas to guide and regulate the multiple activities carried out in these

habitats;
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iv) Promote co-management of coastal and mangrove forests;

v) Ensure developments proposed for areas in and adjacent to forest areas

are subjected to EIA;

vi) Strengthen and enforce regulations governing protection of coastal
forests, including mangroves to facilitate their conservation;

vii) Develop and implement site specific management plans for coastal
terrestrial forests and mangroves;

viii) Undertake initiatives to effect the restoration of degraded coastal terrestrial
forests and mangroves.

4.3.2 Coral reefs and sea grass beds

The discharge of municipal wastewater, port development, deforestation and
bad agricultural practices along coastal river basins and catchment areas has

resulted in high loads of suspended sediments into coastal waters, suppressing
coral and sea-grass growth and impacting the biodiversity negatively. Trawling for
prawns damages sea-grass habitats. Cod rcef ecosystems are under threat from
rise in sea level and water temperature due to global warming, resulting in coral
bleaching. The problems faced by these habitats are aggravated by the lack of
awareness of the importance of these habitats and inadequate enforcement of
relevant regulations to protect them.

Policy Statement

To preserve, protect and restore the integrity of coral reefs and sea grass beds,

the government shall: -

i) Enforce relevant laws to regulate 6shing, including trawling, rmd tourism
activities in sea grass and coral areas;

i1) Promote good land use practices that address soil erosion, to control
sediment loading and siltation of coral reefs and sea grass beds;

iii) Promote international best practices and develop guidelines and standards
for sea-bed mining and oil exploration;
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iv) Promote the build up of the knowledge base on coral reef and sea grass

ecosystems through scientific research and monitoring;

v) Promote the use of indigenous knowledge and scientific information in
the exploitation and management of coral reef and sea grass resources;

vi) Promote the establishing of flagship MPAs for the conservation of coral

reef and sea grass habitats;

vii) Domesticate the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate

Change (UNFCCC), and related Multilateral Environrhental Agreements

QaEAs).

4.3.3 Deltas and estuaries

Traditional land use practices of small-scale agriculture, pastoralism and fishing

have sustainably maintained the ecological balance of the delta for thousands

of years. However, more recent human influence has been very strong. Most

notably, draining of wedands for agriculture and control of water flow for
irrigation and hydro-power production have resulted in reduced stream fow and

saltwater intrusion.

Policy Statement

To preserve, protect and festofe the integrity of estuaries and deltas, the

government shall: -

D Ensure good land use practices to manage erosion and minimize the high

loads of suspended sediments and siltation;

iD Promote integrated river delta planning and management to rationalize

diversion, damming of rivers and flood control and to ensure

environmental flows are maintained;

iii) Promote coflservation of deltas and estuaries to ensure protection of
biodiversity in line with the Wildlife Conservation and Management

Policy;

iv) Ensure enforcement of international best practices in planning

and implementation of river basin development for environmental

sustainability;
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v) Promote incentives for upstream communities through Payment for
Ecosystem Services (PES).

4.3.4 Management of cultural and natural heritage

The inter-linkage of the cultural and natural heritage makes the coastal region
unique and attractive for multi-sectoral investments and developments including
expansion of infrastructure, housing, tourism and port development. These
developments occur hand-in-hand with population growth, rapid urbanizats,on
and an increasing demand for agricultural land. However, they exert significant
pressure on heritage sites, manifested as encroachment onto national monuments,
archaeological sites and forests. The pressures on heritage result from, among
others, inadequate awareness and education, weak legislation and protection
programmes and inadequate development plans that impinge on its integrity.
This calls for appropriate measures to mitigate the destruction of heritage
sites and enhance sustainable management for the socio-economic and cultural
development of stakeholders.

Policy Statement

To preserve, protect and ensure the integriry of cultural and natural
heritage, the government shall: -

i) Promote cultural tourism and ensure proper planning and visitor
management to minimize negative cultural impacts on local communities;

ii) Promote community participation in the conservation and management
of heritage sites through the use of indigenous knowledge and observing
cultural values;

iii) Promote public private partnership involving local and international
agencies in the preservation, conservation and sustainable management
of heritage sites;

iv) Promote awareness and education for the community and other
stakeholders on the importance of cultural and natural heritage in socio-
economic development, cultural development and national cohesion;

9 Promote the development of alternative non-extractive or consumprive
uses of natural heritage sites for the benefit of the community;
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vi) Ensure that archaeological and EIA studies are undertaken as requisite
for development projects on land and underwater environment as

provided for in the NMHA,2006 and EMCA Environmental (Impact
Assessment and Audit) Regulations, 2003.

4.3.5 Pollution control and waste management practices

Rapid urbatizaion in the coastal areahas resulted in increaded volumes of solid
wastes and sewage. The lack of, or inadequate waste management systems in
most urban centres is the cause of pollution on land and water systems. High
densities of plastic waste threaten beach ecology and aesthetics, which may
adversely impact tourism. Ballast water from ships is a potential source of alien
species to seaports. The effects of this include water borne diseases and loss of
aesthetic value of the environment, introduction of alien/invasive species and
impact on the productivity and biodiversiry of natural water systems.

Policy interventions are necessary to empower county governments adopt
innovative ways to effectively marrage both municipal wastewater and solid waste
to mitigate environmental pollution.

Policy Statement

To improve the management of municipal wastewater and solid waste, the
government shall: -

D Empower couflty governments to effectively manage urban waste;

ii) Promote public private partnership in waste management;

iil) Promote public awareness on good waste management practices to ensure

a clean and healthy environment;

irr) Enforce the EMCA (Vaste Management and \Water Qualiry) Regulations
2006.

") Develop and implement pollution prevention and control guidelines for
the coastal zone.

vi) Strengthen county governments to enforce by-laws regulating municipal
waste management;
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vii) Implement the oil spill contingency plan;

viii) Monitor and control of the incidence of alien invasive species;

i") Enforce of the Merchant Shipping Act, 2009 pollution Control
IGgulations).

4.3.6 Reversing the declining water quality

Coastal waters are threatened by pollution from coastal development, discharges

from mdnicipal wastewater, storm-water, leachate from solid waste and oil spills.

Groundwater in particular is contaminated as a result of the extensive use of
on-site sanitation, while over-extraction of aquifers causes salt water intrusion,
leading to the decline in freshwater quality.

Polluted water is a potential source of water borne diseases, negative impact on
recreation and stress to ecosystem functions.

Policy Statement

To improve water qualiry the government shall: -

i) Promote IWRM strategies to safeguard water quality;

ii) Enforce EMCA flWater Q"rlity) Regulations 2006;

iii) Ensure sustainable extraction of groundwater to control the problem of
saltwater intrusion into water aquifers;

iv) Promote public awareness on the importance of protecting natural water
systems and development;

") Implement the national Oil Spill Response Contingency plan.

4.3.7 Provision of potable water supplies

Potable water is a key resource in coastal development. Its supply in adequate

quantities is therefore essential. Most coastal urban and rural areas experience

deficiencies in the supply of potable water for domestic use. Consequendy a
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maiority of the population has resorted to abstraction of groundv/ater to
supplement the available reticulated supplies. Tourist beach hotels almost
invariably use the available brackish groundwater for their bathrooms. There is
no significant effort to promote harvesting of rainwater.

Over-extraction of groundwater and destruction of water catchments exacerbate

the water supply problem and threaten environmental flows.

Policy Statement

To ensute the supply of adequate and potable water, the government shall: -

i) Identify and develop alternative sources of freshwater to reduce pressure

on groundwater sources;

ir) Promote suitable management strategies that protect water catchments

and water supply aquifers;

1ii) Promote strategies that ensure environmental flow objectives are met;

,g Encourage the adoption of water recycling and v/ater saving practices;

v) Promote public awareness on the imPortance of protecting natural water
systems and development.

4.4 Em.ironmental Risk Management

4.4.1 Addressing shoreline change

Shoreline change and instability occurs as a result of the manipulation of the

hydrological cycles, mining of sand, limestone and coral, destruction of natural

protective systems such as the fringing barrier reef and coastal vegetation and

construction of structures along the shoreline. For example, the construction
of sea-walls is common practice in protecting capital investments from beach

erosion, but this interferes with shoreline dynamics and tends to exacerbate the

problem in adjacent unprotected areas. The converse, beach accretion attributed
to excessive supply of alluvial or lagoon sediments, is also a cause of shoreline

instability. Sea level rise, resulting from climate change, is poised to aggravate the

problem.
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Considering the severitl, of the problem the present trend must be rnanaged

through policy intervention.

Policy Statement

To minimize the impacts of shoreline change, the government shall: -

i) Develop and implement a Shoreline Management Strategy for the entire

coast based on an understanding of the natural coastal processes ancl

clynamics;

iD Ensure that land use plans along the shoreline are infcrrmed by the

ShoreLine Nfanagement Strategy ancl monito ring data;

iii) Harmonize, strengthen and enforce thc rcgulations guiding development
along the shoreline,

4.4.2 Addressing emerging issues affecting the coastal zone

Emerging issues of concern in the coastal zone include; i) large economic
development projects that are likely to impact the environment in large scale;

(ii) environmental disasters related to cyclic droughts, floods, tsunamis and

storm surges and, (iii) Climate change. On economic development, a numbcr
of large scalc profects have been initiated in the coast in the recent past within
the framework of Vision 2030. Such proiects include infrastructure development
projects such as the LAPSSET Proiect in l-amu as well as Res<>rt Cities projects
in Kwale and Kilifi counties; biofuel proiects mainly involvingJatropha farming;
Agriculture projects involving mainly sugarcane and fish farming; Mining proiects
such as the Titanium proiect in Kvzale County and oil and gas exploration in the

sea among others at planning stages.

Despite the immense economic benefits these profects present to the country,
negative impacts on the environment and socio-economic aspects are bound
to be experienced during implementation. To mitigate the likely inrpacts, the

government shall ensure that the profects adhere to environmental and social

safeguards such SEA and EIA.
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In respect to natural disasters, the coastal zone has in the recent past suffered
from a Tsunami incident that struck the Indian Ocean in 2004leading to loss of
life and property. With changing climate incidences of droughts, floods and storm
surges have become more common. This calls for development of adequate

policy measures to safeguard the coastal zone and the resident communities from
the disasters.

Climate change is a phenomenon that is stili inadequately understood but one which
is bound to affect our coastal environment and development activities. Expected
impacts of climate change along the coast include degradation of habitats, loss

of biodiversiry increased shoreline erosion, sea level rise and flooding. These will
affect people's livelihoods through loss of harvestable resources, loss of revenue
from tourism, diminishing water resources, destruction of infrastructure and
increased incidences of disease outbreaks.

The diverse issues emerging in the coastal zone require adequate policy direction
and development of strategies to mitigate the potential negative effects.

Policy Statement

To address the effects of emerging issues affecting the coastal zone, the
government shall: -

i) Ensure that nev/ development policies, programmes and projects are

subjected to SEA and EIA;

ii) Ensure environmentil management plans for approved projects are

implemented to mitigate potential negative impacts;

iii) Conduct land suitability mapping and integrated spatial planning;

iv) Develop and implement a strategy for protection of the shoreline against
the impacts of climate change and other natural disasters;

v) Assess the vulnerability and resilience of the coastal resources to the
impacts of climate change;
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vi) Develop eady warning systems for natural disasters such as tsunami and

effects of sea-level rise and impact on vulnerable areas;

vii) Promote sharing and dissemination of knowledge and technology in the
response to climate change and natural disasters;

viii) Promote the adoption of preventive and adaptive measures to mitigate
against the impacts of climate change;

ix) Promote the ecosystem based management.

4.5 Capacity Building, Education, Awareness and Research

4.5.7 Education, awareness and information programmes focusing on
coastal zone management

Improving levels of education and access to information on coastal zone

issues imparts knowledge and creates au/areness on coastal zone management.

Involvement of the communiry and other stakeholders in planning and

development of ICZM strategies is important for successful implementation
and sustainabiliry of coastal programmes. Participation of the stakeholders at all

Ievels promotes ownership and stewardship in resource management activities.

As such, capaciq building to strengthen institutions and the development of
appropriate communication channels to pass on educational materials and

awareness programmes targeting the community cannot be overemphasized.

Policy Statement

To ensure appropriate education, awafeness and information programmes that
focus on coastal zone managemeflt, the government shall: -

1) Develop and implement an ICZM Education and Awareness strategy;

ii) Consider traditional knowledge and practice in the conservation, planning
and management of coastal resoufces;

iii) E,stablish mechanisms for information dissemination to decision makers,

communities and other stakeholders;
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iv) Promote the integration of environmental best practices into the activities
of government, developers, communities and other stakeholders;

v) Support the scaling-up of best practices in coastal resources mariagement;

vi) Promote participation of the community and other stakeholders in
planning and implementation of ICZM policies.

4.5.2 Research and monitoring progtammes on the coastal zone

Effecuve coastal zone planning and management requires a thorough
understanding of the specific attributes of the area and an appreciation of the
pressures and driving forces that influence the area dynamics, including trans-

boundary factors. Understanding the variations in the physical, social, cultural,
institutional and economic characteristics require data on trends and use of the

area. Considerable research effort has been made by researchers from government
institutions, NGOs and individuals addressing specific coastal zone issues.

However, the research activities have been uncoordinated with no established

mechanism to disseminate information at various levels. Thus, there is need for
coordinated research and monitoring programmes to generate the appropriate
data and information and to ensure proper flows of the information berween the
researcher and those implementing coastal zone actions.

Policy Statement

To ensure research and monitoring that informs coastal zone man gement, the

government shall: -

i) Promote the coordinated generation, dissemination and sharingof data

and information for use in planning and decision making;

ir) Mainstream the use of traditional knowledge in research and management;

iii) Establish an Information Management System for, among other
functions, disseminating information on policy implementation,
monitoring and reporting on ICZM activities and maintaining databases

on coastal rcsources to support decision making.
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4.6 Institutional Arrangements and Legal Frameworks

4.6.7 Addressing the complex multi-sectoral problems of coastal areas

The sectoral approach in planning and management is un-coordinated and non-
parucipatory. EMCA 1999, Section 55 has mandated NEMA, in consultation
with the relevant lead agencies, to prepare an integrated national coastal zone

management plan. In this regard, the State of the Coast Report was prepared to
inform the development of thelCZM Policy and management plan. However, the

cooperation and close collaboration of national lead agencies, local gr>vernment,

research institutions, private sector, CBOs and NG()s in the development of the

national coastal zone management plan needs to be sustained.

Policy Statement

To establish institutional framework that adequately address complex multi-
sectoral problems of coastal areas, the government shall: -

i) Put in place an institutional framework to fully implement the ICZM Policy.

The framework will encompass all maior stakeholders from government,
private sector and civil sociery;

ii) Finance the implementation of the ICZM Policy and institutional
afrangements.

4.6.2 Legal framework

Most of the current legislations and policies were formulated to capture sector

specific management issues. The result has been conflicting legislation, duplication
of effort and weaknesses in policy implementation and enforcement. EMCA
1999 has provided for, among other activities, the preparation of an integrated
coastal management plan which needs to be supported by legislation to ensure

its implementation.

Policy Statement

To provide for a legal framework for integration and coordination of sectoral

policies for the development and management of the coastal zone, the government
shall: -
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,) Enact legislation on integrated coastal zone planning and management;

n) Provide for financial affangements to sustain implementation of the

policy;

lii) Harmonize sectotal policy and legal frameworks to addtess policy

ovedaps and gaps.
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CHAPTER 5: IMPLEMENTATION FRAMEWORK

5.1 Implementation Framework
lj./-.1i,7/vl\.ii,\!,i,.,7'\'J/]w\'(/...\

NIIMA, in consultation with other sectoral agencies and developmenr partners,
shall sct out to providc for the establishmcnt of an institutional framework for
implementation of this Policy. ln adclition, the framework shall provide for
capacin,building and mechanisms for financing thrs polior

5.1.1 Capacitybuilding

Training shall be undertaken to build capacitl' at both national and local level
institutions thatwill be involved in implcmentation of the policr,. The government
will dcvelop, in the l<>ng term, manpower to ensurc efhcient and effective
implementation of the ICZM Polio,.

5.7.2 Policy enforcement and monitoring

In order to instil good gr)vernance in c<>astal zone aclministration and management,
thcre shall be neecl to put in place integrated enforcement mcasures to protect thc
policl' from interference. This policl,wiil form the basis for, and be recognized as

the ovcrall guide to all coastal zone management activities.

The government shall also put in place monitoring and e'u.aluation mechanisms to
monitor ancl ensure that implementati<>n of the policy is effecuvc and on course.
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