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'l'H E C( )U N'l'\', .l.t ltR,tRy stiRvr c ES Ilt 1,t,, 202.1

*Pul,fql : i\ r..i i, ,.-
AN ACT of Parliament to provide for the establishment

of county libraries in each county; the
establishment of a County Library Development
Committce in each county; the firnctions. and
powers of each L'ounty Library Devclopment
Committee and for connected purposes i L ,r" i

ENACTED hy the Parliam(:nt of Konya. as t'ollows--:-

l. l'his Act may be cired ai]thc.County l:,ihrury
Servict:s Act.2O21.

2. In this Act-
"book" includes-
(a) cvcry volume . purt. clivision ol a lolunre and

parnphlet irr anv lurrgua-r:lc;

(c) cvcry shc'et of rnusic. map. graph. charr or plan
scparirte ly printcd or lithrtgraphcd:,and.

(d) trcrvspapers. pcriodicais. paintings. postefs,
photo.eraphs. photographic reproduction.
gr'.rmophorric rccords. audio-video tapes. tloppy.
corupa(:t rlrscs. slides. nricrofilrns and filrn scripts
tirr audio r isual irrfbrmation and such other
materials:

"cornntiItcc" rrrcaui\ tr ('o11111y [-iLrrary Scrviccs
De vcloprrierrt Coninrittcc cstablishcd urrtlcr scction -5:

"county cxccutiVc eornrnittcc rncntbcr" mcans thc
county exccutivc committee menrber responsible lbr library
scrviccs rvithin thc county: anC

"library" nlciins .lt) ol'g.rnis(:d crllcction ,,f printctl
books. pcriodicals or arrl'graplric or arrdio-visull nratcrial
to rvlrich a menrhcr ol' thc liublie lras ace css frce ol' charuc
()r ori l:rvntcnt 0l'li.cs 1)1 l'ry virtur: ,tl'btring menthe r ol an
rlruartistrti() rri :I.:l itution.

3. The ohjcct of this .{ct is to-
(a) t'stablish lihrarics in e.ach c()unty to cnsure that

lclrrners ilnd thc cornmrrnil.ics u,itlrin the coLurty

Slrorllirlc

lnlcrpr!lirtr(,rl

()h1 ,I ol lhc \, I
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huvc acccss to cducutional rcsources and
irt li rrrn lt iort:

(b) to pr()mote litcracy in counticsi

(c) to support cducatirln, cultural .rnd rcscarcll
.rcti! itics hy pnrviding nccdssary resourccs antl
luc ilit ics: lrrd

(d) to crrsurc the [rescirvltion ol' cultunrl heritugc <rl

counl ics lirr lirturt gencrflti()ns.

4. Thc Counly (itlvcfnlrtcnt shrrll - R.lu I'l ro.rrrrt

(n) allpr.vc .acl irrtcg'lrtc rhc c,unty iibrlries anttu.l 
s('vcrnnrcul\'

work plarr inttr thc iuiliuul couhty budget:

(h) rnohilisc rcsourccs ncecssury lirr thc delivcry ol
lihrirryscrr,ice.sirltltcrcspcctivectluirtyl

(c) allocate ntlcquutc lirnds lnd res(turce\ tlcccssury
li)r thc' L'l'll'ctivc rlcvckrptrlcnt rtf lihrariesl

(tl) colluhrrrutc rvith suuh cntitics us it tttlv consitler ;

ne(cssi y
(i) li)r thc dcvE'lopntnt ol'cupucity buiklitrg attd

trlining progrnmnlcs tirr lihratirttrs iu thc
c()urlty: lld

(ii) in lirrarre ing ,,rir.l ntrbilising rest)urces fur the
deve'lopment and lnaihtendlice of couhly
libtafies: tntl .

(e) provide the necessary resources for capacity
building of the county Iibrary stafT.

5. ( l) There is established a County Library Services Flruhli'lrm.rt .r'

Developmcnt Committee in each county. rhc (('rnrlrrrrcc

(2) The comnrittee shall consist of'--
(a) the county executive committee member

rcsponsible lbr library services who shall be the , ,

chairperson;

(b) two persons who shall be distinguished academics
appointed by the County Coverner; and

(c) two persons rvho have demonstrable knowledge in '

library and information science and at least fiye
yea,,'experipnce,intheprovisionofIibrary
services appointed by the County Governor
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(3) In appointing the persons under subsection 2(b)
and (c), the Govemor shall-

(a) ensure that the selection process for candidates is
competitive;

(b) ensure that not more than two-thirds of the
members are of the same gender; and

(c) obtain approval from the county assembly.

(4) Persons appointed under subsection 2(b) and (c)
shall hold office for a term of three years, renewable for
one further term of three years.

(5) The members of the committee shall be paid such
allowances as the county executive committee member
shall determine in consultation with the Salaries and
Remuneration Commission.

6. The Committee shall conduct its meetings in
accordance with the procedure set out in the schedule.

7. The Committee shall-
(a) establish and promote the establishment of

libraries in the county;

(b) develop, equip, manage, and maintain libraries
including electronic libraries in the county;

(c) promote technology in accessing and
disseminating information ;

(d) provide information service responsive to the
needs of communities;

(e) plan, co-ordinate and advise the county
govemment on the delivery of library services;

(f) advise the county government and other public
bodies on all matters relating to library,
documentation and related services;

(g) facilitate the documentation of information
relating to the counry and the provision of related
services in the county;

(h) facilitate the training of librarians within the
county on the principles, procedures and
techniques of librarianship and such other related

Functions of thc
Committcc.

Mcctings of thc
Committcc.
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matters as the committee may from time to time

decide:

(i) carry out and encourage research in. the' 
devilopment of library and related services in the

countY;

() conduct campaigns for the eradication of illiteracy
in the countyl

(k) stimulate public interest in books and promote

culture of ieading, writing and publishing in local

languages for knowledge, information. and

enj6yrnent in the county including facilitating
mobile library services:

(l) encourage and facilitate the use of libraries by

school-goint children;

(m)partner with the county executive- committee' 'member 
in charge of education to facilitate the

establishment ana equipping of libraries in

schools, colleges and other institutions;

(n) design innovative ways to enhance access to' 
libralry services and information by disadvantaged

persons within the societY:

(o) provide professional advice
promote best Practices in
centres and school libraries;

(p) acquire books produced in and outside Kenya and"' tuih other materials and sources of knowledge

necessary for a comprehensive county library;

(q) liaise with national library, other county libraries

and other relevant institutions to enhance

information and experience sharing;

(r) publish a county bibliographical and referencing

services in the countY; and

(s) perform any other function that may be conferred

on it bY this Act or anY other law'

8. The county executive committee member shall

designate such officers within the county executive

com-mittee member's department in the county government

to serve as the secretariat to the committee'

to institutions and
managing resource

Secretarial
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9. (l) The olficc ol' 0 member ol' the cornhitrcc
app(,intcd undcr section 5 (2) (b) and (c) shull hccorrrc
v cunt il' lhe nremher -

(a) is ad.judged bankrupr:

(b) is convicte d ol'u crinlinal ul'lcnce and sentcnccd trl
a term (,t' imprisonment ol' nr)t,,lcss than six
lnonths:

(c) is convicted of an ofl'ence involving, liaud or
dishonesty:

(d) is absent, witlrout reasonable ciluse. lioni threc
conseculire rncctings of thc crtmmittcc:

(e) resigns irr rvriting, adtlrcsscd to thc c()ulrty
govel'nor:

(f) is rernovcti lionr rlltice hy thc courrty governor on
ilCc()Ullt (,l'-
(i) inubility to pertornr the tunctionr uf thcir

ofl'icc by reoiion of lncntal . or physical
inl'irmity:

(ii) liriling to tlcclure lhcir intercst in any motre r
heing consitle.red by tlrc conlmittcel or

(g) tlies.

(2) Betbre the renrovill of a mcniber uilder sutrsectioh
(l)(0, the county governor shall request the comnrittee to
give a statement on whether or not the rnember should be
removed from office.

10. All movable and immovable properry held or
acquired for the purpose of a county library established and
maintained by a county shall vest in and be held by the

I l. Subject to this,Act, the committce may-

VcftinS of
propeny.

[iccognitior ol
ollrcr librur'ics rn

(a) recognize any library run by a voluntary agency tlre countl

within the county, or any library open tbr use by
the public, as a county library for the purposes of
provision of financial assistance to the library; and

(b) recognize any school library in a county. for the
purpose of provision of financial assistance to the
school library.
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12. ( l) TIrc' c()nlltittce shall, not later than three Rep.'t\ h\ Ilrt

mollths alie r thc en(l ot r'itch finitnciul year. prepare and 
( (irrrrl'rrrcc

subnlit to the county govefnrnent and the c()unty assentbly,
ru reporl ()n thc actiYities ol'the c()mrnittee in.the immediate
prcccding, yeilr.

(2) Notr,, ithstan(lins the provisions of subsection ( I),
thc county sovcrnmcnt or thc c()ur.lty assernbly may at any
tirnc rerluirc a rcport l'rorrr thc conrrnittee on any mattei.

13. (l) 'l'hc county executivc curnmittee nrenrber in Rcgttlttr.n:

consultation rvith thc conrnrittcc nray nlake regulations lbr
the better carrying out of this Act.

(2) Without pre.iudice to thc senerality ot section (l ),
thc county cxccutivc- conrrnittce nlemhr may .rnake.

rcgulltions prt'viding lirr

(a) reco{nition iof a library or association tilr the
purpose of pr<rvision of financial assistance; and,

(b) prescribing l'ces ancl pc
pcrsorr horrorving books

anv

I
J



796

SCHEDULE

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS AND AFFAIRS OF
THE COMMITTEE

l. The committee shall meet at least four times in
each financial year.

2. The chairperson may at any time convene a special

meeting of the committee and shall d<l so within fifteen
days of a written requisition fbr the meeting signed by at

least three members.

3. ( l) The chairperson shall preside at all meetings of
the committee and in the case of the chairperson's absence.

the vice-chairperson shall preside.

(2) At a meeting of the committee at which neither the

chairperson nor v ice-chairperson is present, the rnembers of
the committee present shall elect one tlf their numbers to
preside, and the person so elected shall have all the powers

of the chairperson rvith respect to that meeting and the

business trunsacted in the meeting.

4. The quorum tbr the conduct ol'the business of the

cornmittee shall be three members.

5. The decisions of the committee shall be by a

majority of the votes, and the chairperson of the mceting
shall have an original and casting vote.

6. The validity of any proceedings tll the ctlmmittee
shall not be affected by any vacancy among the

membership of the committee or by any defect in the

appointment of a member.

7. Minutes of the proceedings at meetings of the

comrnittee shall be kept in such a nlanner as the comnrittee
directs.

8. The committee may establish such sub-committees
as may be necessary fbr the perfbrmance ol'the functions of
the committee and may. subject to thc provisions of this
Act, delegate powers conf-erretl tln it to any such

committee.

9. Subject to the provisions o[ this schedule, the

committee shall regulate its own procedure'

Sp€cial meetings

Quorunt

Voting procedure

Validity of
proceedings

Minute\
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Mcetings of the
committce,

Chairpcrson to
preside.

Committees of the

comnlittec.

Power to
determinc
procedurc

I

,
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10.(l) If a member of rhe committee is directly or
indirectly interested in any contract, proposed contract or
other matter before the committee and is present at a
meeting of the committee at which the contract, proposed
contract or other matter is the sub.ject of consideration, the
member shall, at the meeting and as soon as reasonably
practicable after the commencement thereof, disclose the
interest of the member in the matter and shall not take part
in the deliberations over, or vote on. the matter.

(2) A disclosure of interest made under this paragraph
shall be recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it
is made.

Disclosure of
intercst.
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MEMORANDUM OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Statement of Objects and Reasons

The principal object of this Bill is to promote the establishment and

use of libraries in counties so as facilitate access to information, improve
education standards and reduce levels of illiteracy in the counties. By so

doing, the Bill gives effect to paragraph 4(f) of Part 2 of the Fourth

Schedule to the Constitution.

The Bill provides for the role of counties in provision of library
services and also establishes a County Library Services Development
Committee in each county to establish and promote the use of libraries in

the counties.

Statement on the delegation of legislative powers and limitation of
fundamental rights and freedoms

The Bill delegates legislative powers to the county executive

committee member in charge of libraries within the county only for the

purpose of giving effect to the provisions of the Act.

The Bill does not limit fundamental rights and freedoms.

Statement of how the Bill coucerns county governments

This Bill is expected to ensure that the provision of library services is

easily accessible at the county level of government. In addition' the

provision of library services is a function that falls within the ambit of the

iounty governments as specified under Part 2 in paragraph 4(0 ofthe

Fourth Schedule to the Constitution. The Bill is therefore one that

concerns county govemments in terms of Article ll0(lXa) of the

Constitution.

Statement that the Bill is not a money Bill within the meaning of
Article 114 of the Constitution.

This Bill is not a money Bill within the meaning of Article I l4 of the

JOYCE CHEPKOECH KORIR,
Senabr

Constitution.

Dated the 7thMay,2O24.

I


