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Hon ers,

The Inter-parliamentary Union (IPU), the world organization of Parliaments, is a
global for{rm for parliamentary dialogue, co-operation and action. The Union

^drru.r.." fr.rrro.ru..y and assists Parliaments and parliamentarians throughout the

world to frfrtriU their mandates. The IPU facilitates parliamentary debate, d[alogue

and coopdration and also promotes and defends democracy and the rule of law

while 
"""ibtirrg 

Parliaments in coping with an ever growing international agenda

relevant to their duties.

As the foc$t point for world.wide parliamentary dialogue since 1889, the IPU works

towards pe re and cooperation among peoples and for the solid establishrnent of

representai e institutions. Specifically, the IPU aims at-

lination and the exchange of experience amonga) Fosti .ng contacts, coorc

Parlia,nents and parliamentarians of all countries;

b) Conlidering questions of international interest and express its views on such

issues with the aim of bringing about action by Parliaments and their

bers;
c) Con buting to the defence and promotion of human rights, whi:ch are

rsal in scope and respect for which is an essential factor of

parliamentary democracy and development; and

d) Contributing to better knowledge of the working of representative institutions

and tc the strengthening and development of their means of action.

The IpU Absembly is the principle statutory body that expresses the views of the

Inter Parliamentary Union on political issues. It brings together parliamentarians

to study ternational problems and make recommendations for parliamentary and

tal action. The Assembly meets twice a year and is held each tirne in a
try, providing participants with an opportunity to see various

alities

other staf.utory organs of the IPU are the Governing council, the Executive

Committed, the Meeting of Women Parliamentarians, the Forum of Young

parliamentarians and the IPU Secretariat. The IPU works through Committees,

working groups and special purpose ad.-hoc bodies. The foilowing bodies are

currently i[r place-
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i) Starlding Committee on Peace and International Security;

ii) starfdins committee on sustainable Development, Finance and Trade;

iii)StandingCommitteeonDemocracyandHumanRights;

iv) standing committee on United Nations Affairs;

v) Corrlmittee on Human Rights of Parliamentarians;

vi)

vii)

viii) Co

ttee on Middle East Questions;

of Facilitators for CYPrus;

ittee to Promote Respect for International Humanitarian Law;

ix) Advi]sory Group on HIV/AIDS and Maternal, Newborn and Child Health;

x) Corrimittee on Women Parliamentarians;

xi) Genfler PartnershiP GrouP; and

xii)The Forum for Young Parliamentarians;

also co-operates with regional inter-

o]rg nlzations, as well as r.vith international intergovernmental and

otg nlzations which are motivated bY the same ideals

Hon. Members,

The 134ft IpU Assembly and related meetings was hetd in Lusaka, Zambia, from

March, 17 to 23rd, 2015. The Kenyan Delegation comprised the foilowing

The IPU
works in
padiamen

Members

1)

2)

3)

4)

s)

6)

the effor-ts of the united Nations, r,vhose obiectives it shades, and
quppofts
dl.rr. .o-operation with it. The Union

go

flon-

7l
8)

e)

10)

The Hon. Sen. David Ekwee Ethuro, BGH, MP;

The Hon. David Pkosing Losiaku, MP;

The Hon. Sen. Catherine Mukiite Nabwala, MP;

The Hon. Sen. Mutula Kilonzo Junior, MP

The Hon. Sarah Paulata Korere, MP;

The Hon. Steven Kariuki, MP;

The Hon. Sen. Naisula Lesuuda, OGW, MP;

Hon. John NYagah Muchiri, MP;

Hon. Rachel Ameso Amolo, MP; and

Mr. Jeremiah Nyegenye, Clerk of the Senate'
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The Parliament of KenYa ir

Assembly, the Speaker of th

Hon. M

Hon. Da

s well represented in the IPU. During the 133'd IPU

e Senate of Kenya, Sen. David Ekwee Ethuro, EGH, MP

was ele to the Executive Committee, for a term of four years. The Executive

Comrni is a 1S-member Committee that oversees the programmes of the IPU.

Pkosing, MP is a member of the Standing Committee on Democracy

and H Rights and while Sen. Catherine Mukiite Nabwala, MP is a mernber in
the S g Committee on United Nations Affairs.

In addition, Sen. Mutula Krlonzo Junior, MP was elected to the position of co-

Rapporteqr to the Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights on the

topic, Thel freedom of women to participate in political processes fullg, safely and

uithout in[erference: Building partnerships betueen men and u)omen to achieue this

objectiue "],fr... 
the Committee will debate and propose a Resolution to th9 IPU at

its 135n A]ssembly.

Hon. Members,

During the 134th Assembly and its related meetings, rnembers of the Kenyan

delegatio.rj *.r. actively involved in the deliberations of the Assembly {nd its
Committeds that greatly enriched the resolutions and outcomes that were arrived

at.

Meetings df tf,e 134th Assembly included:
1) The Assembly: General Debate; where members were provided with an

ity to exchange views on ways of reviving the interest of the younger

generation in the functioning of parliaments;
2l The, Standing Committee on Peace and international Security, where

*.rrlrb.r" deliberated on a draft resolution under the topic Terrortdm: The

need to eruhance global cooperation agairust the threat to democracg and

rights;
3) The Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights, where the

Co ittee deliberated in an interactive debate, the subject of its next

ution The freedom of women to participate in political processes fullA,
and witLtout interference: Building partnerships between men and

women to achieue this objectiue;
4) The lStanding Committee on United Nations Affairs, where the Corfrmittee

commented on the new process of selection of the new United Nations

RFJPOltl'OTJ'II.IE DELEGATIONTO'I}IEf}IIlIASSENTALYOFTHEINTERPARUAMENTARYUNION'MARCH,2016 Page 4



Sec/etary Genr al and institutional arrangements made f0r the
impfementation r 'the Sustainable Development Goals

5) The Standing Cc,nmittee on Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade,

whefe the Comrrittee deliberated on its resolution entitled Ensuringllasting
pro against destruction and deterioration for the tangible and inlangible

ral heritage of humanity.

Hon. Mem

On behaif of the Kenyan delegation, I wish to take this opportunity to thank you for
bestowing upon us the important task of representing Kenya in one of the most
important]fora in the associations of Parliaments.

Hon. Members,

Article 7 of the IPU Statute mandates member Parliaments to subrnit the

resolutior[ of the IPU rvithin their respective Parliaments, in the most apptopriate

fonn; to cqmmunicate tliem to the Gouernment; to stiinulate their implementation and
to inforrn t\te IPU Secret,,-riat, as often and futtg as possible, particularly in its annual
reports, olthe sfeps taken and the results obtairued.

In accord[nce with Article 7 of the Statutes of the IPU, it is my pleasqre and
humble duty to submit this report, highlighting the proceedings and resolutions of
the134ft ,[ssembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and Related Meetlngs to
Parliamen[ for debate and necessary action.

Thank yorp.

l

SEN ETHURO, EGH, MP
o TE.
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:ii; .i,', rr. :,;, ,],.: Ilr,
1. lnaugural ceremony
The inaugural ceremony took place at the Government Complex on Saturday, 19 March 2016 at7'30 p'm', with H.E. the President of the Republic or zano,taitttlr. Edgar cr..ra6*, Lrrfu, in attendance.
Mr' Patrick Matibini, speaker of the Nationa.l Assembly of Zambia,stressed that strong parliamentswere essential to dem.ocratic development and welcomed the IPU's work in tfrat area. ftre theme of thel34th.Assembly provided ,n oppo.trnity-io t rrn""s t e eneijy and potential of young peopte and tohelp them participate fully in social, potiticaland economi"liri, tnr"'providing-t'h;rlffit 

"tirrtrs to createthe leaders of tomorrow. lt was vital to overcome the barriers to youth participation and tackle thechronic underrepresentation of young people in political institutions. The Assembly also enabled lpUMembers to identify action to be taken, share experiences and best practices, ,nd 
"n"rr" 

that youngpeople's voices were better heard in the democratic process.

Mr' saber cho'rdhury, President of the lnter-Parliame :iry llnion,thanked the hosts, stressing thetruly diverse character of zambia. speaking on the theme the Assembly, he noted that youthdisillusionment lay at the heart of a range o-f challenger 
", ,nity facing the world. lt was up toparliaments to regain young people's trust, inspire thLm tc, , rtei politics and convince them that theirvoices counted' lt was essential to modernize ihe d";;"r, ti;;rtem, and to overcome legislative andsocioeconomic barriers to youth participation. The IPU *u. plrying its role in tackling those problemsthrough standards-setting and advocacy work.

He pald tribute to the late Zambian President Michael Sata who had been a great champion of the lpUand who had served on its Executive committee. Presiderr tata had inviteJ i;; brg;;.rtion to holdthe current Assembly in zambia. The IPU President askecl : ti thl participants to observe a minute ofsilence in memory of the late president.

He welcomed new and returning IPU Members, Associate Members and.permanent observers, anddrew attention to the revised lP_U strategy, d1e to oe aoopteJ ai thJ 13dt A"""riiv'ir'b"neva. tn orderto ensure that the Sustainable Development Goals (sDG;) were met, parliaments had to be fit forpurpose' The IPU was helping to achieve that objeciive thiough seminars, workshops and capacity-building initiatives, including the development of i self-assess"ment toolkit. The IpU also strove toinnovate and take measures to reduce the carbon footprint of pailiaments andtne orgJnization.
H'E' Edgar chagwa Lungu, President of the Republic o| 7-ambia,welcomed the delegates toZambia and said that his country was honoured to host tne t s+ti-Rssembly. He described Zambia,sjourney from a single-party State to a multi-party democratic system and siressed its deep commitmentto dernocracy, peace ancl good governance. Th'ose principles were reftected in Zambia,s regionalpeacekeeping role, its interaction with like-minded States and membership of inteinationar organizationsand forums, such as the lPU. The path to hosting the t s+th A;r"rnry had begun in 2o12,when the latePresident sata had expressed an interest in Zaibia hosting tre event.

Strong parliaments contributed to strong democracies. They needed to reflect the hopes, aspirationsand concerns of all citizens, including young people. Zambiawas committed to engaging young people,who formed the majority of the population, Jno had implementeJa range of measures, includingprogrammes developed as part of the African Youth Decade 2oog-2olg and its own national youthpolicy, to create a generation of skiiled, enrightened ano empowlred young peopre.

Nevertheless' in addition to empowering young people, it was also essential to provide the necessaryguidance and support to equip them to hinate-respon.iuitity ,no-po*"r.
There was a need to move from words to deeds, and the 134th IPU Assembly provided an opportunity totranslate ideas into action. Echoing the words of former UN secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan,President Lungu stressed that young people should be at the forefront of global change and wished the134rn Assembly every success in its deliberations.

2. Election of the president

The first-plenary sitting of the 134th IPU Assembly opened at the Murungushi lnternational conferencecentre (Mlcc) in Lusaka. in the morning of sundiy 2o March, with the Jlection of Mr. F. Matibini,Speaker of the National Assembly of Zimbia, as president of the Assembly.
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3. Parl,.ciPation

Delegatibns from 126Member Parliaments took part in the work of the Assemblyl:

Afghanidtan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Australia, Austria, Bahrain' Bangladesh' Belarus'

Belgium, Benin, arrutan,"Bolivia (PlurinationalState of), Botswana,.Brazil' Bulgaria' Burkina Faso'

Burundi, Cambodia, c;;;;;;, banada, Chii",E-hi;,'Co*,o,.ot, C6te d'lvoire' Cuba' Cvprus' Czech

Repubtig, Democratic P;;L;" R;puntic ot Xoilu, ou,o"'atic Republic of the Congo' Denmark' Egypt'

Equatorlat Guinea, r.ionii ftf'.1iopia, Fiji, fin[nd, France, Gabon, Germany' Ghana' Guinea' Guinea-

Bissau, Haiti, Hungary, lceland, lndia, lndo.nuJ", irrn (lslamic Republic of)' lsrael' ltaly' Japan' Jordan'

Kenya, Kuwait, r_rtrir,'r-"["non, t-"rotnor !i;t;,'Liec-hienstein,.Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Madagascar'

Malawi, Malaysia, f,rr"rOt"", frrrrii, Hrtrttr, furriit"ir, rr4auritius, Mexico' Micronesia (Federated States

of), Moqaco, I,ltoro""o,-tlt"=L,.nuiqr", ruamiuia, r.lepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Nonruay,

Oman, Fakistan, palestine, Panama, pof"nilpottugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea' Romania' Russian

Federatlon, Rwanda, iun tttrrino, Sao Tome rnO piin"ip"' SaudiArabia' Senegal' Serbia' Seychelles'

Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovenia, Somatia, Sortf, Atri"u, South Sudan' Spain' Sri Lanka' Sudan'

Surinanir,, Sweden, Swltzerlana, inaitana, fimtr-leste, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey' Uganda' Ukraine'

;;iffi')' ;;;i;;[; United Kinsdom, United Repubtic of ianzania, Uruguay, Venezuela (Bolivarian

Republil i), Viet Nam, Zambia and Zimbabwe'

The follr, rirg six Associate Members also took part in the Assembly: the Arab Parliament' the East

African t gislative Assembly (EALA), tn"-rni"tprttiamentary Assembly of Member Nations of the

Commdi,,veatth of t"d"p;;i";t Sirilrr tf 
pn Cfbl, the Latin American irarliament (Parlatino)' the

parliame rt of the c"ntiliAtrican Economic ana'tvtonetary community (CEMAC) and lhe Parliament of

in"'E";r ,-i" Cor.unity of West African States (ECOWAS)'

observL,,, comprised representatives of: (i) the United Nations system: the United Nations' Food and

Agricultri,c Organizationlitftu United Nations (FAO), the Office of the United Nations High

commissioner tor netLg;" tur.,rr-rcnl, 
gte pa.tnersr'lp tot Maternal' Newborn and child Health

(pMNqH), the Joint Uniled Nations Programme on HtVlRtos (uNAlDS), the United Nations

DevelopmentProgramme(UNDP),theUnitedNationsEducational'scientificandCulturalorganization
(UNESCO), tfre United Natlons Oiiice for theboordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA)' the

United Nations office on Drugs and crime turtloocl, UN Women' the world Health organization

(WHO); (ii) the tnt"rnalio*l6iganization oi Sup,"'" e'ait lnstitutions (lNToSAl); (iii) the African

Union, the League of Arab States; (iv) the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly (JPA)' the African

parliari.rentary Union (ApU), the Arab rnt"r-pl'trir*"ttrry Union (AIPU), the Forum of Parliaments of the

lnternatiopal Conferelice on 1," Great Lakes Region 1ri-tcGl-n)' the Global organization of

parliarneptarians against Corruption tOOpnCl,Ge Hl1lghreb Consultative Council' the Pan African

parliarhent, parfiameniaii"nu tor. Nuciear N""ibi"ritoatjol-a1.0 Disarmament (PNND)' the Parliamentary

Assembty of the Blac[ Sea Economi" cooperiion (pnesrc), the Parliamentary Assembly of the

Mediterranean (PAIV), the Parliamentatv a"="rbly'of Turkic-Speaking Countries (TurkPA)' the

parliarnentary Assembly of the Union of g"iurr" and Russia, the Parliimentary Union of the OIC

Membbr States (PUIC),T;'sorir,urn nrrican oevelopment Community Parliamentary Forum; (v) the

Grobar Furnd to Fight Aids, Tubercurosis "ni 
r,rrJrriui(vi; Socrarist rnteinationar; (vii) the Geneva centre

for thq Democratic Control of Armed Forces iodnrl, ine. tnternatlonal Committee of the Red Cross

(ICRO) and the tnternational lnstitute for Oemo"racy'and Electoral Assistance (lnternational IDEA)'

of thel 1,227 delegates who attended the Assembly, 634 were members of parliament' Those

parriarnentarians incr-u-oeJ io Fresioing orriclis, e8'oeputy presiding officers and 190 women (29'9%)'

lnter-ParliamentarY Union - 134th AssemblY

SmergencY item

March 2016, the Presid ent informed the Assembly that the following four requests for the

of an emergencY item had been ProPosed

aompletinglhe process for international recognition of a viable, 
"independent 

and sovereign

patestinian State, with Eist Jerusalem as its"capitat: The role of parliamenfs (Morocco);

Human trafficking: An act of terrorism, a grave violation of human rights and human dignity' and a
';;;; i; ;;sioiui ura inbrnationat peace and securitv (Sudan);

4.

(a)

On
incl

For the comPlete list of IPU Members, see Page 27
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' Parliamentary powers in democracies and the importance of the oversight function(BolivarianRepublic of Venezuela);
' Giving an identity to the 230 miltion children without a civil status: one of the major challenges ofthe humanitarian crisis in the 21"t century (France ano uruguayl.

In:" 
o*n'tions of Morocco and the Bolivarian Republic of venezuela withdrew their proposals before

The Assembly proceeded with a roll-call vote on the two remaining items (see pages 42-43). Theproposal put forward jointly by France and Uruguay *r" 
"Jopi"o 

ind added tJ tZlg"noa as ltem 8.
(b) Debate on the emerqencv item
Giving an identity to the 230 million children without a civil status: one of the major challenges of thehumanitarian crisis in the 21"t century (ltem B)

The debate on the emergency item was held in the morning of 21 March2016 with Ms. N. Motsamai,Speaker of the National Assembly of Lesotho, in the chair.

Before the debate, Ms' L'.Dumont (France), co-author of the joint proposal, made a brief presentationo.n.Jl" emergency item. sh-e reminded parliamentarians of alarming figures: more than 230 millionchildren under five years of age were without an.identity. she urjeo parliamentarians to work with theirrespective governments to establish a better registration system"for children, provide free birthcertificates and allocate adequate funds for civiiregistrie" i, t," national budget. she underscored theneed to facilitate the registration process for all citiiens rejarotess of where they lived.
Subsequently, three speakers took the floor during the debate, from Belgium, Mexico and the UnitedArab Emirates' They reiterated that all children, pirticularly those affected by war and conflict, should beduly registered so they could enioy all their rights througr,,jri tnli, lires. one delegate referred to the"lPU-uNlcEF Parliamentary woitihop on thJright to io"entity: eiomoting universal birth registration inLatin America and the caribbean", rrela in Lima, Peru, in June zois. srte reminded lpU Members thatparliamentarians at that workshop had agreed to work for universal birth registration.
other delegates emphasized that special attention was needed for children in situations of conflict, waror living in foreign countries following forced.migration. one Jltejate underscored the urgent need toenact legislation on naturalization so that chitdren without ,n io"itii/"1ffi;il;lh:;ilrfi,,, ,n ,r,"country where they lived. He added that such legislation snoutJnot oiscriminJtJafuinrilniroren basedon race' ethnicity or religion but rather ensure thlt each state provioed the n""".."urv piotection to altpeople on its territcry. Another delegate underscored the importance for all child;;, il;lL awaiting therrregistration, to receive. the necessary r,etp and assistance. children without an identity often alsobecame stateless, an important issu-e that the IPU had been working on. He suggested that the matterof children without a civil.status should go beyond the emergen"y itu, of the cu-rLnt Assembly and bedealt with by another lpU event or bodyl

The other co-author of the proposar, Mr. R. r\/artinez Huermo (Uruguay), underscored thatparliamentarians should not just debate but take necessary r;tr;; through legislation and disseminatetheir ideas throughout the world.

lnter-Pa rlia menta ry Union - 134th Assembly

(c) Ado of the on e emerqen item
on 22 March, the Assembly unanimously adopted the resolution on the emergency item

Before concluding the debate, the chair expressed the hope that the emergency item resolution would
1""?,1r1!l""rete 

actions bv parliaments thai would help children io regain tie rigt-,ts or *r,i.r, t uy *"r"

The Assembly referred the emergency item to a drafting committee composed of representatives ofBahrain, canada, cote d'lvoire, Frunie, lceland, tran (t;ta;i; i"proil" of), Mataysia, Mexico, UnitedRepublic of Tanzania and Uruguay.
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Ddbates and decisions of the Assembly and its standing committees

Union - 134th AssemblY

5.

(a)

High'level segment

TheGeperalDebatewasintroducedbyanumberofhigh-levelspeakers'includingthespeakerofthe
National Assembly of zambia,who emphasir"i tn" irrpo.tun"" of youth participation in decision-making

at the national level. n" unirm"o the need to-p.rot" youth-led structures in parliament and to

empowpr young partiamentarians. Youth pu,ti"ipution 
'at all levels of governance would strengthen

accountability and support the implementarion of internationalcomm'iiments' Fle also underlined the

importance of proviainS'O;th; g;il"r and a youth perspective to the work of parliament'

Ms. M. li/ensah-Williams, Speaker of the National Council of Namibia and President of the IPU

Coordinating Committee of Women Parliameniari,n", "g'eO 
that' to remain relevant' democracies

should be constantlv r"n*"0 through gr"ut;i'in"i'siveriess and representation' Both women and

young fleople under 30 were underr"pr"""nt"a. ln particular, women were often prevented from

exercisihg their political rights because of crratLnges such as gender stereotyping and discrimination' ln

order to open up parliament to young *o*"t il"""tut" quo must be changed' existing practices

questioned and barriers lifted. ihe message ih" pdi1;t was for everyone should be promoted' The

seeds qf political".po*"ir"nt should be plantei at an early age for young girls and boys Parliaments

needed to change the way they worked in order to become 'o'" 
g"nd"r-seniitive' One way to achieve

that wa6 through a review of their pro"".""rli-nf*"ttu"t""t' worklng cultures and operational

environments.lnsuchchallengingtimes'theanswerwasmoredemocracy'notless'

Mr.V.Qapsys(Lithuania),amemberof,theBoardoftheForumofYoungParliamentariansofthelPU'
drew attention to the prtjao* between tne incieasing developm.ent of democratic institutions and the

decreasing contioencel;11h; pubtic and v"rrg p"Jpre had in them. To address that paradox'

democrpcies needed t" ,o"pt to a digital.w".u il 
'"t 

had changed the way people lived and

commuiricated. Parliamenti'srroutO ,r" t o"ui";'"Lg';" to"bridge the-otfline and online worlds and to

bring democra"y ctos"iio in" p"opt". vorng p"ople wJre instrum6ntal in bringing about that change for

the good of all people. Ho*"r"r, a number &LL.[u"f "" 
stood in their way' Youth representation in

parliaments was lacking and young 
P"o,pl? 

tetitrustrated by a system that they felt did not speak for

them. The lpU had been at the forefront ot ulAr.""i"t t.ot" shbficomings, but it was time to go further'

The Forum of Young i'urfiun,.,"nturians of the IPU had made recommenditions on how to remedy the

situation, such as by increasing youth representation and empowering young people toengage in

politics more effectiv"iy. i;r; fieopte *rniJ'i]'""g'gl 'ni both yJung ana otd should work together

io transrate that aspiraiion into a more democratic course for everyone.

^^ A^+i-^ D.aoirtanr nf thp Standino Commlttee On
Ms. A. King (New Zealand),in her capacity as Acting President of the standing committ

Democracy and Human Rights, und-erscoreJ tf,,i Vo"'ng parliam.entarians should be better represented

in parliqment. parliamentar]ans of all ages ;;ril pruv 
"u 

role in.breaking down barriers to promoto

inclusiVeness. tn a rapidly changing *rrro *iir,ln !16rging digital era, qualifications students earned

today would Oe oUsotlte'by 2OiS.Yoyng p""pf 
" 'it"'J! 

t'l"i'gto*ing pressures' including inseourity'

viotence, jobtessness, ;;;;d;;O eauciilonal Oisparity' The unsavoury mix of disillusionment'

atienatibn and distrust thut *r" developing;"fti;;;g people had been accompanied by an inability

of parliaments to urgeniiy address tf,or." Con""i;;'V"';g'people wanted transparency and oversight'

both to fight corrupti; ;J to help irpf"mentiulr, equita6le and sustainable development' Some

positiv$ work was ,l;;;;y ,";;rway, luch as tfre'estaOlishment of youth parliaments' the promotion of

civic education and the increasing use of soc-iai meoia and online tools to reach out to new audiences'

However, more was """i"a. 
Uslfing described how young people had collectively engaged on Social

media [uring ,no ,ftulu tiugil earthqiuakuin *"* Zealandiand stressed that young people should be

allowed to take up more res[onsibilities for the public good'

Mr. A. $lhendawi' the UN Secretary-General,s Envoy on Youth, drew attention to a number of mistaken

assum[tions. He saii t-f-,ut G"on, under 30 years oi-uOe now comPrised the majority of the world

population. As such, young people *.r",roiJ"rvg," fuiure, but,also the present' Politicians should not

be working for youth ;;; A;"ri. tnstead, in"v Jntrro be capitalizing on young people's qualities to

suppor-t existing potiticat institutions. young p6"pr" were not',a liability, but rather an incredible

opportunity. Ue oOjecieO to tfre belief that 6ti exiremists were young' and argued instead that young

people were the victi*ms oiextremism. rr,fot"o'"i, vo'ng p"opiu weie neithei lazy nor apathetic' The

reason for youth disengagement was that politicai processes we.re unattractive and needed to adapt to

the digitat era. He rrighiighted achievemenit ;;J":' the technology sector to illustrate the point that
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young people were ready to lead: they had been leading in silicon Valley and other high-tech centresfor some time. lnvesting in youth wasl requirement ani ;.;;, account must be taken of the needs ofyoung wornen' ln sum, young people were the key drivinj foice that *rrJ orirg ,ilut oemocraticrejuvenation.

Ms' Y' chaka chaka, Artist and UN Goodwill Ambassador for the Roll Back Malaria partnership,
cautioned against standing idle while efforts were being made Loth to empower young men and womenand to protect children from disease. Young people we-re disenfranchisedlno r.n'r-ni'iorntriu"experienced a brain drain they could ill-affoia orl to 6"k ;ilil"rtunities. tito decisions about youngpeople should be taken without including young people in those decisions. More generally, politiciansneeded to be more.accessible to allpeo-pie- piiiics 

"r,oura 
nol oe about corruption or self-interest butabout empowering the people. Young people were solng to chlnge.democracy but more young peoplestill needed to be represenied in politlcal institutions] ih; ;;;il and the otder generations needed towork together by complementing each other and, above ail, res"pecting one another. She concluded thatthere would be no wealth withou-t health and education.

The debate also featured special presentalion" 9vI, v. Nayak, a young student who had worked as adigital constituency manager for the 2012 Barack'obama pilJJentiat campaign in the United states ofAmerica, and Ms. C. phiri, a young boxing champion fror'Zrrlir.
Mr' v' Nayak discussed the.need for politics to be brought to young people where they were and in away that appealed to them. His experiences as a digitaiprogrurr". manager had served that verypurpose' He described aspects of his work which had involrld developing Jnrin" tlor" designed toengage young people on social rnedia and encourage them to spread their views. Digital technologiescould act as vehicles to enhance youth engagement-. Mr. Nayak encouraged parliamentarians to usethose tools to conduct online petitions, virtuaitown halls unJiir" streaming. However, digitalcommunications were not enough on their own. A new, more authentic ;r", 

"i;;;;'poti,i". was alsoneeded' which would speak to young people today. ro'ru.tneiintr"rr" the political participation ofyoung people, the age of eligibility to vote and run for office should be lowered.
It/s' c' Phiri presented her own personal experiences from growing up as a young girl in poverty inLusaka to becoming a world-renowned boxing champion. H-eie*periunce ,no"rtii.-o the importance ofhard work and determination. she emphasize-d that education ano 

"ports 
were critical elements in theempowerment of young people, as they embodied principles that were of higher, longer-lasting valuethan material objects. She left the audience with an inspiring -u.rrg" that self-discipline, timemanagement and focus were key factors that had enabled f,er to overcome poverty and become asports icon.

During the three days of debate, representatives of 95 l!4ember parliaments, four Associate fVlembersand six Permanent observers spoke on thetheme..rrre aeoate provided them witn an opportunitytoexchange views on ways of reviving the interest of the younger glneration in politics in general and thefunctioning of parliaments in particular. The experience or tie o"ebate at the lpU Assem-bly in Lusakawas ample proof that the lpU was on its way to opening up to new times and new themes.
ln the afternoon of 22 March, the Assembly heard an address by the Foreign Minister of Zambia,Mr' H' Kalaba' who commended the IPU for placing emphasis t', ir,u need to rejuvenate politics,mentioning that Zambia could in many ways serve as an example. zambia*u" torriiLa to giving itsyoung people a voice in politics and in .oiiety in general. Trrat was evidenced by the young faces seenamong the cabinet Ministers and Memberc or pritirr""t. o"'it. prths towards sustainabledevelopment and the achievement of the sDGs, tne country wr, [""n to draw inspiration from bestpractices in other countries in terms of good governance, transparency and inclusiveness.
ln light of the terrorist attacks that had occurred.the previous day in Brussels, the lpU president read outa statement on 22 lviarch condemning the attacks and all forrns of terrorism. The Assemblysubsequently endorsed the statemenl (see page 46).

(b)

The standing committee on Peace and Internalional security held four sittings from 20 to 22 March,with its President, Mr' R' Tau (sgufr Africa) in the chair. nt its tirsisitting, the committee considered anexplanatory memorandum and draft resoluiion entitled rerrorism: The need to enhance gtobalcooperation against the threat to democracy a1d 
.i1!iu.iduat ;igii;,joinfly drafted by the co-RapporteursMs' c' Guittet (France) and Mr. K. Hari Babu (lndia). lt also 

""on.io'uruo 
95 proposed amendments to thedraft resolution submitte d by 17 fvember Parliamenis and the M;;tirg of women parliamentarians.
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Approximately half of the proposed amendments were approved and many sub-amendments were

also a$cepted.

At the sitting on 22 March, the committee adopted the revis-ed 19{ uv consensus. The delegation of

lndia expreJsed a reservation on the use of the expression "right to a private life".

The drbft resolution was submitted to the Assembly, meeting in plenary, on the afternoon of 23 March

il;[';J;;i;l by ;;""ensus. The titte of the reiolution was amended by the Assem.blv to: Tefforism:

The naed to enhance globat cooperation against the threat to democracy and human flghfs' The

delegation of lndia reiterated its reservation'

Electio]ns to the Bureau were held at the fourth and final sitting of the Committee. The three vacant

po.i. *"r" filled. Elections for the posts of President and Vice-President of the Committee were then

["t0. Vt.. L. Rojas (Mexto) was elected President of the Committee and Mr. D. Pacheco (Portugal)was

elected Vice-President.

The BJreau met on 21 March to discuss the Committee's next subject item and future work programme'

Four subject items had been received by the deadline and were discussed by the members of the

Bureau. The Bureau decided to propose to the committee the topic submitted by the delegation of the

Russialn Federation albeit with a substantially revised title. The Committee agreed that, at the

interference in the internal affairs of sovereign sfafes. That proposal was subsequently approved by the

Assenrbly.

The BJreau agreed to focus its work at the 135th IPU Assembty on two types of activities.: an expert

pun"i on tn" t[eme chosen by the Committee for debate and one (or two) panel discussion(s) on the

theme(s) of the remaining proposals.

submitted by '16 Member Parliaments.

The CJmmittee first heard a presentation of the draft resolution by the co-Rapporteurs and then held a

shorl debate. A total of 'lz speakers took the floor. The standing committee then proceeded to consider

if," propo."d amendments in two plenary sittings. The co-Rapporteurs endeavoured to merge as many

amendlnents as Possible'

At its filral sitting on 22March,the standing committee unanimously adopted the consolidated draft' The

Committee agrJeo that Mr. A. Ciss6 (Mali) would present the draft resolution to the Assembly'

rne drlft resolution was submitted to the Assembly at its plenary sitting in the afternoon of 23 March and

was adopted unanimouslY'

At its finalsittinq and atthe proposalof the Bureau, the Standing Committee adopted its next subject item,

;;;;;l;r";')nii"a-internatio'natcooperation on the sDGs, in particutar on the financial inclusion of

;;;';[';"Z"jii"i"r arvetopment.The committee approved the nornination of Ms. G. cuevas (Mexico)

and Ms. P. Mahajan (lndia) as co-Rapporteurs'

ln termls of the work plan for the 13Sth Assembly, the Committee approved the proposal of the Bureau to

organi{e a debate on the subject item as well as a panel discussion on the theme, The role of parliaments

in countering the activities of vulture funds'

Lastlv. the committee elected the Bureau as proposed by the geopolitical groups' lt also elected

M":'3.fi;il; i;rroooirl as its president and'Mr. A. Cisse (Mali) as its Vice-President (see page 25)'

I
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(d) Standino Committee on Democracv and Human Riqhts
The Standing Comm.ittee on Democracy and Human Rights held two sittings on 21 and 22 March 2016
with its Acting President, Ms. A. King (New zealand) in ihe chair.

At its first sitting, the Committee approved the nomination of the two co-Rapporteurs for its nextresolution,Ms.S.Lines(Australia,replacingMs.L lVarkus)andMr.M.KiloizoJunior(Kenya).The
co-Rapporteurs participated in an interactive.debate on the subject of the Coinmittee's next resolution,
The freedom of women to participate in political processes futty, safely and w,ithout inierference:
Building partnerships between men and women to achieve thb objeciive. They *"r" ioinua on the panel
by Mr. N. Erskine-Smith (Canada), Ms. M. AzerAbdelmalak (esvpt) and Mr. ,t. zungdo tahutan). riirty-
two delegates took part in the debate, including 18 women anal+ men (see iuil repirt on page 47). TheChair invited all members to submit their written inputs for the draft ,".oLtion by 10 April.
At its second sitting, the Committee held a debate on open Parliaments: Builcing an association on
accountability with Ms. !.fojas (tVexico), [Mr. N. Evans (United Kingdom), wi,-. C] Chauvet(UNDp)and
Mr. D. swislow (National Democratic lnstitute) serving as panellists. Tweniy-; rree parliamentarians
participated in the debate, of whom 1B were men andfive were women (sel 'll report on page 4g).
At its second sitting, the Committee held elections for the vacant seats on its ureau. The Asia-pacific
Group nominated Mr' P. Wangchuk (Bhutan) and the Twelve Plus Group nor rrated Mr. J. Lacao
(Portugal). Both nominations were approved by the Committee. Four more vir ;ant posts remained
unfilled. After the Committee sitting, the Asia-Pacific Group submitted the canclidature of Mr. A.y. Desai
(lndLa) to fill one of the vacancies. That nomination would 

'be 
submitted to the Committee at the

135th Assembly.

The Acting President informed the Committee that the geopolitical groups had joinlly agreed that the
next President of the Committee would be from the African Group. As the no,,,ination f6r the post of
f19;jO-ent had. not yet been received, the election of the next President would be deferred to the135" Assembly. I he vacant post for the Vice-President would be filled at the same time.

(e)

During the first sitting of the Committee, members commented on the new process for the selection ofthe United Nations Secretary-General, as outlined in a detailed background note prepaied by the lpU
Secretariat.

The Committee heard presentations from Ms. Y. Terlingen, a representative oi lhe 1 for 7 Biltion
C.ampaign, working to change the selection process; Mi. K. Kosachev (Russizrir Federation); and
Ms. G. Ortiz (Mexico) and a member of the Committee,s Bureau.

The participants asked the IPU to transmit the following three questions to alt candidates running for theposition of UN Secretary-General:

" The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development will be successful if members of parliament are
involved in developing national action plans, monitoring implementation, and aligning budgets
and legislation with the Agenda. As United Nations Seiretary-General, would yo"u advocate for
parliamentary eng.agement in the implementation of the new2030 Agenda anj associated
sustainable Development Goars (sDGs) among Member states?

' Numerous UN General Assembly resolutions and UN Secretary-General reports recommend a
strong relationship between the United Nations and national parliaments, as well as with the lpU.
As UN Secretary-General, what specific aclions would you take to strengthen these relationships
at the global and national levels to more effectively serve the people?

" As representatives of the people, parliamentarians want to ensure a more democratic process for
the selection of the UN Secretary-General. What role can parliamentarians, thr;ugl the lpU (the
world organization of parliaments), play in this process?

At the second sitting, the Committee was briefed on the institutional arrangements for the
implementation of the SDGs. M1. L, porbely (Romania), Ms. P. Torsney and Mr. A. Motter (lpU
secretariat) and [\/r. c. chauvel (uNDp), made presentations on the topic.

It was agreed that each first annualsession of the Standing Committee would henceforth be utilized to:(i) take stock of global progress on the SDGs (UN repo_rts)f 1ii; pr"par" parliaments for the votuntary
national reviews by the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development; (iii) un"orrrg"
parliaments to perform a self-assessment of their capacity to implement the SDGs and share best
practices.
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The Stlnding Committee o United Nations Affairs met on 22 March' Mr' A' Romanovich (Russian

Federaltion) was elected to ,ire Bureau, as was Ms. A'R. Albasti(United Arab Emirates)and
jr71"r. X.E.'i'Xr-lrl1l*"*isudi:n). Mr. At-Mansour became Vice-President of the committee, replacing

Mr. M. El Ha""an AlAmin (Sudan)'

6. Gbncluding sitting
At its fihal sittinq in the afternoo n of 23 March, the Assembly had before it the results of the work of the

sij].oi',]*ic#riiii""", as welt as the outcome Document of the General Debate, Reiuvenating

democlacy, giving voice to Youth.

Followifrg the presentation of the reports of the Standing Committees and the adoption of the

;;t;ilffi;, i6! Fi""ta"nt oi the Assembly invited Ms. G. Kokorwe, Speaker of the National Assembly of
'#;;h;:;"J 

rrl1i. o. Vu"ai-, a young member of parliament from Finland, to present the outcome

Document of the General D.:bat,e (see page 29). iepresenting both sexes, senior parliamentary leaders

ffi;;J;; o"irirr*irrian, *aloiity teaders as wel'las minorities in parliament and in society, they

;;J;tr;',#rii""ilrrrv i the ori"oru of the very rich and substantive Assembly proceedings. They

Jrri"a J" ,iiparticipants to ilow up on the specific iecommendations from the outcome Documelrt and

to repofl back to the IPU or )rogress made'

The Asbembly concluded w h statements from the representatives of the geopolitical groups:

ril;. K.]iM;;;;iitil*""1 o r behatf of the Arab Group, tMs. A. Rasheed (Maldives) on behalf of tlrc

Asia-pacific Group, frlr. i. ; r6n (Chile) on behalf of the Group of Latin America and the Caribbean'

Mr. p. Iylahoux (Belgium) or Uefralf of ihe Twelve Plus Group, and Mr. P' Nzengue Mayila (Gabon) on

o.n"ft {i1," efii", G;'p- -, ,rey expressed their immense satisfaction with the Assembly, which had

culminated in tangible and t ,pical outcomes, as well as their deep appreciation for the warm hospftality

and exCellent arringements provided by the host country, Zambia'

The lpL[ president reiterated his thanks to the Zambian hosts for ensuring the success of the Assembly,

a'i-r" rlu'M;;;;r";d partners for their constructive contributions and engagement, as well as to the

ipU S"Cr"trriat and support staff for their dedication and hard work.

The Sobaker of the National Assembly of Zambia, summing up t!-e results of the Assembly' thanked all

ir.r" priiJprnir ioi6,"it. active involvement and declared the 134'n Assembly closed'

1. Mdnrbership ancl F:rmanent Observers of the IPU

At its si{ting on 20 March, the Governing council approved requests for reaffiliation from the Parliarnents

of Eovpt and Comoros, as v,rell as a request for affiliation from the Parliament of Guyana' The Council

;j"i'j;ffi;;J, i"qr""t for associate membership from the lnterparliamentary Assembly of tt/ember

Nations of the commonwealth of lndependent states (lPA CIS), formerly a Permanent observer' The

"*rrri 
J,"r;;Ji; oi g," tpu was thus raised to 170 parliaments and '11 Associate Members'

The Corf ncil also approved a request for permanent observer status from the Forum of Parliaments of

the lntertnational Conference on ihe Great Lakes Region (FP-ICGLR). An updated list of Permanent

Observdrs of the IPU can be found on page 83'

The corlncil was apprised of the situation of certain parliaments and took note of relevant

recommendations adopted by the Executive Commiitee with regard to each of them' The Council

;f;;;;'il1'0".i=." i" r"*ou" Burkina Faso and Haiti from the list of countries to be closelv

monitored as the transiiional period had ended in the former case and a fully functioning parliament was

in place in the latter. lt decided to continue to monitor developments in Burundi and engage with the

purfiurnO'nt. Regarding the CentralAfrican Republic, the Council.decided to continue to monitor the

situation closely until the transitional period had been completed' lt also decided to follow developments

"i.r"i, 
itlfre-Otro"rrti" iepublic oi th" Corgo. As for Libya, it decided to keep monitoring the

situatiorl and expressed the hope that the curr-ent peace talks would reach a successful conclusion'

Nowthdta bicameralpartiamentwas in place in t\'iadagascar, the Councilconsidered thatthe IPU

should provide support to it. As parliamentary electionJwere scheduled to take place in the Syrian Arab
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Republic on 14 April, the Council decided to continue to closely monitor the situation and engage withthe padiament. Regarding Thailand, the council decided to continue to monitor the situation throughdirect contacts with the National Legislative Assembly. lt also decided to keep 
" "rt""Lv" on thesituation in Venezuela, express its solidarity with the parliament and dispatch an on-site mission to thecountry' The Council decided to keep the situation in Yemen under review and requested updates fromMembers (see relevant section on Executive committee on page 15).

2- Financial results for 2015
The Governing council considered the Financial Report and Audited Financial statements for 2015.The Financialstatements!g!.b9en prepared in full compliance with the lnternational public sectorAccounting Standards (IPSAS). The accounts of the IPU and the closed pension Fund were againconsolidated into a single set of financial statements.

The financialresults for2015 were introduced by Mr. R. del picchia (France), Chair of theSub-committee on Finance, who conveyed the External Auditor's positive impression of the financialstatements and internal controls. Although the IPU had recorded a reduction in its net assets ofCHF 494,596, that was due in part to losies on investments in a challenging grou"r"nrironment. Theclosed Pension Fund remained a risk which was, however, well managea aiJrrtty provided for in theaccounts' As a result, the balance of the Working Capital Fund now siood at cnr e.o million at year-end, of which CHF 6.6 million represented available funds and the balance represented IpSASaccounting adjustments. Although nominally reduced in 2015, the Fund had since been built up fromCHF 4.5 million in2010.

The lnternal Auditors' report was presented by Mr. D. Pacheco (Portugal) who said that the accountsaccurately portrayed the financial situation ot ine tpu at 31 Decem oeizcils 
"nJ "on..pri"d 

with allcurrent standards and rules. The External Auditor had expressed no reservations on the FinancialStatements and had made only one recommendation, which had already been implemented by theSecretariat' The deficit for the year should be addressed in future through more effective measures,which might include increasing income through assessed contributions #o ,orrnirry-iunoing.
Expenses were carefully controlled and had ilready been reduced. He had no doubt that thesecretariat would address the financial challenger in u, effective manner.

voluntary funding had continued to increase in 2o15, although at a less-than-anticipated rate. ln hisreport on the state of extrabuclgetary resources, the IPU secretary General announced new donationsmade by Canada and the Federated States of Micronesia in addition to those made by China,EquatorialGuinea, United Arab Emirates, lrish Aid, the Partnership for N/aternal, Newborn and ChildHealth (PNMCH)' the Swedish lnternationalDevelopn-ient cooperation Agency (siorj, uruop, the worldHealth organization (wHo)and wortdwide supporifor Devetopment (wED - iapan;1' 
-

Notwithstanding increased financial risks typical of uncertain times, the organization,s financial standingwas strong. lt was clear, however, that the IPU's assessed contributions c-ould no longer be reducedeach year and that an appropriate balance needed to be struck between core and volJntary funding.The IPU President applauded the initiative of the United Arab Emirates to include in the parliamentary
budget a special line earmarked for assistance to the IPU above and beyond the regular statutorycontribution, and also welcomed in-kind assistance.

The Governing council approved the Secretary General's financial administration of the lpU and thefinancial results for 2015. lt also endorsed new guidelines relating to voluntary contributions (seepage 75).

3. Financial situation
The Governing Council received an overview of the IPU's financial situation at 31 January 2016 andnoted that the financial position was sound. The overall level of expenditure was on trac( at 101 percent of the year-to-date budget. Arrears in assessed contributions amounted to CHF 537,000, with37 Members-having overdue accounts. Two Members (congo and Honduras; were ui iirt otsuspension if no payments were received before the next seision in October 2016. Several newsources of voluntary funding were announced, supplementing the generous support provided byexisting donors.
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4. Cooperation with the United Nations system

The Council took note of the activities undertaken by the IPU in cooperation with the United Natidns

,y.t", since the previous lpU Assembly held in October 2015 (see full list of activities on page 53).

T'he Secretary General drew attention to the far-reaching partnership between the IPU and the United

Nation5 on , *id" range of issues. ln particular, he referred to the 2016 edition of the annual
parliamentary Hearing-at the United Nations, which had focused on the world drug problem and had

been organiz-ed as a Contribution to the UN GeneralAssembly Special Session on Drugs. The

deliberations of the Parliamentary Hearing had been frank and substantive, resulting in a numberof

concrete recomm endations.

New cooperation ha d been initiated with the UN Security Councilon the irnplementation of Resolution

1540 relating to the non-Prol iferation of weaPons of mass destruction among non-State actors. The

issue was gaining Prominence in the context of escalating acts of terrorism and violent extremism. A

regiongl
series bf

Seminar for African Pa rliaments had been held in c6te d'lvoire in February 2016, the first in a

related activities. Close cooPe ration was also being pursued in terms of mobilizing parliaments

on the implementation of the 2030 Susta inable Development Agenda, with a series of regional seminars

alrea having been held or in the pipeline, including the South Asian Speakers' Summit (Dhaka'

Janua 2016) , the regional Seminar for Central and Eastern Europe (Bucharest, April 2016) and the

regio Semina r for Central and Latin America (Pana ma, November 2016).

The ry General Informed the Council of the status of consultations on the new Cooperation

ent betwe en the IPU and the United Nations, which would reflect progress over the past

20 and place the institutional relationship between the two organizations on a stronger footing.

Based on the IPU submission of April 2015 (further to the decision of the IPU Governing Council) and

the resp onse from the United Nations, a new text was currently under consideration, with the

expectption that a
IPU Sdcretaries G
Agreertrent would

substantively improved agreement would be ready for signature bY the UN and the

eneral in the course of 2016. As recommended by the Executive Committee, the

be accompanied bY a letter from the UN Secretary-General underscoring the slrategic

importance of the UN- IPU partnership, as well as a letter from the IPU Secretary General clarifying that

joint activities and initiatives with budget
IPU governing bodies.

implications for the IPU would be subject to approval by the

5. lrhplementation of the IPU Strategy for 2012-2017 and preparation of tlre
reivised StrategY

trre SJcretarv General briefed the council on the implementation of the IPU Strategy for 2012-2Q17,

wf,tf, lrroutO conclude in December 2016. As the first IPU Strategy of its kind, it had certainly pr{ved its

*"rtn. A*ong numerous examples of how_the IPU was working on practical implementatiaS,f^til:,.,^
Stratedv in 2016, the Secretary General referred to the ongoing preparation of the second editionl ot the

Oi"UrilF"rf i"mentary Report and mentioned the PaperSmart lnitiative approved by the Executivel

Commlttee at its session in Lusaka (see page 76)'

5 of the current Strategy, which dealt with the building ofWith reference to Strategic Objective
parlianfrentary support foi internationa
Parliarhentary Action Plan on Clirnate

I development goals, the IPU President presented the draft

Change. The Plan was designed to accompany the Paris

Agreerinent adopted at the COP21lCMP 11 session in Paris in December 2015 and was meant to serve

asa licy directive offering a medium- to long-te rm vision of IPU objectives and priorities in the field of

cli change and related areas of susta inable development. Bearing in mind that broad consultations

on the liminary draft of the Action Plan had been carried out during th e 133'd IPU Assembly (Geneva,

2015), as well as at the Parliamentary Meeting on climate change organized by the IPU in Paris

in ber 20 15, the Council approved the Parliamentary Action Plan on Climate Change (see

page

The General informed the Council of the ongoing work on the preparation of a revised IPU

, a prel iminary draft of which had been prepared by the IPU Secretariat and examined by the

ve Comm ittee at its session in Lusaka. The revised Strategy should take stock of developments

since 012, reflect the findings included in the mid-term review carried out in 2014, and be based on the

outcomes of the 2015 World Conference of Speakers of Parliam ent and the UN Summit, which had

ado the SDGs in SePtem ber 2015. The Counciltook note of the fact that a preliminary draft of the

revi IPU Strategy had been Posted on the IPU website and was open for comments and

obserVations by IPU Members. Relevant
15 July 2016.

)

,pted
sed I

inputs should be submitted to the IPU Secretariat by
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6. Recent specialized meetings
The Governing Council took note of the results of the Conference on Ensuring everyone's right to
nationality: The role of parliaments in preve nti n g a nd e nd i ng sfafe/essness ( http ://wurw. i pu.orq/cnl-
el19817(a\-r1 .odf) ; the Parliamentary lr/eeting on the occasion of the UN Cl imate Change Conference
COP21lC\\AP11 (http://www.ipu.orq/cnl-e/1 98/7(b)-r1.pdf); the Annual Parliamentary Hearing at the
United Nations ( http://www. ipu.orq/cnl-e/1 98/7(c)-r1 . pdf); th

of United Nations Security Council resolutio n 1540 (http://www. ipu.orq/cnl-e/1 98i7(d )-
implementation

e Seminar for African parliaments on the

11.pdf); the Parliamentary Meeting on the occasion of the 60th sessi on of the UN Commission on the
Status of Women ( http://www. ipu.orq/cnl-e/1 98/7(e )-r1 . pdf) ; the South Asian Speakers'Summit on
Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (http://www.ipu.orq/cn l-e/1 98/7(f)-r1 . pdf ); and the Third
Global IPU Conference of Young Pa rliamentarians (http;//www. ipu.orq/splz-e/you ngM p 1 6. htm ).

7. Reports of plenary bodies and specializec.l cornmittees
At its sitting on 23 March, the Governing Council took note of the repo(s on the activities of the
Committee on Middle East Questions (see page 56); the Group of Facilitators for Cyprus (see page .lB);
the Committee to Promote Respect for lnternational Humanitarian Law (see page 57); tfr" Gendei
Partnership Group (see page 60);the Advisory Group on HIV/AIDS and'Matern-al, Newborn and Child
Health (see page 62);the Meeting of Women Parliamentarians (see page 16);and the Forum of young
Parliamentarians of the IPU (see page 63).

The Council also heard the report of the Committee on the Human Rights of parliamentarians and
approved seven decisions submitted by the latter (see pages 85 to 11b), noting the reservations
expressed by the delegations of Cambodia, Malaysia and Thailand concerning-the cases in their
respective countries.

8. Future inter-parliamentary meetings
Following lhe recommendation of the Executive Comrnittee, which had been apprised of the positive
findings of the on-site mission to Dhaka (Bangladesh) carried out by officials oi ir," tpu Secretariat in
January 2016, the Governing Councilconfirmed the decision to hold the 136th lpU Assembly in Dhaka
fromlto5April2017.

The Council was reminded of the invitation received from the Parliament of the Russian Federation to
host the 137th IPU Assembly in St. Petersburg in September/October 2017. The invitation had been
duly considered by the Executive Committee, which authorized the IPU Secretary General to dispatch a
technical assessment mission to St. Petersburg not later than the end of May ZOiO. ln so deciding, the
Executive Committee was cognisant of the fact that the Foreign Minister of the Rr-rssian Federation had
provided written assurances that all delegates and observers invited by the lpU to the 137th lpu
Assembly would be duly granted entry visas by the Russian authoritiei. ln conformity with established
practice, the Parliament of the Russian Federation had also undefiaken to cover additional costs
resulting from holding the second Assembly of the year outside Geneva.

Following an exchange of views, the Council accepted in principle the invitation of the parliament of the
Russian Federation to host the 137th IPU Assembly in St.'Petersburg, provided that all logistical
requirements were met. Should the findings of the assessment mission conclude that thJRussian
Federation was in a position to host the Assembly, the authorities would be given the go-ahead to start
planning, including preparation of the budget for the event. A decision would be forma)1y taken by the
Council at its next session, to be held in Geneva in October2016.

L Amendnrents to tlre Statutes and Rules
ln conformity with the IPU Statutes, the Governing Council approved a series of amendments to the
Rules of the Meeting of Women Parliamentarians (see pages 77). Henceforth, the Meeting would be
called the "Forum of Women Parliamentarians", while its Coordinating Committee would be called the
"Bureau of Women Parliamentarians".

The Council agreed that relevant editorial changes would also have to be made in the text of the
IPU Statutes.
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:il"'l:$"-t Sf.,u1,;...,i1:;:1r 
,lif ,.ii1.+ i.:.i,,t.-,:if,i*t' ri-l$l''i,.''rlii''i't-it';'

The Ex[cutive Committee held ils 273'd session in Lusaka on 17 ' 18 and 22 March 2016' The President

of the tpU chaired the meetings. The torrowini'me;;;;' took part in the session: Ms' F' Benbadis'

replaci4rg lVls. Z. orit aiiai (nrderia),.wrro *ur-no longer a parliamentarian' on 22March; Ms' L'C'R' Jos6

reptacihg Ms. C. C"rqu"iii (Engolu), *i. *;;;;l'r;ger i parliamentarian; Mr' A' Lins (Brazil) on

22March;Mr. R. del picchia (France); fr,f t X.lrLiilfirmlc Republic of lran); Mr' S' Suzuki(Japan);

Mr. D.E. Ethuro (Kenya), Ms. M. Mensan-Wiitlr. 1itl,'iqia) in her capacity as President of the Meeting

of Wornen partiamentaiiun" on 18 and ZZ ttl,iiii; H,tr. t'1. Schrijver.(Neiherlands); Ms' G' Eldegard

(Norway); Mr. K. t<osJr,"rlnr"st"n reoeralo"ni' M;. A. Jg=uq Ahmed replacing Mr' R'M' K' Al shariqi

(United Arab Emirates), who was no.long"t r'prliir*entaria.n; Mr. l. Liddeil-Grainger (United Kingdom);

Mr. D. Vivas (Bolivarian Republic of venezullll"" zz rvr'rch; and Mr' Tran Van Hang (Viet Nam)'

Ms. A. Habibou (Niger)was absent'

At its sitting on 17 october, the Executive committee examined two requests for reaffiliation from the

parriaments of comoros and Egypt 
"no 

on""iuqr"=*"i"niriation from ihe parriament of Guyana' lt

,*"rmlrOed that the Council approve all three requests'

The Executive committee examined the situation of certain parliaments and made specific

recomrpendations on 
"r"r, 

to the GoverningEounclt on Burkina Faso' Burundi' Central African

Republic, Democratic-RefuOtic ottf,e Congl, iuiti, t-iUyu, Madagascar' Syrian Arab Republic' Thailand'

Venezuela anO vemen 1-Jee relevant secti6n undei Covernlng Council on page -ll )'

The E>fecutive Committee recommended that a request from the lnterparliamentary Assembly of lhe

Member Nations ot tne-clmmonwealth of tnJ"p"-nb"nt states (lPA ClS) to upgrade its status from

permanent ooserver L Rssociate Member ue Spproveo by the Governing council' lt also

recomrhended that observer status O" grrntud io if'" f ot" of Parliaments of the lnternational

C;;i;r;';"; on the Great Lakes Region (FP-ICGLR)'

The Elecutive committee heard the report of the Sub-committee on Finance' The sub-committee had

met on 16 March to prepare and facilitate tne rxlcutive committee's consideration of financial and

budgetpry matters. rt hlJcaretully examineJ Ji t'u financial documents and had been pleased to note

that thd tpU,s accoun;;;;;;in fully IPSIAS-compliant- While net assets had decreased bv

CHF 494,596 due to alomOinition of iactors s'"f' '" a difficult investment environment and the

continued liability on t,u-rpu closed pun.ion iunJ, th" E*""rtive committee noted that the IPU was in

a sounfl financial position overall'

TheSub-Committeehadnotedwithsatisfactionthehigherlevelofvoluntarycontributionsfromabroad
range pf new and u*i;;;g ;;;;rs. lt looked-;h;,; to p"reparations for the 2017 budget' taking into

accourit the revised tpU Strategy. Followinglhlllii"! oisubstantial decreases in IPU Members'

assessed contributions over the past five yJut", t'" s'u-co*mittee on Finance believed that this trend

couldrlotcontinueifthelPUweretopur,,"it"',.nissionwithoutjeopardizingitsindependence'The
Sub-Cbmmittee examined reports on the il;;"i;iSt'tements'ihe External Auditor's Report' the

Financial Situation and the report on 6e mouitization of voluntary funding. lt recommended that the

Execulive Committee approve the audit report and the Secretary GenerJl's financial administration for

2015, As well as the 2015 Financial Results' '

ln addi;tion, the Executive committee adopted an updated set of guidelines relating to voluntary

contributions to the lpU that had been carefJty r.rieweo and rec-ommended by the sub-committee on

Finanoe. lt also examined a proposal to estaurisrr a Parliamentary Solidarity Fund to encourage the

partiarpents ot smatt istano-dlvetoping str;; isiDS; to 1oin.tn" ti'U ana support their participation in

statutory IPU meetings. lt decided to revert to if'" 'uttui 
at its next session in October 2016' when a

revised proposal taking into account the comments of members would be produced'

rn conlrection with the imprementation of lhe rpU Strategy for 2-012-2017, the Secretary Generar briefed

the Executive committee on the status of th" =;";;J;iiiion ot the Global Parliamentary Report' which

would be launched in the second half of 20i;. il; report would deal with parliament's power to hold

##rffi#i;;;;;rri. Surveys and intervie-w' ri'a o""n conducted at the 134th Assemblv'

TheSecretaryGeneralinformedtheCommitteeofthelPU,sdrivetobecomegreenerinlinewithglobal
concetnfortheenvironmentandclimate"r."."s","encapsula.tedinthelPU'sPaperSmartlnitiative.An
overall reduction of 2O-25per cent of pup.i r',"Jalready been implemented' in addition to a number of

other rpeasur"., .uJ as a print-on demand service at the current Assembly and an application for

mobire devices that wourd be availabre starting from the 135th Assembly.
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The Executive Committee examined the draft lpU Strategy : ,r 2017_2021. lt agreed that the draftshould be shared with the g_eopolitical groups and the wiJer rrembership ,no r.""r"in-open for writteninput untilthe deadline of '15 July 2016. lt entrusted the Secietariat with collating contributions and fine-tuning the document for adoption at the 13sth Assembry in o:t,cber.

The members held extensive discussions on the draft Cooperation Agreement with the United Nations.They concluded that overall,.the new agreement represent,ed a consilerable improvement over theprevious one' lt did not entail any further cost implications foi- the lpU and referred to a ;strategic
partnership" between the two organizations. The members urelcomed the idea of a letter ofinterpretation from the UN secrelary-General to give greatei irportrn"" to the instrument and/or onefrom the IPU secretary General ctaiirying that joint initiatives wiirr ouoget implications woutd be subjectto approval by the IPU governing bodies. They recommended that the current draft serve as a basis forfurther negotiations with the United Nations before its final"Ooptrn later in 2016.

ln light of the positive mission report produced by the IPU assessment team following its on-site visit toDhaka, the Execurtive Committee recommendeainat tre Cor,,,161; approve the holding of thel36thAssembly irr Dhaka. The IPU President informed the n nbers that the Russian parliament hadselected the city <if St. Petersburg to host the second Assen y of 2017. Taking into account the writtenvisa assurances provided by the Russian Foreign Minister, , :commended that an assessment missionbe carried out to St. Petersburg and that the.provisional gre' light be given to th" p;;;;""tive hosts toproceed with preparations based on the findings of the miss, ,,r."

The Secretary General informed the Executive Committee o ,;taff developments. Ms. S. Varturk,Executive Assistant to the secretary General, had been pro ,t-o from the G5 to the C6 graoe andMr' A' Afouda, Project officer, trad 6een promoted to the Pi) ,rogramme officer) grade. As part of therestructuring of the Language Service, Mr. H. Compagnion, : -reich and Canadia"n national, had beenappointed to the post of Senior French Reviser.

Lastly, the members of the Executive Committee appointed the six Vice-presidents of the lpU asfollows: tvr' D'E' Ethuro (A-frican Group); Mr. A..Jasem Ahmed (Arab Group); Mr. S. Suzuki (Asia-pacificGroup); Mr' K. Kosachev (Eurasia Group); Mr. A. Lins (Group oi irtin America and the Caribbean); andIt/r' I Liddell-Grainger (I**" Plus Group). They also appointeo tvtr. L Liddelt-Graing", ,. the Vice-President of the Executive Committee.

The twenty-third lt/eeting of women Parliam.entarians took place on 19 and 22 March 2016. lt broughttogether g8 delegates from 72 countries and representatives from various international organizations.
Ms N.' Luo (Zambia), Member of Parliament and Minister of Gender and Child Development, presidedover the lVeeting. She, the Speaker of the National Assembly of Zambia and the lpU president
delivered welcome addresses.

Ms' M' lvensah-williams, President of the IPU coordinatingcommittee of women parliamentarians,
summed up the work of the Committee carried out at its 36hsession held in Geneva in october 2015,and at the first sitting of the Committee's 37tt'session held on the morning of 19 March 2016. Therapporteur of the Gender Partnership Group, Ms. G. Eldegard (Norway), 6riefed 6re veeiing on thework of the Group.

As a contribution to the.Assembly, participants considered, from a gender perspective, the draftresolution on the agenda.of the Standing Committ"" or' P"u"" uno"tnturnutionur s""rrii,y:, Tenorism,The need to enhance olon/ cooperatioi against the threat to democracy anct individuat rights.one ofthe co-Rapporteurs of the Standing Committee, Ms. C. Guittet (France),-opened the discussion.
The participants were divided into two groups, which dealt with the issue from two different angles.Group 1 focused on the theme Protection of the individual righls if *or", and girls in the context ofterrorism and violent extremism: Freedom from violence and discrimination. Gro"up 2 addiessed thequestion of Global cooperation to prevent terrorism and violent extremism: Women,s and girls,
empowerment as a means of action. i
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The twb gror ps highlighted that terrorism and violent extremism had a strong and differentiated impact

ffi;ffi; r"Jgi;[ trriougt-r the use of sexuar viotence, abduction and trafficking of women and glrls for

the purpose of Jexual slavery and sexual exploitation'

particiflants stressed the need to focus on prevention and devise mechanisms tailored to the needs of

womerl and girl surviuors oi t"rrorism. ln addition, the discussions highlighted the crucial role of women

in preventing radicalization that could lead to terrorism and the recruitmenl of young people by terrorist

groupsr

tne pr{posed amendments to the draft resolution of the Standing Committee on Peace and

lnternational Security were subsequently all incorporated into the resolution'

ln ordel to contribute to the General Debate of the 134th Assembly' women parliamentarians discussed'

iffiTffi"r'rr"rlilttir", th" th"r" of tne GeneralDebate, Rejuvenating democracy' giving vobe

b youth.

Participants cliscussed the particular ch.allenges young w-omen faced in politics' such as gender

stereotfpes , rd discriminriory norms that te;ded to confine women to the private sphere; inequality

betwedn mr and women in accessing ].".orr"". and sharing family a1d nlofllioTl::"ponsibillties;
and the lacl i 

"o*mlim"ni 
Oy t"rO"tJ and political parties to open up to women, especially young

women.

particiJants ighlighted the need to challenge existing practices.and stereotypes and to build the

confidence ,, ,d capacily"i;;;; and girls"to take L['leadership roles and engage in politics from an

early age.

The Mdetinl rf women Parliamentarians adopted proposed amendments to its Rules and those of the

coordinatinS ]Jommittee of women Parliamentarians and proceeded with the renewal of half of the

seats qf regi rnal representatives'
--.- ^^^r ^J +L^ r\^^.^ina{inn f-nmmilfcr:

The MJeting also elected the new Bureau on the proposal of the Coordinating Committeu'

Ms. M. Mensah-williams (Namibia) was re-elected as President, and Ms' M' Andr6 (France) and

Ms. N. Al Kharoosi torr,\l *"ie eiectea First and Second Vice-Presidents respectively'

1.Gomi.;eeontheHurnanRightsofParliamentarians
Mr. A.B.M.F.t(. chowdhury (Bangladesh), President, Ms. M. Kiener Nellen (switzerland), Vice-

ifl;Sot"i, il;. #. i;j;ili ic[irEl, Mr. e. Mbuku-Laka (Democratic Republic or the conso) and

Mr. B. Fabritius lcermlnyl ijik-y'il in the Committee's 150th session' which was held from 18 to

21 March 2016. Ms. F. Koofi(Afghanistan), Mr. A Alaradi(Bahrain), Mr. A.A. Gueye (Senegal) and

fr4". A. plwyo (United Kingdom) were unable to attend'

During the session, the Committee held 11 hearings with delegations and complainants to enhance its

understanding of the clses before it and convey iti concerns' lt examined 39 cases relating to the

situatiqn of 143 parliamentarians in 14 countriei. Of those cases, 34 per cent concerned

parlia(entarians from ntrica, 29 per cent parliamentarians from Asia' 16 per cent parliamentarians from

the Middle East and North Africa, 15 per cent parliamentarians from the Americas and 6 per cent

parliar4entarians from Europe. one case concerning a parliamentarian from the South Pacific region

was al$o examined. rnirtelir-per cent of cases involved women, and nearly 70 per cent opposition

;!",n1ffi:ffir,,il'i['"0", of expression was a matter of direct or indirect concern in most cases, the

violations most frequeniiy 
""".iJured 

by the Committee during the session were' in descending order'

lack of due process in proceedings against.pariiamentarians, ibusive revocation or suspension of the

;";ur4;;iJ;;;;;;d ;ruttrury""rr"lt and'.detention, violation of freedom of assemblv and association'

acts of torture, itt-treatileniano ttner acts of violence inflicted on parliamentarians'

The committee submitted eight decisions to the Governing councilfor adoption concerning the

f;i;;,h; ;;r"iri"r, cr*uoJiu, Democratic Repubtic of the conso, Fiji, Guatemala, Malavsia, Monsolia

and Thlailand.
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The committee also examined cases concerning parliamentarians from other countries. lt decided thatthere was no need to submit decisions to the Goiverning Cou;cil at that poirt, 
"in"e'iis 

existing concernsremained valid for most of them and it required ,or" uit"n=ive information to reach a decision in theothers.

2. Committee on Middle East euestions
The committee heid two sittings, on 19 and 22March. Ms. D. pascatAllende (chile), president,
Mr' R' Nordqvist(Denmark), Ms. c. Guittet(France), rvr". r.r. ri/lot"amai(Lesotho), Mr. A.N.M.Al-Ahmad(Palestine) and Mr. F.,Mrlri (switzerland) attend-e_d both sittings; Mr. R. Munawar (lndonesia) andMr. N. Shai (lsrael) only attended the sitiing on 22 March.
The President of the.committee gave an overview of the recent.visit to the region by its delegation,which had provided the memberJ with a better understanding oi the situation in ir,"'r"gion and anenhanced perspective of the reality on the ground. rn particuLr, il; j;6;;;r'n"J t""-"" struck by thepositive and constructive atmosphere and tle r.eaoiness oiair parties to work together and createconditions that were conducive to peace. The members of the'Committee adopted the report of the visitand made a number of proposals ior follow_up.

The committee received q ,19"o- message from the co-founder of the synchrotron-light for Experimentalscience and Applications in the Middle rr:t (fF91M_E), ;.rJoi irt"rnationat research institute basedin Jordan that aimed to bring people from the t\Iiddle rl"it"gZih"r through science.
The committee adopted the draft terms of reference for the roundtable on water, an event that sought toidentify how water technology could best be used to advance peaceful cooperation. lt agreed that theroundtable, the first in a series of projects of peace, *orro ou [ura ut a Dead Sea venue in Jordan inlate May or early June 2016.

At its second sitting, the general situation in the Middle East and the implications for the work of theCommittee were consideied. The representative of the United Nations office on Drugs and Crime(uNoDC) presented the agency's work in the region, r,ijlrrighiln; the important role of parliamentarians

l[;:otu"t'"9 
terrorism' He coniirmed the commitment Jf u"rvoo"c to strengihen it" p"rL"r"hip with the

ln view of the currentsituation of multiple conflicts in the whole region, members concluded that theexpanded mandate of the committee was justified. ln response L , 
"orrunt from the lpU president,the committee reiterated its commitment to promoting pailiamentary diplomacy within and outside theregion as an instrument for building trust.

3. Group of Facilitators for Ciyprus
The Gror'rp of Facilitators for cyprus met on 20 tvarch 2016. The meeting was attended by oneFacilitator' Mr' P' Van Den Driessche (Belgium), two members of the House of Representatives of theRepublic of cyprus and four representativJs of'the rrrr,i"r,lcvpriot potitical parties.
The parties appreciated the opportunity to engage in continued dialogue and expressed resolutesupport for a solution that would benefit all cypri-ots, in particuLitre next g"n"rution. They expressedstrong supporl for the current talks, which they hoped would soon lead to ; lasti;;;;d viable solutionfor the unification of cyprus based on a bizonal, bicommunal federation and political equality, inaccordance with the relevant UN resolutions and the values anJprinciples of the European Union.
4. committee to promote Respect for rnternational Humanitarian Law
The committee met on 20 March 2016. The meeting was chaired by its president, Mr. s. owais(Jordan)' Representatives from the lnternational cJmmitt"" or t,u Red cross (lcRC), the office of theUnited N.ations High commissioner for Refugees (L,NHCR) and thl world Humanitarian summitSecretariat also took part.

The Committee discussed the plight of the 4.7.million Syrian refugees. lt also received information aboutthe global refugee situation, which accounted for rs r miriion reffi", and .10 million internallydisplaced persons, and.heard that funding for support to refugees and host countries remainedchallenging a nd insufficient.

The Committee highlighted the importance of monitoring the situation in and related to Syria and otherareas of the world ' lt drew attention to the need to focui on the root causes of insecurity and reasonswhy people were compelled to flee their countries, and reiterated the importance of raising awareness
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of the plight of refugees and of addressing misconceptions and stereotypes. The Committee agreed to

""rry 
qrfin on-sitJmission to Greece and/or Lebanon to examine the situation of refugees and their

needs] as well as those of the host countries.

The COmmittee was briefed on the outcome document of the Conference on Ensuring everyone'S right

to natienality: The role of parliaments in preventing and ending sfafe/essness, co-organized by the
parliarhent of Soutfr Africa, the IPU and UNHCR, and took note of four recommendations. Members

aqreed to continue to raise awareness of statelessness, take action in their own countries and

"i"ou,{"g" 
action in others. Progress would be reported at the Committee's next session in October

2016 in Geneva.

The IORC briefed the Committee on recent initiatives and outcomes of recent meetings. The Cornmittee

inrit"J parliaments to note the four resolutions adopted at the 32nd tnternational Conference of the Red

Cross and Red Crescent.

The Committee discussed the World Humanitarian Summit to be held in May 2016 in Turkey and

aqreed that it was important for the IPU to take part in that event. The parliamentary community should

Ue mobitizeU to encourage States to make ambitious commitments at the Summit, whose outcome

should be discussed at the 135th IPU Assembly.

5. Gender PartnershiP GrouP

The Gpnder Partnership Group met on 18 and 22\Aarch 2016. The Group comprised Mr. D.E. Ethuro

(Keny{), Ms. M. Mensah-Williams (Namibia), Mr. Tran Van Hang (Viet Nam) and Ms. G. Eldegard
(Norw{y). Ms. Eldegard was elected Chair of the Group.

The Group compared the composition of the delegations present at the 134th IPU Assembly with that of
previotrrs statutory meetings. As al22 March, 190 of the 634 delegates (253%) at the Assembly were

*o*"t{ (see page 61). Th;t figure was 2.6 percentage points lower than the equivalent figure recorded

in Genbva 1OctJOer2015) and 1.9 percentage points higherthan the equivalentfigure atthe Hanoi

Assembly (it4arch 2015). The Group expressed its wish to see the proportion of women at IPU

Assemblies increase further.

Of the 126 parliamentary delegations present, 120 were composed of at least two delegates. Of those,

19 we/e composed excllsively of men (15.8%). The all-male delegations were from the parliaments of

the following'Strt"", Albania, Andorra, Bahrain, Bulgaria, Comoros, Democratic People's Republic of

Korea, Haiti Kuwait, Lebanon, Luxembourg, Malta, Mauritius, Micronesia (Federated States of), Qatar,

Reoub[ic of Korea, San Marino, Serbia, Somalia and South Sudan. Six delegations were subject to

sancti$ns at thy Assembly for being represented exclusively by men three or more times in a row: Haiti,

Malta, Mauritius, Micronesia, Qatar and Somalia.

The Grouo continued its review of the Statutes and Rules of the IPU to ensure that they enshrined a

harmohized and consistent standard of gender equality. ln that respect, it noted differences in ths
requirdments relating to the participation of women in IPU bodies. lt was noted that the minimum

requirdment for wom-en's participaiion in the Executive Committee - 20 per cent - was the lowesl within

lpU cqmmittees and working groups. The Group decided to recommend that that minimum be raised to

30 perlcent. lt also decided io study mechanisms to ensure that the responsibility to achieve that target

was shared among the various geopolitical groups that were part of the Executive Committee.

tne Gloup conducted its regular examination of the situation of parliaments with no women mem,bers.

On 22]Uarcfr, the Group fretO a dialogue with the delegation of the Federated States of Micronesla. ln

view oi the elections to be held in March 2017,lrhe Group engaged in a dialogue with Micronesia to gain

a bettqr understanding of the challenges faced by women and discuss possible strategies for achieving

progrels.

The G|oup welcomed the commitment expressed by the delegation of Micronesia in support of change.

It encouraged the delegation io reflect on strategies for enhancing women's representation in parliament

and reiterated the IPU's willingness to provide support where possible.

6. A].iritoty Group on HIV/AIDS and Maternal, Newborn and Child Health

The Advisory Group met on '1 9 March; seven out of 10 members were present. Representatives of the

World Health Organization (WHO), the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and

the Gtbbal FundIo Fight AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis also attended. The Group elected its new

Presidbnt, Mr. F. Ndugulile (United Republic of Tanzania).
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The Advisory Group discussed recent progress, as well as future areas of engagement, strategicpriorities and opportunities. lt agreed to consider revising its mandate so as tJ c6ntinue to provide
strong support to the IPU's work on health. The Group reaffirmed its vision to1. f,erLtf', namely that noone should be left behind and that everyone everywhere should have access t; q;;iit; services withoutfear of harm or discrimination.

Its priority would be to advocate for strengthened and evidence-based legislation to reduce barriers tobetter health; enhanced oversight of the impJementation of legislation, palicularly with respect to themost vulnerable groups; and resource mobilization. The Groip would seek to strengthen the
commitment of all parliamentarians to promote improved heatirr, including witn resplctlo marginalizedpopulations and services that were sometimes poiitically sensitive. tt wouto work to encourage
members of parliament to engage communities and citiiens in efforts, in particulario r""t an end toharmful and discriminatory practices such as child marriage and female genital ,rtlrrtion. The AdvisoryGroup would also prioritize supporting research on legisla-tion to obtain Jbetter understanding ofsuccessful and less successful measures, and to ensure that interventions in countries were evidence-
based.

The Advisory Group decided to review lhe 2012lPU resolution on Access to health as a basrc right: Therole of parliaments in addressing key chatlenges to securing the heatth of women and children lt wouldpropose possible ways of aligning the text with the SDGs and the Global Strategy for Women,s,
Children's and Adolescents' Health.

7. Forum of Young Parliamentarians of the lpU
The Forum met on 20 March 2016. lt was chaired by Ms. l\/. Dziva (Zimbabwe), acting president, in hercapacity as the youngest member of the Board to be present at the 134th nssemoty. "

The Forum was attended by 60 participants, of whom 37 per cent were women. The average age of theparticipants was 37.4 years.

Two new representatives were elected to the Board of the Forum: Mr. s.S. Alremeithi (United ArabEmirates) for the Arab Group, to replace Mr. F. Al-Tenaiji, who was no longer a member of parliament;
and Mr. A'U. Damirbek (Kyrgyzstan) for the Eurasia Group. Two Board seits remained vacant, both forwomen members, from the Twelve plus and Eurasia Groups respectively.

The deliberations focused on the theme of the General Debate of the 134th Assembly Rejuvenating
democracy, giving voice to youth. The Forum welcomed the theme, which had been chosen at an
important time for parliaments as well as for young parliamentarians. For the members of the Forum,
rejuvenating democracy was about increasing thJnumber of young members in parliaments and aboutbetter involving young people in democratic processes and politicat affairs.

As only '1 .9 per cent of members of parliament across the world were aged under 30, the key steps toincrease youth participation were identified as: setting up statutory quotas for young people, lowering
the age of eligibility for parliamentary office and limiting ine numuer of terms that m"embers of parliament
could serve' Parliaments needed to communicate withiyoung people in the places where they were
already present, such as on social media and in univeriities. Politicians rrad to act as role models bybeing authentic and honest towards young citizens.and by opening the way for other vorng people.
Youth councils, youth parliaments and youth organizations should"galvanize more interaction and
cooperation between parliamentarians and young people.

The Forum agreed to enhance its action on youth participation by strengthening partnerships with
international and regional institutions. That action would lnclude carrying out awareness-raising
campaigns and capacity-building activities at the national level, taking t[e lead in the definition of youth
participation targets and further monitoring the level of progress towards greater youth representation inparliament.

lncreasing youth participation in the IPU's work was also on the Forum's agenda. The Forum decided toprepare a proposal on how to ensure greater participation of young mernbJrs of parliament in lpU
delegations. That proposal would be submitted to the governing bJdies for consideration.
Participants had been informed about the revised IPU Strategy for 201T-2021, and had welcomed theinclusion of youth empowerment among its objectives. lt conf-iimed the lpU's place as a teaaer on the
issue of young people in politics. The Forum recommended that youth empowerment be a stand-alone
objective in the revised Strategy. Too often, the issue of youth wis associated with other themes,
whereas it should be considered as an independent area of political work.
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Other events

ring of the Presidents of the Geopolitical Groups

On the morning of 19 March, the lpU president met with the Presidents of the Geopolitical Groups to

discuss the im[lementation of IPU reform and outstanding issues relating to the work of the lPU.

The lpU president informed the Group of the discussions that had already taken place in the Executive

cor*iit"" on tn" revised lpU Strategy. A draft of the revised strategy was then presented in detail by

tl.';,iptlj Secretarv General. The draft under consideration was based on the current IPU Strategy,

"nliir"d 
Eiitu, iarliaments, Stronger Democracies. lt took stock of developments since 2012 and the

,iJ-tl,i, ,"ri"* of 2014, as well Is the outcomes of the Fourth World Conference of Speakers of
parliarnent and of the 2o15 UN Summit that had adopted the SDGs. The Executive committee had

considered that the preliminary draft was a very good basis for the revised Strategy: it was clear and

concise and focused on prioriiy areas of work. The Presidents of the Geopolitical Groups expressed

their appreciation and shared iheir own suggestions and thoughts. lt was agreed that the draft Strategy

would be circulated to all lpU Members, *ith an invitation to submit any suggested input by 15 July'

"iir*i Jifu"ttv to t," Secretariat, or to the respective Groups, which would then submit consolidated

irprt, $m"J on the responses they had-received. A revised text would be prepared by the IPU

Secretbriat, with a view to adopting the final version at the 135th Assembly in October 2016.

The prbsidents of the Geopolitical Groups also considered the issue of the distribution of the posls of

presidents of the lpU Standing Commitiees in light of the various criteria that had been identified at the

previous meeting in October Z-OtS. those criteria were: rotation and gender balance, equitable

distribution of lpU leadership positions among the broader IPU membership, attested experience,

"rpp"+ 
from the parliament oi which the candidate was a member, ability to work in one of the official

lanouabes of the lpU, and a certain national and international prominence. Further to consultations, it

*ri r#""ohat6e dtanding committee on Peace and lnternational security would be chaired by the

G;rpti Lrtin nr"ri"a and Ihe Caribbean, the Standing Committee on Sustainable Development,

Financ€ and Trade would be chaired by the Asia-Pacific Group, and the Standing Committee on

Democracy and Human Rights would be chaired by the African Group. The Presidents confirmed that

they woulj consult their reJpective Groups and put forurard the best possible candidates.

At the end of their meeting, the Presidents discussed the need to further enhance implementation of

ipU J*i"L"sand resoluiions, in particular those relating to the 2030 Agenda. A draft toolkit for

prrl"r].1""tlr*n, on the SDGs had been prepared for the 134tn Assembly. All delegations would be

invited to provide their input and suggestions.

?-. Panel discussion on Leading by exantple on climate change: A lighter carbon

footprint far Parl i aments

The panel discussion, jointly organized by the IPU and the Association of Secretaries General of
parliaments (ASGp), was frltO 6n 23 Maich. lt was moderated by Mr. J. Headley (Expert, Parliamentary

F;;ititib; Mrnagement), and sawthe participation of Ms. M.G.lt/.M. lmenda (Zambia), Mr. R. Plot

iD,;;;6; c;;;ff, tsraeii Knesset), Mi. S. Chayen (Sustainability Coordinator, lsraeli Knesset), and

tr4r. O. Yanar (Finland), as panellists.
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The examined how parliaments and parliamentarians could significantly improve their

and individual environmental performance and set an example of responsible envirorlmental

The panel discussion noted that in some parliaments, positive experience in enhancing

with regard to the use of water, electricitY and paper in parliament already existed. That

in a reduced carbon footprint, a changed organizational culture and long-term financial savings.

It be useful to adoPt a strategY that embraced both a bottom-uP and a top-down approach for

of institutional measures ensuring political will, as well buy-in from the staff

tm carbon-reduction Policies. The importance of making the most of opportunities arising

from and strong political will from leaders was also emphasized. The panel noted that cross-PartY

facilitated enhanced parliamentary influence and oversight over environmental policy,

with regard to conservation. Parliamentarians must lead by example through their own

activities, such AS using public transport, building Public awareness and taking action. Parliamentarians

in bringing the issue of climate change including through socialwere
in their daily interaction with the public.

closer to the peoPle,
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3. Side event on Preventing child and forced marriage: Making . a gtobat heatth goats
a reality for girls

On 20 March, the lPU, WHO and PMNCH jointly organized a side event to discuss what measures
parliaments could take to operationalize the Global Strategy for Women's, Children's and Adolescents,
Health, specifically in relation to the health of teenagers and child, early and foi'ced marriage. Special
attention was paid to the role of parliaments in reviewing legislation and ensuring appropriite
enforcement at the country level within a holistic approach to improving the healih, education, and
socioeconomic status of young women and girls.

Moderated by Dr. l. Askew, Director of the WHO Department of Reproductive Health and Research, the
panelincluded Mr. F. Ndugulile (Tanzania), Chair of the IPU Advisory Group on HIV/AIDS and Maternal,
Newborn and Child Health; Mr. H. Millat (Bangladesh); Ms. p. Locatelli, (ltaiy); Ms. M. Tsehaiu, UNAIDS
country Director in zambia; and Ms. N. simamuna, a Representative or pvrucH.

Ms. N. Luo (Zambia), Minister of Gender and Child Development, outlined what had been done in
Zambia to address the issue of child, early and forced marriage. Comments frorn the floor included
perspectives from European countries where, although rates remained low, ch:ld, early and forced
marriage was practised within certain communities.

The IPU and WHO presented the first findings of their joint study on child, early and forced marriage
legislation in 37 countries in the Asia-Pacific region. The study Jnalysed how key issues were provided
for within different types of legislation, including the minimum age oi rnarriage, the absence of
exceptions to the minimum age, mandatory birth and marriage legislation and spousal consent. The
study also identified the strengths and weaknesses of different types of legislation.

4. Side event on Reducing nuclear threats - the role of parliamentarians
The side event was organized by the IPU and Parliamentarians for Nuclear Non-proliferation and
Disarmament (PNND). lt focused on parliamentary action designed to reverse rising tensions between
nuclear powers and to decrease the risks of nuclear weapons being used accidentJlly, intentionally, by
miscalculation or through unauthorized access. lt was chaired by lVr. R. Tau (South Africa; anA inctuOLO
opening presentations by Ms. L. Rojas (Mexico), tVs. M. Kiener Nellen (Switzerland) and Mr. N. Stott
(lnstitute for Security Studies, South Africa).

Some participants cottsidered that both parliamentarians and the general publi:: should be informed
about the major risks of a nuclear catastrophe, and that it might trJ helpfut'to o, ijanize screenings of the
film The Man Who Saved the World. Others observed that, with sufficient back',ig from parliamentarians
and civil society, the new diplomatic process underway in Geneva for multilaterainuclear disarmament
and the High-Level Meeting of the UN General Assembly on Nuclear Disarmarrren tin 2017-201g could
result in the next multilateral nuclear disarmament agreement. Parliamentarians should support
common security approaches to conflicts between nuclear-armed States, incluciing through the United
Nations and the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, as well as by establishing
additional zones that were free of nuclear weapons.

5. IPU-UI{AIDS fielcl visit by the ltdvisory Group on [-llViAlD,S ani lllaternal, l.Jern.bor-ri
ancl Child Health

Members of the Advisory Group from Bangladesh, Lesotho, Rwanda, Sweden, Switzerland and the
United Kingdom participated in the field visit in the morning of 21 March. Lusaka is one of the 13 cities
in the world that is fasltracking access to HIV treatment, with particular emphasis on the prevention of
mother-to-child transmission (MTCT) of HlV.

The Mayor of Lusaka, Mr. George Nyendaw, accompanied the members to the Chiasa Health Centre,
which was partly funded by the United States President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (pEpFAR).
Ms. M. Tsehiau, UNAIDS Country Director, took the group on a tour of the facility. The clinic provided
family planning services, prenatal care, including HIV testing, and postnatal care, including male
circumcisions. Manuals had also been produced for midwives and community members.

The group then visited the Muhlingile Women's Organization, which helped individuals get tested, obtain
drugs and remain on treatment, and worked to reduce stigma and encourage people toiupport their
neighbours and family members.
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The fi stop on the itinerarY ,ras the Civic Centre' where the Mayor stated his personal commitm to

the scale-uP Programr l, which had been run very successfullY.

1.

The

2.

The
April

The

4.

The

Eltctions and appointments

utive Committer:

ng Council elected the following two new members of the Executive Committee

Benbadis to complete the term of Ms' Z' Drif Bitat (Algeria)' who was no longer an until

2018.
Ahmed to comprete the term of Mr. R.M.K. Ar shariqi (United Arab Emirates),

Ms

IVlr, Jasem
nol an N/lP, until APril 2017

Vi -Presidents of tlrq IPU

Committee elected the following six Vice-Presidents for a one-year term ending in

7:

was

17

Group: Mr. D.E. Ethuro (KenYa)

Group'. Mr A. Jasem Ahmed (United Arab Emirates)

Group'. Mr. S. Suzuki (JaPan)

E Group:Mr K. Kosachev (Russian Federation)

of Latin America and the Caribbean'. N/r. A. Lins (Brazil)

Plus Group'. Mr. I' Liddell-Grainger (United Kingdom)

Presiclent of the Executive Committee

Committee elected one of the IPU Vice-P residents, Mr. l. Liddell-Grainger

Kingd ), as the Vice-President of the Executive Committee for a one-Year term ending

S b-Committee on Finance

Committee aPPointed:

Emirates) for the remai of
Mr.
the
M
lVlr

A. Jasem Ahmed to re -'lace Mr' R't\/'K' Al Shariqi (United Arab

latter's term ending in 
""pril 

20'17'

A. Habibou (Niger) fo' a two-year term ending in March-2018'

p" Li"t (Brazil) ior a tr"ro-year term ending in March 2018'

,r"r"al
in nonr]o

t0.

b-Committee elected lVlr' R' del Picchia (France) as its Chair

5. of Women Parliamentarians

Ms Mensah-Williams (Namibia)

The S

Ms. And16 (France

M

Arab

)

Ms. Al Kharoosi(Oman

2020

H. Al Helaissi (Saudi

Group
F.Adedoyin(Nigeria)waselectedasamemberforafouryeartermendinginMarch202
A.Woldesemayat(Ethiopia)waselectedasamemberforafour-yeartermendingin

M 2020
Arabia) was elected as a member for a four-year term ending in
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' Ms' M. Azer Abdelmalak (Egypt) was elected as a member for a four-year term ending inMarch2020.
' Ms' N' Al Kharoosi (Oman) was elected as a member for a two-year term ending in March 201g.

Asia-Pacific Group
' Ms' s' sirivejchapun (Thailand) was elected as a member for a four-year term ending in March 2020

Eurasia Group
' Ms' L' Gumerova (Russian Federation) was elected as a member for a four-year term ending inMarch 2020.

Group of Latin America and the Caribbean
' Ms' E' Mendoza Fern6ndez (Plurinational State of Bolivia) was elected as a member for a four-yearterrn ending in March 2020.

Twelve Plus Group
' Ms' S' Ataullahjan (Canada) was elected as a member for a four-year term ending in March 2020." Ms. P. Locatelli (ltaly) was elected as a member for a four-year term ending in Mirch 2020.

6. Gender Partnership Group
Mr' D-.E Ethuro (Kenya), Ms. M. Mensah-Williams (Namibia), Mr. Tran Van Hang (Viet Nam) andMs' G' Eldegard (Norway) were appointed to the Gioup. Ms.'Eldegard was electLO Cf,ri, of the Group.

7. cornrnittee on the Flurnan Rights of parriamentarians
The Governing council elected Ms. D. Solorz-ano (Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela) as a Committeemember for a five-year term ending in April 2021.

B. Committee on Micldle East euestions
The Governing Council elected Ms. c. Guittet (France) as a titular member for a four-year term endingin March 2020 and M! 

-!Y. 
Al Muhrizi (United Aiab Emirates) as a substitute member for a four-year termalso ending in March 2020.

9. Gl'oup of Facilitators for Cyprus
The Governing council elected Mr. J. De Matos Rosa (portugal) as a Facilitator.

'i0. conrmittee to Pronrote Respect for lnternational Humanitarian Law
The Governing Council elected tVr. A.C. Duval (Mauritius) for a four-year term ending in March 2020and Ms. M. Haj Hassan osman (sudan) for a four-year term ending in March 2ozo.

11. Board of the Forum of young parliamentarians of the lpu
Mr' S'S' Alremeithi was elected for the Arab Group, to complete the term of tMr. F. Al-Tenaiji (United
Arab Emirates), who was no longer a member of parliameni fo, , on"-year term ending in March 2012and [Vlr' A.U. Damirbek (Kyrgyzstan) was elected ior the Eurasia Group for a one-year term ending inMarch 2017.

12. Bureaux of the Standing Gornmittees
Following elections that took place in the Standing Committees, the following members were elected;

and IS
Ms' L' Rojas (Mexico) was elected as President for a two-year term ending in March 201g, eligiblefor another two-year term as a member.
Mr' D. Pacheco (Portugal) was elected as Vice-President for a two-year term ending in March 201g
Ms' B. Amongi (Uganda)was elected for a two-year term ending in-li/arch 201s, eli;ible for anothertwo-year term.
Mr' K Albakkar (Jordan) was elected for a two-year term ending in March 201g, eligible for another
two-year term.
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and

Ms. S. Tioulong (Cambodia) was elected President for a two-year term ending in March 2018'

Mr. ,A Ciss6 (Mali) was elecied as Vice-President for a two-year term ending in March 2018'

Ms. J. Mhlanga (Zirnbabwe) was elected for a two-year term ending in March 2018, eligible for

another two-year term.
Mr. A. Hussain Adam (Sudan) was elected for a two-year term ending in March 2018, eligible for

another two-Year term.
Ms. Z. Greceanii (Republic of Moldova) was elected for a two-year term ending in March 2018'

eligible for another two-year term.
UJ. L. Cumerova (Russian Federation) was elected for a two-year terrn ending in March 2018,

eligible for another two-year term.

H71sI. f . Lindberg (Sweden) was elected for a two-year term ending in March 2018, eligible for another

two{ear term.

Standirlq Committee on Democracv and Human Riqhts

Mr. P. Wangchuk (Bhutan) was elected for a two-year term ending in tVarch 2018, eligible for

anolher two-vear term.
Mr. f . Lacao (Portugal) was elected for a two-year term ending in March 2018, eligible for another

two:year term.

Standino Committee on United Nations Affairs

- Mr. A -f.t. Al-Mansour (Sudan)was elected
March 2018.

Vice-President for a two-year term ending in

Ms. A.R. Albasti (United Arab Emirates) was elected for a two-year term ending in March 2018,

eliqible for another two-year terrn.
. Mr: h. Romanovich (Ruisian Federation) was elected for a two-year term ending in March 2018,

eligi6le for another two-year term.

13. Rapporteurs to the 135th ancl 136th Assemblies

The Stdndinq Committee on peace and lnternational Security appointed Mr. K. Kosachev (Russian

;;";#;;i ;; M;. ti. Koutra-Koukouma (Cyprus) as cc-Rapporteurs for the subject item Ihe rale of

piriuil"ri i, the prevention of external interference in the internal affairs of sovereign Stafes'

The Sthndinq Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade appointed Ms. G. Cuovas

iM"*;"H ;# fr4". p. frrf 

"f,rian 
(lndia) as co-Rapporteurs for the subject item Promoting enhanced

i;i;;;Jir;;rt ciiperation on tie sDbs, in particular on the financial inclusion of women as a driver of

development.

The Stbndinq Committee on Democracy and Human Rights appointed Ms. S. Lines (Australia, replacing

rr,r.. L.'[rrrix,i"i""J rrrri. rrll- Kitonzo Junibr (Kenya) as co-Rapporteurs for the subject item rhe freedom
';;;*;,)';; 

i;;'rlti:iJp2t" in potiticat processes fitty, safety and without interference: Buitding partnerships

between men and women to achieve this obiective'
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Eight press releases were issued and four press conferences were held in relation to the Third lpU
Global Conference of Young Parliamentarirnr unJt'" 1r"l;;rnbly. About 180 media personnel
were accredited to the Assembly, predominanfly from zambian media.

lnitial media monitoring on the Assembly from limited open-source content on websites showed that a
minimum of about 2,500 online articles and blogs menlioning IPU and the 134th Rssemoty were posted
in a two-week period with 2,000 of them on websites, Faceb-ook and blogs that have more than
4.1 billion unique visitors combined. The articles covered the various themes of the Assembly, as well
as bilaterals between delegations.

Media interviews were carried out by parliamentarians, the IPU President and Secretary General, the
IPU Director of Communications and special guests with broadcasters, newsprp"r" ,ni agencies such
as Associated Press, Associated Press Television News, Reuters, Channel Rtri"r, UN Radio, South
Africa Broadcasting Corporation, Voice of America and many Zambian media oulets.

A live Twitter feed using the #lPU134 hashtag was displayed intermittenfly in the plenary and some
meeting roorns' Social media monitoring between 23February and24 Mirch showed thLre were
7,061 posts using #lPU134 by nearly 2,800 users. These tweets reached nearly 29.5 million accounts
and left 85.6 million impressions. Not only were the figures the highest ever recbrded at lpU, they also
represented a very significant increase in social media outreach fiom previous Assemblies. The
geographic spread of tweets was extensive, with only a few countries ln Africa, Central Asia and Latin
America not engaged.

IPU was mentioned on Twitter through its handle @lPUparliament in 3,850 tweets in the same time
frame, reaching more than 20 million accounts, with the potential of reaching 46.1 million more

.11"?:ilf 391ili th"t".figur99 were the highest ever recorded for an event. The Twitter activity around
the 134" Assembly and the Young lVPs Conference led to about 500 new followers to the
@lPUparliament account in two weeks.

The #youngMPs twitter handle also performed well. There were more than 1,500 posts by 456 users,
reaching nearly 2.8 million accounts and leaving 6.7 million impressions

Flickr was again used to distribute photos of the Assembly to media and the parlicipants.

During the Assembly, three new publications were launched - The Annual Report 2015, Women in
Parliament 2015: The year in perspective and Youth participation in nationat parliamenis 2016.
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(170)

Afg , Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Argenti na, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaija

Bahra Banglad esh, Belarus, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan , Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Bosnia

H na, Botswa na, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Ca

Canad Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo' Costa Rica, C6te d'lvoire, Croatia,

cvp Czech Repu blic, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic Republic of the Co

Denma , Djibouti, Dom inican Republic, Ecuador, EgYPt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Estonia

Ethiopi , Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germa ny, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala,

Guinea Guinea-Bissau, GuYana, Haiti, Honduras, HungarY, lceland , lndia, lndonesia, lran (lslam

Repub of), lraq, lreland, lsrael, ltaly, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan,

Peo Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxem rg

IVIadag , tVlalawi, ttlalaysia, lVlaldives, N/ali, M alta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Micronesia

(Fe States of), [t/ionaco, Mongolia, N/onten egro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nam

Nepal, nds, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria , Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Palau,

P e, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Ph ilippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar,

of Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation , Rwanda, Samoa, San Marino, S Tome

and , SaudiArabia, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, ia,

Somali , South Africa, South Sudan, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, yrian

Arab blic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Th e former Yugoslav RePublic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, T o,

Tonga, rinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United

King , United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, en,

Zambi and Zimbabwe

lVlembers (11)

Parliament, Arab Parliament, Central American Parliament (PARLACEN), East African

Legi Assembly (EALA), EuroPean Parliament, lnterparliamentary Assembly of member nati of

the Co of lndependent States ( IPA CIS), lnter-Parliamentary Committee of the West

African and [Vionetary Union (WAEMU), Latin American Parliament (PARLATINO),

Parl Economic Community of West African Siates (ECOWAS), Parliament of the

African and Monetary CommunitY (CENIAC) and Parliamentary Assembly of the Cou of

Economic
ent of the
Economic
(PACE)

tAt closure of the 134th AssemblY
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Agenda, resolutions fln I other texts
of the 134th Asst,,mbly

1. Election of the president and Vice-presidents of the .134th Assembly

2' Consideration of requests for the inclusion of an emergency item in the Assembly agenda

3. General Debate on Rejuvenating democracy, giving voi.e to youth

4' Terrorism: The need to enhance global cooperation aga st the threat to democracy and
individual rights
(Standing Cornmittee on peace and lnternational Secur, )

5' Ensuring lasting protection against destruction and deteiioration for the tangible and intangible
cultural heritage of humanity
(standing committee on sustainabte Development, Finance and rrade)

6. Reports of the Standing Committees

7 ' Approval of the subject items for the Standing Committee on Peace and lnternational Security
and the Standing Committee on Sustainable bevelopment, Finance and Trade for the'l36th Assembly and appointment of the Rapporteurs

Giving an identity to the 230 million children without a civil status: One of the major challenges ofthe humanitarian crisis in the 2lstcentury
8.
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lOu
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come Document of the General Debate on

venating democracy, giving voice to youth

" 
o * 

?;l ::,,t Z ;',;:,fr'rf;;e 
m b t Y

Rs an iJrternational organization, as national parliaments and as individual representatives of the people'

we are driven by our belief in democracy'

We understand democracy as both a set of values and as a system of institutions that puts those values

r,it" p.#i"i.'r,t ir* ,"t=t flndamentar level, we believe that everyone has the right to be heard, and that

all voicds carr\r equal weight. Our primary responsibility as parliamentarians is to serve the people and

J"tir"r [olicie - and legislition that address their needs and interests.

we understan,-i that there is no single model of democracy. A country's institutions evolve from its

;ffirlp; ni.to y, culture and tradiiions. Equally, we un"-quivocally.reaffirm that the principles of

democfacy are untversal. we reaffirm the core-values of democratic parliaments' Those values are

about:

- seeking to be representative of the country's social and political diversity;

- beino ori3n to our citizens and transpareni in the conduct of parliamentary business;

- 1n"riin, accessibility and accountability to our citizens; and

- qerforn ri' rg our work effectively.

We underline that the practices of democracy must constantly change with the times, so that they reflect

the sodieties that nourish them.

Today, our democracies face key challenges. We are challenged to restore and strengthen public

confiddnce in the institutions of d"ro"r""y. The perception oidisconnect, corruption and inauthenticity

#i"ri,r"". "ril""ti rti"ns and the image of politics and politicians. Voter turnout in elections has

;;d; i;;;;;; ;"r time, especially amons youns people. Barriers to democracv' and the

tendency for any part of the population to turn t[elr Uait<s on our institutions, are a concern to us all'

Statistically, young people aie ieast likely to vote and are increasingly disengaged from formal political

procesPes.

rhis latk of engagement cannot be attributed to apathy. Young peoplg use manyd'Iq:lt platforfns to

engage in denrocracy,iucfr as social media, youth organizations and in some cases' protests and

;;;;rIRather, politicalinstitutions have too oiten failed to open up to young people' our institutions

nrru n!L"pt ub witn irre iast-changing and increasingly interconnected world into which young people

have heen born.

Ir/ore than half of the world today is under 30 years of age. As today's young people become tomorrow's

adult population, we run the risk of failing to ,idt"". their growing disengagement' over time' that

failure threatens to undermine the very legitimacy of our governments and parliaments' We must act

now.

we no[e with satisfaction that in the 2030 Agenda, governments recognize that peace, justice and

ffi;:;Jiil,;;;;; ;."entiat for achievin! tne dListainable Development Goals. we have long iheld

that belief. We can and must do more to enJure that parliaments live up to the core values that vrre have

defined for ourselves. we believe that the 2030 Agenda cannot be achieved without inclusively

harnegsing the power of Lti parts of our societies. 
-Harnessing the dynamism-of young people is a top

orioritr,f as thev will be tn. piir" beneficiaries of the Agenda'i results' The 2030 Agenda for SustAinable

il;;iffi;;;","*'p."rJ"s an opportunity to renew mlmentum for strengthening the institutions of

democracy.

Our rqsponse to rising extremism must be based on more democracy' not less' Radicalism can Only be

defealed if we give yorng people the opportunities they deserve' We must stand firm in our belietfs and

not UJ t"rpteiinto"undJmocratic responses to the challenges facing us.
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It is time to take action for a democratic renaissance. And we can start rejuvenating democracy
today by giving voice to youth. Citizens of all ages have a role to play in rejuvenating democracy. 

-

However, young people- are now the majority of th! world population. They are critical i'hinkur", chinge
makers and bearers of fresh ideas. That is why we are convinced that young peopte are iOealty place-a
to be the key agents of a democratic renaissance. We therefore need to make suie that we give voice to
youth and that we are ready and able to hear that voice.

lncreasing youth participation is a key element of giving voice to youth which will rejuvenate democracy.
We are concerned that only 1.9 per cent of the woitA's parliameniarians are aged under 30. We
recognize that we have a duty to create an enabling environment that guarantLes young people,s
participation and galvanizes their leadership. We acknowledge that no-decision abtut yiuth should be
taken without youth. That is why we pledge to increase youth representation in parliament. And that is
why we need to link up with youth, both formally and informally. We must reach out to them where they
are - on social media platforms, in schools, universities and public spaces. We reaffirm with renewed
vigour our commitment to implement the 2010 IPU resolution Youth participation in the democratic
process by enhancing young people's connection to the world of politics and facilitating their political
representation.

Rejuvenating democracy is about ensuring that everyone is included. Our governments must be
based on the will of the people and be accountable to the people for their actioni. Healthy institutions of
democracy must ensure that power is not concentrated in the hands of the few. lnclusion is necessary
not only to ensure that the rights of people are continuously respected and fulfilled, but also to bring a'll
people closer to political institutions and ensure that we mike better policy.

T.hrough inclusive parliaments, citizens can shape their democracies according to their own
circumstances and better contribute to the make-up of the societies of today 

"id toror.*.
Rejuvenating democracy is also about adapting our partiaments to our time. lt is about rethinking
their processes, so as to respond to evolving social and individual needs. By being gender-sensitive in
their composition, structures and work, our parliaments can adapt better to t 

" 
grJ*Inj evolution of men

and women's roles in society and in the family. Gender-sensitive parliaments hJve greiat benefits, in
particular to young women and men parliamentarians, as no one should sacrifice th"eir personal life to
engage in politics today.

Rejuvenating democracy is about modernizing the functioning of our institutions. Opening up to
new technologies makes it possible to usher in a new era of demolracy 2.0. The exponential increase in
the use of modern technologies and social media, and in access to information has changed the ways
that citizens participate. Our parliaments must open up to the online world in their structures and
mechanisms, so as to adapt to the expanded space and time of modern cor:.:munication, interaction and
participation.

Rejuvenating democracy is about changing the way potitics is done. Citizens righly expect the
highest levels of integrity from us and our institutions. Change will be driven by ctean"potitics,
transparent procedures, and anti-corruption policies and laws. They should be implemented by all of us.
By honestly fulfilling our mandate as representatives of the people, we will contribute to rebuilding the
weakened trust in us and our institutions. We will make our democracies better and stronger if wJ keep
our electoral promises, remain accessible to our citizens, act responsibly, transparenly and
accountably, and inspire young people through our words and actions.

Rejuvenating democracy is also about delivering for a better future. The voices of future
generations need to be included in our political debates and processes. We need to ensure that our
posterity has a better quality of life than we do, and can live a healthy life on a healthy planet. We
therefore need to make sure that our deliberations and decisions em-body the needs of tororro*,"
generations.

At this 134th Assembly, many innovative proposals for strengthening democracy and engaging young
people have been put forward. We encourage governmentJand pailiaments to'experimint with new
ideas that could make the institutions of democracy more responsive to the people.

We pledge to rejuvenate democracy including by taking action to:

' Renew and refresh the profile of people who hold political office, so that parliaments and other
decision-making bodies are more inclusive of society's social and political diversity;
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erroris
inst the

Resolution adopted by consensus- by the 134th tpU Assembty
(Lusaka, 23 March 2016)

The 134th Assembly of the lnter-parliamentary Union,

Recalling the resolutions adopted by the UN General Assembly and Security Council on
combating terrorism, in.qSrtlcgl r Security councilresolutions 1373 (2001),1624 (2005),2129 (2013),
2170 (2014),2178 (2014), 2199 (2015),2253 (2015), General Assembly resotution 60/i88 of 8
September 2006 on the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy and follow-up resolutions, and the UN

9"_"1:,1[r;General's. 
Plan of Action to Prevent Violent Extremlim, as well as lpU resolutions adopted by

,,11J.19' Assemblv (Nysg Dga, Bari, 2007), the 122nd Assembry (Bangkok, 2010) and the
132"" Assembly (Hanoi, 2015), all of which underscore the need ior cooperation in the fight against
terrorism,

Also recalling the resolutions adopted by the UN Security Council on women, peace and
security, in particular resolulion 2242 (2O15) which recognizes "the diiferential impact on the human
rights of women and girls of terrorism and violent extremism" and the use of sexual and gender-based
violence as "a tactic of terrorism", and calls for the increased participation of women in multilateral
processes on counter-terrorism and countering violent extremism,

Reaffirming that its primary objective is to contribute to the maintenance of international
peace and security in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and underscoring thatany
counter-terrorism tneasures taken must be in accordance with that Charter and international law,
international human rights law, and in particular the International Covenant on Civil and political Rights,
international refugee law and international humanitarian law, as applicable,

Ncttirtg the absence of a universally agreed definition of terrorism at the international level,

Considering nevertheless that this gap should not be an obstacle to concerted action by
the international community to combat terrorist activities and organizations, provided that States have at
their disposal national laws containing clear and precise definitions of terrorist acls according to the
definitions in international counter-terrorism conventions and protocols as adopted by the UN Security
Council, and punish those acts,

Also considering that international cooperation in combating terrorism in keeping with UN General
Assembly and Security Council resolutions can only be effective iiparliaments adopt a"series of
legislative and financial measures aimed at preventing terrorism and criminalizing terrorist acts and their
glorification, as well as terrorist propaganda,

Convinced that those measures should also make it possible to prosecute the perpetrators,
accomplices and supporters of terrorist acts, prevent the movement of terrorist fighters, monitor the
activities of persons suspected of terrorist activity and cut off ihe means of financ'ing teirorist
organizations,

Concerned by the possible nexus between terrorism, transnational organized crime and
illicit activities such as documenl fraud, drug trafficking, arms trafficking, human tr#icking, sexual
exploitation' the pillage of historical sites, the sale of antiquities, the lo6ting of nalural res6urces and
money laundering,

Also concerned by the growing use of informalion and communication technologies (lCTs),
including the lnternet and social networks by terrorist organizations to exchange information, plan and 

'

carry out attacks and spread their propaganda,

The delegation of lndia expressed a reservation on the expression "right to a private life',
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lJnderscoring the need to take measures aimed at eliminating conditions that are

conducive to the spread of terrorism, some of which take root within society, such as-poverty, scarce

basic services, gender discrimination, social inequality and exclusion, and a sense of injustice, which

provide terrorisiorganizations with a fertile breeding ground for recruitment, especially among young

people,

Also underscoring that the status of children must always, and in particular in the context of

terrorism, be taken into accou-nt and considered from the angle of the development and the rights of the

"nito, 
u$ set forth in the UN Convention on the Rights of the child,

Consideringthat the implementation of social and educational measures likely to prevent

the emergence of extreilist behaviours that can lead individuals towards terrorism - or put an end to

such behZviours - is indispensable in the fight against terrorism,

Concernedthat individuals who have been listed globally as terrorists by-the United

Nations are not being prosecuted by UN Member States and are still moving around freely,

1. Calls uponindividuals to refrain from using religion, religious heritage and culture to commit

terrorisi acts, as this fuels religious and cultural prejudice;

cal/s for the establishment of cultural dialogue aimed at preventing extremism and

combating terrorism, which would seek to reach a meeting of minds between different

cultures based on intellectual and cultural insights, and to ensure coordinated global efforts

to combat extremism and terrorism;

Atso caltsfor the spreading of tolerance and moderation and underscores the need fOr

i"giirutiu" and executiv" 
"-"tion" 

to combat hatred, against ethnicand religious minorities in

all countries, and to provide the necessary protectionfor places of worship, as well a$ due

respect for holy books and religious symbols;

Emphasizesthe absolute need for enhanced international cooperation and the promotion

of inter-parliamentary information exchange, in order to effectively tackle terrorism and

dismantle terrorist networks;

lJrges parliaments to adopt measures to prevent the commission, planning and funding of

,n! tina of terrorist act against any State, irrespective of motives;

calts for the funding of education programmes, as well as community and civil society

initiutir"= - in partiJular those benefiting youth and women's empowerment - that are

designed to avoid the development of exiremist behaviour that could lead individuals to

take"part in terrorist acts and that are also designed to help build a culture of toleranqe and

peace in our societies;

Also cattsfor the funding of what are known as counter-narrative campaigns, designed to

counteract the propagaida of terrorist organizations, including on social networks and the

lnternet as weli as in schools and religious institutions;

strongty urges parliaments to require providers to be responsible in their approach to the

targe;t comhunication platform of our era, to facilitate notice-and-takedown procedu'res' to

pr;; ;, patently criminal content to law enforcement agencies when that is appropriate,

and after an examination of the legal issues based on the criteria of the rule of law, thus

allowing effective criminal prosecution;

Also urges parliaments to exchange good practices, and legal and technical knowledge,

both pr[-emptively in order to fighl aiainst the radicalization of cedain individuals within the

[opuirtion, and reactively to eniure that individuals are de-radicalized;

Recommends that criminal legislation relating to terrorist acts or activities are clearly and

precisely drafted to ensure that legal proceedings and international coordination in the fight

against terrorism are effective , an"d high1ghfs thlt fundamental rights and the principles of

fa']r criminal proceedings on the basis-of iu" ptoc""t must be guaranteed' particularly with

;ar;J t; freedom of m"ovement, freedom of conscience and religion, protection from

,r[itrury arrest, the right to a private life and the right to be presumed innocent:

2.

3
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Also recommends that criminal legislation regarding terrorist acts be lpplied to minors in a
manner which accounts for their capacity for rehabilitation, particulariy with respect to
sentencing;

Requests padiaments to criminalize not only acts of terrorism, as deiined by UN Security
Council resolutions, but also the planning both to commit such acts ernd to assist or
facilitate, whether by act or omission, the commission of such acts, and also to bring into
their legislation an obligation to either prosecute or extradite for prosecution individuals
charged with terrorist acts or activities;

Considers it essential to also criminalize the recruitment and training of terrorists and their
supporters as well as lhe incitement to commit acts of terrorism, particularlythrough rallies,
virtual social networks or more generally through the use of the lnternet, wfrile als6
ensuring that any measures taken are proportional to the threat, taking particular account
of any attempts to impair freedom of expression and human rights;

Requesfs parliaments to criminalize the intentional development, mairtenance or hosting of
websites which have been identified as terrorist sites and which, dire ily or indirectly,
inlentionally support terrorist activities, as well as to criminalize the ir ;ntional downioading
of.documents or programmes of a terrorist nature with the aim of con nitting terrorist
crimes;

Also requesls parliaments to criminalize the act of travelling abroad, or attempting to do so,
in order to commit or assist in comrnitting a terrorist act, to-participate in, provideLr receive
terrorism-related training, to facilitate the movement of terrorist fighters, to recruit terrorist
fighters or to train or assist in training terrorists;

Strongly recommends that legal measures be identified to stop social benefits for
individuals who have gone abroad to support or become terrorist fighters;

Reguests parliaments to authorize the competent authorities responsible for the
prevention, detection, investigation or prosecution of terrorist offences or serious crimes to
collect data about airline passengers before they travel, and to place an obligation on
airlines and travel agents to provide, in advance and in electronic format, inf6rmation about
passengers and their travel documentation;

Also requests parliaments to allow the administrative authorities to confiscate the travel
documents of terrorist fighters (by temporarily withdrawing, suspendiirc; or confis"rtinj tn"i1.
passports or travel documents, including for minors) or to allow any nreasure that ena-bles
their travel arrangements to be cancelled as a matter of urgency;

Further requesfs that parliaments authorize measures for their State's electronic national
security system to be connecled to l-2417, the global police communications system, and to
the databases of the lnternational Criminal Police Organization (INTERpOL), and aliocate
the necessary funds to do so;

Calls on parliaments to review their legislation in order to prevent any financial aid or
gupport from being provided to terrorist fighters and to criminalize the financing of
terrorism;

Recommends in that regard that legal provision be made for the possibility, first, to rapidly
freeze assets and bank accounts used or intended to be used byterroristi, their
accomplices or supporters; second, to prohibit the transfer or raising of funds which are
intended to directly or indirectly assist terrorist fighters, their accom[lices or supporters or
by terrorist organizations; and third, to facilitate information exchange on financial
transactions and movements of funds between states, including through exchange
protocols established either by recognized international organizltions such as truleRpOL
or through bilateral agreements;

Noles the need to provide States with the financial, human and legal resources to enable
relevant authorities to place under surveillance terrorist organizati6ns and persons who
might commit or suppod terrorist acts, in order to bring to justice terrorist fighters, their
accomplices or supporters, or to arrest them before thly tike action;
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Ensuring lasting protection against destruction and
deterioration for the tangibre and intangible

cultural heritage of humanity
Resolution adopted unanimously by the 134,n tpLt Assembty

(Lusaka, 23 March 2016)

The 'l34th Assembly of the lnter-parliamentary Union,

Recalling that several UNESCO Conventions already provide an international legal
framework for the protection of heritage,

Also recallin.g.the working paper on "Ensuring lasting proteclion against destruction anddeterioration for the tangible and intangible cultural heritale of hu-manity", whici highlights the need forfurther mechanisms to protect this legacy, and which alsJmentions thsnine main ihaiienges referred tobelow, 1

A,rmed conflict and terrorism

Noting lhal, in situations of armed conflict, there is an almost systematic destruction ofcultural heritage, whether as collateral damage or intentional destruction,

Recalling that the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armedconflict (the 1954 Hague convention) and its two Protocols already provide for ihe protection of culturalproperty in the event of armed conflict and are an integral part of international humanitarian law,

- Regretting that too few States have ratified those instruments, particularly the SecondProtocol, which includes provisions in particular for preventive measures to protect cultural heritage andto enhance that protection,

Strongly condemning all acts of intentional destruction of cultural heritage, and recalling
that Article 8.2 of the Rome Statute of the lnternational Criminal Court defines such iestruction, undercertain circumstances, as a war crime, while Article 15 of the Second protocol to the 1g54 HagueConvention considers it an offence,

Looting, illicit trafficking and funding terrorism

Recalling that looting and illicit trafficking of cultural items are widespread in countries
where there is a rich archaeological heritage and where there is either a weak legal anJ institutionalframework or where these activities are co-nsidered a significant source of incom6, and emphasizing lheimportance of international parliamentary cooperation to combat theft, smuggling and trade in culturalheritage, as well as the funding of terrorism, and the need to enact appropriate laws prohibiting such
acts,

Also recalling that United Nations Security Council resolution 21gg (201s), as well as otherrelevant Security Council and IPU resolutions, establish a direct link between ittiiit trafiicking of culturalitems and the funding of terrorism,

Underscoring the need to ensure that there is a mechanism in place to adequately protect
underwater cultural heritage against intensive and systematic looting premised on the logic that thosewho first discover underwater heritage automatically beco.e its owner,

Mass tourism

Convinced that cultural heritage constitutes a unique tourist attraction and that mass
tourism can be both promising for economic development and damaging for our heritage,

Emphasizing the need to evaluate cultural heritage assets against sustainable
development evaluation standards,
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Notingthat mass tourism can have adverse impacts on parts of our heritage that are ill-

suited to deal with such large numbers of visitors,

Recatlingthat tourists have a duty to maintain and preserve our common heritage' which

should help to create"visiting conditions that allow each and every one to respect that heritage and at

the same iime avoid using it inappropriately or untowardly'

Atso recalling that the necessary balance between encouraging tourism.and preserving

cultural rl,"ritrg"ir;onrv"Uu struck by ensuring the development of "sustainable tourism and

conservation Practices,"

Populatlon growth and urbanization

Notingthat population growth and concentration lead to urbanization policies that are likely

to seriously damage heritage and its surrounding environment'

consideringthat spatial planning must be integrated into a sustainable and balanced

develoortnent approach that reconciles socioJconomic deve-lopment, in particular regarding tourism' and

tn" 
"on#rration 

and protection of historical and natural heritage,

Enhancing awareness

Recognizingthe importance of raising awareness from an early age among individuals and

commurlities ,[Lri tt " 
iirportance of preserving Jur cultural heritage, so as to trigger a process of

assuming responsibiliiy tor prevention of deterioration and destruction that jeopardize our cultural

heritage,

Also recognizing the value of developing scientific research and postgraduate studies in

the field pf urban f,"ritJg", 
"6 

as to train national 
"ud'..u" 

and create a comprehensive database of urban

H.. i#l'#'"n *"rii fi"tude a[ retated data and studies, along with efforts to educate the public and

raise lwareness of urban heritage, its importance and need for its development,

Conseryation of heritage

/nsist,tg on the imperative that must prevail in the choice of restoration techniques and

materials used, as well as the qualification and training of persons entrusted with underlaking such

work, so as to prevent any restoration company from 
"ar.ing 

irreversible damage to heritage or w6rks

of art,

Consideringthe positive role that the conservation and restoration of heritage can play in

fostering nations' unOerltanOing of their history and identity and, through recognition of humanity's

common herltage, mutual respect among puofit"r and recognition of the diversity and equal dignity of

the world's cultures,

GlobaliJation

Also considering lhalone of the effects of globalization is the standardization and

homogefrizail;;i;ii facets"of herttage, which particularly threatens the safeguarding of intangible

cultural heritage,

Ctimate change and Pollution

Recognizingthat climate change, natural disasters.and man-made disasters can have a

negativJ impact oi trngi-UI", intangible and underwater cultural heritage,

consideringthat strengthening efforts deployed to protect and conserve humanity's natural

and cultliral heritage i" irtt of 6,u tirgets.o-f the Sustaina-ble Development Goals' to be achieved by

2030 (SpGs target 1 r.i) aaoptea Oy irre Member States of the United Nations (UN) in 201 5' and

;;;;";ir;1i; i,irn to implement what was agreed at the UN Climate change conference in Paris'

Nominations for the World Heritage List

Recattingthat greater protection can be provided to items declared and listed as national

heritage, and that Stites should be made aware of that fact'

lnter-Parliamenta Union - a, resolutions and other texts of the 134th AssemblY

37



lnter-Parliamentary Union - Agenda, resolutions and other texts of the 134th Assembly

Underscoring the need to protect heritage as a whole, whether listed or not, against
common threats,

Recognizing the importance of cultural heritage as a strategic resource to ensure
sustainable developmenl, and convinced that efforts aimed at safeguard-ing cultural heritage should be
fully integrated into development plans, policies and programmes at all levels,

Welcoming.the work already done in response to those threats by UNESCO as well as by
all international, national and local bodies and organizations as well as naturai and legal persons
working in the field of cultural heritage,

Recalling that, in order to avoid duplication, all the legal instruments relating to heritage
should constitute a coherent whole rather than merely exisl in parrtt"t,

Considering that parliaments have important powers to lead, legislate and oversee
government action in order to enable the recommendations below to be effeltively implemented,

Armed conflict and terrorism
1. Urges States 1o become party to and incorporate into their national legal framework the

1954 Hague Convention and its two protocols as applicable;

2 Encourages parliaments to adopt comprehensive regulations that provide for measures to
protect cultural property in cases of armed conflict, disaster or emergency situation;

3. Requesfs parliaments to ensure that all parties to armed conflict respect cultural property in
accordance with the rules of international humanitarian law and the iegal framework
established by conventions governing cultural matters that they have Ltified;

4. Recommends the establishment of mechanisms needed to systematically prosecute the
perpetrators of acts of destruction of cultural heritage and a/so recommends that intentional
acts of destruction should be defined as a war crime, according to Article g.2 of the Rome
Statute and in line with United Nations Security Council resolut]on 2199, and similarly the
Geneva conventions and their Additional protocols, as applicable;

5. Emphasizes in this regard the importance of developing a framework for cooperation with
international criminal justice bodies and of facilitating thL development of inter-State judicial
cooperation procedures, which is essential for the prosecution of the perpetrators of the
most serious crimes;

6. Encourages parliaments to advocate for greater efforts to be made in training staff at
museums and other institutions in which cultural heritage is kept so that, in tihes of war,
natural disaster or major emergency, they are able to d'etermine the priorities and
modalities for protecting and keeping it safe as a matter of urgency;

7. lnvites parliaments to legislate in order to anticipate situations of potential armed conflict,
by establishing an inventory and an emergency plan for the storage or evacuation of
tangible heritage and for the protection of built heritage;

8. Proposes to include the protection of cultural and historical sites in multilateral
peacekeepin g operations;

Looting, illicit trafficking and funding terrorism
9. Calls upon States to become party to the 1970 UNESCO Convention2, the Convention on

the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage (2001), and the UNIDROIT Convention
(1995) and lo transpose the provisions of these instruments into the national legal
framework;

10. Recommends that parliaments ensure that States keep an inventory of all significant
heritage in the broadest sense, to record the entire inventory on miirofich" ,'nd/ot
CD-ROM and to keep several secure copies;

Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the lllicit lmport, Export and Transfer of ownership of
Cultural Property (1 970).
uNlDRolr convention on Stolen or lllegally Exported cultural objects (1995).
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11. Also recommends that, on the basis of the inventory, that conditions be created to ensure

that regular studies are conducted and that complaints of looting can be followed up;

12. lnvites parliaments to establish a national body to combat trafficking in cultural property

whose mandate would extend to looting withincountries'nationalborders and on the high

SEAS;

13. Requesfs each parliament to ensure that records are established for professional art

dealers, which should indicate the origin of the items they purchase;

14. strongty urges parliaments to recommend that all necessary efforts, including the

establishment of special police and customs units be made to combat the theft of and

suppress illicit trafficking in cultural property;

15. Encourages parliaments to support all bilateral or international cooperation initiatives in

collaboralion with lnterpol and the World Customs Organization;

16. Also encourages parliaments to advocate for the effective implementation of United

Nations Security Council resolution 2199, which establishes linkages between the illicit

trafficking of cultural objects and the funding of terrorism;

17. tnvitesparliaments to adopt legislation or administrative mechanisms consistent with the

;;;;ii; t;;i entiled "Baslc Actions Concerning Cultural objects Beins offered for Sale

Over the lrt"rn"ii olueloped by UNESCO with lnterpol and the lnternational Council of

Museums,

Recommends that parliaments, especially those of importing countries, advocate for a

monitoring system io be established, which would relate to the movement of cultural

property andwhich would include a system of export certificates, without which it would

constitute a criminal offence for cultural property io be moved out of a country of origin or

moved into another countrY;

Also recommends that urgent measures be adopted to prohibit imports when the heritage

of a State party is seriousiy threatened by intense looting of archaeological and

ethnological materials;

1B

19.

Mass tourism

20. lnvitesparliaments to take appropriate action in order to establish a system to regulate the

numbers of tourists, using a d'aily visitor quota with time.slots, after first having determined

the cultural heritage to which such a system shoulcl apply;

2l . Encouraqesthe more systematic establishment of protection perimeters to prevent

I ;;;;;"";;iiong t"rrn"oamage to the country's physical, cutturatand environmental

heritage;

22. Requesfs parliaments to consider the possibility of limiting the number of people visiting

national museums and the most frequenfly visiied sites, so as to both protect heritage and

maintain the qualitY of visits;

23. lnvites parliaments to engage in consultations with museum authorities and other

authorities in cnarge of cittlrat heritage in order to ensure that they are not only pursuing

economicgoals,butalsodoingalltheycantoensurethequalityofvisits,theprotectionof
objects ,nL*rt"n"ss of the cultural heritage on exhibit;

?4. Also invites parliaments to establish policy and guidelines for sustainable tourism

development, which will also look into theissuetf tourist guards/police among others and'

in particular, language training;

Population growth and urbanization

25 Further invitesparliaments to insist that impact assessments be systematically carried out

f"' ;J"; ,".r""ti* countries wherever projects alter the environment that surrounds cultural

;;i;;"-ri,iil;;;i tesistative provisions aimed at establishing a protective perimoter

around the most strikingimonuments and the creation of protected zones in

neighbourhoods that stind out for their historical or esthetical character;
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26' Endeavours to ensure respect for and.enhanced rec:ognition of cultural heritage in society,
in respective educational systems and policies;

Enhancing awareness

27 ' Strongly recommends that awareness-raising efforts be made in relation to the respect forand protection of heritage in school curriculalnd miliiary training programmes;
28' lnvites parliaments to promote public awareness-raising events, such as heritage days,

and to encourage^all public and private initiatives that fJrm part of the lnternatio-nal Day forMonuments and sites dedicated to world Heritage on 1g Aprir;
29' Encourages parliaments to draft and adopt national information plans on historical heritage,including training and information activities;

30' lnvites parliaments to promote citizen participation in the process of managing heritage inline with the strategy of the Council of Europe Framework Convention on tie Vatue ofCultural Heritage for Society (the Faro Convention);

31' Requests that parliaments insist on the implementation of preventive and protective
measures when heritage is in danger in parallel with measures aimed at restoring and/orrepairing of cultural property; i

32' lnvites parliaments to ensure that background information is made available to citizens ontangible, intangible and underwater cultural heritage located in their countries;

Conservation of heritage
33' Encourages parliaments to do everything possible to foster and organize high-level training

on the conservation and protection of cuitural heritage in all its forms, and fJcilitate
capacity-bulldin g activities for their safeguarding ;

34' Also encourages parliaments to promote the regular maintenance of the heritage of theircountry;

35 Further encourages States to adopt legislation to protect historical monuments and the
most striking buildings from a historical or architectural point of view; ur"h l"gLlution wouldmake their demolition, displacement or restoration sr-rbject to authorization Olitfre
authorities responsible for the protection of historical nionuments; it would also ensure thatthe overall management of the work is entrusted to certified professionals based on theirskills; it would authorize the administrative authority to oblige the property o*n"i loundertake the necessary work in order to conserve the mo"nument, in exchange for theState's participation in the restoration costs;

36' Calls upon parliaments to foster the development of training for technicians and experts inthe conservation and restoration of tangible and intangible 
"assets 

that make up culturalheritage, as well as to promote programmes, scholarsiips and international forums for theexchange of knowledge and discussion on topical issues related to cultural r,eritage;
37 ' Also calls upon parliaments to ensure that, where large-scale restoration projects occur,

they receive automatic support from networks of national and international e;;;;s,
including governmental organizations, educational and research institutions, and theprivate sector, so that an assessment can be made of best techniques to Oe useO;

Climate change and pollution

38' Recommends that consultations with experts take place, including with specialisls in
cultural heritage and traditional construction techniques, in order io plan ior ctimaie change
and its effects on cultural heritage, as well as to inciude traditional knowledge anJ-
techniques in conservation plans;

39 Also recommends that parliaments do the needful to ensure that consultations on the
impacl of climate change.on cultural property also take into account external factors linkedto lifestyle, such as pollution, which compound the primary impacts and thus cannot be
disregarded;

40' Encourages the establlshment both of national listed heritage assessments and of potential
climate-change-related risks in order to take measures to liirit them;
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all over the world so as to PreventCalls forenhanced awareness-raising activities

environmental practices in order to mitigate the

heritage;

minatio:-ls for world heritage lists

effects of climate change and protect

Encourages efforts to raise the awareness of the authorities of each country about

ntial interests of registering elements of cultura I heritage located inside their

e UNESCO World Heritage List and therefore include, in their Tentative Lists, th

names of those ProPerties which
outstanding universal value;

they consider to be cultural and/or natural heritage

Urges parliaments to do everYthing possible to assess whether, in accordance with

Second Protocol to the 1954 Hague Convention , certain segments of heritage sho

benefit from higher levels of protection;

Sfro ly urges States to become PartY to the UNESCO Convention for the Safegu ing of

the I :ngible Cu Itural Heritage (2003) as well as the Convention on the Protection a

Pro, ,tion of the DiversitY of Cultural ExPressio ns (2005) to fully comPlement the of the

inter rtional standard-setti ng instruments dedicated to the safeguarding of cultural

and , rversity;

Re c,- ). n mends that Parliaments encourage their governments to support other cou by

them, where necessary , with assistance in training in and awareness-ra

aboir ihe imPortan ce of conserving cultural proPertY, what steps to take with regard

UNE ICO and exchange of good practices related to the protection of cultural Pro

Also ,t':commends that Pa rliaments remind their governments that registering

property on the UNESCO List should be motivated by objective criteria and be li to

those assets that Present a real and universal heritage interest, without anY concern the

geograph ical balance of ProPerties between countries or continents or Political

considerations , without which this Li st would risk becom ing endless and would lose

initial purpose.
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Giving an identity to the 230 million children r,nithout a civil status:
one of tlre tnajor challenges of the hunranitarian crisis in the 21'' ceriiury

Results of the roll-call vote on the request of the detegations of France and
Uruguay for the inclusion of an emergency item

Results
938 Total of affirmative and negative votes57 Two{hirds majority
206

Affirmative votes ........
Negative votes...
Abstentions........

995
663

Country Yes No Abst. Country Yes No Abst. Country Yes No Ahcf
Afghanistan Absent Haiti 11 Poland 15Albania Absent Hunoary 4'1. 13Alqeria 15 lceland 10 Qatar 4 4Andorra '10 lndia 10 Republic of Korea AbsentAngola 12 lndonesia Absent Romania '10
Australia 14 lran (lslamic

Republic of)
tt, Russian

Federation
20Austria 12

Bahrain '10 lsrael tz Rwanda 12Banqladesh 20 Italy 17 San Marino AbsentBelarus Absent Japan 20 Sao Tome and
Prhcipe

5 E

13 Jordan 12
10 Kenya 15 Saudi Arabia 14Bhutan Absent Kuwait 7 4 Seneqal 10

Bolivia 12 Latvia 11 Serbia 10Botswana 11

Absent
Lebanon Absent Sevqhelles 10Brazil Lesotho 11 Sierra Leone AbsentBulgaria Absent L!bya 10 5 AbsentBurkina Faso Absent Liechtenstein Absent SI Absent

Burundi Absent Lithuania 11 South Africa 17Cambodia '13 Luxembouro Absent Spain 15Cameroon 13 Madagascar 14 Sri Lanka
Canada 15 I\rlalawi Absent Sudan 15

13 Malaysia Absent Suriname 10
China 23 Maldives Absent Sweden 12
Comoros 10 l\4ali 1a Switzerland tz
C0te d'lvoire 13 Malta Absent Thailand 1B
Cuba IJ Mauritania 10 Timor-Leste 11

10 [\4auritius o Togo Absent
_lQzech Republic IJ Mexico 20 Tunisia

DR of the Conoo 10 7 Micronesia
(Fed. States of)

Absent 11 7DPR of Korea Absent nda 13Denmark 12 l/onaco Absent Ukraine AbsentEqvpt 15 4 lVlorocco 15 United Arab
Emirates

11Equatorial Guinea 10 Mozambique IJ
Estonia 11 Namibia 11 United Kingdom 1B

19 Nepal Absent United Republic of
Tanzania

10
Absent Netherlands 13

Finland 12 New Zealand 11 Uruguay 11
France to Nigeria 10 Venezuela '15

11 Norway Absent Viet Nam '19
19 Oman 11 Zambia 13Ghana Absent Pakistan 21 Zimbabwe 13

Guinea Absent Palestine 11
Guinea-Bissau 11 Panama '10

N'B' This list does not include delegations present at the session which were not entiled to vote pursuant to theprovisions of Article 5.2 of the Statutes.
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Results of the roll-call vote on the request of the delegation of sudan

for the inclusion of an emergency item

Results
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v
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Giving an identit\r t(r the 230 rnillior"l cliitclren uvithoui: a clvil s,rart*s: Onrr
";f fhe major challerrcres oi th* humar"litarrian crisis in the 21=i;;;;,ril'

Resorution adopted unanimousry by the 134th pu Assembty
(Lusaka, 23 March 20.t6)

The 134th Assembly of the lnter_parliamentary Union,

Alarmed by the existence, according to UNICEF estimates, of more than 230 millionchildren under five years of age without a legal iJentity u""rr* ir,"y werg not registered at birlh and bythe fact that one in every seven children registered in ihe world does not have , di.tn certificate attestingto his/her legal identity,

observing that without a civil status, these children are severely hampered throughout theirIives (unable to go to s.chool, vote, marry, receive welfare benefits, inherit, etc.) and fall victim totrafficking (illegal adoption, prostitution ind criminal networks), wrricrr is further exacerbated in situationsof humanitarian crisis,

considering that having a reliable, comprehensive and lasting civil registry is a necessaryprerequisite for drawing up credible electoral lists and, u" , 
"on""qrence, 

the legitimacy of electoralprocesses,

Concerned about the "black holes" in statistics caused by the absence of registration ofthese children, which disrupts the planning and the managementtf public services for children,
Recalling different provisions and instruments under international law, in particular:

- Article 24, paragraph 2, of the lnternational Covenant on Civiland political Rights adoptedon 16 December 1966 by the UN General Assernbly,

- Arlicle T,.paragraph 1 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted by the UNGeneral Assenrbly on 20 November 19g9,

- Goal 16 of the Sustainable Development Goals, which the lpU fully supports, includingtarget 16.9, "By 2030, provide legal identity for all, including birth ,"gi;i;Itio;,,
- the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Protocols, especially the Fourth Conventionrelative to the protection of civilian persons in Time of war,
- the 1977 Protocol relating to the Protection of Victims of lnternational Armed Conflicts,

Also alarmed by the tremendous impact of humanitarian crises, particularly in situations ofconflict, on the most vurnerable groups, especiariy women and chirdren,

convinced of the absolute need to fully meet the needs of those children in terms of assistanceand protection through the mandates of peaiemaking, peacereeping and peacebuilding operations,

1 ' Calls on p-arliaments to request their governments to put in place measures to informparents of the need to register children at birth and remove allbarriers to the registration ofchildren in registry offices regardless of nationality, race, ethnicity, language, religion orsocial status;

2' Requesls parliaments to adopt laws to ensure the issuance of birth certificates free ofcharge or, at reast, to reduce to a minimum the cost of birth registration;
3' calls for registry offices to be set u.p. as close as possible to homes by distributing thernthroughout the country with as a wide coverage as possible;

4' Recommends that parliaments take measures to allow women to register births;
5' Calls for support for the implementation of applications for mobile devices that allowauthorized persons (e.g. midwives, village leaders and school principals)to register births;
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lnvitesparliamentstopromotecampaignsonregularizingthe.statusofchildren
i"griidlntity through [ring public heaiings that move from village to village;

a
6

7 calls on parliaments ensure adequate fund.ing for civil registry, including moving

the digitization of registration where possible;

in particular Parties to armed conflict to resPect schools and hosPitals and to P e

unrestricted access for hum anitarian assistance and to give humanitarian Personnel Ithe

facilities requ ired to carrY out their work;

o Calls on governments and parties to conflict to meet their obligations in conformity

international law' including international human rights law and international hu

law, in pa rticular the obligations set forlh in the 1949 Geneva Conventions and their

Additional Protocols of 1977 and 2005;

StronglyurgesthelPUtocommittomonitoringdevelopmentsonthisissue.

Urges

1
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Presidential Statement
Endorsed by the 174th pU Assembly

(Lusaka,23 March 2016)

we' Member Parliaments of the lnter-Parlia.mentary Union, utterly condemn the terrorist attack today inBrussels' once again, many innocent lives have been lost and 
""or", 

of people have been wounded.This wanton act of violence is unconscionable.

what has happened today is another brutalassault on democracy and core human values. we conveyour deepest condolences to the families of the victims, uno 
"*pr"s" 

our solidarity with the people andauthorities of Belgium.

W9 qre gravely concerned by the escalation in acts of violent extremism which have killed more than140,000 people since 2001.

we call for urgent action to counter the growing.number of people being drawn towards such cowardlyand despicable acts and for all political leaders to work together to find 
"effective 

means of safeguardingthe lives of their citizens.

IPU also urges all community leaders to clearly and actively engage with their follow ;-s in order topromote peace, democratic engagement, and respect for huma"n li"if". R""orr"e to ali orms of violencemust be condemned outright. Alternative and peaceful means oifolitical expression irrt o" found.
We at IPU pledge to do our utmost to better engage all groups in society in our sociar and politicalprocesses' We will work to make our parliaments mor" iepresentative so that all voices and concernsare addressed in the one institution where political differences can be resolveJthrough J.cr""ion andnegotiation.

Tomorrow, this Assembly.will be adopting a resolution on the need to enhance global cooperation onterrorism in order to counter the threat to democracy and individual rights. The a'ttack today hasunderlined in the most tragic way possrble the critical relevance and timeliness of this resolution. wemusl all make sure that after leaving Lusaka, we take resolute and effective action to counter this globalmenace by following up on commitments made here.
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lommittee on
ran Rights

loted hy the 134th tPtJ AssemblY
(Lusaka,23 March 2016)

sr.-t.y of the debate The freedom of women to participate in potitical processes fully' safely

and without inter-ference: Buitdirtg partnerships between men and women to achieve this

objecti{e.

on Tuesday , 21 March2016, the Standing committee on Democracy and Human Rights held an

interactive debate on the freedom of women to participate in political processes.and how genuine

partnership between *o*"n and nten could contribute to that objective' The debate was a preparatory

step towards a resolution that wout I be adopied on that subject it the '135tn IPU Assembly' The debate

was launched by an introductory p ,sentation on the latest findings of the IPU on women's participation

in parliaments, tottoweJ ny ; qr;; n and.answer session with five panellists' The panellists were the

resolutiqn's co-Rapporteuir, tvt.. S l-ines (Australia) and Mr. M'.Kilonzo Junior (Kenya)' as well as

iVr. r.L'ir"r,i""-b"Iit[lCrraOa), rrl, M.. Azer Abdelmalak (Eovpt) and Mr' J' Zangpo (Bhutan)' The

session was chaired dV Hrft. n.'king (New Zealand),Acting President of the Committee'

particippnts addressed the obstacles to women's participation in politics and called for a paradigm shift

within pBrliaments, political parties and society ,i irig"r biscriminatory stereotypes and patriarchal

;;it;r""Gr; siill a'predominant feature in many corritrie". social norms and traditional roles were

frequently invoked to suggest that politics was not a good career option for women' Political parlies

were concerned about whether seats were winnable with women candidates' and male politicians

worried about losing u""u"" to elected positions. Reconciling family and political life was difficult and

could make a political career less attractive to women. WomLn in politics were often the target of abuse

on social media.

Quotas had had a determining effect in increasing the number of women in parliament in many

countries. euotas were only effective *n"n ir,'"y iere adeq.uately designed and implemented, and when

there were strong incentives for political parties to respect them' Quotas and laws alone could not

change a cullure. Yet the increasecl pr"."n"" of *orLn in parliament was providing more role mOdels

f". V,r-,-S women interestea in poliiics and was contributing to changing mentalities'

particifants proposed many avenLras for expanding women's political participation' Education wa$ a

vital firdt step to challenging stereotypes uni Ji""tli'',ination. Parliaments and parties were increasingly

aiming for parity Oetwlelr rien ancl *on,'.un in elected positions'. Political parties needed to commil to

gender equality, inctuJlng in teaaersrrip roles. Fadies also needed to demonstrate those commitments

throuoH their actions. if,Et" were signs that young party members and political activists were mone

;;ffiJbi;l;;;";"; "qrulity; 
they ieeded tb be encourased and mentored'

Financial support for women candiclates and for women parliamentarians to travel with their young

childrer+.r would lower some of the barriers to a political career' cross-party agreement that women

should be members of parliamentary committees in all policy areas, including "hard" areas such as

J"i"n"" and public finances, would help to change the current imbalance.

Penaltips must be imposed again-st all attempts to intimidate women' whether in parliament' in their

constitrJency or on social med-ia. Parliaments needed to ensure a zero-tolerance culture towards

violenoe, harassment and the intimidation of women by, for example' adopting a code of conduct or a

policy on sexual narassment. women parliamentarians were already starting to speak out about

in"triri", of harassmlnt, anO should be encouraged to do so without fear or shame'

For mdny years, the onus to work for gender equality had been placed on women alone' "Women

should vote for women" was an often-repeated phrase. Young women had been told that they could do

]ffii,#, ;ri*',i'n"rir"v accompanyin.g "uppi; 
from men' Gradually, the conceptual framework was

shiftinj towards a genuine partnership between men and women that favoured gender equality' Men

had to come forward and be vocal advocates for gender equality as well as women' lt was noted that

this was still a new idea in many countries, but it was happening, and it was the future'
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Report on the interactive debate open Parliaments: Building an association on accountabitity

At ils sitting on 22 March, th_e Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights held a debateentitled open Parliaments: Building an association on accountaiitity.Acting pr."io"nt nrs. A. King (Newzealand) was in the chair. The panellists werei/s. L. Rojas (lvexico), Mr. N. Evans (United Kingdom),Mr' c' chauvel (United Na.tions Development ProgrammL)and Mr. D. S*i"lo* firrationar Democraticlnstitute). A furlher 23 parriamentarians spoke from the floor.

Participants unanimously made the case for greater openness in parliament. The first GlobalParliamentary Report had noled that: public tiust in parliament was low; citizens 
"*p""i"oparliamentarians to account for their actions more regularly than ever before; and because of their verynature, parliaments were resilient and able to adapt to society's needs.

It was observed that openness was no longer a choice, it was a necessity. Greater openness helped tobreak down perceived barriers between pailiaments and citizens. opennlss ,nJlrrri"prrency were thepreconditions for citizens to be able to hold parliaments and their representatives to account for theiractions. They helped to make parliament more effective overall, by iacilitating gr"riui pruti"participation in parliament's work.

Participants shared numerous examples of initiatives to promote greater openness. Mexico had adopteda law on transparency that was prepared in partnership with a range of stakeholders, including thosefrom civilsociety. ln the United Kingdom, e-petitions automaticallytriggered a debate in parliament onthe subject of the petition once a certain numberof signatures had been reached. The GovernmentAssurances Committee in Ghana broadcast its public-hearings. [t received submissions via textmessage and WhatsApp, so that the public couid be involved'in holding ftre ooveinment to account forthe promises it had made.

The movement towards greater openness was supported and catalysed by organizations such as theopen Government Partnership (oGP). oGP had been launched in 2ot i to prJvide an internationalplalform for domestic reformers committed to making their goveinments more open, accountable, andresponsive to citizens. since then, oGP had grown from 8Io 69 participating countries. In all of thosecountries, government and civil society were working together to develop a,r"o imptement ambitiousopen government reforms through action plans.

A Legislative openness working Group had been created within oGp in 2013 by parliaments and civilsociety organizations. Lessons learned included: the need for parliament ana government to haveseparate action plans; for the commitment to openness to come not just from ildividualparliamentarians, but from the institution of pariiament; and for that Commitment to have ongoingmultiparty support. The space for parliaments within oGP remained limited, but there were signs ofchange as more parliaments adopted action plans.

There had been an increasing number of examples of successful collaboration between parliaments
and civil society organizations in terms of making parliamentary oata avaitable in reusable formats.Those examples built on the momentum of the Declaration on irarliamentary openness. e networt< otcivil society organizations had made the Declaration in 2012, and it had sinie been endorsed byparliaments including those of Serbia and peru.

It was noted that openness in parliament was necessary but not sufficient. Citizens would not becomeinterested in talking to parliament simply because additional communications channels were available.Greater openness encouraged more trust, but was not enough on its own. parliaments needed to workon a range of fronts to strengthen relations with citizens and Luild trust. A free press and other coreelements of democratic society were also vital.
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Report of the Standing Com
United Nations Affait

r*"lr1t"i[i,'r:";:i:^2;",";iu't

nittee on
s

The President of the committee, Mr. A. Avsan (sweden) opened the session and welcomed the

participants.

Referring to the first two items on the agenda, Mr. Avsan invited the Committee to adopt the report of

the prevlous session ,t g," i5s;' n.""tioty and elect three new members to the Bureau following

nominations received Oy tf," geopolitical giorp": Mr A, R91-anovich (Russian Federation),

Ms. A.R, Albasti (Unitej Arab"Emirates), ind Mr. A.-F.1. Al-Mansour (Sudan)'

Mr. Ronlanovich, having had to return to his country, was introd-uced by Mr. K' Kosachev as a former

;#;ffi;;;;;;;,"ri"o f.rn the Russian Federation. Ms. Albastitalked about her work with

women and domestic violence and her interest in international affairs, particularly peacekeeping'

Mr. Al-Mansour was absent.

Mr. Avs{rn proceeded to introduce the two sessions on the programme, which he chaired

Session 1: lnteractive debate on the new election process for the UN SecretarY-General.

resentative of the 7 for 7 Billion Campaign

Ms. G.Ortiz, president of the Legislative studies committee (senate of Mexico), and member of the

Bureau of the lpU committee on-unit"d Nations Affairs; Mr. K. Kosachev, chairman of the Foreign

Affairs committee, council of the Federation, Russian Federation; and Ms' Y' Terlingen'

This session provided members with an opportunity to comment on a new appointment process for the

selection of the United Nations Secretary-General as outlined in a Secretariat background note' The

note traced the history of the appointment process over 70 years of the United Nations and showed that

most of the applicabte rules were derived by practice and not from the UN Charter' lt was possible for

member States to change these rules by a iesolution of the General Assembly'

As part of the ongoing reform process of .the 
United Nations, a large number of Member States had

demanded that the 
"ppoinir"nt 

of the UN Secretary General be.more transparent and inclusive of the

;ii;;'ffi;;;il;,ili;gh t 
" 

c9ne11l A.ssembly, and not confined to the 15-member securitv council

where five permanent *""rU"o (the P5 with veto [ower) held most of the decision-making authority' A

more ddmocratic seteciion p.""!. would help ensure the impartiality of the office-holder and empower

;i;;il;;i;;;i;;i;r; representative of the "peoptes" referred to in the UN charter.

rne uaJrground note proposed seven questions for discussion on the qualifications for the post of UN

5'"i;1.fi:il;"i, il; renewabitity of the term of office, and considerations for gender balance and

regionaf representation- fVost importantly, the note invited reflection on the key question of whether the

C;";;;l[siemorv shoutd hold a real election and not be limited to approving 1f9 on? candidate

recomntended by the security council. That would require the security council to submit to the General

Assembly more than one name.

Elaborating further, Ms. Terlingen gave a detailed presentation of a new appointment process the

General Assembly nal adoptJd in resolution 6gt321of September 2015' Mr' Kosachev and Ms' Ortiz

acted as respondents to her presentation. The following 15 delegations contributed comments and

questions: Bangtadesh, euh;;in, Bolivia (Plurinationat State of), Burkina Faso' Canada' Cuba' Kenya'

Moroc@, the Netherlands, Portugal, Uganda, south Africa, United Kingdom, United Arab Emirates and

Zambia.

Ms. Teflingen noted that while the new appointment process represented a step in the right direction' it

did not go far enough. She noted two important innovations: first' government-nominated candidates

must submit their curricula vitae to the President of the General Assembly and all must be posted

online; second, the GeneralAssembly 
""n "tnuun" 

informal public hearings with the candidates' The

new prgcess ,t"o n1or" u*plicitly than'ever invites woman candidates to come forward and stresses the

need td consider gender diversity in that process, which so far had always led to the appointment of

mun orfty.
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From the standpoint of the 7 for 7 Bittion campaign (an umbrella organization of 750 civil society
organizations), the new rules should limit the mandate of the UN Secretary-General to a single non-renewable term (possibly extended to seven years) in order to enhance thL political indepen-dence ofthe UN Secretary-General from the P5 and oiher key members whose support rrelsrre neeoed to be re-
elected' Most of all, the rules should allow the Geneial Assembly to hold a vote on a slate of at least twonominations from the Security Council.

Ms' Terlingen said, "t1." Yf Secretary General represents the conscience of the world and plays animportant role in helping Member States rise above their national interests". lt is imfortant thar his or herselection be as inclusive and representative as possible. To that end, she suggesteJthat
parliamentarians should play a roJe in the process by: holding debates on the"iualifications required forthe post; by helping identify qualified candidates; by-scrutinizing the eventual nominations; by proposingquestions to be asked of the candidates at the heaiings of the 6eneral Assembly; by insisting that theofflce-holder be free to appoint his/her cabinet based 

-on 
merit alone (i.e., not astationage

appointments); by advocating a single term of office; and by insisting that the Security Council submit
more than one recommendation to the General Assembly, ihus making the proces" ,or" democratic.
ln his response, Mr. Kosachev cautioned that any changes to the current system must be carefully
considered bearing in mind the long{erm consequencei. the new process for 2016,which would lead
to the appointment of a new UN Secrelary-General effective January 2O1T, was not the only window ofopportunity to effect change. For [vlr. Kosachev, the mandate of the UN Secretary-General as defined inthe Charter was primarily of an administrative nature, as head of the Secretariat.ihe UN Secretary-
General's political functions were very limited and subject to guidance from the General Assembly.
From that standpoint, it was not aberrant for the UN S'ecretar"y-General to be dependent on the
membership instead of being empowered to act alone.

According to Mr. Kosachev, regional rotation of the post of UN Secretary-General was welcome so thatthe whole world would eventually be represented in the position. Gendei balance was also welcome,provided the best qualified person was chosen in the end. On the question of term limits, Mr. Kosachev
disagreed with the argument that a single term was more empoweiing than two consecutive terms. onthe keyquestion of whetherthe P5 members of the Security bouncil srrould retain the powerto veto anomination, Mr' Kosachev argued that the system *as muih more constraining than people thought
because it forced the P5, and indeed the whole membership of the Security CJuncil, io reach a
consensus.

Ms' ortiz remarked on the discussion from the gender perspective of the selection process. She
welcomed the fact that more Member States were supportive of women candidates and hoped that
would lead to a woman being elected for the first time in 2016. While noting that the Security Council,s
control of the process was undemocratic, Ms. ortiz expressed concern thal the gender composition of
the Security Council was another issue that needed to be addressed. lf the Council was to remain in
control of the selection, and if the selection was equally open to women and men, then the Council itself
needed to be reformed to ensure gender parity. A male-dominated Council was less likely to select awoman candidate than one in which women were equally represented.

ln the ensuing debate, a few participants expressed general satisfaction with the status quo while most
expressed support for further democratization of the ippointment process. Those interventions clearly
signalled that the selection process must become transparent and involve all Member States, not just
those who sat on the Security Council, and reinforced the view that the UN Secretary-General was
accountable to the more representative General Assembly. Two interventions went further,
recommending that the process should end with a vote by the General Assembly on more than one
candidate, as was the practice at the lPU. Three participints supported the idea of a single, non-
renewable term.

The o-articipants expressed strong support for women candidates to be considered. One intervention
specifically suggested that the focus should not be limited to inviting women candidates but more
importantly to making sure a woman was actually elected. Several iJN agencies had been or were beingled by women and there was no question as to the availability of highly qualified women to take on the
top job of UN secretary-General. To ensure gender balance in the outcome of the selection process,
one delegate suggested that a gender "rotation" should be instituted so that the post would alternate
between a man and a woman (i.e. admitting only male candidates or only female candidates on each
occasion).
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particidants underscored that parliaments should have a role in the selection process. Several speakers

"rri"":J"J"upport 
for many oi trl.. Terlingen's recommendations, particularly the idea that parliaments

;#iJl.;tJJ"[ut"" on their governmenti'nominees and even submit their own proposals. A specific

suggestion was that parliameirts needed to support the UN Secretary-General in his/her efforts to

,miLm"nt key administrative reforms that were required to strengthen the United Nations.

An initial step all parliaments could take towards irnplementation was to adopt a motion or a resolution

on the $DG;. N/r. Avsan introduced a template resolution the IPU has prepared. He noted that the

;;rii";l;[ orrvrii and Trinidad and Tobago had already adopted resolutions and encouraged all

i;6;i[""; m r"l"* suit. He reported that-several members of the Bureau, such as those from Canada,

SudJn, Morocco, Norway and Sweden, had pledged to table a resolution in2016.

L. Borbety, Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee, Chamber of Deputies of Romania;

e.ior"n"y, Head of the Office of ihe Permanent Observer of the IPU to the United Nations;

A. Motter, Senior Adviser for Economic and Social Affairs, IPU; Mr. C. Chauvel, Parliamqntary

2: Briefing on the institutional arrangeme nts for the implementation of the

M
M
M

r.

Ad , Democratic Governance Grou , UNDP

Sustainable DeveloPment Goals
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a decision of the Bureau at the October 2015 session

the Committee with a structure enabling it to work as
, the overarching aim of
the IPU's main bodY for

the session was
a regular review

to
of 15 years. The panel Presented various approaches and

After
the
and
goals
role of
on the

would
should

The I was gearing up to help parliaments institutionalize the SDGs. Ms. Torsney provided one

in the form of a self-assessment toolkit the IPU intended to publish in May. She invited

members to Provide feedback to her on the toolkit, which was still in draft forrn' The

of Mali and Lesotho expressed an interest in being part of that exercise'

the regional level of implementation and review, Mr. Borbely highlighted the case of the

European region. His parliament was host to a regional conference on the SDGs in 2015 and

would convene a meeting in April 2016. He noted how all SDG-related processes presented an

to strengthen Parliaments' accountabilitY role. ln his parliament, the sub-committee on

development would play a key role in mainstreaming the SDGs in the committee sYstem,

policy coherence. He urged the IPU to integrate the SDGs in its new five-year

r

thus
and to focus on assisting parliaments in institutionalizing the SDGs in their day{o-daY work.
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For his pafi, Mr. Chauvel outlined how the United Nations was ge;, ing up to help parliaments
implement the sDGs at the country level. He recalled that the z"osr nlenou r.".tui on op"n, inclusiveand participatory reporting, a people-centred approach, 

"no 
erio"r',"elbased support. He noted thatthere was strong agreement in principle that pariiaments were a kei,,stakeholder'in implementation,

along with civil society and other actors, but that would not translat:, automatically into action to engageor support the parliaments. Proactive efforts would be required. Soi-,re of the impetus would need tocome from citizens themselves. The United Nations would retool the existing My World survey facility sothat people could use it to provide feedback on government policy and serviies'oireclv io 6,"i,members of parliament.

The following delegations participated in the debate: Cuba, France, Kenya, Mali, Morocco, South Africa,Thailand, United Arab Emirates and Zimbabwe. They elaborated on some of the points made by thepanel with further ideas and suggestions. Several comments in parlicular pointed to the need tostrengthen parliaments to allow them to play a strong role in implementation. Two interventions
elaborated on the role of the national sustainable deielopment llai as the centrepiece ofimplementation in each country.

It was agreed that each spring session of the committee on Unitecr
utilized to perform three basic tasks: to take stock of grobar progrer
prepare concerned parliaments for the voluntary nationar revieris t
perform a self-assessment of their capacity to imprement the SDGs,

ations Affairs would henceforth be
rn the SDGs (UN reports);to
:re HLPF; to prompt parliaments to
rrd to showcase best practices.
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I C*nr" tra{iol'l vtrii:i'r tiite ii,irtli-r16[ hle;{;l(iri$ isifstefil

List df activit,es undertaken by the IPU from 1 5 Octobe r 2015 to 15 March 2D16

Notecl by the IPIJ Gaverning Council a.t-i.ts 198th session
' (Lusaka,23 March 2016)

United Nations

ilil;; pr.,,rr"n,rry Hearing at the United Nations, joinfly organized with the president of the

General Assembly, took place on 8 and o reoruary' rhe hearing wa"s entitled The wortd drug problem:

Taking qtock and strengthening the gtobatreffiJe rt *-?: d?"i',n"d to make a contribution to a Special

session of the General Assembly on drugs ttiuCAss 16) in April this year. A mix of MPs, Permanent

Reoresentatives, UN officials and civil ,o"i"ti 
",-p"ttt 

toJr part in panel discussions' The report of the

helring is an official documentfor UNGASS 16'

consultdtions on a new cooperation agreement between the two organizations continued on the basis

of a new draft thaL iakes into account 
"orn1untt 

it*i'"0 by the UN Separtment of Legal Affairs' The

Deputy becretary ..".*rf of if,e United f.lations, Mr. Jan Eliasson, was personally inv-olved in facilltating

a timely conclusic io ongoing consultation"in ,i"* of the 2016 resolution of the UN General Assembly

tnteractiDn betwet .t tnZ iiite"a Nations, nationii partiaments and the tnter-Parliamentary union'

As part 6f th" pro.=ss leading up to the-UN General Assembly resolution on interaction with

parliampnts ancl tre lPU, "ip"tt"a 
in rvray oiiun",1'" IPU SLcretary General and his team continued

consultdtions aboi:i and provided inputforth"e pr"plrrti"" of the UN Secretary-General's reportthatwill

provide fihe backgr,,,rnJ io ihe resotution. Trre iiu provioed a consolidated list of activities between the

UN and IPU covel.. lg the two years since tne uN=secretary-General,s report in 2014. A working lunch to

hear thQ views of i'"rmanent Representati"J"l'' ;;t" i; itrengthen the UN-lPU relationship was held

on 10 FebruarY.

on 1-2r"nruury, six members of the IPU Forum of Young Parliamentarians participated in the 2016

session of the youth Forum that takes prr"I'Jr"rv yeai,inoerthe aegis of the Economic and Sooial

councit. This year's session highlighted tn" voul'-i"r-rt?9.t9lgul: of the new sustainable Development

Goals ($DGs) as we, as the ,.o'i" of young #;i; in fu"ititrti'ig the implementation of the SDGs at the

national level.

There hbs been regular coordination with the office of the UN Secretary-General's Envoy on Youth' The

Envoy Wilt take part ln ifrl-teU's Third Globai Conference of Young Pariiamentarians on 16 and

17 Maroh in Lusaka, Zambia'

tn .tunulry, the tpU president agreed t9 !oi1 the new High-LevelAdvisory Group of the UN Secretary

General on Every Woman, Every Chitd,tne tong-tunning global initiative to support women's'

adolescents' and children's health'

With fundins from the UN office for Dis.armam"llAIli:]1"-1:Y,:19,fl1?:^';?H?lfor African

parliam6nts on the implementation of UN S;;;iV Coun"if resolution 1540' lt raised awareness of the

resorution as the rinchpin of internationrr ""iiii'rduin=iir," 
proriferation of weapons of rnass destruction

(WMDs), particularly in tf," tigl''t of tne growin"g i"t"toii.1 tt *ats, from non-State actors' lt also helped to

strengil-ien partiaments,ability to assess til;i.[;iwMDs and ioentiry aYenuq: of.parliamentarv action

aimed dt lowering risk in the region. f6" 
"#inu,loo1 

pl'"" in Abidjan' Cote d'lvoire ' on22 and

23 Februarv.

The lPLf contributed to the agenda and. preparations for the third symposium of the UN Development

cooperation rorrm-wr,i"n,ir,r be held in ri*.."r= on 6-8 April. T'he'meeting willfocus on development

cooperqtion issues tnri p"rt"i" specifically to G l"utt Deveioped Countries' lt will also review thG

results df the Forum's survey on mutual u""o,nLOifity for deveiopment cooperation to which IPU

membeis contributed in fall 2015'

TheIPQworkedwiththeGlobalPartnershipforEffectiveDevelopmentcooperation.Togetherwith
uNDp dnd oEcD, the padnership organize[ priir*".taryfocal points on development cooperation' lt

atso be$an preparationsior its second Hig;l;;;l Meeting that wilt take place in Kenya in November'
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ln November 2015, the IPU submitted its response to a UN questionnaire on the global monitoringprocess for the new sDGs. This was the IPU's contribution to the report or tl.re tir.l secretary-Generalon that subject' Discussions were held with officials ln tlre oeplrtment for Economic and Social Affairs,in order to organize a parliamentary contribution to tre uNH6rr-level political Forum on sustainabledevelopment, which will meet in New york in July.

The IPU worked closely with UN partners (such as the UN Development programme, world Healthorganization and Economic and Social commission for Asia ano ihe eaciriciin tre context of theSouth Asian speakers'summit on the SDGs (Dhakr, srngrra"srr, ao_er'.ra;r;ry). This wiil befollowed by a regional seminar on the SDG_s for in" purtirr"its or central and Eastein Europe, to beheld in Bucharest, Romania, on 1B_19 April.

The IPU cooperated with the Economic and social commission for western Asia and the Economiccommission for Africa in building parliamentary c_apacity to implement UN security council resolution1325 on women, peace and security (UNSC tizsi in airo 
"o,Inirres. 

A series or iouiiiaining workshopsfor parliamentarians, parliamentary staff and representatives oi national women,s machineries wereheld in Tunis and Amman from Novem ber 2o1s to reoruary zo.to.

uNoG / usA Mission: lnternational Geneva Gender champions rnitiative
ln November 2015' 

l!.". llY secretary Generaljoined the lnternational Geneva Gender championslnitiative, led by the UN office jn Geneva (UNo'G) and the uniteJ States Mission to the UN and otherlnternational organizations in Geneva. The initiative enables champions among the heads ofGeneva-based international organizations and diplomatic missions to commit ti ensuring that there arewomen in all debates and events happening in.Geneva (the Geneva Gender panel parity pledge); thiscomplements two additional commitments made by UNoG and the United States Mission on their workto promote gender equality.

OHCHR - CEDAW Committee
At the 133'd IPU Assembly in october 2015, two members of the committee on the Elimination ofDiscrimination against wom.en (cEDAW) took part in several sessions of flre rr/eeting of wor"nParliamentarians. The contributions of the members, Ms l. Jahan and Ms. L. Nadaraia, were designedto highlight GEDAW's approach to the protection of migrant women. (particularly those who seek asylumdue to gender-related persecution), as well as to highlight the links between CEDAW and UNSC 1325.
Th.e IPU prepared reports on parliarnents' involvement in the cEDAW reporting process and wornen,spolitlcal participation h.the s^tates reporting to the 62nd rnJ oe; CEDAW sessions, held in october2015 and February 2016 in Geneva.

working group meetings were also held between cEDAW members and the lpU,s Gender partnership
Programme during cEDAW sessions. The meetings discussed various aspects of the parliamentaryoversight of GEDAW, and shared information on uTfo.t" to link up the post-2015 development agendawith the CEDAW Convention.

UN Development programme

work progressed on the second edition of the Global Parliamentary Report, published jointly withUNDP' A J'oint call for written input was issued in october zols, aia'a;ili i;iion"nlir" ro,.parliaments was developgd 3n expert group meeting was held in February zoi o io Ji.crss tnestructure and content of the Report, based on the reJults of the survey and other data collected. TheReport is due to be launched by the end of 2016.

The IPU continued to work closely with UNDP country offices, providing capacity-building programmesto national parliaments. over the past six months, thesu progiurrnes hlve'been run in,{fghanistan,Myanmar and runisia. of parlicular note was the IPU-UJiiDP"support programme to the parliament ofMyanmar, where parliamentary elections were successfully held in Novembe r 2015.
ln November, the UNDP Administrator and the IPU secretary General formally invited all UN systemagencies to adhere to the common Principles for support to Fartiam"nt", ioiio*irf*r,i"r, tnuPrinciples were endorsed by the United Naiions eoq.u_la't1b1r*a iur.rnpn), the united"r.tations Entity forGender Equality and the Empowerment of Women tuN wori/ltrU)}r" United Nations Conference on
Il:9.q:ry Development (UNCTAD), and the Joint United Nations programme on HIV and AtDS(uNAlDS)' The Principles aim to ensure the best possible results from assistance and other externalsupport provided to parliaments worldwide.
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A nce on statelessness was held in Cape Town on 26-27 November. lt was co-organized by the

IPU, th Parliament of South Africa and UNHCR' and entitled Ensuring Everyone's Right to Nationality:

The of Parliaments in Preventing and Ending Slate/essness. The meeting identified parliamentary

OHCHR

ln October 2015, anew Handbook for Parliamentarians on migration was published by the IPU and

its oartders, the lnternational Labour Organization (lLO) and the UN Office of the High Commissioner for

rf r[r"" nisii. IOHCHn). Handbook no-Za., Aligration, human rights and governance, discusses

,..,s;JIJ" i"r"r"L:rno provides tools and policy respons_e9 !9 address the internationalmovement of

p"ipj". fo mark the launch of the handbook, ILO and OHCHR assisted the IPU in developing and

implementing a campaign to raise awareness among MPs about key international treaties on migration,

and to mobilize those MPs to promote their ratification and implementation'

The lpU Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians, which examines allegations of violations

of the human rights of MPs, continued to work closely with OHCHR and its field offices in order to help

progreqs individual cases currently before the Committee'

The lpil and OHCHR advanced towards finalizing a joint compilation of good practices of parliamentary

involvement in the work of the UN Human Rightsbouncil, particularly in its Universal Periodic Review.

Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

strateg
Global

to support UNHCR's campaign to end statelessn ess within 10 years through a 1O-point

Plan.

UNAI

UN Wom en and the IPU also launched a joint project of support to the Turkish Grand National

A High-Level Meeting of the UN General Assembly to review global commitments on HIV/AIDS is

scheduled for June ZOi O. tn support of the meeting, the IPU and UNAIDS began work to. provide a

prrf'rm""trry contribution, including a possible Uriefing for MPs attending the mee-ting' UN Genenal

[;;;btt iesotution 7ol22B,adopi-ed in December zols,specifically invites the IPU to contribute to the

meeting.

ruew tdU-UruAlDS quidelines on ways to speed up HIV treatment were published in October 2015'

ir"t-iri"xirg iii ;;itrent: partiamentary action and poticy options, defines a range of measureE open

to parliamen'ts, which aim to ensure that all citizens with HIV have access to treatment'

UNICEF

ln octdber, the IPU and UNICEF organized a parliamentary seminar on malnutrition in the region of

the Southern Africa Development C6mmunity. The Namibian Parliament hosted the event' The meeting

recoqnized the critical importance of food an-d nutrition security to economic development' to the

.r.irJi;;j r,"uitn, or"*th of chitdren, and to breaking intergenerational cycles of poverty. Participating

rrrrp, Lla"rr"oiuJ t'r-,""ir. commitment to ensure that necessary laws and budgets were in place, to

scrutinize government p"fiO"" ,"re closely, and to further galvanize parliamentary action to tackle high

malnutrition rates.

UN WOMEN

ln cooperation with UN Women, the annual parliamentary meeting on the occasion-of the

;;ii.-.-;;'.n of the commission on the Status of women took place on 15 March 2016 in New York'

il";1;;; t*"f..d1n" main theme of the Commission's session: the links between women's

";;;rtr"*;nl 
,nJ"rrtrinable development, with a focus on the power of legislation. A parliamentary

side event was held on 14 March about the implementation of UNSC 1325in Arab countries'

Assembly, The project, entitled Gender Equality in Political LeadershiP and Participation

launch in Ankara on 7 December 2O15- lt aims to support political leadershiP and the

wom in Turkey by using the transformative capacity of parl iament. The project is being implemented

in hip with the Com mittee on Equal Opportunity for Women and Men of the Grand National

Asse

The I

v

, UN Women, the UN DeveloPment Programme, the National Democratic lnstitute for

alAffairs and the lnternational lnstitute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance suP ported

the izalion of two e-discussions. One was on the role of parli aments in imPlementing UNSC 1325

in Arab countries,
iKNOWpolitics.org

Gender Equality and was hosted bY

in Turkey, was
participation of

the other was called Parliamentary Oversight of
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World Health Organization (WHO)

The IPU successfully implemented a funding agreement with WHo for 2o1s. Under the agreement, thetwo organizations assisted parliaments in countries most affected by maternal ana cnilo ,iortatity to -

develop legal frameworks and improve accountability for results. ThL agreem"nt 
"f"o 

proouced acomprehensive study oJl ihe impact of legislation on child marriage ratei in the Asia-plcific region, aswell as a number of activities aimed at community engagement on the issue. Consultations on a newagreement started towards the end of 2015. The IPU ano wHo also started pr"p"=itn" for the first-ever parliarnentary side event at the World Health Assembly. The 69(h wHa wiriiar."-'prr"u in May inGeneva.

World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
The IPU and WMo held a series of consultations with a view to concluding a Memorandum ofUnderstanding. The Memorandum would provide a formalframework for;6int activitiei aimed atstrengthening parliaments' capacities to tackle the threat of climate change. ln his address to theParliamentary Meeting organized by the IPU on the side-lines of the cop21tcMp11 meeting in paris,
the WMo Secretary-General underscored the importance of basing legislative action on the findings ofclimate science.

World Trade Organization (WTO)
ln advance of the 1Oth WTO Ministerial conference (Nairobi, December 2o1s),the IpU stepped up itscampaign to expedite parliaments' ratifications of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA). TheTFA focuses on improving border procedures and on updating antiquated custJms rules. By the end of2015, over 60 WTO members had formally accepted tl-re TFAI
The need to increase the efficiency of the parliamentary oversight of multilateral trade negotiations wasreiterated by the Steering Committee of the Parliamentlry Conierence on the WTO at its session inBruss-els in February 2016. The plenary session of the Conference will take place on WTo premises inJune 2016.

UNFCCC

On 5 and 6 December 2015, atthe time of the.UN Climate Change Conference (COp21tCMp11) inParis, the IPU and the French Parliament jointly organized a ParhYamentary Meeting. lt was aresounding success and reaffirmed the leading rolJ of the IPU as the convenor or partiamentary eventsheld in conjunction with annual UNFCCC sessions. This fact was acknowledged by the UN Secretary-General himself, when he addressed the inaugural session of the parliam"ntlrry Mleting- Among otherguest speakers were the heads of oECD, uNEp, uNESCO, wMo and lpcc.
The outcorne Document of the Parliamentary lVeeting made clear that legislators were conscious of
Il.q'I:yl share of responsibility for the effeciive implementation of the paris Agreement adopted byUNFCCC Parties at CoP21, including at the stage of its ratification, acceptance or approval. To providea comprehensive legislative response to climateihange and compiem"ni th" pa;is A;;;ement withconcrete action, the IPU has prepared a Parliamentary Action Plan on Climate Chang!.

Noted by the IPU Governing Council at its lglth session
(l_usaka, 23 March 2016)

The President of the Committee, Ms. D. Pascal Allende, opened the meeting with a brief overview of therecent visit to the region by a delegation from the Committee. The visit had provided the delegation witha better understanding of the situation in the region and broadened its perspective of the realityon theground. The report of the visit reflected the solid cornmitment to peace inut ihe delegation hadencountered at all its meetings. The atmosphere in which the visit took place had bJen very positive andconstructive. All parties at the meetings were open to frank discussions and demonstrated a readiness
to work together and to create conditions which were conducive to peace.
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