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FOREWORD

Wildlife resources are valuable natural endowments that must be sustainably

managed for present and future generations. In Kenya, wildlife and the habitats

they occupy constitute an important asset to the country. They serve as critical

water catchment areas, biodiversity reservoirs and are central to our tourism

industry and its growing contribution to the national gross domestic product

(GDP). Witdlife is the bedrock to Kenya's tourism industy which contibutes

over l0olo to the country's GDP and over 18% to our foreign exchange earnings.

Further to this, the Government realizes over I 10% of revenues from the sector in

form oftaxes, duties, licence fees, and park entry fees among others.

The benefits of our wildtife however ffanscend these economic values. Our

impressive network of protected areas and natural habitats not only supports our

wildlife, but also provides an array of ecosystem services and products that are at

the centre of the livelihoods of Kenyans and the country's sustainable

development. Examples of the ecosystem services include watershedprotection,

provision of clean water, air, sequestration of carbon dioxide, crop pollination,

and confrol of soil erosion. These environmental goods and services support

broad range of economic activities across a range of sectors, including

agriculture, forestry, livestock, fisheries, energy, and industry'

Wildlife policy and practice in Kenya has been dynamic since the publishing of

the fint post independent Sessional PaperNo. 3 of 1975 titled "Statement on the

Future i|Witatip ttt"nagement Policy in Kenya ". This Sessional Paper spelt out

" 
n"* poli"y ofintegrated wildlife conservation and management based on local

participation. This policy paved way for the integration of wildlife management,

and, recognition of the participation of both communities and the private sector

in wildlife conservation and management. The fundamental goal of this policy

was taken to be the maximization of returns from wildlife as a natural resource,

broadly defined to include aesthetic, cultural, scientific and economic gains'

Despitl its achievements, the policy was not robust enough to address emerging

chalienges and realities in the sector including rapid population growth and

accelerated economic development that have led to loss of space for wildlife,

increased human-wildlife conflicts and effects of climate change, weak linkages

between science and policy, and inadequate coordination of sectoral policies

relating to governance ofenvironment natural resources'
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The foregoing changes and mounting threats to wildlife call for more

contempo-rary and Jffective conservation policies to accelerate the re-

engineering of tfr. wildlife sector, clariff and consolidate the roles of various

sector actors, including the national and county governments, private and

community land owneis and non-government actors. Most importantly, the

promulgation of the constitution of Kenya, 2010 provides an imperative to

review and align policies with The Constitution. Other developments that

informed the need for a policy review include vision 2030, review the wildlife

Conservation and Managernent Act, 2013, implementation of the National

Wildlife Strategy and international obligations including Sustainable

Dereloprnent doals, the convention on Biological Diversity and the

convention on lntemational Trade in Endangered Species of wild Flora and

Faunaamong others.

This policy is a statement of government intent, which prescribes a broad range

of principles, measures aniactions to be pursued to achieve a sustainable

wildlife management in Kenya that enhances benefits and stakeholder

engagement. The policy has been developed through a participatory and

consultative process in't olring stakeholders in accordance with the Constitution

ofKenya.

IwishtothankmY colleagues in government, thetechnical working group and all

who contributed to this comprehensive wildlife policY. I also wish

to invite to take advantage of the opportunities that come with this

policy.

Najib

/
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PRE

Kenyahas
and

tropical
supports a

in Kenya
processes

The

arising

unique diversity ofecosystems and landscapes ranging frommarine

areas, savannah rangelands, wooded grasslands, moist highland

afro-alpine zones, arid and semi-arid lands and deserts which

range of plant and animal species. The conservation of wildlife

best achieved by perpetuating open space and maintaining those

will create and sustain natural biodiversity in all those

of this policy therefore, revolves around averting the

on natural habitats and sustaining the ecological processes

the diversity of ecosystems.

This document contains six chapters which captures the aspiration of the

Kenyan and the responsibility ofus all in conservingwildlife.

Chapter elaborates on the origin of wildlife policy and practice in Kenya

since the 1 century.

reviews the status of wildlife conservation in Kenya with particular

current state of wildlife and wildlife habitats, pressures and impacts

people activities, climate change and other changes in the socio-

Chapter
emphasis

economtc

Chapter articulates the overall goal and objectives of the policy, including

the principles underpinning the policy.

Chapter is the heart of the policy document and contains proposals and

on fourteen thematic areas that define sustainable wildlife

andmanagement.

Chapter 5 with legal and institutional arrangements necessary to bring

about in the wildlife sector.

Chapter contains proposals and prescriptions necessary for operationalizing

thepolicy,

Wildlife Policy 2020 | vii



It is our hope that this policy will adequately inform and guide the

comprehensive review of the wildlife legislation.

Mr. Joseph K. Boinnet, MGH, nsc (AU)
Chief Administrative S ecretary
Minisbry of Tourism and Wildlife
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The policy has been prepared through a rigorous multi-stakeholder

process that aimed at seeking views from a broad range of state and

non-state integrating both local and international expert knowledge and

upholding principle ofpublic participation as entrenched in the Constitution

ofKenya,

We and appreciate the wide range of individuals and organizations in

the private academia civil society and government agencies who whole-

heartedly
assure all
thepolicy

their time and input to this important endeavour. We wish to

their views were well received and reviewed for incorporating in

We acknowledge with gratitude the people of Kenya especially those

community private land owners in the various wildlife important areas for

their engagement during the public consultations in various venues

including the-tree meetings. We thank you for providing your views,

without this policy document would not have been possible. The peer

10.

review
effort is

We would
committee
committee.

by the non-state actors enriched the policy document. Their

recognized and appreciated.

to acknowledge the invaluable contributions of the steering

providing policy and legal guidance to the technical drafting

The work and effort of the technical drafting committee in

the literature review, public consultation process and the drafting of

the policy is highly appreciated. Finally, we acknowledge the

work done by the extenral editors and type-setters.
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ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

BonnGuidelines

Convention on Biological Diversity

Community Based Organization

Convention on InternationalTrade in Endangered Species

Convention on Migratory SPecies

Codes ofPractice

ContractingPartY

Cartagena Protocol on BiosafetY

Climate Variability and Change

Community Wildlife Associations

County Wildlife Conservation Committees

EastAfricanCommunitY

Ecosystem-Based Management Plans

EarlyWarning SYstems

Gross DomesticProduct

Genetically Modifi ed Organisms

Human-Wildlife Confl icts

Integrated Coastal Zone Management

KenyaWildlife Service

LusakaAgreement

Man and Biosphere Reserves

Multilateral Environment Agreements

Memoranda of Understanding

Marine ProtectedAreas

New Parbrership forAfrica's Development

Non-Governmental Organizations

Non-StateActors

BGs:

CBD:

CBO:

CITES:

CMS:

CoPs:

CP:

CPB:

CVC:

CWAs:

CWCCS:

EAC:

EBMPS:

EWSs:

GDP:

GMOs:

lfWCs:

TCZM:

KWS:

LA:

MABPS:

MEAs:

MoU:

MPA:

NEPAD:

NGO:

NSAs:
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NWP2O

PAQU:

PAs

PCPB:

PES:

SDG:

SODC:

USP:

WCMD:

WHC:

WHS:
WMP:

National Wildlife Policy, 201 9

National Wildlife Strate gy 2030

Plant andAnimal Quarantine Unit

ProtectedAreas

Pest Confrol Products Board

Payment for Ecosystem Services

Sustainable Development Goals

Standing Orders and Disciplinary Code

United Nations Education, Science, and Cultural

Organization

Unique SellingPoint

Wildlife Conservation and Management Deparbnent

World Heritage Convention

WorldHeritage Sites

Wetlands Management Plans
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1. Evolution of wildlife Policy in Kenya

1.1.1 Government intervention in wildlife conservation and management in
Kenya dates back to 1898, when the then British East African
Protectorate enacted laws to control hunting and trade in wildlife and

wildlifeproducts.

t.1.2 In 1907, the British Government established the Game Department that

administered Game Reserves, enforced hunting regulations, and

protected property and crops of settler farmer communities from
wildlife.

1.1.3 In 1945, the RoyalNational Parks of Kenya Ordinance was promulgated
to provide for the establishment of national parks. Nairobi National Park

was established on 16" December 1946 as the first National Park for
exclusive wildlife protection.

1.1.4 In 1958, the Native Reserves Proclamation provided for the

establishment of Reserves managed by the Native Councils. Maasai

Mara was established as the first Native Game Reserve in I 96 1 .

L I .5 The first post-colonial wildlife policy in Kenya was Sessional Paper No.

3 of 1975, titled'7 Statement on Future Wildlife Management Policy in
Kenya". The Wildlife (Conservation and Management) Act was

subsequently enacted in 797 6to give effect to the policy.

1.1.6 By the mid-eighties, it had become clear that further policy adjustments

were necessary to help deal with the chronic challenges in the wildlife
sector, such as increased human-wildlife conflicts, failure to achieve an

integrated wildlife management approach, increased poaching and loss

ofwildlife populations within and outside wildlife protected areas.

| .l .7 In 1989, the Government, alarmed by the sector's dismal performance

amended the Wildlife (Conservation and Management) Act (Cap 37 6 of
1976) and created a newpzuastatal, the KenyaWildlife Service (KWS)'

Wildlife Policv 2020 I 1



was mandated with conservation and management and protection

wildlifeinKenYa'

1.1.8 promulgation of the Constitution of KenYa' 2010 marked an

milestone innatural resources management, and in Particular

po,licy in KenYa It called for the review and alignment of all

policies and laws to align with the new Constitution. In

with the Constitution 201 0, the wildlife Conservation and

Act was enactedin20l3

1.1.9 these manY government interventions, threats to wildlife have

to Persist and even escatate in some cases, while new

keepemergmg'

1.2 onalefor a NewWildlife PolicY

1.2.1

r.2.2

A new constitutional dispensation requiring alignmentof all secto:

c)

t.2.3 policY will Provide

policies with the Constitutton;

Biodiversity ttu' U"to-" a strategic natioyl asset as its economr

use has expanded in terms of nutur"-based tourism;

Pressures on wildlife have been rising rapidly due to encroachin

human populations, ;;td *;;;mi" J"u"topments and intensrne

resourceuse ^-r ^hallenoes such as sophisticat<
el-J",iog new tlreats and challenges

il;fi;:"ii*"" "t'"ttg" 
*a itt impacts' among others;

Increased human-wildlife confl icts ;

Inadequate r"'"u'"f" L"o'ution and technological capacity;

)

d)

the framework for legislation that enables 1

conserve and manage wildlife better, for the Present andfutt

onthefollowing thematic areas: -
ThePolicYwillfocus



(a) Strategicimportanceofwildlife;

O) Conservation and management of wildlife in national parks,

national reseryes, and national sanctuaries;

(c) Conservation and management of wildlife on private and

communitylands;
(d) Marineprotectedareasandecosystems;

(e) Wetlands, rivers and lake ecosystems;

(f) Wildlife security;
(g) Human-wildlifeconflicts;
(h) Wildlifeuserrights;
(i) Bioprospecting and access to genetic resources;

(t) Sustainablemanagementofwildliferesources;

(k) Wildlife diseases andveterinary services;

(1) Wildlifedisasterpreparedness,response,andrescue;and
(m) Researchandmonitoring.

1.3 The Process of Formulating the Policy

This policy is a product of an elaborate, inclusive and participatory
process, which included:

(a) Extensive literature review involving review of the past and

existing policies and legislation, especially those relating to
wildlife.

O) Analyses and documentation of best practices; and Broad public
participation through consultative workshops, focus group

discussions, key informants and expert opinions and written
memoranda.

Wildltfe Policv 2020 I 3
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CHAPTERTWO

SITUATIONAL ANALYSIS

2.1

2.1.1

2.1.2

2.1.3

2.1.4

Kenya's wildlife resources

exploitation.

Our wildlife and its associated habitats and ecosYstems are not just

significant economlc asset, but a rich natural heritage as well' Tl

wildlife resources contribute directlY and indirectlY to the national a

local economies through revenue generation and wealth creation' T

wildlife-dePendent tounsm sector in KenYa registered an imProv

performance in 2018. The of international visitor arriv'
number

increasedbY | 4Y, from 1,7'l 8,200 in 20 17 to2,021,170 in2018' Visitr



to national parks and reserves rose bymore than 20oAto2,868,900 while
tourism earnings increased from Ksh. 1,199,000,000 in 2077 to
Ksh. 1, 574,000,000 in 201 8.

2.t.s In addition, wildlife resources provide important environmental goods

and services that are central to the livelihoods of Kenyans, as well as

other productive sectors of ow economy through provisioning of clean

air and water, rich soils for crop and livestock production, food and

shelter, sequestration of carbon dioxide, crop pollination, conhol of soil
erosion, and contribution to social cohesion and cultural identiry among
others. Among the nostalgic wildlife resource-based experiences that
are 'must see' tourist attraction in Kenya is the annual wildebeest
migration in Maasai Mara - widely considered the eighth wonder of the

world.

2.1.6 Wildlife also plays significant ecological functions that are critical for
the interconnected web of life-supporting systems. For example,

Kenya's major water towers are found in wildlife-protected areas.

Wildlife also has outstanding socio-cultural, educational, research and

aesthetic values. Indeed, any adverse impacts on wildlife habitats and

ecosystems can dramatically alter the survival capacity ofhumans.

2.2 Threatsandchallengestowildlife

2.2.1 Land-use changes: Land is one of the most important resources

in Kenya. Economic activities like agriculture, wildlife
conservation, urban development, human settlement, and

infrastructure depend on land. Until recently, wildlife
conservation has not been a formally recognized land-use

option in Kenya resulting in failure to adequately integrate

wildlife conservation in land-use planning activities. The first

National Land Policy in Kenya was launched in 2009 and for
the first time recognizes wildlife as a land-use option. This

presents an opportunity to address the land use planning

deficiencies for the wildlife sector.

Wldltfe Pollcv 2020 I 5



2.2.2

2.2.3

2.2.4

2.2.5

2.2.6

Destnlction of wildlife habitats:Natural habitats provide an importi

resource base for the livelihoods of rural communities. However, 1

rapidly increasing populations, incidences of poverly' demand for fi

*ooa, and other complex socio-economic factors have put enorn(

pressure on the scarce productive lands, thus forcing large segments

the rural poor to ,"ro.t to poor land-use practices like deforestati'

charcoal turning, our.grriing, and livestock incursions in wildl

protected arrur. ihir is causing severe degradation ofwildlife habitat

Insecurity: Any form of insecurity in wildlife areas is a serious threat i

challenge to wnaUfe conservation efforts' Insecurity in Kenyan wild

areas has been exacerbated by the state of insecurity in the neighbour

countries thathas fannedthe proliferation of small arms in the region.

Inadequate incentives'.Whereas protected areas have been set aside

p,r.por", of witdlife conservation, a significant percentage of Ken

wildlife inhabit communal and private lands that also serve as wild

dispersal areas for the protected areas' At present' there are inadeg

incentives to motivate communities and land owners to adopt land'

practices that are compatible with-wildlife conservation

management. The situation it uggt"'ated by the existence of incent

inothlr sectoral policies that distort land-use decisions

Ineffective prot ected are a management and partners hips: Mostrvilr

proiected areas in Kenya were established without due regards tc

surrounding landscapes' As a result, boundaries between the areas

the wider landscapes and community spaces were not distinct' Thit

been a cause of widespread human-wildlife conflicts' While effort

ongoing to erect fen.es and other barriers that mark the bounda

thelse iiadequately deter wildlife from escaping into the. corrmr

spaces where they destroy property, as well as communities gai

access to the protected areas to gluetheir livestock' The conservr

and management of wildlife ouiside the protected areas is hardly

integrated into the broader protected area management'

Lack of protected area management plans: Most parks and resen

the country lack comprehensive area management plans' Low lev

the implementation oiu"u management plans for those that have

could be attributed to low priorittation of this important functior

t 1.,!r)tra- i^n^. 1a1n



lack of effective monitoring frameworks to support implementation of
theplans.

2.2.7 Lack of assessments and prioritization of management efiectiveness:

Given the enormous and competing social challenges, such as poverty,
health care, and education, wildlife conservation and management often
receives fewer resources, which limits the prioritization of processes

such as assessment ofmanagement effectiveness. Given its wide scope,
and for wildlife conservation and management to be effective and
efficient, regular assessments and strategic actions aimed at addressing
associated priority issues are imperative.

2.2.8 Inadequate scientific data that is accurate: Accurate scientific
information on wildlife resources is critical for informed decision-
making by wildlife managers and other stakeholders. Yet, investnent in
long-term studies on wildlife and wildlife ecosystems, as well as the
maintenance of long-term wildlife-related data sets have been
inadequate in Kenya. This has impaired accuracy in applying key
ecosystem principles towards rational decision-making. In addition,
there is lack of linkages among wildlife research institutions,
universities, and relevant wildlife agencies. This poses a challenge to
effective wildlife conservation and management.

2.2.9 Illegal bush meat trade: Bush meat trade has emerged as a major threat
to wildlife in Kenya due to inadequate law enforcement mechanisms
and a lucrative market forbush meat.

2.2.10 Human-wildlife confiicts: Increasing human-wildlife conflicts pose a
major problem in wildlife areas. Acute water shortages and inadequate
pastures during dry seasons severely impact on wildlife, livestock and

humans. This triggers competition for what is available of the resources,

thus resulting in conflict. Human wildlife conflicts have been attributed
to, besides climate variability and change, also on increased human

activities in areas originally preserved for wildlife. At present,
compensation relating to human wildlife conflict undertaken by the
national Govemment, with the amounts payable relating to the human
injury and deaths that would have occurred, and wildlife-caused
damages to crops, livestock and property. These payments have been

unsustainable.

Wildlife Poliq 2020 | 7



2.2.11

2.2.t2

2.2.13

2.2.14

2.2.r5

This is often in terms of intentional or accidental infroduction of solid

wastes and other pollutants into water and land' These wastes and

pollutants negativeiy affect wildlife populations, including causing their

death or impairment'

Pollution:Anthropogenic generated pollution continues to cause drastic

modifications to our wildlife habitats.

Biopiracy of biological materials, soil micro-organlsms'

plants and indigenous traditional knowledge associated with

resources that has been identified, developed and used bY

communities, is both a threat and challenge to the conservation and

ofourwildlife

change:The climate is changing globally. This is causing direct

effects on individual wildlife species. It is also associated

changes in abiotic factors, as well as in the opPortunities for

recruitment, and reProduction among wildlife sPecies

change can also preciPitate conducive conditions for the

and spread of invasive sPecies, as well as change the

of microclimates that hitherto favoured native species'
due to
data on

alien species: Invasive alien species are a major threat to

resources, ParticularlY in arid and semi-arid areas and aquatic

Invasive alien sPecies can transform the structure and

of species in an ecosYstem by repressing or excluding

species either directly tfuough outcompeting them or indirectlY

ol Polic:t 2020

t

among native communities

change and its imPacts' Yet, there

impacts of climate change on biodiversity inKenYa.

transboundary collaboration: Habitat requirements for

species are critical for the survival and propagation of the

Most wildlife sPecies have in fact evolved and adapted to large

some which straddle boundaries of trro or more countries

geographical entities. This realitY affects their life-cYcles and

patterns and invokes the need to Promote a harmonized

among the concerned countries or geographical entities to the

wildlife resources.



via changing the way nutrients are re-cycled within their systems.
Conhol of these invasive species is a major management challenge that
often involves very high environmental and financial costs.

2.2.16 Confiicting sectoral policies and inadequate coordination in the
implementation of governance in existing natural resources: Sectoral
policies, especially those concerning land-use and natural resource
management sometimes advance positions that undermine wildlife
conservation and management. This is aggravated by lack of or
inadequate linkages and coordination in the governance of the county's
natural resources. This also relates to inter-governmental collaboration.
The existing policy and legal frameworks do not adequately cater for
collaboration among the national government, county govenrments, and
communities with regard to governance of the country's natural
resources for the benefit of all Kenyans. This state of affairs has resulted
in the duplication of governance roles in some of the country's natural
resource bases.

2.2.17 Diseases: Diseases is one of the significant factors known to decrease
species population growth globally. In recent years, disease outbreaks
which have caused significant mortalities in wildlife have been
experienced. The situation is made worse by the emergence of zoonotic
diseases as a result of the interaction between wild animals, livestock
and people. Climate change has further aggravated the situation due to
its effects on host-vector-pathogen dynamics leading to the emergence
and re-emergence of diseases.

Wldllfe Pollat 2020 I q



CHAPTER THREE

3. . Goal of the Policy

goal of this policy is to create an enabling environment for conservation

management ofwildlife for current and future generations

Objectives of the policy

overall objective ofthis policy is toprovide aframeworkthat is dynamic

for re-engineering the wildlife sector.

3 . The specific objectives ofthe Policy are to: -
(a) Conserve in perpetuity, Kenya's wildlife resources, as a nati,

heritage;
(b) Increase access, incentives and sustainable use ofwildlife resour

while ensuring equitable sharing ofbenefits;
(c) Promote partnerships and incentives for wildlife-based enterprisr

(d) Facilitate collaboration for effective governance and financing o

wildlife sector between communities, private conservan(

counties, national government and international partners; and

(e) Promote management of viable wildlife populations and 1

habitats inKenya.

3.3 Guiding Principles

The guiding principles underpin this Policy: -

(a) Wildlifeisapublicresource;
(b) Integrated and ecosystem-based management;

(c) Wildlife management is a form ofland-use;
(d) Sustainabilityandgovernance;
(e) Access and equitable sharing ofbenefits;
(0 Inha- and inter-generational equity;
(g) Inclusive andparticipatory approaches;

(h) Devolution;
(i) Useofscientificandindigenousknowledge; and

() PrecautionaryprinciPle.

)

GOAL, OBJECTIVES AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES



CHAPTER FOUR:

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT
INTERVENTIONS

4.1, Strategic lmportance of Wildlife

4.1.1. wildlife reso,rces contribute a substantial proportion of the count4r,s
eamings from tourism. This is because Kenya's wildlife, particularly the
big five, namely buffaro, erephant, leopard, lion and rhino are the most
treasured unique seiling point for the-country,s tourism. Furthermore,
Kenya has some of the world's most alluring and diverse indigenous
wildlife species and habitats.

4.1.2. Traditionally, wildlife in Kenya has been seen through the rens of
tourism. This view conceals the other benefits urro.i-iut"d with ourwildlife including provision of ecosystem services, carbon dioxide
sequestration, provision of fresh water and air among other benefits. This
narrow appreciation of the value of Kenya's wildlife has led to
inadequate investrnents in the conservation, management, and utilization
ofour wildlife resources.

4'1.3. Maintaining healthy wildrife populations, recovering endangered
species, and restoring impaired habitats and ecosystems, among others,
require adequate funding.

4.1.4. There is need to quantifu the full economic value of Kenya,s wildlife.
wildlife as a land use option in the semi-arid and arid eco-regions,
competes very favourably with other land-uses and can contribute

. significantlyto the country's GDp.

4.4.5. The Government shall:

1 Designate witdtife as a strategic nationar resource and ailocate
ade quatefundingfrom the national bu dget ;

2 Include the economic varue of wildrife into the nationar income
accounting, p I anning and budgeting ;

Wildlife Policy 2020 | 1 1



i Promote retention of the benefits generated from wildlife anc

their habitats for the Purpose of darcloping and managing oi

w il dlife co ns em at ion are as ;

4 Estabtish a fund to promote wildlife conservation anc

management;

5 Promote access to innovative and sustainable utilization o1

wildlife as an economic incentive; and

6 Mainstream wildlife resources into theframanorl<s on blue anc

greeneconomies.

Management of Nationat Parks, Reserves and Sanctuaries

cornerstone of KenYa's wildlife conseryation policy has been fl

establishment of national parks, reserves and sanctuaries i

samples of countY's natural regions. These govemmen

protected areas are ofParticular importance for the Protecti<

our biodiversity and ecosystems. Since the 1990s, this sYstem hr

supplemented by the establishment of private and communi

4.2.2. protected area sYstem is facing increasing and constant pressu

both natural and human cauiatives, including climate'chang

leads to the ever-shrinking connectivity and dispersal areas'

4,2

4.2.1.

4.2.3. Government shall:

Review the current protected area system to determine dit meett

the counfi's wildlife conservation objective;

Manage national parl<s and have an oversight role over reserva

and sinctuaries through approved management plals;

Develop engagement frameworks with counties to ensure th'

preservation of the ecological integrity of parks' t€s€rY€s ctnr

sanctuaries;

I

2

3



4 Develop a mechanism for wildltfe data acquisition, archiving,
s haring, management and reporting ;

5 Develop incentivesfor landowners that hostwildlife tn dispersal
and connectivity areas ;

6 Develop guidelines and standardsfor infrastructure development
within protected areas ;

7 Demarcate and secure boundaries in wildlife protected areas;
and

8. Develop guidelines for sustainable extraction and exploration
in protected areas.

4.3 Wildlife Conservation and Management on Private and
CommunityLands

4.3.1. Areas outside ofprotected areas have a wide range of ecosystems. These

range from relatively undisturbed spaces such as semi-arid and arid
areas, through food producing landscapes that have mixed patterns of
use by humans, to ecosystems that have been intensively modified and

managed by humans, such as agriculfural lands and urban areas.

Wildlife is mostly found in the relatively undisturbed areas.

4.3.2.

4.3.3.

Wildlife conservation outside protected areas face many challenges,

including wildlife insecuriry retaliatory killing due to human-wildlife
conflicts, representation in wildlife management and governance

systems, user rights, incentives and benefit-sharing, technical and

financial capacity to manage wildlife, limited wildlife education and

research, and issues related to land tenure and land-use planning.

Land outside wildlife protected areas is largely under the control of
private owners and communities. Their cooperation is therefore very

essential for successful conservation activities. This is because most of
these lands are subjected to multiple uses, some ofwhich are in conflict
with wildlife conservation. With proper incentives, therefore, land-use

practices that tend to phase out wildlife, such as agriculture, could be

minimised or confined to appropriate areas.
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4.3.4. or corporate land owners who adoPt wildlife as a form of

need incentives to induce or Promote the establishment of

conservation areas and sanctuaries. TheY couldbe instrumental

sustainable wildlife managementand conservation.
ln

4.3.s Governmentshall:

4.4 Protected Areas and EcosYstems

4.4.1 marine resources are valuable endowments that have hugt

benefits TheY offer a range o f benefits ant

S o-economic
human exPloitation' In terms of ecosYstem servlces

for with Processes tha

coastal system maintains a dYnamic equilibrium

shoreline stabilitY, beach replenishmen t, and nutrien

and recYcling; all of which are of immense ecological an

Promotewildlife conservation as a land'use option;

Provide incentives to support indivi.duals' communities and

other stakeholders 
''o"11i"" in witdlife conservation and

management;

Encourage private bequeatrts of rand and property for purposes

of w il dl ife c o ns erv ati o n ;

Foster the integration ofwitdtife corridors and dispersal areas

into countY sPatial Plans;

Support development and implementation of approved

management plans';;; ;;;;';"te multiple and compatible

land-usePractices;

Develop mechanisms to guidl o:(.::g't"* captive breeding

,ra oiiT"ial PrcP agation of wildlife ;

Re gul at e w it d I ife farmin g an d th e p ro du c* th ere of ;

Invest in witdtife conservation education and public av,tareness ;

and

Mitigate against threats to wirdlife by physicat developments

in iiPortant wildlife habitats'

imPortance.

t.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.



4.4.2. Coastal and marine ecosystems, such as ceral reefs, mangrove forests,

and beach- and dune-systems serve as critical natural defences against

storms, fl ooding, and erosion.

They also affract vast human settlements that use materials from the

living and non-living resources in the vast oceans. These areas are also

important for marine hansportation and recreation. Moreover, fishing in
near-shore waters, as well as sport-fishing, are some of the major
economic activities in coastal areas, as they supply fish for local and

intemational markets.

Activities that add further value to these ecosystems include, recreation
and tourism. These have become major sources of both domestic and

foreign exchange earnings, as well as ofemployment opportunities.

4.4.3.

4.4.4.

4.4.5

Coastal and marine ecosystems are however increasingly coming under
pressure that calls for ways to better manage these biological resotuces.

Key threats to coastal and marine ecosystems include, destructive

fishing methods and their associated destruction of habitats,
eutrophication and siltation of coastal waters, pollution, urban and

tourism developments, human settlements, and effects of climate

change.

Kenya was one of the first African countries to establish marine
protected areas in 1968. Atpresent, the country has 4 marine parks, and 6

reserves, which account for about 0.8% of its Exclusive Economic

Zone. Kenya intends to increase this area to at least 100/o, and thus

comply with the Aichi Targets.

Despite the acknowledged importance of marine and coastal

ecosystems, the level of investments needed to unlock the potential is

not adequate. Specific policy and legislative interventions are required

to address this gap.
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4.4.6.

3
management;

tives for rhe establishment of community-

4. Provide incen

managedmarine conservation areas;

5. DneloP andimPlement amarine and coast al zone inter-agenqt

disaster mitigation andrecovery action plan; and

fion and

6. Forster regional cooPeration in the conserYa

management ofmarine migrabry species

Rivers and Lake EcosYstems

Government shall:

Develop dedicated pol-icy and laws to support the revamPing of

i 
" ^ 

o)r'" ond co as tal are as ;

Ensure effective and integra':d y*y"ment of marine and

co astul res ources'- intcludiig island eco sysrcms ;

. Enhance tn' "'poti'yfo' 
mo'fn" and coastal zone research and

andElementaita'

l"*T::fl r::ff::nffiT:";"1#"ffi 
:11il'""J1*'tl

wildlife species and are used by vano

4.5

4.5.1.

4.5.2.

4.5.3.

The

t.

2.



management responsibility for these aquatic ecosystems is dispersed
among different agencies in Kenya.

The Government shall:4.5.4.

4.6.1.

4.6.2.

l. Ensure collaborative implementation of the Nationar wtrands
Cons erttation and Management Policy ;

2. Support the restoration of degraded wetlands, riverbanks and
lakeshores;

3. Educate the public and raise awareness on the critical role of
wetlands, rivers and lake ecosystems inwildtife conservation;

4. Ensure collaboration and innovation in the conservution and
rehabilitation offorests and otherwater catchment areas that are
s i gnific ant w il dl ife hab it ats ; and

5. Ensure full implementation of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands.

4.6 Wldlife Security

The security of people living with wildlife and visitors to wildlife
conservation areas is an important issue in wildlife management.
Wildlife security and patrols are also critical to the effectiveness of
wildlife conservation and management. Commercial poaching and bush
meat trade remain one ofthe greatest challenges to wildlife in Kenya.

Kenya Wildlife Service is the national agency mandated to coordinate
wildlife security matters in Kenya. The success ofthis depends on close
collaboration with the communities living in important wildlife areas
and other law enforcement agencies. On the other hand, wildlife crime is
also regional and international due to the lucrative frade in illicitwildlife
and wildlife products. There is therefore, need to enhance inter-agency
coordination and collaboration. At the regional and international level,
there is need to up-scale bilateral and multilateral engagements.
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4.6.3. The

t.

4.7

4.7.1

4.7.2.

4.7.3. The

2.

3.

4.

5.

Srrengthen skill traini,S, t:9.1lological capabilities and,

innovation to secure"-aliwildlife spicies and their natural

shall:

in accordance with the law ;

inter-agency collaboration in combatting wildlife

wildlife security into the national securiy system;

the capacity of local communities to combat wildlife

andbiopiracY; and

collaboration
agencies to

Conflicts

land

human

toworsenthe situation

changes and the consequences of population pressure also

lead to decrease in land and other resources available for wildlife, thus

cases of IfWCs. These conflicts are a significant threat to

variabilitY in general, and to large mammal PoPulations in

shall:

with regional and international low

combat-trans national wildl ife crimes'

a national strategl for mitigating human wildlife

human witdlife conflict into county spatial

ingprocesses;

I

2.

3

I

the develoPment and of ecosYstem'

landscapes;



4.8

4.8.1

4.8.2.

4.8.3

4.8.4.

4. Build the capacity of local communities to manage problem
animals;

5. Es t ablis h and matntain a human wildrife conflict database ;
6. Establish a sustainable financing scheme for compensating

w il d I ife -re I at ed d am ages ;
7. M1!c-e- (equate budgetary provisionsfor compensating against

wildlife-caused deatlu, injuries and damage to p*p"rtj; ,id
8. Promote human wildlife co-existence.

Wildlife User Rights

Access to wildlife is currently limited to a very small group of Kenyans.
Yet there is huge potential for wildlife utilization to benefit more
Kenyans.
wildlife user rights are essential because they serve as incentives for the
people living in wildlife areas to create spaces for conservation outside
protected areas. securing these rights is therefore essential as long-term
wildlife conservation policy. It would empower land owneis and
communities in wildlife areas to participate effectively in decision-
making on wildlife resources, as well as to benefit from the use of the
resources.

In the past, various wildlife user rights, such as cropping and sport
hunting, were granted. These user rights were howevir not properly
managed, resulting in increased wildlife poaching and a decline in
wildlife populations. There were also no mechanisms for equitable
sharing ofwildlife benefits at all levels.

The Government shall:

l. Develop a framework to regulate access and sustainable
utilization ofwildl ife and wildlife products ;

2. Forster the use of scientific lorcwledge and the precautionary
Principl e appro ac h in wildlife utilization decis ion-making ;

i. Develop aframeworkfor sharing benefits accruedfrom wildtde
utilization;
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4. Ensure that all wildlde user-right holders have responsibilitie

to support wildlife cons ervation ; and

5. Develop guidelines and standards for service provision an,

infrastructure development in and around wildlife conservatioi

areas.

4.9 Bioprospecting and Access to Genetic Resources

Wildlife resources may contain valuable compounds that are of use

humankind. Bioprospecting can help discover these benefits, th

enhancing the contribution of the resources for human well-beir

Resources from bioprospecting, such as through royalties a

knowledge, can be ploughed into wildlife conservation. This potent

for bioprospecting exists in Kenya but remains unexploitt
Bioprospecting has the potential of developing high-value products a

new markets to fransform Kenya's economic and social well-being.

Internationally, bioprospecting activities have led to the development

many valuable products and applications such as medicines, cosmeti

industrial lubricants, adhesives, and the use of micro-organisms to me

industrial processes cleaner and more efficient.

Unregulated access to genetic resources has however resulted in loss

valuable material within and outside protected areas in the past.

4.9.1.

4.9.2.

4.9.3.

4.9.4. The Governmentshall:

l. Regulate bioprospecting and the collection ofwildlfe specimer

in accordaniewiih national and international and best practice;

2. Develop capacity for bioprospecting and ensure technoloS

transfer;

3. Develop a bioprospecting policy ; and

4. Ensure bioprospecting and access to genetic resources occur ,

strict comptiaice wiih relevant national and international lc'

including ensuring that benefits thereol, su_ch as intellectu,

propert{rights, triditional lcnowledge and technologt, are share

equitablY.



4.10

4.10.1.

4.10.2.

4.10.3.

Management of Vulnerable and Endangered Wildlife Species

Vulnerable and endangered wildlife species and sub-species need
proper conservation measures. In particular, endangered and threatened
species and their natural habitats, require special measures if they are to
survive. Dedicated laws on vulnerable and endangered species are
necessary to enhance the protection ofthose species.

Although in-situ conservation is the most effective means of conserving
wildlife, there may be situations in which ex-situ conservation may be
necessary. This is because unpredictable events may threaten rare
genotypes or species in their natural habitat. Ex-situ conservation
provides greater assurance in such circumstances. In certain situations,
some threatened species may require cultivation orbreeding in captivity
so as to build up their numbers for reintroduction into the wild. However,
species under ex-situ conservation need to be given proper care
protection against cruelty.

The Government shall:

I. Enact dedicated laws for vulnerable and endangered wildlife
species;

2. Develop measures for the conservation and management of
wildlife species whose range is shared with neighbouring
countries;

j. Put in place mechanismsfor the control of invasive species;

4. Develop mechanisms to regulate the introduction and
management of exotic wildlife species and genetically modified
organisms;

5. Develop mechanisms to regulate the donation/gifting and
exchange ofwildlde species between Kenya andother countries;
and

6. Develop a framework to regulate the establishment and
management of c aptive wildlife fac ilities.

Wildlife Policv 2020 I )1

a



4.11. WldltfeDiseasesandVeterinaryServices

4 1 1'I 
*'3i:';;ir::"".x'":,8!iiffi;lmiT,t*ijt'trf#tri1iii
;*1.*1";;*::."-mXru,rumri'"'i"'r'".posesallorthem
totansmissi

4"2;:'.i,T:[fl:il:il'::]t#"i:l'T'i"J"',:iLJii+]':y*'i#'[
diseases' p *i""i*t' zo onotic iffi*r"i' ;T";;ffi Iffi ;'' J"*"" "r
wildlife and livestock, and "ll;*"#aetiology and epidemiology

infections in people' Dt"i'"::l#;;;ii 
ui'o "*i "t'allenges'

ttgt emanate ft om these interacttt

4.11.3' The interface betweetr wil^11a domestic TTllt; 
humans' and the

H':ffi -"11#*tif**1ii:*'*g1,i**'**
ilbanization' human encroacru

climatechange'

4 1 t 4 
Tt".i:""J"[":ffi."r: "l l.i{["i";]1i$:itsc#.6
ie".i* impacts of climate co*,*"r;il;;;;;*d 

as well fragmentr

traditional *il:':iliiarir" and pathogens' and as we

witdlifehabitats'

4 1 1 s f,ffi:I-"$:,1ffi:iifl,iillf:H"I}Jffi ::[HS
,r"it*n ministries and agencres'

ApProach'

4.1 1.5 The Governmentshall:

1''n*f"'i''n'"ircityforwildldeveterinaryservices;

2 
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Publicr
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4,12.

4.12.1.

I

4.12.2,

4.13.2

4. Enhance interagency collaboration in addressing zoonotic
diseases using the one-health -appruach; and

5. strengthen capacityfor witdrifeforensic science and genetics.

Wildlife Disaster preparedness, Response and Rescue

Kenyaperiodically suffers from effects ofdisasters related to floods and
droughts. These occurrences can have serious adverse impacts on
ecological systems and wildlife. our wildlife has for a long tirne been
vulnerable to impacts of different natural disasters, such as bush fires,
droughts and floods - some ofwhich have recurring impacts.

TheGovemmentshall:

l. Develop and implement measures to mitigate against disasters
afectingwildlife; and

2. Enhance research and technologt in wildtife disaster risk
reduction.

4.13. Research and Mgnitoring

4.13.1. Managing wildlife requires data to inform decision making. A scientific
basis for sound management depends on collection of accurate and up-
to-date data.

understanding ecosystems and species through scientific studies and
indigenous knowledge is necessary in developing innovative
approaches of addressing a range of wildlife conservation-related
problems. constant monitoring of wildlife resources and their habitats
is essential for effective conservation and management.

The Government shall:

1. Enhance the capacif for wildlife research, innovation and
development;

2. Develop mechanisms to regulate and coordinate wildlife
research in Kenya;
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3. Promote the use of scientific lonwledge and information in

wildlife conservation andmanagement requires sustainat

Innovative sources of funding, as well as creative solutio

of conservation initiatives are essential.

of sources of funding is needed so as to Provide abuf

eventslikeabruPt declines in tourism, dePressrt

financialmarkets, and shifts in the Priorities of develoPmentPartne

4.14.2. of wildlife are very PoPular for branding and advertising' T

an opportunitY forindusbry' trade and commerce to Partner v

tn resource mobilization.

Governmentwill:

decision-making;

Allocatefundingfor wildlife res earch and innovation ; and

Estabrish a nationar wirdtife data and information sharing and

integration Platform'

Allocate funds for cons erttation and management ofwildlife ;

Develop a mechanism for engagi1g^:::!:l'ld*t in the priv

sector to mobilize '"'iii'""' 
t-o sipport wildlde conservation e

4.

5.

4.14.

4.14.1

4.14.3.

5.

management;

P romot e innov ativ e c on s erv ation fund t1 
-5.1e 

chani sms' inclua

Pavment fo' ncosyst'"i S"*iles' establishing the wila

'"7rr"i),ii"f""d,;;;;;nff ading'amongothers;

Encourage and develop mechanisms for consert'ation finant

Tiii inin tt anthroPY ; an d

Leverage and mobilize wildlife conservation funding from tl

private secton

-it-_



CHAPTER FIVE

LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

5.1. LegislativeReforms

5. t.l

5.1.2.

5.1.3.

The past decade or so has witnessed significant legislative reforms
geared towards improvinggovernance inthe wildlife sectorin Kenya. A
key issue in the reforms was the need to institutionalize participatory
approaches in the management and conservation of wilafru in t.ny".
These reforms culminated into the enacted of the principal legislation
governing the wildrife sector, namely, the wildrife conseruaiion and
ManagementAct, No. 47 of ZOl3.

\
However, there are still many outstanding issues to address in order to
bring Kenya's wildlife law up-to speed with emerging issues and good
practice. These issues concem matters such as statitrotaer engagement,
compensations, and obligations under regional and multilateral
agreements to which Kenya is a party. The wildlife conservation and
Management Act, 2013 does not adequately address these issues.
Therefore, there is need to develop a new wildlife Act to address
emerging issues and give effectto this policy.

The Government shall:

l. lnac! a comprehensive wildlife consetryation and management
legislation to give effect to this policy;

2. Ensure periodic review of the wildtife conservation and
man agem ent le gis I at i on ; and

3. Prepare regulations and guidelines to support imprementation of
the Mldlife Conservation and Management Act.

5.2. lnstitutionalArrangements

5.2.1 The Kenya wildlife Service (Kws) is the nationar agency responsible
for overall wildlife conservation and management in Kenya. This
mandate is set broadly to capture the many challenges facing wildlife
conservation today.
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Because of the broad mandate of KWS and the wide range of

stakeholders in the wildlife sector, the potential for conflicts and

misunderstandingishighwithoutctearmechanismforclearrolesand
resPonsibilities'

5.2.2. In addition to Kenya wildlife Service, the county Governments, local

communitie, "iJirir",e 
land owners inevitably have a critical role in

wildlife conservation'

5.2.3.Thereisthusneedforcomprehensiveinstitutionsreformstoassignand
clarify tu. roi"r-*aiesponsibilities of different players in the wildlife

sector.

5.2.4. The Government shall;

I . Strcngthen the policy, regyla-t9.u' oversight' r?or:ing and public

, 
"* 

i'b";; ;; i;;;;;;'|"n" u'ii "r 
resf, ons ibt e for vlit dt ife ;

2. Re-strltcfiire Kenya Wildlife Service rc enable it foc'lts more on

Prut ecl e d areas management ;

i. Da'olve the park management sy-stem,to strengthen decision

*onng oi' ii ip ark and res erv e l ev el ; and

4. Establlsh a framework lor inter-agency coop.eration and

stakeholder engagementp' "6'iiiu" 
ilonig"*"nt of wildlife in

KenYa.

5.3. PartnershlPp with State and Non-State Actors

5.3.1. private sector actors, non-govemmental organizations, community-based

organization, and other categories oiioo:r,"," actors play a cental role

in wildlife *n'"*"tion' 1t"y pt"y 
"o 

important role in policy

develoPment Processes'

s.3.2. None state Actors also play a critical role in the promotion of inter-

sectoral perspoctives and cooperutioo "*oog 
various stakeholders' For

example, they help resolve "'o*"" 
conflilts through mediation and

other dispute'resoiution mechanisrns at the local level by bringing in

theirownconsiderableexpertiseuoa..'o*.es'Atthenationallevel,
they help inform public debate on wildlife conservation issues'



5.3.3 There are numerous civil society actors in the wildlife sector which are
poorly coordinated leading to overlaps and duplication in
implementation of policies, programmes and projects. There is
therefore need for mainstreaming monitoring of civil society actors to
create order, synergy and enhance accountability andtransparency.

synergies and cross-sectoral linkages between the wildlife sector and
other related sectors, especially tourism, foresty, agriculture and water,
would result from policies that have an immediate or an indirect
influence on the behaviour of landowners, government agencies,
wildlife managers, private sector, non-govemmental organisations and
community-based organisations.

TheGovemmentshall:

1. Maintain a register of all non-state actors and promote an all-in-
one approach in the implementation ofpolicies, programmes and
projects;

2. Enhance cross-sectoral and inter-sectoral coordination and
policy integration among wildlife related sectors ;

3. Mainstream wildlife conserttation into the Nationar crimate
ChangeActionPlan;

4 - Es tabl is h coll aborative frameworks for wildl ife cons entation and
management; and

5. Promote partnerships between communities and investors on
viable wildlife-based enterprises to enhance income generation
and improv ement of I iv el iho o ds.

5.3.4.

5.3.s

5.4. Human Resource Development and Capacity Building

5 .4.L . Human resource development is an investnent for the future. Building a
cadre of professional resource persons requires, among other things,
standards, means of communication, high levels of education and
training. In-service training that enhances skills and managerial
development in the wide range of tasks demanded of wildlife personnel,
as well as communities and landowners, is of critical importance in
developing technical competencies that complement research-oriented
hainings offered by higher institutions of learning. A range of ,.people-
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5.4.2.

5.4.3. TheGovernmentshall;

5.5.

5.5.1

5.5.2.

centred" courses also need to be integrated in the education, training'

and skilling of wildlife personnel'

Similarly, effective participation of local communities and other

stakeholders in wildtife conservation and management requfes access

to technical, social and economic information. conservation education,

public awareness and information campaigns are a vital part of the

participation process in wildlife conservation and management'
'C"pr"ity-Urilding initiatives ought to take into account the vital role of

,olrnt..r, in wildlife conservation' Also important are the- senior

citizens who play a significant role in contributing knowledge and

experience towards wildlife conservation and management'

l.Investinthedevelopmentofeducationandexpertiseinwildlife
c o ns erY a ti o n and m an a g em en t ;

2.Strengthenthedevelopmentofwildlifeconservationeducation
andpublic awareness;

3. Prumote the use of indigenous lopwledge in the conservation and

management ofwildlife res ources ; and

4. Develop a fram*'orkfor engaging.young volunteers and senior

cittzeni in wildlife conseruation and management'

Reglonal and lnternational Cooperation

Kenya is a party to a number of multilateral environmental agreements

(MEAs) that relate io ton"*ation and management of wildlife

resources. These include, the convention on Biorogical Diversity

(CBD), the Convention on Wetlands of International Importanct

iX"-t*1, Convention on lnternational Trade in Endangered Speciel

(CITES), the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) and the Work

Heritage Convention (WHC)'

Kenya is also a key player in the Man,and Biosphere Programmt

tVfagpl of the Unitea Nations Education' Science' and Cultura

Organization AfNgS aO)' Regionally, Kenya plays a key role in both th

New Partnership for Afiica's bevelopment (NEPAD) and East Africa

5 t r.at Jrra- i-lr-. Mt^
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Community (EAC), both of which have pivotal wildlife management
and conservation programmes, initiatives and commitnents.

5.5.3. Much progress has been made in establishing mechanisms for
implementing some ofthe wildlife-related MEAs by domestication into
national policies, laws and programmes.

5.5.4. Moreover, effective monitoring of trade and the control of poaching
requires regional and intemational cooperation. Significant benefits and
effectiveness can be realized in combating poaching through
collaborative regional and international initiatives.

5.5.6. TheGoveramentshall

l. Ensure the domestication and implementation of international
instruments that Kenya has acceded to into national legislation ;

2. Develop mechanisms to ensure cross-sectoral linkages and
consistent implementation of wildlife-related multilateral
env ironm e nt a I agre emen ts ; and

3. Promote the conservation of transboundary wildlife resources.
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CHAPTER sIX

I MPLEMENTATION STRATEGY

To achieve desired results,

sectoral

6.1.

6.1.1. The

6.2,

6.2.1 The Secretary

technical

6.2.2. The

policy.

6.3.3. The

this policy will be implemented using an inter-

Implementation will therefore require a coordinated

enforcement compliance framework, as well as theand

and legal instruments.

Arrangements

Secretary for the time being responsible for wildlife

and management will be the custodian ofthis policy'

Enforcement and ComPliance

for the time being time responsible for wildlife

and management develop implement vanousshall and

to give effectto this PolicY'

ofthispolicY.

Secretary for the time being responsible for wildlife

,"d;;;g"ment shall monitor the implementation of thit

shall ensure periodic review and reporting on thr

h,r



GLOSSARY OF TERMS

i!:1.!:::::y] T:?or the variability among living organisms from all sources,mcrudrng terrestiar,.marine, and other arl.atic ecosyitems, and the ecologicaicomplexes of which they are a part, ttris incruJei;i;;ifi/'*ithin species,
between species and ecosystems;

"btopiracy" refers to. the exploitation of biologicar resources from somecountries or cornmunities and their use in the i.u.rop-.rrt of commercialproducts protected through. intellectuar ploperry rights by pubric o, pri"ut,entities (including corpoiations, universiti., 
"na 

g;;;##s) without faircompensation or sharing of benefits derived with iire individuals, peoples oinations in whose territory the materials were originally discr".*a;

"bioprospecfing'is the collection of biological material and the analysis of itsmaterial p-roperties, or its molecular, biocf,emical or g"n.ii. 
"ontent, 

for the
purpose of developing a commercial product;

"co.mmaniqt" refers to a clearly defined group of users of land and wildlife,y!i* may, but need not be, a crin or ethnii community. These groups of users
hold a set ofclearly defined rights and obligations over land anawitotife;

"conservatio,n " means_ the protection, maintenance, rehabilitation, restoration
and enhancement of wildlife;

"conservation area" refers t9 qy area (including national parks and reserves)
wholly orpartially designated andregistered forthi 

"onr"*uiion 
ofwildlife;

"conservation hotspot" refers to a conservation priority area;

"corridors" means areas used by wild animals when migrating from one part of
the ecosystem to another periodically in search of basi-c requ-irements such as
water, food, space andhabitat;

ocropping'means 
harvesting ofwildrife for a range ofproducts including meat

andwildlifetophies;

"culling" means selective removal of wildlife from a habitat or ecosystem based
on sound scientific ecological principles;

"decentralization" means the devolution of responsibility for planning,
management and conhol ofwildlife resources from the nationai wildliib 

"gr.r"-y
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il!f-!jy:y!ry" T.rpr the variabiliry among riving organisms from all sources,
rncludrng terrestial,.marine, and other aquatic ecosystems, and the ecologicai
complexes of which they are a part, this includer air.rrity within ,p.-.i"r,
between species and ecosystems;

"biopiroqr" refers to the exproitation of biological resources from some
countries or communities and their use in the development of commercial
products protected through.intellectual properfy rights by public o, p.iu"t,
entities (including corporations, universitiei ana g-orr--*ts) without fair
compensation or sharing of benefits derived with dre individuals, peoples oi
nations inwhose territory the materials were originally discovered; ' '

"bioprospecting'is tho collection of biological material and the analysis of its
material properties, or its molecular, biochemical or genetic content, for the
purpose of developing a commercial product;

"c-o.mmunigt" refers to a clearly defined group of users of land and wildlife,
wlich may, but need not be, a clan or ethnii community. These groups ofusers
hold a set ofclearly definedrights and obligations over land and wi-ldlife;

t'conservalio,n " means the protection, maintenance, rehabilitation, restoration
and enhancement ofwildlife;

"conservotion area" refers t9 *y area (including national parks and reserves)
wholly orpartially designated andregistered for thi 

"onr.*"jtion 
ofwildlife;

"consert ation hotspot,, refers to a conservation priority area;

"corridors" means areas used by wild animals when migrating from one part of
the ocosystem to another periodically in search of basic requirements such as
water, food, space and habitat;

scroppingumeans harvesting ofwildlife for a range ofproducts including meat
andwildlife hophies;

"culling-"means selective removal ofwildlife from ahabitat orecosystembased
on sound scientific ecological principles;

"decenfializationD means the dovolution of responsibility for planning,
management and conhol of wildlife resources from the nationai wildlife 

"g"n"Iy



"in'situ conservatioz " means conservation within the natural ecosystem and
habitat of the biological organism;

Kintergenerational equity" means that the present generation should ensure that
in exercising its right to beneficial use of the enviionment the health, diversity
and productivity of the environment is maintained or enhanced for the benefit of
future generations;

"intragenerational equity" means that all people within the present generation
have the right to benefit equally from the explbitation of thjenvirorinent, and
that they have an equal entitlement to a clean and healthy environment;

"invasive species" means a species that is not an indigenous species or an
indigenous species trans-located to a place outside its natural distribution range
in nature which dominates other indigenous species or takes over the habitat;

"marine protected area" means any area of intertidal or subtidal terrain, together
with its overlying water and associated flora, fauna, historical and cultural
features, which has been reserved by law or other effective means to protect part
or all ofthe marine environment."

"multilateral environmental agreemenl"means international legal instruments
for the regulation of activities affecting the environment particularly wildlife
resources to which Kenya is a Party.

"nationalparlr"means an area of land declared to be aNational parkby orunder
this Act or any other written law;

"national reserve" means any area of land declared to be a National Reserve by
or under this Act or any other written law;

"ownership" on the part of the state in relation to wildlife means custodianship
or stewardship on behalf ofthe people ofKenya;

"Poaching" means illegal hunting or capturing ofwild animals;

"wildlife protecled area" means an area declared to be a wildlife protected area
under the applicable law;

"sanctuary" refers to an area of land or of land and water set aside and
maintained by government, community, individual or private entity, for the
preservation andprotection of one ormore species ofwildlife;

ttra)rit^ o^tt-,, 
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"species'
one another
commonand

conservation

"sustainable
compromise
carrying

encompassrng
areas;

"wetlands"
artificial,
salt, including
exceed 6 meters

wetlands;

"wilillife" arry

thereoiwithin its
species thathave

ttnilfllife user
by

means authorised pursuit and killing of wildlife for recreation

to an individual or group having a vested interest in the

others;

refers
relating to aParticular area;

means Present use of the wildlife resoluces, which does not

ability to use the same by future generations or degrade the

ofwildlife ecosYstems and habitats;

area " means the area or comPonent of a large

that straddles the boundaries of two or more countries,

or more protected areas, as well as multiPle resource use

areas of marsh, fen, Peat land, or water, weather natural or

or temporary with that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish,

of marine water the dePth of which at low tide does not

also incorPorates riparian and costal zones adjacent to the

and indigenous animal, Plant or microorganrsm or Parts.

habitat or ecosYstem land or in water' AS well as
on

organization
stakeholder's

introducedinto or established inKenYa;

utilization of the wildtife resources, includin

of humankind in a waY comPatible withthe maintenanc

integritY of the ecosystem'

uwise use'means
wetlands forthe
ofthe sPecies and

a of individual
fertile offsPring

from

"tlans

orsanisms caPable of mating with

ir". ""*t.r 
setting and that share
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NSSF Building, Block A, 2Os Floor, Bishops Road, Upperhill
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