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Mwalimu Muthisya.
Nairobi.

Email: rnrvalimumuthisvafrDgmail.com

Mobile No. 0720 502 955 1 56

TO:
Ihe Speaker OfThe Narional Assenrbly,
Parliament Building
P.O Box 4 1842 - 00100.
Nairobi.
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ATTENTION:
The Chair,
Parliamentary Health Committee,
Kenya National Assembly,
Nairobi.

Dear Sir.

RE: PET ITIOI{ AGAINST TI{E HON. KETER.'S HEALTH EILL 2021.

I am writing in response to the Bill thar was initiated and tabled by Hon. Alfred Keter to
the National Assembly. This pertains to the practice of pharmacy both in governmenr
and private practice.

I hold a Di loma in Pharnraceutical Technology and a Higher National Diplorna in
Pharmacy Clinical Pharmacy optlon th l'rom The Kenya Medical Training College
(K.M.T.C.) - Nairobi

As the Pharmaoists and Medical Oftcers busy themselves with tighting the Diplorna
Holders in Pharmacy, they have and for lorrg letl a fertile ground tbr the real quacks to
open dispensing chemists/pharmacies all over the country. lr is true to say that the
quacks own a bigger number of these drugs outlets than both the Pharmacists and
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Of interest to note is the fact that rhe many untrained people opening and running illegal
chemists get there supplies trom propcrly registered drugs wholesalers and retailcrs shops
which are owned by the Pharmacists. Noring this, I am right to say that it is the
Pharmacists who have made the private pharmacy practice go to the dogs. As a resuh of
this, therc are chenrists/pharmacies all over the place. On the same, they are the sanre
people who have opened branches of their pharnracies in all towns in Kenya atler
saturating the CBD space.

Adding to this, the Medical Otlicers who are running Medical Clinics have tully stockecl
pharmacies which even sell drugs to the public and obviously against the larv. The
changes as prescribed in the Bill are only fenile with busincss competirion. The fact that
there are many well trained and properly skilled Diploma Holders in Pharmacy is giving
the Pharmacists and the Medical Officers of Health a big rvorry as t'ar as private business
is concerned. This is the root cause of the Bill in front ol the Hon. Members of
Parliament. The Bill has nothing to srreamline the pharmacy practice but it is business
competition taken to the higlesr level.

To bring sanity in the private practice of Pharmacy in Kenya. tlrc Pharnracists should stop
selling drugs to people who are not qualified (not trained). The issue of rescheduling the
schedule of drugs is only ainted at limiting the Diploma Holders from dealing rvith all
classes of drugs. It is inlportant to note thar such terrible change is ouly airning to chasr'
the said Diploma Holders out of business leaving thc pharmacists and Medical Ofliccrs
of Health to control the pracrice.

I am challenging the Members of National Assenrbly to tell Kenyans where the many
trained Diploma Holden in Pharmacy rvill go in absence of not practicing. Does the
government have any plan and capacity to employ all of thcm? Given that there arc many
ofthem who are alrcady running their private pharnracies as their way ofearning a living.
what are they expected to do?

Lastly and not final, why is the govcmmenl training the diplorna holders in pharmacy if
they are incompetent as Hon. Allred Keter is trying to insinuate? Where does the

Sovernment expect them go to aller being barred tiom practicing? Why has the Ministr,v
of Health and The Phamracy and Poisons Board allowed untmined people to opcn and
run dispensing chemists/pharmacies all over the country? Why does the Ministry of
Hcalth as the PPB allow tlrose running medical clinics to have futly equipped pharmacies
in their units? Why do the Pharmacists sell drugs to unrmined people thereby
encouraging the mushrooming ofmany illegal phannacies?
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In trying to get an answer to the above raised questions, you witl find out that the Bill is

only malicious and is a conlinuation ofthe business war by the pharmacists as it has been

since1980s. Sir, reading through each of the raised issue, you rvill be convinced that
this Bill does not even need to waste precious time tbr the Hon. Membcrs in discussing
it and the best thing is to srop it from heing tabled, that is, I pray that it should be

opposed and rejected in its totality.

Thank you

Y urs fully,

Mwalim M s t

G.C:
The Cabinet Secretary,
Ministry of Health, Al'ya House,

P.O Box 300 l6 - 00 t 00.
NAIROBI.

The Principal Secretary,
Ministry of Health. Afya House

P.O Box 3001 6 - 00100,
Nairobi.

The Registrar,
Pharmacy and Poisons Board,
P.O Box 27663 - 00506,
Nairobi.

3


