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WAKENYA WENZANGU,
WAGENI MASHUHURI,
MABIBI NA MABWANA,

Leo hii tunakutana hapa ili kuadhimisha siku hii muhimu
katika historia ya taifa lctu. Mnamo miaka 45 iliyopita, mwanzi-
lishi wa taifa lctu hayati Mzee Jomo Kenyatta, akiwa pamoja na
mashujaa wengine katika harakati za kupigania uhuru wetu,
alishikwa na baadaye kufungwa gerezani kwa muda mrefu. Hata
hivyo, kitendo hicho cha kinyama hakikuwasababisha mashujaa
wetu kufa moyo. Badala yake waliongeza harakati za kutetea
haki na uhuru wetu, na hatimaye kutunyakulia uhuru mwaka wa
1963. Kwa hivyo, tukiwa tuna adhimisha miaka 45, ningependa
kuwapa salamu Wakenya wote popote walipo na vile vile,
kuwashukuru marafiki zetu waliotutumia salamu za hert na
baraka kwa sherche hizi.

Sikukuu hii ya Kenyatta inatukumbusha Wakenya wote na
hata vizazi vijavyo kujitolea huko kwa dhati kwa mashujaa wetu,
na kamwe hatutasahau kitendo hicho cha kutuletea uhuru.

Hivyo basi, maadhimisho ya leo yanatupatia nafasi ya kuwa-
kumbuka na kuwashukuru mashujaa wa nchi yetu ambao walitoa
maisha yao mhanga ili kuona kwamba vizazi vya baadaye vya
Wakenya wanajivunia uhuru. Vile vile, siku hii yatukumbusha
kwamba uhuru wetu ulipatikana kwa shida.

Harakati za kupigania uhuru zimetutunza mengi. Wakenya
wanafahamu vyema umuhimu wa kuwa taifa huru, kwani sote
tunaelewa mateso yanayoletwa na utawala wa kikoloni; tunatilia
maanani zaidi umuhimu wa kufanya kazi kwa bidii, kwani huo



ndio msingi wa jitihada zetu za ujenzi wa taifa. Sisi tukiwa warithi
wa Kenya huru, tunajukumu kubwa |a kufanya kazi kwa bidii ili
kutimiza ndoto ya wale waliopigania uhuru wetu. Lazima sote
tujue wazi kwamba waanzilishi wa taifa hili hawakutarajia
kuwepo na taifa linaloendeshwa kwa msingi ya kikabila, balj
lengo lao lilikua kuwa na taifa moja huru lenye umoja na
linalozingatia haki za kila mwananchi.

Katika kipindi cha miaka 34 iliyopita, Wakenya wamefanya
kazi bila kuchoka ili kujenga taifa thabiti lenye umoja. Vile vile,
sisi Wakenya tumejitolea kupiga vita umaskini, magonjwa na hali
ya kutojua kusoma na kuandika. Kufikia sasa tumeshinda vita
vingi kama vile inayovyothibitishwa na hatua tulizopiga katika
nyanja za elimu, afya na ukulima. Sote tunajivunia ufanisi huu
mkubwa wa kufikia lengo la wanzilishi wa taifa hili.

Lengo kubwa la kupigania uhuru ni kuona kwamba Waafrika
wanaendesha mambo yao wao wenyewe. Kwa hivyo kupanuka
kwa haraka kwa vyombo vya climu kumetuongezea matumaini ya
kufikia lengo hilo. Hata hivyo katika juhudi za kufikia malengo
yetu kimaendeleo, hatukuzingatia maongozi ya kuhujumu au
kubagua watu na jamii mbali mbali. Bali, tumefanya kazi pamoja
na watu wa tabaka na mataifa mbali mbalj bila ubaguzi wa aina
yoyote.

Kuimarika kwa soko huru katika uchumi wetu kumewezekana
kwa sababu tangu nchi yetu jinyakulic uhuru, tumekua tukizing-
atia kikamilifu mipango thabiti ya kuendesha uchumi. Hii ndio
maana hata ingawaje hali ya uchumi duniani bado ni mbaya,
uchumi wetu umeendelea kuimarika zaidi. Ufanisi wa uchumi
wetu umeletwa na uzingatiifu mwema wa mipango inayohusu
mapato na uthabiti wa fedha ambayo imeweza kuzuia ongezeko
la bei za bidhaa kwa haraka. Serikali yangu itaendelea kuzingatia
hatua hizi kwani zitahakikisha kwamba uchumi wetu utaendelea
kuimarika kwa kiwango kikubwa na kuwa thabit; zaidi. Hali
kama hiyo vile vile itapunguza kiwango cha umaskini na
kuongeza nafasi za kazi nchini.

Sote yafaa tufahamu kwamba suluhisho la kudumu Kkatika
tatizo hili la umaskini na ukosefu wa nafasi za kazi, litaweza tu
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kupatikana kupitia ukuzaji wa haraka na wa kudumu wa uchumi
wetu. Kwa kipindi cha miaka michache iliyopita, Serikali
imechukua hatua za kuweka uchumi mikononi mwa sekta ya
kibinafsi. Kufikia sasa hatua hiyo imedhibitisha kwamba uchumi
wetu unaimarika vyema na jambo hili linatuhakikishia kwamba
tuko katika njia ifaayo. Sasa, nafasi ziko wazi kwa sekta ya
kibinafsi kujumuika zaidi katika shughuli za kiuchumi. Hata
hivyo, yafaa Wakenya wafahamu kwamba mabadiliko haya ya
kiuchumi na ya kisiasa yako tu kuwezesha kuwa na mazingara
bora ya kuendesha biashara za kibinafsi. Kwa hivyo kuna lazima
ya Wakenya wote, wakiwa wakulima na wafanyi kazi katika
vitengo vya umma ama vya binafsi kuongeza jitihada zao
maradufu, ili tuweze kufikia malengo tuliyojiwekea.

Mabibi na Mabwana,

Mtakumbuka kwamba katika kuadhimisha Sikukuu ya Moi,
nilieleza dhamira yangu juu ya masilahi ya watumishi wa umma.
Kwa hivyo baada ya kupokea taarifa ya kamati niliyokuwa
nimeteuwa ya kutatua mgogoro juu ya mishahara ya waalimu,
Serikali yangu iliweza kufikia suluhisho kwa kuwapatia waalimu
nyongeza ifaayo. Vile vile mtakumbuka kwamba watumishi wa
Serikali na wale wa vikosi mbali mbali vya usalama wa ndani wa
nchi vilipatiwa nyongeza kufuatia mapendekezo ya kamati mbali
mbali nilizokuwa nimeteuwa mwezi wa Desemba mwaka uliopita
ili kuchunguza mambo ya nyongeza.

Kwa hivyo ili kunyorosha mpangilio wa mishahara ya watu-
mishi wa umma, naagiza Kitengo cha Ukurugenzi Angalizi wa
Utumishi wa Serikali katika ofisi yangu yaani Directorate of
Personnel Management pamoja na Wizara ya Fedha kuongeza
kwa asili mia kumi-mishahara ya watumishi wa Serikali, Polisi,
Askari wa Utawala, Huduma ya Taifa ya Vijana na Huduma ya

Askari wa Magereza ambayo itatekelezwa mwezi Novemba,
1997.

Hata hivyo ningependa kusisitiza kwamba nyongeza hiyo ya
mishahara yafaa kuchukuliwa kama asante kwa huduma in-

ayotolewa na watumishi wa umma kwa walipaji kodi na wananchi
kwa jumla. Cha muhimu nikile tunachotia katika ujenzi wa taifa
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kwani hicho ndicho kinachozalisha kile tutakachovuna. Ni kwa
sababu hiyo ningependa kuwahimiza watumishi wote wa umma
kuonyesha shukrani kwa Wakenya wenzao kwa kuwahudumia
kwa moyo wa kujitolea ili kuimarisha hali yao ya maisha.
Wananchi wanastahili kupewa huduma zinazofaa na za kizalendo
na watumishi wote wa umma. Ningependa vile vile kuwakum-
busha wale ambao wanajukumu la kukusanya mapato ya Serikali
kuongeza juhudi zao maradufu ili kuhakikisha kwamba fedha
zote za Serikali zinakusanywa ipasavyo. Isitoshe, ningependa
kuwahimiza wale ambao wanatabia ya kuhepa kulipa kodi
kuacha mtindo huo, kwani nikupitia ulipaji kodi sote tutafaidika
kutokana na uchumi ulio thabiti na ambao tumeujenga na
raslimali zetu.

Sisi Wakenya yafaa tujue faida ya kujiwekca akiba kwani
raslimali kutoka nje zaweza tu kuingia hapa nchini kama sisi
tutakuwa tumeonyesha uwezo wetu wa kutumia vyema raslimali
zetu kutokana na akiba tulizojiwekea. Kwa hivyo nawaomba
Wakenya wote kujiepusha na tabia ya kutumia pesa ovyo na
kuzingatia uwekaji akiba. Serikali yangu itaendelea kuchukua
hatua za kuimarisha ubora wa maisha wa watumishi wake. Hata
hivyo nyongeza hiyo, yafaa kutymiwa kuinua. viwango vya
uwekaji akiba na rashimali, kwani kufanya hivyo sio tu ni kwa
manufaa ya mtu binafsi bali vile vile huchangia ukuzaji wa
uchumi wa nchi yetu.

Mabibi na Mabwana,

Wakati wakujinyakulia uhuru, sisi Wakenya tulizingatia mwito
wa “Uhuru na Kazi”. Tulifanya hivyo tukijua kwamba ilituweze
kupata matunda kamili ya uhuru, ni lazima uhuru huo uanda-
mane na kufanya kazi kwa nguvu na bidii. Kutokea siku hiyo
Wakenya walijitambulisha kama watu wanaofanya kazi kwa bidii.
Vile vile tulizingatia amani, kwa sababu tulifahamu kwamba watu
wanaweza tu kufaulu katika jitihada zao mbali mbali kama kuna
amani. Ni kwa sababu hiyo Serikali inaendelca kutia maanani
sana kudumishwa kwa amani nchini. o v

Hata hivyo ni jambo la kusikitisha kuona kwamba kuna
wengine kati yetu ambao wameendelea kushikilia msimamo wa
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kutaka kuleta ghasia hapa nchini na hata mara nyingine kupo-
tosha vijana kufanya ghasia. Wakenya hawa wachache walaghai,
sasa wamefikia kiwango cha kutoa vitisho kwamba watazusha
ghasia wakati wa uchaguzi ujao. Ningependa watu walio na
mawazo ama fikira kama hizo kufahamu kwamba, Serikali
haitasita kumchukulia mtu yeyote yule ambaye atajaribu kucha-
fua ama kutatiza kwa njia yoyote ile taratibu za uchaguzi ujao.

Kama vile nilivyosema hapo mwanzoni, mashujaa wazalendo
wa Kenya walipigania uhuru wetu kwa damu. Kwa sababu hiyo,
sasa tuko huru kujiamulia mambo yetu wenyewe kupitia-taratibu
za kidemokrasia. Ni wazi kwamba kupitia kujichagulia viongozi
wanaowapenda, bila kulazimishwa ‘wala kushurutishwa,
Wakenya wanajichagulia maongozi ya taifa lao. Huo ndio uhuru
mashujaa wa Kenya waliopigania na kutolea maisha yao. Kwa
hivyo, jaribio lolote la kutaka kuwanyima Wakenya haki hiyo, sio
tu jambo la dhuluma, bali vile vile laonyesha ukosefu wa shukrani
kwa wale mashujaa wetu waliotoa maisha yao ili tuwe huru.

Tukiwa tunajikumbusha jitihada zetu za kujinyakulia uhuru, ni

muhimu tusije tukasahau kwamba amani na uthabiti wa taifa ni = -

jambo ambalo limekosekana kwa wengi hapa barani Afrika. Nchi
yetu kwa mfano imetumia raslimali nyingi katika jitihada zake za
kujaribu kuleta amani katika nchi jirani. Hata ingawa mafanikio
yake yamekuwa ya pole pole bado tuna matumaini kwamba vita
vinavyoendelea nchini Sudan na eneo la Maziwa Makuu vitamali-
zika kupitia njia ya majadiliano. Mazungumzo ya amani ya IGAD
yamepangwa kuanza tena tarehe 28 Oktoba, 1997 hapa mijini
Nairobi. Ni matumaini yangu kwamba pande zote zinazohusika
zitakuja kwa mkutano huu zikiwa na lengo la kufikia suluhisho
kwa njia ya amani.

Juhudi zetu za kufikia suluhisho katika tatizo la Burundi na la
Somalia bado hazijafanikiwa. Hata hivyo nina matumaini kwam-
ba kupitia mazungumzo ya 4mani ya IGAD, pamoja na msaada
wa jamii ya kimataifa watu wa Somalia watatupilia mbali tofauti
zao na kuzingatia amani nchini mwao.

Nikiwa namaliza hotuba yangu ya leo, ningependa kuwaomba
viongozi wote kutilia nguvu umoja na amani yetu kimawazo,
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kimatamshi na kwa vitendo. Juma lililopita wakati wa kuadhi-
misha Sikukuu ya Moi, niliwahimiza viongozi kuweka masilahi ya
taifa mbele kwani hayo ndiyo yatafaidi Wakenya kwa wakati huu
na siku zijazo. Kwa hivyo nawaomba viongozi wote kuwa na
nidhamu ya hali ya juu katika mambo yao na kuzingatia
mwongozo wa kudumisha amani na umoja ili taifa letu liendelee
kupata ufanisi mkubwa zaidi.

AHSANTENIL.




SPEECH BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT,
HON. DANIEL T. arar MOI, C.G.H., M.P.,
ON THE OCCASION OF KENYATTA DAY,

MONDAY, 20TH OCTOBER, 1997

FELLow COUNTRYMEN,
DiSTINGUISHED GUESTS,
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

We are assembled here today, to observe an occasion of great
significance in the history of our nation. On this day, forty-five
years ago, the founding father of our nation, the late Mzec Jomo
Kenyatta and other heroes of our independence struggle were
arrested and sentenced to long prison terms. This action by the
colonial authoritics did not, however, deter the heroes of the
freedom struggle from their determination to pursue the cause of
justice and freedorh.

Rather, their unshakable conviction and singleness of purposc
led to Kenya’s independence in 1963. On this anniversary of
Kenyatta Day, I send my warm greetings to all Kenyans wherever
they may be. I also thank all our friends and well-wishers for
joining us in these celebrations and for sending us messages of
good wishes.Indeed, Kenyatta Day is a remindcr to successive
generations of Kenyans of the great sacrifices that Kenya’s
freedom fighters made in order to win independence for our
country.

Our gathering here today, is therefore, to pay tribute to those
brave sons and daughters of our country who laid down their lives
in order to ensure that successive generations of Kenyans gain
their freedom and dignity. It is also a reminder to all of us that the
freedom we enjoy today was attained through a long and bitter
struggle.

The struggle for independence has taught us many things.
Today, Kenyans understand better the value of freedom because
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we know what it means to lose it; we cherish hard work because it
is central to our nation building efforts, and above all, we
understand the importance of unity because it is the foundation of
our nationhood. As beneficiaries of this hard won independence
all Kenyans have a duty and an obligation to work hard to cnsure
the fulfilment of the vision that inspired the freedom struggle.

We must all bear in mind that the founders of the Kenyan
nation did not envision a country that was split along ethnic lines,
rather it was their foremost desire to see the establishment of a
single and united Kenyan nation in which equality, justice and
freedom abound.

During the past thirty-four years, Kenyans have worked
tirelessly to build a strong and united nation. We also committed
oursclves (o combat poverty, discase and ignorance. We have
won many battles, indeed, the victories we have scored are
evident from the many achievements we have made in education,
health, agriculture and in the growth of our cconomy.

We take pride in these achievements because they go a 'ong
way towards the fulfilment of the vision of the founding father. of
the Kenyan nation. One of the objectives of the freedom struggle
was to ensure that Africans manage their own affairs. Indeed, the
rapid expansion of cducational facilities was intended to fulfil this
objective. However, in doing so, we have not sought to oppress
other races or communities. Rather we have worked in part-
nership with people of all races and all nations for the
development of our country.

The stable policies we have pursued since independence have
made it possible for the free enterprise system to flourish.
Indeed, the economy continues to maintain a positive momentum
in spite of the unfavourable conditions in the global economy.
This remarkable performance of the domestic economy is the
result of the implementation of prudent fiscal and monetary
control policics which have succeeded in restraining the growth in
money supply as well as reducing inflation to manageable levels.



My Government will continue to strengthen these measures in
order to ensure that micro-economic stability is maintained and
the rate of cconomic growth is improved, in order to reduce
poverty and crcate employment opportunites.

We must all realize, however, that a lasting solution to the
problem of poverty and unemployment will be achieved through
attainment of rapid and sustainable growth of the economy. The
Government has in the last few years taken bold steps to free the
economy from administrative controls and open it up to private
investment.

The economy has responded positively to these adjustments
thus confirming our conviction that we are on the right path. The
way is now open for greater private sector participation in the
economy. However, Kenyans must realize that cconomic and
political rcforms merely create the enabling environment for
greater private scctor participation. There is a nced for all
Kenyans, farmers and workers in both the public and private
sectors to redouble their efforts so that the growth targets we
have set can be achieved.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

You will recall that during the Moi Day celebrations, |
expressed my concern for the welfare of all public servants, and
that after recciving a report from the committee I had appointed
to resolve the issue of teachers salarics, my Government awarded
an increase in salary for teachers. You will also recall that civil
servants and members of the uniformed forces had also been
awarded interim salary increases following recommendations
submitted by various committees 1 had appointed in December
last year.

In order therefore, to reduce anomalies in salary scales for
public servants, I direct the Directorate of Personnel Manage-
ment in my office in consultation with the Ministry of Finance, to
add ten per cent across the board to the intcrim increascs
awarded earlier to civil servants, the Police, Administration



Police, National Youth Service and Prisons Service. The increase
should be effected in November, 1997.

I must emphasize, however, that incrcases in salarics must be
taken as a token of appreciation for the service rendered by
public servants to tax payers.and wananchi in general. At the end
of the day, it is what we all put into building the national cake that
will determine what we get out of it. Kenyans expect from public
servants nothing short of hard work and patriotic service to our
motherland.

I therefore call on all public servants to show gratitude to their
fellow Kenyans by contributing their very best towards the
improvement of the welfare of Kenyans. I wish in particular, to
remind those who are charged with the responsibility of collecting
revenue to redouble their efforts so that all revenue that is due to
Government is collected. 1 also urge those who are always
tempted to evade payment of tax to realize that at the end of the
day, they have a lot more to gain from a strong economy which is
built from our own resources.

Kenyans must also appreciate the value of savings. Foreign
investments will only flow into the country if we demonstrate our
own capacity for mobilizing domestic savings. In this regard, I call
upon Kenyans to avoid impulsive spending and adopt a savings
culture. While the Government will continue to improve the
welfare of its workers, the additional income should be used to
increase the level of individual savings and investments for by
doing so you will not only be sparing something for a rainy day,
you will also be making an important contribution towards the
growth of the economy.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

At independence, Kenyans adopted the rallying call of “Uhuru
na Kazi”. We knew then, that for Africans to reap the real
benefits of uhuru, freedom had to be accompanied by hard work.
Since then, Kenyans have distinguished themselves as hard
working people. We also cherished peace, for we understood that
it was only in an atmosphere of peace that people, whatever their
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vocation in life, can devote all their time and energies towards
productive activities. It is for this reason that the Government
places great importance on the maintenance of peace.

Regrettably, some people among us have continued to pursue a
confrontational stance, sometimes even inciting youths to vio-
lence. These few self-centred Kenyans have even gone to the
extent of threatening to unleash violence on Kenyans during the
forthcoming elections. I would like such people to know that the
Government will not hesitate to take stern action against anyone
who dares to interfere with the electoral process in any way.

As I said earlier, Kenya’s patriotic sons and daughters paid for
our freedom with their own lives. As a result we are free to decide
what is good for ourselves through active participation in the
democratic process. Indeed, by wilfully and freely electing
leaders of their own choice Kenyans determine the course and
direction of national events. This is the freedom which Kenya’s
freedom fighters fought and died for. Therefore, any attempt to
deny Kenyans this right, is not only a gross violatior) of their
constitutional right, but also a lack of appreciation for the great
sacrifice that Kenyans paid for freedom.

As we commemorate the events that led to our independence,
let us not forget that peace and stability continues to elude many
on the African continent. This country has in the past devoted a
lot of its resources in the pursuit of peace for our neighbours. In
many cases, progress has been slow. However, we still remain
optimistic that on-going conflicts in the Sudan and the Great
Lakes Region in particular, will be resolved through negotiations.
The IGAD peace talks are back on track and are set to resume on
28th October, 1997, in Nairobi. It is my hope that parties to the
conflict will come with an open mind so that this long drawn
conflict will be resolved in a peaceful manner.

Our efforts to resolve the Burundi crisis have so far not been
successful. This is also the case with Somalia where peace still
remains elusive despite efforts to resolve the conflict there. I trust
that through the IGAD peace initiative as well as continued
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support of the international community, Somalis will set aside
their differences and strive for peace and national reconciliation.

Finally, in concluding my remarks today, 1 urge all leaders to o
foster peace and unity in their actions as well as their utterances. “
As 1 said during my Moi Day address to the nation last week,
leaders should focus more on the national interest, for this will
benefit Kenyans now and in the future. 1 therefore urge all
leaders to maintain high standards of discipline in all their
conduct and to uphold the guiding norms of peace and unity so
that our country may continue to enjoy greater prosperity.

THANK YOU.
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