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1.0 Preface

The Committee of Powers and Privileges is established pursuant to Section 15 of the
Parliamentary Powers and Privileges Act 2017. The Committee comprises of the Speaker as
Chairperson and fourteen other Members. The Committee is broadly responsible for
handling matters concerning powers, privileges and immunities of the House, members and
staff. In particular, the Committee is mandated to, either of its own motion or as a result of a
complaint made by any person, inquire into the conduct of a member alleged to constitute a
breach of ptivilege, and report to the House its findings together with such

recommendations, as it considers appropriate.

Further, the National Assembly Standing Orders assigns to the Committee the duty to
inquire into allegations of absence by Members from parliamentary proceedings exceeding
eight sittings within a session. The committee is also mandated to enforce the Codes of
Conduct under Chapter Six of the Constitution, the Leadership and Integrity Act, the Public
Officer Ethics Act and the Fourth Schedule of the Patliamentary Power and Privileges Act,

and to recommend necessary sanctions following a disciplinary hearing.

The Constitution of Kenya (2010), which is now in its eighth year of implementation,
heralded a paradigm shift in the enforcement of the principles of leadership and integrity for
holders of public offices. Consequently, this new dispensation necessitated enactment of
various legislations relating to leadership and integrity, powers, privileges and immunities,
together with Codes of Conduct. Article 117 of the Constitution of Kenya provides that
“there shall be freedom of speech and debate in Parliament ... Parliament may, for the purpose of the orderly
and effective discharge of the business of Parliament, provide for the powers, privileges and immunities of
Parliament, its committees, the leader of the majority party, the leader of the minority party, the chairpersons
of committees and members”. Through the enactment of the Parliamentary Powers and Privileges
Act in June 2017, the law relating to the powers, privileges and immunities of Members was
changed to accord with the new Constitution. The new law repealed the National Assembly
(Powers and Privileges) Act (Chapter 6 of the Laws of Kenya) of 1952. The cutrent

Committee of Powers and Privileges, which was reconstituted in February 2018, is the first

Report of the Committee of Powers and Privileges, November 2018 |1



to operate and determine matters relating to powers, privileges and immunities, absence of
members from the House, registration of members' interests and enforcement of Codes of

Conduct under the statutes.
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1.1. Acknowledgement

The Chairperson of the Committee takes this opportunity to thank all the Members of the
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On behalf of the Committee, I have the honour and pleasure to present the Report to the
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THE HON. JUSTIN B. MUTURI, EGH, MP
SPEAKER OF THE NATIQNAL ASSEMBLY/CHAIRPERSON
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2.0 ESTABLISHMENT AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE
2.1. Establishment of the Committee of Powers and Privileges

The Committee of Powers and Privileges of the National Assembly is established under
Section 15(1)(a) of the Parliamentary Power and Privileges Act, 2017. The Committee
consists of fifteen Members, being the Speaker as the Chairperson and fourteen other

Members of the House appointed in accordance with the Standing Orders.
2.2. Membership of the Committee of Powers and Privileges

The membership of the current Committee comprises of the following Members —

Speaker/Chairperson
The Hon. Justin B. N. Muturi, EGH, MP —

Members

1. The Hon. Peter Mungai Mwathi, M.P.

2. 'The Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP

3. The Hon. Jude L. Kangethe Njomo, M.P.

4. The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, M.P.

5. The Hon. Shimbwa Omar Mwinyi, MP

6. The Hon. James Mathew Onyango K’ Oyoo, MP
7. The Hon. Beatrice Pauline Cherono Kones, M.P.
8. 'The Hon. Anthony Githiaka Kiai, M.P.

9. The Hon. Vincent Kipkurui Tuwei, M.P.

10. The Hon. Gladwell Jesire Cheruiyot, M.P.

11. The Hon. Marselino Malimo Arbelle, M.P.

12. The Hon. Capt. (Rtd) Didmus Wekesa Barasa Mutua, M.P.
13. The Hon. Danson Mwakuwona Mwashako, MP
14. The Hon. Vincent Kemose Mogaka, MP
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Committee Secretariat

The Committee’s operations ate facilitated by a Secretariat comprising of the following

officers -
1. Mr. Kipkemoi arap Kirui - Principal Clerk Assistant
2. Ms. Jemimah Waigwa - Legal Counsel
3. Mr. Benson Inzofu - Third Clerk Assistant
4. Ms. Anne Shibuko - Third Clerk Assistant
5. Ms. Clare Kidombo - Research Officer
6. Mr. Donald Manyala - Research Officer
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3.0 MANDATE OF THE COMMITTEE

The Committee of Powers and Privileges draws its mandate from the Constitution, the
Public Officers Ethics Act, 2003, the Leadership and Integrity Act, 2012, the Parliamentary
Powers and Privileges Act, 2017 and the National Assembly Standing Orders, which assigns

to the Committee various functions, which include the following:

3.1. Inquiring into the conduct of a member whose conduct is alleged to constitute a

breach of privilege

Section 15(4)(a) of the Parliamentary Powers and Privileges Act, 2017 mandates the
Committee to inquire into the conduct of a Member whose conduct is alleged to constitute a
breach of privilege in terms of section 16 of the Act. The breaches contemplated under

section 16 are —

(a) the unauthorized publication of any journal, if the publication of the journal is
prohibited by or in terms of the Standing Otrders or an order or resolution of
Parliament, any journal purporting that it has been published under the authority of
Parliament or a committee or the Speaker while it has not been published under such
authority, or any journal purporting that it is a verbatim account of the proceedings of

Parliament or a committee while it is not such account;

(b) assaulting, obstructing, molesting or insulting etc.; improper influence in contravention

of sections 25, 26 or 28 of the Act;
(c) committing offences in relation to witnesses!, including -

(i) failing to attend at the time and place specified in a summons, without sufficient
cause, having been duly summoned;

(i) failing to remain in attendance until excused from further attendance by the
person presiding at the inquiry;

(i) refusing to be sworn in or to make an affirmation as a witness;

! Section 27(1)(a), (b) or (2) and (3)(d), (e), (f) or (g)) Parliamentary Powers and Prvileges Act, 2017
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(iv) failing or disobeying, without sufficient cause, to answer fully and satisfactorily all

questions lawfully put to the person;

(v) failing or disobeying to produce any document, paper, book or record in the

person's possession, custody or control which the person has been required to

produce; and on conviction, such offences attract a fine not exceeding two

hundred thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six

months or to both;

(vi) other serious offences in relation to witnesses?, including -

(@]

threatening, obstructing, assaulting or insulting a member of staff or police
officer carrying out service of summons issued under this Act;

using abusive language directed at a member, a committee or a House of
Parliament;

threatening or obstructing another person in respect of evidence to be
given before Parliament or a committee;

inducing another person to refrain from giving evidence to or to produce a
document before Patliament or a committee; or

inducing another person to give false evidence before Parliament or a
committee;

assaulting or penalising or threatening another person or deprives the
person of any benefit on account of the giving or proposed giving of
evidence before Parliament or a committee;

with intent to deceive or mislead Parliament or a committee, producing a
false, untrue, fabricated or falsified document; or

wilfully furnishing Patliament or a committee with information which is
false or misleading or makes a statement before Parliament or committee
that is false or misleading, and on conviction, such offences attract a fine
not exceeding five hundred thousand or a term of imprisonment not

exceeding one year or to both such fine and imprisonment;

2 Ibid
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(d) willfully failing or refusing to obey any rule, order or resolution of Parliament;
(€) contravening any provision of the Speaker’s orders?; or

(f) conducting himself or herself in 2 manner which, in the opinion of the Committee, is
intended, or is likely to reflect adversely on the dignity or integrity of Parliament, or

of the Members or to be contrary to the best interests of Parliament or its Members.

The Committee may inquire into the conduct of a Member whose conduct is alleged to
constitute a breach of privilege either of its own motion (o moto) or as a result of a
complaint made by any person. Upon conclusion of the inquiry, the Committee may
recommend any or all the sanctions under Section 17 of the Act. Where the relevant House
finds that 2 Member has committed a breach of privilege, the relevant House may, in

addition to any other penalty to which the Member may be liable under a specific law -

(a) issue a formal warning;

(b) reprimand the member;

(c) order the member to apologize to the House or to a person in a manner to be
recommended by the Committee of Powers and Privileges;

(d) withholding, for a specific period of time, of the member’s right to the use or
enjoyment of any specified facility provided to Members by Parliament;

(¢) removing or suspending the Member from any parliamentary position occupied by
the Member for a specified period of time, impose such fine in terms of the
Member’s monthly salary and allowances as the House may determine;

(f) suspend the Member for such period as the House may decide, whether or not
Parliament or any of its committees is scheduled to meet during that period or

vacation of seat pursuant to Articles 75(2)(b) and 103(1)(c) of the Constitution.

3 Section 37, Parliamentary Powers and Privileges Act, 2017
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In the case of an inquiry arising from a complaint, the Parliamentary Powers and Privileges
Act envisages such inquity to be concluded within fourteen days of receipt of a complaint.
Moreover, the Committee is expected to table its findings in the House, together with such
recommendations, as it considers appropriate for consideration, within fourteen days of the
conclusion of an enquiry. However, section 36 of the Act permits the Committee to seek an

extension of time for inquiring into a complaint.
3.2. Enforcement of the Rules Governing the conduct of Members of Parliament

Chapter Six of the Constitution of Kenya prescribes standards of leadership and integrity for
holders of public offices. Article 75 of the Constitution assigns the Committee the role to

exercise penal authority over contravention of the Leadership and Integrity Code.

It states —

(2) A person who contravenes clause (1), or Article 76, 77 or 78 (2) —
(a) shall be subject to the applicable disciplinary procedure for the relevant office; and

(b) may, in accordance with the disciphnary procedure referred to in paragraph (a), be dismissed or

otherwise removed from offfice.

The Public Officer Ethics Act, 2003 also assigns to the Committee the function of
investigating and enforcing compliance with the Code of Conduct. Section 3(5) provides that
the public officer’s responsible Commission may investigate to determine whether the public

officer has contravened the Code of Conduct and Ethics.
The General Leadership and Integrity Code contained in the Leadership and Integrity Act,
2012 is also within the ambit of the Committee of Powers and Privileges and applies in

respect to misconduct by Members of Parliament.

Section 37(3) of the Parliamentary Powers and Privileges Act provides for a Code of
Conduct for Members of Parliament, provided in the Fourth Schedule to the Act. Rule 12 of
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the Code specifically empowers the Committee of Powers and Privileges to enforce the

Code and recommend penalties for its breach.
3.3. Procedure for considering the Report by the Committee

The manner of considering a Report of the Committee of Powers and Privileges is anchored
in the Third Schedule to the Parliamentary Powers and Privileges Act. Section 1 of the

Schedule provides that —

“every Report by the Committee concerning any inquiry into the conduct of a Member shall, as soon as

possible after it has been completed, be laid by a member of that Committee on the Table of the House.”

Section 2 of the Schedule contemplates that ‘% zhe Report does not recommend any disciplinary
action, there shall be no further proceedings whatsoever in respect of it, other than (where necessary) further

inquiry and Report by the Committee may be needed.”

Further, pursuant to section 3(1) of the Schedule, ‘% the Report recommends disciplinary action, a
member of the Committee must as soon as possible after the report has been laid, but after giving at least one

day’s previous notice, move that the House adopts the Report.”

Motion for adoption of a Report of the Committee of Powers and Privileges is debated in

the usual manner and in the open; except that —

(i) in exceptional circumstances to be determined by the Speaker, strangers may be

ordered to withdraw throughout the debate; and

(i) no amendment may be moved, other than an amendment of the disciplinary action
recommended by the Report or an amendment to the effect that the Report is

referred back to the Committee for further inquiry.

Where the House adopts any recommendation of the Report for disciplinary action, with or

without amendment, the Speaker is required to forthwith take action accordingly.
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4.0 THE LAW PERTAINING TO CONDUCT
4.1. The Constitution of Kenya

Article 73(1) (a) (iii) of the Constitution bestows upon State Officers the responsibilities of
leadership and requires authority assigned to a State officer to bring honour to the nation
and dignity to the office. Further, Article 75(1) (c) of the Constitution provides that “4 Staze
officer shall behave, whether in public and official life, in private life, or in association with other persons, in a
manner that avords demeaning the office the officer holds.” Further, Articles 75(2) and 103(1) (c) of the
Constitution details sanction for contravention of Article 75(1) of the Constitution.
However, it is important to note that the determination of any question whether the seat of a

member has become vacant is the remit of the High Court*.
4.2. The Leadership and Integrity Act, 2012

This law was enacted pursuant to Article 80 of the Constitution to give effect to the
provisions of Chapter Six of the Constitution on Leadership and Integrity. Section 11(b) of
the Act requires a State Officer to “freat members of the public and other public officers with courtesy
and respect.” Section 41(1) provides that, “subject to subsection (2), a breach of the Code amounts to
misconduct for which the State officer may be subjected to disciplinary proceedings. ... Where an allegation of
breach of the Code has been made against a State officer in respect of whom the Constitution or any other law
provides the procedure for removal or dismissal, the question of removal or dismissal shall be determined in

accordance with the Constitution or that other law’.
4.3. The Public Officer Ethics Act, 2003

Most provisions of this Act replicate those of the Leadership and Integrity Act, 2012.
Nonetheless, section 20 (1) provides that ‘@ public officer shall conduct bis private affairs in a way

that maintains public confidence in the integrity of bis office’.

4 Article 105(1)(b) of the Constitution of Kenya.
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4.4. The Parliamentary Powers and Privileges Act, 2017

Section 16(e) of the Parliamentary Powers and Privileges Act (PPPA) provides that ‘e
Committee of Powers and Privileges may find a Member to be in breach of privilege tf a Member conducts
bimself or berself in a manner which, in the opinion of the Committee of Powers and Privileges, is intended, or
is likely to reflect adversely on the dignity or integrity of Parliament, or of the Members or to be contrary to

the best interests of Parliament or its Members’.
4.5. The Code of Conduct for Members of Parliament pursuant to the PPPA

The Code of Conduct for Members of Parliament (Fourth Schedule to the Parliamentary
Powers and Privileges Act) made pursuant to section 37(3) gives wide-ranging provisions
and guidelines on the conduct of members and all members are bound by it when
discharging their duties and responsibilities. The purpose of the Code is to create public trust
and confidence in Members of Parliament and to protect the integrity of Parliament. The
Code also sets out General Principles of Conduct members are bound by whenever any of
them performs the roles of either House of Parliament set out under Articles 95 and 96 of

the Constitution.

These principles include selflessness, integrity, objectivity, accountability, openness,
honesty, and leadership. In short, Members take decisions solely in terms of the public
interest. They should not do so in order to gain financial or other material benefits for
themselves, their family, or their friends. Avoiding placing themselves under any financial or
other obligation to outside individuals or organisations that might influence them in the
performance of their official duties is the ideal. In carrying out public business, including
making public appointments, awarding contracts, or recommending individuals for rewards
and benefits, Members are expected to make choices on merit. They must be accountable
for their decisions and actions to the public and must submit themselves to whatever
scrutiny is appropriate to their office. Members should be as open as possible about all the
decisions and actions that they take. They should also endeavor to give reasons for their

decisions and restrict information only when the wider public interest clearly demands. They
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have a duty to declare any private interests relating to their public duties and to take steps to
resolve any conflicts arising in a way that protects the public interest. They should also

promote and support these principles by leadership and example.

Members are also bound to faithfully and conscientiously discharge their duties and obey,
respect, uphold, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution and the rule of law. In the
conduct of their parliamentary duties, members are expected to act in the public interest, and
resolve any conflict between their personal interest and the public interest in favour of the
public interest. Members of Patliament should not accept or agree to accept any financial
inducement as an incentive or reward for the performance of their duties, seek to profit or
profit from membership of the House by accepting or agreeing to accept payment or other
incentive or reward in return for providing parliamentary advice or services, or incur a
financial or other obligation that unduly influences the Member in the performance of his or

her duties.

Members are also bound to register all financial and non-financial interests that may
reasonably influence their patliamentary actions with the Speaker of the National Assembly.
Before contributing to debate in the House or its Committees, or communicating with State
Officers or other public servants, they are bound to declare any relevant interest in the
context of parliamentary debate or the matter under discussion and to observe any rules
agreed of the House in respect of financial support for Members or the facilities of the
House. A relevant interest is an interest that may be seen by a reasonable member of the
public to influence the way in which a Member discharges his or her parliamentary duties.
Members must ensure that registered interests are accurate and updated within one month of
any change in particulars. A member of the House is expected to uphold the dignity and
integrity of the House by promoting respect for the House and its institutions at all times
and ensuring that the member’s non-parliamentary activites do not interfere with or
compromise the member’s official duties or bring the House into disrepute. A
member of the House is also expected to ensure that parliamentary duties of the member

take precedence over the member’s other activities.
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It is important to note that Members undertake to abide by the Code of Conduct upon

taking the oath of office and at the start of each Parliament.

4.6. Disciplinary process and sanctions for breach of the Code of Conduct

The Committee, established under Section 15 of the Parliamentary Powers and Privileges
Act has jurisdiction to, among other functions, inquire into the conduct of a member whose
conduct is alleged to constitute a breach of privilege in terms of Section 16 of the Act. This
inquiry may commence either s#o moty or upon a complaint being made to the Committee by
any person. This does not however preclude any investigative or prosecutorial agency from
preferring charging charges if the acts or omission amount to offences under common law

or statute law.
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5.0 BRIBERY ALLEGATIONS
5.1. Allegations of Bribery

On or around July 7, 2018 there were media reports published in The People Daily
Newspaper of bribery allegations against the Members of Parliament and Parliament as a
“house of bribes”. Subsequently, allegations of bribery against certain Members of Parliament
arose during the debate on the Report of the Joint Committee on Trade, Industry and
Cooperatives and that on Agriculture and Livestock, heteinafter the ‘Joint Committee’ on the
inquiry into importation of alleged illegal and contaminated sugar into the country.
Consequently, the Speaker of the National Assembly referred the claims to the Committee
of Powers and Privileges to investigate and report on the matters, which touch and relate not
only to the integrity of the Members of the National Assembly but the dignity of the House

as well.

As the Committee mandated to deal with matters relating to the integrity of the Members of
the National Assembly and the House, the Committee resolved to investigate the adverse
allegations on the conduct of certain Members of the National Assembly around the time of
the debate on the report of the Joint Committee. The report of the Joint Committee on
inquiry into importation of alleged illegal and contaminated sugar into the country, hereafter
referred to as the ‘Sugar Report’, was tabled in the House on 15t August 2018 and adopted on
9t August 2018. The Committee resolved to analyse the media reports including newspapers
articles and video clips with a view to determining the specific Members that made the

allegations and the nature and veracity of those allegations.
5.2 The Law relating to Bribery of Members of Parliament

The Standards in Public Office for Members of Parliament are new in the Parliament of
Kenya and are incorporated in the General Principles of Conduct in the Parliamentary
Powers and Privileges Act, 2017. The common and statute law relating to bribery such as the
Anti-Corruption and Economic Crimes Act (ACECA) which includes #he National Assembly

and the Parliamentary Service in the definidon of a “public body” and definition of
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“corruption” to include bribery, abuse of office, breach of trust, and dishonesty, and the provisions
of the Bribery Act, 2016 apply to every person, including legislators. Important too to note is
that the office of a Member of Parliament constitutes a public office for the purposes of the
common law offences of abuse of office. Corruption, bribery and attempted bribery of a
Member of Patliament, acting in his or her Parliamentary capacity, is still within the ambit of
the criminal law. Acts of bribery by, or of, a Member of Parliament, are also dealt with as a

breach of privilege. It is for each House of Parliament to enforce its privileges.

Apart from relying on Parliamentary Privilege to deal with accusations of the bribery of
Members of Patliament, members are clearly subject to the present corruption statutes in full
and there is no distinction between conduct which should be dealt with by the criminal law

and that which should be left to Parliament itself.

Offering bribes to Members to influence them in their conduct as a Member, or of any fee
ot reward in connection with the promotion of, or opposition to, any Bill, resolution, matter
ot thing submitted, or intended to be submitted to the House, or any committee is a breach
of privilege. The acceptance by a Member of such a bribe in similar circumstances is also a
breach of privilege. These also include conduct such as offering money to a Member to ask a
Parliamentary Question, entering into any contract with an outside body which might
control or limit the independence or freedom of action of a Member, or failing to disclose

relevant pecuniaty interests or benefits in debates or proceedings of the House.

While there is a case for saying that any alleged corrupt activity by a Member of
Parliament 7z relation to their Parliamentary duties, could be a matter for Parliament alone and
that the courts and criminal law should not intervene, the Constitution of Kenya now
subjects all persons to the rule of law. The National Assembly Standing Orders also
prescribe sanctions for offences of misconduct including suspension, and suspension with
loss of salary and/or allowances. But nothing stops the investigative and prosecution
agencies from preferring charges and the courts from convicting Members for offences

penalized by statute. By the law subjecting Members of Parliament to the ctiminal law in a
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similar way to members of other public bodies, it means that the courts could take

jutisdiction over corrupt acts committed by Members.

5.3 The role of the Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission

It is common for the Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission (EACC), on its own initiative
or upon a complaint from any person, to send complaints pertaining to breaches of
privileges or breach of the Code of Conduct by Members to the Committee of Powers and
Privileges. In addition to the functions of the EACC under Article 252 and Chapter Six of
the Constitution, the Commission, in relation to State officers is mandated to develop and
promote standards and best practices in integtity and anti-corruption and to develop a code
of ethics.

Apart from working with other State and public offices in the development and promotion
of standards and best practices in integtity and anti-corruption, the Commission is mandated
to receive complaints on the breach of the code of ethics by public officers and to
investigate and recommend to the Director of Public Prosecutions the prosecution of any
acts of corruption, bribery or economic crimes or violation of codes of ethics or other
matter prescribed under Leadership and Integrity Act, 2012, the Anti-Corruption and
Economic Crimes Act or any other law enacted pursuant to Chapter Six of the Constitution.
It also recommends appropriate action to be taken against State officers or public officers
alleged to have engaged in unethical conduct, oversees the enforcement of codes of ethics
prescribed for public officers, advises, on its own initiative, any person on any matter within
its functions, raises public awareness on ethical issues and educates the public on the dangers
of corruption and enlists and fosters public support in combating corruption. With due
regard to the requirements of the Anti-Corruption and Economic Crimes Act, 2003 (No. 3
of 2003), as to confidentality and subject to Article 31 of the Constitution, the Commission
monitors the practices and procedures of public bodies to detect corrupt practices and to
secure the revision of methods of work or procedures that may be conducive to corrupt
practices. The commission may institute and conduct proceedings in court for purposes of
the recovery or protection of public property, or for the freeze or confiscation of proceeds

of corruption or related to corruption, or the payment of compensation, or other punitive
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and disciplinary measures. The Commission is therefore an important partner of the
Committee of Powers and Privileges in enforcement of ethics and integrity of Members of

Parliament.
5.2. Committee Sittings

The Committee held twelve sittings to consider the matter. At its first sitting held on
Wednesday, 1%t September 2018, the Committee reviewed the matter of the article “House of
Bribes” by The People Daily newspapet that also made claims of bribery in the House and
resolved to revisit and hear the journalists in a subsequent sitting to be held on Thursday, 20
September 2018. At the sitting held on Wednesday, 5% September 2018, the Committee
reviewed the terms of reference of the Communication made on 8% August 2018 by the
Speaker referring the claims of bribery of Members to reject the Sugar Report and the
newspaper articles attributed to various Members on the matter. The Committee identified

the following Members as persons of intetest to be invited to adduce evidence on the matter:

1. The Hon. Capt. (Rtd) Didmus Wekesa Barasa Mutua, Member for Kimilili Constituency
2. The Hon. James Onyango K’Oyoo, Member for Muhoroni Constituency
3. The Hon. Godftrey Osotsi, Nominated Member of Parliament

4. The Hon. Jayne Kihara, Member for Naivasha Constituency

5. The Hon. John Waluke, Member for Sirisia

6. The Hon. Geoffrey Odanga, Member for Matayos Constituency

7. The Hon. Simba Arati, Member for Dagoretti North Constituency

8. The Hon. Samuel Atandi, Member for Alego Usonga Constituency

9. The Hon. Makhokha Murunga, Member for Matungu Constituency

10. The Hon. Wamuchomba Gathoni, MP , Member for Kiambu County
11. The Hon. Angatia Savula Ayub, MP, Member for Lugari Constituency
12. The Hon. Rahab Wachira Mukami, MP., Member for Nyeri County

At the sittings held on Wednesday, 19% September 2018 in Committee Room 12, the
Committee had preliminary deliberations on the matter and thereafter heard submissions

from the following Members of Parliament-
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The Hon. Capt. (Rtd) Didmus Wekesa Barasa Mutua, Member for Kimilili Constituency
The Hon. James Onyango K’Oyoo, Member of Parliament for Muhoroni Constituency
The Hon. Godfrey Osotsi, Nominated Member of Parliament

The Hon. Jayne Kihara, Member of Parliament for Naivasha Constituency

The Hon. John Waluke, Member of Parliament for Sirisia

The Hon. Geoffrey Odanga, Member of Parliament for Matayos Constituency

The Hon. Simba Arati, Member of Parliament for Dagoretti North Constituency

The Hon. Samuel Atandi, Member of Parliament for Alego Usonga Constituency

o ® N3 AL

The Hon. Makhokha Murunga, Member of Parliament for Matungu Constituency

On Tuesday, 25% September 2018, the Committee held two sittings in Committee Room 12,

and received oral submissions from the following witnesses-

1. The Hon. Wamuchomba Gathoni, MP, Member for Kiambu County

2. The Hon. Angatia Savula Ayub, MP, Member for Lugari Constituency

3. The Hon. Kipkosgei Tonui Joseph, MP, Member for Kuresoi South Constituency
4. The Hon. Fatuma Gedi, MP, Member for Wajir County

5. The Hon. David Gikaria, MP, Member for Nakuru Town East Constituency

The Committee held a further siting on Wednesday 3 October 2018 to receive
submissions from the Member for Nyeri County, the Hon. Rahab Wachira Mukami, MP.

Subsequent to the oral submission by the Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba, MP alluding to
some facilities as probable sites where the bribery allegedly took place, the Committee
conducted a site visit on Tuesday, 16% October 2018 to enable it make a determination of

the matter under consideration.

Having gathered evidence from oral submissions and site visits, the Committee held two
sittings in Mombasa on Friday 16 and Saturday 17% November 2018 to analyse the
evidence and review the footage of National Assembly proceedings of Thursday, 9% August
2018 as recorded by the Parliamentary Broadcasting Unit to ascertain whether or not

envelopes allegedly containing bribes were exchanged in the Chamber.
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Thereafter, the Committee considered and adopted its Report on the matter in its Sitting
held on 17th November 2018.

The relevant minutes of these sittings form part of the Report and are appended hereto in
accordance with the Standing Orders at Appendix 1. Hansard record, both audio and written
transcripts, are separately preserved by the Clerk of the National Assembly.
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6.0 PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE
6.1. Evidence

The Committee obtained and reviewed evidence carried in newspaper articles from The Dail/
Nation, The Standard, The Star and The People Daily newspapers, and video clips from Citigen
TV and K24 TV stations. The Committee further invited Members of Parliament to whom
certain statements relayed by the media and other statements in the public domain were
attributed to as having knowledge of the allegations as to the conduct of certain Members

around the time of consideration of the Sugar Report.
6.2. Proceedings

The Committee received oral submissions from the following Members, appeating as

witnesses —

(i) Hon. Capt. (Rtd) Didmus Barasa, Member for Kimilili Constituency

The Hon. Capt. (Rtd) Didmus Barasa, MP appeared before the Committee on Wednesday
19t September 2018. Before giving his submissions, he requested for clarification on the
nature of the invitation of by the Committee. He further stated that he had written to the
Clerk of the National Assembly (ltter tabled before the Committee dated 18% September 2018) in
response to the invitation to appear before the Committee on 10 September 2018

addressing the subject matter of the hearing.

The Chairperson of the Committee advised that the proper way to address the letter should
have been to direct it to the Clerk of the National Assembly since the letter dated 10%
September 2018 inviting him to the Committee originated from the Clerk. The honorable
Member further requested the Committee to make a distinction between whistleblowers and
persons of interest and/or suspects appearing before it, noting that he had honoured the
invitation and was appearing as a friend of the Committee, especially since he was also

member of the Committee of Powers and Privileges.

The Chairperson of the Committee informed the witness that the hearings were quasi-

judicial in nature and that he was not going to be treated as an accused person but as a
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witness. The Chairperson further informed the witness that the purpose of the invitation was
to provide information to the Committee that would enlighten it on the various allegations
made against some Members of the National Assembly around the time of the consideration

of the Sugar Report.

Hon. Capt. (Rtd.) Didmus Barasa was presented with the following evidence attributed to
him-

(1) A video clip from K24 Telvision station in which he stated that he saw a member of

Parliament giving bribes of Ksh. 10,000; and

(2) Newspaper articles in The Daily Nation newspaper of 15% August 2018 and The People

Daily newspaper of 15% August 2018, which contained statements attributed to him.

With regard to the subject matter of the hearing, the Hon. Capt. (Rtd) Didmus Barasa, MP

submitted to the Committee under oath as follows-

(1) That the person appearing in the clip was indeed him and that he spoke what was

captured on the video clip;

(2) That he saw a Member of Parliament giving out Ksh. 10,000 to influence Members to

vote in a particular manner;

(3) That the Member of Parliament who was giving out the money was Hon. Fatuma

Gedi, Women Representative for Wajir County;

(4) That the Hon. Fatuma Gedi offered him an envelope in the National Assembly
Chamber during a plenary sitting but he could not take it because his conscience could

not allow;

(5) That the Hon. John Waluke witnessed the incident as he was sitting near him and in
fact had conversations with him concerning the incident, as she also attempted to bribe

Hon. Waluke;

(6) That he established the amount to be Ksh.10, 000 because in the process of

establishing the contents of the envelope, Hon. Fatuma Gedi stated, “Hi7 #: elfu kumi,
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(10)

(1)
(12)

(13)

(14)

tuangushe hii kitn”.  He, however, did not check the contents of the envelope to
ascertain whether indeed it was Ksh. 10,000 but had no reason to doubt the assertion

by Hon. Gedi.

That the statements attributed to him in the August 11% newspaper article about sugar

barons wetre accurate;

That, however, the statements appeating in The Daily Nation newspaper dated 15%
August 2018 attributed to him were not accurate, further clarifying that that his

statement was to the effect that the Hon. Fatuma Gedi atterzpted to bribe him;

That he believed that the bribe/money offered to him was so that he would reject
amendments to the Report as proposed by the Hon. Gladys Wanga, MP;

That he did not raise the matter in the House because he wasn’t successful in catching
the Speaker’s eye when he sought to tise on a point of order so as to raise the matter
on the floor. However, when the Speaker issued a communication that the Committee
of Powers and Privileges would investigate the allegations, he decided to await to

appear before the Committee;
That he has no ulterior motives against the person of the Hon. Fatuma Gedj;

That he believed the Member was acting for a third party and was likely protecting the
Cabinet Secretary for Ministry of Industry, Trade and Co-operatives who had been
adversely mentioned in the report. Further, that part of the amendments by Hon.
Gladys Wanga were to include names and actions for those adversely mentioned in the
report;

That, as a representative of sugarcane farmers, he was angered by the actions of the

membet;

That he remembers the Hon. Fatuma Gedi held a presser demanding an apology from
him, though they had not interacted nor discussed the matter other than meeting on

two occasions in the corridors of Parliament.
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(ii)

Hon. James Onyango K’Oyoo, Member for Muhoroni Constituency

Hon. James Onyango K’Oyoo, MP, appeared before the Committee on Wednesday 19t

September 2018. He was presented with a newspaper article in The Saturday Standard dated

11t August 2018 which contained statements attributed to him.

With regard to the subject matter of the hearing, the Hon. James Onyango K’Oyoo, MP

submitted to the Committee under oath as follows -

©)

(2)

3

)

©)

©)

That he confirmed the reporting in the newspaper attributed to him as having stated

that the Speaker, “gagged the repor?’, to be an accurate reporting;

That the member stated that he did not get an opportunity to express his displeasure
on the floor of the House and that he was frustrated because the matter concerning the
sugar industry is of great concern to his constituents. He further stated that the
emotional statements may have been in reaction to his having been unhappy because
the report was not adopted and that he did not get a chance to express the feelings of

the people he represents;

That on the material day when the report was being debated, many members were
scheduled to speak as such he did not get an opportunity to express his views. He was
of the opinion that rejecting the report was “throwing the baby with the bathwater” and he

did not get the opportunity to remedy the issues raised against the report;

That he would like to apologize for statements he uttered that the Speaker, "gagged the

repor?” as it does not reflect the true position, having made the remarks in anger;

That he did not have tangible evidence to table before the Committee on any bribery

claims regarding the report and that he did not want to, “peddle in rumours’;

That, however, the statements catried in The Saturday Standard dated 11 August 2018
attributed to him to the effect that “bbbying was done with no iota of respect” was accurate.
He explained that in his view, the lobbying done against the adoption of the report did
not respect the intetest of the farmers and the interest of the public and that in his own

judgment it was reckless.

Report of the Committee of Powers and Privileges, November 2018 | 25



(iii) Hon. Godfrey Osotsi, Nominated Member of Parliament

Hon. Godfrey Osotsi appeared before the Committee on Wednesday 19 September 2018.

He was presented with a newspaper article from The Sasurday Nation dated 11% August 2018

which contained statements attributed to him.

With regard to the subject matter of the hearing, the Hon. Godfrey Osotsi, MP submitted to

the Committee under oath as follows -

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

That the report attributed to him and carried in The Saturday Nation dated 11th August
2018, that, ‘Nominated MP Godfrey Osotsi said the rejection of the report was a victory for cartels
and a big blow to thousands of farmers who eke out a living through cane farming ... The institution of
Parliament that is supposed to protect the public has turned against them, said Osotsi” was not
accurate;

The member submitted to the Committee that the newspaper report may have emanated
from a press conference held at the Media Centre. He stated that he spoke of millions of
people who depend on cane farming rather than the reported "“rhousands of farmers'" and
specifically over 6 million people in the Western and Nyanza regions who depended on
cane farming;

That he did not mention anything about bribery and only spoke of the amendments to
the report that he had sponsored;

That he did not witness any member receive bribes;

That some of the statements made at the time may have been spoken out of
emotion/ frustration because he felt that he (and other members) had tried to save the
report and it was instead rejected by the majority;

That he apologizes for the statements made that may have lowered the credibility of
Parliament and regrets the second part of the statement that “The institution of Parliament
that is supposed to protect the public has turned against them”;

That, pertaining to the question of “cartels” in the sugar industry, he recorded a
statement with the Director of Criminal Investigations (DCI) in August 2016, and as a

result preferred not to mention any names since the matter is currently alive and under
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investigation. He also informed the committee that that his life was in danger after

receiving threats and also reported an attack at his gate the same weekend;

(iv) Hon. Jayne Kihara, Member for Naivasha Constituency

Hon. Jayne Kihara, MP appeared before the Committee on Wednesday 19t September
2018.

She was presented with a video clip from the K24 Television station, a newspaper atticle from
The Saturday Nation dated 11% August 2018 and The People Dazly dated 15t August 2018 which

contained statements attributed to her.

With regard to the subject matter of the hearing, the Hon. Jayne Kihara, MP submitted to

the Committee under oath as follows-

(1) That indeed the person shown in the video clip aired on K24 Television station was her
and that she made the statements contained in the clip. She, however, disputed the
reporting by the reporter in the clip who stated that there would be, ‘@ reward in

monetary terms” if they voted against the report;

(2) That regarding the report carried in The People Daily dated 15% August 2018, she stated
that the report was untrue. She disputed the report that she was offered money to vote

against the report;

(3) That on the statement spoken in the video clip aired on the K24 Television station that,
“Ingawaje kwa kweli kuna wale walikula pesa....” the member submitted to the Committee
that this was a result of hearsay based on what she had been told by Hon. Rahab
Mukami, the Nyeri County Woman Representative.

(4) That the Hon. Rahab Mukami told her “that people had been bribed around here”. She added
it was said in passing that, “that lady is distributing money” while pointing at the said
person and that she did not know the member being referred to other than “she s

Muslim owing to her mode of dressing”.
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©)

That she would not be able to identify the Member of Parliament. She further
submitted that she should have said instead said that, “kwa kweli niliskia ama niliambiwa”
which would have been a better reflection of what took place although she took the

statement by the Member to be the truth;

That she did not see anyone being bribed nor was she offered money to vote against

the report;

That with regard to a member mobilizing Nakuru members of Parliament to vote in a
certain way as mentioned in the video clip aired on the K24 Telvision station, she stated
that she was approached by Hon. David Gikaria, Member for Nakuru Town East who
told her that he was mobilizing Nakuru members of Parliament to vote a certain way

and said “bit kitu tunaangusha’;

That on further inquiring from Hon. Gikaria as to who had asked that they should not
vote for the report, she said he (Gikaria) responded that it was the President at the
instigation of the Leader of the Majority Party for the reason that the persons
implicated in the report were Jubilee Party Ministers. She said she told the member that

she was not voted in by the President but by the people of Naivasha;

That on the issue of the insinuation that the Head of State was behind the voting, the
Committee noted that in the video clip aired on the K24 television station, she stated
that the reason given not to vote for the report was, “Because the people belong to Uburu”
(said in Kiswahili). Hon. Kihara submitted that when she asked Hon. Gikaria why they

should not vote the report, his response was that “the Ministers belong to President Uburu’;

(v) Hon. John Waluke, Member for Sirisia Constituency

Hon. John Waluke, MP, appeared before the Committee on Wednesday 19t September

2018,

He was presented with a newspaper article from The Saturday Nation dated 11t August 2018

which contained statements attributed to him.
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With regard to the subject matter of the hearing, the Hon. John Waluke, MP submitted to

the Committee under oath as follows -

©)

2

3)

)

That he denies the statements in the newspaper atticle carried in The Saturday Nation
dated August 11t 2018. He stated that he “.. did not see anything and did not witness
anything like money being exchanged in the House”. He stated that contrary to what was
reported, Hon. Capt. (Rtd) Didmus Barasa was sitting across the aisle of the Chamber
and he could not have seen him being offered a blue envelope. He further stated that
an hour before appearing before the Committee, he met the Member (Hon. Didmus
Barasa) and asked him if he was given money, and the Member said he was offered

Ksh.10, 000 in a blue envelope;

That he did not know why the Committee had invited him. He stated that he is not
aware of what took place and that he was not in the company of Hon. Capt. (Rtd)

Didmus Barasa on that material day;

That when asked who offered the money, Hon. Waluke stated that "Hon. Capt. (Rzd)
Didmus Barasa said a member from Isiolo and that he was offered Ksh. 10,000 but he did not take
it since it was little. Maybe if it were Ksh. 100,000 he wonld have considered”, and

That he did not have the purported discussion as reported in the Newspaper article

and did not discuss, “@nything anywhere” before we entered the floor of the House.

(vi) Hon. Geoffrey Odanga, Member for Matayos Constituency

Hon. Geoffrey Odanga, MP appeared before the Committee on Wednesday, 19t September

2018.

He was presented with a Newspaper article from the Standard dated 10% August 2018 and

The Saturday Nation dated 11t August 2018, which contained statements attributed to him.

With regard to the subject matter of the hearing, the Hon. Geoffrey Odanga, MP submitted

to the Committee under oath as follows -
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That to a large extent, the reports attributed to him in the newspaper article were

accurate;

That he was at the new restaurant taking lunch with two of his constituents and while
he was taking lunch a member came up to him and informed him to go inside the

Members’ Lounge annexed to the new restaurant to take the money;

That the member who informed him was Hon. Joseph Kipkosgei Tonui, Member for
Kuresoi South Constituency. He informed him that Ksh. 20,000 was being given to

some Members of the National Assembly to reject the Sugar Repor?,

That the Hon. Joseph Mairo Oyula, Member for Butula Constituency joined him

where he was seated and agreed that they would not take the money;

That as he was heading towards the chamber, he shouted the words that were

attributed to him in Tke Standard and The Daily Nation newspapers;

That the words were said in anger at being told to pick Ksh. 20,000 to shoot down the

report;
That the intention of the money being given out was to reject the report; and

That he did not report the matter because the Speaker had issued a Communication

that the Committee of Powers and Privileges would investigate the issue.

(vii) Hon. Simba Arati, Member for Dagoretti North Constituency

Hon. Simba Arati, MP appeared before the Committee on Wednesday, 19t September 2018.

He was presented with a Newspaper article from The People Daily dated 10* August 2018 and

The Standard dated 10t August 2018, which contained statements attributed to him.

With regard to the subject matter of the hearing, the Hon. Simba Arati, MP submitted to the

Committee under oath as follows-

M

That he denies the accuracy of what has been attributed to him in the newspapers;
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That the document tabled on the floor of the house is not what was signed. As a
member of the Joint Committee, they were advised that the report couldn’t come
with amendments from the Chairman so members asked Hon. Gladys Wanga to
bring amendments to the floor of the House. However, the amendments did not
pass;

That the CCTV cameras could provide clear evidence if indeed there was a possibility
of open bribery;

That there are Members of Parliament who had confirmed that there was bribery but
he (Hon. Arati) never took part in giving or receiving any bribe;

That the only contention he, with other members of the Joint Committee, had was
that the Report that was tabled had been drastically altered from what had been
initially adopted by the Committee; and

That he had not had the time to correct the statements attributed to him by the media

(viii) Hon. Samuel Atandi, Member for Alego Usonga Constituency

Hon. Samuel Atandi, MP appeared before the Committee on Wednesday 19 September

2018.

He was presented with a newspaper article from The Saturday Nation dated 11* August 2018

which contained statements attributed to him.

With regard to the subject matter of the hearing, the Hon. Samuel Atandi, MP submitted to

the Committee under oath as follows-

Q)

@)

3)

That the report carried in The Saturday Nation newspaper dated 11" August 2018 were

not accurate and he did not make the statement;

That when he read the newspaper article he had travelled to his Constituency and he

was approached by journalists for comment while he was attending a funeral;

That he tried to reach the media house which quoted him and raise the misquotation

but they have not been forthcoming;
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That if there were bribes given to members of the National Assembly they would

have been captured on CCTV;

That he condemned the alleged bribery of Members at the time and he was part of

the team that lobbied for amendments to be made to the Report; and

That he has no evidence that certain Members of Parliament were bribed.

(ix) Hon. Makhokha Murunga, Member for Matungu Constituency

Hon. Makhokha Murunga, MP appeared before the Committee on Wednesday 19t
September 2018.

He was presented with several newspaper articles, which contained statements attributed to

him.

With regard to the subject matter of the hearing, the Hon. Makhokha Murunga, MP

submitted to the Committee under oath as follows -

1

2
€
)
©)

©)

)

®

That the truth of what happened on the material day would have been captured on
CCTV cameras;

That the matters mentioned in the newspapers are captured in the CCTV;
That the matters reported in the newspaper articles are untrue;
That he did not take steps to address the misreporting by the media;

That he had not seen the newspaper articles before he appeared before the

Committee;

That if there is a Member that claimed he (Hon. Murunga) was in their company

when receiving a bribe, he is not aware and he did not see anything;

That on whether he has given an interview on the subject matter before, he

responded that he has spoken on the sugar issue on several occasions;

That he heard and read about bribery allegations in the newspapers;
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That he could not recollect meeting or discussing the report with Hon. Didmus

Barasa and/or Hon. John Waluke as reported in the newspapet;
That he did not sign any ptess statement in relation to the matter; and

That the Members who attended the presser on the Report were well captured in the

newspaper articles.

(x) Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba, County Member for Kiambu County

Hon. Gathoni appeared before the committee on Tuesday 25t September 2018.

With regard to the subject matter of the hearing, the Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba, MP

submitted to the Committee under oath as follows -

)

3)

That the statements published in The People Daily of Wednesday 15 August 2018 is a
true reflection of statements she made at a public gathering in Thika town around the
time of consideration of the sugar report as an expression of her displeasure with the

alleged bribery that led to the rejection of the report;

That on Thursday, 9% August 2018, she joined three other Members for lunch in the
restaurant. As she waited to be served, she noticed unusual movements and
excitement among several Members of the National Assembly in the lounges and
lobbies before the sitting of the House in which the Sxgar Report was considered. Of
the three Members she shared a table with, she could only recall the Hon. Wachira
Rahab Mukami, MP;

That she tried to establish the cause of the unusual movements and excitement by
Members although she could not physically identify any of the Members from where
she was seated. She, however, didn't get an opportunity to get to the room where
Members were coming from as the Chamber bell was on and she had to rush to the
Chamber, thus she never witnessed the activities in the said room. She overheard that

some Members were being bribed to reject the Sugar Report,
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That she passed by the ablution facilities on her way to the Chamber, and while inside
she overheard some conversation of female Members colleagues in vatious cubicles
discussing how some Members had been bribed with cash ranging from Ksh. 10.000
to Ksh. 20,000 to reject the Sugar Report,

That she also overheard one of them claiming that the County Woman
Representative for Wajir County, the Hon. Ali Fatuma Gedi, MP was the one giving
out bribes. She was unable to identify the Members by name or face since they
remained inside the toilet cubicles for long after they heard her phone ring, which

forced her to exit the toilets;

That while exiting from the Chamber later, she encountered crowds of Members in a
heated debate concerning the alleged bribery. She expressed her dissent for
corruption, which prompted one of the Members in the crowd to retort that “hi pesa
5z ya mama yako.” She was able to only identify the Hon. Njiru Jane Wanjuki, MP, who
had left the Chamber ahead of her and the Hon. Wachira Rahab Mukami, MP;

That she neither saw the Hon. Gedi giving bribes in person nor did she witness any
Member receiving a bribe. She only picked the bribery claims from the conversations

she heard among Members and the unusual behaviour she had observed;

That she didn’t make any formal steps to address the bribery allegations, however,
she registered her displeasure within the Women MPs caucus and had a long
telephone conversation with Hon. Wachira Rahab Mukami, MP regarding the

matters, but she wasn’t on the mission of conducting investigations on the matter;

That she, however, approached a Clerk Assistant for advice on the available
mechanisms that she could pursue to have the matter addressed and appropriate
action that could be taken against Members who may have been involved in bribery.
She was however advised to await an invitation to appear and give evidence to the
National Assembly Committee of Powers and Privileges, following the Speaker’s

communication to the House.
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(xi) Hon. Angatia Ayub Savula, MP, Member for Lugari Constituency
Hon. Ayub Savula appeared before the committee on Tuesday 25% September 2018.

The Chairperson welcomed the witness to the meeting. He read out a caption attributed to

him in The Standard newspaper of Saturday, August 11, 2018,
The witness submitted under oath, as follows —

() That the statement read out to him as published in the quoted The Standard

newspaper was correctly attributed to him;

(i) That he used the statement ‘rent seeking’ to desctibe the unbecoming behaviour by
Members of the Joint Committee during the inquiry process, which in his view, was

an expression of the potential to be influenced by witnesses through bribery;

(i) That he noted there was nothing wrong with Members shaking hand with witnesses
but it is against the rules of natural justice for judges to exchange pleasantries with
suspects. Furthermore, it is against the rules and procedures of the conduct of

committees as provided for by the standing orders; and

(iv) That the conduct of the Joint Committee cast doubt on its impartiality, thereby

setting the grounds for the rejection of the Sugar Report by the House.
(xii) Hon. Kipkosgei Joseph Tonui, MP, Member for Kuresoi South Constituency
Hon. Joseph Tonui appeared before the committee on Tuesday 25 September 2018.

The Chairperson informed the witness that he had been invited following a claim by the
Hon. Makokha Geoffrey Odanga, MP when he appeared before the Committee on
September 19, 2018. The Hon. Odanga had claimed that the witness approached him to go
to the Members” Lounge to receive his share of Ksh. 20,000.00 as a bribe to vote against the

Sugar Report.
Submitting under oath, the witness informed the Committee as follows —

1. That the claims by Hon. Odanga were false;
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That he did not know the Hon. Odanga in person and that they had not had prior
interactions since they shared no common interests. He was shocked that the

Member had mentioned him in his evidence;

That he had never had lunch with the Hon. Odanga and that he never requested
Hon. Odanga to collect his bribe from the Members’ Lounge as alleged;

That he had not discussed with any Member regarding the Sugar report around the

time the report was tabled; and

That he voted against the Sugar Report as a matter of principle believing it was
shoddy, and not on the basis of any external influence, as even the parties mentioned

were not from his region as alleged.

(xiii) Hon. Ali Fatuma Gedi, MP, Member for Wajir County

Hon. Fatuma Gedi appeared before the committee on Tuesday 25% September 2018.

The Chairperson welcomed the witness to the Committee and informed her that she had

been invited to clarify allegations made against her by the Hon. Capt. (Rtd.) Didmus Wekesa

Barasa, MP. In his evidence to the Committee on Wednesday, September 19, 2018, the Hon.
Barasa alleged that the Hon. Gedi attempted to bribe him with Ksh. 10,000 to reject the

Sugar Report. He repulsed the advance, which was witnessed by the Hon. Maj. (Rtd.) John
Waluke Koi, MP.

The witness submitted under oath as follows —

1.

That she never bribed any Member of the House and it was unfortunate that the
Hon. Barasa could imagine that a honourable Member of Parliament would be bribed
with Ksh. 10,000. She stressed that her Islamic faith does not permit her to engage in
bribery;

That she does not know Hon. Barasa personally and had never sat next to him or

Hon. Waluke in the Chamber as alleged. It was also impractical for her to have singly
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bribed Members in the Chamber, including in the ablution facilities and lobbies at the
same time as alleged;

That even though the immediate former Cabinet Sectretary, Ministry of Industry,
Trade and Cooperatives hails from her neighbouring County of Mandera, she had no
personal interest to shield him from being implicated in the importation of alleged
illegal and contaminated sugar;

That she voted against the Sugar Report because of two reasons. First, the
recommendations seemed to sacrifice Cabinet Secretaries instead of placing the
responsibility on the Kenya Bureau of Standards, which is responsible for enforcing
quality and safety standards of goods imported into the country. Secondly, the Joint
Committee failed to unearth the cartels involved in the alleged illegal importation of
sugar or to ascertain if the sugar was safe for human consumption;

That while at the Members’ Lounge and in the Chamber, she persuaded and lobbied
several Members who agreed with her position to reject the Report but never used
monetary inducements. Some Members agreed with her while others took a contrary
position. Hon. Barasa was not among those she attempted to persuade. She, however,
doesn't regret in taking part in any petrsuasion;

That the claim by the Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba, of having heard that she was the
one bribing Members is untrue. They were founded on personal vendetta arising
from her defeating Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba for the position of Chairperson of
Cancus 47,

That she has never had any interactions before with Hon. Barasa but came to know
him through the media when he made the allegations against her;

That she had not taken any legal steps against Hon. Barasa for maligning her, but did
a presser and had wanted to give a personal statement to the House but was held
back by the Speaker’s order which required the Committee of Powers and Privileges
to handle the matter;

She requested anyone with evidence against her to submit to the Committee for its

consideration;
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10. She further averred that she expected that the proceedings would result in fair
findings, out of which she would make a decision on whether to take further action

on the allegations levelled against her.

(xiv) Hon. David Gikaria, MP, Member for Nakuru Town Constituency

Hon. David Gikaria appeared before the committee on Tuesday 25% September 2018.

The Chairperson informed the witness that, while giving evidence to the Committee on
September 19, 2018, the Member for Naivasha Constituency, the Hon. Kihara Jayne
Wanjiru, MP alleged that he had approached her with the intention of influencing her to
vote in a certain manner against the Sugar Report. She added that the Hon. Gikaria was
reportedly mobilizing Members of the National Assembly from Nakuru County to reject the
Report. Hence, the Committee invited him as a witness to clarify the claims and provide any

evidence in his possession on the matter.
The witness submitted under oath as follows —

1. That he was concetned that the image of the National Assembly was under attack due
to the allegations of bribery to influence Members to vote in a particular manner and it

was important to take action to protect the institution;

2. 'That his interest in the matter of importation of alleged illegal and contaminated sugar
into the country was due to the fact that two of the stores allegedly suspected to have
had contaminated sugar were in his constituency. He was therefore keen to be enjoined
in the process of investigating the claims so as to save his constituents and the rest of

the citizenry from possibly consuming contaminated sugar;

3. That Members of Parliament from Nakuru County have an official forum that acts as a
platform for deliberating issues of concern to the county and lobbying one another to
take a common position on any matter under consideration by the House, where

necessary;
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. That the Forum had neither deliberated on the Sugar Report on the importation of
alleged illegal and contaminated sugar into the country nor agreed on a common

position on the matter when it came for consideration by the House;

. That it is only the Forum’s Chairperson that acts as the spokesperson. He was not the
Chairperson, hence the allegation by the Hon. Jayne Kihara, MP that he was
communicating the position of the forum and lobbying Members from the County to

vote in a particular manner was untrue;

. That he opposed the Swugar Report because he was not persuaded that its contents and
recommendations had sufficiently addressed the concerns he had on the matter of
contaminated sugar in the country. He did not act under the influence of anyone

except in the best interest of his constituents;

. That he found no reason why the Executive would have wished to influence rejection
of the Swugar Report on account of recommending that implicated Cabinet Secretaries
take personal responsibility, since H.E. the President had clearly stated that any

member of the Cabinet would take personal responsibility for any ills they commit;

. That the Jubilee Party had not convened any Parliamentary Group meeting to discuss
and agree to vote in a particular manner on the Sugar Report. The claim by Hon. Jayne
Kihara that he was acting on instructions by the Leader of the Majority Party to lobby

Members to reject the Report was false; and

. That he shared his objection to the adoption of the Sxgar Report with the Members that
he had an opportunity to discuss the matter with and attempted to obtain their
support. He had no recollection that the Hon. Jayne Kihara, was among the Members

with whom he discussed the matter;

10. That he doesn't have any differences with Hon. Jayne Kihara, other than occasional

divergence of opinion over the conduct of affairs within Nakuru County.
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(xv) Hon. Wachira Rahab Mukami, MP, Member for Nyeri County

The witness appeared before the Committee on Wednesday 34 October 2018.

She was welcomed by the Chairperson and informed that she was neither an accused nor a

suspect but a witness to assist the committee, in the matter under consideration.

With regard to the subject matter of the hearing, the Hon. Rahab Mukami, MP submitted to

the Committee under oath as follows-

@

2

3)

)

©)

©)

That the statements published in The Standard newspaper of Friday 10% August 2018
and Saturday 11t August 2018 were not entirely accurate but reflective of some

events of that particular day;

That on the Thursday August 9% 2018 she was in the company of Hon. Simba Arati
on the same table having lunch in the restaurant. The table is located at the far right

foyer of the restaurant and therefore not inside the main restaurant;

That she did not share a table with Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba, as she was sitting

on another table;

That some media personalities approached their table and while addressing Hon

Simba Arati, they were informed that Members of Parliament were receiving bribes;

That as she tried to establish the reason why some Members were being bribed to
reject the report, she saw a group of Members making movements in and out of the
restaurant, and it was at that point that she shouted at them condemning their

actions;

That she gathered from the discussions from Members that they were bent on
shooting down the Report because it was targeting two Cabinet Secretaries only and
not their Juniors who were directly responsible, but as a Member of Departmental
Committee on Trade, Industry and Co-operatives, which jointly investigated the

matter with Departmental Committee on Agriculture and Livestock, she knew the
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®)

(10)

11

(12)

(xvi)

correct position, which she endeavored to explain while she hoped the report would

be adopted;

That she did not see anyone receiving money but she was shouting, as a deterrent to

any Member who would have attempted to engage in bribery;

That while in the Chamber, sitting next to Hon. Jane Kihara, she saw the County
Woman Representative for Wajir County, the Hon. Ali Fatuma Gedi, MP busy

lobbying hard to shoot down the report but did not see her giving out bribes;

She was concerned about the health of Kenyans especially the cancer scare caused by
contaminated sugar and the reason why she confronted Hon. Fatuma Gedi to find
out why she was lobbying hard to shoot down the report, but she instead insulted

her;

That she neither saw the Hon. Gedi giving bribes in person nor witnessed any
Member receiving a bribe. She only picked the bribery claims from the conversations

she heard among Members;

She was not near Hon Gathoni in the Chamber and exited the Chamber in the

company of Hon. Cecily Mbatire;

She does not know Hon. Odanga in person and did not hear any statement about

Ksh. 20,000, and thus she could not corroborate anything to that effect.

SITE VISIT

On 16 October 2018 the Committee conducted a site visit of the lady Members” ablution

and restaurant to enable it corroborate the claims by Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba when she

appeared before the Committee on Tuesday, September 25, 2018 and make a determination

of the matter under consideration. The witness led the Committee on a visit to the following

sites, to gather more evidence on claims attributable to her —
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1. Lady Members’ ablution facility next to the Chamber

The witness submitted that on the material day, she was at the Lady Members’ ablution
facility where she heard members in the cubicles conversing about a purported bribery of
Members to reject the Sugar Report. She attested that she did not however see who the
Members in the cubicles were. The Chairperson requested four Members to occupy various
cubicles of the facility for a mock-conversation to ascertain whether or not the occupants of
various cubicles could hear the voices of colleagues in other cubicles and whether or not

those in the facility’s lobby could hear the voices from the three cubicles.

In buttressing her evidence adduced to the Committee on Tuesday, September 25, 2018, the
witness explained that barely do lady Members close the doors to the cubicles fully, a
practice that makes it practical for them to converse at ease from separate cubicles and this
explains how she was able to hear the conversation regarding the bribery of the Members to

reject the sugar report.

2. Members’ Restaurant

The witness took the Committee to the corner table that she occupied during the material
day as she waited to be served lunch when she noticed peculiar movements in the restaurant.
She also pointed at a table, opposite to hers, where the Hon. Rahab Mukami was seated in
the company of other Members. She clarified that, when she talked to the Hon. Mukami,
other Members who were in the latter’s company had left for the Chamber and that they

spoke from their respective tables.

The witness also pointed at the lounge on the far end of the restaurant, where some
Members were allegedly frequenting and heading back in animated discussions and

excitement she considered extremely suspicious.

(xvii) Procedural Fairness

In the interest of fairness, the member accused of breach of the Code of Conduct and
breach of privilege were given —

(a)a prompt and clear statement of the precise allegations against them;
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(b)adequate opportunity to consider taking legal advice and have legal assistance
throughout;

(c) the opportunity to be heard in person;

(d)the opportunity to call relevant witnesses at the appropriate time;

(e) the opportunity to examine other witnesses;

(f) the opportunity to attend meetings at which evidence is given, and to receive
transctipts of evidence. In determining a Member’s guilt or innocence, the critetion
applied at all stages is that at least the allegation is proved on the balance of

probabilities.
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7.0 OBSERVATIONS, FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
7.1 Observations and Findings

Having reviewed the newspaper articles and video clips attributed to various Members of
Parliament who appeared before the Committee as witnesses; the oral evidence adduced by
the witnesses; as well as a review and examination of the footage of the National Assembly
proceedings of 9% August 2018 recorded by the Parliamentary Broadcasting Unit, the
Committee observes that —

(1) There might have been bribery of Members of the National Assembly to reject the

Report on the importation of alleged illegal and contaminated sugar into the countty;

(2) The following contradictions and inconsistencies were noted in the sworn statements
made by the witnesses that -

(a) whereas Hon. Didmus Barasa stated that the Hon. Fatuma Gedi offered him a
bribe within the plenary chamber, the Hon. Fatuma Gedi denied by stating that
she had never had any interactions before with Hon. Didmus Barasa and only
knew him through the media when he made the allegations against her;

(b) whereas Hon. Didmus Barasa stated that Hon. John Waluke witnessed Hon.
Fatuma Gedi attempting to bribe him, Hon. John Waluke denied the allegations
by stating that he did not see any exchange of money in the House and that
indeed they do not even sit on the same side of the aisle;

(c) whereas Hon. Geoffrey Odanga, stated that the Hon. Joseph Tonui had informed
him that Kshs. 20,000 was being given out to Members, Hon. Joseph Tonui
claimed that he did not know the Hon. Geoffrey Odanga in person and they had
not had prior interactions since they shared no common interests;

(d) whereas Hon. Jayne Kihara stated that she was approached by Hon. David
Gikaria who was mobilizing the Nakuru County Members to vote in a certain
way, Hon. David Gikaria stated that he had no recollection that the Hon. Jayne

Kihara was among members with whom he discussed the matter;

Report of the Committee of Powers and Privileges, November 2018 | 44




(e) whereas Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba stated that she was sharing a table with
Hon. Rahab Mukami when she noticed unusual movements among Members in
the lounges and lobbies before the sitting in which the sugar report was
considered, the Hon. Rahab Mukami stated she did not share a table with Hon.
Gathoni Wamuchomba;

(f) whereas Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba stated that she neither saw the Hon.
Fatuma Gedi giving bribes and only picked the bribery claims from conversations
among other Members, Hon. Fatuma Gedi stated that the claim by the Hon.
Gathoni Wamuchomba that she was the one bribing Members was untrue and
was founded on personal vendetta arising from her defeating Hon. Gathoni
Wamuchomba for the position of Chairperson of Cawucus 47,

(3) The CCTV cameras did not cover the Members’ dining lounges in the New Wing and
the ablution facilities where the bribery was alleged to have taken place during the
period when the House was considering the Sugar Report,

(4) A review and examination of the footage of the National Assembly proceedings of 9t
August 2018 by the Parliamentary Broadcasting Unit did not reveal anything
untoward or any exchange of envelopes and/or money in the Chamber as claimed by
the Hon. Didmus Barasa;

(5) The witnesses denied having received any bribe or seen any Member being bribed
save for some of the witnesses alluding to the fact that there were reports based on
discussions among Members of alleged bribery during the consideration of the Sugar
Report;

(6) Some of the witnesses averred that it was either through discussion with other
Members or from what they heard that a female Member, with some identifying her
as Hon. Fatuma Gedi, who may have been involved in bribing the Members to reject
the Sugar Report,

(7) None of the witnesses tabled any evidence of having seen any Member receiving ot
the Hon. Fatuma Gedi or any other Member bribing Members to reject the Swugar

Report,
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(8) A majority of the witnesses stated having heard from discussions among Members
that the bribes were being offered in blue envelopes of Kshs 10,000 and Kshs.
20,000;

9) Some of the witnesses claimed that Members of the Joint Committee that
investigated the importation of alleged illegal and contaminated sugar into the
country engaged in impropet conduct. However, none of them tabled any evidence
on the alleged improper conduct;

(10) The issue under consideration by the Committee of Powers and Privileges was the
alleged bribery of Members during the consideration of the Sugar Report and not the
proceedings of the Joint Committee investigating the alleged importation of illegal
and contaminated sugar into the country;

(11) Some of the witnesses from sugar producing areas had made their assertions to the
media of the alleged bribery of Members to reject the Sugar Repors based on
unsubstantiated teports that some Members had been bribed;

(12) From the Committee’s visit of the ablution facility which the Hon. Gathoni
Wamuchomba had mentioned in her testimony, the Committee established that it
was not possible for a person to hear conversations among occupants of various
cubicles when the doors are closed. However, the witness claimed that it was possible
when doors were partially closed;

(13) Based on the oral submissions by the witnesses, it is apparent that some Members
may have been involved in some forms of impropriety; and

(14) In light of paragraph (13) above, there was therefore a possible breach of privilege
and breach of the Code of Conduct by some Members in terms of section 16 of the
Parliamentary Powers and Privileges Act, 2017, and also within the ambit of the

criminal law.
7.2 Recommendations

In view of the foregoing and pursuant to the provisions of section 17(2) of the Parliamentary

Powers and Privileges Act, 2017, the Committee of Powers and Privileges recommends -
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J THAT the Directorate of Criminal Investigations and the Ethics and Anti-
Corruption Commission do investigate the allegations of bribery of some
Members of the National Assembly during the consideration by the National
Assembly of the Report of the Joint Committee of the Departmental
Committee on Trade, Industry and Cooperatives, and the Departmental
Committee on Agriculture and Livestock on the importation of alleged illegal
and contaminated sugar into the country within ninety days of adoption of this

Report.
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ADOPTION OF REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ALLEGATIONS OF BRIBERY
OF MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT DURING THE DEBATE ON THE REPORT OF THE
JOINT DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON TRADE INDUSTRY AND CO-OPERATIVES
AND AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK ON THE ALLEGED ILLEGAL IMPORTATION

THE COMMITTEE OF POWERS AND PRIVILEGES

OF CONTAMINATED SUGAR INTO THE COUNTRY

We, the undersigned Members of the Committee of Powers and Privileges do append our
signatures in support of the adoption of the Report of the Committee on the enquiry in
Allegations of bribery of Members of the National Assembly during the consideration on the Joint
Report of the Departmental Committee on Trade, Industry and Co-operatives and the

Departmental Committee on Agriculture and Livestock on the Alleged illegal importation of

contaminated sugar into the country on:

( | - ' < ' .Y
...................... SATURDAY, | KINENBER T, 2088
NO. | NAME DESIGNATION SIGNATURE
1. The Hon. Justin Muturi, EGH, MP Speaker/Chairperson ﬂ__‘
2. The Hon. Kiai, Anthony Githiaka, M.P. Member A\ ‘
’ oy
3. The Hon. Tuwei Vincent Kipkurui , M.P. | Member W
4. The Hon. Kones, Beatrice Pauline | Member ‘
Cherono, M.P. M’ZUL’S] e
5. The Hon. Cherutyot, Gladwell Jesire, M.P. Member {
6. The Hon. Arbelle, Marselino Malimo, M.P. | Member \\% b@
7. The Hon. Njomo, Jude L. Kangethe, M.P. | Member A’XQO \00 \\e)
\
8. The Hon Mwathi Peter Mungai, M.P. Member _ J_/mll 52 !
== e il 3 Eey
D. The Hon. Ganya, IFrancis Chachu, M.P. Member p
/’7 OO\
10. | The Hon. Shimbwa, Omar Mwinyi, MP Member %Fz_—f r
)
11. The Hon. Mwashako, Danson Member )
Mwakuwona, MP
12. The Hon. Mogaka, Vincent Kemose, MP Member _/T tod
Apof™d
13. The Hon. Mwadime, Andrew, MP Member ) 4







Part XIII: Appendices
(1)  Extracts from various newspapers;

(2) Minutes of Sittings of the Committee of Powers and Privileges held to consider the

matter
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Mr Sonko: Nairobi owes 250m

Governors cause pain for poor patients
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The owmer of Ukay Centre in Westlands, Nairobi, was
yesterday at pains as he saw excavators reduce his mul-
ti-million shillings investment into a rubble.

The building which used to host Nakumatt Ukay is
said to have been constructad on top of a river, a claim its
management refutes.

Mr Vareel Shah. the property manager, said that the pub-
lic has always been "misguided” that there is a permanent
river flowing beneath the building.

“There 15 no river under the building. The mall's only
structure bordering the ‘stream’ is the garage,” he said.
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CPINMUC AR AS A ME

Outrage greets MPs who accepte
bribes to throw out sugar report

Some legislators
‘received as little as
Sh10,000 to shoot
down the report’

‘AHIM ORUKO
iorw. ke nationmedia.com
AND DAVID MWERE
dmwere@ke.nationmedis.com

utrage yesterday greeted
O accusations that MPs had

been paid to shoot down
a report on imported sugar that
cost Kenyans Sh10 billion in lost
texes and which exposed consurn-
ers to health hazards.

ANC Jeader Musalia Mudavadi
faulted the National Assembly,
arguing that it had betrayed the
trust that Kenyans had placed
in their elected representatives.

“The National Assembly
showed shameful display of com-
plicity. Its action has emboldened
sugar barons, zided evasion of
tax and flies in the face of Pres-
ident Kenyatta's anti-corruption
crusade. It has condemnned cane
farmers to servitude and killed
the hope reviving local sugar
industry,” said Mr Mudavadi.

Funyula MP Oundo Mude-

nyo, who was a member of the
joint committee, also hit out at
Parliament, saying that the com-
mittee had worked under intense
pressure and tight deadlines to
unmask those culpabie, only for
thereport to be rejected even with
amendments.

“MPs never bothered to read
the report. They only checked
the recommendations and when
it touched the sacred cows, they
decided to shoot it down," he said
in protest.

Nominated MP Godfrey Osotsi
said the rejection of the report
was 2 victory for cartels and a
big blow to thousands of farmers
who eke out a living through cane
farming.

“The institution of Parliament
that is supposed to protect the
public has turned against them,”
said Osotsi.

Muhoroni MP James K'Oyoo
accused the Speaker of gagging
the debate which he said negated
the true intent of President Ken-
yatta to meet the sugar deficit in
the country. He warned that the
outcome of the vote had opened
a floodgate for unscrupulous
dealers to bring sugar laced with
poisons into the country.

“There were missing gaps in
the report were wanted to remedy
through the amendments. Now

a good report has been trashed.
MPs failed to exhibit patriotism
and as a result the country has
been left in 2 state of hopeless-
ness,” lamented Mr Koyoo.

The multimillion bribery
scheme involving Members
of Parliament to influence the
outcome of the report in which
Kenya lost more than Sh10 billion
in taxes has come to light.

Parliament rejected the report
prepared by 2 joint committee
ostensibly on the grounds that
the team ignored its terms of
reference and did not take into
consideration witness statements.

AIRTEL NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS:
NETWORK MAINTENANCE ACTIVITY CAUSING
INTERRUPTION OF SERVICES.

We wish to notify our Customers and Partners that we will be
having a major network upgrade activity that will begin on
11/08/2018 at 12:00pm and end on 12/08/2018 at 6:00am.

During and after this upgrade exercise, our customers
may experience some network disturbances e.g.

* Inability to perform SIM upgrade/replacement.

+ Inability to activate and deactivate supplementary
services i.e. Voicemail & Missed Call Alerts.

- Your phone may remain in a “hanging” state even though it
shows that it has network reception (network bars showing).

Should your device have any network related issues after
this activity, kindly switch it OFF for 30 seconds
and switch it back ON.

i We apologize for any inconvenience caused and
thank you in advance for your patience.

The Saturday Nation can
authoritatively reveal that mil-
lions of shillings changed hands
as shadowy figures sought to
influence the debate so that
some top government officials
implicated by the report could
be let off the hook.

On Thursday morning the
Saturdoy Nation team saw wards
of crisp Sh1,000 notes stashed
into a blue envelope which
one MP confided contained
Sh30,000. The money had been
sent through an emissary by a
government official. He said
other people unhappy with re-
port might have sent their own
emissaries.

Alego Usonga MP Samuel
Atandi said that the money was
bsing shared in Parliament from
Wednesday evening with the
sole eim of ensuring that MPs
shot down the sugar report. He
did not say who was dishing out
the money.

“My conscience could not
zllow me to take the money,"
Mr Atandi said.

The committee had investi-
gated the circumstances under
which the government allowed
uncontrolled importation of
sugar in 2017 during a duty
free window opened by the
National Treasury CS Henry
Rotich. Some of the sugar was
suspected to have been toxic or
unfit for human consumption as
it was not fully processed. The
latest report szicd three Cabinet
Secretaries should take respon-
sibility for flooding of the markst
with the bad or duty-free sugar.

Witnesses who saw money
changing hands in Parliament
said that at one morment Kimilili
MP Didmas Barasa confronted
2 woman representative from
North Eastern who offered
him Sh10,000 to vote against
the report.

Yesterday, the MP confirmed
that the woman rep (name with-
held for legal reasons) had tried
to bribe him to vote against the
report. “T was in the company
of Sirisia MP John Watuke when
she gave me z blue envelops with
Sh10,000. I rejected it he said.

Matungu MP Meakokhea
Murunga corroboratec the
claims.

“MPs were compromised.
VWhat happened along the comi-
dors of Parliament is shameful.

Mr Kanini Kega
and Mr Adan Ali
(far left), who
jointly chaired the
committee that
investigated the
sugar importation
scandal. The
report the team
presented to
Parliament was
rejected by
members amid
claims that
they had been
compromised.
FILE | NATION

I am not afraid to sey that the
report was rejected on the
basis of corruption. It is sad
and shameful that some MPs
received as little as Sh10, 000
to shoot dowm the report,” said
Mr Murunga.

MPs earn upwards of Shi mil-
lion in szlaries and allowances.

Resides the women rep, four
other MPs — all of them from
the Rift Valley — were at the
centre of mobilising other leg-
islators to receive the suspect
handouts.

Political and ethnic expedi-
ency is also believed to have
played a part in influencing MPs.

“We cannot fight corruption
when we still have a higher
loyalty to our ethnic cocoons,”
said one angry MP.

The revelation of bribery
come barely 2 week after the
Spezker of the Nationa! Assam-
bly, Mr Justin Muturi, issued
summons to two parliamentary
reporters after they reported
claims of \_OITUD‘IO*A in the pro-
ceedings of House committees.
Mr Muturi later described the
two as heroes.

On Thursday, at about 2pm,
one of the mobilisers from the
Rift Valley took a position in the
bar located in the new wing of
Parliament Buildings and was
joined by a group of between 30
to 40 MPs from both sides of the
House. This is a normal occur-
rence as MPs lobby on matters
through informal sittings.

However, this was different
because the MP compiied a list
of all those who were present,
then advised them to rzject the
report of the joint committee
on Agriculture end Livestock
and that on Trade, Indusiry and
Co-operatives on the importa-
tion of sugar. The commodity
was suspected to be contemi-
nated with elements of heavy
metals such 25 mercury, lead and
copper among others. Traces of
these metals when consumed
reguiarly 2nd in large amounts
cause various ivpes of cancer.

The joint commitiee, co-
chaired by Mendera South
MP Adan Ali 2nd his Kieni
counterpart Kani
recommended that v‘Lr Ro ich,
the then Industrialisation CS
Adan Mohamed and former Ag-
riculture SC Willy Bett

responsibie {or the unchecked

importation of sugar.
the report meant 3
for sugar farmers.
"We were called t
c-:ﬂy to be given an envel

1took) an MP said on
that h= would not be nafr

Matayos MP Godirey

whe saw what was gojn

Pe ection of
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basted his colleagues fof lowering

the integrity of Perliama

“Shame on you. How di
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This is really bad and s
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were elected to do”

Butere MP Tindi Mw
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int.
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11 million?
harr"-fu‘ L
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ck money
what v
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sugar has

gone into their head that is why

they rejected the report

" he said.

Alego Usonga MP Samiiel Atandi

told the Saturdcy Na
money was all over Parli
Wednesday.

When it dawned on

that they had been séen
moved to the member§’

which is inaccessible to 1)
bers.

In a statement yestq
Mudavadi, the ANC le
that President Kenyatta ¢
Judicial Commission of

ion that
ament by

he group
, they
lounge,
on-mem-

rday, Mr
der, said
stablish a
nguiry to

investigate the sugar importation
saga. He also criticised MP, saying
they were part of the scheme to

cover up the truth on

the availe-

bility of toxic sugar in tije market.

“Impoverished cane
siling sugar

farmers,

factories anf millicns

of sugar consumers in Kenyz have
been thrown under the bus by
none other than their institution
of Parliament. Parliamént should

be investigated for abet
inality and corruption;”

“Kenyans are the poorer for they

will not now know if

they are taling is poisono
Sr10.6 billion in taxes due fro:

'.nv crim-

he :zxd

he su

the

imports will be lost. Parliament has

wilfully laid the tormbstorje on ailing
sugar factories’ hopes df ravival”
leadership

Meanwhile, the top
of the House yesterd

y openly

differed over the decision by the

House to reject the rep:
Mincrity Whip June
med, Majority Whip

it
Moham-

Benjamin

Washiali and Nandi Hills VP Aliteq
Keter openly differed in Mombasa

over the rejection of th
Mr Washiali said the
missed an opportunity
the key problems facing
sub sector.
“On Monday as MP;
sugar belt we shall mee

report.

House had
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from the
and elab-

orate on this issue” he said.

Mr Mohamed, whe
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gative agencies to takg
matter. |

s also the

n investi-
over the

“It is now the turn of the Direc-

torate of Criminal Invi
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issues,” he said.
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Claims of lawmakers
being swayed with
bribes have angered
m: a Kenyan

BY SAMWEL OWINO -
smundu@ke nationmedia.com

AND IBRAHIM ORUKO
ioruko@ke.nationmedia.com

enyans may not have
seen the last of the
controversial report on

contaminated sugar, that was
rejected last week by the Na-
tional Assembly amid reports
of bribery.

%'he claims have angered
many since Thursday when the
vote on the report was taken.

,Ten lawmakers have written
to National Assembly Speaker
Justin Muturi asking him to
invoke the necessary rules and
give MPs another opportunity to
have a bite on the cherry.

*Kanduyi MP Wafula Wamuny-
inyi, Mr Peter Kaluma (Homa
Bay), Mr Didmus Barasa (Kimnil-
ili), Mr Tindi Mwale (Butere) Mr
Mohamed Ali (Nyali) Mr Babu
Owino (Embakasi East), Mr
Innocent Momanyi (Bobasi) and

I et us revisit sugar
debate, 10 MPs say

Mr Anthony Oluoch (Mathare)
confirmed separately they had
written to the Speaker to have
the matter reopened.

“The public is yet to see the
last of this matter}” Mr Kaluma
told the Nation yesterday.

«uCartels who poured money
here to defeat the report must
start squeaking in their boots.
They must get another tranche
of money to dish out .. We
should strengthen the report
through mechanisms provided
in the standing orders.”

While the Thursday vote
means the motion can only

KEGA'S FEARS
ABOUT FUTURE

Speaking at Parliament
buildings yesterday. Mr
Kega said the rejection
of the report gave the
National Assembly a bad
name.

“What is the future of
committees if reports are
rejected in this manner?”
the Kieni MP asked.

return to the House after six
months, standing order 49(2)
gives lawmakers the avenue
through which they can review
a decision of the House as soon
as possible but only with the
permission of the Speaker.

Mr Muturi is in Botswana for
a Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association meeting

1 have been in Parliament
for six years and can tell when
decisions we make as a House
have been influenced by external
forces. The Thursday debate had
the characteristics of that,” Mr
Kaluma said. Mr Barasa said
the debate would assuage fears
of millions of farmers who feel
cheated by the vote.

“Our interest is to serve Ken-
yans. All is not well and the only
way we can reassure the public
is a new debate,’ Mr Barasa said.

While the MP agreed that the
recommendations made might
have weaknesses, Mr Barasa in-
sisted that its general provisions
are sound.

“The materials and other
testimonials zttached to the
report could help the House to
get answers on the question of
sugar safety," he said.

Opposition leaders Raila

JEFF ANGOTE | NATION
Kimilili MP Didmus Barasa addresses the media at Parliament
buildings yesterday. The lawmaker said re-introducing the debate on
sugar would restare hope in thousands of farmers.

Odinga, Kalonzo Musyoka
and Musalia Mudavadi have
also raised their voice after it
emerged that some MPs were
given as little as $h10,000 to
shoot the report down.

ODM MPs are furious with
Minority Leader John Mbadi "for
failing to provide leadership".

Kieni MP Kanini Kega, who
co-chaired the committee that
drafted the report, blamed
Majority Leader Aden Duale for
rallying MPs to reject it.

Meanwhile, the meeting of

the Parliamentary Comumittee
on Powers and Privileges called
to investigate corruption among
MPs failed to take off yesterday.

National Assembly clerk
Michael Sialai said it has been
postponed to a later date. Mr
Sialai wrote to the committee
members informing them of the
development.

The revelations of the post-
ponement were made by Mr
Barasa
Additional reporting by David
Mwere

I'm ready to
defend bribery
claims — MP

BY SAMWEL OWINO

Kimilili MP Didmus Barasa says he
is ready to appear before any investi-
gative agencies to provide evidence of
bribery claims that rocked the House
last week during the rejection of the
sugar report. M

Addressing the media yesterday -
at Parliament buildings, Mr Barasa "
maintained that Wajir woman repre- g
sentative Fatuma Gedi tried to brib=
him with Sh10,000 to reject the r2p
but he declined.

«The bribery in Parliament last
weekwas led by one Fatma Gedi. She
was dishing out money right, left and |
centre. I'want to challenge Parliament
toreview the CCTV [footage] for that °
particular day,’ Mr Barasa said.

1 am ready to appear anywhere to
testify that Fatma tried to bribe me
with $p10,000. Tam ready topay the
price for my comment.” he'said. "

Mr Barasa is one of the lawmakers
invited by the National Assemnbly clerk
to appear before the powers and priv- 5§
ileges comumittee to provide evidence
of the briberv allegations.

“T will not apologise to anyone as 1
am not here to please anyone. If she E
wants me to please her, we can do it
slsewhere, but not here in Parliament’
Mr Barasa said.

0On Monday, Ms Gedi denied brib
ing her colieagues. "As the people’s
representative, Thave 2 responsibility
to oppose or support any report or
motion before Parliament,” Ms Gedi
said. "I mobilised members to 0ppase
the report and that is all T did." l

The Submission of Entries

fireaward.org

A - .

Sponsorship

economic growthand d
the most prestigious and coveted Award in East Africa for financial
reporting. The award is presented annually during a gale evening by the joint promoters: the Capital Markets
i Certified Public Accountants of Kenya (ICPAK). the Nairobi Securities
ards Board-Kenya (PSASB).

ted reporting through enhancing accountability, transparency and

rting framework and other disclosures on governance,
d other entities domiciled in East Africa.

The Financial Reporting (FiRe) Award is

Authority (CMA) Kenya. the Institute of
Exchange (NSE) and the Public Sector Accounting Stand

The Award is aimed at promoting integra
integrity in compliance with appropriate financial repo
social and environmental reporting by private, public an

The submission deadline for the
sector entities and Friday, 28" Septem
submit seven (7) copies or a soft copy version of their latest
and complete the Participant's entry

For more information on submission of Annual

FiRe Award weicomas partnership and provides various sponsorshi
please get in touch with Mr. Raphael Nguli via raphael.nguli@icpak.com

FINANCIAL REPORTING AWARD

(FiRe Award 2018)

Theme: “ Leveraging improved financial reporting and
evelopment in the East African region”

corporate governance for

FiRe Award 2018 entries is on Wednesday, 22 August, 2018 for Private

CPA Isaac Nyangweso
FiRe Avsard Technical Committee.

ber 2018 for Public sector entities.
Annua! report and audited financial statemants
form which can be accessed on

Participating entities should

the FiRe Award website: www.

Report and Audited Financial Statements, please contact:

Tel: + 254 (0) 20 2304226/7; 80658570/1

Mabile: =254 (0) 727 531006 /733 836262 / 0721 4569798/ 721469169

£ mail: isaac.nyangweso@icpak.com

The Conference, and Gala Dinner:
The 2018 Excellence in financial Reporting (FiRe) Awai
will take piace on, 15" and 16" November 2018 respectively.

neircbi
securities

© opporiunities. for more information.

4 Conference and the Gala dinner and Award Ceremony

BY RUSHDIE OUDIA
AND RUTH MBULA

Millers elect new officials in push '
to breathe life into troubled sectot

Sugar millers are pushing for
seli-regulation in a bid to stream-
line operations in the sector
and end cane poaching even as
farmers opposed new rules on

als of the Kenya
Sugar Millers Association, said
they will bring in new proposals
to update recantly gazetted reg-
engthen the sector.

io who was

vl get 2 shot in the armn,” said
Ms Opendo

That the Association chose
to elect new officiels was
significant. Formed to repre
views of millers, it has be:
ing meetings only occasior

partly because members |
state owned millers hav
struggiing torem

and some changing officials from
time to time.

1n fact, Ms Opondo did admit
there have been internal ri s.
making it difficult to front 2

5%
werd and from today v
to have better engageme
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News
Prim
schools to
get5-day

Education CS
Amina directs
pupils be allowed
days off class

40 students
off to Israel
for studies

Kenya has sent 49 more stu-
dents to Israel to study advanced
agriculture and water technology,

The programme js a culmina-
tion of an ongoing partnership
between the government, Egerton
University and Arava Internation.-

Agricultural Training Centre
(AICAT) in Israe.

Selected students will train at
MashavTxaining under the AICAT
inlIsraelfor 1] months,

Director of undergraduate
studies and feld attachment at
Egerton University, Prof Nancy
Mungai said the students are ex-
pected to gain expertise to address
food insecurity in the country.

Since 2016, some 400 students
have been traineqd after President
Uhuru Kenyatta and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
signed the six-year Jerusalem

Dominion
now undet:
receivership

& by Eric Juma
w ona

The mthimllh’on-shiUing Do-
minion Farms Limited in Yala
Swamp has been placed under
receivership for failure to service
its debts, Siaya Governor Cornel
Rasanga has said,

He said the American firm js
now under the management of
the Kenya Commercial Bank re-
ceivers,

He added that the county gov-

*Nairobj v @
*Mombasa &
* Kisumu &
* Nverj 26°
* Wajir Sl

‘Compromise’ ip

Raging debate on bribery
claims to shoot down contra-
band sugar report gets murkier

World
Dozens

collapse

More feared dead US passes new o Former FKF

as motorway lawto strengthen president signals
flyover caves in government's ossible come-
due to stormy gower to review, ack to sports
weather lock trade pacts . administration

as legislators trade accusations

Itis not
propa-

ganda.

The MPps
received
the money
intoilets

in Parlig-
ment—Wg

Muchomba

Taita Taveta, Kwal

Taita Taveta county government
has been warned against occupying
Mackinnon Road town whichisat the
centre ofa boundary dispute with the
neighbouring Kwale county.

Kwale Governor Salim Muvurya said
the warning by Taita Taveta counter-
partGranton S

- Mathew
L4 Al

1 by Anthony Mwangi and
Ndung'u

The raging debate op bribery
claims to shoot down contraband
sugarreport gotmurkier yesterday
with MPs accusing one another of
havingbeen “compromised” in the
toilets,

Ina startling revelation that
takes the bribe-taking legisla-
tors to a new low, Kiambuy Wom-
en’s Representative Gathoni Wa
Muchomba said some of her col-
leagues recejved bribes in toilets
and corridors of Parliament.

And yesterday, embatted joint
committee chair and Kieni Mp
Kanini Kega blamed the House
leadership — Majority Leader
Aden Duale and his Minority
counterpart john Mbadi — of or-
chestrating the fal] of the sugar
report.

Wa Muchomba claimed those
who declined the bribe were in-
sulted. "They were telling us that
the moneyis not our mothers' and
that we were being too arrogant,”
she claimed.

“Itis Dot propaganda. The MPs
received the money in toilets in
Parliament. I was in Parliament
when the moneywas being dished
outand [ saw where the MPs were
collecting itﬁom.AndIa.msaying
this because of the energies [ saw,
the movements [ saw and the talk-

Lastwee|

Spatand te

2mboja on revenue col.-

Ferish in
taly bridge

lection had escalated tension.
Primary School sparking the larest

volved units.

The town is adminis[rauvely in
Kwale but the two counties have been
laying ciaim 10 j; with leaders from Ta.

g

Galﬁi Wa Muchomba

Bt

Aden Duale

ing Theard,"” she said.

She challenged National Assern-
bly Speaker Justin Muturi to rake
CCTVs recordings public to en.
able Kenyans to see the MPs who
received the money.

Trade Committee chair Kega
said he would be moving a motion
todiscuss the Majority and Minor-
ityleaders' conduct.

Butboth Duale and Mbadi dis-
missed him, terming the MP a fajl-
ure out to hide his woes,

Duale dared him o g0 ahead
and introduc, whatever motion
he was planning,

Mbadi revealed thar Kega him-
self introduced amendments to

——

e logl@\di

k, Samboja stormeq Mbele

nsion between the rwo de-

ita Taveta saying the town was irregr,.
larly transferred to Kwale in the 1950s.

"We have learnt with great shock
about the Tajta Taveta county leader-
ship'’s attempt to invade Mackinnon
Road town. This s 4 violation of Kwale
residents’ rights and freedoms,” said
statement by Mvurya's communica-

returnto.
office

 loo
SUgar report, claims Mp

“Theletters to all me
have talked of the brib
areon theway.

All those who clajm tb have re-
ceived or induced to sk}oot down
the report will be out agsoon the
Clerkis back from Botswana where
he is attending a continental fo.
rum,” a source said, |

Later, the debate o ok a new
dimension after a sectign of MPs
called for the reintroduct onofthe
report.

Led by Babu Owino and Mo-
hamed Alj, the lawmakers said
that last week's debate on the re-
port was not properly handled
and urged the Speaker th invoke
Standing Order Number}49 (2) to
allow for the reintroducti bn of the
S Ieport.

Attempis by Kanduyi MPWafula

amunyinyi to have the Sugar re-
portreintroduced were thwarted
by Deputy Speaker Moses Cheboi
who termed jt unprocedufal.

Already, Mathare Mp Anthony

ty claims

John Mbadi Oluoch has written to the Speaker
urging him to allow the eintro-

the report, a clear confirmation duction of the report.

thathe did not trust js contents. Kimilili MP Didmus Baraza

"Even his own members were
fighting the report. It was inter-
esting that the committee chair
could not marshal the support of
his committee,” saiq Mbadi.

The minority leader sajq two
members of the joint commiz-
tee, Simba Arati anq Dan Maan-
20, publicly disowned the reporg
and therefore it wag hypocridca
for Kega to blame others for his
woes.

Italso emerged that the Offee
of the Clerk was i the process o7
writing to all members mentionad
in the bribery claims,

insisted that Wajir county MP
Fatuma Gedi dished out cash to
her colleagues to shoot dawn the
report, which recommenged re.-
moval of two Cabinet secretaries.

Naivasha MP Jane Kihara said 2
colleague from her Nakury county
offered her cash to vote againstthe
report.

Wa Muchomba sajd slje was
2shamed after  list of thode who
received the bribes was expgsed in
asection of the media,

She lashed out at her eliow
“honourable Mps” for depying
g" the money:

n boundary\d_ispute

“
bers who
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Anotherof Atul's dreams
tumbles, Between 2008 and
yesterday, Nakumatt has lost
three of its major stores.

«ational, p.8

Court: Four IEBE commiission-
ers did not resign properly
Judge declares only a letter to the
appointing authority, not the
press, is deemed as resignation.

[ee= i e
schools, P.27

Alarm as schools turn a blind

_eyetoroad safety rules Role of

wrents on their children's school
nsportation questioned.

Collymore: We'll not cut calling
charges. Safaricom boss says
the firm nseds money for
expansicn of infrastructure.

Trurmp approves conditions
for ending Zimbabwe
sanctions Cpposition MDC
Alliance files petition chalienging
Mnangagwa's election.
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ONTHETAKE? Angry MPs reveal how their colieagues received as little as Sh10,000 from a ‘nerve

-centre’to shoot down report ‘

How your MP was bought for
a song on day of high drama

. National Assembly

Speaker Justin Muturi

invites the EACCto probe-

Members of Parliament
as Sh30 million said to
have changed hands.

ByReselyne Obala
robala@standardmedia coke

Like faithful trooping to a
confession box ahead of ser-
vice, hororable MPs marched
in droves to see three of their
colleagues ahead of Friday’s -
debate on the sugar report.

Ahead of the 2:30pm plena-
1y sitting, and in near-stam-
pede, they filed past journal-
ists to the new wing of the
Parliamentary Lounge where
the trio “coordinated” the
Tejection of the report.

In hot pursuit and to spoil
the party was Dagoretti North
MP Simba Arati and Nyeri
County’s Rajab Mukami who
stumbled on the ring-leader
- an MP from the Rift who
recently:ran afoul with journal-
ists - holding on to a mystery
list.

Twio of his colleagues -- a
nominated MP and another
now serving his third term --
held watch as members came
in pairs and left. Those who
left the nerve-centre rallied
their clueless colleagues into
dashing there to see the three
men.

Difuted report

Others, all smiles, walked
straight into the chamber to
debate the controversial
report. The activity went on
unhindered until journalists
confronted a Western Kenya
MP who immediately and quite
out of his norin brushed them
aside.

“Wait I am coming back,”
the excited MP said while
vialldng away.

Sorne MPs who spoke to the
Saturday Standard admitted
that the 38-member commit-
tzz co-chaired by Aden Haji
(Mandera South) and Kanini
Kega (Kieni) was divided on
the report tabled in the House.
Thus, they wantad it rejected.

“The chairs only have six
members behind them. It is
better this raport is rejected
and anaw cne drafted that has
the support of evervbody,”
said a first term MP who
seught anonymity.

“The money being dished
cut is to yally mambers to
shoot down the report. The
report shielded the companies
and went for the Cabinet Sec-
rztaries (CSs) who declined to
play ball. This is a fraud on the
taxpayers to draft a diluted
report”

Angther MP revealzd: “Tam

Apastsession of Parliament. [Fi,

told the money is over. I have
not got my share. They are
complaining that journalists
are here.” .

At some point, the three
MPs ceased their activities and
relocated to the lounge behind
the reception, which is out of
bounds to media. Still, other
meinbers brandished some
suspicious envelopes to a sec-
tion of journalists.

Disgruntled MPs accused
their colleagues of receiving
millions in total to alter the
report and getting additional
money to shoot down the
same. Godfrey Odanga (Matay-
0s) bashed his colleagues for
lowering the integrity of Par-
liament.

"Shame, how do you gat
Sh20,000 yet you earn a mil-
lion? Thisis really bad,” lashed
Odanga even as two other MPs
rushed by him.

“Whatis wreng with us get-
ting our chare?” another
fumed back.

“Shame, shame, this is bad,”
shouted back Flukami.

Investizations by Saturday
Standard have placed three
interest groups at the heart of
activities that tock place in
Parliameunt ahead of the
cup targetad the
ship. It is not
ztznt they

Angiher grcup went for the
movers of the motion 2nd
those members who were
drafting amendrmzants. The
fnal group targetzd tha ple-
nary membership and occa-

ISPy S
Standard)

sioned the frenzy of activities
that was evident in the corri-
dors and the lobbies.

Stunned by the horrible
tales of MPs throwing caution
to the wind, Speaker Justin
Muturi was last night invoking
help of the Ethics and Anti-
Corruption Commission
(EACC) to salvage a besieged
house.

And from the sidelines of a
declining opposition, NASA
founder and co-principal
Musalia Mudavadi demanded
investigation on the whole lit
and caboodle of Parliament for
what he described as “abetting
criminal negligence and cor-
ruption.”

“The lasting
imprint is that in
reality, Committees
of Parliament are
instruments of
sanitizing sleaze,”

Musalia Mudavadi, ANC
leader

In one of the earliest fruits
of "handshake politics”, MPs
onFriday closed ranks to shoot
dawn a committze revort that
sought to send a strong mes-
S22 0N sugar barans raveging
Kenyan'’s economy and health.

From anious grotps walk-
ing in and out of & temporary
“nerve-centre” where the
rejection of the report was
coordinated to the same

groups walking back elated
and pulling others back, it was
a day laden with intrigue and
shame.

“Twas attending the Parlia-
mentary Service Commission
(PSC) meeting after which I
went straight to the chamber..
Members have raised the mat-
ter even here at our meting in
Mombasa,” Mutur,i who was
attending a meeting in Mom-
basa, told the Saturday Stznd-
ard, .

He said he was not aware of
any bribes dished out before
or after the debate and asked
for independent investiga-
tions to nail culprits, if any. But
what Muturi held back, the
ANC lezder bhurted it out,

Shameful display

He talked of shamaful 2is-
vlay of complicity, condzmned
the compromised member-
ship, bemozned the betvayal of
Kenyan's trust and regystted
thie eraboldzning of the sugar
barons through the rejection
of the repoxt.

“Uniortunately, it is an
indictment of Parliament that
there are claims of bribery
that influenced rejection of the

Parliarcent arz insauments of
sanitizing slzaze. Itis they
son we urgently need an sjl-
inclusive nadonal dialogus to
loak at our governance st
ture,” Mudavadi said.
Majority Leader Aden Duz!
(Gsrissa Township) zn
Minority Leader John Mbadi

Fu iy

(Suba South) led the onsliught
in ensuring the report sank
and arguing that there were no
grounds to hold the CSs to
account over the matter.
Later, angered MPs Justi,
Murunga (Matungu), Ayub
Savula (Lugari), Arati, Oundo
Mudenyo (Funyula), Bernard
Shinali (Tkolomani), Tindi
Mwale (Butere), Godfiey Osot-
si (nominated) and Jarnes

-Onyango Koyoo (Muhoroni)

castigated their colleagues
and called on the Director Pub-
lic Prosecution (DPP) Noordin
Hajitostep in.

" "The members were ccm-
promised. What happened
along the corridors of Parlia-
ment is a shame. I am ot f2.
ing anybody. It is sad thac

. some people racsived aslitde

35 Sh10,000 o shoot dovm tliz:
veport,” said Murunga.

Savulz said “the rent seek-
ing” witnessed even at the
coramitiee level when MPs
became cozy with the wit-
s” had killed the report.
“Have vie ever seen the Judge
hugging tha suspects?” he
asked. I

¥hen Jlobt k
noiota of125pe

For tha first ima In the life
of the 12th parlizm: i
day, thz lounge
wer2 empty by 7pm on Fri-
day. In total, Sh30 million is
rumcred te have played aroie
in the turn of events in Parlia-
ment on Friday.

anticipated
shenZiobb
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Mr Sonko: Nairobi owes 250m

Mr Waititu: Kiambu cwes

Sh76m Mr Mutua: i13chakos owes ShS0m

Governors cause pain for noor patients

Counties owe Shi bn to Kemsa, which sells them
crucial medicines; Now they can’t get drugs pAGE 4
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Blue envelopes containing between Sh10,000 and Sh30,000%%
re openly changing hands before House started debate on
itroversial sugar importation that put CSs on the spot racees

bk of Gold:
Hfriendly way of
wing mushrooms

r fifds innovative way of farming the
vithout using plastic bags
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Nakumatt home
brought down

BY NATION TEAM

The owner of Ukay Centre in Westlands, Nairobi, was
vesterday at pains as he saw excavators reduce his mul-
ti-million shillings investment into a rubble.

The bullding which used to host Nakumatt Ukay is
said to have been constructad on top of a river, 2 claim its
management r¢futes

Mr Vareel Shah. the pro,

Perty manager, said that the pub-
lic has always been "misguided” that there is a permanent
river flowing beneath the building,

“There i3 no river under the building. The mall's cnlv
structure bordering the ‘stream’ is the garage,” he 3aid.
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Outrage greets MPs who accepted

Some legislators
‘received as little as
Shl0,000 to shoot
down the report’

BY 'BRAHIM ORUKO
Pke.nationmedia.com
- DAVID MWERE
ere@ke.nationmedia.com

utrage yesterday greeted
O accusations that MPs had

been paid to shoot down
areport on imported sugear that
cost Kenyans Sh10 billion in lost
taxes and which exposed consum-
ers to health hazards.

ANC leader Musalia Mudavadi
faulted the National Assembly,
arguing that it had betrayed the
trust that Kenyans had placed
in their elected representatives,

“The National Assembly
showed shameful display of corn-
plicity. Its action has emboldened
sugar barons, aided evasion of
tax and flies in the face of Pres-
ident Kenyatta's anti-corruption
crusade. It has condemned cane
farmers to servitude and killed
the hope reviving local sugar
industry,” said Mr Mudavadi.

Funyula MP Oundo Mude-

nyo, who was a member of the
joint committee, also hit out at
Parliament, saying that the comn-
mittee had worked under intense
pressure and tight deadlines to
unmask those culpable, only for
the report to be rejected even with
amendments.

"“MPs never bothered to read
the report. They only checked
the recommendations and when
it touched the sacred cows, they
decided to shoot it down,” he said
in protest.

Nominated MP Godfrey Osotsi
said the rejection of the;r';pfé;l
was a victory. for cartels and a
big blow to thousands of farmers
who eke out a living through cane
farming.

“The institution of Parliament
that is- supposed: to'protect the
public has turned against them,”
said'Osotsi.

Muhoroni MP James K'Oyoo
accused the Speaker of gagging
the debate which he said negated
the true intent of President Ken-
yatta to meet the sugar deficit in
the country. He warned that the
outcome of the vote had opened
a floodgate for unscrupulous
dealers to bring sugar laced with
poisons into the country.

“There were missing gaps in
the report were wanted to remedy
through the amendments. Now

a good report has been trashed.
MPs failed to exhibit patriotism
and as a result the country hes
been left in a state of hopeless-
ness,” lamented Mr Koyoo.

The multimillion bribery
scheme involving Members
of Parliament to influence the
outcome of the report in which
Kenya lost more than Sh10 billion
in taxes has come to light.

Parliament rejected the report
prepared by a joint committee
ostensibly on the grounds that
the team ignored its terms of
reference end did not take into
consideration witness statements.
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The Saturday Nation can
authoritatively reveal that mil-
lions of shillings changed hands
as shadowy figures sought to
influence the debate so that
some top government officials
implicated by the report could
be let off the hook.

On Thursday morning the
Saturday Nation teem saw wards
of erisp Sh1,000 notes stashed
into a blue envelope which
one MP confided contained
Sh30,000. The money had been
sent through an emissary by a
Bovernment official. He said
other people unhappy with re-
port might have sent their own
emissaries,

Alego Usonga MP Szmuel

+ Atandi said that the INOoney was

being shared in Parliament from
Wednesday evening with the
sole aim of ensuring that MPs
shot down the sugar report. He
did not say who was dishing out
the money.

“My conscience could not
zllow me to take the money,”
Mr Atandi said.

The committee had investi-
gated the circumstances under
which the government allowed
uncontrolled importation of
sugar in 2017 during a duty
free window opened by the
National Treasury CS Henry
Rotich. Some of the sugar was
suspected to have been toxic or
unfit for human consumption as
it was not fully processed. The
latest report said three Cabinet
Secretaries should take respon-
sibility for flooding of the market
with the bad or duty-free sugar.

Witnesses who sew money
changing hands in Parliament
said that at one moment Kimilili
MP Didmas Barasa confronted
& woman representative from
North Eastern who offered
him Sh10,000 to vote against
the report.

Yesterday, the MP confirmed
that the women rep (name with-
held for legal reasons) had tried
to bribe him to vote against the
report. “T was in the company
of Sirisia MP John Waluke whan
she gave me z blue envelope with
Sh10,000. I rejected it he said.

Matunguy MP Meakokhe
Murunga corroborated the
claims.

"MPs were compromised.
What happened along the corri-
dors of Parliament is shamzful,

gar report

Mr Kanini Kega
and Mr Adan Ali
(far ieft), who
jointly chaired the
committee that
investigated the
sugar importation
scandal. The
report the team
presented tor
Parliament was
rejected by
members amid
claims that
they had been

. compromised.

FILE | NATION

T 2m not afraid to sy that the
report was rejected on the
basis of corruption. It is sad
and shameful that some MPs
received as little as Sh10, 000
to shoot down the report” said
Mr Murunga.

MPs earn upwards of Shi mil-
Lion in selaries and allowances,

Besides the women rep, four
other MPs — all of them from
the Rift Valley — were at the
centre of mobilising other leg-
islators to receive the suspect
bandouts.

Political and ethnic expedi-
ency is alsc believed to have
played a part in influencing MPs,

“We cannot fight corruption
when we still heve a higher
loyalty to our ethnic cocoons,”
said one angry MP,

The revelation of bribery
come barely a week after the
Spezker of the National Assem-
bly, Mr Justin Muturi, issued
Summons to two parliamentary
reporters after they reported
claims of corruption in the pro-
ceedings of House committees.
Mr Muturi later described the
two as heroes.

On Thursday, at about 2pm,
one of the mobilisers from the
Rift Valley took 2 position in the
bar located in the new wing of
Parliament Buildings and was
Joined by a group of between 30
to 40 MPs from both sides of the
House. This is a normal oceur-
rence as MPs lobby on matters
through informal sittings.

However, this was diffeyent
because the MP compiled a list
of all those who were present,
then advisad them to reject the
report of ths joint committee
on Agriculture and Livestock
and that on Trade, Industry and
Co-operatives on the importa-
tion of sugar. The commodity
was suspected o be contemi-
nated with elements of heavy
metals such as mercury, lead and
copper among others. Traces of
these metals when consumsd
reguiariy znd in large amounts
cause various types of cancar,

The joint committee, co-
chaired by Mzndera Soutn
MP Adan Ali and his Kieni
counterpart Kanini Kega had

ation CS
ormer Ag-

importation of su;
the report

only to be given ax en
1took” an MP szid pbn condit
that hie would not be/named.

Matayos MP God €y Odangs
who sew what was|going, lam
basted his colleagues for lowering
the integrity of Perlidment.

"“Shame on you How de you pick
$h20,000 yet you ezrg Shi million?
This is really bad shameful;
Mr Odange shouted, “Instead of
representing the people we are
shamelessly jostling tb pick money
at the expense of doing what we
were elected to do”

Butere MP Tindi
plained that by rejectt
MPs had conspired ¢
the economy of sugeri
regions.

"The mercury in the sugar has
gone into their head| that is why
they rejected the repdrt” he said.

Alego Usonga MP Shmuel Atandi
told the Saturdzy Nation that
money was all over Prz'lismenl by,
Wednesday.

When it dawned on the group
that they had bee seen, they
moved to the members' lounge,
which is inaccessible {0 non-mem-
bers. |

In a statement y terday, Mr
Mudavadi, the ANC |leeder, said
that President Kenyatia establish a N
Judicial Commission pf Inquiry to
investigate the sugar importation
saga. He also criticised MP, saying
they were part of thé scheme to

wale com-
g the report,

undermine
ane growing

cover up the truth on the availe-
bility of toxic sugar in the market.
"Impoverished ¢

€ farmers,

ailing sugar factories ns
of sugar consumers i Kenyz have
been thrown under the bus by
none other than theif institution
of Parliament. Parliament should
be investigated for abetting crim-
inality and corruptio%!," he said.

"Kenyans are the pgorer for they
will not now know {f the sugar
they are taking is DOl
SE10.6 billion in texes fue
imports will bz lost. Pa s
wiifully laid the tombstone on ailing
sugar factories’ hope$ of revival”

Meanwhile, the to; leadership
of the House yesteiday openly
differed over the decision by the
House to reject the rg port.

Minority Whip Juget Moham-
med, Mzjority Whip Benjamin
‘Washiali and Nandi Hills MP Alfred
Keter openly differed fn Mombasa
over the rejection of the report.

Mr Washiali said the House had
missed an opportunity to address
the key problems facihg the sugar
sub sector.

“On Monday as s from the
sugar belt we shall méet and elab-
orate on this issue!” He said.

Mr Mohamed, whe is also the
Suna East MP, called on investi-
gative agencies to tdke over the
matter. [

“It i now the turn pf the Direc-
torate of Criminal Ivestigations
(DCI) and other ir vestigating
agencies to launch new investiga-
tions 2nd gat to the bottom of the
issues)” he said. |

He rejected a prppossz] ¢
another committee be picked
investigate the scandal, saying
would amount to z waste of public
funds. |
Earbier, Mr Keter h’d suggests
that the House shomic task the
commitize on hezlthlto ta
the fresh investigetions.

4
Additional reporting %y Kazungu
Samuel
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40 students
off to Israel
for studies

Kenya has sent 40 more stu-
dents to Israel to study advanced
agriculture and water technology.
The programme is a culmina-
tion of an ongoing partnership
between the government, Egerton
University and Arava Internation-
al Agricultural Training Centre
(AICAT) in Israel.

Selected students will train at
Mashav‘[raining under the AICAT
inIsrael for 11 months,

Director of undergraduate
studies and field attachment at
Egerton University, Prof Nancy
Mungai said the students are ex-
pected to gain expertise to address
food insecurity in the country.
Since 2016, some 400 students
have been trained after President
Uhuru Kenyatta and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
signed the six-year Jerusalem
Declaration to boost Kenya's agri-
cultural expertise, —KNA

Dominion
now undelj
receivership

Raging debate on bribery

claims to shoot down contra-
band sugar report gets murkier
as legislators trade accusations

= by Anthony Mwangi and
&athew Ndung'u

The raging debate on bribery
claims to shoot down contraband
sugarreportgot murkier yesterday
with MPs accusing one another of
havingbeen ‘comprormised” in the
toilets.

Ina startling revelation that
takes the bribe-taking legisla-
gdﬂ.dd, tors to a new low, Kiambu Wom.

A /DA en's Representative Gathoni Wa
The[\ﬂ:)" Mucho?nba said some of her col-
received leagues received bribes in toilets

and corridors of Parliament.
the money And yesterday, embattled joint
in fOil@fS © committee chair and Kieni MP
in Parlig-

Itisnot
propa-

John Mbadi

Kanini Kega blamed the House Aden Duale
0

leadership — Majority Leader

8 b.y‘Eric Jyma 7, Aden Duale and his Minority ingTheard,” she said, the report, a clear confirmation

W g ment—Wy counterpart john Mbadi — of or. She challenged NationalAssern-  that he did not trustits contents,
The multimillion. hilling Do. Vi chestrating the fai] of the sugar bly Speaker Justin Muturi to make "Even his own members were

miniZ;nFuu;ln:ui(i)gisted l;:]gyaloa @fh()m'bﬁ report. CCTvs recordings public to en- fighting the report. It was inter-

Wa Muchomba claimed those
who declined the bribe were in-
sulted. “They were telling us that
the moneyis not our mothers’ and
that we were being too arrogant,”

able Kenyans to see the MPs who
received the money,

Trade Committee chair Kega
said he would be moving a motion
to discuss the Majority and Minor-

esting that the committee chair
could not marshal the support of
his committee,” said Mbadi.

The minority leader sajd two
members of the joint commi;-

Swamp has been placed under
receivership for failure to service
its debts, Siaya Governor Cornel
Rasanga has said.

He said the American firm is

w unde tIoE she c{aimed. ityleaders’ conduct. ) tee, Simba Arati and Dan Maan-
g)oe Klel::ya E?;::g?ﬁ%m r:- “Itis not Propaganda. The MPs But both Duale and Mbadidis. 2o, publicly disowned the re
ceivers received the money in toilets in raissed him, terming the M® 2 72:i. and therefore it was hypocrizical

i Parliament. I was in Parliament  ure oyt to hide his woes. for Kega to blame others for his

He added that the county gov-
ernment is exploring ways of
working with the new manage-
ment for the benefit of residents.

when the moneywas being dished

outandIsaw where the MPs were

collecting it from. And | am saying

this because of the energies [ saw,

the movements | sawand the talk-
—_—

Taita Taveta, Kwale locked

Duale dared him to §0 ahead
and introduce whatever motion
he was planning,

Mbadi revealed that Kega him-
self introduced amendmenis 1o

waoes.

Italso emerged that the Oifice
of the Clerk was in the pro
writing to zil members men
inthe bribery claims.

in bound

HERTODAY

*Nairobi h

1 Taita Taveta county government  lecton had escalated tensjon, 3 Lwas It
‘Mombasa : has been warned against occupying Last week, Samboja stormed Mbele
* Kisumu Mackinnon Road town which s at the Primary Schoo} sparking the latest

centre ofa boundary dispute with the
neighbouring Kwale county.

Kwale Governor Salim Mvurya said
the warning by Taita Taveta counter-
partGranton Samboja on revenue col-

spatand tension between the two de-
volved units.

The town is adminis(ralively in
Kwale but the two counties have been
laying claim to itwith leaders from Ta-

* Nyerj 48
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———————=— %2718 | PEOPLED;

Sport
Nyamweya
hints at
returnto

office

Former FKF
president signals
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“Theletters to all members who
have talked of the bribery claims
are on the way.

All those who claim to have re-
ceived or induced to shoot down
the report will be out as soon the
Clerkis back from Botswanawhere
he is attending a continental fo-
rum,” a source said.

Later, the debate took 3 new
dimension after a section of MPs
called for the reintroduction of the
report.

Led by Babu Owing and Mo-
hamed Alj, the lawmakers said
that last week’s debate on the re-
port was not properly handled
and urged the Speaker to invoke
Standing Order Number 49 (2) to
allow for the reintroduction of the

! report.

Atiempis by Kanduyi MPWaf,
Wamun"ymyi to have the sugarr
portreintroduced were thwarted
by Deputy Speaker Moses Chehoi
who termed it unprocedural.
Already, Mathare MP Anthony
Oluoch has written 1o the Speaker
wging him to allow the reintro-
duction of the report.

Kimilili MP Didmus Baraza
insisted that Wajir county Mp
Fatuma Gedi dished out cash to
her colleagues to shoot down the
report, which recommended re.-
moval of two Cabinet secretaries

Naivasha MP Jane Kihara said a
colleague from her Nakury county
offered her cash tovote againstthe
report.

Wa Muchomba said she was
ashamed after a list of those who
received the bribes was exposed in
aszction of the media.

She lashed out at her fellow
“henourable Mps” for denying
“eating” the money.

ary dispute

vons director Danie] Nyassy.

Early this month, another bound-

arvrowerupred over Kuranze mineral
zone, which the two counties are also
claiming ownership. According to co-
Ienial and post-independent maps,
the boundary between the two coun-
Gesis at Miasenyi.

—Kna
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in sugar report

* Blue envelopes containing between Sh10,000 and Sh30,0005 50
vere openly changing hands before House started debate on
ontroversial sugar importaticn that put CSs on the spot paces
ed  Gold:
O-friendly way of
owing mushrooms

Nakumatt home
brought down

BY NATION TEAM

ier finds innovative way of farming the
I without using plastic bags

The owner of Ukay Centre in Westlands, Nairobi, was
yesterday at pains as he saw excavators reduce his mul-
ti-million shillings investment into a rubble.

The building which used to host Nakumatt Ukay is
said to have been constructsd on top of a river, a claim its
management refutes '

Mr Vareel Shah. the Property manager, said that the pub-
lic has always been “misguided” that there is a permanent
river flowing beneath the building.

“There i3 no river under the building. The mall's only |
structure bordering the ‘stream’ is the garage,” he said. |
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Outrage greets MPs who accepte
bribes to throw out sugar report

Mr Kanini Kega
and Mr Adan Ali
(far left), who
jointly chaired the
committee that
investigated the
sugar importation
scandal. The
report the team
presented to
Parliament wes

¢ called {0 mest here

only to bz given an envelope, which

1took,” an MP said on conditi
would not be named.

Matayos MP Godirey Odangs,
who saw what was going, lam-
basted his colleagues for lowering
the integrity of Perliemant.

“Sharne on you How do you pick
$h20,000 vet you earn Shi million?
This is really bad and shameful
Mr Odangz shouted. "Instead of
representing the people we are
shamelessly jostling to pick money
at the expense of doing what we
were elected to do”

Butere MP Tindi Mwale com-
plained thatt i :
MPs had const
the economy of sugercane gr

Some legislators
‘received as little as
Sh10,000 to shoot
down the report’

nyo, who was a member of the
joint committee, also hit out at
Parliament, saying that the com-
rnittee had worked under intense
pressure and tight deadlines to
unmask those culpabie, only for
the report to be rejected even with
amendments.

“MPs never bothered to read
the report. They only checked
the recommendations and when
it touched the sacred cows, they

BY 'SRAHIM ORUKO
i Dke.nationmedia.com
A DAVID MWERE

cmwere@ke.nationmedia.com dzcided to shoot it down," he said ::)e er;tbeedrsb:mi d regions.
in protest. " “The mercury in the sugar has
Nominated MP Godfrey Osotsi claims that gone into their head that is why

they had been
. compromised.
FILE | NATIOM

they rejected the report,” he said.
Alego Usongz MP Samuel Atandi
told the Saturdey Nation thzt

utrage yesterday greeted
accusations that MPshad  said the rejection of the report
was 2 victory for cartels and a

been paid to shoot dovm

a report on imported sugar that
cost Kenyans Sh0 billion in lost
taxes and which exposed consum-
grs to health hazards.

ANC leader Musalia Mudavadi
faulted the National Assembly,
arguing that it had betrayed the
trust that Kenyans had placed
in their elected representatives.
» “The National Assembly
showed shameful display of com-
plicity. Its action has emboldened
sugar barons, aided evasion of
tax and flies in the face of Pres-
ident Kenyatta's anti-corruption
crusade. It has condemned cane
farmers to servitude and killed
the hope reviving local sugar
Wdustry,” said Mr Mudavadi.
Funyula MP Oundo Mude-

big blow to thousands of farmers
who eke out a living through cane
farming.

“The institution of Parliament
that is supposed to protect the
public has turned against thern”
said Osotsi. .

Muhoroni MP James K'Oyoo
accused the Speaker of gagging
the debate which he said negated
the true intent of President Ken-
yatta to meet the sugar deficit in
the country. He warned that the
outcome of the vote had opened
a floodgate for unscrupulous
dealers to bring sugar laced with
poisons into the country.

“There were missing gaps in
the report were wanted to remedy
through the amendments. Now

a good report has been trashed.
MPs failed to exhibit patriotism
and as a result the country has
been left in a state of hopeless-
ness,” lamented Mr Koyoo.

The multimillion bribery
scheme involving Members
of Parliament to influence the
outcome of the report in which
Kenya lost more than Shi0 billion
in taxes has come to light.

Parliament rejected the report
prepered by a joint committee
ostensibly on the grounds that
the team ignored its terms of
reference and did not take into
consideration witnass statements.

f
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The Saturday Nation can
authoritatively reveal that mil-
lions of shillings changed hands
as shadowy figures sought to
influence the debate so that
some top government officials
implicated by the report could
be let off the hook.

On Thursday morning the
Saturday Nation team saw wards
of crisp Sh1,000 notes stashed
into a blue envelope which
one MP confided contained
Sh30,000. The money had been
sent through an emissary by a
government official. He said
other people unhappy with re-
port might have sent their own
emissaries.

Alego Usonga MP Szmuel
Atandi said that the money was
being shared in Parliament from
Wednesday evening with the
sole a2im of ensuring that MPs
shot down the sugar report. He
did not say who was dishing out
the money.

"My conscience could not
zllow me to take the money,"
Mr Atandi said.

The committee had investi-
gated the circumstances under
which the government allowed
uncontrolled importation of
sugar in 2017 during 2 duty
free window opened by the
National Treasury CS Henry
Rotich. Some of the sugar was
suspected to have been toxic or
unfit for human consumption as
it was not fully processed. The
latest report saic three Cabinet
Secretaries should take respon-
sibility for flooding of the markst
with the bad or duty-free sugar.

Witnesses who saw money
changing hands in Parliament
said that at one moment Kimilili
MP Didmas Barasa confronted
2 woman representative from
North Eastern who offered
him $h10,000 to vote against
the report.

Yesterday, the MP confirmed
that the worman rep (name with-
held for legal reasons) had tried
to bribe him to vote against the
report. “T was in the company
of Sirisia MP John Waluke when
she gave me z blue envelops with
S§h10,000. I rejected it he said.

Mztungu MP Mzkokha
Murunga corroborated the
claims.

“MPs were compromised.
What happened along the comi-
dors of Parliament is shamzful.

T am not afraid to sey that the
report was rejected on the
basis of corruption. It is sad
and shameful that some MPs
received as little as Shi0, 000
to shoot down the report,” said
Mr Murunga.

MPs earn upwards of Shi mil-
lion in szlaries and allowances.

Besides the women rep, four
other MPs — all of them from
the Rift Valley — were at the
centre of mobilising other leg-
islators to receive the suspect
handouts.

Political and ethnic expedi-
ency is also believed to have
played a part in influencing MPs,

“We cannot fight corruption
when we still have a higher
loyalty to our ethnic cocoons”
said one angry WP.

The revelation of bribery
come barely a week after
Spesker of the National Asszm-
bly, Mr Justin Muturi, issued
summons te two parliamentary
reporters after they reported
claims of corruption in the pro-
ceedings of House committees.
Mr Muturi later described the
two as heroes.

On Thursday, at about 2pm,
one of the mobilisers from the
Rift Valley took a position in the
Dbar located in the new wing of
Parliament Buildings and was
joined by a group of between 30
to 40 MPs from both sides of the
House. This is a normal occur-
rence as MPs lobby on matters
through informal sittings.

However, this was different
because the MP compiled a list
of all those who were present,
then advised them to raject the
report of the joint committee
on Agriculture end Livestock
and that on Trade, Industry and
Co-operatives on the importa-
tion of sugar. The commodity
was suspected to be contami-
nated with elements of heavy
metals such as mercury, lead and
copper among others. Traces of
these metals when consumsd
regwiariy end in large amounts
cause various typas of cancer.

The joint committee, co-
cheired by Mendera South
MP Adzn Ali and his Kieni
counterpart Kenini Kega had
recommended that Mr Rotich,
the then Industrielisation CS
Adan Mohamed and former Ag-
riculture SC Willy Bett
responsibie for the unchecked

another committee be picke
investigate the scandal, saying it
would amount to 2 waste of puhiic
fands.

the fresh

money was all over Parliament by
Wednesday.

When it dawned on the group

that they had been seen, they
moved to the members’ lounge,
which is inaccessible to non-mem-
bers.

In a statement yesterday, Mr

Mudavadi, the ANC leeder, said
that President Kenyatta establish a
Judicial Commission of Inquiry to
investigate the sugar impor:ation
saga. He also criticised MP, saying
they were part of the scheme to
cover up the truth on the availe-
bility of toxic sugar in the market.

“Impoverished cane farmers,

ailing sugar factories and millions
of sugar consumers in Kenye have
been thrown under the bus by
none other than their institution
of Parliament. Parliament should
be investigated for abetting crim-
inality and corruption;” he said.

"Kenyans are the poorer for they

will not now know if the sugar
they are taking is poisonou:
SE10.6 billion in taxes due fr
imports wili be lost. Parliament

wilfully laid the tombstone on ailing
sugar factories’ hopes of revival”

Meanwhile, the top leadership

of the House yesterday openly
differed over the decision by the
House to reject the report.

Minority Whip Junet Moham-

med, Mzjority Whip Benjamin
Washiali end Nandi Hills MP Alfred
Keter openly differed in Mombasa
over the rejection of the report.

Mr Washiali said the House had

missed an opportunity to address
the key problems facing the sugar
sub sector.

“On Mondeay as MPs from the

sugar belt we shall meet and elab-
orate on this issue" he said.

Mr Mohamed, who is also the

Sune East MP, called on invest-
gative agencies to take over the
matter.

“It ig now the turn of the Direc-

torate of Criminal Investigations
(DCI) znd other investigating
agencies to launch new investiga-
tions and get to the bottom of the
issues,” he said.

He rejectec a proposal that
{e]

Earlier, Mir Keter had suggestad

that the House should task the

on health to take aver
investigations.

Additional reporting by Kazungu
Samuel
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Pury over MPs

in sugar report

* Blue envelopes containing between Sh10,000 and Sh30,000
vere openly changing hands before House started debate on
ontroversial sugar importation that put CSs on the spot race s
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Zorruption> Mudavadi and other Opposition leaders hit out at parliamentarians after they are brazenly compramised:

linked to bribes |

h

The owmer of Ukay Centre in Westlands, Nairobi, was
vesterday at pains as he saw excavators reduce his mul-
ti-million shillings investment into a rubble.

The building which used to host Nakumatt Ukay is
said to have been constuctad on top of a river, 2 claim its

Mr Vareel Shah. the property manager, said that the pub-
lic has always been “misguided” that there is a permanent
iver flowing bzneath the building.
There i5 no river under the building. The mall's only
structure bordering the ‘stream’ is the garage,” he said.
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Outrage greets MPs who accepted
bribes to throw out sugar report

Some legislators
‘received as little as
Sh10,000 to shoot
down the report’

BY '"RAHIM ORUKO

i *ke.nationmedia.com
JAVID MWERE

dmwere@ke.nationmedia.com

utrage yesterday greeted
O accusations that MPs had

been paid to shoot down
a report on imported sugar that
cost Kenyans $h10 billion in lost
taxes and which exposed consurn-
ers to health hazards.

ANC leader Musalia Mudavadi
faulted the National Assembly,
arguing that it had betrayed the
« trust that Kenyans had placed
in their elected representatives.

“The National Assembly
showed shameful display of com-
plicity. Its action has emboldened
sugar barons, aided evasion of
tax and flies in the face of Pres-
ident Kenyatta's anti-corruption
crusade. It has condemned cane
« farmers to servitude and killed
the hope reviving local sugar
industry,” said Mr Mudavadi.

Funyula MP Oundo Mude-

nyo, who was a member of the
joint committee, also hit out at
Parliament, saying that the com-
mittee had worked under intense
pressure and tight deadlines to
unmask those culpabie, only for
the report to be rejected even with
amendments.

“MPs never bothered to read
the report. They only checked
the recommendations and when
it touched the sacred cows, they
decided to shoot it down," he said
in protest.

Nominated MP Godfrey Osotsi
said the rejection of the report
was a victory for cartels and a
big blow to thousands of farmers
who eke out a living through cane

arming.

“The institution of Parliament
that is supposed to protect the
public has turned against them,”
said Osotsi.

Muhoroni MP James K'Oyoo
accused the Speaker of gagging
the debate which he said negated
the true intent of President Ken-
yatta to meet the sugar deficit in
the country. He warned that the
outcome of the vote had opened
a floodgate for unscrupulous
dealers to bring sugar laced with
poisons into the country.

“There were missing gaps in
the report were wanted to remedy
through the amendments. Now

a good report has been trashed.
MPs failed to exhibit patriotism
and as a result the country has
been left in a state of hopeless-
ness,” lamented Mr Koyoo.

The multimillion bribery
scheme involving Members
of Parliament to influence the
outcome of the report in which
Kenya lost more than Sh10 billion
in taxes has come to light.

Parliament rejected the report
prepared by a joint committee
ostensibly on the grounds that
the team ignored its terms of
reference end did not take into
consideration witness staternents.

AiRTEL NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS:
NETWORK MAINTENANCE ACTIVITY CAUSING
INTERRUPTION OF SERVICES.

We wish to notify our Customers and Partners that we will be
having a major network upgrade activity that will begin on
11/08/2018 at 12:00pm and end on 12/08/2018 at 6:00am.

During and after this upgrade exercise, our customers
may experience some network disturbances e.g.

+ Inability to perform SIM upgrade/replacement.

* Inability to activate and deactivate supplementary
services i.e. Voicemail & Missed Call Alerts.

+ Your phone may remain in a “hanging” state even though it
shows that it has network reception (network bars showing).

Should your device have any network related issues after
this activity, kindly switch it OFF for 30 seconds
and switch it back ON.

We apologize for any inconvenience caused and
thank you in advance for your patience.
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The Saturday Nation can
authoritatively reveal that mil-
lions of shillings changed hands
as shadowy figures sought to
influence the debate so that
some top government officials
implicated by the report could
be let off the hook.

On Thursday morning the
Saturday Nation team saw wards
of crisp Sh1,000 notes stashed
into a blue envelope which
one MP confided contained
Sh30,000. The money had been
sent through an emissary by a
government official. He said
other people unhappy with re-
port might have sent their own
emissaries.

Alego Usonga MP Samuel
Atandi said that the money was
being shared in Parliament from
Wednesday evening with the
sole aim of ensuring that MPs
shot down the sugar report. He
did not say who was dishing out
the money.

“My conscience could not
allow me to take the money,"
Mr Atandi said.

The committee had investi-
gated the circumstances under
which the government allowed
uncontrolled importation of
sugar in 2017 during a duty
free window opened by the
National Treasury CS Henry
Rotich. Some of the sugar was
suspected to have been toxic or
unfit for human consumption as
it was not fully processed. The
latest report said three Cabinet
Secretaries should take respon-
sibility for flooding of the markest
with the bad or duty-free sugar.

Witnesses who saw money
changing hands in Parliament
said that at one moment Kimnilii
MP Didmas Barasa confronted
2 woman representative from
North Eastern who offered
him Sh10,000 to vote against
the report.

Yesterday, the MP confirmed
that the wormnan rep (name with-
held for legal reasons) had tried
to bribe him to vote against the
report. “I was in the company
of Sirisia MP John Waluke when
she gave me a blue envelops with
Sh10,000. I rejected it he said.

Matungu MP Makokha
Murunga corroborated the
claims.

“MPs were compromised.
‘What happened along the cori-
dors of Parliament is shameful.

Mr Kanini Kega
and Mr Adan Ali
(far left), who
jointly chaired the
committee that
investigated the
sugar importation
scandal. The
report the team
presented to
Parliament was
rejected by
members amid
claims that
they had been

. compromised.

FILE | NATION

T am not afraid to sey that the
report was rejected on the
basis of corruption. It is sad
and shameful that some MPs
received as little as Shio, 000
to shoot down the report,” said
Mr Murunga.

MPs earn upwards of Shi mil-
lion in salaries and allowances.

Besides the woman rep, four
other MPs — all of them from
the Rift Valley — were at the
centre of mobilising other leg-
islators to receive the suspect
handouts.

Political and ethnic expedi-
ency is also believed to have
played a part in influencing MPs.

“We cannot fight corruption
when we still have a higher
loyalty to our ethnic cocoons,”
said one angry MP.

The revelation of bribery
come barely a week after the
Speszker of the National Assar
bly, Mr Justin Muturi, issued
summons to two parliamentary
reporters after they reported
claims of corruption in the pro-
ceedings of House committees.
Mr Muturi later described the
two as heroes.

On Thursday, at about 2pm,
one of the mobilisers from thi
Rift Valley took 2 position in the
bar located in the new wing of
Parliament Buildings and was
joined by a group of between 30
to 40 MPs from both sides of the
House. This is a normal occur-
rence as MPs lobby on matters
through informal sittings.

However, this was different
because the MP compiled a list
of all those who were present,
then advised them to reject the
report of the joint committee
on Agriculture and Livestock
and that on Trade, Industry and
Co-operatives on the importa-
tion of sugar. The commodity
was suspected to be contami-
nated with elements of heavy
metals such as mercury, lead and
copper among others. Traces of
these metals when consumed
regularly and in large amounts
cause various types of cancer.

The joint committee, co-
chaired by Mandera South
MP Adan Ali and his Kieni
counterpart Kanini Kega had
recommended that Mr Rotich,
the then Industrialisation CS
Adan Mohamed and former Ag-
riculture SC Willy Bett be held
responsible for the unchecked

importation of sug
the report meant
for sugar farmers.
“We were
only to be given an envelope, which
Itook) an MP said on condition
that he would not be named.

Meatayos MP Godirey Odan
who saw what was going, lam-
basted his colleagues for lowering
the integrity of Parliament.

“Shame on you. How do you pick
Sh20,000 yet you earn Shi million?
This is really bad and shameful)’
Mr Odange shouted. “Instead of
representing the people we are
shamelessly jostling to pick money
at the expense of doing what we
were elected to do”

Butere MP Tindi Mwale c~m-
plained that by rejecting the r
MPs had conspired to unde
the economy of sugarcane gro . ..g
regions.

“The mercury in the sugar has
gone into their head that is why
they rejected the report,” he said.

Alego Usongza MP Samuel Atandi
told the Saturday Nation that
money was all over Parliament by
Wednesday.

When it dawned on the group
that they had been seen, they
moved to the members' lounge,
which is inaccessible to non-mem-
bers.

In a statement yesterday, Mr
Mudavadi, the ANC leader, said
that President Kenyatta establish a
Judicial Commission of Inquiry to
investigate the sugar importation
saga. He also criticised MP, saying
they were part of the scheme to
cover up the truth on the availa-
bility of toxic sugar in the market.

“Impoverished cane farmers,
ailing sugar factories and millicns
of sugar consumers in Kenya have
been thrown under the bus by
none other than their institution
of Parliament. Parliament should
be investigated for abetting crim-
inality and corruption/” he said.

“Kenyans are the poorer for they
will nct now know if the s
they are taling is poisonou
Sk10.6 billion in taxes due fro..
imports will be lost. Parliament has
witfully laid the tombstone on ailing
sugar factories’ hopes of revival”

Meanwhile, the top leadership
of the House yesterday openly
differed over the decision by the
House fo reject the report.

Minority Whip Junet Moham-
med, Mezjority Whip Benjamin
Washiali and Nandi Hills MP Alfred
Keter openly differed in Mombasa
over the rejection of the report.

Mr Washiali said the House had
missed an opportunity to address
the key problems facing the sugar
sub sector.

“On Monday as MPs from the
sugar belt we shall meet and elab-
orate on this issue,” he said.

Mr Mohamed, who is also the
Suna East MP, called on investi-
gative agencies to take over the
matter.

“It i now the turn of the Direc-
torate of Criminal Investigations
(DCI) and other investigating
agencies to launch new investiga-
tions and get to the bottom of the
issues,” he said.

He rejectec a proposal that
another committee be picked to
investigate the scandal, saying it
would amount to 2 waste of public
funds.

Earlier, Mr Keter had suggested
that the House should task the
committee on health to take aver
the fresh investigations.

Additional reporting by Kazungu
Samue!
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The MPs accused each
other of pocketing
bribes to save Cabinet
secretaries implicated
inthe scandal.

By Moses Nyamori
and Roselyne Obala
nmyammi@standardmedhco,ke

Allegations of bribery
swirled in Parliament yester-
day as MPs shot down the
reporton contamninated sugar
in an acrimonious sitting that
was characterised by shouting.

Initial attempts to strength-
en the report through amend-
ments - that would have seen
Cabinet secretaries Henry Rot-
ich (Treasury) and Adan
Mohammed (East African
Community) hounded out of
office - were roundly defeated
inrecord time.

This was before the majority
of MPs launched a spirited
onslaught against the entire
document while accusing the
joint committee of curiously
omitting the names of sugar
barons. .

Some of the lawmakers, who
were pushing for the implica-
tion of the State officers,
stormed out of the session'to
address the media, angering
Speaker Justin Muturi, who
said: “The House could con-
sider changing the Standing
Orders to deal with indisci-
pline (of that nature).”

But it was the claims of brib-
ery and intense lobbying that
preceded the afternoon sitting
that seemed tohave sealed the

fate of the document authored
by the 38-member committee.

Several MPs confessed to
The Standard that money had
changed hands to facilitate
defeat of the report in what
could taint the image of the
august House further in the
face of growing claims that it
had turned into a ‘House of

week, sparking speculation thatit
was In response to ameeting
between Kilifi Governor Amason
Kingi and 21 MPs last week.
Political analysts say the two
governors are competing for
supremacy in the region, a claim
both have denied. On Wednesday,
the two governors met Tourism
Cabinet Secretary Najib Balala In
Nairobf before meeting Opposi-
tion leader Raila Odinga. There
are reports Joho has invited Kingl
to Wednesday's meeting. His
chief of staff Idris Abdulrahman
sald the meeting was postponed
to enable adequate prepara-
tions. Joho, a close ally of Raila,
has expressed Interest in the
presidency. [Benard Sangal

National Assembly. Legislators claimt

Poison sugar
own amid br

#They are parading
themselves to be
paid at the expense
of those who elected
them. Jouxrnalists
should expose
them.”

Simba Arati, Dagoretti North

bribes.

Slightly after 2pm, MPs
began trooping to Parliament’s
new bar in a peculiar manner
that raised concerns they were
being influenced over the
report. The MPs moved in
groups of about five and
returned after about two min-
utes.

Something fishy

Fears that something fishy
was cooking were confirmed
by a first-time MP who admit-
ted his colleagues were receiv-
ing bribes.

] was called but I have not
received any money sinceIgot
there when everything had
already been dished out,” said
the MP. z

He said money was being
given out to ensure that the
report was defeated on the
floor of the House on grounds
that it targeted Rotich, Adan

and Kenya’s High Commis-
sioner toIndia, Willy Bett - for-
merly the Agriculture CS.
Another MP said some
members were given Sh30,000
while others

Migori. Ex-minister
withdraws fromrace

® Former Cabinet minister
Dalmas Otieno has withdrawn
from the Migori senatorial
by-election. Mr Otieno (right).
who was contesting the seat on
the National Liberal Party ticket
after ditching ODM, said he had
opted out of the race afterhe
was appolinted a commissioner
to the Salaries and Remuneration
Commission (SRC). This came as
the Independent Electoral and
Boundaries Commission began
dearing candidates yesterday.
“The two opportunities came at
the same time. | have decided to

received

“ps a team we did
our best but the
speakers have
decided to focus
on-the Cabinet
_secretaries.”

Kanini Kega, Kieni

Sh20,000. Another said the
money was coming from dif-
ferent sources.

“Kenyans need to know the
calibre of leaders they have.
They are parading themselves
to be paid at the expense of
those who elected them. Jour-
nalists should expose and
shame these leaders,” said
Dagoretti North MP Simba
Arati, a member of the com-

‘out,
dé% l%#their
! (g v
s f oney.

But one of the MPs retorted:
«What is wrong with us getting
our share? [am going!”

This prompted more jeering
from Nyeri Woman Represent-
ative Rajab Mukami, who said:
«Shame! Shame! This is bad!”

After the debate, Arati, Jus-
tus Murunga (Matungu) and

Ayub Savula (Lugari) also
accused their colleagues of
receiving bribes.

¢
¥

here are no proper grounds to implicate CSs

report shot
ibery claims

“pefore you
hold somebody
personally
responsible, let
them give their
side of the stoxy.”

John Mbadi, Minority leader

“The members were com-
promised. What happened in
the corridors of Parliament is
shameful. T am not afraid of
anybody. It is sad that some
people received as little as
Sh10,000 to shoot down the
report,” said Mr Murunga.

“The President cannot finish
corruption whenwe have trib-
al leanings. Those who paid to
save CSs should know they are
killing their people with poi-
sonous sugar.”

They called on the Director
of Public Prosecutions to probe
the matter.

National Assembly Leader
of Majority AdenDuale and his
Minority counterpart John
Mbadiled the MPs in defeating
the report that cost the coun: _
try more than ShS million to

co-chaired by Kieni M
Kega and Ma
AdanHaji for

. without inv2

AUGUST 10, 201

himself. .

“Before you hold somebody
personally responsible you
‘must give them a chance to
give their side,” said Mbadi,
who alluded to the bribery
claims when he explained his
opposition to the report was
not as aresult of being “aben-
eficiary of rumours flying”

around.

“The threshold for removal
of a minister is so high. Mr
Speaker, the report before the

MPs so no one should take
offence with whatever decision
we take,” said Duale.

«Rotich acted on an execu-
tive order of the President and
aresolution of the Cabinet. He
did not sit under a treetomake
adecision. Thisreportistrying
to impeach CSs through the
backdoor” he said, adding that
the House should never have
formed a joint committee.

Kebs' failure

Mbadi described some of
the recommendationsasridic-
ulous, citing one that recom-
mended Mohammed be held
responsible for the Kenya
Bureau of Standards’ failure to
ensure that only safe sugar
entered the country.

“This committee failed sub-

it names of those importers
those traders. There are nc;
lists of the importers. Why
couldn’t you give the names?
Why are you hiding the
names?” asked Mbadi.

. Kega pleaded with MPs to
agqpt~ the document, saying
his teamn did its best. “We did
best but the speakers have

a bouncing babybo;
the House to h{] t.hlg
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vere openly changing hands before House started debate on
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Yer finds innovative way of tarming the
ii without using plastic bags

The owner of Ukay Centre in Westlands, Nairobi, was
yesterday at pains as he saw excavators r=duce his mul-
ti-million shillings investment into a rubble. ‘

The building wh:ch used to host Nakumatt U‘ra/
seid to have been constuctsd on top of 2 river, 2 clai
management refutes ‘

Mr Vareel Shah. the property manager, said that the o pub-
lic has always been “misguided” that there is a permanent
river tlu\vmg beneath the building.

“There 15 no river under the bLLdmr The mall's only
structure tordering the ‘stream’ is the garage,” he said. ‘
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'Buty free > Kénya lost more than

Some legislators
‘received as little as
Sh10,000 to shoot
down the report’

B RAHIM ORUKO
ioruko@ke.nationmedia.com
AND DAVID MWERE
dmwere@ke.nationmedia.com

utrage yesterday greeted
'O accusations that MPs had

been paid to shoot down
a report on imported sugar that
cost Kenyans Sh10 billion in lost
taxes and which exposed consum-
J8rS to health hazards.
ANC leader Musalia Mudavadi
faulted the National Assembly,
arguing that it had betrayed the
» trust that Kenyans had placed
in their elected representatives.
“The National Assembly
showed shameful display of com-
plicity. Its action has emboldened
sugar barons, aided evasion of
tax and flies in the face of Pres-
ident Kenyatta's anti-corruption
crusade. It has condemned cane
farmers to servitude and killed
the hope reviving local suger
industry;” said Mr Mudavadi.
Funyula MP Oundo Mude-

nyo, who was a member of the
joint committee, also hit out at
Parliament, saying that the com-
mittee had worked under intense
pressure and tight deadlines to
unmask those culpable, only for
the report to be rejected even with
amendments.

“MPs never bothered to read
the report. They only checked
the recommendations and when
it touched the sacred cows, they
dscided to shoot it down,” he seid
in protest.

Nominated MP Godfrey Osotsi
said the rejection of the report
was 2 victory for cartels and 2
big blow to thousands of farmers
who eke out a living through cane

arming.

“The institution of Parliament
that is supposed to protect the
public has turned against them,”
said Osotsi.

Muhoroni MP James K'Oyoo
accused the Speaker of gagging
the debate which he said negated
the true intent of President Ken-
yatta to meet the sugar deficit in
the country. He warned that the
outcome of the vote had opened
a floodgate for unscrupulous
deslers to bring sugear laced with
poisons into the country.

“There were missing gaps in
the report were wanted to remedy
through the amendments. Now

 Shi0 billio

2 good report has been trashed.
MPs failed to exhibit patriotism
and as a result the country has
been left in 2 state of hopeless-
ness,” lamented Mr Koyoo.

The multimillion bribery
scheme involving Members
of Parliament to influence the
outcome of the report in which
Kenya lost more than Sh10 billion
in taxes has come to light.

Parliament rejected the report
prepared by 2 joint committee
ostensibly on the grounds that
the team ignored its terms of
reference and did not take into
consideration witness staternents.

AIRTEL NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS:
NETWORK MAINTENANCE ACTIVITY CAUSING
INTERRUPTION OF SERVICES.

We wish to notify our Customers and Partners that we will be
having a major network upgrade activity that will begin on
11/08/2018 at 12:00pm and end on 12/08/2018 at 6:00am.

During and after this upgrade exercise, our customers
may experience some network disturbances e.g.

« Inability to perform SIM upgrade/replacement.

- Inability to activate and deactivate supplementary
services i.e. Voicemail & Missed Call Alerts.

- Your phone may remain in a “hanging” state even though it
shows that it has network reception (network bars showing).

Should your device have any network related issues after
this activity, kindly switch it OFF for 30 seconds
and switch it back ON.

We apologize for any inconvenience caused and
thank you in advance for your patience.

THE SMARTPHONE NETWORK

airtel

The Saturday Nation can
authoritatively reveal that mil-
lions of shillings changed hands
as shadowy figures sought to
influence the debate so that
some top government officials
implicated by the report could
be let off the hook.

On Thursday morning the
Saturday Nation team saw wards
of crisp Sh1,000 notes stashed
into a blue envelope which
one MP confided contained
Sh30,000. The money had been
sent through an emissary by 2
government official. He said
other people unhappy with re-
port might have sent their own
emissaries.

Alego Usonge MP Szmuel
Atandi said that the money was
being shared in Parliament from
Wednesday evening with the
sole 2im of ensuring that MPs
shot down the sugar report. He
did not say who was dishing out
the money.

“My conscience could not
zllow me to take the money,,"
Mr Atandi said.

The committee had investi-
gated the circumstances under
which the government allowed
uncontrolled importation of
sugar in 2017 during a duty
free window opened by the
National Treasury CS Henry
Rotich. Some of the sugar was
suspected to have been toxic or
unfit for human consumption as
it was not fully processed. The
latest report szid three Cabinet
Secretaries should take respon-
sibility for flooding of the market
with the bad or duty-iree sugar.

Witnesses who sew money
changing hands in Parliament
said that at one moment Kimilili
MP Didmas Barasa confronted
2 woman representative from
North Eastern who offered
him Sh10,000 to vote against
the report.

Yesterday, the MP confirmed
that the woman rep (name with-
held for legal reasons) had tried
to bribe him to vote against the
report. “I was in the company
of Sirisia MP john Waluke when
she gave me & blue envelops with
Sh10,000. I rejected it,” he said.

Meatungu MP Mezkokhe
Murunga corroborateé the
claims.

“MPs were compromised.
What happened along the corri-
dors of Perliament is shameful

Outrage greets MPs who accepted
bribes to throw out sugar report

Mr Kanini Kega
and Mr Adan Ali
(far left), who
jointly chaired the
commiitee that
investigated the
sugar importation
scandal. The
report the team
presented to
Parliament was
rejected by
members amid
claims that
they had been
compromised.
FILE | NATION

1 am not afraid to s2y that the
report was rejected on the
basis of corruption. It is sad
2nd shemeful that some MPs
received as little 2s Sh10, 000
to shoot down the report,” said
Mr Murunga.

MPs earn upwards of Shl mil-
lion in selaries and allowances.

Resides the women rep, four
other MPs — all of them from
the Rift Valley — were at the
centre of mobilising other leg-
islators to receive the suspect
handouts.

Political and ethnic expedi-
ency is also believed to have
played a part in influencing MPs.

“We cannot fight corruption
when we still have a higher
loyalty to our ethnic cocoons,”
s2id one angry MP.

The revelation of bribery
come barely a week after the
Spezker of the Nztional Assem-
bly, Mr Justin Muturi, issued
summons to two parliamentary
reporters after they reported
claims of corruption in the pro-
ceedings of House committees.
Mr Mutwi later described the
two as heroes.

On Thursday, at about 2pm,
one of the mobilisers from the
Rift Valley took 2 position in the
bar located in the new wing of
Parliament Buildings and was
joined by 2 group of between 30
to 40 MPs from both sides of the
House. This is a normal occur-
rence 2s MPs lobby on matters
through informal sittings.

However, this was different
beceuse the MP compiled a list
of all those who were present,
then advised them to reject the
report of the joint committee
on Agriculture and Livestock
and that on Trade, Industry and
Co-operatives on the importa-
tion of sugar. The commodity
was suspected {o be contemi-
nated with elements of heavy
metals such as mercury, lead and
copper among others. Traces of
these metals when consumed
regulariy 2nd in large 2mounts
cause various {ypes of cancer.

The joint committee, co-
chaired by Mendera South
MP Aden Ali eand his Kieri
counterpart Kanini Kega had
recommended that Mr Rotich,
the then industrielisation CS
Adan Mohamed anc former Ag-
riculture SC Willy Be i

importation of sugar. R
the report meant de
for suger farmers.

“We vere called to mest here
only to be given an envelops, which
itook” an MP said on condition
that he would not be named.

2t the ex
were electedto do.

Butere MP Tindi Mwale
plained that by rejecting the report,
MPs had conspired to undermine
the economy of sugarcane @yewing
regions.

“The mercury in the sugar has
gone into their head that is why
they rejected the report,” be said.

Alego Usongz MP Samuel Atandi
told the Saturday Nation that
money was all over Parliament by
Wednesday.

When it dawned on the group
that they had been seen, they
moved to the members’ lounge,
which is inaccessible to non-mem-
bers.

In a statement yesterday, Mr
Mudavadi, the ANC leeder, said
that President Kenyatta establish a
Judicial Commission of Inguiry to
investigate the sugar importation
saga. He also criticised MP, saying
they were part of the scheme to
cover up the truth on the availe-
bility of toxic suger in the market.

“Impoverished cane farmers,
ailing sugar factories and millicns
of sugar consumers in Kenyz have
been thrown under the bus by
none other than their institution
of Parliament. Parliament should
be investigated for abetting crim-
inality and corruption” he s ’

“Kenyans are the poorer fo
will not now know if the s
they are taking is poisonons; and
S10.6 billion in taxes due from the
imports wilibe lost. Parliament has
wilfully laid the tombstone on ailing
sugar factories’ hopes of revival”

Meanwhile, the top leadership
of the House yesterday openly
differed over the decision by the
House to reject the report.

Minority Whip Junet Mobam-
med, Mzjority Whip Benjamin
Washiali and Nandi Hills MP Alfred
Keter openly differed in Mombasa
over the rejection of the report.

Mr Washiali s2id the House had
missed an opportunity to address
the key problems facing the sugar
sub sector.

“On Mondey as MPs from the
sugar belt we shall meet and elab-
orate on this issue,” he said.

Mr Mohamed, who is also the
Sunez East MP, called on investi-
gative agencies to take over the
matter.

“T¢ i€ now the turn of the Direc-
torate of Criminal Investigations
(DCI) and other investigating
agencies to launch new investiga-
tions and get to the bottom of the
issues,” he said.

He rejected a proposel that
another committee De picked to
investigate the scandal, saying it
would amount to & waste of public
funds.

Earlier, Mr Keter had suggested
ouse shoulc sk the
T to take over

COMIMILL

Additional reporting by Kazungu
Samue!
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Eleven Kitui
crashvictims
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court f!‘ee§ ? Final n?)assl. Gnehf atlreqmlem
“for St Gabriel's School pupils, .
KldeI‘O GI‘I mostly KCPE candidates, who

perished in a horrific accident
when their bus collided with a
-lorry >>pygs 6-7
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, -eglslators from west-
.ern Kétya sugar belt
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They allege their
‘colleagues ’
received as little

as Sh10,000 to
shoot down sugar
<\ probe report
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Sport
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rebels over little
to CoG amnesty pay
“Rowlooms as : - Announcement L7 Dealers Athletes
: ~" Houseteam %% comesdaysdfter ¢ - - refuse to open . unhappy with
.demandsrefund . 7 S1gning power- ' shopfor fear allowances paid
of contributidns . shanngd_eahp commodity will to them while
.~ togovernor'sbody .- Khartourn "'+ beimpounded overseas

u'

Members from siLgar beltsay
money changed hands on
day Parliament shot down

reportindicting two Cabinet_:--

secretaries:

&b Anthony Mwangi
and Mercy Mwai
» ¥ GpeopleDsilyie

Itis nowstraight from the horse's
mouth! Hardly a month since ac-
cusations-of Members of Parlia-
Jnent pandering to the whirns
of cartels to undermine House
business sutfaced, at least 15 leg-

Weare
treating
the two

changed hands to kill a sugar

. probereport.
And in what corroborates a
-People Daily expose—House

JOUrnal-  of Bribes— detailing cartel-like
. behaviour by some House com-
1sisas mittee members, the legislators
o from the western Kenya sugar

Uh’ I’SLle belt, called on the Director of Pub-
ZOLUEI'S lic Investigations(DPP) to order
S ] . for probe Parliament which they
. pea cei claim is riddled with corruption

and infested by bribe-taking MPs.

Addressing the press minutes af-
ter'a report on the importation of
toxic sugar was rejected, the MPs

said cartels in the sugar industry’
2 literary “bought” members to vote

against the report. :
', Inabold move at a press confer:,
* ‘ence at Parliament Buildings, Jus-
5. . “tusMurunga (Matungu) last eve-

islators yesterday alleged roney.

ning threw the dice claimifig some
of his colleagues hid received as
little as Sh10,000 to shoct down

" .thereport.
" He was accompanied at the .

‘press conference by colleagues

JAyub Savula (Lugari), Geof-

frey Osotsi (Nominated) Tindi
Mwale (Butere), Onyango K'Oyoo
(Muhoroni), Bernard Shinali
(Shinyalu), Godfrey Omuse (Teso
South), Catlierine Wambilianga
(Bungoma Women's Rep), Simba
-Arati (Dagoretti North) and Jojce
Kamene(Machakos Women's Rep):
“Itis a high time the DPP comes
in'to Parliament and launch inves-
tigations, what we witnesséd toddy-
is shameful, worrying and a dan-
gerous trend to this country,” said
Savula, adding that the “Hand-
shake” has since lost its meaning
to become the “stornach shake.”

Building bridges
He was referring to.the Hand-
shake between President Uhuru
Kenyatta and National Super Al-
liance (Nasa) leader Raila Odinga

on March 9 that ushered'in the -

Building Bridges initiative to en-
sure peace and stability in the

country after the hotly contested -

2017 presidential poll.

On his part, Arati claimed to
have “literally witnessed MPs be-
ing compromised to vote against
thereport”.

Mwale termed the bribe-taking
énes in'the precincts of Parlia-
nent not only shameful but a
concern fo the institution tasked
to makelaws,

_~~Sugar Report

s claim colleagues |
re

Two weeks ago angry'MPs
sought a ruling from the Speaket
on what they called misconduict
by two People Daily journalists.

" Speaker Justin Muturi direct-
ed the Powers and Privileges
Committee to heaf the matter

Cal ori back to Parliament.

: However, Muturi said the jour-
- nalists . Were nol being sum-

" improve its status, - -

tion of Parliament to

- The report by the-joint com-
mittee of the House co-chaired
by Kieni MP Kanini Kega and Mo-
hammed Haji indicted Cabinet
secretaries Henry Rotich (Trea-
sury) and Adén Mohammed pre-
viously Trade and (now East Afri-
can Community) as well as former
agriculture CS Willy Bett. But they
cannow breathe a sigh of relief af-
‘ter MPs yesterday shot down the
report.

Two weeks ago, angry MPs
sought a ruling from Speaker Jus-
tin Muturi-on what they called
misconduct by People Daily jour-
‘nalists, Anthony Mwangi and

. Dinah Ondari following the graft -

“€XpOSe. .
" Muturi directed the Powers and
Privileges Committee to hear the

.matter and report back to Parlia-

ment. However, he made it clear

the scribes were not being sum-

! . Godfrey Osotsi - - .
moned buf were invitéd to assist - :

;

© . AyubS

avula |,

imoned but were invited to assjst -
the institution of Patliament to
Ampfove its status. “We dre treat:
ing the two journalists as whistle
blowers who will help Parliament
to improve standing,” hé said ata .~
Media Council of Kenya forum.

) Current stgar :
Yesterday, the MPs shot down
the report for targeting “innocent”,
Cabinet secretaries and failing to
tell Kenyans whether the ciirrenit _.

sugar in the market has metciry -

ornot.

Attempts by Homa Bay Wornen's
Rep Gladys Wanga to introduce
new amendments for Rotich, Adan
and Bett to be held responsible for
the illegal importation of sugar
flopped. :

The MPsrejected all the amend-
ments saying they are “malicious,
ill-advised and illegal”,

Majority Chief Whip Benjamin

-Washiali supported the amend-

ments saying the House should
pass them to save farmers from

. minya objected t6

theirlong suffering.

*Iwantto requiest MPs fo symi-~_
pathise with colleagues redreseg\g Y
ing sugar farmers. Toda: :
speak, farmers are doing literally -
‘nothing: Faimers hife npt begn,
paid"hesaid. - T ] .

‘But Leader of Mjngritz' John
Mbadi and Kipipiri MP Afn
the gmend-
ments saying there was no ‘evi-
dence in the report shiowing that
thethreeerred. ~  « -~ T a

Leader of Majority Aden Duale
dlaimed Mohammed is Being in-
dicted for the wrongs of nya Bu-
reau of Standards (Kebs), a State
body that can sue and be sued
‘while Rotich is being indicted for
acting on behalf of the President.

“This reportistrying tiimpeach ;

‘CSs through the back doar. It is un-
acceptable,” he said. .

Ruaraka MP, Tom Kajwang’
claimed the report wag initially
designed to fail because fhe mem-
bers failed to carry out adequate
investigations.

WEATHERTODAY | Uhuru: Prosecute officials who
*Nairobi 24° boss George Kinoti to immediately
Sgab < % g’gpi‘ﬁ[y)aﬁtuma commence investigations to estab-
eMombasa 28° @ Y ) lish ciréumstances, procedures and
R - President Uhuru Kenyatta has asked persons who irregularly issued the

¢ Kisumu 2 9 ° @ State agencies to prosecute all govern- approvals. . o
CERRSER 6 = ment officials found culpable for allo- Speaking during the inguguirdtion of - &
e Nyeri 23 % cating riparian and publicutilityland ~ Prism Towers in Upper Hill yesterday,
K i to private developers. Uhuru declared his full suppot for the
® Wajil' 32° @' And last evening, Director of Public ongoingdemolitions. . _ - %"
: Prosecutions Noordin Haji asked the “We will continue to demolish prop-
. Directorate of Criminal Investigations

erties constructed on riparian lands, -

Py i

-~ z j 3
-approved illegal structures

Ty e :  equally punish officials who made
2ppivals for those properties. We are
doing everything to discourage cor-
mpdion’liis possible to do ¢lean busi-
: nese inKenya, this is what we want to

. encourage,” he said. b .
- "Weshall go after all thdse who is-
Aaed the fllegal permits, be they Coun-
ty or National government éfficials. All

" . thosewho gave these permits will be
'~ peosécuted,” he added.
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National Assembly, Legislators claim there are no proper grounds to implicate CSs

Poison stigar report shot
down amid bribery claims

The MPs accused each
other of pocketing
bribes to save Cabinet
secretaries implicated
inthe scandal.

By Moses Nyamori
and Roselyne Obala
mnyamori@standardmedia.co.ke

Allegations of bribery
swirled in Parliament yester-
day as MPs shot down the
report on contaminated sugar
in an acrimonious sitting that
was characterised by shouting.

Initial attempts to strength-
en the report throngh amend-
ments - that would have seen
Cabinet secretaries Henry Rot-

_ich (Treasury) and Adan
Mohammed (East African
Community) hounded out of
office - were roundly defeated
inrecord time.

This was before the majority
of MPs launched a spirited
onslaught against the entire
document while accusing the
joint committee of curiously
omitting the names of sugar
barons. )

Somne of the lawmakers, who
were pushing for the implica-
tion of the State officers,
stormed out of the sessionto
address the media, angering
Speaker Justin Muturi, who

_said: “The House could con-

sider changing the Standing

Orders to deal with indisci-
pline (of that nature).”

But it was the clairns of brib-
ery and intense lobbying that
preceded the afternoon sitting
that seemed to have sealed the
fate of the docurnent authored
by the 38-member committee.

Several MPs confessed to
The Standard that money had
changed hands to facilitate
defeat of the report in what
could taint the image of the
august House further in the
face of growing claims that it
had turned into a ‘House of

“They are parading
themselves to be
paid at the expense
of those who elected
them. Journalists
should expose
them.”

Simba Arati, Dagoretti North

bribes.

Slightly after 2pm, MPs
began trooping to Parliament’s
new bar in a peculiar manner
that raised concerns they were
being influenced over the
report. The MPs moved in
groups of about five and
returned after about two min-
utes.

Something fishy

Fears that something fishy
was cooking were confirmed
by a first-time MP who admit-
ted his colleagues were receiv-
ing bribes.

“T was called but I have not
received any money since I got
there when everything had
already been dished out,” said
the MP. .

He said. money was being
given out to ensure that the
report was defeated on the
fioor of the House on grounds
that it targeted Rotich, Adan
and Kenya’s High Commis-
sioner toIndia, Willy Bett - for-
merly the AgricultureCS. -

Another MP said some

members were given Sh30,000
while others received

“As a team we did
our best but the
speakexs have
decided to focus
on-the cabinet
_secretaries.”

Kanini Kega, Kieni

S$h20,000. Another said the
money was coming from dif-
ferent sources.

“Kenyans need to know the
calibre, of leaders theyhave:
They.are parading themselves
to'be paid at the expense of
those who elected them. Jour-
nalists “should expose and
shame these leaders,” said
Dagoretti North' MP- Simba
Arati, a member of the com-
mittee.

“Shame! How do you get
Sh20,000 yet you earn a mil-
lion? This is really bad,” said
Matayos MP Godfrey Odanga
as he jeered two of his col-
leagues as they rushed out,
apparently to collect their
share of the money.

But one of the MPs retorted:
“What is wrong with us getting

our share? I am going!”

This prompted more jeering
from Nyeri Woman Represent-

ative Rajab Mukami, whosaid:

““Shame! Shame! This is bad!”

After the debate, Arati, Jus-
tus Murunga (Matungu) and
Ayub Savula (Lugari) also
accused their colleagues of

. receiving bribes.

‘‘Before you
hold somebody
personally
responsible, let
them give their
side of the story.”
John Mbadi , Minority leader

“The members were com-
promised. What happened in
the corridors of Parliament is
shameful. I am not afraid of
anybody. It is sad that some
people received as little as
Sh10,000 to shoot down the
report,” said Mr Murunga.

“The President cannot finish
corruption when we have trib-
al leanings. Those who paid to
save CSs should know they are
Xilling their people with poi-
sorious sugar.”

They called on the Director
of Public Prosecutions to probe
the matter.

National Assembly Leader
of Majority Aden Duale and his
Minority counterpart John
Mbadiled the MPs in defeating

the report that cost the coun- - .

try more than ShS million to

write. -
Duale and Mbadi said the!

‘were no proper grouwn

week, sparking speculation that it
was In response to a meeting
between Kilifi Governor Amason
Kingi and 21 MPs last week.
Political analysts say the two
governors are competing for
supremacy in the region, a claim
both have denied. On Wednesday,
the two governors met Tourism
Cabinet Secretary Najib Balala in
Nairobf before meeting Opposi-
tion leader Raila Odinga. There
are reports Joho has invited Kingl
to Wednesday's meeting. His
chief of staff Idris Abdulrahman
said the meeting was postponed
to enable adequate prepara-
tions. Joho, a close ally of Raila,
has expressed Interest in the
presidency. [Benard Sanga]

Migori. Ex-minister
withdraws from race

B Former Cabinet minister
Dalmas Otieno has withdrawn
from the Migori senatorial
by-election. Mr Otieno (right).”
who was contesting the seat on
the National Liberal Party ticket
after ditching ODM, said he had
opted out of the race after he
was appointed a commissioner
to the Salaries and Remuneration
Commission {SRC). This came as
the Independent Electoral and
Boundaries Comnmission began
clearing candidates yesterday.
“The two opportunities came at
the same time. | have decided to

- his team did its best. “We dji,
ggr.bm but the speakers hav(ei

| -case lacks witnesse

“Before you hold somebody

personally responsible you
.must give them a chance to k
give their side,” said Mbadi, |~
who alluded to the bribery i}

claims when he explained his
opposition to the report was
not as a result of being “a ben-
eficiary of rumours flying”
around.

“The threshold for removal
of a minister is so high Mr
Speaker, the report before the

House is the property of alf§giii

et .~ -

MPs so no one should take
offence withwhatever decision
we take,” said Duale.

“Rotich acted on an execu-
tive order of the President and
aresolution of the Cabinet. He
did not sit under a treetomake
adecision. This reportis trying
to impeach CSs through the
backdoor,” he said, adding that
the House should never have
formed a joint committee.

Kebs' failure

Mbadi described some of
the recommendationsasridic-
ulous, citing one that recom-
mended Mohammed be held
responsible for the Kenya
Bureau of Standards’ failure to
ensure that only safe sugar
entered the country.

“This committee failed sub-
stantially. We expected explic
it names of those importers,
those traders. There are nc;
lists of the importers, Why
couldn’t you give the names?
Why-are you hiding the
na;;nes?" TSkEd Mbadi.

ega pleaded with
adopt the docximent,hgysirfg

edtofocus on the Cabinet
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- Blue envelopes containing between Sh10,000 and Sh30,00
e openly changing hands before House started debate on
troversial sugar importation that put CSs on the spot paces
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The owner of Ukay Centre in Westlands, Nairobi, was
yesterday at pains as he saw excavators reduce his mul-
ti-million shillings investment into a rubble.

The building which used to host Nakumatt Ukay is
said to have been consiructad on top of 2 river, 2 claim its
management refutes.

Mr Vareel Shah. the property manager, said that the pub-
iiz has always been “misguided” that there is 2 permanent
river tlowing beneath the building.

“There i3 no river under the building. The mall's cnlv
structure bordering the ‘stream’ is the garage,” he said.
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Outrage greets MPs who accepted
bribes to throw out sugar report

Some legislators
‘received as little as
Sh10,000 to shoot
down the report’

IBRAHIM ORUKO
@%e nationmedia.com
- DAVID MWERE
cmwere@ke.nationmedia.com

utrage yesterday greeted
O accusations that MPs had

been paid to shoot dovm
a report on imported sugar that
cost Kenyans Shi0 billion in lost
taxes and which exposed consum-
ers to health hazards.

ANC leader Musalia Mudavadi
faulted the National Assembly,
arguing that it had betrayed the
trust that Kenyans had placed
in their elected representatives.

"The National Assembly
showed shameful display of com-
plicity. Its action has emboldened
sugar barons, aided evasion of
tax and flies in the face of Pres-
ident Kenyatta's anti-corruption
crusade. It has condemned cane
farmers to servitude and killed
the hope reviving local sugar
industry,” said Mr Mudavadi.

Funyula MP Oundo Mude-

nyo, who was a member of the
joint committee, also hit out at
Parliament, saying that the com-
mittee had worked under intense
pressure and tight deadlines to
unmask those culpable, only for
the report to be rejected even with
amendments.

“MPs never bothered to rsad
the report. They only checked
the recommendations anc when
it touched the sacred cows, they
decided to shoot it down," he said
in protest.

Nominated MP Godfrey Osotsi
s2id the rejection of the report
was 2 victory for cartels and a
big blow to thousands of farmers
who eke out a living through cane
farming.

“The institution of Parliament
that is supposed to protect the
public has turned against them,”
said Osotsi.

Muhoroni MP James K'Oyoo
accused the Speaker of gagging
the debate which he said nagated
the true intent of President Ken-
yatta to meet the sugar deficit in
the country. He warned that the
outcome of the vote had opened
a floodgate for unscrupulous
dezlers to bring sugar laced with
poisons into the country.

“There were missing gaps in
the report were wanted to remedy
through the amendments. Now

a good report has been trashed.
MPs failed to exhibit patriotism
and as a result the country hes
been left in a state of hopeless-
ness,” lamented Mr Koyoo.

The multimillion bribery
scheme involving Members
of Parliament to influence the
outcome of the report in which
Kenya lost more than Sh10 billion
in taxes has come to light.

Parliament rejected the report
prepared by 2 joint committee
ostensibly on the grounds that
the team ignored its terms of
reference and did not take into
consideration witness statemente.

AIRTEL NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS:
NETWORK MAINTENANCE ACTIVITY CAUSING
INTERRUPTION OF SERVICES.

We wish to notify our Customers and Partners that we will be
having a major network upgrade activity that will begin on
11/08/2018 at 12:00pm and end on 12/08/2018 at 6:00am.

During and after this upgrade exercise, our customers
may experience some network disturbances e.g.

Inability to perform SIM upgrade/replacement.
Inability to activate and deactivate supplementary
services i.e. Voicemail & Missed Call Alerts.
* Your phone may remain in a “hanging” state even though it
shows that it has network reception (network bars showing).

Should your device have any network related issues after
this activity, kindly switch it OFF for 30 seconds
and switch it back ON.

We apologize for any inconvenience caused and
thank you in advance for your patience.

THE SMARTPHONE NETWORK |

airtel

The Saturday Nation can
authoritatively reveal that mil-
lions of shillings changed hands
as shadowy figures SOLght to
influence (he debate so that
some top government officiais
implicated by the report coud
be let off the hook.

On Thursday morning the
Saturday Nation team saw wards
of crisp Sh1,000 notes stashed
into a blue envelope which
one MP confided contzined
Sh30,000. The money had been
sent through an emissary by a
government official. He saic
other people unhappy with re-
port might have sent their own
emissaries.

Alego Usonga MP Samuel
Atandi said that the money was
being shared in Parliament from
Wed.nesday evening with the
sole aim of ensuring that MPs
shot dowm the sugar report. He
did not:say who was dishing out
the money.

“My conscience could not
zllow me to take the money,”
Mr Atandi said.

The committee had investi-
gated the circumstances under
which the government allowed
uncontrelled importation of
sugar in 2017 during 2 duty
free window opened by the
National Treasury CS Henry
Rotich. Some of the sugar was
suspected to have been toxic or
unfit for human consumption as
it was not fully processed. The
latest report said three Cabinet
Secretaries should take raspon-
sibility for flooding of the market
with the bad or duty-frae sugar.
wlmessec wha saw mor\ey

Nerth Eastern who offe
him Sh10,000 to vote against
the report.

Yesterday, the MP cor
that the woma:
held fnr i-gal T

Mr Kanini Kega
and Mr Adan Ali
(far left), who
jointly chaired the
committee that
investigated the
sugar importation
scandal. The
report the team
prasented to
Parliament was
rejected by
members amid
claims that
they had been
compromised.
FILE | NATION

I am not afraid to 32y that the
report was rejected on the
basis of corruption. It is sad
and shameful that some MPs
received as little as Sh10, 000
to shoot down the report.” said
Mr Murunga.

MPs earn upwards of Shl il
lion in salaries and allowances.

Besides the woman rep, four
other MPs — all of them from
the Rift Valley — were at the
centre of mobilising other leg-
islators to receive the suspect
handouts.
tical and ethnic expedi-
is zlso believed to have
ad 2 part in influencing MPs.

“We cannot fight corruption
when we still heve a higher
loyalty to our ct[lI.]C cocoons,”
said one ang %,

o

ummons to two D
ortars after meu e

two as S,
On T 'x.LrsLay, at about 2pm,
one of the mobilisers from the
Rift Valley tock 2 position in the
bar located in the new wing of
Parliament Buildings and was
joinad by a group of between 20
to 40 MPs from both sides of the
House. This is 2 normal occur-
rence as MPs lobby on matters
through informal sitting
Howsvsr, this was
because the MP compiied a list
of ali those who were present,
h:m tor ie:t .he
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over little
pay

. Athletes
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allowances paid
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overseas

Members from sitgar belt say
money changed hands on
day Parliament shot down

report indicting two Cabinet_:--

secretaries:

&b Anthony Mwangi
and Mercy Mwai
W @peopieDziiyke

Itis nowstraight from the horse's
mouth! Hardly a month since dc-
cusations.of Members of Parlia-
ament -pandering to the whirms
of cartels to undermine House
business sutfaced, at least 15 leg-

Weare
lreafing
the two

changed hands to kill a sugar

. probéreport.
And in what corroborates a
People Daily expose—House

]Ournal- of Bribes— detailing cartel-like
. " behaviour by some House com-
18is as mitteé members, the legislators
1 from the western Kenya sugar

Uh 1S tle belt, called on the Director of Pub-
OZOZ,UEI‘S lic Investigations(DPP) to order
S ] . for probe Pailiament which they
i Pea eI daimis riddled with corruption

and infested by bribe-taking MPs.

Addressing the press minutes af-
ter'a report on the importation of
toxic sugar was rejected, the MPs

* said cartels in the sugar industry’
2 literary “bought” members to vote

againstthereport. :
', Inabold move ata press conf
" ‘ence at Parliament Buildings, Jus
.. ., -AusMurunga (Matungu) last eve-

islators yesterday alleged roney.

ninéﬂlrewthedic’e_g:laimi'ﬁééome
of his colleagues had received as
little as Sh10,000 to shoct down

- .thereport.
" "He was accompanied at:the .

Ppress conference by colleagues

sAyub Savula (Lugari), Geof-

frey Osotsi (Nominated) Tindi
Mwale (Butere), Onyango K'Oyoo
.(Muhoroni), Bernard Shinali
(Shinyalu), Godfrey Omuse (Teso
South), Cathierine Wambilianga
(Bungoma Women's Rep), Simba
-Arati (Dagoretti North) and Jojce
Kamene(Machakos Women's Rep).
“Itis ahigh time the DPP comes
into Parliament and launch inves-

tigations, what we witnessed toddy-

is shameful, worrying and a dan-
gerous trend to this country,” said
Savula, adding that the “Hand-
shake" has since lost its meaning
tobecome the “stornach shake.”

Building bridges
He was referring to.the Hand-
shake between President Uhuru
Kenyatta and National Super Al-
liance (Nasa) leader Raila Odinga

on March 9 that ushered'in the -

Building Bridges initiativé to en-
sure peace and stability in the

country after the hotly contested -

2017 presidential poll. )
On his part, Arati claimed to

have “literally witnessed MPs be-
ing compromised to vote against
the report”.

Mwale termed the bribe-taking
cénes in'the precincts of Parlia-
nent not only shameful but'a
-concern fo the institution tasked
to makelaws.

Two weeks ago angry  MPs
sought a rufing from the Speaker
on what they called misconduct
by two Peaple Dailyjoumalists.

- Speaker Justin Muturi direct-
ed the Powers and Privileges

Committee to hear.

However; Muturi §aid the jour-
- nalists_were ‘nol"being sum-

moned but were invitéd t6 assist . -

the institution of Pafiiament to

improve its status. - -

- The report by the-joint com-
mittee of the House co-chaired
by Kieni MP Kanini Kega and Mo-
hammed Haji indicted Cabinet
secretaries Henry Rotich (Trea-
sury) and Adan Mohammed pre-
viously Trade and (now East Afri-
can Community) as well as former
agriculture CS Willy Bett. But they
can now breathe a sigh of relief af-
‘ter MPs yesterday shot down the
report.

Two weeks ago, angry MPs
sought a ruling from Speaker Jus-
tin Muturi-on what they called
misconduct by People Daily jour-
‘nalists, Anthony Mwangi and

. Dinah Ondari following the graft -

‘EXpOSE. |

" Muturi directed the Powers and
Privileges Committee to hear the
.matter and report back to Parlia-
ment. However, he made it clear

the scribes were not being sum-

» GodfreyOsotsi - - .

-AyubSavula_, ’ L

imoned but were invited to assjst
the institution of Patliament to
JAmprove its status. “We are tieat:
ing the two journalists as whistle
blowers who will help Parliament

: ‘tl'iai.rlongsuﬁe;i‘ng. e
*Iwanttg requiest MPs t¢ syri--

pathisewith colleagues repleser)s%- "
ing sugar farmers. Today, as we—
speak, farmers are doing literally -

to improve standing,” hé said ata . nothing. Fatmers have not been,

Media Council of Kenya forum.

Current sugar
Yesterday, the MPs shot down ,
the report for targeting “innocent”,
Cabinet secretaries and failing to
tell Kenyans whether the ciirrerit

paid,"hesaid. - %

But Leader of Minori : ]Bhn ’
. Mbadi and Kipipiri MP.Armos Ki- |

. miunya objected 6 the amend-
ments saying there wa

the three’erred. -

‘Was rjo evi-
dence in the report shiowing that

sugar in the market has merciry - Leader of Majority AdenDuate

ornot.

Attempts by Homa Bay Wornen's
Rep Gladys Wanga to introduce
new amendments for Rotich, Adan
and Bett to be held responsible for
the illegal importation of sugar
flopped. .

TheMPs rejected all the amend-
Iments saying they are “malicious,
ill-advised and illegal”.

Majority ChiefWhip Benjamin
-Washiali supported the amend-
ments saying the House should

pass them to save farmers from

claimed Mohammed is being in-
dicted for the wrongs of Keriya Bu-
reau of Standards (Kebs), 4 State
body that can sue and be sued
‘while Rotich is being indicted for
acting on behalf of the President.

“This reportis trying to impeach .

‘CSs through the back door. It is un-
acceptable,” he said. J

Ruaraka MP. Tom Kajﬂuang’
claimed the report was initially
designed to fail because themem-
bers failed to carry outadequate
investigations.

< ; . - i -
WEATHERTODAY | Uhuru: Prosecute officials who a pproved illegal structures
«Nairobi 24.° boss George Kinoti to immediately F%_-\ = 7% 37  equally punish officials who made
Naitobi 44 @ E‘?p(! JUanaf]\’I};uma comimence investigaﬁon_s to es’;fgb'- 2 . e 2 aPPfF"');:}S mlgmperﬁg_ Ve ate
*Mombasa 28° @ = @PeopleDaily ) lish circumstances, procedures and g doing everything to discomrage cor-
5 PresidentUhuruKenyattahasasked ~ persons who irregularly issued the ruption t3s possible to do dest basi-
¢ Kisumu 29° @ State agenciesto prosecuteall govern- ~ approvals. ; & - nessin¥emya thisjs what wewas to
R — ment officials found culpable forallo- Speaking during the inauguiration of - éncourage,” he said. .
e Nyeri - 23 @ cating riparian and public utilityland ~ Prism Towers in Upper Hill yesterday, - "W Sl o sfer all thosea
- ) to private developers. Uhuru declared his full support for the betiey:
* Wajir 32° @ And last evening, Director of Public ~ ongoingdemolitions. . _ . - - .
g Prosecutions Noordin Haji asked the “Wewill continue to demplish prop- a0s=whe == these perits w8l be
Directorate of Criminal Investigations ~ erties constructed on riparia lafds; > :

-
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The MPs accused each
other of pocketing
bribes to save Cabinet
secretaries implicated
iri the scandal.

" By Moses Nyamori
and Roselyne Obala
mryamori@sta.ndardmda.cule

Allegations of bribery
swirled in Parliament yester-
day as MPs shot down the
report on contaminated sugar
in an acrimonious sitting that
was characterised by shouting.

Tnitial attempts to strength-
en the report through amend-
ments - that would have seen
Cabinet secretaries Henry Rot-

jch (Treasury) and Adan
Mohammed (East African
Community) hounded out of
office - were roundly defeated
inrecord time.

This was before the majority
of MPs launched a spirited
onslaught against the entire
document while accusing the
joint committee of curiously
omitting the names of sugar
barons. )

Some of the Jawmakers, who
were pushing for the implica-
tion of the State officers,

pline (of that nature).”

RNational Assembly. Legislators claim there are

Poison sugar report shot
down amid bribery claiims

stormed out of the session'to
address the media, angering
Speaker Justin Muturi, who
_said: “The House could con-
sider changing the Standing
Orders to deal with indisci-

But it was the claims of brib-
ery and intense lobbying that
preceded the afternoon sitting
that seemed tohave sealed the
fate of the document authored
by the 38-member committee.

Several MPs confessed to
The Standard that money had
changed hands to facilitate
defeat of the report in what
could taint the image of the
august House further in the
face of growing claims that it
had turned into a ‘House of

#They are parading
themselves to be
paid at the expense
of those who elected
them. Journalists
should expose
them.”

Simba Arati, Dagoretti North

bribes”

Slightly after 2pm, MPs
began trooping to Parliament’s
new bar in a peculiar manner
that raised concerns they were
being influenced over the
report. The MPs moved in
groups of about five and
returned after about two min-
utes.

Something fishy

Fears that something fishy
was cooking were confirmed
by a first-time MP who admit-
ted his colleagues were receiv-
ing bribes.

“T was called but I have not
received any money sincel got
there when everything had
already been dished out,” said
the MP. -

He said. money was being
given out to ensure that the
report was defeated on the
floor of the House on grounds
that it targeted Rotich, Adan

and Kenya’s High Commis-
sioner to India, Willy Bett - for-
merly the Agriculture CS. -

Another MP said some
members were given Sh30,000
while others received

“ps a team we did
our best but the
speakers have
decided to focus
on-the Cabinet
secretaries.”

Kanini Kega, Kieni

Sh20,000. Another said the
money was coming from dif-
ferent sources.

“Kenyans need to know the
calibre of leaders they have.
They are parading themselves
to be paid at the expense of
those who elected them. Jour-
nalists should expose and
shame these leaders,” said
Dagoretti North MP Simba
Arati, a member of the com-
mittee.

«Shame! How do you get
Sh20,000 yet you earn a mil-
lion? This is really bad,” said
Matayos MP Godfrey Odanga
as he jeered two of his col-
leagues as they rushed out,
apparently to collect their
share of the money.

But one of the MPsretorted:
"Whatiswrongwithusgerdng
our share? I am going!”

This prompted more jeering
from Nyeri Woman Represent-
ative Rajab Mukarmi, who said:
“Sharne! Shame! This is bad!”

After the debate, Arati, Jus-
tus Murunga (Matungu) and

Ayub Savula (Lugari) also
accused their colleagues of

. receiving bribes.

L

week, sparking speculation that it
was In response to a meeting
between Kilifi Governor Amason
Kingi and 21 MPs last week.
Political analysts say the two
governors are competing for
supremacy in the region, a claim
both have denied. On Wednesday,
the two governors met Tourism
Cabinet Secretary Najib Balala in
Nairobf before meeting Opposi-

 tion leader Raila Odinga. There

are reports Joho has invited Kingl
to Wednesday's meeting. His
chief of staff Idris Abdulrahman
said the meeting was postponed
to enable adequate prepara-
tions. Joho, a close ally of Raila,
has expressed Interest inthe
presidency. [Benard Sanga]

Migori. Ex-minister
withdraws from race

¥ Former Cabinet minister
Dalmas Otieno has withdrawn
fromn the Migori senatorial
by-election. Mr Otieno (right):
who was contesting the seat on
the National Liberal Party ticket
after ditching ODM, said he had
opted out of the race after he
was appolnted a commissioner
to the Salaries and Remuneration
Commission (SRC). This came as
the Independent Electoral and
Boundaries Commission began
clearing candidates yesterday.
“The two opportunities came at
the same time. | have decided to

* occasion their impe

no proper grounds to implicate CSs

“pefore you
hold somebody
personally
responsible, let
them give their
side of the story.”
John Mbadi, Minority leader

_“The members were com-
promised-What happened in
the corridors of Parliament is

Sh10,000 to

0 to"shoot down:the
report,” said Mr Murunga.
“The President cannot finish
corruption when we have trib-
al Jeanings. Those who paid to
save CSs should know they are
Xilling their people with poi-

sonous sugar.”

They called on the Director
of Public Prosecutions to probe
the matter.

National Assembly Leader
of Majority Aden Dualeand his
Minority counterpart Ji ohn
Mbadi led the MPs in defeating

the report that cost the coun-

try more than ShS million t0-

write. et
Duale and Mbadi said there.

were no proper grot
jmplicate the CSs and

They hit out at the JoX
- }GFN MF:

himself. .

“Before you Thold somebody
personally responsible you
_must give them a chance to
give their side,” said Mbadi,
who alluded to the bribery
claims when he explained his
opposition to the report was
not as a result of being “aben-
eficiary of rumours flying”

around.

“The threshold for removal
of a minister is so high. Mr
Speaker, the report before the

MPs so no one should take
offence with whatever decision
we take,” said Duale.

“Rotich acted on an execu-
tive order of the Presidentand
aresolution of the Cabinet. He
did not situnder a treetomake
2 decision. This reportistrying
to impeach CSs through the
back door,” he said, adding that
the House should never have
formed a joint committee.

Kebs' failure

Mbadi described some of
the recommendationsasridic-
ulous, citing one that recomn-
mended Mohammed be held
responsible for the Kenya
Bureau of Standards’failure to
ensure that only safe sugar
entered the country.

“This cormittee failed sub-
stantially. We expected explict

it names of those importers,

those traders. There are no
lists of the importers. Why
couldn’t you give the names?
Why-are you hiding the
nu};nes?." asked Mbadi.
ega pleaded with MP:

adopt the document, sa)fixfg
his teamn did its best. “We did
our best but the speakers have
dedded to focus on the Cabinet

Yesterday that the hearing
the sevep
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The owner of Ukay Centre in Westlands, Nairobi, was ‘
yesterday at pains as he saw excavators reduce his mul-
d-million shillings investment into a rubble.
The building which vsed to host Nakumatt Ukay is !
said to have been conszructzd on top of a river, 2 claim its |
management refutes.
Mr Vareel Shah the property manager, said that the pub-
Iic has elways been "misguided” that there is a permanent |
river flowing beneath the building. [
i “There s no niver under the building. The mall's only
structure bordering the ‘stream’ is the garage,” he said.
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Outrage greets MPs who accep

bribes to throw out sugar report

Some legislators
‘received as little as
Sh10,000 to shoot
down the report’

* IBRAKIM ORUKO

Jko@ke.nationmedia.com
AND DAVID MWERE
dmwere@ke.nationmedia.com

utrage yesterday greeted
O accusations that MPs had

been paid to shoot down
a report on imported sugar that
cost Kenyans Sh10 billionin lost
taxes and which exposed consurn-
ers to health hazards.

ANC leader Musalia Mudavadi
faulted the National Assembly,
arguing that it had betrayed the
trust that Kenyans had placed
in their elected representatives.

"The National Assembly
showed shameful display of com-
plicity. Its action has emboldened
sugar barons, aided evasion of
tzx and flies in the face of Pres-
jdent Kenyatta's anti-corruption
crusade. It has condemned cane
farmers to servitude and killed
the hope reviving local sugar
industry” said Mr Mudavadi

Funyula MP Oundo Mude-

nyo, who was a member of the
joint comumittee, also hit out at
Parliament, saying that the com-
mittee had worked under intense
pressure and tight deadlines to
unmask those culpable, oniy for
the report to be rejected even with
amendments.

“MPs never bothered to read
the report. They only checked
the recommendations and when
it touched the sacred cows, they
decided to shoot it down,” he said
in protest.

Nominated MP Godfrey Osotsi
said the rejection of the report
was a victory for cartels and a
big blow to thousands of farmers
who eke out a living through cane
farming.

“The institution of Parliament
that is supposed to protect the
public has turned against them,”
said Osotsi.

Muhoroni MP James K'Oyoo
accused the Speaker of gagging
the debate which he said negated
the true intent of President Ken-
yatta to meet the sugar deficit in
the country. He warned that the
outcome of the vote had opened
a floodgate for unscrupulous
dealers to bring sugar laced with
poisons into the country.

“There were missing gaps in
the report were wanted to remedy
through the amendments. Now

a good report has been trashed.
MPs failed to exhibit patriotism
and as a result the country has
been left in a state of hopeless-
ness.” lamented Mr Koyoo.

The multimillion bribery
scheme involving Members
of Parliament to influence the
outcome of the report in which
Kenya lost more than Smo billion
in taxes has come to light.

Parliament rejected the report
prepared by a joint committee
ostensibly on the grounds that
the team ignored its terms of
reference and did not take into
consideration witness statemnents.

AIRTE.L NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS:
NETWORK MAINTENANCE ACTIVITY CAUSING
INTERRUPTION OF SERVICES.

We wish to notify our Customers and Partners that we will be
having a major network upgrade activity that will begin on
11/08/2018 at 12:00pm and end on 12/08/2018 at 6:00am.

During and after this upgrade exercise, our Customers
may experience some network disturbances e.g.

« Inability to perform SIM upgrade/replacement.

- Inability to activate and deactivate supplementary
services i.e. Voicemail & Missed Call Alerts.

- Your phone may remain in a “hanging” state even though it
shows that it has network reception (network bars showing).

Should your device have any network related issues after
this activity, kindly switch it OFF for 30 seconds
and switch it back ON.

We apologize for any inconvenience caused and
thank you in advance for your patience.

THE SMARTPHONE NETWORK

airtel

The Saturday Notion can
authoritatively reveal that mil-
lions of shillings changed hands
as shadowy figures sought to
influence the debate so that
some top government officials
implicated by the report could
be let off the hook.

On Thursday morning the
Saturday Nation team saw wards
of crisp Sh1,000 notes stashed
into a blue envelope which
one MP confided contained
Sh30,000. The money had been
sent through an emissary by a
government official. He said
other people unhappy with re-
port might have sent their own
emissaries.

Alego Usonga MP Samuel
Atandi said that the money was
being shared in Parliament from
Wednesday evening with the
sole sim of ensuring that MPs
shot down the sugar report. He
did not say who was dishing out
the money.

“My conscience could not
allow me to teke the money,’
Mr Atandi said.

The committee had investi-
gated the circumstances under
which the government allowed
uncontrolled importation of
sugar in 2017 during 2 duty
free window opened by the
National Treasury CS Henry
Rotich. Some of the sugar was
suspected to have been toxic or
unfit for human consumption as
it was not fully processed. The
latest report said three Cabinet
Secretaries should take respon-
sibility for flooding of the markst
with the bad or duty-free sugar.

Witnesses who saw money
changing hands in Parliament
said that at one moment Kimitl
MP Didmas Barasa confronted
2 woman representative from
North Eastern who offered
him Sh10,000 to vote against
‘the report.

Yesterday, the MP confirmed
that the worman rep (name with-
held for legal reasons) had tried
to bribe him to vote 2gainst the
report. "1 was in the company
of Sirisia MP John Wahake when
she gave me & blue envelops with
Sh10,000. I rejected it” he said.

Mztungu MP Mezkokl
Murunga corroboraisd
claims.

“MPs were compromised.
What happened along the cormi-
dors of Parliament is shameful

Mr Kanini Kega
and Mr Adan Ali
(far left), who
jointly chaired the
committee that
investigated the
sugar importation
scandal. The
report the team
presented to
Parliament was
rejected by
members amid
ciaims that

they had been

. compromised.
FILE | NATION

T 2m not afraid to sey that the

‘report.was:rejected on the

corruption: It is sad

basis of. corn : ¥
3 efal that'some MPs

TECETV: ittle 25 Sh10, 60O
to shoo 'the report,” said

Mr Murunga.

MP¢ earn upwards of Shi mil-
lion in salaries and allowances.

Besides the woman rep, four
other MPs — 2l of themn from
the Rift Valley — were at the
centre of mobilising other leg-
islators to receive the suspect
handouts.

Political and ethnic expedi-
ency is also believed to have
played a part in influencing MPs.

“We cannot fight corruption
when we still have a higher
loyalty to our ethnic cocoons,”
said one angry MP.

The revelztion of bribery
come barely a week after the
Speaker of the National Assam-
bly, Mr justin Muturi, issued
surnmons to two parliamentary
reporters after they reported
cleims of corruption in the pro-
ceedings of House comimittees.
Mr Muturi later described the
two as heroes.

On Thursday, at about 2prm,
one of the mobilisers from the
Rift Valley took a position in the
bar located in the new wing of
Parliament Buildings and was
joined by a group of between 30
0 40 MPs from both sides of the
House. This is 2 normal occin-
rence as MPs lobby on matters
through informal sittings.

However, this was different
because the MP compiled a list
of all those who were present,
then advised them to reject the
report of the joint committee
on Agriculture and Livestock
and that on Trade, Industry and
Co-operatives on the importa-
tion of sugar. The commodity
was suspected to be contami-
nated with elements of heavy
metals such as meraury, lead and
copper among others. Traces of
these metals when consumed
regulariy end in large amounts
cause various types of cancar.

The joint commitiee, co-
chaired by Mandera South
MP Adzn Ali 2nd his Kieni
counterpart Kanini Kega had
recommended that Mr Rotich,
the then Indusiriekisation CS
Adan Mohamed and formner Ag-
riculture SC Willy Beti be held
responsibie for the unchecked

were Caué
only to be given an envelor
1 took” an MP szid on con

Matayos MP Godirey
who sew what was geing,
basted his colleagues for lowering
the integrity of Parlizment.

“Shame on you How Go you pick
Sh20,000 vet you earn Shi million?
This is really bad and shzmeful”
Mr Odange shouted. “Instead of
representing the people we are
shamnelessly jostling to pick money
at the expense of doing what we
were elected to do”

Butere MP Tindi Mwale ¢
plained that by rejecting the
MPsg had conspired tound b
the economy Of sugercane grewing
regions.

“The mercury in the sugar has
gone into their head that is why
they rejected the report,” he sa

Alego Usongz MP Samuel Atzndi
told the Saturdey Nation that
money was all over Parliament by
Wednesday.

When it dawned on the group
that they had been seen, they
moved to the members’ lounge,
which is inaccessible to non-mem-
bers.

In 2 statement yesterday, Mr
Mudavadi, the ANC leeder, said
that President Kenyatta establisha
Judicial Commission of Inguiry to
investigate the sugar importation
saga. He also criticised MP, saying
they were part of the scheme to
cover up the truth on the availe-
bility of toxic suger in the market.

“Impoverished cane farmers,
ailing suger factories and millicns
of sugar consurners in Kenyz have
been thrown under the bus by
ncne other than their instituiion
of Parliament. Parliament should
be investigated for abetting crim-
inzlity and corruption;” he said.

“Kenyens are the poorer for they
will not now know if t gar
they are taldng is poison nd
Sk10.6 billion in taxes due - ... the
imports will bz lost. Parliament has
witfully 1zid the tombstone on ailing
sugar factories’ hopes of revival”

Meanwhile, the top leadership
of the House yesterday openly
differed over the decision by the
House to reject the report.

Minority Whip Junet Mcham-
med, Mzjority Whip Benjamin
‘Washiali and Nandi Hills MP Alired
Keter openly differed in Mombas2
over the rejection of the report.

Mr Washiali said the House had
missed an opportunity to address
the key problems facing the sugar
sub sector.

“On Monday as MPs from the
sugar belt we shall mezet and elab-
orate on this issue,” he said.

Mr Mohamed, who is 2lso the
Sune Eest MP, called on investi-
gative agencies to take over the
matter. .

Tt ic now the turn of the Direc-
torate of Criminal Investigations
(DCI) and other inv
agencies to launch ne
t and get to the botiom
s he said.

He rejected a proposel tha!
another committee be picked ic

would amount to a waste of ¢
funds.

the fresh investigations.

Additional reporting by Kazungu
Samuel
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Uhuru orders the
arrest of officials
who gave out lang

Crackdown. President supports the
ongoing demolition of structures on riparian
and public utility land, saying it is a way of
dealing with runaway corruption.
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Another of Atul's dreams
tumbles. Between 2008 and
yesterday, Nakumatt has lost
three of its major stores.

Court: Four IEBC commission-
ers did not resign properly
Judge declares only a letter to the
appointing authority, not the
press, is deemed as resignation.

Alarm as schools turn a blind
eye to road safety rules Role of
parents on their children's school
transportation questioned.

2
Business, P,33

Coliymore: We'll not cut calling
charges. Safaricom boss says
the firm nzeds money for
expansion of infrastructure.

Trump approves conditions
for ending Zimbabwe
sanctions Opposition MDC
Aliiance files petition chalienging
Mnangagvia's election.
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OK THETAKE? Angry MPs reveal how their colleagues received as little as Sh10,000 from a 'nerve-centre’ to.shoot down report .

How your MP was bought for
a song on day of high drama

National Assembly
Speaker Justin Muturi

invites the EACC to probe

Members of Parliament
as Sh30 million said to
have changed hands.
ByReselyne Obala
robala@standardmedia.coke

Like faithful trooping to a
confession box ahead of ser-
vice, honorable MPs marched
in droves to see three of their

colleagues 2head of Friday’s -

debate on the sugar report.

Ahead of the 2:30pm plena-
ry sitting, and in near-stam-
pede, they filed past journal-
ists to the new wing of the
Parliamentary Lounge where
the trio “coordinated” the
rejection of the report.

In hot pursuit and to spoil
the party was Dagoretti North
MP Simba Arati and Nyeri
County’s Rajab Mukami who
stumbled on the ring-leader
— an MP from the Rift who
recentlyran afoul with journal-
ists — holding on to a mystery
list.

Two of his colleagues — a
nominated MP and another
now serving his third term -
held watch as members came
in pairs and left. Those who
left the nerve-centre rallied
their clueless colleagues into
dashing there to see the three
men.

Diluted report

Others, all smiles, walked
straight into the chamber to
debate the controversial
report. The activity went on
unhindered until journalists
confronted a Western Kenya
MP who immediately and quite
out of his norm brushed them
aside. ’

“Wait I am coming baclk,”
the excited MP said while
‘walking away.

Sorne MPs who spoke to the
Saturday Standard adraitted
that the 38-member commit-
tee co-chaired by Aden Haji
(Mandera South) and Kanini
Kega (iGeni) was aivided on
the report tabled in the House.
Thus, they wantad it rejected.

“The chairs only have six
members behind them. It is
betier this report is rejected
and anaw cpe drafted that has
the support of evervbody,”
said a first term MP who
sought anorymity.

“The money being dished
out is to relly mambers te
shoot down the report. The

report shielded the companies -

and went for the Cabinet S2c-
retaries (CSs) who declined to
play ball. Thisis afraud on the
texpeyers to draft a diluted
report”

Another MPrevealed: “Tam

A

told the money is over. I have
not got my share. They are
complaining that journalists
are here” -

At some point, the three
MPs ceased their activities and
relocated to the lounge behind
the reception, which is out of
bounds to media. Still, other
meinbers brandished some
suspicious envelopes to a sec-
tion of journalists.

Disgruntled MPs accused
their colleagues of receiving
millions in total to alter the
report and getting additional
money to shoot down the
same Godfrey Odanga (Matay-
0s) bashed his colleagues for
lowering the integrity of Par-
Yament.

“Shame, how do you get
Sh20,000 yet you earn a mil-
lion? Thisis really bad,” lashed
Odanga even &s tvio other MPs
rushed by hirn.

“What is wirong with us get-
ting our share?” another
fumed back

“Shame, shams, thisisbad,”
shouted back Fukami

Tovestigations by Saturday
Standard have placed three
interest groups at the heart of
activiies that took place in
Parliament ahead of the
Gebatz. One group targetad the
house leadership. It is not
}mo'm_\l to wnat extent they
succeedad or failed

Another group went for the
movers of the motion and
those members who were
drafting amendments. The
final group targeted the ple-
nary membership and occa-

A past session of Parliament. [File, Standard)

sioned the frenzy of activities
that was evident in the corri-
dors and the Jobbies.

Stunned by the horrible
tales of MPs throwing caution
to the wind, Speaker Justin
Muturi was last night invoking
help of the Ethics and Anti-
Corruption Commission
(EACC) to salvage a besieged
house.

And from the sidelines of a
declining opposition, NASA
founder and co-principal
Musalia Mudavadi demanded

investigation on the whole kit

and caboodle of Parliament for
‘whathe described as “abetting
criminal negligence and cor-
ruption”

“The lasting
imprint is that in
reality, Committees
of parliament are
instruments of
sanitizing sleaze,”

Musalia Mudavadi, ANC
leader

In one of the earlest fruits
of "handshake politics”, MPs
on Friday closed ranks to shoot
down a committes report that
sought to send a strong mes-
sage On sugar baronsravaging
Kenyan'’s econony and health.

From anvious groaps walk-
ing in and out of a temporary
“nerve-centre” where the
rejection of the report was
coordinated to the same

groups walking back elated
and pulling others back, it was
aday laden with intrigue and
shamne.

“Twas attending the Pariz-
mentary Service Commission
(PSC) meeting after which 1
went straight to the chamber.-
Members have raised the mat-
ter even here at our meting in
Mombasa,” Mutur,i who was
attending a meeting in Mom-
ba.g.a, told the Saturday Stand-
i ;

He said he was not aware of
any bribes dished out before
or after the debate and asked
for independent investiga-
tions tonail culprits, if any. But
what Muturi held back, the
ANC leader blurtzd it out

Shameful display

He talked of shamefui
play of complicity, condemns3
the compromised membe-
ship, bemeaned the betvayal of
Kenyan's trust and regrati=s
the emboldening of the sug=r
barons through the rejection
of the report.

“Uniortunately, it is =
indictinent of Pariament that
ihere are claims of bribery
thatinfluenced rejection of the
repert. The lasting impri &
that in reality, Committses &
Parlizrpent ars insquments &
sznitizing sleaze. Itis the rez
son we urgently need an =i
inclusive nationsal dialogue to
Jook at our governance struc-
ture,” Mudavadi said.

Meajority Leader Aden Trezie
(Garissa Township) znd
Minority Leader John Mbadi

(Suba South) led the pnslaught
in ensuring the report sank
and arguing that there wereno
grounds to hold the
account over the matte

" Later, angered MPs Jusus
Murunga (Matungu), Ayub
Savula (Lugari), Arat, Oundo
Mudenyo (Funyula), Bernard
Shinali (Tkolomani), Tindi
Mwale (Butere), Godfrey Osot-
si (nominated) and James

{Onyango Koyoo (Muhoroni)

castigated their colleagues
and called on the Director Pub-
lic Prosecution (DPF) Noordin
Haji tostep in.

""The members were ccm-
promised. What' happened
alonig the corridors of Parlia-
mmstis ashame Tamnot faar-
ing znybody. Tt s sad that

. same people racsived aslitdle

= 2EH00 o Spordovm iz

Teport” said Mrnmea
Saval “the T=nt seek-

ing” witnessed even at the
cozmmitiee level when MPs

Dacame cozy with the wit-
nass2¢” had killed the report.

) to hawe plzyed arole

in the tmm of evaxts in Perlia-
men on Fndsy.
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; starting next term weather lock trade pacts .

40 students
off to Israel
for studies

Kenya has sent 40 more stu-
dents to Israel to study advanced
agriculture and water technology.

The programme is a culmina-
tion of an ongoing partnership
between the governmen t, Egerton
University and Arava Internation-
al Agricultural Training Centre
(AICAT) in Israel.

Selected students will train at
Mashav Training under the AICAT
inIsrael for 11 months,

Director of undergraduate
studies and field attachment at
Egerton University, Prof Nancy
Mungai said the students are ex-
pected to gain expertise to address
food insecurity in the country.

Since 2016, some 400 students
have been trained after President
UhuruKenyatta and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
signed the six-year Jerusalem
Declaration to boost Kenya's agri-
cultural expertise, —KNA

Dominion
now under:
receivership

u by Eric Juma

2002

nE

The multimilljon-smuing Do-
minion Farms Limited in Yala
swamp has been placed under
receivership for failure to service
its debts, Siaya Governor Cornel
Rasanga has said.

He said the American firm is
now under the management of
the Kenya Commercial Bank re-
ceivers.

He added that the county gov-
ernment is exploring ways of
working with the new manage-
mentfor the benefit of residents,
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Sugar report, claims MP

Raging debate on bribery
claims to shoot down contrg-
band sugar report gets murkier
as legislators trade accusations

= by Anthony Mwangi and

Mathew Ndung'u
W oecnieDsi

e

Y

The raging debate on bribery
claims to shoot down contraband
sugar report got murkier yesterday
with MPs accusing one another of
havingbeen “compromised” in the

Itisnot
propa-
ganda.
The MPs
received
the money
intoilets

toilets.

an S
And yesterday, em|

) - leadership — Majority Leader —

in Parlia 7, “den Duale and his Minority infﬁ&i%%ﬁesajd.g'
ment—Wa counterpart John Mbadi — of or- She challenged National Assern.
chestrating the fall of the sugar bly Speaker Justin Muturi to make
_]}@C_hgﬂlba report. - CCTVs recordings public to en.
a Muchomba claimed i able Kenyans to see the MPs who

¢ ‘_ ed the'bribe we; received the money.

¢ .'Ihgnggueggﬂ‘;@glus Trade Committee chajr Kega

Taita Taveta,

Taita Taveta county government
has been warned against occupying
Mackinnon Road town which isatthe
centre of a boundary dispute with the
neighbouring Kwale county.

Kwale Governor Salim Mvurya said
the warning by Taita Taveta counger-
partGranton Samboja onrevenue col-

In a startling revelation that
takes the bribe-taking legisla-

)
committee chair and Kienj Mp
Kanini Kega blamed the House

one 0t our mo ners’:
ve v eIng too arrogant,

Aden Duale

ity leaders’ conduct.

ure out to hide his woes.

¥ he was planning,
Saw,
talk-

lection had escalated tension.

Last week, Samboja stormed Mbele
Primary School sparking the latest
spatand tension between the rwo de-
volved units.

The town is administrau’vely in
Kwale but the two counties have been
laying claim to it with leaders from Ta-

said he would be moving amotion
todiscuss the Majority and Minor-

Butboth Duale and Mbadi dis-
missed him, terming the MP a fail-

Duale dared him to go ahead
and introduce whatever motion

Mbadi revealed that Kega him-
self introduced amendments to

igwale locked in boy

John Mbadi

the report, a clear confirmation
that he did not trust its contents.

“Even his own members were
fighting the report. It was inter-
esting that the committee chair
could not marshal the support of
his committee,” said Mbadi.

The minority leader said two
members of the joint commit-
tee, Simba Arati and Dan Maan-
2o, publicly disowned the report
and therefore it was hypocritical
for Kega to blame others for his
woes.

It also emerged that the Office
of the Clerk was in the process of
writing to all members mentioned
in the bribery claims.

ita Taveta saying the town was irregu-
larly transferred to Kwale in the 1960s.

“We have learnt with great shock
about the Taita Taveta county leader-
ship's attempt to invade Mackinnon
Road town. Thisis a violation of Kwale
residents’ rights and freedoms,” said
statement by Mvurya’s communica-

ndary disputei

»
“Theletters toall mermbers who
have talked of the brib?ry claims

are on the way. .
All those who claim to have re-
ceived or induced to shbot down
the report will be out as soon the
Clerkis back from Botswana where

he is attending a continental fo-

rum,” a source said.

Later, the debate todk a new
dimension after a sectioh of MPs
called for the reintroductipn of the
report. [

Led by Babu Owino d Mo-
hamed Ali, the lawmak rs said
that last week's debate o the re-
port was not properly handled
and urged the Speaker to/invoke
Standing Order Number 49(2) to
allow for the reintroductioh of the
report. |

Attempts by Kanduyi MPWafuia

amunyinyi to have the sugar re-
port reintroduced were thwarted
by Deputy Speaker Moses Cheboi
who termed it unprocedural.

Already, Mathare MP hony
Oluoch has written to the § eaker
urging him to allow the re ntro-
duction of the report. j

Kimilili MP Didmus B raza
insisted thart Wajir county Mp
Fatuma Gedi dished out cash to
her colleagues to shoot down the
report, which recommended re-
moval of two Cabinet secretaries.

Naivasha MP Jane Kihara id a
colleague from her Nakury county
offered her cash to vote againgtthe
report.

Wa Muchomba said she was
ashamed after a list of those whe
received the bribes wag exposed in
asection of the media.

She lashed out at her fellow
“honourable Mps” for denyting
“eating” the money.

tons director Daniel Nyassy.

Early this month, another bound-

aryrowerupted over Kuranze minefa!
zone, which the two coundies are also
claiming ownership, According to cp-
lonial and post-independent ma£
the boundary between the Wo coun-
des s atMiasenyi.

—KNA
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Kenya has sent 40 more stu-
- a - vy "Theletters toallmembers who

dents to Israel to study advanced
agriculture and water technology.

The programme is a culmina-
tion of an ongoing partnership
between the government, Egerton

University and Arava Internation- s . ; 4
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inIsrael for 11 months.

Director of undergraduate
studies and field attachment at
Egerton University, Prof Nancy
Mungai said the students are ex.
pected to gain expertise to address
food insecurity in the country.

Since 2016, some 400 students
have been trained after President
UhuruKenyatta and Israeli Prime

Clerkis back from Botswana where
he is attending a continental fo-
rum,” a source said.

Later, the debate took a new
dimension after a section of MPs
called for the reintroduction ofthe
report.

Led by Babu Owino and Mo-
hamed Ali, the lawmakers said

as legislators trade accusations

= by Anthony Mwangi and
aathew Ndung'u

The raging debate on bribery
claims to shoot down contraband
sugarreport got murkier yesterday

Kanini Kega

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu with MPs accusing one another of that last week's debate on the re-
: i . havingbeen “compromised” in the OIt was not properly handled
Dbt Six-year Jerusalem Itis not mﬂe‘-sg' gnd urged thegpel:.keryto invoke |

Declaration to boost Kenya's agri-
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And yesterday, embattled joint
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recelverSh'p in toilet committee chair and Kieni MP . Already, Mathare MP Anthony
_n 0L .S Kanini Kega blamed the House ~Aden Duale John Mbadi Oluoch has written to the Speaker
: inParlig- leadership — Majority Leader urging him to allow the reintro-

© by Erlc_Juma 7, Aden Duale and his Minority ingIheard,” she said. the report, a clear confirmation duction of the report.
W Seroieaivne ment— M’a counterpart John Mbadi — of or- She challenged National Assern- thathe did not trust jts contents. Kimilili MP Didmus Raraza

insisted that Wajir county Mp
Fatuma Gedi dished out cash to
her colleagues to shoot down the
report, which recommended re-
moval of two Cabinet secretaries.
Naivasha MP Jane Kihara said a

“Even his own members were
fighting the report. It was inter-
esting that the committee chair
could not marshal the support of
his committee,” said Mbadi.

The minority leader said two

bly Speaker justin Muturi to make
CCTVs recordings public to en-
able Kenyans to see the MPs who
received the money.

Trade Committee chair Kega
said he would be moving a motion

The mu.ltimilljon-shilh’ng Do-
minion Farms Limited in Yala
swamp has been placed under
receivership for failure to service
its debts, Siaya Governor Cornel
Rasanga has said.
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Muchombg ches

ted. “They were telling us
isnotourmo
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now under the management of imed ityleaders' conduct. tee, Simba Arati and Dan Maan- offered her cash to vote against the
the Kenya Commercial Bank re- “Itis not propaganda. The MF Butboth Duale and Mbadi dis- zo, publicly disowned the report report.
ceivers. received I:he-money intoiletsin  missed him, termingthe MPafail- and therefore it was hypocritical Wa Muchomba said she was

He added that the county gov- Parlja.men__t. Iw s in lfarﬁa.gn t ureoutto hide his woes. for Kega to blame others forhis  ashamed after alist of those wheo
ernment is exploring ways of Whend’xemﬁﬂmwngdlsg d Duale dared him to go ahead woes. received the bribes was exposed in
working with the new manage- outnnl.ilsaw MPswere and introduce whatever motion It also emerged that the Office asection of the media.
ment for the benefit of residents, Hecungitiro WInm%aMg he was planning, of the Clerk was in the process of She lashed out at her fellow

this because of ergies I saw, Mbadi revealed that Kega him- writing to all members mentioned “honourable MPs” for denying
themovementsIsawand thetalk-  self introduced amendments to in the bribery claims. “eating” the money.

\THERTODAY
*Nairobi 27° €N

Kwale locked in boundary dispute |

*Mombasa 31¢ 9 Taita Taveta county government lection had escalated tension. ita Taveta saying the town was irregu-  tions director Daniel Nyassy.
: has been warned against occupying Lastweek, Samboja stormed Mbele larly transferred to Kwale in the 1960s. Early this month, another bound-
* Kisumu ( @ Mackinnon Road town whichis at the Primary School sparking the latest “We have learnt with great shock aryrow erupted over Kuranze mineral
centre of a boundary dispute with the spatand tension between the two de- about the Taita Taveta county leader-  zone, which the two counties are also
. Nyeri 9 neighbouring Kwale county. volved units. ship’s attempt to invade Mackinnon claiming ownership. According to co-
Kwale Governor Salim Mvurya said The town is administratively in Road town. This is a violation ofKwale lonial and post-independent maps,
« Waii Q70 9 the warning by Taita Taveta counter-  Kwale but the two counties havebeen residents’ tights and freedoms,” said a the boundary berween the two coun-
ajir = partGranton Samboja on revenue col- layingclaim to itwith leaders from Ta- statement by Mvurya’s communica- tesis at Miasenyi. —KNA
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ONTHETAKE? Angry MPs reveal how their colleagues received as little as Sh10,000 from a ‘nerve-centre’ to shoot down report -

How your MP was bought for
a song on day of high drama

National Assembly
Speaker Justin Muturi
invites the EACC to probe
Members of Parliament
as Sh30 million said to
have changed hands.

ByRoselyne Obala
robala@standardmedia.coke

Another of Atul's dreams
tumbles. Between 2008 and
yesterday, Nakumatt has lost
three of its major stores.

National, .8

Like faithful trooping to a
confession box zhead of ser-
vice, honorable MPs marched
in droves to see three of their
colleagues 2head of Friday’s -
debata onthe sugar report.

Ahead of the 2:30pm plena-
1y sitting, and in near-stam-
pede, they filed past journal-
ists to the new wing of the

Court: Four IEBC commission-
ers did not resign properly
Judge declares only a letter to the

appointing authority, not the Parliamentary Lounge where

press, is deerned as resignation. the trio “coordinated” the
rejection of the report.

NIRRT TN E SR aNE In hot pursuit and to spoil

’ the party was Dagoretti North

schools, P.27 MP Simba Arati and Nyeri

County’s Rajab Mukami who

stumbled on the ring-leader

-- an MP from the Rift who

recentlyran afoul with journal-

Alarm as schools turn ablind

ve to road safety rules Role of
sarents on their children’s school
ransportation questioned.

Business, P33

Collyrnore: We'll not cut calling
charges. Sefaricom boss says
the firm nseds money for
expansion of infrastructure.

Trump approves conditions
for ending Zimbabwe
sanctions Cpposition MDC
Aliiance files petition chalisnging
Mnangazvia's election.

ists — holding on to a mystery
list.

Two of his colleagues -- a
nominated MP and another
now serving his third term --
held watch as members came

_in pairs and left. Those who

left the nerve-centre rallied
their clueless colleagues into
dashing there to see the three
men.

Diluted report

Others, all smiles, walked
straight into the chamber to
debate the controversial
report. The activity went on
unhindered until journalists
confronted a Western Kenya
MPwho immediately and quite
out of his norm brushed them
aside.

“Wait 1 am coming back,”
the excited MP said while
walking away.

Sorne MPs who spoke to the
Saturday Standard adrritted
that the 38-member commit-
tzz co-chaired by Aden Haji
(Mandera South) and Kanini
Kega (Kieni) was divided on
the report tabled in the House.
Thus, they wanited it rejected.

“The chairs only havs six
members behind them. It is
betier this report is rejected
and anew cne draftad that has
the support of everybedy,”
said a first term MP who
sought anonymity.

“The money being dished
cut is to rzlly members to
shoot down the report. The
report shielded the compe
and went for the Cabinet Szc-
rataries {CSs) who declined to
playball. Thisis a fraud on the
taxpayers to draft a diluted
report”

Another MP reveal=d: “Tam

jes

/a3y

past Sﬁsln 0

told the money is over. T have
not got my share. They are
complaining that journalists
arehere” =

At some peint, the three
MPs ceased their activities and
relocated to the lounge behind
the reception, which is out of
bounds to media. Still, other
meinbers brandished some
suspicious envelopes to a sec-
tion of journalists.

Disgruntled MPs accused
their colleagues of receiving
millions in total to alter the
report and getting additional
money to shoot down the
same Godfrey Odanga (Matay-
0s) bashed his colleagues for
lowering the intezrity of Par-
lament.

“Shame, how do you gat
Sh20,000 yet you earn a mil-
lion? Thisisrzallybad lashed
Odanga even as twic other MPs
rushed by hirn.

“Whatis wrong withius get-
ting our share?” another
fumsd back.

“Shame, shams, thisisbad,”
shouted back Fukami.

Investizations by Saturday
Standard have placed three
interest groups at the heart of
acdvities that took place in
Parliament ahead of the

. Iz group targstad the

houze leadetship. It is not

wWn to what extznt they
succeeded or failed

Ancther group went for the
movers of the motion and
those mermbers who were
drafting amendments. The
fnal growp targetad tha ple-
nary rrembership and occa-

fPalllameﬁt: [I.=3.1e'.

et
Stendard]

sioned the frenzy of activities
that was evident in the corri-
dors and the lobbies.

Stunned by the horrible
tales of MPs throwing caution
to the wind, Speaker Justin
Muturi was last night invoking
help of the Ethics and Anti-
Corruption Commission
(EACC) to salvage a besieged
house.

And from the sidelines of a
declining opposition, NASA
founder and co-principal
Musalia Mudavadi demanded

investigation on the whole kit -

and caboodle of Parliament for
whathe'desaiibed as “abetting
crivninal negligence and cor-
ruption.”

“The lasting
imprint is that in
reality, Committees
of Parliament are
instruments of
sanitizing sleaze,"”

Musalia Mudavadi, ANT
leader

In one of the earlizst fruits
of "handshake politics”, MPs
onFriday closed ranks to shoot
dowm a comumities renort that
sought to send a sto
saze onsugar barons rave,
Kenyan's economy and heaith.

From anxions groups walk-
ing in 2nd out of & tempo)
“nervé-centre” where the
rejection of the report was
coordinated to the same

2ry

-there are claims of bril

groups walking back elated
and pulling others back, it was
a day laden with intrigue and
shame.

“Twas attending the Parlia-
mentary Service Commission
(PSC) meeting after which I

went straight to the chamber.-

Members have raised the mat-
ter even here at our meting in
Mombasa,” Mutur,i who was
attending a meeting in Mom-
basa, told the Satvrday Stand-
ard. :

He said he was not aware of
any bribes dished out before
or after the debate and asked
for independent investiga-
tions tonail culprits, if any. But
what Muturi held back, the
ANC leader blurtzd it cut.

Shameful display

He talked of shameful &is-
licity, condemned
mised member-
ship, bemezned tha betrayal of
Kenyan’s trust and ragratted
the ernboldzning of the sugar
barons through the rejection
report.
‘tunately, it is an

1
indictment of Parliam

atinfluenced rejection of
pert. The lasting imprint is
that in reality, Committzes of
Parliarcent arz insguments 6f
2. Itis the
son we urgently need an ail-
inclusive national dialogue to

Majority Leader Aden
(Gsrissa Township)
Minority Leader John Mbadi

. some people racsiv

(Suba South) led the onslught
in ensuring the report sank
and arguing that thére were no
grounds to hold the ™ to
account over the matt

Later, angered MPs 3
Murunga (Matungu), Ayub
Savula (Lugari), Arati, Oundo
Mudenyo (Funyula), Bernard
Shinali (Tkolomani), Tindi
Mwale (Rutere), Godfiey Osot-
si (nominated) and James

Onyango Koyoo (Muhoroni)

castigated their colleagues
and called on the Director Pub-
lic Prasecution (DPP) Noardin
Hajitostep in.

“The members were com-
promised. What happened
along the corridors of Parlia-
mentis a shamne. ] am not fear:
ing anybody. It is sad that
ived aslitdle
as Shi0,000 to shoot dovm thy
rzport,” said Murunga.

Savula said “the rant seek-
ing” witnessed even at the
commitiee level when MPs
became ‘cozy ‘with the wit-
nesses” had killed the repart.
"Have we ever seen the Judge
hugging the suspacts™ he
asked.

Koyeo said what happened
in Parliament on Friday was
anticipated from the very siart
when “lobbying was done with
noivia of r2spac

For the first time in the life
of th 12th parlizment on Fri-
day, the lounge and the bar
wiera empty by 7pimn on Fri-
dzy. In total, Sh30 million is
rurmored to have played aroie
in the twn of events in Parlia-
ment on Friday.
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The MPs accused each
other of pocketing
bribes to save Cabinet
secretaries implicated
in the scandal.

" By Moses Nyamori
and Roselyne Obala
mnyamori@standardmedia.coke

Allegations of bribery
swirled in Parliament yester-

report on contaminated sugar
in an acrimonious sitting that
was characterised by shouting.

Initial attempts to strength-
en the report through amend-
ments - that would have seen
Cabinet secretaries Henry Rot-

_ich (Treasury) and Adan
Mohammed (East African
Community) hounded out of
office - were roundly defeated
in record time.

This was before the majority
of MPs launched a spirited
onslaught against the entire
document while accusing the
joint committee of curiously
omitting the names of sugar
barons. .

Some of the lawmakers, who
were pushing for the implica-
tion of the State officers,
stormed out of the session'to
address the media, angering
Speaker Justin Muturi, who

_said: “The House could con-
sider changing the Standing
Orders to deal with indisci-
pline (of that nature).”

But it was the claims of brib-
ery and intense lobbying that
preceded the afternoon sitting
that seemed to have sealed the
fate of the document authored
by the 38-member cormittee.

Several MPs confessed to
The Standard that money had
changed hands to facilitate
defeat of the report in what
could taint the image of the
august House further in the
face of growing claims that it
had turned into a ‘House of

day as MPs shot down the -

7 G~
“They are parading
themselves to be
paid at the expense
of those who elected
them. Journalists
should expose
them.”

Simba Arati, Dagoretti North

bribes”

Slightly after 2pm, MPs
began trooping to Parliament’s
new bar in a peculiar manner
that raised concerns they were
being influenced over the
report. The MPs moved in
groups of about five and
returned after about two min-
utes.

Something fishy

Fears that something fishy
was cooking were confirmed
by a first-time MP who admit-
ted his colleagues were receiv-
ing bribes.

“ was called but I have not
received any money since I got
there when everything had
already been dished out,” said
the MP. $

He said. money was being
given out to ensure that the
report was defeated on the
fioor of the House on grounds
that it targeted Rotich, Adan
and Kenya’s High Commis-
sioner to India, Willy Bett - for-
merly the Agriculture CS.

Another MP said some
members were given Sh30,000
while others

received

“ps a team we did
our best but the
speakers have
decided to focus
on-the Cabinet
secretaries.”

Kanini Kega, Kieni

Sh20,000. Another said the
money was coming from dif-
ferent sources.

“Kenyans need to know the
calibre of leaders they have.
They are parading themselves
to be paid at the expense of
those who elected them. Jour-
nalists should expose and
shame these leaders,” said
Dagoretti North MP Simba
Arati, 2 member of the com-
mittee.

“Shame! How do you get
Sh20,000 yet you earn a mil-
lion? This is really bad,” said
Matayos MP Godfrey Odanga
as he jeered two of his col-
Jeagues as they rushad out,
apparently to collect their
share of the money.

But one of the MPs retorted:
“What is wrong with us getting
our share? Iam going!”

This prompted more jeering
from Nyeri Woman Represent-

ative RajabMukami, whosaid:

“Shame! Shame! This is bad!”

After the debate, Arati, Jus-
tus Murunga (Matungu) and
Ayub Savula (Lugari) also
accused their colleagues of
receiving bribes.

week, sparking speculation that it
was in response to a meeting
between Kilifi Governor Amason
Kingi and 21 MPs last week.
Political analysts say the two
governors are competing for
supremacy in the region, a claim
both have denied. On Wednesday,
the two governors met Tourism
Cabinet Secretary Najib Balala In
Nairobf before meeting Opposi-

 tion Jeader Raila Odinga. There

are reports Joho has invited Kingl
to Wednesday's meeting. His
chief of staff Idris Abdulrahman
<aid the meeting was postponed
to enable adequate prepara-
tions. Joho, a close ally of Raila,
has expressed interest in the
presidency. [Benard Sangal

Migori. Ex-minister
withdraws from race

Bl Former Cabinet minister
Dalmas Otieno has withdrawn
from the Migori senatorial
by-election. Mr Otieno (right).
who was contesting the seat on
the National Liberal Party ticket
after ditching ODM, said he had
opted out of the race after he
was appolinted a commissioner
to the Salaries and Remuneration
Commission (SRC). This came as
the Independent Electoral and
Boundaries Commission began
clearing candidates yesterday.
“The two opportunities came at
the same time. | have decided to

Nationzl Assembly, Legisldtors claim there are no proper grounds to implicate CSs

Poison stigar report shot
down amid bribery claims

‘‘pefore you
hold somebody
personally
responsible, let
them give their
side of the story.”

John Mbadi, Minority leader

“The members were com-
promised. What happened in
the corridors of Parliament is
shameful. I am not afraid of
anybody. It is sad that sorne
people received as little as
Sh10,000 to shoot down the
report,” said Mr Murunga.

“The President cannot finish
corruption when we have trib-
al leanings. Those who paid to
save CSs should know they are
killing their people with poi-
sorious sugar.”

They called on the Director
of Public Prosecutions to probe
the matter.

National Assembly Leader
of Majority Aden Duale and his
Minority counterpart John
Mbadiled the MPs in defeating
the report that cost the coun-
try more than ShS million to:
write.

Duale and Mbadi said there:
were no proper grown
implicate the CSs and pertiar
occasion their impead;

himself .

“Before you hold somebody
personally responsible you
_must give them a chance to
give their side,” said Mbadi,
who alluded to the bribery
claims when he explained his
opposition to the report was
not as a result of being “aben-
eficiary of rumours flying”

around.

“The threshold for removal
of a minister is so high Mr
Speaker, the report before the
House is the property of al|
MPs so no one should take
offence withwhatever decision
we take,” said Duale.

“Rotich acted on an execu-
tive order of the Presidentand
aresolution of the Cabinet. He
did not situnder a treetomake
adecision. This reportistrying
to impeach CSs through the
backdoor,” he said, adding that
the House should never have
formed a joint committee.

Kebs' failure
Mbadi described some of
the recommendationsasridic-
ulous, citing one that recom-
mended Mohammed be held
responsible for the Kenya
Bureau of Standards’ failure to
ensure that only safe sugar
entered the country.

“This committee failed sub-
stantially. We expected explic'
it names of those importers,
those traders. There are no

lists of the importers, Why

couldn’t you give the names?

Whyare you hiding the

names?” asked Mbadi.

Kega pleaded with Mp:
“‘adopt the document, saysi::g
* his team did its best. “We did

our best but the speakers have

ed to focus on the Cabinet
Secretaries. We have brought a
document. We have
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, ONWTHETAKE? Angry MPs reveal how their colieagues received as little as Sh10,000 from a ‘nerve-centre’ to shoot down report '

How your MP was bought for
asong on day of high drama

National Assembly
Speaker Justin Muturi

invites the EACC to probe

Members of Parliament
as Sh30 million said to
have changed hands,
ByRoselyne Obala
robala@standardmedia.coke

Like faithful trooping to a
confession box ahead of ser-
vice, honorable MPs marched
in droves to see three of their

colleagues ahead of Friday’s -

debate on the sugar report.

Ahead of the 2:30pm plena-
Ty sitting, and in near-stam-
pede, they filed past journal-
ists to the new wing of the
Parliamentary Lounge where
the trio “coordinated” the
rejection of the report.

In hot pursuit and to spoil
the party was Dagoretti North
MP. Simba Arati and Nyeri
County’s Rajab Mukami who
stumbled on'the ring-leader
—2n MP from the Rift who
recently ran afoul with journal-
ists -~ holding on to a mystery
list.

Tvio of his colleagues -- a
nominated MP and another
now serving his third term --
held watch as members came
in pairs and left. Those who
left the nerve-centre rallied
their clueless colleagues into
dashing there to see the three
men.

Diluted report

Others, all smiles, walked
straight into the chamber to
debate the controversial
report. The activity went on
unhindered until journalists
conﬁ'ontec! a Western Kenya
MPwho immediately and quite
out of his norm brushed them
aside.

“Wait I am coming bacl,”
the excited MP said while
walldng aviay.

Sorne MPs who speke to the
Saturday Standard adrnitted
that the 38-member commit-
tze co-chaired by Aden Haji
(Mandera South) and Kanini
Kega (& ) was divided on
thereport tabled in the §
Thus, they wantzd it ed.

“The chairs only have six
inembers bekind them. It is
better this repart is rejected
and anew cne

of everybody,”

erm MP vho
sought ancriymity
ey being dished

()

yers to draft a diluted
report.”
Avnother MP revealed: “T am

told the money is over. I have
not got my share. They are
complaining that journalists
are here”

At some point, the three
MPs ceased their activities and
relocated to the lounge behind
the reception, which is out of
bounds to media. Still, other
members brandished some
suspicious envelopes to a sec-
tion of journalists,

Disgruntled MPs accused
their colleagues of receiving
millions in total to alter the
report and getting additional
money to shoot down the
same. Godfrey Odanga (Matay-
0s) bashed his colleagues for
lowering the integrity of Par-
liarnent.

“Shame, how do you get
Sh20,000 yet you earn 2 rmil-
lion? Thisisrzallybad,” Jashed
Odanga even as tvio other MPs
rushed by hirn.

“What is wirong with us get-
ting ocur share?” another
fumed back,
aime, sharnz, thisis bad,?
shouted b Tukami.

Investigations by Saturday
Standard have placed three
interest groups at the heart of
I placz in

drafting amendraents. The
final group targeted the ple-
nary membership and occa-

Apast session of Parliament. [File. Standard)

sioned the frenzy of activities
that was evident in the corri-
dors and the lobbies,

Stunned by the horrible
tales of MPs throwing caution
to the wind, Speaker Justin
Muturi was last night invoking
help of the Ethics and Anti-
Corruption Commission
(EACC) to salvage a besieged
house.

And from the sidelines of a
declining opposition, NASA
founder and co-principal
Musalia Mudavadi demanded
investigation on the whole kit
and caboodle of Parliament for
what he described as “abetting
criminal negligence and cor-
Tuption.”

“The lasting
imprint is that in
reality, Committees
of Parliament are
instruments of
sanitizing sleaze,”

Musalia Mudavadi, ANC
leader

nginand
“nerve-czntre” where the

rejection of the report was
coordinated to the same

groups walking back elated
and pulling others back, it was
a day laden with intrigue and
sharne.

“Twas attending the Parlia-
mentary Service Commission
(PSC) meeting after which 1

went straight to the chamber,.

Members have raised the mat-
ter even here at our meting in
Mombasa,” Mutur,i who was
attending a meeting in Mom-
basa, told the Saturday Stand-
ard.

He said he was not aware of
any bribes dished out before
or after the debate and asked
for independent investiga-
tions tonail culprits, if any. But
what Muturi held back, the
ANC leader blurted it out.

Shameful display

cmised mem
ship, bemosned the be
Kenyar
the erah

hy
of port.
“Uniortunately, it is an

i v Aden Duzje
(Garissa  Township) znd
Minority Leader John hibadi

|

(Suba South) led onslaught
in ensuring the réport sank
and arguing that thére were no
grounds to hold the CSs to
account over the matter.
' Later, angered MPs Justy;
Muwrunga (Matungu), Ayub
Savula (Lugari), Atati, Oundo
Mudenyo (Funyula), Bernard
Shinali (Tkolomahi), Tindi
Mwale (Butere), Gotifiey Osot-
si (nominated) and James
-Onyango Koyoo (Muhoroni)
castigated their ¢olleagues
and called on the Difector Puly-
lic Prosecution (DPF) Noarclin
Hajito step in.

“The members
promised. What
along the corridor:
mentis ashame. 1 &

ere com-

. Some people rece

000

ing” witnessed even at the
committes level when MPs
became cozy vitll the wit-
nesses” illect the report.
“Have vie ever the Judge
hugging the suschts?” he
as.

aid whathappened
nt on Riday was
it thd very start

/ajdonemf_i".

L ima in the life
arlizmént on Fri-
¢ lounge and the bar

j 7pin on Fri-
ShSOfmil!ion is
io have pldyed a roie
in the turn of events in Parlia-
menton Friday. |
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MINUTES OF THE ELEVENTH MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON POWERS AND
PRIVILEGES HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 15T AUGUST 2018 IN COMMITTEE ROOM 9,
MAIN PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS AT 11.00 A.M

[

PRESENT

1. The Hon. Anthony Githiaka Kiai, MP (Acting Chairperson)
The Hon. Vincent Kemose Mogaka, MP (Co- Chairperson)
The Hon. Jude L. Kangethe Njomo, MP

The Hon. Peter Mungai Mwathi, MP

The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, MP

The Hon. James Mathew Onyango K’ Oyoo, MP

The Hon. Danson Mwakuwona Mwashako, MP

The Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP

P NN kAL

ABSENT WITH APOLOGIES
1. The Hon. Justin B. N. Muturi, EGH, MP - Speaker of the National Assembly/Chairperson
. The Hon. Vincent Kipkurui Tuwei, MP
. The Hon. Beatrice Pauline Cherono Kones, MP
. The Hon. Gladwell Jesire Cheruiyot, MP
. The Hon. Marselino Malimo Arbelle, MP
. The Hon. Capt. (Rtd) Didmus Wekesa Barasa Mutua, MP
. The Hon. Omar Mwinyi Shimbwa, MP

N O W

_INATTENDANCE- PARLIAMENTARY STAFF

“'1. Mr. Michael Karuru - Ag. Director, Legal Services
2. Mr. Kipkemoi arap Kirui - Principal Clerk Assistant 1
3. Ms. Anne Shibuko - Clerk Assistant III
4. Ms. Esther Ngechu - Serjeant-at-Arms
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MIN.NO. 67/CoPP/2018: PRELIMINARIES

The Chairperson called the meeting to order at half past Eleven O’clock and invited the Hon. James

Mathew Onyango K’ Oyoo, MP to say the prayers.

MIN.NO. 68/CoPP/2018: ADOPTION OF AGENDA

The Committee adopted the proposed agenda unanimously, subject to deferment of Confirmation of

Minutes and Matters Arising to the subsequent meeting.

MIN.NO. 69/CoPP/2018: BRIEFING ON THE INQUIRY INTO THE ALLEGATIONS
OF BRIBERY IN THE HOUSE BY TWO JOURNALISTS
FROM THE PEOPLE DAILY

Introduction

The Chairperson reminded the Committee that during the plenary sitting of the House on Tuesday
July 31, 2018, the Member for Endebess (Hon. Robert Pukose, MP) had risen on a point of Order,
claiming that the People Daily issue of Monday July 30, 2018 had contravened the provisions of the
Standing Order 255 on Press representatives infringing Standing Orders or the Speaker’s Rules and
requested that the matter be addressed by the relevant Committee of the House. The Member
observed that the coverage by the newspaper had portrayed Members of Parliament, committees
and by extension the House, in negative light. The Speaker then directed that the Committee of
Powers and Privileges convenes a meeting on Thursday, August 2, 2018 at 10.00am and invite the

two journalists who authored the article to be heard on the matter.

The committee reviewed the two articles appearing on both hard and online People Daily
newspaper editions of Monday July 30, 2018 under the headlines “House of Bribes”, “Bribery den:
When watchdogs turn predators” and “Rent-seeking allegations in the august House not new " and
of Tuesday July 31, 2018 under the headlines “How MPs mint millions” and “How MPs turn team

retreats into cash cows” authored by Mr. Anthony Mwangi and Ms. Dinah Ondari.

The allegations revolved around bribery, wastage of funds through duplication of roles between the
two Houses, use of report writing retreats to mint cash, rent seeking and compromised

investigations.

Committee’s observations

The Committee observed that it was important for the Journalists to adhere to the provisions of

Standing Order 255 on Press representatives infringing Standing Orders or the Speaker’s Rules.



The Committee noted that while some of the information may be factual, it was unfair to accuse the

House as an entirety of bribery as only specific Members could be involved.

- The Committee suggested that the one (1) day notice given to the journalists by the directive of the
Speaker could be reviewed to extend the period of notice to seven days as per practice. It was
agreed that the witnesses would appear as directed by the Speaker and that should they seek for

more time, the request would be granted.

On the manner of conducting the sitting(s), it was agreed that the proceedings would be open to the
public and media as opposed to in camera sessions, considering the adverse allegations against the

institution of Parliament.

Conclusion

Arising from the deliberations, the Committee resolved to isolate the allegations that were potential
breaches of privileges as per the Parliamentary Powers and Privileges Act. It was resolved that the
management of the proceedings should be procedurally fair and focus on sourcing of information
from the journalists who would be treated as witnesses appearing before the Committee for the

purposes of giving evidence or providing information as per the provisions of Standing Order 191

(1 (@)

The Committee was advised to take its rightful position, that of conducting quasi-judicial hearing,
and offering the aggrieved party (Members of Parliament) and the preceived aggressor (Media

Max Limited) a fair opportunity of being heard.

MIN.NO. 70/CoPP/2018: ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a) Update on benchmarking visits
The meeting was informed that the requests for benchmarking visits to the Parliaments of Australia,
Republic of Malaysia and the Republic of South Africa, which had been confirmed by the host
institutions before the end of the last financial year, were on course and would be implemented

upon the disbursement of funds for the Financial Year 2018/2019.

b) Pending Business before the Committee
The Committee requested that the secretariat organizes a retreat for purposes of consideration and

adoption of the report on the matter of a complaint by the Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission
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(EACC) and a Petition by Mr. Bernard Abuya Momanyi concerning the conduct of the Member for

Embakasi East Constituency, the Hon. Paul Ongili and the Member for Starehe Constituency, the

Hon. Charles Njagua Kanyi on October 10, 2017.

MIN.NO. 71/CoPP/2018: ADJOURNMENT

The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at twenty-five minutes to noon. The next meeting would be

held on Thursday, August 2, 2018.
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MINUTES OF THE TWELFTH MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF POWERS AND
PRIVILEGES HELD ON THURSDAY 2NP AUGUST 2018 IN THE SPEAKER’S
BOARDROOM, MAIN PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS AT 11.00 A.M

PRESENT

1. The Hon. Justin B. N. Muturi, EGH, MP - Speaker of the National Assembly/Chairperson
2. The Hon. Anthony Githiaka Kiai, MP

3. The Hon. Vincent Kemose Mogaka, MP

4. The Hon. James Mathew Onyango K’ Oyoo, MP

5. The Hon. Danson Mwakuwona Mwashako, MP

6. The Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP

ABSENT WITH APOLOGIES
1. The Hon. Vincent Kipkurui Tuwei, MP
. The Hon. Beatrice Pauline Cherono Kones, MP
. The Hon. Gladwell Jesire Cheruiyot, MP
. The Hon. Marselino Malimo Arbelle, MP
. The Hon. Jude L. Kangethe Njomo, MP
. The Hon. Capt. (Rtd) Didmus Wekesa Barasa Mutua, MP
. The Hon. Peter Mungai Mwathi, MP
. The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, MP
9. The Hon. Omar Mwinyi Shimbwa, MP
IN ATTENDANCE
a) MEDIA
° 1. Mr. Ken Bosire - Ag. Chief Editor, Mediamax Network Ltd
2. Ms. Rose Muchori - Legal Officer, Mediamax Network Ltd
3. Mr. Anthony Mwangi - Reporter, Mediamax Limited

[ T B N U T S U T NS

b) PARLIAMENTARY STAFF

1. Mr. Michael Karuru - Ag. Director, Legal Services
2. Mr. Kipkemoi arap Kirui - Principal Clerk Assistant 1
3. Mr. Benson Inzofu - Clerk Assistant III

4. Ms. Anne Shibuko - Clerk Assistant III

5. Ms. Esther Ngechu - Serjeant-at-Arms
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MIN.NO. 72/CoPP/2018: PRELIMINARIES
The Chairperson called the meeting to order at half past Eleven O’clock and invited the Hon.

Andrew Mwadime, MP to say the prayers.

MIN.NO. 73/CoPP/2018: ADOPTION OF AGENDA

The Committee adopted the proposed agenda unanimously, subject to deferment of Confirmation of

Minutes and Matters Arising to the subsequent meeting.

MIN.NO. 74/CoPP/2018: HEARING ON THE INQUIRY INTO THE ALLEGATIONS OF
BRIBERY IN THE HOUSE BY TWO JOURNALISTS FROM

THE PEOPLE DAILY

The Chairperson read out the invitation letter by the Office of the Clerk of the National Assembly
to the Editor-in-Chief of Mediamax Limited, dated August 1, 2018 and copied to its parliamentary
reporters Mr. Anthony Mwangi and Ms. Dinah Ondari. This was in relation to the People Daily
newspaper and online editions of Monday July 30, 2018 under the headlines “House of Bribes”,
“Bribery den: When watchdogs turn predators” and “‘Rent-seeking allegations in the august House
not new”, and of Tuesday July 31, 2018 under the headlines “How MPs mint millions” and “How

MPs turn team retreats into cash cows”.

The Chairperson also took the Committee through a letter dated July 31, 2018, by the Chief
Executive Officer and Secretary General to the Media Council of Kenya. The letter requested that
the office of the Speaker withdraws the summons issued against the two journalists and instead

refer the matter as a complaint to the Media Council of Kenya for adjudication.

The Chairperson emphasized that the committee was bound to enforce Chapter 6 of the
Constitution of Kenya and the Leadership and Integrity law, Public Officer Ethics law,
Parliamentary Powers and Privileges (PPPA) law and the Codes of Conduct pertaining to the
ethical and integrity of members. He informed the witnesses that Members of Parliament were
compelled to abide by the PPPA Code of Conduct upon their swearing in, and any deviation from
the code would result in breach of privilege. The Committee of Privileges had invoked provisions
of Section 15 (5) of the Parliamentary Powers and Privileges Act which provides that “the
Committee either of its own motion or as a result of a complaint made by any person, may inquire
into the conduct of a Member whose conduct is alleged to constitute breach of privilege”. The
Chairperson also emphasized that the invitation was extended to the journalists as witnesses and as

whistleblowers. He was also categorical that these were not summonses and no complaint would be
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made to the Media Council by the National Assembly. The Council was free to consider the matter

independently if it so wished.

The reporters were informed that they were not compelled to disclose their sources of information
and that, for purposes of the hearings, they would be treated as whistleblowers. They were also
assured that freedom of media was guaranteed under Article 34 of the Constitution shall be

jealously guarded.

The Editor-in-Chief confirmed having received the invitation to appear before the Committee on
the evening of August 1, 2018. He then proceeded to refer to the letter by the Group Editor-in-
Chief dated August 1, 2018 that he had brought with him to the meeting, seeking to request for ten
(10) working days to allow the media house respond adequately to the invitation. This was because
the Media House was currently engaged in the Annual Media Summit and the Annual Journalism

Excellence Awards (AJEA) slated for August 3, 2018.

On the matter of the failure by reporter Ms. Dinah Ondari to appear before the Committee, Mr.
Bosire informed the Committee that the journalist had received verbal threats from an undisclosed
Member of Parliament while at the Parliamentary Media Centre the previous day, and as a result the
reporter was not comfortable attending. It was also alleged that the hon. Chris Wamalwa, MP had
issued threats on the journalist, to wit, “You need to apologize”. The Committee advised that Ms.

Dinah Ondari could consider filing a complaint with the Office of the Speaker.

The Committee acceded to the request of the witnesses from Mediamax Limited and set the date of

the next meeting to August 14, 2018 at 10.00am.

MIN.NO. 75/CoPP/2018: ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There was no other business.

MIN.NO. 76/CoPP/2018: ADJOURNMENT

The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at ten n(inutes past noon. The next meeting would be held
on Tuesday, August 14, 2018.
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MINUTES OF THE THIRTEENTH MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF POWERS AND
PRIVILEGES HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5™ SEPTEMBER, 2018 IN THE SPEAKER’S
BOARDROOM, MAIN PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS AT 10.00 A.M

PRESENT

1. The Hon. Justin B. N. Muturi, EGH, MP - Speaker of the National Assembly/Chairperson
2. ‘The Hon. Anthony Githiaka Kiai, MP

3. The Hon. Beatrice Pauline Cherono Kones, MP
4. The Hon. Gladwell Jesire Cheruiyot, MP

5. The Hon. Jude L. Kangethe Njomo, MP

6. The Hon. Peter Mungai Mwathi, MP

7. The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, MP

8. The Hon. Omar Mwinyi Shimbwa, MP

9. The Hon. Danson Mwakuwona Mwashako, MP
10. The Hon. Vincent Kemose Mogaka, MP

11. The Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP

ABSENT WITH APOLOGIES
1. The Hon. Vincent Kipkurui Tuwei, MP
2. The Hon. Marselino Malimo Arbelle, MP
3. The Hon. Capt. (Rtd) Didmus Wekesa Barasa Mutua, MP
4. The Hon. James Mathew Onyango K’ Oyoo, MP

IN ATTENDANCE- PARLIAMENTARY STAFF

1. Mr. Michael Sialai, EBS - Clerk of the National Assembly
2. Mr. Michael Karuru - Deputy Director, Legal Services
3. Mr. Kipkemoi arap Kirui - Principal Clerk Assistant I

4. Ms. Jemimah Waigwa - Legal Counsel I

5. Ms. Anne Shibuko - Clerk Assistant IIT

MIN.NO. 77/NACoPP/2018: PRELIMINARIES

The Chairperson called the meeting to order at half past Ten O’clock and invited the Hon. Beatrice

Pauline Cherono Kones, MP to say the prayers.
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MIN.NO. 78/NACoPP/2018: ADOPTION OF AGENDA
The Committee adopted the proposed agenda.

MIN.NO. 79/NAéoPP/2018: CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS SITTINGS:

Members read through and confirmed the Minutes of the previous Sittings of the Committee, as follows

1. Minutes of the Sixth Sitting held on Tuesday, April 19, 2018 were proposed by the Hon.
Anthony Kiai and seconded by the Hon. Beatrice Kones. Thereupon, the Committee confirmed

the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the said meeting;

2. Minutes of the Seventh Sitting held on Tuesday June 12, 2018 were proposed by the Hon. Peter
Mwathi and seconded by the Anthony Kiai. Thereupon, the Committee confirmed the Minutes

as a true record of the proceedings of the said meeting;

3. Minutes of the Ninth Sitting held on Wednesday July 4, 2018 were proposed by the Hon.
Vincent Mogaka and seconded by the Hon. Andrew Mwadime. Thereupon, the Committee

confirmed the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the said meeting;

4. Minutes of the Tenth Sitting held on Thursday, July 5, 2018 were proposed by the Hon.
Anthony Kiai and seconded by the Hon. Beatrice Kones. Thereupon, the Committee confirmed

the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the said meeting;

5. Minutes of the Eleventh Sitting held on Wednesday, August 1, 2018 were proposed by the Hon.
Peter Mwathi and seconded by the Hon. Danson Mwashako. Thereupon, the Committee

confirmed the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the said meeting.

6. Minutes of the Twelfth Sitting held on Thursday, August 2, 2018 were proposed by the Hon.
Hon. Anthony Kiai and seconded by the Hon. Danson Mwashako. Thereupon, the Committee

confirmed the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the said meeting

Arising from Min. No. 56/CoPP/2018 on Consideration of a request by the Ethics and Anti-
Corruption Commission (EACC) to access wealth declaration Jorms for the chairperson and vice ;
chairperson of the National Land Commission of the Ninth Sitting held on Tuesday, June 12, 2018: |
the Committee resolved that a report should be done by the Committee Secretariat so as to guide the

Committee in subsequent Parliaments.

Arising from Min. No.63/CoPP/2018 on Consideration of a complaint filed by the Member for Saboti

Constituency, Hon. Caleb Amisi, MP, concerning alleged threatening text messages from the Member
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Jfor Kiminini Constituency, Hon. Chris Wamalwa, MP of the Tenth Sitting held on Thursday, July 5,
2018: the Committee resolved that the Members needed to be reminded to honour their undertaking
by writing formally to the Committee regarding their intention to withdraw the complaints timeously,

failure to which the Committee would proceed to make a determination on the matter.

MIN. NO. 80/NACoPP/2018: DRAFT REPORT REGARDING THE ALLEGED
UNETHICAL CONDUCT OF THE MEMBER FOR EMBAKASI EAST CONSTITUENCY,
HON. PAUL ONGILI AND THE MEMBER FOR STAREHE CONSTITUENCY, HON.
CHARLES NJAGUA KANYI ON OCTOBER 10, 2017

The Chairperson informed the Committee that the secretariat had generated a draft report for
consideration by the Committee. Having perused the report, the chairperson deemed it comprehensive
and a representation of the Committee deliberations. A retreat would be set in the month of October,

where the report and reports on other matters pending before the Committee would be considered.

MIN.NO. 81/NACoPP/2018: WAY FORWARD ON THE INQUIRY INTO THE
ALLEGATIONS OF BRIBERY IN THE HOUSE BY TWO
JOURNALISTS FROM THE PEOPLE DAILY

The two journalists had been invited to the twelfth sitting of the Committee on August 2, 2018 at
10.00am. During the sitting, the Group Editor-in-Chief of Media Max Limited brought with him a
letter to the meeting, seeking to request for ten (10) working days to allow the media house respond
adequately to the invitation. The Committee acceded to their request and set the date of the next
meeting to August 14, 2018 at 10.00am. On August 9, 2018, the National Assembly wrote to Media

Max deferring the meeting to a later date.

Arising from the subsequent allegations of bribery by certain Members of Parliament during the
debate on the Report of the Joint Committee that investigated the alleged importation of illegal and
contaminated sugar into the country, the Committee resolved to stay the matter until the conclusion
of hearings. In this regard, the Chairperson informed the Committee that a retreat of the Editor’s Guild
was scheduled for 13th to 16th September 2018 in Mombasa. The Committee resolved to participate
in the retreat with a view to engaging the Editors on the reportage on matters relating to powers,
privileges and ethics of Members of Parliament. Pursuant to the Communication from the Chair issued

on August 30, 2018, the meeting was reminded not to invite the Hon. Capt. (Rtd) Didmus Wekesa
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Barasa Mutua, MP and the Hon. James Mathew Onyango K’Oyoo, MP to the meeting with the Editors
Guild.

—MIN. NO. 82/NACoPP/2018: ADVERSE ALLEGATIONS ON THE CONDUCT OF
CERTAIN MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT AROUND THE TIME OF THE DEBATE ON
THE REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE THAT INVESTIGATED THE ALLEGED
IMPORTATION OF ILLEGAL AND CONTAMINATED SUGAR INTO THE COUNTRY

Between the dates of 11th to 15th August, 2018, there had been articles in various print and electronic
media of some Members of Parliament making adverse allegations about the conduct of their
colleagues around the time of the debate on the Report of the Joint Committee that investigated the

alleged importation of illegal and contaminated sugar into the country.

The allegations reflect adversely on the integrity of certain Members, Committees and the National
Assembly as a whole, and alluded to a possible breach of the Code of Conduct by some Members of]
the House. The Committee of Powers and Privileges, within whose mandate the alleged breach of the

Code falls was therefore expected to investigate the matter.

The meeting resolved to obtain a comprehensive list of the Members reported to have made the
allegations and invite them to substantiate the allegations during public hearings in the Mini Chamber
at County Hall on the afternoon of Tuesday 18th and the morning and afternoon of 19th September,

2018. A meeting to prepare for the hearings would be held on Tuesday 18th September at 10.00 am.

MIN. NO. 83/NACoPP/2018: ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a. Letter from the Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission on Wealth Declaration

The Clerk of the National Assembly read out a letter to the Committee a letter from the Ethics and
Anti-corruption Commission (EACC) notifying Members of Parliament to ensure their Declaration of
Income, Assets and Liabilities are up to date. The Clerk committed to personally notify every Member
on or before September 18, 2018 and to ensure the Committee of Powers and Privileges as the

responsible Commission does comply.

b. Co-option of a Member of African Parliamentary Network Against Corruption APNAC-

Kenya into the Committee of Powers and Privileges

The Committee was informed that the Hon. Shakeel Shabir, MP had written to the Speaker requesting

that a Member of African Parliamentary Network Against Corruption (APNAC) Kenya be co-opted in

the National Assembly Committee of Powers and Privileges. The Committee deliberated on the matter
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and agreed that the only provision available for non-members of the Committee to participate in its
proceedings was Standing Order 195 which provides that “4 Member may attend and participate in a
meeting of any committee of the House of which he or she is not a member, but such Member shall not

be entitled to vofe on any matter before the committee”.

Further, the mandate of the Committee was not limited to only matters regarding Ethics and
Corruption. The Committee resolved that the Mémber be duly informed of the decision of the

Committee.

c¢. Complaint against Hon. David Kiaraho, MP

The Committee heard that Kaplan & Stratton Advocates had written to the Speaker regarding failure
of the Hon. David Kiaraho, MP, to refund a rental deposit of Kshs. 60,000 to a former tenant of Lissa
Luxury Suites where the member is a proprietor. The Committee was of the view that the complaint
arose from a commercial contract for which adequate legal provisions existed in the event of breach of
contract. The Committee resolved that a letter be done informing the Advocates of the decision of the

Committee.

MIN. NO. 84/NACoPP/2018: ADJOURNMENT

The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at ten minutes to one O’clock. The date of the next meeting

would be communicated by notice.
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(Chairperson)
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MINUTES OF THE EIGHTEENTH MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF POWERS AND
PRIVILEGES HELD ON WEDNESDAY 19™ SEPTEMBER, 2018 IN COMMITTEE ROOM
NO. 12, MAIN PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS AT 9.00 A.M.

PRESENT

1. The Hon. Justin B. N. Muturi, EGH, MP - Speaker of the National Assembly/Chairperson
2. The Hon. Anthony Githiaka Kiai, MP

3. The Hon. Gladwell Jesire Cheruiyot, MP

4. The Hon. Peter Mungai Mwathi, MP

5. The Hon. Omar Mwinyi Shimbwa, MP

6. The Hon. Marselino Malimo Arbelle, MP

7. The Hon. Vincent Kipkurui Tuwei, MP

8. The Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP

APOLOGIES

The Hon. Vincent Kemose Mogaka, MP

. The Hon. Beatrice Pauline Cherono Kones, MP

. The Hon. Jude L. Kangethe Njomo, MP

. The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, MP

. The Hon. Capt. (Rtd) Didmus Wekesa Barasa Mutua, MP
. The Hon. James Mathew Onyango K’ Oyoo, MP

. The Hon. Danson Mwakuwona Mwashako, MP

- N N N S

IN ATTENDANCE
WITNESSES
. The Hon. Capt. (Rtd.) Didmus Barasa, Member for Kimilili Constituency

1

2. The Hon. James Onyango K’Oyoo, Member for Muhoroni Constituency
3. The Hon. Godfrey Osotsi, Nominated Member of Parliament

4. The Hon. Jayne Wanjiru Kihara, MP, Member for Naivasha Constituency

PARLIAMENTARY STAFF

1. Mr. Michael Sialai, EBS - Clerk of the National Assembly
2. Mr. Michael Karuru - Deputy Director, Legal Services
3. Mr. Kipkemoi arap Kirui - Principal Clerk Assistant I

4, Ms. Jemimah Waigwa - Legal Counsel I
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5 Ms. Anne Shibuko - Clerk Assistant III

MIN.NO. 100/NACoPP/2018: PRELIMINARIES

The Chairperson called the meeting to order at half past Nine O’clock. The Chairperson informed the
Members that the purpose of the meeting was to commence an inquiry into the matter of alleged bribery
of Members during the consideration of the report of the Joint Committee on Agriculture and Livestock
on alleged importation of illegal and contaminated sugar into the country. He also clarified that the
inquiry was open to the public and media as provided for under Article 118 of the Constitution.

MIN.NO. 101/NACoPP/2018: ADOPTION OF AGENDA

The Committee unanimously adopted the proposed agenda.

MIN.NO. 102/NACoPP/2018: INQUIRY INTO ALLEGATIONS OF BRIBERY

The Committee received evidence from the following Members —

1. Submission by the Hon. Capt. (Rtd.) Didmus Barasa, Member of Parliament for Kimilili
Constituency

The Chairperson drew the attention of the Hon. Capt. (Rtd.) Didmus Barasa, MP to evidence
attributable to him on the matter —
(i) a video clip from K24 Televisions station in which he stated that he saw a member of
Parliament giving bribes of Ksh. 10,000; and
(ii) newspaper articles from the Nation Newspaper of 15® August, 2018 and the People Daily
Newspaper of 15" August, 2018, containing statements attributed to him.

The witness submitted to the Committee that —

(i) he received the invitation to appear before the Committee through a letter dated 10™
September, 2018 and responded by way of a letter dated 18" September, 2018, seeking
clarification as to whether he was being treated as a whistle blowers and persons of interest or
a suspect;

(ii) he be treated as a friend of the Committee willing to assist it to investigate the alleged bribery

and recommend appropriate sanctions;

(iii) the person appearing in the video clip was indeed him and that he spoke what was aired in the
video clip;

(iv) he saw a member of Parliament giving out Ksh. 10,000 to influence Members to vote in a

particular manner;
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(v) the member of Parliament who was giving out the money was the Hon. Fatuma Gedi, Women
Representative, Wajir County;

(vi) the Hon. Fatuma Gedi, Women Representative, Wajir County offered him an envelope in the
National Assembly Chamber during plenary but he repulsed the advances because his
conscience would not allow;

(vii) the Hon. Fatuma Gedi stated, “Hii ni elfu kumi, tuangushe hii kitu”;

(viii)he believed that the bribe/money offered to him was so that he would reject amendments to
the Report as proposed by the Hon. Gladys Wanga, MP;

(ix) he however did not check the contents of the envelope to ascertain whether indeed it was Ksh.
10,000 but believed the statement given by Hon. Gedi to that effect;

(x) the Hon. John Waluke witnessed the incident as he was sitting near him (Hon. Capt. (Rtd)
Didmus Barasa) and that he later discussed the incident with the Hon. Waluke, whom the Hon.
Gedi also attempted to bribe him;

(xi) he believed the Hon. Gedi was acting for a third party and was likely protecting the then
Cabinet Secretary for Ministry of Industry, Trade and Co-operatives who had been adversely
mentioned in the Report;

(xii) the statements appearing in the Nation newspaper dated 15% August, 2018 attributed to him
was inaccurate, and that he never said that Hon. Fatuma Gedi was the leader. He only said
that she had attempted to bribe him;

(xiii)while in the chamber on the day as the Report was being debated, he unsuccessfully attempted
to report the incident but could not catch the Speaker’s eye to raise an intervention; and

(xiv) following Speaker’s Communication that the National Assembly Committee of Powers and
Privileges would investigate the allegations of bribery, he found no need to report the matters

to the Committee since he would submit his evidence before the Committee.

2. Submission by the Hon. James Onyango K’Oyoo, Member of Parliament for Muhoroni
Constituency

The Chairperson drew the attention of the witness to an article in the Saturday Standard of 11% August,
2018 containing statements attributed to him in relation to alleged bribery of Members to reject the

“Sugar Report.”

Giving evidence on oath, the Hon. James Onyango K’Oyoo, MP submitted to the Committee as follows
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(i) that the statement carried in the Saturday Standard dated 11 August, 2018 in which he said
that, “lobbying was done with no iota of respect” was accurate. He implied that the lobbying
against the adoption of the Report disregarded the interest of the farmers and the interest of the
public and that in his own judgment it was reckless.

(i) that the newspaper statement attributed to him as having stated that the Speaker, “gagged the
report”, was an accurate reporting;

(iii) that he did not get an opportunity to express his displeasure on the floor of the House and that
was therefore frustrated because the matter concerning the sugar industry is of great concern to
his constituents;

(iv) he emotionally made the statement following rejection of the report;

(v) he firmly believed that rejection of the report was akin to “throwing the baby with the bath
water” and he did not get the opportunity to remedy the issues raised against the report;

(vi) that he had no tangible evidence to table before the Committee on any bribery claims relating
to the rejection of the report and that was he not desirous of “peddling rumours” on the claim;
and

(vii)that he regretted making the statement that the Speaker “gagged the report”.

3. Submission by the Hon. Godfrey Osotsi, Nominated Member of Parliament

The Chairperson informed the witness that he had been invited to the Committee on account of a
statement contained in Saturday Nation, dated 11th August, 2018, attributed to him having stated that
“Nominated MP Godfrey Osotsi said the rejection of the report was a victory for cartels and a big
blow to thousands of farmers who eke out a living through cane farming. “The institution of

Parliament that is supposed to protect the public has turned against them, said Osotsi”.

Submitting on oath, the witness informed the Committee —

(i) that the statement was not accurate and may have emanated from a press conference held at
the Parliament Media Centre;

(i) some of the statements made at the time may have been out of emotions/frustration because
he felt that he (and other members) had tried to save the Report which was eventually rejected
by the majority;

(iii) he never mentioned anything about bribery and only spoke of the amendments that he had
proposed to make on the Report;
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(iv)

v)

he had no evidence that certain members had received bribes to vote in a certain manner on
that Report; and

he was apologetic for the statement that “The institution of Parliament that is supposed to
protect the public has turned against them’’, noting that it may have lowered the dignity and
integrity of Parliament.

4. Submission by the Hon. Jayne Wanjiru Kihara, MP, Member of Parliament for Naivasha

Constituency

The Chairperson informed the Hon. Jayne Kihara, MP that he had been invited to the Committee as a

person of interest to assist the Committee to investigate claims of bribery of Members. This was in

relation to video clips and newspaper articles attributed to her having made statements on the matter.

The Chairperson presented to the witness a video clip from K24 Television station, a Newspaper article
from the Saturday Nation dated 11" August, 2018 and the People Daily dated 15™ August, 2018 as the

basis for the invitation.

The witness informed the Committee on oath —

()

(if)

(i)

(iv)

v)

(vi)

(vii)

that indeed the person shown in the video clip from K24 Television station was her and that
she made the statements contained in the clip;

that she disputed that he never mentioned that there would be “a reward in monetary terms”
if they voted against the report;

that the report carried in the People Daily dated 15™ August, 2018 was untrue. She was not
offered money to vote against the Report;

on the statement contained in the video clip aired on K24 television that, “Ingawaje kwa kweli
kuna wale walikula pesa...” , she submitted that that the statement was based on hearsay since
she was told by the Hon. Rahab Mukami, MP, County Woman Representative for Nyeri
County;

that she would not be able to identify the Member of Parliament mentioned in the video clip
as having been the one who was allegedly distributing bribes;

that she did not see any Member being bribed nor was she offered money to vote against the
Report;

That the Member of Parliament she alluded to in the K24 television station video clip as the
mobilizer of members of Parliament from Nakuru County to vote a certain way, was the Hon.

David Gikaria, MP, Member of Parliament for Nakuru Town East;
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(viii) that the Hon. Gikaria approached her and told her that he was mobilizing Members of
Parliament from Nakuru County to vote a certain way. He said to her that “hii kitu

tunaangusha’;

(ix) that when she asked the Hon. Gikaria why they should not vote for the Report, he responded
that it was in the interest of the Leader of the Majority Party to protect some persons
implicated in the Report, who were Jubilee Party Ministers;

(x) that the Hon Gikaria added that the reason given for rejecting the Report was that, “the

Ministers belong to President Uhuru”.

MIN.NO. 103/NACoPP/2018: ADJOURNMENT

The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at five O’clock. The next meeting of the Committee will be

held on Saturday, September 15, 2018 at 9.00am at the same venue.
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MINUTES OF THE NINETEETH MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF POWERS AND
PRIVILEGES HELD ON WEDNESDAY 19™ SEPTEMBER, 2018 IN COMMITTEE ROOM
NO. 12, MAIN PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS AT 2.00 P.M.

PRESENT |

The Hon. Justin B. N. Muturi, EGH, MP - Speaker of the National Assembly/Chairperson
The Hon. Anthony Githiaka Kiai, MP

The Hon. Gladwell Jesire Cheruiyot, MP

The Hon. Peter Mungai Mwathi, MP

The Hon. Omar Mwinyi Shimbwa, MP

The Hon. Marselino Malimo Arbelle, MP

The Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP

U - I L A e

APOLOGIES
1. The Hon. Vincent Kipkurui Tuwei, MP
2. The Hon. Vincent Kemose Mogaka, MP
3. The Hon. Beatrice Pauline Cherono Kones, MP
4. The Hon. Jude L. Kangethe Njomo, MP
5. The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, MP
6. The Hon. Capt. (Rtd) Didmus Wekesa Barasa Mutua, MP
7. The Hon. James Mathew Onyango K’ Oyoo, MP
8. The Hon. Danson Mwakuwona Mwashako, MP

IN ATTENDANCE
WITNESSES
1. The Hon. John Waluke Koyi, Member for Sirisia Constituency
. The Hon. Geoffrey Odanga Makokha, MP, Member for Matayos Constituency

2

3. The Hon. Simba Arati, Member for Dagoretti North Constituency
4. The Hon. Samuel Atandi, Member for Alego Usonga Constituency
5. The Hon. Makhokha Murunga, Member for Matungu Constituency

PARLIAMENTARY STAFF

1. Mr. Michael Sialai, EBS - Clerk of the National Assembly

2. Mr. Michael Karuru - Deputy Director, Legal Services

3. Mr. Kipkemoi arap Kirui - Principal Clerk Assistant [
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4. Ms. Jemimah Waigwa - Legal Counsel I
5. Ms. Anne Shibuko - Clerk Assistant III

——— MIN.NO. 104/NACoPP/2018: PRELIMINARIES

The Chairperson called the meeting to order at Two O’clock and informed the Committee that the
meeting had been convened to resume the hearings on the matter of alleged bribery of Members during
the consideration of the Joint Report of the Departmental Committee on Agriculture and Livestock and
that on Trade, Cooperatives and Industry on alleged importation of illegal and contaminated sugar into

the country.

MIN.NO. 105/NACoPP/2018: ADOPTION OF AGENDA

The Committee unanimously adopted the proposed agenda.

MIN.NO. 106/NACoPP/2018: INQUIRY INTO ALLEGATIONS OF BRIBERY

The Committee received evidence from the following Members, appearing as witnesses —

1. Submission by the Hon. John Waluke Koyi, Member of Parliament for Sirisia
The chairperson drew the attention of the witness to a Newspaper article contained in the Saturday

Nation dated 11™ August, 2018 which contained statements attributed to him.

Upon administration of oath, the witness submitted to the Committee as follows —

(i)  that he did not make the statements in the Newspaper article carried in the Saturday Nation
dated August 11%2018;

(i)  that he did not witness anything like money being exchanged in the House;

(iii) that contrary to what was reported, Hon. Capt. (Rtd) Didmus Barasa was sitting on the
opposite side of the Chamber and he could not have seen him being offered a blue envelope;

(iv) that he was not in the company of Hon. Capt. (Rtd) Didmus Barasa on that material day of
consideration of the Report in question;

(v) that an hour before appearing before the Committee, he had met the Hon. Barasa and asked
him if he was given money, and he responded that he was offered Ksh.10, 000 in a blue
envelope; and

(vi) that the Hon. Capt. (Rtd.) Didmus Barasa informed him that the county Woman
Representative for Isiolo County had offered Ksh. 10,000 to vote against the Report but he

declined.
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2. Submission by the Geoffrey Odanga Makokha, MP, Member of Parliament for Matayos
Constituency

The Chairperson informed the Hon. Geoffrey Odanga, MP that he had been invited to shed light on

claims contained in newspaper articles in the Standard of 10" August, 2018 and the Saturday Nation

of 11" August, 2018 attributed to him.

Submitting under oath, the Hon. Geoffrey Odanga, informed the Committee as follows —

(i) The reports attributed to him in the Newspaper article were accurate;

(ii) that he was at the new restaurant taking lunch with two of his constituents when a Member of
Parliament approached him and asked him to go to the Members’ Lounge annexed to the new
restaurant to take Ksh. 20,000 was being given to members of Parliament;

(iii) that the intention of the money being given out was to reject the Report;

(iv) that the member who informed him was the Hon. Joseph Tonui Kipskosgei, MP, Member for
Kuresoi South Constituency ;

(v) that he, together with the Member of Parliament for Butula Constituency Hon. Joseph Mairo
Oyula, MP declined to be bribed;

(vi) that out of anger and contempt for bribery, he uttered the statements that were attributed to him
in the Standard and the Nation Newspapers on his way to the chamber; and

(vii)that he did not report the matter because the Speaker gave a Communication referring the matter

to the National Assembly Committee on Powers and Privileges to investigate.

3. Submission by the Hon. Simba Arati, Member of Parliament for Dagoretti North
Constituency

The Chairperson drew the witness, Hon. Simba Arati, MP to Newspaper articles in the People Daily
dated 10" August, 2018 and the Standard dated 10" August, 2018 attributed to him.

Upon taking an oath, the witness submitted as follows —
(i)  he denied the accuracy of the contents of the articles contained in the quoted newspapers;
(ii) that he had not had the time to correct the statements attributed to him by the media;
(iii) that if the allegations of bribery were to be verified, electronic evidence may be obtained from
CCTV Cameras in the Chamber and lounges; and
(iv) that some Members of Parliament had confirmed that there was bribery but he did not take

part in the giving or receiving of bribes.
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4. Submission by the Hon. Samuel Atandi, Member of Parliament for Alego Usonga
Constituency

———The Chairperson informed the witness (Hon. Samuel Atandi, MP) he was presented with a Newspaper

article from the Saturday Nation dated 11% August, 2018 which contained statements attributed to him.

The Samuel Atandi, MP submitted to the Committee as follows, under oath —

(i) that the report carried in the Saturday Nation newspaper of 11" August, 2018 was not
accurate and that he did not make the statement;

(i) that he learnt about the newspaper article when he was approached by journalists for
comments while attending a funeral in his Constituency;

(iii) that he tried to reach the media house which quoted him and clear the misquotation but his
efforts were not forthcoming;

(iv) that he had no evidence that certain Members of Parliament were bribed; and

(v) that if bribes were given to Members of Parliament within lounges and the Chamber, they
were captured on CCTV and the matters could be investigated using the CCTV camera

footages.

5. Submission by the Hon. Makhokha Murunga, Member of Parliament for Matungu
Constituency '

The Chairperson referred the Hon. Murunga to several newspaper articles in the People Daily of]
Friday, 10™ August 2018; the Standard of Friday, 15" August 2018, Saturday 11% August 2018 and

the Nation of Saturday 11" August 201, containing statements attributed to him.

Submitting on oath, the witness informed the Committee as follows —

(i) that the matters reported in the quoted newspaper articles were untrue and that he did not sign
any press statement on the matter;

(i) that he had not seen the Newspaper articles before he appeared before the Committee;

(i) the truth of what happened on the material day would have been captured on CCTV cameras
and could be retrieved for reference;

(iii) that he was not aware of any Member who claimed he was in their company when receiving
bribe. He only heard and read it in the newspapers;

(iv) that he had no recollection having discussed the claims of bribery with the Hon. Didmus

Barasa and/or Hon. John Waluke as reported in the newspaper;
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(v) that he had attended several press conferences and commented on matters related to the sugar
industry; and
(vi) that the members who attended the press conference quoted in the newspapers to address the

rejection of the Report were captured in the newspaper articles.

MIN.NO. 107/NACoPP/2018: ADJOURNMENT

The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at twelve minutes past Three O’clock. The next meeting of the

Committee will communicated by Notice.
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MINUTES OF THE TWENTIETH MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF POWERS AND
PRIVILEGES HELD ON TUESDAY, 25™ SEPTEMBER 2018 IN COMMITTEE ROOM NO.
12, MAIN PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS AT 10.00 AM

PRESENT

The Hon. Justin B. N. Muturi, EGH, MP - Speaker of the National Assembly/Chairperson
The Hon. Anthony Githiaka Kiai, MP
The Hon. Vincent Kipkurui Tuwei, MP
The Hon. Gladwell Jesire Cheruiyot, MP
The Hon. Marselino Malimo Arbelle, MP
The Hon. Jude L. Kangethe Njomo, MP
The Hon. Peter Mungai Mwathi, MP

The Hon. Omar Mwinyi Shimbwa, MP
The Hon. Vincent Kemose Mogaka, MP
10. The Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP

O @ N A w» kB

APOLOGIES
11. The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, MP
12. The Hon. Danson Mwakuwona Mwashako, MP
13. The Hon. Beatrice Pauline Cherono Kones, MP
14. The Hon. James Mathew Onyango K’ Oyoo, MP (recused)
15. The Hon. Capt. (Rtd.) Didmus Wekesa Barasa Mutua, MP (recused)

IN ATTENDANCE
(A) WITNESSES

1. The Hon. Wamuchomba Gathoni, MP - Member for Kiambu County

2. The Hon. Angatia Savula Ayub, MP - Member for Kuresoi Lugari Constituency
(B) PARLIAMENTARY STAFF

1. Mr. Kipkemoi arap Kirui - Principal Clerk Assistant I

2. Ms. Jemimah Waigwa - Legal Counsel II

3. Mr. Benson Inzofu - Clerk Assistant I1I

4, Mr. Donald Manyala - Research Officer III

5. Mr. James Macharia - Media Relations Officer
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6. Ms. Rahab Chepkilim - Audio Officer
7. Ms. Esther Ngechu - Serjeant-at-Arms

MIN.NO. 108/NACoPP/2018: PRELIMINARIES

The Chairperson called the meeting to order at ten minutes to Eleven O’clock and invited the Hon.
Peter Mwathi, MP to say the prayers. He informed the Members that the meeting had been convened
to resume the inquiry into the matter of alleged bribery of Members during the consideration of the
Joint Report on alleged importation of illegal and contaminated sugar into the country. He reported to
the Committee that the Hon. Wachira Rahab Mukami, MP, would give her evidence when she returns
from official duty overseas. He also clarified that the inquiry was open to the public and media.

MIN.NO. 109/NACoPP/2018: ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Committee unanimously adopted the proposed agenda and agreed to defer Confirmation of Minutes

and consideration of Matters Arising.

MIN.NO. 110/NACoPP/2018: INQUIRY INTO ALLEGATIONS OF BRIBERY
1. Submission by the Hon. Wamuchomba Gathoni, MP

The Chairperson welcomed the witness to the meeting and directed her to take an oath pursuant to
section 20(a) of the Parliamentary Powers and Privileges Act, 2017. He read out an excerpt from the
People Daily Newspaper of Wednesday, August 15, 2018, under the heading ‘Compromise’ in loo
killed sugar Report, claims MP as follows —

“Kiambu Women Representative Gathoni Wamuchomba said some of her colleagues received |

bribes in toilets and corridors of Parliament.

Wamuchomba claimed those who declined the bribe were insulted. “They were telling us that
the money is not our mothers’ and that we were being too arrogant.” she claimed. It is not
propaganda. The MPs received the money in toilets in Parliament. I was in Parliament when the
money was being dished out and I saw where the MPs were collecting it from. And I am saying

this because of the energies I saw, the movements [ saw and the talking I heard.” she said.”
In her submission, the witness informed the Committee that —

(i) she indeed made the statement published by the People Daily Newspaper as read to her by
the Chairperson;

(i) asa Member of Parliament she had a duty to protect the sanctity of the National Assembly

and uphold the status of Members of Parliament. She therefore made the statement at a public
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gathering in Thika town as an expression of her displeasure with alleged bribery that led to

rejection of the Sugar Report,

(iii) on Thursday August 9, 2018 she joined three other Members for lunch in the restaurant. As
she waited to be served, she noticed unusual movements and excitement among several
Members of the National Assembly in the lounges and lobbies before the sitting of the House
in which the Sugar Report was considered. Of the three Members she shared a table with, she
could only recall the Hon. Wachira Rahab Mukami, MP;

(iv) out of curiosity, she tried to establish the cause of the unusual movements and excitement by
Members although she could not physically identify any of the Members from where she was

seated. She overheard that some Members were being bribed to reject the Report;

(v) she visited the ladies’ toilets before going to the Chamber and overheard colleagues in various
cubicles discussing how some Members had been bribed with cash ranging from Ksh. 10.000

to Ksh. 20,000 to reject the Sugar Report;

(vi) she also overhead one of them claiming that the County Woman Representative for Wajir
County, the Fon. Ali Fatuma Gedi, MP was the one giving out bribes. She was unable to

identify the Members by name or face since they remained inside the toilet cubicles;

(vii) while exiting from the Chamber later, she encountered crowds of Members in heated debate
regarding the alleged bribery. She expressed her dissent for corruption, which prompted one
of the Members in the crowd to retort that “kii pesa si ya mama yako.” She was able to only
identify the Hon. Njiru, Jane Wanjuki, MP, who had left the Chamber ahead of her and the
Hon. Wachira Rahab Mukami, MP;

(viii) she neither saw the Hon. Gedi giving bribes in person nor witnessed any Member receiving a
bribe. She only picked the bribery claims from the conversations she heard among Members

and the unusual behaviour she had observed; and

(ix) she approached a Clerk Assistant for advise on available mechanisms she could pursue to
have the matter addresses and appropriate action taken Members found culpable of bribery.
She was advised to await for an invitation to appear and give evidence to the National

Assembly Committee on Powers and Privileges.

2. The Hon. Angatia Ayub Savula, MP

The Chairperson welcomed the witness to the meeting. He read out a caption attributed to him in the

Standard Newspaper of Saturday, August 11,2018, in which he reportedly said —
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“the ‘rent seeking’ witnessed even at the Committee level when MPs became cozy with the

witness had killed the Report. Have you ever seen a judge hugging suspects?”
Having taken an oath, the witness submitted that —

(i)  the statement read out to him as published in the quoted Standard Newspaper was correctly

attributed to him;

(i) he used the statement ‘rent seeking’ to describe the behaviour by Members of the Joint
Committee during the inquiry process, which in his view, was an expression of the potential

to be influenced by witnesses through bribery; and

(iii) the conduct of the Joint Committee cast doubt on its impartiality, thereby setting the grounds
for the rejection of its Report by the House.

MIN.NO. 111/NACoPP/2018: ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Pursuant to Standing Order 255, the Member for Kiambu County, the Hon. Wamuchomba Gathoni,
MP, sought the Committee’s protection from the NTV Television Station for wrongly reporting that
she had admitted to the Committee that “we shared money in the toilets, ” thus creating the impression
that she partook in the alleged bribes. She reiterated that the correct position was that she only overhead
Jady Members conversing in the toilets that they had received and/or shared bribery money in toilets,

which she strongly condemned.

The Chairperson directed the representatives of the media house to publicly correct the error with

immediacy, failure to which appropriate sanctions would be preferred.

MIN.NO. 112/NACoPP/2018: ADJOURNMENT

The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at One O’clock. The next meeting of the Committee will be

held on the same day, Tuesday, September 25, 2018 at 1.20pm at the same venue.
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MINUTES OF THE TWENTY-FIRST MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON POWERS AND
PRIVILEGES HELD ON TUESDAY, 25™ SEPTEMBER 2018 IN COMMITTEE ROOM NO.
12, MAIN PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS AT 2.00PM

PRESENT
1. The Hon. Justin B. N. Muturi, EGH, MP - Speaker of the National Assembly/Chairperson
2. The Hon. Anthony Githiaka Kiai, MP
3. The Hon. Vincent Kipkurui Tuwei, MP
4, The Hon. Gladwell Jesire Cheruiyot, MP
5. The Hon. Marselino Malimo Arbelle, MP
6. The Hon. Jude L. Kangethe Njomo, MP
7. The Hon. Peter Mungai Mwathi, MP
8. The Hon. Omar Mwinyi Shimbwa, MP
9. The Hon. Vincent Kemose Mogaka, MP
10. The Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP

APOLOGIES
1. The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, MP
2. The Hon. Danson Mwakuwona Mwashako, MP
3. The Hon. Beatrice Pauline Cherono Kones, MP
4. The Hon. James Mathew Onyango K’ Oyoo, MP (recused)
5. The Hon. Cept. (Rtd.) Didmus Wekesa Barasa Mut., MP (recused)

IN ATTENDANCE
(A) WITNESSES

1. The Hon. Kipkosgei Tonui Joseph, MP- Member for Kuresoi South Constituency

2. The Hon. Fatuma Gedi, MP - Member for Kuresoi Wajir County

3. The Hon. David Gikaria, MP - Member for Nakuru Town East
(B) PARLIAMENTARY STAFF

1. Mr. Kipkemoi arap Kirui - Principal Clerk Assistant I

2. Ms. Jemimah Waigwa - Legal Counsel II

3. Mr. Benson Inzofu - Clerk Assistant III

4, Mr. Donald Manyala - Research Officer III

5. Ms. Rahab Rotumoi - Audio Officer

NACoPP, 12t Parliament 1



6. Ms. Esther Ngechu - Serjeant-at-Arms

MIN.NO. 113/NACoPP/2018: PRELIMINARIES

The Chairperson called the meeting to order at half One O’clock. He informed the meeting that the
Committee would be hearing three witnesses that were mentioned by other witnesses who made
reference to them in their submissions made before the Committee on Wednesday, September 19,
2018. The three were the Hon. Kipkosgei Joseph Tonui, MP, the Hon. Ali Fatuma Gedi, MP and the
Hon. David Gikaria, MP.

MIN.NO. 114/NACoPP/2018: ADOPTION OF AGENDA
The Chairperson took the Members through the proposed agenda for the meeting. The Committee

adopted the proposed agenda unanimously and agreed to subject to defer Confirmation of Minutes and

Matters Arising to another meeting.

MIN.NO. 115/NACoPP/2018: INQUIRY INTO ALLEGATIONS OF BRIBERY

1. Submissions by the Hon. Kipkosgei Joseph Tonui, MP

The Chairperson informed the witness that he had been invited following a claim by the Hon. Makokha
Geoffrey Odanga, MP when he appeared before the Committee on September 19, 2018. The Hon.
Odanga had claimed that the witness approached him to go to the Members’ Lounge to receive his

share of Ksh. 20,000.00 as a bribe to vote against the Sugar Report.
Submitting on oath, the witness informed the Committee that —

() he does not know the Hon. Odanga in person and that they had not had prior interactions since

they shared no common interests. He was shocked that the Member had mentioned him in his

evidence;

(ii) he never had lunch with the Hon. Odanga and that he was never requested by Hon. Odanga to

collect his bribe from the Members’ Lounge as alleged; and

(iii) he voted against the Sugar Report because he believed it was shoddy, not on basis of external

influence.
2. Submissions by the Hon. Ali Fatuma Gedi, MP

The Chairperson welcomed the witness to the Committee and informed her that she had been invited
to clarify allegations made against her by the Hon. Capt. (Rtd.) Didmus Wekesa Barasa, MP. In his
evidence to the Committee on Wednesday, September 19, 2018, the Hon. Barasa alleged that the Hon.
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Gedi attempted to bribe him with Ksh. 10,000 to reject the Sugar Report. He repulsed the advance,
which was witnessed by the Hon. Maj. (Rtd.) John Waluke Koi, MP.

The witness submitted as follows on oath —

0]

(i)

(ii)

(iv)

V)

(v)

she never bribed any Member of the House and it was unfortunate that the Hon. Barasa could
imagine that an honourable Member of Parliament would be bribed with Ksh. 10,000. She

stressed that her Islamic faith does not permit her to engage in bribery;

she does not know the Hon. Barasa personally and has never sat next to him or the Hon.
Waluke in the Chamber as alleged. It was also impractical for her to have singly bribed

Members in the Chamber, the toilets and lobbies at the same time as alleged;

even though the immediate former Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Industry, Trade and
Cooperatives hails from her neighbouring County of Mandera, she had no personal interest to

shield him from being implicated in the importation of illegal and contaminated sugar;

she voted against the Sugar Report because of two reasons. First, the recommendations
seemed to lay blame on Cabinet Secretaries instead of placing the responsibility on the Kenya
Bureau of Standards, which is responsible for enforcing quality and safety standards of goods
imported into the country. Secondly, the Joint Committee failed to unearth the cartels involved

in illegal importation of sugar or ascertain if the sugar was safe for human consumption;

while at the Members’ Lounge and in the Chamber, she persuaded and lobbied several
Members who agreed with her position to reject the Report but never used monetary
inducements. Some Members agreed with her while others took a contrary position. Hon.

Barasa was not among those she attempted to persuade; and

the claim by the Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba of having hearc that she was the one bribing
Members was untrue. The allegations were founded on personal vendetta because Hon.

Wamuchomba had lost her bid to be elected as the Chairperson of Caucus 47.

3. Submissions by the Hon. David Gikaria, MP

The Chairperson informed the witness that, while giving evidence to the Committee on September 19,

2018, the Member for Naivasha Constituency, the Hon. Kihara Jayne Wanjiru, MP alleged that he had

approached her with the intention of influencing her to vote in a certain manner against the Sugar

Report. She added that the Hon. Gikaria was reportedly mobilizing Members of the National Assembly

from Nakuru County to reject the Report. Hence, the Committee invited him as a witness to clarify

the claims and volunteer any evidence in his possession on the matter.
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Upon administration of oath, the witness submitted that —

@

(i1)

(iif)

(iv)

v)

(vi)

(vii)

he was concerned that the image of the National Assembly was in disrepute due to the
allegations of bribery intended to influence Members to vote in a particular manner and it

was important to take action to protect it from further shame;

his interest in the matter of alleged importation of illegal and contaminated sugar in the
country was based on the fact that two of the stores allegedly suspected to have had
contaminated sugar were in his constituency. He was therefore keen to be enjoined in
process of investigating the claims so as to save his constituents and the rest of the citizenry

from possibly consuming contaminated sugar;

Members of Parliament from Nakuru County had an official forum that acts as a platform
for deliberating issues of concern to the county and lobbying one another to take a common

position on any matter under consideration by the House, where necessary;

the Forum had neither deliberated on the Joint Report on alleged importation of illegal and
contaminated sugar into the country nor agreed on a common position on the matter when it

came for consideration by the House;

it is only the Forum’s Chairperson that acts as the spokesperson. He was not the Chairperson,
hence the allegation by the Hon. Jayne Kihara, MP that he was communicating the position
of the forum and lobbying Members from the County to vote in a particular manner were

untrue;

he opposed the Joint Report because he was not persuaded that its contents and
recommendations had sufficiently addressed the concerns he had on the matter of
contaminated sugar in the country. He did no act under the influence of anyone except in the

best interest of his constituents;

he found no reason why the Executive would have wished to influence rejection of the Joint
Report on account of recommending that implicated Cabinet Secretaries take personal
responsibility, since H.E. the President had clearly maintained that any member of the

Cabinet would take personal responsibility for any ills they commit;

(viii) the Jubilee Party had not convened any Parliamentary Group meeting to discuss and agree

to vote in a particular manner on the Sugar Report. The claim by Hon. Jayne Kihara that he
was acting on instructions by the Leader of the Majority Party to lobby Members to reject
the Report were false; and
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(ix) he shared his objections for adoption of the Joint Report with the Members that he had an
opportunity to discuss the matter with and attempted to obtain their support. He has no
recollection that the Hon. Jayne Kihara, MP, was among the Members with whom he

discussed the matter.

MIN.NO. 116/NACoPP/2018: ADJOURNMENT

The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at twenty minutes past two O’clock. The next meeting of the
Committee will be held on Wednesday, October 3, 2018 at 11.00am at the same venue.
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MINUTES OF THE TWENTY-SECOND MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF POWERS
AND PRIVILEGES HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 38° OCTOBER 2018 IN COMMITTEE ROOM
NO. 12, MAIN PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS AT 11.00 AM

PRESENT

e B Ea B e s R

The Hon. Justin B. N. Muturi, EGH, MP - Speaker of the National Assembly/Chairperson
The Hon. Anthony Githiaka Kiai, MP

The Hon. Gladwell Jesire Cheruiyot, MP

The Hon. Marselino Malimo Arbelle, MP

The Hon. Jude L. Kangethe Njomo, MP

The Hon. Peter Mungai Mwathi, MP

The Hon. Omar Mwinyi Shimbwa, MP

The Hon. Beatrice Pauline Cherono Kones, MP

The Hon. Danson Mwakuwona Mwashako, MP

APOLOGIES

L.

The Hon. Vincent Kipkurui Tuwei, MP

2. The Hon. Vincent Kemose Mogaka, MP
3. The Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP
4. The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, MP
5. The Hon. James Mathew Onyango K’ Oyoo, MP (recused)
6. The Hon. Capt. (Rtd.) Didmus Wekesa Barasa Mutua, MP (recused)
IN ATTENDANCE
(A) WITNESSES
— The Hon. Wachira Rahab Mukami, MP - County Woman Representative for Nyeri County
(B) PARLIAMENTARY STAFF
1. Mr. Michael Karuru - Deputy Director, Legal Services
2. Ms. Jemimah Waigwa - Legal Counsel II
3. Mr. Benson Inzofu - Clerk Assistant III
4, Mr. Donald Manyala - Research Officer I11
5. Mr. Josphat Bundotich - Senior Sergeant-at-Arms
6. Mr. James Macharia - Media Relations Officer
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7. Ms. Rahab Chepkilim - Audio Officer
8. Ms. Esther Ngechu - Sergeant-at-Arms

MIN.NO. 117/NACoPP/2018: PRELIMINARIES

The Chairperson called the meeting to order at twenty minutes past Ten O’clock and invited the Hon.
Gladwell Jesire, MP to say the prayers. He informed the Members that the purpose of the meeting was
to hear submissions from the last witness, Hon. Wachira Rahab Mukami, MP, on the matter of alleged
bribery of Members during the consideration of the Report of the Joint Committee of Agriculture and
Livestock and Trade, Industry and Cooperatives on alleged importation of illegal and contaminated

sugar into the country.

MIN.NO. 118/NACoPP/2018: ADOPTION OF AGENDA

The Committee unanimously adopted the proposed agenda and agreed to defer Confirmation of

Minutes of previous meetings and consideration of Matters Arising.

MIN.NO. 119/NACoPP/2018: INQUIRY INTO ALLEGATIONS OF BRIBERY
Submission by the Hon. Wachira Rahab Mukami, MP

The Chairperson welcomed the Hon. Mukami to the meeting and informed her that the Committee had
invited her as a witness to assist it in its investigation into allegations of bribery of Members. Pursuant
to section 20(a) of the Parliamentary Powers and Privileges Act, 2017, an oath was administered to the

witness.

The Chairperson read out to the witness an excerpt from the Standard Newspaper of Friday, August
10, 2018 under the heading ‘Poison Sugar Report Shot Down Amid Bribery Claims Compromise’

containing a statement attributed to the witness. It read as follows —
“.. one of the MPs retorted “What is wrong with us getting our share? I am going.

This promoted more jeering from Nyeri Woman Representative Rahab Mukami who said!

“Shame! Shame!” This is bad.”

The witness was referred to another excerpt attributed to her in the Standard Newspaper of Saturday,
August 11,2018 under the heading “How Your MPs was bought for a Seng on Day of High Drama”

“Shame, how do you get Shs. 20, 000 yet you earn a million? This is really bad, lashed Odanga
even as two other MPs rushed by him. “What is wrong with us getting our share?” another

fumed back.

“Shame! Shame!” This is bad shouted back Mukami.”
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The Chairperson also informed the witness of the testimony by the County Woman Representative for

Kiambu County, the Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba, MP in which she averred that on the material day,

she was in the company of the Hon. Mukami in the restaurant and hence she was privy to the allegations

of bribery the Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba had made in her statement to the media.

The Member submitted to the Committee that —

()

(i1)

(iif)

(iv)

(vi)

(vii)

on Thursday, 9% August, 2018 being the date the Report of the Joint Committee on Agriculture
and Trade was being considered by the House, she was never in the company of the Hon.

Wamuchomba in the restaurant, the Chamber or adjoining facilities;

that she had lunch with the Member for Dagoretti North, the Hon. Simba Arati, MP, as they
canvassed how to contribute to the debate on the Report in the House, since both of them were
Members of the Joint Committee that conducted the inquiry into alleged importation of illegal

and contaminated sugar into the country;

that on the particular day, she noticed unusual movements in the restaurant and lounges before

the House convened for the afternoon Sitting;

that she observed the County Woman Representative for Wajir County, the Hon. Fatuma
Gedi, MP, was unusually walking in to, out of and around the Chamber at the time of

consideration of the Joint Committee Report;

she was keen on getting to the bottom of the bribery claims since a number of supermarkets
in Nyeri County had been identified as having stocked alleged contaminated sugar, which

would expose residents to cancerous toxins in the sugar;

she was part of the Membership of J oint Committee that investigated the matter and she was
persuaded that the Committee’s findings were evidence-based and the recommendations

thereof were objective;

the Joint Committee visited sugar godowns in Mombasa and observed that the handling of
sugar was unhygienic. This observation was corroborated by reports from the Government
Chemist and Kenya Bureau of Standards which confirmed that the sugar was indeed

contaminated;

(viii) the Cabinet Secretaries adversely mentioned in the recommendations of the Committee were
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not targeted on malice as alleged by the Hon. Fatuma Gedi. The Committee recommended
sanctions against them based on the evidence, which linked them to action and/or inaction

that allowed importation of contaminated sugar into the country;



(ix) that she felt that the Members who lobbied and voted for the rejection of the Report betrayed
the interests of the people who were at the risk of consuming contaminated sugar and instead

safeguarded vested interests of those aiding in illegal importation of contaminated sugar;

(x) she never witnessed any Member, including the Hon. Fatuma Gedi, MP, giving or receiving
bribes;
(xi) that she was never near or in the company of the Member for Matayos Constituency, the Hon.

Geoffrey Odanga, MP. Further, she could not recall hearing the Hon. Odanga mentioning that

the amount of money given to Members as bribes was Ksh. 20,000;

(xii) that the exclamation “shame, shame” attributed to her in the newspapers was in reference to
the claims of some Members having accepted to take Ksh. 20,000 to reject the Joint
Committee Report without apprising themselves with the findings that informed the

Committee’s sound recommendations;

(xiii) that she heard about the claims of bribery from the media and not a particular Member of the

House; and

(xiv) that the claim by the Member for Naivasha Cdnstituency, the Hon. Wanjiru Jayne Kihara,
MP that she was the one who informed her to go and collect her share of the bribes was untrue.

The discussion she had with the Hon. Kihara was on the contents of the Report.

The Chairperson thanked the witness for her appearance and submission and released her from the

meeting.
The Committee deliberated on the way forward on the inquiry and resolved as follows —

(i) that it conducts a site visit of the restaurant, Members’ Lounges, Chamber Lobbies and
adjoining facilities on Tuesday, October 9, 2018 at 9.00 am to enable it make a
determination of the matters under consideration; and

(i) that the Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba be invited to accompany the Committee in the site
visit to assist it locate the places she alluded to in her testimony that some Members

allegedly received bribes on the Thursday, August 9,2018.

MIN.NO. 120/NACoPP/2018: ANY OTHER BUSINESS

It was proposed that, after concluding and tabling Reports on ongoing inquiries, the Committee should
undertake comparative benchmarking visits to selected jurisdictions with established mechanisms and
structures for dealing with Members’ conduct and ethics. Parliaments of Canada, the United Kingdom,

Ireland, Australia and New Zealand were identified as possible destinations.
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MIN.NO. 121/NACoPP/2018: ADJOURNMENT

The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at half past Twelve O’clock. The next meeting of the
’ Committee will be held on Tuesday, 9" October, 2018 at 9.00 pm in the Speaker’s Boardroom, Main

Parliament Building.
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MINUTES OF THE TWENTY-THIRD MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF POWERS
AND PRIVILEGES HELD ON TUESDAY, 9TH OCTOBER 2018 IN COMMITTEE
SPEAKER’S BOARDROOM, MAIN PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS AT 9.00 AM

PRESENT

The Hon. Justin B. N. Muturi, EGH, MP - Speaker of the National Assembly/Chairperson
The Hon. Anthony Githiaka Kiai, MP

The Hon. Marselino Malimo Arbelle, MP

The Hon. Peter Mungai Mwathi, MP

The Hon. Omar Mwinyi Shimbwa, MP

The Hon. Beatrice Pauline Cherono Kones, MP

The Hon. Danson Mwakuwona Mwashako, MP

The Hon. Vincent Kemose Mogaka, MP

The Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP

M BB A N R s W b

APOLOGIES

1. The Hon. Gladwell Jesire Cheruiyot, MP

2. The Hon. Jude L. Kangethe Njomo, MP

3. The Hon. Vincent Kipkurui Tuwei, MP

4. The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, MP

5. The Hon. James Mathew Onyango K’ Oyoo, MP (recused)

6. The Hon. Capt. (Rtd.) Didmus Wekesa Barasa Mutua, MP (recused)

SECRETARIAT
1. Mr. Benson Inzofu - Clerk Assistant 11
2. Ms. Jemimah Waigwa - Legal Counsel II
3. Mr. Donald Manyala - Research Officer IlI
4, Mr. James Macharia - Media Relations Officer
5. Ms. Rahab Chepkilim - Audio Officer
6. Ms. Esther Ngechu - Sergeant-at-Arms

MIN.NO. 122/NACoPP/2018: PRELIMINARIES

The Chairperson called the meeting to order at Ten O’clock and invited the Hon. Danson

Mwakuwona Mwashako, MP to say the prayers.
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MIN.NO. 123/NACoPP/2018: ADOPTION OF AGENDA

The Committee adopted the proposed agenda was unanimously.

MIN.NO. 124/NACoPP/2018: CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS SITTINGS

The Secretariat took Members through the Minutes of previous Sittings of the Committee and the

Committee confirmed them as follows —

I

The Minutes of the Thirteenth Sitting held on Wednesday, September 5, 2018 were proposed
by the Hon. Danson Mwashako, MP, and seconded by the Hon. Anthony Kiai, MP.
Thereupon, the Committee confirmed the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the

said meeting;

The Minutes of the Fourteenth Sitting held on Friday, September 14, 2018 were proposed by
the Hon. Omar Mwinyi, MP, and seconded by the Andrew Mwadime, MP. Thereupon, the

Committee confirmed the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the said meeting;

. The Minutes of the Fifteenth Sitting held on Friday September 14, 2018 were proposed by the

Hon. Peter Mwathi, MP and seconded by the Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP. Thereupon, the

Committee confirmed the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the said meeting;

The Minutes of the Sixteenth Sitting held on Saturday, September 15, 2018 were proposed by
the Hon. Anthony Kiai, MP and seconded by the Hon. Peter Mwathi, MP. Thereupon, the

Committee confirmed the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the said meeting;

The Minutes of the Seventeenth Sitting held on Saturday, September 15, 2018 were proposed
by the Hon. Peter Mwathi, MP and seconded by the Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP.
Thereupon, the Committee confirmed the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the

said meeting.

The Minutes of the Eighteenth Sitting held on Wednesday, September 19, 2018 were
proposed by the Hon. Omar Mwinyi, MP and seconded by the Hon Anthony Kiai, MP
Thereupon, the Committee confirmed the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the
said meeting.

The Minutes of the Nineteenth Sitting held on Wednesday, September 19, 2018 were
proposed by the Hon. Peter Mwathi, MP and seconded by the Hon Andrew Mwadime, MP.
Thereupon, the Committee confirmed the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the

said meeting.
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8. The Minutes of the Twentieth Sitting held on Tuesday, September 25, 2018 were proposed by
the Hon. Omar Mwinyi, MP and seconded by the Hon Anthony Kiai, MP. Thereupon, the

Committee confirmed the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the said meeting.

9. The Minutes of the Twenty-First Sitting held on Wednesday, September 25, 2018 were
proposed by the Hon. Peter Mwathi, MP and seconded by the Hon Vincent Mogaka, MP.
Thereupon, the Committee confirmed the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the

said meeting.

10. The Minutes of the Twenty-Second Sitting held on Wednesday, October 3, 2018 were
proposed by the Hon. Anthony Kiai, MP and seconded by the Hon, Danson Mwashako, MP.
Thereupon, the Committee confirmed the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the
said meeting.

MIN.NO. 125/NACoPP/2018: MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF
PREVIOUS SITTINGS

1. Arising from Min.No. 98/NACoPP/2018 (8) in the Eighteenth Sitting regarding establishment
of a Task Force to implement the Resolutions of the Joint Retreat with Editor’s Guild, the
meeting agreed to pursue the resolution through Parliament Media Relations Department.

Action — Secretariat

2. Arising from Min.No. 111/NACoPP/2018 in the Twentieth Sitting regarding a complaint by
the Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba on alleged misreporting of her submissions made to the
Committee by Nation TV Station, it was reported that the Media House had informally stated
that the offensive snapshot the Hon. Wamuchomba presented to the Committee did not
originate from them. The Committee resolved that a letter be written to Nation TV requesting
for formal response on the matter.

Action — Secretariat

MIN.NO. 126/NACoPP/2018: SITE VISIT OF MEMBERS’ RESTAURANT, LOUNGES,
LOBBIES AND ADJOINING FACILITIES

The Chairperson informed the Committee that the Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba, MP, could not
accompany the Committee on the visit due to unavoidable personal matters. The Committee noted
her apology and resolved to defer the visit to Tuesday, October 16, 2018 at 9.00am and that the Hon.

Wamuchomba be invited to accompany the Committee on that day.

Action — Secretariat
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MIN.NO. 127/NACoPP/2018: BRIEF ON PENDING BUSINESS

The Secretariat took Members through the business pending before the Committee as follows —

1. Inquiry into alleged unethical conduct of the Member for Embakasi East Constituency,
Hon. Paul Ongili Owino, MP and the Member for Starehe Constituency, Hon. Charles

Kanyi, Njagua, MP
The Committee was informed that the Draft Report was ready and was awaiting consideration

and adoption.

2. Consideration of the complaint by the Member for Saboti Constituency, Hon. Caleb Amisi
Luyayi, MP against the Member for Kiminini Constituency, Hon. Chrisantus Wakhungu

Wamalwa, MP.
The Secretariat reported to the Committee that the complainant (Hon. Caleb Amisi, MP) was yet
to honour the undertaking he made when he appeared before the Committee to withdraw the

complaint from the Committee. He had committed to deliver the letter to the Committee by the

end of the day, Tuesday, October 9, 2018.

The Committee was notified that the Hon. Chrisantus Wamalwa had written to the Committee,

stating that they had resolved the dispute between them and the complainant. In the letter, the

Hon. Chrisantus Wamalwa sought to withdraw the matter from the Committee.

The Committee noted the brief and observed that it could only act on a withdrawal initiated by
the complainant, Hon. Caleb Amisi and not the accused. The Committee resolved that should the
Hon. Amisi fail to withdraw the complaint by the next Sitting, the Committee would proceed to

conclude the matter.
3. Inquiry into allegations of bribery in the matter of consideration of the Report of the Joint

Departmental Committee on Agriculture and Livestock and Trade, Industry and
Cooperatives on alleged importation of illegal and contaminated sugar into the country

_ The Secretariat reported that a Draft Report based on evidence obtained in the hearings had been

developed. The Committee’s findings from the planned site visit of facilities would be

incorporated once the Committee undertakes the visit.

The Committee noted the brief and proposed as follows —

(i) that the Hansard transcripts of all hearings on the matter be provided for reference
1

during consideration of the Draft Report; ‘
(ii) that the complaint by Members against two journalists from the People Daily}
Newspaper regarding an article entitled “House of Bribes” alleging bribery in theT
|
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House, be reviewed so as to determine whether the concerns by Members on the matter
could be addressed in the Committee’s Report on ongoing inquiry into allegations of

bribery relating to the Sugar Report; and

(iii) that the Committee retreats to conclude all the pending matters and table Reports
thereof in the House, as soon as the site visit of facilities linked to the allegations is

concluded.

Action — Secretariat

MIN.NO. 128/NACoPP/2018: ADJOURNMENT AND DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

And the scheduled agenda having been concluded, the Chairperson adjourned the meeting at twenty-
minutes past Eleven O’clock. The next meeting of the Committee will be held on Tuesday, October

16,2018 at 9.00 a.m. in the Speaker’s Boardroom.
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MINUTES OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF POWERS
AND PRIVILEGES HELD ON TUESDAY, 16™ OCTOBER 2018 IN THE SPEAKER’S
BOARDROOM, MAIN PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS AT 9.00 A.M

PRESENT

Ls

N o v R e

The Hon. Justin B. N. Muturi, EGH, MP - Speaker of the National Assembly/Chairperson
The Hon. Marselino Malimo Arbelle, MP

The Hon. Peter Mungai Mwathi, MP

The Hon. Omar Mwinyi Shimbwa, MP

The Hon. Vincent Kemose Mogaka, MP

The Hon. Vincent Kipkurui Tuwei, MP

The Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP

APOLOGIES

i

0 N W ok W

The Hon. Anthony Githiaka Kiai, MP

The Hon. Danson Mwakuwona Mwashako, MP

The Hon. Beatrice Pauline Cherono Kones, MP

The Hon. Gladwell Jesire Cheruiyot, MP

The Hon. Jude L. Kangethe Njomo, MP

The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, MP

The Hon. James Mathew Onyango K’ Oyoo, MP (recused)

The Hon. Capt. (Rtd.) Didmus Wekesa Barasa Mutua, MP (recused)

In-attendance

The Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba, HSC, MP - Witness
SECRETARIAT
1. Mr. Kipkemoi arap Kirui - Principal Clerk Assistant I
2. Mr. Benson Inzofu Mwale - Clerk Assistant III
3. Ms. Jemimah Waigwa - Legal Counsel II
4. Ms. Rahab Chepkilim - Audio Officer
5. Ms. Esther Ngechu - Sergeant-at-Arms
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MIN.NO. 129/NACoPP/2018: PRELIMINARIES

The Chairperson called the meeting to order at half past Nine O’clock and invited the Hon. Vincent

Kipkurui Tuwei, MP to say the prayers.

MIN.NO. 130/NACoPP/2018: ADOPTION OF AGENDA

The Committee adopted the proposed agenda unanimously.

MIN.NO. 131/NACoPP/2018: CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE TWENTY-THIRD
SITTING

The Committee confirmed the Minutes of Twenty-Third Sitting held on Tuesday, October 9, 2018 as

a true record of the proceedings. They were proposed by the Hon. Peter Mungai Mwathi, MP, and
seconded by the Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP.

MIN.NO. 132/NACoPP/2018: MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF
TWENTY-THIRD SITTING

1. Arising from Min.No.125/NACoPP/2018 (2) regarding a complaint by the Hon. Gathoni
Wamuchomba on alleged misreporting of her submissions made to the Committee by Nation
TV Station, it was reported that the Media House had responded, indicating that it aired the
proceedings live tagged: “Wamuchomba: MPs were discussing bribes given out by Fatuma
Gedi in the toilet.” The media house dissociated itself with the news reports presented to the
Committee by the Hon. Wamuchomba and clarified that it had not authored the said news

reports misquoting the Honourable Wamuchomba’s submissions to the Committee.

2. Arising from Min.No.127/NACoPP/2018 (2) regarding withdrawal of the complaint by the
Member for Saboti Constituency, Hon. Caleb Amisi Luyayi, MP, against the Member for
Kiminini Constituency, Hon. Chrisantus Wakhungu Wamalwa, MP, the meeting was informed
that both the complainant and the defendant had written to the Committee on October 9, 2018

and September 27, 2018, respectively, seeking to withdraw the matter from the Committee.

The Committee noted the withdrawal but observed that, going forward, Members should be
advised and encouraged to pursue and exhaust alternative dispute resolution mechanisms

instead of referring such complaints to the Committee.

3. Arising from Min.No.127/NACoPP/2018 (3) regarding pending business, the Committee
resolved to hold a two-day retreat in Mombasa County on 16™ and 17" November 2018 to

conclude all matters pending before it.
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MIN.NO. 133/NACoPP/2018: SITE VISIT OF FACILITIES IN THE MATTER OF THE
INQUIRY INTO ALLEGED BRIBERY OF MEMBERS

The witness, Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba, MP led the Committee on a visit of the following sites
which the witness mentioned in her submissions to the Committee on Tuesday, September 25, 2018,

to gather more evidence on claims attributable to the witness —

1. Lady Members’ facility next to the Chamber

The witness submitted that on the material day, she was at the Lady Members’ facility where
she heard members in the cubicles conversing about a purported bribery of Members to reject
the Sugar Report. She attested that she did not however see who the Members in the cubicles
were. The Chairperson requested four Members to occupy various cubicles of the facility for a
mock-conversation to ascertain whether or not the occupants of various cubicles could hear the
voices of colleagues in other cubicles and whether or not those in the facility’s lobby could

hear the voices from the three cubicles.

In buttressing her evidence adduced to the Committee on Tuesday, September 25, 2018, the
witness explained that barely do lady Members close the doors to the cubicles fully, a practice
that makes it practical for them to converse at ease from separate cubicles and this explains
how she was able to hear the conversation regarding the bribery of the Members to reject the

sugar report.

2. Members’ Restaurant

The witness took the Committee to the corner table that she occupied during the material day
as she waited to be served lunch when she noticed peculiar movements in the restaurant. She
also pointed at a table, opposite to hers, where the Hon. Rahab Mukami was seated in the
company of other Members. She clarified that, when she talked to the Hon. Mukami, other
Members who were in the latter’s company had left for the Chamber and that they spoke from

their respective tables.

The witness also pointed at the lounge on the far end of the restaurant, where some Members
were allegedly frequenting and heading back in animated discussions and excitement she could

considered quite suspicious.

MIN.NO. 134/NACoPP/2018: ADJOURNMENT AND DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
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There being no further business, the Chairperson adjourned the meeting at quarter to Ten O’clock. The ‘
next meeting of the Committee will be held on Friday, November 16, 2018 at 9.00 a.m. at a venue to

be communicated by notice.
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MINUTES OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF POWERS AND
PRIVILEGES HELD ON FRIDAY, 16™ NOVEMBER 2018 AT THE BAOBAB CONFERENE
ROOM, SERENA BEACH HOTEL, MOMBASA COUNTY AT 9.30 AM

PRESENT

1. The Hon. Justin B. N. Muturi, EGH, MP - Speaker of the National Assembly/Chairperson
2 The Hon. Vincent Kipkurui Tuwei, MP

3. The Hon. Marselino Malimo Arbelle, MP

4. The Hon. Peter Mungai Mwathi, MP

5. The Hon. Omar Mwinyi Shimbwa, MP

6. The Hon. Danson Mwakuwona Mwashako, MP

7. The Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP

APOLOGIES

1. The Hon. Anthony Githiaka Kiai, MP

9. The Hon. Beatrice Pauline Cherono Kones, MP

3. The Hon. Gladwell Jesire Cheruiyot, MP

4. The Hon. Jude L. Kangethe Njomo, MP

5. The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, MP

6. The Hon. Vincent Kemose Mogaka, MP

7. The Hon. James Mathew Onyango K’ Oyoo, MP (recused)

8. The Hon. Capt. (Rtd.) Didmus Wekesa Barasa Mutua, MP (recused)

SECRETARIAT

1. Mr. Kipkemoi Arap Kirui - Principal Clerk Assistant
2. Ms. Jemimah Waigwa - Legal Counsel II

3. Mr. Benson Inzofu - Clerk Assistant III

4. Ms. Anne Shibuko - Clerk Assistant III

5. Mr. Donald Manyala - Research Officer III

6. Mr. James Macharia - Media Relations Officer
7. Ms. Rahab Chepkilim - Audio Officer

8. Ms. Esther Ngechu - Sergeant-at-Arms
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MIN.NO. 135/NACoPP/2018: PRELIMINARIES
The Chairperson called the meeting to order at Ten O’clock and invited the Hon. Peter Mungai Mwathi,

MP, to say the prayers.

MIN.NO. 136/NACoPP/2018: ADOPTION OF AGENDA

The Committee unanimously adopted the proposed agenda.

MIN.NO. 137/NACoPP/2018: CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF TWENTY-FOURTH
SITTING

The confirmation of minutes of the Twenty-Fourth sitting was deferred.

MIN.NO. 138/NACoPP/2018: CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT REPORT ON THE
INOUIRY _INTO COMPLAINTS OF ALLEGED
UNETHICAL _CONDUCT BY THE MEMBER FOR
STAREHE CONSTITUENCY (HON. CHARLES NJAGUA
KANYI, MP AND THE MEMBER FOR EMBAKASI EAST
CONSTITUENCY (HON. PAUL OWINO ONGILI, MP)

The Secretariat presented the draft report to the Committee for consideration. The Committee reviewed

the draft report and made the following observations in light of the evidence gathered and the

circumstances of the case —

(a) that an extract of the provisions of sections 16 and 17 of the Parliamentary Powers and
Privileges Act, 2017 on conduct that constitutes breach of privilege, and determination of
breach of privilege, respectively be included in the Report as the basis for the Committee’s

observations and recommendations;
(b) that having reviewed the evidence and circumstances of the case the Committee noted that —

(i) the two Members engaged in a scuffle in public and full glare of the media at the
Parliament Media Centre, hence subjecting the dignity and integrity of the House and

its Members to adverse public disrepute;t

(ii) the scuffle between the Hon. Paul Ongili Owino and the Hon. Charles Kanyi Njagua
reflected adversely on the dignity and integrity of the National Assembly and its

Members in terms of section 16(¢) of the Parliamentary Powers and Privileges Act,

2017,

(iii) the scuffle was connected to and fueled by the then prevailing political situation in the
country at the moment arising from the contested August 2017 general elections; and

(iv) the two Members apologized to the Committee for the unethical conduct and sought

leniency
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(c) that, in view of the observations made, the Committee resolved to recommend to the House
that —

(i) pursuant to section 17(3)(b) of the Parliamentary Powers and Privileges Act, 2017,
reprimands the Hon. Paul Ongili Owino and Hon. Charles Kanyi Njagua for conducting
themselves in a manner that reflected adversely on the dignity and integrity of the National
Assembly and its Members, contrary to section 16(e) of the Parliamentary Powers and
Privileges Act, 2017; and

(ii) pursuant to section 17(3)(c) of the Parliamentary Powers and Privileges Act, 2017, orders
the Hon. Paul Ongili Owino and Hon. Charles Kanyi Njagua to apologize to the House and
the Members for conducting themselves in a manner that reflected adversely on the dignity
and integrity of the National Assembly and its Members contrary to section 16(e) of the

Parliamentary Powers and Privileges Act, 2017.

The Chairperson explained to the Members the manner in which the apology at the Bar of the House,
which was a long standing tradition across the Commonwealth, would be conducted and instructed the

Secretariat to prepare requisite precedents.

MIN.NO. 139/NACoPP/2018: CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE FINAL
REPORT ON THE INQUIRY INTO COMPLAINTS OF
ALLEGED UNETHICAL CONDUCT BY THE MEMBER
FOR STAREHE CONSTITUENCY (HON. CHARLES
NJAGUA KANYL, MP) AND THE MEMBER FOR
EMBAKASI EAST CONSTITUENCY (HON. PAUL
OWINO ONGILI, MP)

The Secretariat presented to the Committee the final version of the Final Draft Report, incorporating

the observations and recommendations of the Committee for consideration. The Committee noted the
contents of the Final Report as a true reflection of the proceedings of the Committee, its observations

and recommendations thereof.

The Members present unanimously adopted the Report, having been proposed by the Hon. Vincent
Tuwei, MP and seconded by the Hon. Marselino Arbelle, MP.

It was resolved that, upon a resolution of the House on the Report, the said resolution and a copy of

the Report shall be be sent to:

(a) the Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission for information as requested in the letter through
which the EACC filed its complaint seeking inquiry into and action for the conduct of the two

Members of Parliament and;

(b) The Petitioner, Mr. Benard Abuya Momanyi as provided for in the Standing Orders.
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MIN.NO. 140/NACoPP/2018:

The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at quarter to Two O’clock. The next meeting of the Committee

will be held on Friday, November 16, 2018 at 03.00 p.m. at the same venue.
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MINUTES OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF POWERS AND
PRIVILEGES HELD ON FRIDAY, 16™ NOVEMBER 2018 IN BAOBAB CONFERENCE
ROOM, SERENA BEACH HOTEL, MOMBASA COUNTY AT 03.00 P.M

PRESENT
1. The Hon. Justin B. N. Muturi, EGH, MP - Speaker of the National Assembly/Chairperson
The Hon. Vincent Kipkurui Tuwei, MP
The Hon. Marselino Malimo Arbelle, MP
The Hon. Peter Mungai Mwathi, MP
The Hon. Omar Mwinyi Shimbwa, MP
The Hon. Danson Mwakuwona Mwashako, MP
The Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP

N oo R w

APOLOGIES
1. The Hon. Anthony Githiaka Kiai, MP

2. The Hon. Beatrice Pauline Cherono Kones, MP

3. The Hon. Gladwell Jesire Cheruiyot, MP

4. The Hon. Jude L. Kangethe Njomo, MP

5. The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, MP

6. The Hon. Vincent Kemose Mogaka, MP

7. The Hon. James Mathew Onyango K’ Oyoo, MP (recused)

8. The Hon. Capt. (Rtd.) Didmus Wekesa Barasa Mutua, MP (recused)
SECRETARIAT

1. Mr. Kipkemoi arap Kirui - Principal Clerk Assistant

2. Ms. Jemimah Waigwa - Legal Counsel II

3. Mr. Benson Inzofu - Clerk Assistant III

4. Ms. Anne Shibuko - Clerk Assistant IIT

5. Mr. Donald Manyala - Research Officer III

6. Mr. James Macharia - Media Relations Officer

7. Ms. Rahab Chepkilim - Audio Officer

8. Ms. Esther Ngechu - Sergeant-at-Arms
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MIN.NO. 141/NACoPP/2018: PRELIMINARIES

The Chairperson called the meeting to order at five minutes past three O’clock and invited the Hon.

Vincent Tuwei, MP, to say the prayers.

MIN.NO. 142/NACoPP/2018: ADOPTION OF AGENDA

The Committee unanimously adopted the proposed agenda.

MIN.NO. 143/NACoPP/2018: CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS SITTINGS

The confirmation of minutes of the previous sittings was deferred.

MIN.NQ. 144/NACoPP/2018: CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT REPORT ON THE
INQUIRY INTO ALLEGED BRIBERY OF MEMBERS AT
THE TIME OF THE CONSIDERATION OF THE JOINT
REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE __AND LIVESTOCK _AND _THE
DEPARTMENTAL _ COMMITTEE ON__ TRADE,
INDUSTRY _AND COOPERATIVES ON_ALLEGED
IMPORTATION OF ILLEGAL AND CONTAMINATED
SUGAR INTO THE COUNTRY

The Secretariat presented to the Committee a draft Report, detailing a background of the law pertaining
to conduct, disciplinary process and sanction for breach of the Codes of Conduct by Members of
Parliament; summary of hearing as recorded in minutes of relevant sittings; and the Hansard transcripts

of oral evidence adduced by witnesses during their appearance.

The Committee reviewed the draft Report in light of the oral submissions made by witnesses as
recorded in minutes of the relevant sittings of the Committee and the Hansard transcripts of the said
proceedings and made the following observations:

(1) That there might have been bribery of some Members of the National Assembly to reject the

Report on the importation of alleged illegal and contaminated sugar into the country;

(2) That there were various contradictions and inconsistencies in the sworn statements made by
the witnesses as follows —

(a) whereas Hon. Didmus Barasa stated that the Hon. Fatuma Gedi offered him a bribe
within the plenary chamber, the Hon. Fatuma Gedi denied by stating that she had never
had any interactions before with Hon. Didmus Barasa and only knew him through the
media when he made the allegations against her;

(b) whereas Hon. Didmus Barasa stated that Hon. John Waluke witnessed Hon. Fatuma
Gedi attempting to bribe him, Hon. John Waluke denied the allegations by stating that
he did not see any exchange of money in the House and that indeed they do not even sit

on the same side of the aisle;
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(c) whereas Hon. Geoffrey Odanga, stated that the Hon. Joseph Tonui had informed him
that Kshs. 20,000 was being given out to Members, Hon. Joseph Tonui claimed that he
did not know the Hon. Geoffrey Odanga in person and they had not had prior
interactions since they shared no common interests;

(d) whereas Hon. Jayne Kihara stated that she was approached by Hon. David Gikaria who
was mobilizing the Nakuru County Members to vote in a certain way, Hon. David
Gikaria stated that he had no recollection that the Hon. Jayne Kihara was among
members with whom he discussed the matter;

(e) whereas Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba stated that she was sharing a table with Hon.
Rahab Mukami when she noticed unusual movements among Members in the lounges
and lobbies before the sitting in which the sugar report was considered, the Hon. Rahab
Mukami stated she did not share a table with Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba; and

(f) whereas Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba stated that she neither saw the Hon. Fatuma Gedi
giving bribes and she only picked the bribery claims from conversations among other
Members, Hon. Fatuma Gedi stated that the claim by the Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba
of having heard that she was the one bribing Members was untrue and was founded on
personal vendetta arising from her defeating Hon. Gathoni Wamuchomba for the
position of Chairperson of Caucus 47.

That the CCTV cameras did not cover the Members’ dining lounges in the New Wing and

the ablution facilities where the bribery was alleged to have taken place when the House was

considering the Sugar Report;

That the witnesses denied having received any bribe or seen any Member being bribed save

for some of the witnesses alluding to the fact that there were reports based on discussions

among Members of alleged bribery during the consideration of the Sugar Report;

That some of the witnesses averred that, it was either through discussion with other Members

or from what they heard that a female Member, with whom others identified her as Hon.

Fatuma Gedi, who may have been involved in bribing the Members to reject the Sugar

Report;

That none of the witnesses testified having seen the Hon. Fatuma Gedi or any other Member

bribing or receiving any bribe to reject the Sugar Report;

That a majority of the witnesses stated having heard from discussions among Members that

the bribes were being offered in blue envelopes of Kshs 10,000 and Kshs. 20,000;

That some of the witnesses claimed that Members of the Joint Committee that investigated

the importation of alleged illegal and contaminated sugar into the country engaged in
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improper conduct. However, none of them tabled any evidence on the alleged improper

conduct;

(9) That the issue under consideration by the Committee of Powers and Privileges was the
alleged bribery of Members during the consideration of the Sugar Report and not the
proceedings of the Joint Committee investigating the alleged importation of illegal and

contaminated sugar into the country;

(10) That some of the witnesses from sugar producing areas had made their assertions to the
media of the alleged bribery of Members to reject the Sugar Report based on unsubstantiated

reports that some Members had been bribed; and

(11) That, from the Committee’s visit of the ablution facility, which the Hon. Gathoni
Wamuchomba had mentioned in her submissions, the Committee established that it was not
possible for a person to hear conversations among occupants of various cubicles when the
doors are closed. However, the witness claimed that it was possible when doors were

partially closed;

(12) Based on the oral submissions by the witnesses, it is apparent that some Members may have

been involved in some forms of impropriety;

(13) In light of paragraph (12) above, there was therefore a possible breach of privilege and
breach of the Code of Conduct by some Members in terms of section 16 of the Parliamentary

Powers and Privileges Act, 2017, which is within the ambit of the criminal law; and

(14) The Committee also reviewed the footage of the House proceedings of Thursday, 9 August,
2018 recorded by the Parliamentary Broadcasting Unit to ascertain the claims made by the
Hon. Didmus Barasa, MP that there was exchange of envelopes allegedly containing bribes
in the chamber during the said plenary sitting. It established that there was nothing untoward
or any exchange of envelopes and/or money in the Chamber as claimed by the Hon. Didmus

Barasa;

The Committee resolved to recommend to the House that the Directorate of Criminal Investigations
and the Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission further investigates the matter and thereafter an
appropriate action taken. The Committee also tasked the secretariat to incorporate its observations and

recommendations in the final report for consideration and adoption in the next sitting.

MIN.NO. 145NACoPP/2018: ADJOURNMENT AND DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
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The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at quarter to Seven O’clock. The next meeting of the

Committee will be held on Saturday, November 17, 2018 at 09.30 a.m. at the same venue.
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MINUTES OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF POWERS
AND PRIVILEGES HELD ON SATURDAY, 17TH NOVEMBER 2018 AT SERENA HOTEL,
MOMBASA AT 9.30 A.M

PRESENT
1. The Hon. Justin B. N. Muturi, EGH, MP - Speaker of the National Assembly/Chairperson
The Hon. Vincent Kipkurui Tuwei, MP
The Hon. Marselino Malimo Arbelle, MP
The Hon. Peter Mungai Mwathi, MP
The Hon. Omar Mwinyi Shimbwa, MP
The Hon. Danson Mwakuwona Mwashako, MP
The Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP

A A e

APOLOGIES
1. The Hon. Anthony Githiaka Kiai, MP
2. The Hon. Beatrice Pauline Cherono Kones, MP
3. The Hon. Gladwell Jesire Cheruiyot, MP
4. The Hon. Jude L. Kangethe Njomo, MP
5. The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, MP
6. The Hon. Vincent Kemose Mogaka, MP
7. The Hon. James Mathew Onyango K’ Oyoo, MP (recused)
8. The Hon. Capt. (Rtd.) Didmus Wekesa Barasa Mutua, MP (recused)

SECRETARIAT
1. Mr. Kipkemoi arap Kirui - Principal Clerk Assistant
2. Ms. Jemimah Waigwa - Legal Counsel I1
3. Mr. Benson Inzofu - Clerk Assistant I1I
4. Ms. Anne Shibuko - Clerk Assistant II1
5. Mr. Donald Manyala - Research Officer II1
6. Mr. James Macharia - Media Relations Officer
7. Ms. Rahab Chepkilim - Audio Officer
8. Ms. Esther Ngechu - Sergeant-at-Arms
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MIN.NO. 146/NACoPP/2018: PRELIMINARIES
The Chairperson called the meeting to order at half past Nine O’clock and invited the Omar Mwinyi,

MP, to say the prayers.

MIN.NO. 147/NACoPP/2018: ADOPTION OF AGENDA

The Committee unanimously adopted the proposed agenda.

MIN.NO. 148/NACoPP/2018: CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS SITTINGS

The confirmation of minutes of the previous sittings was deferred.

MIN.NO. 149/NACoPP/2018: CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE FINAL
REPORT ON THE INQUIRY INTO ALLEGED BRIBERY

OF MEMBERS AT THE TIME _OF _THE

CONSIDERATION OF THE JOINT REPORT ON THE

DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

AND LIVESTOCK AND THE DEPARTMENTAL

COMMITTEE __ ON TRADE, INDUSTRY AND

COOPERATIVES ON ALLEGED IMPORTATION OF

ILLEGAL AND CONTAMINATED SUGAR INTO THE

COUNTRY

The Secretariat presented to the Committee the final Report, incorporating the Committee's

observations and recommendations made during consideration of the draft Report.

The Chairperson and the Committee were satisfied that Final Report truly reflected the proceedings of
the Committee and that its observations and recommendations had been fully incorporated.
Consequently, the Members present unanimously adopted the Committee’s Report, having been

proposed by the Hon. Danson Mwashako, MP and seconded by the Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP.

The Committee resolved that, upon a resolution of the House on the Report, a copy of the Report
adopted by the House would be sent to the Directorate of Criminal Investigation; and the Ethics and

Anti-Corruption Commission for further investigations and appropriate action.

MIN.NO. 150/NACoPP/2018: ADJOURNMENT AND DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at half past Twelve O’clock. The next meeting of the
Committee will be held on Saturday, November 17,2018 at 2.00 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF POWERS
AND PRIVILEGES HELD ON SATURDAY, 17™ NOVEMBER 2018 AT THE BAOBAB
CONFERENCE ROOM, SERENA BEACH HOTEL, MOMBASA COUNTY AT 2.30 P.M

PRESENT

1.

=Sy o B R

The Hon. Justin B. N. Muturi, EGH, MP - Speaker of the National Assembly/Chairperson
The Hon. Vincent Kipkurui Tuwei, MP

The Hon. Marselino Malimo Arbelle, MP

The Hon. Peter Mungai Mwathi, MP

The Hon. Omar Mwinyi Shimbwa, MP

The Hon. Danson Mwakuwona Mwashako, MP

The Hon. Andrew Mwadime, MP

APOLOGIES

1:

The Hon. Anthony Githiaka Kiai, MP

2. The Hon. Beatrice Pauline Cherono Kones, MP

3. The Hon. Gladwell Jesire Cheruiyot, MP

4. The Hon. Jude L. Kangethe Njomo, MP

5. The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, MP

6. The Hon. Vincent Kemose Mogaka, MP

7. The Hon. James Mathew Onyango K’ Oyoo, MP (recused)

8. The Hon. Capt. (Rtd.) Didmus Wekesa Barasa Mutua, MP (recused)
SECRETARIAT

1. Mr. Kipkemoi arap Kirui - Principal Clerk Assistant

2. Ms. Jemimah Waigwa - Legal Counsel II

3. Mr. Benson Inzofu - Clerk Assistant III

4. Ms. Anne Shibuko - Clerk Assistant III

5. Mr. Donald Manyala - Research Officer III

6. Mr. James Macharia - Media Relations Officer

7. Ms. Rahab Chepkilim - Audio Officer

8. Ms. Esther Ngechu - Sergeant-at-Arms
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MIN.NO. 151/NACoPP/2018: PRELIMINARIES
The Chairperson called the meeting to order at half past Two O’clock and invited the Hon. Andrew

Mwadime, MP, to say the prayers.

MIN.NO. 152/NACoPP/2018: ADOPTION OF AGENDA

The Committee unanimously adopted the proposed agenda.

MIN.NO. 153/NACoPP/2018: CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS SITTINGS

Members read through and confirmed the Minutes of the previous Sittings of the Committee, as follows

1. Minutes of the Twenty Fourth Sitting held on Tuesday, October 16, 2018 were proposed by the
Hon. Marselino Arbelle and seconded by the Hon. Peter Mwathi. Thereupon, the Committee

confirmed the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the said meeting;

2. Minutes of the Twenty Fifth Sitting held on Friday, November 16, 2018 were proposed by the
Hon. Danson Mwashako and seconded by the Hon. Omar Mwinyi. Thereupon, the Committee

confirmed the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the said meeting;

3. Minutes of the Twenty Sixth Sitting held on Friday, November 16, 2018 were proposed by the
Hon. Andrew Mwadime and seconded by the Hon. Vincent Tuwei. Thereupon, the Committee

confirmed the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the said meeting; and

4. Minutes of the Twenty Seventh Sitting held on Saturday, November 17, 2018 were proposed by
the Hon. Peter Mwathi and seconded by the Hon. Omar Mwinyi. Thereupon, the Committee

confirmed the Minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the said meeting.

MIN.NO. 154/NACoPP/2018: MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF
PREVIOUS SITTINGS

There were no matters arising.

MIN.NO. 155/NACoPP/2018: WAY FORWARD ON CONCLUDED INQUIRIES

The Committee was informed that Reports on its inquiries into alleged unethical conduct of  the
Member for Embakasi East Constituency and the Member for Starehe Constituency and that on alleged
bribery of some Members to reject the Report on importation of alleged illegal and contaminated sugar
into the country had been adopted and were ready for tabling in the House. The Committee resolved

that the two Reports be laid on the Table of the House on Tuesday, November 20, 2018 alongside
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Notices of Motions for their adoption by the House. The Secretariat was tasked to facilitate the process

and prepare relevant documentations.
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