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I.O INTRODUCTION

Improvement of housinrl tbr the countrv's population has been the concern of the
Government since independence. This concern has been int'lLrenced bv the thct that *ell
planned housing and infiastructure of acceptable standards and aflbrdable cosr \\hen
combined with essential serv,ices affords dienitv. securirv and privacv to the individual. the
thmilv and the communitv as a whole Besides this social tunction- hor.rsinq is also an
investment good contriburtinq both directlv and indirectly to employmelt qenera-tion. raisin,,
of incomes, improved health and increasecl productivit'u'of the labour tbrce

In recoqnition of these important ti.rnctions of housinq. the Government's lonq term
objective has been to move towards a situation rvhere even,individual or tamilv [res in
decent aflordable housing whether publiclv or privatelv deyeloped to meer the necessan.
requirements of securitv. health and privacv

The development of housinq and related facilities- hor.ver,,er. entails the utilization of scarce
resources such as land. buildinq materials. labour and t'inance Eflcient utilization of these
scarce resources requires the fbrmulation of an effectiv'e housing policv that sets gut
objectives and guideline-s tbr all the actors in the entire housing delirerr' :;r..t., H.*erer.
such a policv must be continuousll' ntonitored. evaluated and rerised as and u,hen necessarv
if it is to be kept in line with changing circumstances.

The tlrst comprehensive Housins Policv tbr Kenva vr,as enunciated in lg6bt6l as Sessional
Paper No.5. At that time Kenva's population \!as.just ol'er 9 nrillion people !.{rowips ar a
rate of 3 percent fbr the rvhole countrv and 5-6 percent in the urban areas. The annual
housing requirements then riere 7.600 and -18.000 nevr,'units in both urban ancl rural .reas
respectively. ercludins the need tbr upuradinq arr<j replacement of housins l'he policv
directed the Gov'ernment "to provide the maxinrum nrrmber of people ri,ith adequ:rte
shelter and a healthy environment at the lowest possible cost".

The policv encouraqed the raisinq of flnance fbr housinq developnrenr thnrush aided selt:
help and cooperative eflbrts. Enhanced co-ordination 

-*u, 
also emphasize"d to increase

efliciencv inproqrammes and projects preparation Other areas adclressed br. the 196b,,67
paper were increased research in locallv ar,ailable bLrilding nraterials anci constructiorr
techniques. [n the case of civil servants housinq. prioritv was giv.en to home olrnership
schemes in urban areas as well as institutional and pooi housins schenres in remote stations

Although a c0nsiderable volume of housinq constnrction has been realized since the
1966167 Policy. the demand tbr housing still far outstrips supplv Hirrh rate of urbanization.
increasing poverty and escalation of housin-q costs and prices har,,e made the proi,ision of
housing infrastructure and comnrunitv facilities one of the most important challenses in the
socio-economic development of the countn'
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