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-, MPspa^sspublic
participation
Bitl,years later
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> The Bill progrses principles
and genenrl guidelines for con-
ducting public part icipation.

> lt covers all aspects of govern-
ance, including budget making
and implementation of projects.

rFhe Natlonal Assembly has

I passed the Publlc Partici-
I patlon Bill (Nattonal As-

f sembly Blll No. u ot zox),
I which seeks to put ln place

a framework fortheconduct of public
participatlon.

If assented to, it will set out how
the public partlcipation process will
be conducted going forward, with the

The Bill. which was considered by
National Assembly's Departmental
Commlttee on Justice and Legd Af-
fairs (JLAC) also proposes principles

and general guidelines for conduct-
ing public participation and identi-
fies the authorlties responsible for
organising the same.

The Bill seeks to define the term
*public participation- using the scope
of application of the nationd values
and principles of govern ance because
the Constitution does not. desplte its
usaSe in nrious Articles.

The provislons of the Btll will apply
to the responsible authorltles and the
public wlth respect to publlc partici-
pation but wlll not apply to prlvrte ln-
dividudsorentitles that do not make
or implement public pollcy decisions
since ltwould interfere with theirpri-
rracy and autonomy.

The Bill coverc all aspects of gov-
ernance, including budget mdring
and the formulation and implemen-
tation of government projects and
prograrnmes.

-Similar to participation in elec-
tions, public participation is a clvic
responsibility which helps sustain
and expand our democracy. There-

fore, any form of' financial facilita-
tion for attendance of members of the
public is discouraged because it. nray
undermine genui ne part icipation, re-
sult in skewed outcomes and create
inequality," the J LAC report states.

ln planning for public participa-
tion exercises, re.sponsible author.i-
ties are expected to adhere to the
principles of public flnance, including
prudent use of resources.

This has paved the way for its en-
actment. which is considered critical
ln terms of better citizen engagement
in public governance.

i{ responsible authorlty under-
taking a public participation exercise
under this Act shall be guided by the
principles that The Public Particlpa-
tion Bill, 2025 espouses. Public par-
ticipation may be conducted through
written submlsslons, oral hearings,
online forums or eny other method
deemed appropriate to the context,-
the Bill states.

It also prwldes that the publlc shall
be accorded a rcasonable chance to
clrpness thclr vicurs: the scope, depth
and duration of a publlc partlcipe-
tion exerrise shall be comnensurate
with the complerdty, significance and
potenUd impact of the matter under
consideration and publlc Fesounces
shell be uscd ln a prudent and respon-
sible manner.

The Bill has dso provided for who
the rcsponsible authorities entail.

In the case of Parliament, the Clerk
of the rele,vant House, forJudictary it
will be the Chief Reglstrar of the Ju-

Ap\,,;rrtrtil ihilo, il ;rrr1;

cji:,0Cl€tl with Clrtythincl in

iltis cotrltr.;r, Freoprlrj' will

_/r/st rui;h Io LorJrl ro qet
)rder,; tcr :;toP onythinq
on the bo;is of public
ptrrt ici0o tirtn,"

h. fryq Dcputy Lerdcr of MrJorfty Ptrty

diciary. Attorney-General, in the case
of the Office of the Dircctor of Public
Prosecutions (ODPP) tt will b€ Dpp
and for State Department it will be
the releyant Principal Secretary.

For a Constitutional Commisslon
or an Independent Offfce, the Secre-
tary or the Chief Executive Officer
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will repre.sent, Executrve Officer for
a State corporation, Clerk in case tif
county as.sembly and governor for a

county executive.
It ha.s been passed at a tinre of

growing debates over the rnanner in
which government institutions like
Parliament, county assemblies, con-
stitutir-rnal commissions and other
public entities can engage Kenyans
better.

The Bill was co-sponsored by
Rarieda MP Otiende Amollo and
his Ainabkoi counterpart Samuel
Chepkongla. who.sought to provide
a clear legal framework to guide pub-
lic participation in governance and
decision making across government
entities.

Deputy Leader of Majority Owen
Baya said the country has, for many
years, yearned for a pubUc participa-
tion Blll, with issues on publlc par-
ticipation left to be deliberated and
adjudlcated W courts most tlmes.

Accodlngto Baya" manygood pro-
jects and initiatirres have gone under
because of lack of public partlclpa-
tlon.

'We harrc lost quite a lot as a coun-
try from zOfO. Parliament nevcr gave
a law since the Constitutlon was en-
acted. Therefore. therr was arbltrary
abuseof the issues of public partlcipa-
tion. Any small thirU; if you disagree
wlth anythlrry, people witl just rush to
court to get orders to stop anything
on the basis of public particlpatlon,"
Baya said.
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I mandate going to varlous public enti-I ties to avoid over-legislation.
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Pursuant to sectlon 126 of the Public Finance Management Act, 2012, the County
Gowrnment of ryygn,_!^F $t p*r.rs of preparlng thd Annual Development PIa; fo;
Financiaf Year 2O21f2028. Further, this is in line w-ith Article l0[2J and ZZO(2] of thi
Constitution of ["-111, ?0!0 and- sections 6[6J, 8Z 106 [ ) and li50] of th'e'County
Government Act, 2012, that calls for opennesC, accountabilltv and pubiii oarticloation in
planning and develop.me.nt matters. The Annual Development irtan witl info'im the-prolects
and programlngs to be. [nplemented ln FY 2027n02b whhh must be altgnea v!'iifr tne
Nyerl Cou nty I ntegrated Deve lopment Plan-C I D P (ZOZ}-ZO1[.

ln view of this, the County Treasury, through thls notlce, lnvltes members of the publlc,
interested partles and all other stakeholders for public hearings and consultatlbns to
lnform formulation of the Annual Development Plan for the FV-2027/2O28. The Publlc
gngagemel!^fopm t-tfll^tlttt plqge^at the llyrl qdtml C.ntn, Nyeri Central onTrrdrn 25t Arftrlt aflB from g,mrm to l.ilopm.
You ma.y glso. submit_your..vvrlttsn msmotanda on the seme through the smail
economicplanningnyerl@gmail.com to reach the ffice of the County Exec-utiw Member
for Finance. Economic Planning and ICT bry close of businells on llix*pal iu1r.t?fil& Further tnere will ce a vlrtrrl tbnrn on tlrnrdry, Z7o- luryrlclM horn
amPm 9! an onllne platfurm to be oommunlcatd prlor da th Countyilebstte and other
soclal platforms to ensure inclusivlty and enhanco darflclpaflon.
The Nyerl.Cgrnty lntegrated Oevelopmont Plan-CIDP 12O23-2O2fl whlch is the refersnce
document is avallable on the courfi website: httis://www.nyeri.go,ke/nyeri*outnty-
ctdp-tti-2023-202h2/

Thank you.
Sincerelyr r \

Robert Thuo Mwangi
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NYERI COUNTY ANNUAL
DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2027t2028

VACANT POSITION FOR MEMBER OF THE PARLIAMENTARY SERVICE
COMMISSION
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