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OUR WORDS: Ardcle 33(3) Freedom of Expression

In the exercise of the right to freedom of exlnession, ever.v person shall respect the rights

and reputation of others

"Mnajiona mlisoma, sisi hatukttsoma! Leo tutawaonyesha",

(You think you are educated and we are not! Today we shall show you)

,,Thqt walked on our backs as we lay down and told us that we hated themfor being 'D'studens and

that "tutaiua wao ni nani (we would know who they were) "

"(Inajifanya hapa unasoma, sisi harukusona, lakini tuko na nguvu (you are pretending here you

are reading, us we did not go to school, but we have the power)."

,,Nyamazcfli, acheni kupiga ketele. Kujeni nje, si nyinyi tntlasema ndio mnajua kusoma! (Keep

quiet, stop making rrois., come out, you people say that you know how to read!)"'

,,Nyinyi ndio mnajiona wasomi...tomi hizo vitabu renu tfluafize htsoma.... tuone pelrye madegree

zenu-zitawapeleka,,. (Since you think you are learned...get out your books and start reading...

we shall see how far those degrees of yours will take you)'

"Mnajiona mko na 'A'......ati mnatuitanga maclass 8 na watu wa 'D'...'.leo tutawafunz'a kama hao

malicurer wenu. .. .ngoja tnuone." (You say you scored 'A' . . . and you Say we are class 8 and

'D' studenis... today we will teach you like your lecturers'.. just wait)

',Kijana hata kama nyinyi ni wa 'A*', sisi ni watu wa ngumbaru ,tutawatandika" (Young man,

.u.r, if you are a1-'A+i student, and we are the adult learners category, we will beat you).
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A. INTRODUCTION

This is a rryort of the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights (KNCHR or the

Commission) o1the investigations into reported and alleged human rights violations by the

National Police Service against the students and stafffrom University of Nairobi (UoN) on

286 September 2017.

The Commission commenced this investigations pursuant to its Constitutional obligation

under Article 59 (1) (d) (e) of the Constitution of Kenya which requires the Commission:

(d) to monitor. investigate and rqort on the obsettance of humen ights in all spheres of life in

the Rqublic, including obsemance by the national secuity organs; and

k) tu ;eceiye dnd investigate complain* about alleged abuses of human igh* and take steps to

secure appropriate redress whue human righ* have been violated;

Also, Section 8 of the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights Act,20L1 (Revised

2012) obligates the KNCHR to;

(b) promote the proteAion and obseruance of human righs in public and pitate instiUtions;

(e)1'on its own iritiative or ofl the basis of complaints intestigate or research matter in respect of human

rights, and make recommmdations to imProye thefunAioning of State organs:"

Further, Section 26 empowers the Commission to -

(c) adjudicate on matters relating to human righ*;
(d) obtain, by any lawful tnans, any information it considers reletant, including requisition of rqotts,

records, documents and any ffirmationfrom any poson, including govelnmefltal authoities, and to

compel the production of such informationfor the proper discharge of i*funAions;
(fl inteniew afly person or group persofls;

Section 27(b) question any persofl in respect of any subiect ffiatter under investigation before the

Commission; and k) require afly person to disclose any information within such person's bnowledge

relevant to any iwestigation by the Commission.

Further the recently enacted Prevention of Torture Act (POTA) 2017 confers upon the

KNCHR the mandate to investigate cases of torture, cnrel and degrading Eeatment or
punishment. Section 6(l) provides that,

No accqtional cira.tmstances, including'
(a) A state of war or threat to war;
(b) Internal political instability; or
(c) A public emergency,

May be inttoked as justifcation of torture or oael, inhuman or degrading treattfient ol punishmmt.

Section 12(1); Thefunctions and powos of the Commission shall be to'
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(a) investigate alleged violations of the proisiotts of this AA upon receipt of a cotaplaint or on its

own initiative;
(b) promote the ight to freedom from torture end otte| inhuman and degrading ffeatment and

punishment...

@ 
-caA 

for infomatin iom puUtic mfu or priwte body to facilitate monitoing of compliance . . .

(e) issub surnfitot s or order requiing attettdance of any person before the Commission or the

production of any doanment or record required by the Commission;'(fl 
recommand efective measures for prnention of torUre and mtel, inhuman and degrading

treat nent and punishment;

$) york with enforcement agancies towards the promotion of compliance with inttnational best

prrttnrt on prettmtion of torture and mtel, inhuman and degrading tTeattnent and punishment;

B. BACKGROI,JND

It is important to note from the onset that this is the second complaint that the Commission

has reciived from students from the University of Nairobi in respect to alleged mass police

brutality within the university premises. The last incident was reported in April2016 which

the Commission investigated.

These second incident investigations were triggered by media reports that the police had

used excessive force against students from the University of Nairobi during protests by a
section of the students. The protestors were demanding the release of Hon. Paul Ongili alias

Babu Owino, the immediate former chairperson of the now defunct Students Organization

of Nairobi University (SOM.D. Hon. Babu was recently elected the Member of Parliament

for Embakasi East Constituency in Nairobi City County under the Orange Democratic

Movement (ODM) Party which is a member of the opposition National Super Alliance
(NASA) Coalition. He was arrested on 256 September 2017 ovet derogatory remarks he

made against President Uhuru Kenyatta at al opposition rally the previous day. After

spending a night at Pangani Police Station in Nairobi, Hon. Babu was charged in the

magistrite's coun on 266 September 2017 but detained for an extra day pending

detlrmination of his bail application by the court. Upon been grantedbail on276 September

2017, he was immediately rearrested by the police who were waiting for him within the

court precincts.

On 28u September, his supponers from the University of Nairobi called for protests to

demand hiJimmediate release. The protests commenced at around 0900 hours. Some of the

protestors disrupted the flow of traffic on Mamlaka Road and Uhuru Highway while others

engaged in harassment and looting from motorists, damaging vehicles and property of
innocent members of the public.

The Vice Chancellor of the University of Nairobi through the Head of Security Services

immed.iately authorized and called in the police who were quickly deployed to quell the

riots and restore normalcy within the University precincts. It is during this operation that

began from about l2OO hours to around 1930 hours that the National Police Service is

accused of arbifarily storming into the students' halls of residence and lecture rooms

especially the Department of Architecture, Design and Development (ADD) complex. The
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a police officers then indiscriminately brttalized and insulted innocent students and staff

members who were not participating in the protests.

Several video clips and pictures immediately went viral on social media showing scores of
subdued students lined up lying on the road and in the ADD compound being viciously

beaten, humiliated and tortured by the police.

C. METHODOLOGY

The Commission conducted the investigations by interviewing persons considered to have

relevant information in the matter including victims, their friends and relatives, university

administration and lecturers and members of the public. The Commission also held rwo

focus group discussions with sixty five (65) persons comprising of lecturers and affected

studenis aimed at expressing solidarity with the victims and encouraging the ffaumatized
and terrified students to speak out and seek justice. The Commission also conducted perusal

and analysis of relevant documents and materials including medical records, media reports,

pictures and video clips that were reportedly taken by victims/witnesses during the incident.

Further, the Commission visited the halls of residence and lecture halls where the torture

reportedly occurred and took photographs of the damaged property allegedly caused by the

police as they forced their way into the halls. To ensure the security of interviewees,

interviews were conducted in confidence, in safe places and the individuals identity
concealed in the report where requested.

The Commission interviewed a total of thirty one (31) victims of the police brutality
comprising of twenty (20) male and eleven (11) female. The commission further

interviewed fifteen (15) witnesses. The Commission also sort and received information
from the University of Nairobi and the Kenyatta National Hospital regatdingthe nature and

number of sfudents injured, treated and arrested.

D. THE INDEPENDENT POLICING OYERSIGHT AUTHORITY (IPOA) R-EPORT

The Kenya National Commission also received a copy of the Independent Policing

Oversight Authority (IPOA) investigation report of the operation dated 19ft October 2017

Atled 'Report to the National Police Senice Commission in respect of Allegations of Police Brutality,

Stealing, Sexual harassmmt and Injuries by Police Oficers at the (Jniversity of Nairobi within Nairobi

tc;tyl County on the 2* day of September 2017 during Students unrest'. While still remaining

open subject to gathering more evidence, IPOA recommended inter alia that:

l. The National Police Service Commission should consider instituting disciplinary
proceeding against Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Mbatha -who was in
charge of the operation-for being negligent in the performance of his duties and
particularly for failing to properly coordinate the police operations.
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2.TheKNCHRdoesconsiderassistingthevariousvictimsofthepolicemisconductto
institute "iril';;;dings 

againri,ti. National Police service for purposes of being

comPensated.
3. The National police Service must improve its- manner and style of community

engagement and adopt enhanced commut'ity relationship building in order for the

Service to improve policing services'

4. Members of the National police si*i". be trained in fundamental human rights and

to be const#;;;il;d of the importance of respectingandprotecting them'

The Commission has taken note of the IPOA',s report which has significant concurence

with its own finding, uJ.on.i"rions. it also proviies additional collaborative information

in respect to irrfo#ution and evidence ietatini to; th9 role of the National Police Service'

number and nature of witnesses, nature an"cl number of human rights violations and

treatment, nature "i 
p-p.t y destruction or theft, incidences of comrption and role of the

university of Nairobi. nction on these t't"tt.pott"by Fe various agencies mentioned herein

will be necessary in ensuring accountalility and- the promotion of human rights and

freedoms io r"rp."tio tfr. U"iiosity of Nairobi students and staffmembers'

E. CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS

The commission's investigations into this matter were inhibited by some challenges key

among them refus"l by ll; I.sgector c.rr.rut of Police (IGP) to avail information on the

identity of the 
"o-*und.rs 

arrd ttre polce offtcers involved in the said operation' The IGP

is yet to respond to our letter requ.tti"g for this information dated 46 october 2017

(attached).

Further, witnesses and victims have been afraid and reluctant to record statements with the

Commission due t" irtittifution and f- f.ut of reprisals from the police and the University

ad.ministration. Majority of those *ho ugr..d io -speak 
to the Commission requested

..",y*ityandareunwiuingtotestiffagainstthesaidperpetrators.

These challenges may militate against the Commission's efforts to seek justice and fulI

criminal una ua-irrirtative accointability fo, the violations against the students and staff

members of the UniversitY.

a
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F. TIIE FINDINGS

From the information gathered so far, the Commission finds that;

Timeframe

o At around 1200 hours on 286 September 2017, contingents of security offtcers from the

National police Service who included the General Service Unit (GSU) stormed into the

university lecture halls, hostels, laboratory and architecture studios where they

indiscriminately terrorized students, administrative staff and lecturers.

o This brutality went on for over seven (7) hours until past 1800 hours when many

students who had fled their hostels out of fear of being brutalizedwere able to retum and

feel safe. Many students did not retum to their hostels and instead decided to either go

home or seek refuge from friends away from the university.

The Yiaims

o It is important to note that most of the students who suffered injuries were either young

first year students mainly from the ADD department and medical students who were

.o*irg from the Mathare Mental Hospital for thgir field attachment. Most of these

students *.r. u"torted by the police white in their hostels, lecture rooms or aboard the

University of Nairobi bus. While a number of these students knew that there was

uncertainty around the University, most were caught unaware as they did not expect the

police officers to invade these premises which they thought were safe'

o The academic and administrative staffwere also not spared the brutality and surprised at

the actions of the police offtcers. They hid with the students and ensured that the

students were safe to ttre extent possible. A majority of the academic staff in the ADD

department were planning or hab been having sessions with the students when teargas

was thrown into the lecture Tooms and studios thereby prompting most of them to seek

cover and release the students.

Nature of Human Righ* Yiolations - Unirctified Use of Teargas in Closed Spaces

o The police officers hurled teal gas into the lecture halls of the ADD compound located

between State House Road urrd Lo*er Mamlaka Road where lectures were still in

session. In the ;;i"g melee, students and staff who tried to leave their classrooms and

campus were apprenelnaeO and tortured by the police with batons, slaps, kicks and gun

butts. Other students and staff ran back into the building to seek refuge while some hid

on the stairway, lecture rooms, bathrooms, studios and the library'

Natue of Haman Rights Yiolations - Fotceful Entry

o The police offrcers forced their way inside the buildings by breakin8 -down 
the locked

doors and brutalized the students and frog marched them out of the building. The
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victims were ordered to stand in groups of two and walk out in a flrle outside the building
where they were further frog marched and tortured while lying prostrate. A number of
students were forced to do body push-ups while counting up to ten in their mother

tongue amidst continued beatings by the police offtcers. This is corroborated by video

clips and photographs taken by some of the students which were verified by the

Commission.

. The police offrcers forcefully entered a University of Nairobi bus which was carrying a

gloup of medical students who were returning to the hostels from their practical lectures

it tn Mathare Mental Hospital. The bus was stopped while in traffic along Mamlaka

road by a contingent of GSU officers. They first beat up the driver as he tried to explain

that thl students on board were coming from Mathare Hospital. The police officers then

proceeded towards the students at the rear of the bus. The students who were all wearing

their white laboratory coats pleaded with the offrcers explaining that they were not part

of the rioters and that they were unaware of the protests having been away from the

university since morning. The police officers ignored their pleas and brutalized them and

demanded for their phones. The female students who were the majority in the bus were

further groped sexuiUy by the police officers. Those who resisted were fuither tortured

and forcid to lie in very uncomfortable positions in the constricted spaces in the bus.

Natwe of Htman RighB Yiolations - Sextal atd Gender Based Yiolence

o Some police offrcers made sexual advances to the female students in exchange for
freedom and to be spared the beatings. When the students declined, the officers

repeatedly groped and squeezed their breasts, thighs and buttocla as they made wlgar
seiual remirks on them. Some male students were ordered by the police to leave and

others to also fumble the female students sexually and when they refused, they were

further tortured.

Naturc of Human Righr Yiolations - Looting and Damage to Petfunal Ptapefi

o The police officers frisked the students' bags and robbed them off their money,

accesiories and valuables including phones, laptops, watches, hard drives and chargers.

The 'cheap' phones were thrown down and cnrshed by the police using their boots and

batons. A-number of the students were further forced to give money to the officers in

order to secure their freedom and to be spared of further brutality.

Some of the students who were demonstrating on the streets along State house Road and

University Way disrupted naffic, stopped, stoned cars, harassed and looted motorist and

passersbyincluding their fellow colleagues who were unknown to them. The pedestrians

ind moiorist lost valuable and personal property including damaged motor vehicles

especially on the windscreens.
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Natare of Human Rights Yiolotions - Torture, Cntel and Inhamane Degrading Treatment or
Punishment

o Those students suspected of having recorded the police brutality with their mobile
phones were ordered to surrender their phones to the police offtcers amidst further
torfure. During the torture, the police offrcers ridiculed the students by telling them that
although they thought that they were more leamed than the police, the latter had more
power than their university degrees.

Some students were lured out of their hideous by the police offtcers on the promise that
they would not be harmed and that they would be allowed safe passage oirt of the

building. However, after heeding the call and coming out, they were severely beaten and

frog-marched into the car park where more beatings followed-

A number of lecturers and non-teaching staff including librarians and security guards

were also caught up in the indiscriminate brutality by the police offtcers. This was

despite duly identiffing themselves to the police offrcers as staffof the University.

Natare of Human Righ* Yiolations -Discrimination

In some instances during the brutality, the police officers asked for the names of the

students and those whose names suggested that they were from the Luo or Luhya
communities were further tortured and humiliated while being asked to call for help
from their leader Hon. Babu Owino. They were accused ofbeing the trouble makers.

Right to Heahh - Medical Treatment

The University of Nairobi acknowledged that twenty seven (27) students were injured
and treated at the University Health Services during the police operation. Kenyatta
National Hospital also confirmed treatment of eight (8) students who were referred by
the University Health Center. In all they confirmed that most had soft tissue injuries and
many discharged immediately. Some students sought treatment in various private
hospitals after they fled from the University. However, numerous students told the

Commission that they decided to do self-medication at home using ointments and
painkillers.

The students interviewedby the Commission suffered varied physical and psychological
injuries ranging from minor soft tissue injuries to fractured legs. One student in Hall 3

jumped from the second floor and became immobile. He was later carried away by an
ambulance belonging to the UoN. Another person believed to be a staffof the University
was standing next to a second ambulance that was parked direcfly opposite the entrance

to the staff clinic. He was talking to the medical staff inside an ambulance when the

GSU officers turned on him and beat viciously him leaving him immobile.

o

O

o

o

a

a

A majority of the injured students did not seek medical check-up as they were so

traumatized and decided to go home where they have been recuperating. The
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Commission has since organized psychosocial support for the victims together with
other partrrers and continues to encourage the students to seek medical support for their
own wellbeing and for purposes of consolidating medical evidence for accountability.

Right b fnformation-Identification of National Police Senice aficen

The police officers were wearing anti-riot gear and did not have any identification
badges. As such many of the victims were not able to establish their names or identiff
their features. During the brutality, the police officers told the victims not to look at their
faces. However some of the victims told the Commission that they can identiff some of
the police officers if they saw them.

Freedom and Security of the Penon- Yiolotion of Dnty of Care by Uniwtsity Of Nairobt

The University administration neglected its duty of care to the students and staff by
failing to ensure that the police did not harm innocent students and staff when they
allowed the police officers access to the entire university compound induding the halls
of residence and lecture theatres. The Vice Chancellor confi.rmed vide letter dated 66
October 2017 (attached) that the Head of security had authorized the National Police
Service to enter the University premises to provide security.

The lecturers from the ADD told the Commission that the University adminisfration did
not notiff the departrnent that they had called in the police offrcers to access the
University premises. Yet the administration knew that Thursdays was usually the busiest
day for the ADD campus where virnrally all students attend classes. The academic and
administrative staffwere also not spared the police brutality.

a
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G. TIIE RI,TLE OF LAW YIOLATIONS

The above conduct by the police is a gtave breach of the Kenyan law, regional and

international human rights principles and standards. There were gross violations of the law
and human rights committed by the National Police Service especially the GSU officers
during the operation. The rights violated are conferred by the Constitution under Articles
25(a) (freedom from torture and cnrel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment) 27

(equality and freedom from discrimination), 28 (human dignity), 29 (security and freedom

of the person), 31 (privacy), 40 (protection of property), a3(1)(a) (health), 43(1X0
(education) and 49 (rights of arrested persons).

Torture is absolutely prolibited under Kenyan, regional and international legal ind human
rights regime. The Constitution provides that;

Article 25 Despite any other provision in thb Constitution, the following ights and fundamental

freedoms shall not be limited-

(a)freedonfom turture and cntel, inhuman or degrading ffeatment ol punishment;

Article 29 Etery penon has the right to freedom and secuity of the pmon, which includes the right

not to be-

(c) subjected to anyform of violencefiom either public or pivate sources;

(d) subjected to tolture in any tnanner, whether physical or psychological;

fl treated or punished in a antel, inhuman or degrading maflner

Section 5(1) of the Prevention of Torture Act provides that

"Any person who tortures afiother persott commits an offence and shall be liable, on conttiction, to

imprisonmmtfor a term not exceeding twenty five years"

Section 7 of the Act provides that;A person who-

(a) commtts or induces another person to commit oue| inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishmant;

(b) or cooperates in the execation of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment,

commits an offence and is liable, on contiction, to a fine not exceeding one million shillings or
imprisonmentfor a tetm not exceedingffieen yean or both.

Kenya has also ratified the UN Convention against Torture, Inhuman, Cruel and Degrading
ffeatment or Punishment ([INCAT), The Intemational Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR) and the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights (ACHPR) all of
which equally outlaw torture in all circumstances.

Article 2.2 of the UNCAT provides that-
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"No excqtional circamstances whatsoewr, whether a state of war or a threat or wa4 intetnal political

instability or any other public emefgetrcy, may be invoked as a justification of torture"

The Commander(s) of the operation grossly neglected their official duty by failing to
supervise the operation to ensure that it was pursued in compliance with the law and with
utmost respect to human rights and fundamental freedoms as obligated under Anicle 238 of
the Constitution. By doing so they violated the provisions of Section C (l) of the Sixth
Schedule of the National Police Service Act which states that;

"superior ofrcers should do anrything in their power to prevent unlewful use offorce orfireatms, and

when such unlawful use offire arms does occur, thq should rqon this immediately to the Independant

Police Otenight Authoity and to the Inspector-General"

Their conduct also constitutes an offence against discipline under Section 1(t) of the Eighth
Schedule of the National Police Service Act which states that "It shall be an ofence against

dbciplinefor any police oficer to be negligntt in the performance of hb [huJ duty"

Section 244 of the Penal Code further provides that;

"Any person who unlawfully does any act, or omits to do any act which it is his [herJ duty to do, not
being an act or omission specified in Section 243 by which act or omission harm is caused to any

persofl, is guilty of a misdemeanor and is liable to imprbonmentfor six tnonths"

Further the conduct of the security agencies violates Article 2M of the Constitution which
requires that the National Police Service shall:

a) Strivefor the hiqhest standards ofplofessionalism and discipline arnong its members.

b) Pretmt comtption, promote and practice tlanspareflry and accountability.

c) Compl! with constimtional standards of human rights andfundammtal.freedoms.
d) Train staf to the highest possible standards of competence and integity and to respect

human rights andfundamentalfreedons and dignity; and

e) Fostr and promote relationshios with the broader sociery.

The police officers also violated Section 95 of the National Police Service Act on prohibition
against torture or cruel treatrnent provides that;

(1) It shall be unlawful for a police ofrcer to subject any peaon to tortule or other ouel,

inhuman or degrading treatfirenL
(2) A police ofrcer who subjeAs a pefion to tolture commits a criminal ofmce and shall be

liable on conviAion to imprisonmmtfor a tefin not exceeding twmtyfrte yean.
(3) A police ofrcn who subjects a person to oue| inhuman or degrading treatruettt commits a

criminal offence and is liable on conviction to imprisonmentfor a teffi not exceedingffieen

years.
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Schedule 6 (A) of the National Police Service Act on Conditions as to the use of Force
provides that:

1. A police oficer shall always attempt to use non-violent fieans.frrst and force may only be

employed when non-yiolent means are inefeAive or without any promise of achieving the

intmded result.

2. The force used shalt be propm to be achieved, the seriousness of the o.fence.

and the resistance qf the oenon whom it is used, and only to the erctent necessary while

adhering to the provisions of the law and the Standing Aden.
3. When the use offorce results to injuies-

(a) The potice offcen present shall prwide medical assist and unless there are

good reasons, failing to do so shall be a oirrtinal ofence; and
(b) Shall notifu relatives or close-frimds of the injury or ffiaed persotts,

4. A police ofrce, who uses any form of force shall immediatel!. rqort to the ofrcas' superior

explaining the circumstances that necessitated the use offorce and the supertisor shall judge the

rightfulness and decide on the next stq, subiect to these regulations.

The police officers also violated various provisions of the Sexual Offences Act by groping

and making demeaning and unwanted sexual advances to the female students.

Section 24(2) of the Act states that;

(2) Any person who being a lew mforcemeflt ofrcer takes advantage of his or her position and

has sexual intercourse or commits any other sexual offence under this Act-

(a) within the limits of the station to which he or she is appointed; or
(b) in the premises of any statiot, house whether or not situated in the

station to which he or she is appointed; or
(c) on a pmon in his or her custody or in the astody of a law mforcement oficer subordinate to

him or her, ...lommits an offence of abuse of position of authoity and is liable upon

conviction to impisonmentfor a term of not less than tefl yearc

By failing to provide KNCHR with information required to discharge its Constitutional
mandate, the Inspector General of Police is in breach of Article 35 of the Constitution and

Section 52 of the KNCHR Act. Access to information is not only a fundamental right but
also essential to seeking accountability and protection of other human rights.

Article 35 (1) of the Constitution provides that;

"Every citizen has the ight of access to; (a) information held by the State; and (b) information held by

another person and requiredfor the exercise or protection of any right orfundammtalfreedom"

Section 52 of the KNCHR Act provides that; A person who,

(a) without justification or lawful etcdlse, obstntcts. hinders or threatens the Commission or a

member of staffacting under this Act;
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(b) submi*fabe or misleading information;
(c)fails to honour summons; or'@j 

nisrepresns to or btowingty misleads the Commission or a member of stafi of the

Commission a1ing under this Act,.....commi9 an ofence and is liable on coniAion to a fine
not uceeding one million shillings or to imprisonmmtfor a telm not exceeding two yea6 or to

both.

The university leadership is responsible for law and order within the university premises and

policy developmenr. The University Act 2012 Section 35 and University of Nairobi Act
)OtZ-S."tionll provide that the Vice Chancellor is answerable to the University Council

and the Senate his the responsibility to guide the conduct and discipline of students.

Further, the Security departrnent in the Univenity of Nairobi is responsible for;

O the managemmt and coordination of the secuitv network in the antire unh'mity,
(i, taking necasary srys to detect and proent rime incidmts,

(iil ensure that the Vice ChaTtcellor is.fullv inlomrcd of secuitv matters and cin e.

(rv) directing inquiia into matten of timinal nature,

(v) maintainino good Public order.

(vr) investigating into nafrc/ocatpational accidents ocruffins within the unfumity,

(i) investigating of mis*se or loss tUoN propett orfacilities,

(viii) formulatino seatitv and sqfeY policies. among othqs
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H. RECOMMENDATIONS

In view of the foregoing findings, KNCHR makes the following recommendations which
we hope shall be implemented in order to bring both institutional and individual
accountability, and redress the serious human rights violations that were suffered by the

victims;

The University of Nairobi

(a) The Vice Chancellor (VC) of the University of Nairobi should immediately issue an

offrcial apology to the victims who were violated during the police operation for failing
to notiff the hcademic staff and also ensure that the police offrci?s did not harm
innocent students, lecturers and staffwho were simply performing their normal duties. It
is instructive to note that a similar operation happened in April 2016 during which
numerous students mostly from the same ADD departrnent were again brutalized by the
police officers under similar instructions from the VC.

(b) The Vice Chancellor must ensure that these violations do not recur in future. Where the
potce are called in to restore order in the University, the same must be informed and
guided by university security, closely and properly monitored by the university
administration to ensure that the police officers do not harm students, staff or damage

university property like has happened in the latest incidents.

(c) The University Council should immediately investigate the nature of the authorization
for the police to access the University during the two operations and the conduct of the

VC and the Head of Security and take appropriate disciplinary action to avert similar
recurence in future.

(d) The Senate should investigate the role and the identity of the specific students involved
in the harassment, intimidation and destruction of property of motorists and passersby

and take disciplinary action and compensation accordingly.

(e) The University Council should review the safety and security policies and regulations in
respect to security management and coordination in the University. This should include
issues on;

The rolels of the Head of Security, Vice Chancellor, University Council and the

Senate in safety and security operations;
Safety and security conditions, mapping, approval and limitations on the extent
to which the National Police Service officers may be engaged including access to
students' halls of residence and lecture rooms.
The rolels of the various security networks including the University security
department and private security companies to avoid confusion, overlap and lack
of accountabiliry.
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iv. Early waming and communication to the lecturers and other administrative staff
especially in the event of involvement of the National Police Service; and

v. Emergency preparedness and safety of the students while at the hostels, lecture
halls, library, vehicles and other facilities within the University.

The Nationel Police Semice

(D The Inspector General of Police (IGP) should also issue an offrcial apology to the
victims for the gross violations meted by officers under his command.

(g) The IGP should immediately fumish IPOA and KITICHR with the list of the deployment
plan of the said operatiorr including the names, ranks and service numbers of all the
police officers involved.

(h) The IGP should strictly ensure that all officers deployed in such operations wear visible
idenffication badges with their names and service numbers. This would enable members
of the public to identiff errant police offrcers and enhance accountability and adherence
to the law.

(i) The Internal Affairs Unit (IAII) of the National Police Service should conduct internal
investigations on the police offrcers involved in the operation and take appropriate
administrative and disciplinary actions against the errant police officers.

The Indqendent Policing Ownight Authority (DOA)

O The Independent Policing Oversight Authority (IPOA) should hold the specific
individual police offrcers and the immediate Commanders accountable in line with its
statutory mandate.

The Affice of the Director of Public Prosecutions (ODPP)

(k) The Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions (ODPP) should order investigations
and immediate prosecutions of the police officers involved in violations of the law
during the said operations. The ODPP should also prosecute the IGP for refusal to avail
information to the Commission and IPOA.

The National Police Setice Commission QiPSC)

(l) The National Police Service Commission (NPSC) should take immediate disciplinary
action against the Commanders of the operations for failing to ensure that it was
conducted in a professional manner and in accordance with the law.

rl$,
"YouGot BRAINS, llcGot BRAWN"



The Witness Protection Agency (WPA)

(m) The Witness Protection Agenry WPA) should offer support and protection to those
witnesses/victims who are willing to testiff against the police officers for the gross

violations of the law.

The Ministryfor Interior and Coordination of National Gwetnment

(n) The Cabinet Secretary for Interior and Coordination of National Government should
direct and make budgetary adjustments to offer compensation and reparations for the
harm, treaffnent, damage and loss of property occasioned by the police officers during
the operation. This matter shoftrld also be escalated to the Victims Protection Act,20l{.

The Parliament

(o) Parliament should summon the Cabinet Secretary for Interior and Coordination of
National Govemment and the IGP and sanction them for the abuses and unlawful acts

of the police during the said operations.

The Yictims and Witnesses

(p) Those victims and witnesses who have not recorded their individual statements with
KNCHR or IPOA should come forth and document the same immediately.

(q) Those victims and witnesses who have recorded their statements with KNCHR and are

hesitant to pursue accountability should agree to do so to enable the Commission and
IPOA pursue the perpetrators and assist them seek redress. The Commission undertakes
to work with the relevant agencies and authorities to guarantee their security.
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ATINE)(ES

ANNEX T-YICTIMS/WITNESS TESTIMONIES

(18 years) Case Numbq 36276

I am the above named female first year student at the University of Nairobi undertaking
Bachelor's Degree in Architecnrre. On Thursday 286 September 2017 ,I attended a lecture
of Building Services from 1400 hours to 1530 hours at ADD building. After the lecture I
went to the basement washrooms and thereafter tried to leave the building. When I got at
the exit door I found some students standingthere who told me they were waiting for things
to calm down as the police offrcers were around. I decided to wait there with them then
about five minutes later a tear gas canister was thrown just in front of the exit. As the tear
gas cleared, we saw a group of GSU officers who were in jungle green uniform approaching
carrying batons. We run back inside and went upstairs to first floor of ADD building. After
some time, I went back to the exit door to check if things had cleared up but the University
guards warned me not leave. Ten minutes later while still at the exit door, I heard shots of
teargas on the side of the ADD library and students who were in the upper floors came

down choking and shedding tears. I saw the GSU officers on the staircase and together with
other students, we decided to run away to the other side of the building. Three officers
followed us and ordered us to lie down saying that they were not going to beat us. We were
about twenty (20) students and we complied with the orders. They started beating us on our
bacls threatening to beat us more if we looked at them. I hid my face and I was beaten
severally with a baton on my back. While down crying, one of the officers pulled me up and
asked me whether I have a husband or boyfriend. I couldn't speak and I was just shaking
my head. The same GSU officer took my Huawei Y3 II phone from my pocket and asked
me if I had some money. I immediately opened my bag andgave him all the money I had in
my bag which was around Ksh.200. He pushed me to the exit and tumed back to others
who were still lying down on the glound. I then met another offrcer right next to the exit
who told me to lie down and not to look at him. I obeyed and Iay down then he and some

other two officers started beating me on my back with their batons. I later heard another
GSU offrcer ordering all female students to leave and I immediately got up and run out of
the building. Outside we met other offrcers who agarn told us to lie down on the tarmac and
continued beating us randomly on our back. Those who attempted to escape were accosted

and viciously beaten. One of the officers asked me to stand up and led me towards the lower
exit of the ADD area. When we got near the gate, there was another officer who told me to
roll on the tarmac. When I started to roll, the same GSU offrcer told me to stand up then he
led me outside the gate and told me to run away. I struggled to walk through town with the
assistance of one female student. I called my parents with her phone and they sent my bus

hospital i" I for treatment. The doctorsfare. I was taken to
established that I had suffered from soft tissue injuries which caused intense swelling and
extreme pain. My back is swollen and I have diffrculties sitting, bending and sleeping. I
request the commission to intervene to ensure that justice prevail and the police offtcers
involved be punished. I also request to receive compensation for my injuries, medical
treatrnent and mental anguish.
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2 Case Number 36277

phone

3. Case Nnmbq 36278

On ThursdaY 286 September 2017, at around 1620 hours, Police offrcers from the General

Serrrice Unit (green uniform) broke into my room at Malaka B hostel, following

demonstrations bY some students. The Policemen whom I could not identiff since the attack

happened drastically, dragged us out of the room beating us with clubs, kicls and gun butts.

I am a student at the University of Nairobi pursuing a Bachelor of Arts degree' on

Thursday 28e Septemb er 20L7 at around 1400 hours i*at at the ADD Complex while

undertaking our normal lectures when we wele attacked by General Service Unit policemen

dressed in green rrrii"rr* We were in level 5 of the ADD complex-School of Design' Urban

and Regional planning, undertaking a presentation technique 1 lesson, moderated by our

lecturer Mr Gitanga. suddenly there *u', 
"o**otion 

outside our recture room which made

us uneasy and prompted our lecturer to advise us to leave because of the happenings.

students became anxious and gathered at the corner of the lecture room since the teargas

canisters which fruJU.rn ttoolir outside were emitting fumes that got into the room' Three

minutes later three GSU policemen, entered the room forcing people to run in different

directions. The police*.n^*"r. trying to get us-down the stairs to the ground floor of the

ADD complex where everyone had been"rounded up. The policemen told us to lie down

with our face down und ,,sub*it,,. I obliged to the_command and therefore was not able to

identiff the police offrcers as I was corifused and scared. They beat students using long

batons on their back and legs, some on their heads and hands' As we were being beaten' one

police offrcer asteJ on. oi the students,"tlnaitwa nani?-(whats your name?)",the victim

answered, Onyango. The policeman in reply exclaimed'Ni nyinyl ndio mnaleta shida hapa

(you are the ones' ."*i.g chaos t er4t; while beating the student mercilessly' The

policemen then ordered us to move out of the ADD comple* in groups and stated that the

earlier we moved out, the better it would be for us. On our way out they told us to "toa kitu

kidogo (produce ro*.ttirg little (money). I managed to dash out without gving the money

and rushed to trr.-p"rtin! lot where 
"two poticJ offrcers were standing also beating up

anyone who passed tr. i lti*U.a over the wall and headed to the hostel which had been

broken into and found my room open. The cellphone I had left charging was missing' I

could not ascertain who took it, however muchlater at around 1844 hours I was able to

trace it at Mamlaka Road near the university but I could not recovef - 
*tH

incident, r nuniedlv r.n trr. university at around 1600 hours and headed h<

estate, Nairobi. I dia;;; visit the hospital but instead opted to take painkillers as my injuries

were not very serious. I request the commission to intervene by protecting my rights'

including causing the perpetrators to be arrested and also, for me to be compensated for the

They hit me on the head, lower abdomen and also on mY knees

head as the had used excessive force to eject me

from the hostel. I was not involved in any way in the demonstrations on

that day and therefore I do not understand the unwarranted attacks on the students. I call

for the sPeedY Prosecution of the offtcers who PerPetrated

innocent students

, I was bleeding Profusely on
ano m-Y flvu lrlsuLrt I
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4.

-rCascNumber 

36280

On Thursday 28* September 2017, at around l7l8 hours around thirty (30) police officers
drawn from the General Service Unit (green uniform) and the Regular police (blue uniform)
invaded the ADD complex and the hostels in the University premises. The officers gathered
the students at the ADD complex ground floor and ordered them to lie down. I was at the
time at the ADD complex, ground floor at the computer lab, Room 3 hiding under the
chairs from where I was able to follow the on goings. I could see the policemen clobbering
the students with batons and stepping on them violently. I was in the company of four other
students whom I hadn't met before since I study at the Chiromo Campus and was only
there to use *re Main campus computer facilities. In that position the-police officers could
not see us, so I managed to capture a few video clips and in the clips there is evidence of
students being beaten up to a point where they faint. The police ensured that all students
that were lying on the floor were beaten. The policemen proceeded to loot from the
students, which included confiscating mobile phones, wallets and laptops which has also
been captured in the clips. They then moved to the rooms adjacent to Room 3 ejecting
everyone hiding in the rooms as they beat them up. Some of the police offtcers approached
room three where we were and demanded that the security guard manning the door to the
laboratory g:ant them access to the room. They threatened to break the door if not allowed
in prompting the guard to open the door. Upon opening the door I could see them harassing
alady student who handed over her phone and got spared. My heart bleeds to see such kind
of inhuman acts been carried out against innocent university students by the police whose
sole responsibility is to protect the same innocent students. The policemen could not see us

so we continued hiding patiently waiting for them to leave so that we could safely exit the
building. A few hours later a man I believe to be in charge of security at the university
approached where we were hiding and asked us to leave. He assured us of our safety stating
that they had negotiated with the police to allow students to peacefully leave the university.
Over 100 students emerged from the scene bearing serious injuries and most of them later
hospitalized. I did not visit the hospital as I had not been injured and I exited the school and
headed back to the Hostel via St Paul's church. I believe that the officers who assaulted the
students had ill motives to inflict suffering on the students in a bid to scare them from taking
part in any political activity. I request the commission to intervene by protecting student's
rights, including causing the perpetrators to be arrested and also, for compensation for the
injuries the students suffered.

5 Case Number 36281

"Yesterday's (28/9/2017) incident was very brutal and inhuman...the GSU found us in our
classes and started throwing tear gases at us...the worst part was when they managed to get
into the ADD building and ordered us to lie down, face down. They then began flogging us
ladies and even gents on our behinds with nyahunyos (whips) it was not only once but
more than 5 times by ditr policemen each whipped with great force. The pain was
unbearable. Making some even wet their pants. Most of who were freshmen...moreover as

we were leaving some had the audacity to come slapping us harshly on our faces....it was a
terrible experience" (via SMS).
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6. Case Number 36282

"I am a second year student at the university and that the harassment by the GSU officers
was beyond what should be done to human beings. I was caned just because I was in my
room. He was unavailable when KNCHR officers met with some students." (Via SMS)

Case Numbq 36284

On Thursday 28* September 2017, at noon, police ofticers from the General Service Unit
(green uniform) invaded the ADD complex and the hostel in the University premises. The

officers gathered the studenfs at the ADD complex ground floor and ordered therlt to lie
down. I could see the policemen clobbering the students with batons and stepping on them
violently from my hideout at the ADD complex, it did not take long however before one of
the offrcers spotted me. The policemen asked for money so that they let me go, however I
told them ttrat I did not have money and pleaded with them to let me go. One of the police

officers pitied me and a fellow female student and escorted us outside however another
police officer spotted us leaving and demanded for money. I maintained that I did not have

money and he suddenly kicked me on my chest. I lost balance and landed on the fence, he

then took out his baton and hit me several times. I managed to escape and moved to a safer

zote. The number of students who were assaulted was big and the university security guards

were helping them to get to hospital. This is the second time where students are been beaten

for no reason at all. I can't understand why they were allowed to touch innocent students

and steal from them. I call for the speedy prosecution of the offtcers who perpetrated those

acts of violence against innocent students.

8. Case Numbs36285

On Thursday 28* September 2017 at around 1400 hours as I was in the Architecture class

based in the ADD complex level 4 where we were attacked by green uniformed GSU police

of6cers. We were in class pinning up projects when teargas was thrown inside engulfing the

entire room. The smoke cleared eventually and we carried on with the lesson until 1600

hours when another teargas canister was thrown into the class. This created commotion
causing everyone including the lecturers to run for safety. I ran to the ground floor of the

ADD complex where everyone seemed to be headed. The University security guards

advised that it would be safer to wait inside the building rather than go outside where

students were been beaten. After about thirfy minutes, the GSU offtcers whom I cannot
identiff as I had misplaced my glasses in the confusion, threw teargas canisters and invaded

the complex. Two of them had batons and ordered everyone to remain still, however the

students started screaming and running away in fear. Those that could not get away were

ordered to lie down with their heads down and forced to hand over the bags that prevented

the police from beating them. Ten police officers started beating us with what looked like a

wooden handle of a jembe (hoe) and went round in intervals beating students ruthlessly.

They walked on our backs as we lay down and told us that we hated them for being D
students and that "tutajua wao ni nani (we would know who they were)'. One of the students

fainted as the police were beating us. We pleaded with them to spare her but they continued
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beating her and roughed up anyone who tried to question their orders. During the several
rounds of beatings, one of the police officer came to me and said,"huyu ako na nyama
nyingl (this one has lots of flesh)",and he proceeded to beat me up three times on my lower
back, left leg and right arm with the baton. Those who cried had their beating multiplied.
After fifteen minutes of beating, they ordered us to shout "tutasoma (we shall study)" or else
receive further beating. One police offrcer ordered all the girls out and while I was leaving
another officer standing at the door hit me on the head with his hand. Another officer
followed us on our way out and since I could not run as fast as the other girls, he ordered
me to lie down and beat me further using his baton. The other police offrcer who was
looking on escorted me after the beating and told me to quickly run away. I managed to get
away anid a Good Samaritan offered her cellphone which I used to reach my mother to
inform her of the attack. My mother arrived at around 1730 hours and took me to I
f hospital. The doctor took an X-ray and advised that the injuries I had suffered were
soft tissue injuries. He told me to retum ot l/10/2017 to pick my medical report. My friend

- 

aho suffered several fractures and we condemn these heinous acts
that were done against us, which were calculated to instil fear and cause harm to innocent
students going about their own business. I request the commission to intervene by
effectuating the arrest of the policemen who invaded Nairobi University and for me to be
compensated for the injuries I sustained.

9. Casc Numbq 362116

I was walking from class at around 1200 hours between Chiromo and Mamlaka when
teargas was thrown. Our hostel door was kicked open since it was locked from inside. A
policeman in green uniform slapped three students and asked them to go outside where
other policemen were waiting. While outside, they were asked to lie down and were beaten
and told "kwa nini mnasumbua (why are you causing frouble)". My head was injured and I
went to hospital for treatment. (Via SMS)

lo.-, CaseNumber 36288

On 286 September 2017, while attending our nornal classes, we suddenly heard teargas
canisters being shot at around 1100 hours. At first, the lecturer disregarded the noises
coming from outside stating that it was just a demonstration by the students from our
instinrtion and therefore nothing serious. After a while, the teargas blasts became too much
and the lecturer was forced to suspend the class. I decided to go for lunch and at that time
Mamlaka Road was safe. After lunch, I went back to class to pick my Model in preparation
for the pin-up presentations the following week. As usual, I found a lot of students at the
Studio where we nonnally conduct our practicals. I took my Model and Ieft the class. On
my way out, I met my friend I who reminded me to sign the class fist which forced
me to go back to the class again. I left my Model at the entrance and rushed to sign the class
list. At this time, there was a lot of commotion outside as some students were engaging in
running battles with the GSU officers apparently protesting against the arrest and detention
of our former Chairman Hon. Paul Ongili alia Babu Owino. As ADD students, we were not
involved in the demonstrations. After a while, a number of students came running towards
the Studio seeking for safety. I decided to go back to the hostel since clearly things were
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getting out of hand. On my way out, I met another friend of mine called I
f who decided to accompany me. We proceeded outside but unfornrnately
bumped into several GSU officers who seriously beat us their
Luckily, my friend was able to identiff one of the officers

E. He managed to convince him to let us go but only if we paid some
money to his colleagues. As they were negotiating, I decided to take off and ran away and
that is when one of the officers threw his rungu towards me. The rungu hit me on my legs
seriously hurting me. I am yet to seek medical attention but am planning to do so for
records purposes. After that incident, I met two other GSU officers a few meters away. I
pleaded with them not to hurt me and told them that I will give them some money so that
they can let me proceed to the hostel. I gave them IGhs. 600 and they allowed me to

"- proceed. I proceeded and finally got to my hostel. I confirmed that all my belongings were
intact and I remained in my room. The commotion ceased at around 1930 hours. I request
the commission to intervene by protecting our rights including causing the perpetrators to be
arrested and also compensation for the injuries the students sustained.

ll. (21 years), Case Number 36289

On Thursday 28^ September 2017,I went to class at ADD complex at around 0800 hours.
We had the moming class from 0800 hours to 1100 hours. The afternoon class was however
cancelled and therefore when things became chaotic, I decided to go to the library. This was
around 1500 hours. I went on with my studies and at around 1530 hours, the librarian
locked the doors from the inside. At around 1600 hours when the police had beaten most of
those who were within the A.D.D Building, they came to the library and demanded that the
doors be opened. The officers said "Fungueni ama tunapita nayo (open or we break the door)"
The librarian (a female) was frightened and she opened the doors. I do not know what
happened but the other people who were in the library with me, mostly men, managed to
escape through the ceiling and gaps in the shelves. I found myself left behind with only a
few others. There were four officers attacking me and all of them were male. They told me
to lie down and they slapped me repeatedly and kicked me on the hip bone. They told me
"Unajifanya lwpa unasoma, sisi hatukusoma lakini tuko na nguvu (you think you are leamed, we
are not leamed but we have the power)." The librarian tried to intervene and asked them to
spare me. Two of the officers escorted me out of the library, and pushed me against the door
of the male washrooms which are situated just outside the library. They said that I am
among those who deserve to be in the washroom. They continued slapping me all the while
and asked me who Babu Owino was to me and whether I was sleeping around with him.
The officers only released me upon seeing the ADD security guards. They told me to run
and go home. I ran out of the building and on reaching the upper parking of the ADD
compound, I met with another officer who ordered me to stop or he would blow me up. He
asked for my name and told me "Nyinyi ni wale watu mnatusumbua (you are the people
gving us trouble)." He kicked me on the right hip bone where I had been kicked earlier and
I fell down. He then instructed me to get up and go home. Ahead, I met with yet another
group of five officers. They told me to lie down and four of them to beat me up. One hit me
on the right shoulder and the rest on my right thigh. They then told me to get up and go. I
ran through Hall l3lKlabu route where I came across a private Nissan van. The driver saw
me crying and stopped. He took me to the junction of Serena and City Park where I
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alighted. He asked me to dust off my clothes as I was very dirry. I was dressed in a purple
top and black pants. I ran towards the city center where I bumped into a friend by the name
f She is a Quantity Survey student but at the time she was coming from work. She
asked me why I was crl,ing and I just told her it was as a result of tear gas. She escorted me
to the bus stop where I boarded a matatu and went home. I stay ir I with a friend as I
missed out on accommodation allocation in the University. I got home at 1900 hours. I
have not been to hospital to get any treaunent neither have I reported the incident to the
police. All I wanted on the material day was to get home. I can identiff the two officers who
assaulted me outside the washroom near the library. I request KNCHR to intervene by
protecting my rights, including assisting me to get compensation especially for the trauma I
have suffered. I also want those responsible to be held to account and for the University
administration to enhance protection for students within the premises.

12. (21 years), Case Numbq 36321

I am a 2d year student at the University of Nairobi where I am studying Urban Planning.
On Thursday 28^ September 2017,I had an exam in the morning. There were those who
were demonstrating outside but classes at ADD were ongoing. The demonstrations went on
and the GSU officers were present. I had a lesson in the afternoon. Our class is situated on
the 56 floor and I could see when police come into the campus premises and entered the
ADD building. They made their way to our class and six of them entered at fust and told us
all to lie down. We were about fifty students together with our lecturer who was also not
spared. They began beating us repeatedly with their batons and then started releasing us in
goups but only after one parted with whatever money they had and other belongings like
phones. Luckily I had placed my phone under me when we were instructed to lie down and
it was therefore not taken. I had no money in my wallet but I had a Toshiba laptop in my
bag. They took my bag together with the laptop before releasing me. I made my way to the
ground floor and outside the building where I other offrcers who were beating .I
managed to escape through the fence and went to my brother's rn I
sustained injuries on my hands. I went to a dispensary in and I was
given some ointment to apply in the injured areas. The university was closed today (3'd
October 2017) and I have already left.

r3. Casc Numbq 36325

On Thursday 28^ September 2017,I was on the top floor (46 floor) of the ADD studio with
ten of my classmates. At around 1400 houn teargas started being thrown by the GSU
officers in the lower floors and we heard students screaming. Students from the lower floors
started running to the upper floors. More teargas continued to be thrown at internals of
about five minutes. It then reached a point the whole building was covered in teargas
smoke. At around 1430 hours It became quiet and together with four of my classmates we
decided to
my friend

downstairs to level I (basement) to the offrce of a lecturer who is the father to
When we reached level2 (ground floor) we saw GSU offrcers

at the stairs. All of us ran to one side of the building near the library. The GSU offrcers came
and told us to lie down then started beating us with their wooden batons and sticks. I was
hit on the hip twice. This whole assault happened for like five minutes. They then told the
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The Witness Protection Agency (WPA)

(m) The Witness Protection Agency flMPA) should ofler support and protection to those

witnesses/victims who are willing to testiff against the police officers for the gross

violations of the law.

The Mkistryfor hterior and Coordination of Nationel Governmefi

(n) The Cabinet Secretary for Interior and Coordination of National Government should
direct and make budgetary adjustments to offer compensation and reparations for the
harm, treatment, damage and loss of property occasioned by the police officers during
the operation. ThiS matter should also be escalated to the Victims Protectidn Ac.,2014.

The Pailiamnt

(o) Parliament should surlmon the Cabinet Secretary for Interior and Coordination of
National Govemment and the IGP and sanction them for the abuses and unlawful acts

of the police during the said operations.

The Yictims and Witnesses

(p) Those victims and witnesses who have not recorded their individual statements with
KNCHR or IPOA should come forth and document the same immediately.

(q) Those victims and witnesses who have recorded their statements with KNCHR and are

hesitant to pursue accountability should agree to do so to enable the Commission and
IPOA pursue the perpetrators and assist them seek redress. The Commission undertakes
to work with the relevant agencies and authorities to guarantee their security.
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1.

ANNE)(ES

ANNEX I.YICTIMS/WTTNESS TESTIMONIES

(18 yean) Case Numbq 36276

I am the above named female first year student at the University of Nairobi undertaking
Bachelor's Degree in Architecnrre. On Thursday 28h September 2017,I attended a lecture
of Building Services from 1400 hours to 1530 hours at ADD building. After the lecture I
went to the basement washrooms and thereafter tried to leave the building. When I got at
the exit door I found some students standing there who told me they were waiting for thiqgs
to calm down as the police officers were around. I decided to wait there with them then
about five minutes Iater a tear gas canister was thrown just in front of the exit. As the tear
gas cleared,'we saw a group of GSU officers who were in jungle green uniform approaching
carrying batons. We run back inside and went upstairs to first floor of ADD building. After
some time, I went back to the exit door to check if things had cleared up but the University
guards wamed me not leave. Ten minutes later while still at the exit door, I heard shots of
teargas on the side of the ADD library and students who were in the upper floors came

down choking and shedding tears. I saw the GSU offrcers on the staircase and together with
other students, we decided to run away to the other side of the building. Three offtcers
followed us and ordered us to lie down saying that they were not going to beat us. We were
about twenty (20) students and we complied with the orders. They started beating us on our
backs threatening to beat us more if we looked at them. I hid my face and I was beaten
severally with a baton on my back. While down crying, one of the officers pulled me up and
asked me whether I have a husband or boyfriend. I couldn't speak and I was just shaking
my head. The same GSU officer took my Huawei Y3 II phone from my pocket and asked
me if I had some money. I immediately opened my bag and gave him all the money I had in
my bag which was around Ksh.200. He pushed me to the exit and tumed back to others
who were still lying down on the ground. I then met another offtcer right next to the exit
who told me to lie down and not to look at him. I obeyed and lay down then he and some
other two officers started beating me on my back with their batons. I later heard another
GSU ofticer ordering all female students to leave and I immediately got up and run out of
the building. Outside we met other officers who agarn told us to lie down on the tarmac and
continued beating us randomly on our back. Those who attempted to escape were accosted
and viciously beaten. One of the officers asked me to stand up and led me towards the lower
exit of the ADD area. When we got near the gate, there was another officer who told me to
roll on the tarmac. When I started to roll, the same GSU offrcer told me to stand up then he
led me outside the gate and told me to run away. I stnrggled to walk through town with the
assistance of one female student. I called with her and they sent my bus
fare. I was taken to for treatrnent. The doctors
established that I had suffered from soft tissue injuries which caused intense swelling and
exffeme pain. My back is swollen and I have diffrculties sitting, bending and sleeping. I
request the commission to intervene to ensure that justice prevail and the police offtcers
involved be punished. I also request to receive compensation for my injuries, medical
treatment and mental anguish.

my parents
hospital in
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?,. Case Numbq 36277

I am a student at the University of Nairobi pursuins a Bachelor of Arts degree' on

Thursday 286 September 2017 at around 1400 hours iwas at the ADD Complex while

undertaking our normal lectures when \Me were attacked by General Service Unit policemen

dressed in green uoiro.m. we were in level5 of the ADD complex-School of Design' Urban

and Regional planning, undertaking a presentation technique 1 lesson' moderated by our

lecturer Mr Gitanga. Suddenly there *u-, .orrr-otion outside our lecture room which made

us uneasy and prompted our lecturer- to advise us to leave because of the happenings'

students became ;il;; and gathered at the corner of the lecture room since the teargas

canisters which had beenthrolil outside were emining fumes that got into the room' Three

minutes later three GSU policemen, entered ttre room forcing people to run in different

directions. The police*.rr'*.r. trying io g.t us.down the stairs to the ground floor of the

ADD complex *h;;;;;.4rone had Seen"rounded up. The policemen told us to lie down

with our face down urrd "srbmit". I obliged to the-comtTd and therefore was not able to

identiff the police officers as I was 
"orin 

sea and scared' They beat students using long

batons on their back and legs, some on their heads and hands. As we were being beaten' one

police offrcer astred o". oi tt e stuaerts,"Unaitrwa nani?-(whats your name?)",the victim

answered, onyango. The policeman in repty ex9l1imed'Ni nyinyi ndio mnaleta shida hapa

(you are tfre ones' **i"g chaos t.r.)Z; while-beating the student mercilessly' The

policemen then ordered us to move out of the ADD comple* in groups and stated that the

earlier we moved r"i, ,t. U.tter it would be for us. on our way out they told us to "toa kitu

kidogo (produce ,o*.tfring litfle (money). I ma-nagedjo dash out without grving the money

and rushed t" thr;;;ki# lot where 
"n"o potice offrcers were standing also beating up

anyone who passea UV. I Iti-U.A over the wall and headed to the hostel which had been

broken into and found my room open. The cellphone I had left chargsng was missing' I

could not ascertain wtro ttok it, however much later at around 1844 hours I was able to

t ".. it at Mamlaka Road near the university but l could not recover - j*::H
incident, I hurriedfi f.n tfr. university at around 1600 hours and headed hc

estate, Nairobi. I aii 
"oivisit 

the hospital but instead opted to take painkillers as my injuries

were not ,..y ,.riorrr. I request mi commission to intervene by protecting my rights'

including causing il.;6;;iors to be arrested and also, for me to be compensated for the

phone.

3.

innocent students

Case Numbq36278
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4. Case Numbq 36280

On Thursday 28^ September 2017, at around l7l8 hours around thirry (30) police ofEcers
drawn from the General Service Unit (green uniform) and the Regular police (blue uniform)
invaded the ADD complex and the hostels in the University premises. The offrcers gathered
the students at the ADD complex ground floor and ordered them to lie down. I was at the
time at the ADD complex, ground floor at the computer lab, Room 3 hiding under the
chairs from where I was able to follow the on goings. I could see the potcemen clobbering
the students with batons and stepping on them violently. I was in the company of four other
students whom I hadn't met before since I study at the Chiromo Campus and was only
there to use the Main campus computer facilities. In thatposition the police officers could
not see us, so I managed to capture a few video clips and in the clips there is evidence of
students being beaten up to a point where they faint. The police ensured that all students
that were lying on the floor were beaten. The policemen proceeded to loot from the
students, which included confiscating mobile phones, wallets and laptops which has also
been captured in the clips. They then moved to the rooms adjacent to Room 3 ejecting
everyone hiding in the rooms as they beat them up. Some of the police offrcers approached
room three where we were and demanded that the security guard manning the door to the
laboratory grant them access to the room. They threatened to break the door if not allowed
in prompting the gtard to open the door. Upon opening the door I could see them harassing
a lady student who handed over her phone and got spared. My heart bleeds to see such kind
of inhuman acts been carried out against innocent university students by the police whose
sole responsibility is to protect the same innocent students. The policemen could not see us

so we continued hiding patiently waiting for them to leave so that we could safely exit the
building. A few hours later a man I believe to be in charge of security at the university
approached where we were hiding and asked us to leave. He assured us of our safety stating
that they had negotiated with the police to allow students to peacefully leave the university.
Over 100 students emerged from the scene bearing serious injuries and most of them later
hospitalized. I did not visit the hospital as I had not been injured and I exited the school and
headed back to the Hostel via St Paul's church. I believe that the officers who assaulted the
students had ill motives to inflict suffering on the students in a bid to scare them from taking
part in any political activity. I request the commission to intervene by protecting student's
rights, induding causing the perpetrators to be arrested and also, for compensation for the
injuries the students suffered.

Case Number3628l

"Yesterday's (28/9/2017) incident was very brutal and inhuman...the GSU found us in our
classes and started throwing tear gases at us...the worst part was when they managed to get
into the ADD building and ordered us to lie down, face down. They then began flogging us
ladies and even gents on our behinds with nyahunyos (whips) it was not only once but
more than 5 times by diff policemen each whipped with great force. The pain was
unbearable. Making some even wet their pants. Most of who were freshmen...moreover as

we were leaving some had the audacity to come slapping us harshly on our faces....it was a
terrible experience" (via SMS).

5
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6. 

-rcaseNumberS6zu

"I am a second year student at the university and that the harassment by the GSU offtcers

was beyond what should be done to human beings. I was caned just because I was in my
room. He was unavailable when KNCHR officers met with some students." (Via SMS)

7. Case Numbq 36284

On Thursday 286 September 2017, at noon, police officers from the General Service Unit
(green uniform) invaded the ADD complex and the hostel in the University premises. The

officers gathered the students at the ADD complex ground floor and ordered them to lie
down. I could see the policemen clobbering the students with batons and stepping on them

violently from my hideout at the ADD complex, it did not take long however before one of
the offrcers spotted me. The policemen asked for money so that they let me go, however I
told them that I did not have money and pleaded with them to let me go. One of the police

officers pitied me and a fellow female student and escorted us outside however another
police offrcer spotted us leaving and demanded for money. I maintained that I did not have

money and he suddenly kicked me on my chest. I lost balance and landed on the fence, he

then took out his baton and hit me several times. I managed to escape and moved to a safer

zote. The number of students who were assaulted was big and the university security guards

were helping them to get to hospital. This is the second time where students are been beaten

for no reason at all. I can't understand why they were allowed to touch innocent students

and steal from them. I call for the speedy prosecution of the officers who perpetrated those

acts of violence against innocent students.

Case Numbq 36285

On Thursday 28* September 2017 at around 1400 hours as I was in the Architecture class

based in the ADD complex level4 where we were attacked by green uniformed GSU police

officers. We were in class pinning up projects when teargas was tlrown inside engulfing the

entire room. The smoke cleared eventually and we carried on with the lesson until 1600

hours when another teargas canister was thrown into the class. This created commotion
causing everyone including the lecturers to run for safety. I ran to the ground floor of the

ADD complex where everyone seemed to be headed. The University security guards

advised that it would be safer to wait inside the building rather than go outside where

students were been beaten. After about thirfy minutes, the GSU officers whom I cannot

identiff as I had misplaced my glasses in the confusion, threw teargas canisters and invaded

the complex. Two of them had batons and ordered everyone to remain still, however the

students started screaming and running away in fear. Those that could not get away were

ordered to lie down with their heads down and forced to hand over the bags that prevented

the police from beating them. Ten police officers started beating us with what looked like a
wooden handle of a jembe (hoe) and went round in intervals beating students ruthlessly.

They walked on our backs as we lay down and told us that we hated them for being D
students and that "tutajua wao ni nani (we would know who they were)'. One of the students

fainted as the police were beating us. We pleaded with them to spare her but they continued

8.
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fgating her and roughed up anyone who tried to question their orders. During the several
rounds of beatings, one of the police offrcer came to me and said,"huyu ako na nyama
nyingl (this one has lots of flesh)",and he proceeded to beat me up three times on my lower
back, left leg and right arm with the baton. Those who cried had their beating multiplied.
After fifteen minutes of beating, they ordered us to shout "tutasoma (we shall study)" or else
receive further beating. One police offrcer ordered all the girls out and while I was leaving
another officer standing at the door hit me on the head with his hand. Another officer
followed us on our way out and since I could not run as fast as the other girls, he ordered
me to lie down and beat me further using his baton. The other police offrcer who was
looking on escorted me after the beating and told me to quickly run away. I managed to get
away and a Good Samaritan offered her cellphone which I used to reach my mother to
inform her of the attack. My mother arrived at around 1730 hours and took me to I
I hospital. The doctor took an X-ray and advised that the injuries I had suffered were
soft tissug injq4es. He told me to retum on l/10/2017 to pick my medical report. My friend

- 

ako suffered several fractures and we condemn theie heinous acts
that were done against us, which were calculated to instil fear and cause harm to innocent
students going about their own business. I request the commission to intervene by
effectuating the arrest of the policemen who invaded Nairobi University and for me to be
compensated for the injuries I sustained.

9 Case Numbq 36286

I was walking from class at around 1200 hours between Chiromo and Mamlaka when
teargas was thrown. Our hostel door was kicked open since it was locked from inside. A
policeman in green uniform slapped three students and asked them to go outside where
other policemen were waiting. While outside, they were asked to lie down and were beaten
and told "kwa nini mnasumbua (why are you causing trouble)". My head was injured and I
went to hospital for treatrnent. (Via SMS)

10. Casc Number 36288

On 286 September 2017, while attending our nornal classes, we suddenly heard teargas
canisters being shot at around 1100 hours. At first, the lecturer disregarded the noises
coming from outside stating that it was just a demonstration by the students from our
institution and therefore nothing serious. After a while, the teargas blasts became too much
and the lecturer was forced to suspend the class. I decided to go for lunch and at that time
Mamlaka Road was safe. After lunch, I went back to class to pick my Model in preparation
for the pin-up presentations the following week. As usual, I found a lot of students at the
Studio where we norrrally conduct our practicals. I took my Model and left the class. On
my way out, I met my friend I who reminded me to sign the class list which forced
me to go back to the class again. I left my Model at the entrance and rushed to sign the class
list. At this time, there was a lot of commotion outside as some students were engaging in
running battles with the GSU officers apparently protesting against the arrest and detention
of our former Chairman Hon. Paul Ongili alia Babu Owino. As ADD students, we were not
involved in the demonstrations. After a while, a number of srudents came running towards
the Studio seeking for safety. I decided to go back to the hostel since clearly things were
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getting out of hand. On mY

I Lv,u ucclutrLr LU

way out, I met another friend of mine called I
accompany me. We proceeded outside but unfortunately

bumped into several GSU officers who seriously beat us their
friend was able to identiff one of the officers

He managed to convince him to let us go but only if we paid some

money to his colleagues. As they were negotiafug, I decided to take off and ran away and
that is when one of the offrcers threw his rungu towards me. The rungu hit me on my legs

seriously hurting me. I am yet to seek medical attention but am planning to do so for
records purposes. After that incident, I met two other GSU officers a few meters away. I
pleaded with them not to hurt me and told them that I will give them some money so that
they can let me proceed to the hostel. I gave them Kshs. 600 and they allowed me to
proceed. I proceeded and finally got to my hostel. I confirmed that all my belongings \vere
intact and I remained in my room. The commotion ceased at around 1930 hours. I request

the commission to intervene by protecting our rights induding causing the perpetrators to be
arrested and also compensation for the injuries the students sustained.

ll.I (21 years), Case Nnmbet 36289

On Thursday 28* September 2017,I went to class at ADD complex at around 0800 hours.

We had the morning class from 0800 hours to 1100 hours. The afternoon class was however
cancelled and therefore when things became chaotic, I decided to go to the library. This was
around 1500 hours. I went on with my studies and at around 1530 hours, the librarian
locked the doors from the inside. At around 1600 hours when the police had beaten most of
those who were within the A.D.D Building, they came to the library and demanded that the
doors be opened. The officers said "Fungueni ama tunapita nayo (open or we break the door)"
The librarian (a female) was frightened and she opened the doors. I do not know what
happened but the other people who were in the library with me, mostly men, managed to
escape through the ceiling and gaps in the shelves. I found myself left behind with only a
few others. There were four ofEcers attacking me and all of them were male. They told me
to lie down and they slapped me repeatedly and kicked me on the hip bone. They told me
"(Inajifanya hapa unasotna, sisi harukusoma lakini tuko na nguvu (you think you are leamed, we
are not learned but we have the power)." The librarian tried to intervene and asked them to
spare me. Two of the officers escorted me out of the library, and pushed me against the door
of the male washrooms which are situated just outside the library. They said that I am
among those who deserye to be in the washroom. They continued slapping me all the while
and asked me who Babu Owino was to me and whether I was sleeping around with him.
The officers only released me upon seeing the ADD security guards. They told me to run
and go home. I ran out of the building and on reaching the upper parking of the ADD
compound, I met with another officer who ordered me to stop or he would blow me up. He
asked for my name and told me "Nyinyi ni wale watu mnatusumbua (you are the people
gving us trouble)." He kicked me on the right hip bone where I hadbeen kicked earlier and
I fell down. He then instructed me to get up and go home. Ahead, I met with yet another
group of five offrcers. They told me to lie down and four of them to beat me up. One hit me
on the right shoulder and the rest on my right thigh. They then told me to get up and go. I
ran through Hall l3lKlabu route where I came across a private Nissan van. The driver saw

me crying and stopped. He took me to the junction of Serena and City Park where I
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alighted. He asked me to dust off my clothes as I was very dirty. I was dressed in a purple
top and black pants. I ran towards the city center where I bumped into a friend by the name
I She ii a Quantity Survey student but at the time she was coming from work. She
asked me why I was crying and I just told her it was as a result of tear gas. She escorted me
to the bus stop where I boarded a matatu and went home. I stay in f with a friend as I
missed out on accommodation allocation in the University. I got home at 1900 hours. I
have not been to hospital to get any treatnent neither have I reported the incident to the
police. All I wanted on the material day was to get home. I can identiS the two officers who
assaulted me outside the washroom near the library. I request KNCHR to intervene by
protecting my rights, including assisting me to get compensation especially for the trauma I
have suffered. I also want those responsible to be held to account and for the University
administration to enhance protection for students within the premises.

t2 (21 years), Case Numbq3632l

I am a 2d year student at the University of Nairobi where I am studying Urban Planning.
On Thursday 28^ September 2017,I had an exam in the morning. There were those whb
were demonstrating outside but classes at ADD were ongoing. The demonstrations went on
and the GSU offrcers were present. I had a lesson in the afternoon. Our class is situated on
the 56 floor and I could see when police come into the campus premises and entered the
ADD building. They made their way to our class and six of them entered at first and told us
all to lie down. We were about fifty students together with our lecturer who was also not
spared. They began beating us repeatedly with their batons and then started releasing us in
groups but only after one parted with whatever money they had and other belongings like
phones. Luckily I had placed my phone under me when we were instructed to lie down and
it was therefore not taken. I had no money in my wallet but I had a Toshiba laptop in my
bag. They took my bag together with the laptop before releasing me. I made my way to the
ground floor and outside the building where I other ofticers who were beating I
managed to escape through the fence and went to my
sustained injuries on my hands. I went to a dispensary in

brother's ln I
and I was

given some ointment to apply in the injured areas. The university was closed today (3'd
October 2017) and I have already left.

13. CaseNumbq36325

On Thursday 28^ September 2017 ,I was on the top floor (46 floor) of the ADD studio with
ten of my classmates. At around 1400 hours teargas started being thrown by the GSU
officers in the lower floors and we heard students screaming. Students from the lower floors
started running to the upper floors. More teargas continued to be thrown at intervals of
about five minutes. It then reached a point the whole building was covered in teargas
smoke. At around 1430 houn It became quiet and together with four of my classmates we
decided to
my friend

downstairs to level I (basement) to the office of a lecturer who is the father to
When we reached level2 (ground floor) we saw GSU offrcers

at the stairs. All of us ran to one side of the building near the library. The GSU offrcers came
and told us to lie down then started beating us with their wooden batons and sticks. I was
hit on the hip twice. This whole assault happened for like five minutes. They then told the
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female students to leave but the male to stay. We ran out but we were still being beaten at
the gate. I ran towards the hostel (Hall 7) where we stayed until around 1700 hours when it
became a bit calm though the GSU were still in the vicinity. I left Hall 7 andran to YWCA
because there were rumors going around that the GSU were coming to the hostel. I sta
at YWCA until 1900 hours then left for home. Two of my friends

are witnesses to this since we were all going to
father's offrce but we got separated. I have not reported the matter to the police or

any other institution. I think the police came to the University and attacked us because of
demonstrations by the students for the release of Babu Owino. On 3'd October 2017 I went
to f hospital to seek treatment since I'm still in pain.

14. (21 years), Casetlumbq 36395

I am a 4h Year Ardritecture student and I make this statement here in support of a
complaint against police brutality meted on me by GSU officers within the ADD Campus
building. On Thursday 28d^ September 2017,I went to school and arrived at around 10:00
a.m. The lesson started at 0900 hours so I was late. Some students were presenting and class
was going on. We could hear noises from outside tear gas canisters being shot. We
remained in class and when class ended at around ll00 hours, the noise had died down so
some of my classmates went outside to check on their cars and I personally remained in
class working on my site analysis since we had a presentation at 1400 hours. Our class was
situated ot2d floor (3'd year Studio). At around 1300 hours, atear gas canister was thrown
into the school compound and it exploded directly at the entrance of the building. The
fumes entered inside the 2od year Studio and the students ran out. Our class did not know
whether to go or stay as we were waiting for the lecturer's instructions on the way forward.
The lecturer, Etta Madete came at 1330 hours and did a head count. At 1430 hours the class
started with approximately 120 students. Etta told us to leave class and go to the 2d year
studio. She told ten male students to remain behind and re-arrange tables and chairs for
group work. We then went back to class and after around half an hour, a tear gas canister
was thrown directly outside our classroom windows. While people were running from one
comer to the entrance, another canister was thrown and everyone dispersed. I personally
went to the upper floor (Level 5/ 4'h floor) because Studio was fulI of tear gas fumes. After
ten minutes I went back downstairs to the 2d floor where the effect of teargas could still be
felt. I went to Studio and started packing my things but we could not leave because GSU
officers were inside the school compound and for around one hour they kept throwing tear
gas around the school. At around 1445 hours, the GSU officers started entering the ADD
building. Ten students rushed out and the GSU officers who were inside ran out chasing
them. The students rushed to the gate on Mamlaka Road. Some officers went after them
and one of them was caught in the school's courtyard. He had fallen on the ground and four
GSU officers beat him (I have a recording of this) viciously. After beating him they asked
him to leave and they entered the building. We decided to close our Studio doors and
blocked them withplan chests. We went back to watch what was happening outside. One of
myclassmut"'tr,aphotographer,tookhisprofessionalcameraandstarted
taking pictures of the police but was spotted by one of the officers. The officer pointed his
rungu at him and told him "Sawa, sawa (its okay)!" We were still watching so they threw
tear gas at us but it did not explode. It hit the window and bounced back. We went to the I't
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year Studio which is at the back of the building (studio is partitioned for the different years

within the same room). We were so many people just seated there on the tables and chairs
while GSU were hining the doors with their rungus. One of the students wearing a red shirt
came to the 1o year Studio and told us that he had negotiated with the officers (I have a

recording) and they said if we open the doors they would not do anything to us. Some
people refused but others agreed to open the door. When the doors were opened, we started
coming out from the Studio and the GSU offrcers told us to make a single line with our
hands up. The officers kept entering the room as we made our way to the door. They were
on both sides of the line. By the time I got to the exit, about six officers were present. One of
the offrcers was on top of the plan chests and they were hitting us with their rungus as we
passed. Just outside the door, one of them was slapping us. He slapped me on the left side of

^-my face. We ran to the stairs where more offrcers wae stationed. One officer pulled two
grls in front of me aside and started squeezing their buttocks. He did the same thing to me.

The other officers on the stairs were just kicking us and hining us with rungus. At the
bottom of the stairs, I saw some students on the right squatting while being beaten with
batons. I ran out to the parking lot where some offtcers told us to jump like frogs as their
beat us. After the parking lot, we got up and I ran towards the entrance of the Lower State
House Road where more officers told us to lie down on the road. I was on the first row as

we were lying down on our backs. They started telling lus, "Mnajiona mlboma, sisi haruht
soma! Leo tutawaonyesha" (you think you are leamed and we are not! Today we will show
you). One of the offrcers took his rungu and held it in a vertical position and lifted it up and
started squeezing it on people's thighs. When he did that to me, I started crying and one of
the offrcers saw me and told me to get up. When I got up I started crying and shaking and
he asked me for my name, place of residence and that of my parents. I replied and he asked
me for my phone number and I gave him and he kept comforting me telling me I should not
cry it's going to be well. The other students were told to get up and leave while holding each
other's shoulders in a single line. After the students had left, the other officers tumed their
attention towards me and started telling the offrcer who had helped me "Mbona
unambmrbeleza muache alidl" (Why are you comforting her, let her cry). Another one said,

"Icta tumpige dzurf' (Bring her we beat her properly). The one who helped me escorted me
out and he kept comforting me. When we left the school gate near the main road we found
a GSU truck with officers inside. One of them who was seated at the front told the one who
helped me " (Jmefitletea mwadi ya Muislamu? MIae ndani tumuonyeshe mwanuame ni nani" (Yol
have brought us a Muslim gift? Bring her inside we show her who men are). The one who
helped me told me to run and I ran towards State House Road and went to YWCA where

brother and father were for me. I had called them earlier to tell them our school
was attacked.

I did not go to the hospital or report the incident to the
police. I nursed my injuries at home. The students who were protesting were outside on
Mamlaka Road while the GSU offrcers were inside the school premises harassing students.
The protesters were stopping vehicles and asking motorists who were not from UoN
(University of Nairobi) to give them money. My brother was also stopped but he was in the
company of his friend who showed them his UoN ID and they were allowed to pass. I
personally recorded the videos using my Snapchat account on phone. I request KNCHR to
help us get justice.
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15. (23 years), Case Number 36329

On 28h September 2017, while affending our norrnal morning classes, we suddenly heard
sounds of teargas canisters and a lot of commotion due demonstrations by a section of
University of Nairobi students. When the class ended at around 1300 hours, students went
looking for lunch as the situation was a bit calm but we were advised to keep off Chiromo
Campus as the riots had shifted there. I proceeded to the Computer Lab to do my
assignments as I waited for the afternoon class when suddenly the GSU officers started
throwing teargas into the school compound. I went back to class as I could not leave since
the GSU offrcers had blocked the two main gates at the ADD Campus. One gate led to
Mamlaka Road while the other one led to State House Road and since both of them had
been blocked by the'-officers, students were forced to remain inside the schbol. At around
1400 hours, normal classes commenced despite the events outside. After about forry
minutes, the teargas canisters were thrown again into the school compound forcing the
lecturers to suspend the classes. We decided to remain in the class since the area was not
safe and it was littered with GSU officers. Ultimately, the GSU officers entered the school
compound and started beating students mercilessly behind the ADD building. They waved
at us to come down in a threatening manner since we were upstairs. Seeing this, we decided
to hurriedly close all our doors. At around 1415 hours, the officers entered the ADD
building after we refused to come down. After a while, one of the doors was opened by a
certain student and the officers got in. They ordered us to put our hands up as they caned us
in the process. I was personally beaten on the legs and head. When we finally got down,
they told us to bribe them so that we could be released. Occasionally an officer would pull a
student to the sidelines and ask for a bribe so that he could convince his colleagues to release
the student. After a while, there was commotion as students tried to flee from the officers
and I followed suit. Unfortunately, I met around ten GSU offtcers outside who blocked our
way as they beat us with their batons. We were led to the entrance section of the ADD
Campus where we were ordered to remove our books and start reading. They started
demanding for bribes again for one to be released as they kicked and caned us more. They
took my money and hard disk as we were made to frog march. They tried forcing me to
sexually harass my female colleague but I refused and was beaten as a result. They kicked
the ladies even more than the men. After taking everything from us, they told us to leave
and that is how I managed to escape that terrible ordeal and went home. I managed to visit
a chemist where I was advised that my swollen knee wasn't very serious. The pharmacist
gave me some painkillers. I request the Commission to intervene by seeking answers for
the illegal invasion by the GSU officers and the consequent atrocities meted out to the
students. We demand justice for everything that happened to us.

16. (22years), Case Number 36319

On Thursday 28* September 2017 , the GSU officers broke into classrooms and brutally beat
innocent students thus internrpting the normal school program. As a result, the student
population is currenfly living with trauma. The officers were busy brutalizing those who
were not involved in the protests while the protesters were actually outside the school (on
Mamlaka Road) and who eventually got away. I was on 5e floor commonly known as

"Level 6" when all this took place. It started just a few minutes to 1100 hours while we were
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having class. The protests began and the GSU officers showed up after a short while to
control the situation. Tear gas canisters began exploding which caused a scare to the class
remembering last year's events, where students were beaten. Things calmed down at lunch
time but got worse in the afternoon. I personally remember seeing the officers getting into
the school grounds and began throwing teargas everywhere. We locked ourselves in class
(Level 6) but were not spared from the intense teargas ffialation. I panicked and I felt faint
and had to lie down a while so my normal heart rate would resume. Hearing screams of
students in the levels below was enough to just know of the horrors that were going on
downstairs. At around 1800 hours, our dean came to pick us and safely escorted us out of
school. I was not hurt or touched in any way but the harassment I saw, heard and
experienced left me with trauma. After escaping I just walked a few steps from ADD to find
the goons who the GSU were supposed to be fighting, having [t up some twigs andblocked
Mamlaka Road just standing. The demonstrators started from the residential halls, marched
towards Statehouse Road on towards University Way. I was in class at the time of all the
events, so I watched from the windows. I saw police shooting towards the upper gate. They
tried to break into the space where we were hiding. I request the Commission to intervene
by protecting my rights and the rights of my colleagues, including causing the perpetrators
to be arrested.

17. (lecturer Witness), Case Numbq 36351

I am a lecturer at the Deparunent of Architecture, Building Science and I was teaching 3'd
year students on 286 September 2017.I arrived at the school at 1500 hours for the classei for
that day. When I was driving into the university compound some students told me "Madam
ntdisha gai yako hawa ma askai watagonga bure (Madarn, reverse your car it witl be damaged
by the police)." I nevertheless decided to proceed as I had a class. As we were organizing
ourselves together with other lecturers, we saw some of the students agltatedgetting outside
the class. We asked them what was wrong and they told us the police were taunting them
from outside. In a few minutes we heard teargas canisters being fired at the ADD courtyard
outside the ADD Building. We could see the smoke and told the students to calm down. A
few minutes later, another teargas canister was thrown into the classroom where the
students were seated leading to furttrer commotion. There were around 120 students. One
lecturer had a key to the staffwashroom and we went there to wash our eyes together with
the lady students. We then went to our staff office where the students followed us to keep
safe. We could not lock the door since it is a glass door but our students used a model to
place a barrier so the place would look like a store. We stayed there for about two hours.
We were communicating with our colleagues who had gone to the studio with the 4h year
students. We could hear the police upstairs say "Fungueni! (Open)". I heard the police
saying, "Nyamazeni, achene kuptsa kclele. Kujmi nje, si nyinyi tfinaserna ndio mnajua hrcoma!
(Keep quiet, stop making noise, come out, you say you are educated)". When all was over
we heard accounts of what had happened. One of our colleagues who was stuck in her car
during the incident told us how she saw students being frog marched, told to lie down and
clobbered by the police with rungus. When we were leaving one of our colleagues gave a
lift to a student from the Building Economics class who told him that his classmate was
raped by a police officer. The student said that their classes are on Level 5. The police took
them to the basement where they were beaten and the lady was reportedly raped.
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l8.I flecturer Witness), Case Numb er 36291

I am the above named adult female Architecnrral lecturer at the University of Nairobi. On
Thursday 28h September 2017 at around 1330 hours, I had come back from lunch since
there was nowhere to eat because all the cafeterias were closed. Teargas was being thrown
along the road but I wasn't so surprised since I have seen this before. I waited in my car
until it calmed down then I went inside the ADD building. By 1400 hours, everything
returned to normal and I started my class which had around 100-ll5 3'd year students.
Around 1500 hours, I was joined by four other senior lecrurers. At 1530 hours, we started
hearing a lot of teargas canisters being fired outside. At around 1545 hours, teargas was
thrown-inside the studio where students were sitting. Stud;nts started running around
collecting their items as they washed their face due to the effect of the teargas. The four of us
together with about twenty five students went to our offrce to wait for the situation to calm.
We remained quiet since the GSU officers were approaching upstairs. I then heard students
being beaten upstairs. Through the window I saw GSU offrcers running around looking for
windows to throw teargas inside the classes. We covered the windows and crouched down
to avoid being spotted by the officers. I then heard screams, shouts and cries both inside and
outside the building. I also saw protestors along Mamlaka Road who were engaging the
GSU officers. I wondered why the offrcers entered the school to attack students yet the
protestors were outside the school. At around 1600 hours, I heard the police offrcers push
doors of the other studios. I got a call from my chairman who was with another group of
150 fourth and sixth year students marooned in their studio. He told me to make sure my
students were safe. The police officers managed to get into one of the studios where the
students had barricaded themselves. They got in after hoodwinking the students that they
had come to take them to safety. Immediately the door was opened they started beating the
students. At around 1730 hours, I got a call from a lecturer who told me it was safe to go
downstairs. I saw around ten police offrcers at the enEance of the building, twenty at the
parking lot, two trucks on State House Road, and one truck on Mamlaka Road. The officers
were arned with rungus and teargas canisters. I talked to some of my students in studio 2 &
3 who told me that while leaving the studios they were told to line up and as they passed
they were viciously beaten. Along the stairs there was also another group of GSU officers
who continued beating them. At the exit another group was asking for money, phones and
laptops and anyone who did not pay was taken back inside and beaten. As a departrnent we
received no communication from the Vice Chancellor about the police presence in the
school. We wrote to the school management on 296 September 2017 seeking answers on the
incidence but we haven't received any feedback yet. The University has since been closed
indefinitely due to the ensuing tension and no student is allowed in.

19. (lecturer victim/witness), Case Number 36293

"Today I was humiliated, vilified and striped of my dignity. As a distinguished public
servant and taxpayer and most importanfly a law-abiding citizen, I have never felt so low.
Having to lie down with my students to escape the long end of a police baton is more than I
had bargained for. It is even more sickening that all during my 4 years as a student of the
same university I never crossed path with these characters, why now? Anyway, the quick
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response and heroic act of one of the university security guards saved my skin. The
gentleman risked his life to personally walk me out of the university ADD building to my
car. I am safe and sound having survived the ordeal without being beaten but I am saddened
for the beating meted on my students, majority of whom are fresher's." (Via Social Media)

20 Case Numbq 36293

I am an architectural student at the University of Nairobi. On 286 September, 2017, we
were in Level 5 Architecture Building having a class. We then heard tension outside and
saw teargas in the air. I saw about two or three teargas canisters being thrown into ttre
building. We started running out of the class, but when we reached the ground floor, we
were stoppedby GSU offiii:rs who told us not to leave. Some of the students decidEd to run
for the exit and I joined in the run. The GSU officers then started hitting students randomly
as they existed the premises. Some of the students were falling or fainting due to being hit or
due to the teargas. Many of the students were injured in the process of leaving the school. I
was able to leave but was hit by one of the officers in the back. I am yet to receive medical
attention. I am now at home and have not been back to the university.

21. Casc Numbq 36294

I am an architecflrral student at the University of Nairobi. On 286 September, 2017, we
were in class in Level 5 Architecnrre Building. We then heard teargas being shot in the
building. The teargas canisters were in Level4 classes but the effects were also felt in Level 5
classes. Some of us decided to hide in the washrooms. After some moment, GSU ofEcers
came into ttre washrooms and told us that they were evacuating people from the building.
We left the washrooms and started to walk to the exit. When we got to Level 2, the GSU
officers told us to sit down. We were a group of about twenty students. The officers then
asked us to give them money if we wanted to be released. One of the female students was
seen with a phone and they hit her and took the phone. She was hit several times and
verbally rebuked for using her phone. I had my phone and was able to get arl audio
recording of part of the incident before being released. As the offrcers continued to ask for
money, yve were joined by some more students. At some point, some of the students
decided to run for the main gate and the officers would randomly hit them with clubs as
they ran. I was not hit in the incident, but I know several of my classmates who were
injured in the process. Later on we were allowed to leave. I am currently at home and have
not retumed to the university.

22. Case Numbq36295

I am a 3'd year student pursuing a Bachelor's Degree in Quantity Survey. This statement is
made in support of a complaint against police officers who were involved in an operation at
the university ground. On Thursday 28* September 2017 at around 1400 hours, I was in
school to attend my normal lectures. My lecture had bounced and so I used that opportunity
to do registration for members of professional bodies such as the Institute of Quantity
Surveyors of Kenya QQSK) and CRESA. The registration was being done at Level 2 Floor
at the ADD building at the university. The ADD building is where the architecture, survey
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and real estate students attend classes. As I was doing the registration some GSU offrcers
who were outside the building started throwing teargas at us. This was in an attempt to gain
access to the building. We did not know what was happening and so we ran back to the
classrooms. The main entrance to the building was not locked and so it was easy for the
officers to enter. I quickly rushed to the l" Floor where I could see people being beaten by
the police using gun butts. While climbing through the stairs we met a female student who
had fainted. My friend called f who we were together with and knows some first aid
procedures tried to help the unconscious student. I proceeded to the 3'd Floor to look for
I'r handbag as we had left it there. While there I saw the GSU officers quickly
approaching and so I decided to go to the men's washroom to seek cover. Inside I met a I't
year female student and a male student who were also hiding from the police. A total of five

- male officers came to the washroom and started beatiffg us. They severely beat us and later
ordered the male student to leave the room. He however refused to leave and the offrcers
told him to lie down where he was viciously beaten for deffing their orders. They severely
beat us and then they asked us which part of the country we came from. I told them that I
come from Meru and the male student said he came from Taita. The other female student
had been dragged outside by the offrcers as she could not speak due to the beatings. One of
the officers asked me "uffievaa suruali? Unaweza toa?" (Ate you wearing an underwear? can
you remove it?) The male student told me to get outside as he might get injured and might
not be able to save me in case the offficers decide to rape me. That's when I stood and got
out of the washroom. We were dragged down the stairs while being beaten by the officers.
We went down the ground floor were we met other offrcers who prevented us from exiting.
I therefore decided to stay under the staircase and that is when a GSU officer saw me and
approached me saying "Umenilenga? Umenilmga?" (Yov have dismissed me, you have
dismissed me?). There was no one else around there and I felt he could do anything to me so
I stood up removed his cap and threw it at him. He used his gun butt to hit me on my
thighs. I went to the 2od Floor where I met a girl who had fainted but the officers were still
beating her. I can remember her face. Some male students came and carried her away. I
went to the ground floor where I found some girls being assaulted by the police. We were
told to lie down while being beaten. Later we were told to hold each other's shoulders and
walk in a file towards Statehouse Road. The other ladies went to town and I proceeded to
Stella Awinja Hall via Nyerere Road to a friend's hostel. I have not yet received any
medical treatrnent. My legs and thighs are still hurting. I bought Deep Heat ointrnent and
applied on the legs. I have not also recorded a statement with the police. I am also
psychologically ffaumatized by the incident. Due to the trauma, I decided to go I
I Hospital on 2d October 2017 to seek counselling services. I spoke to counsellor
officer who gave me an appointrnent for counselling on l2e October 2017. I request the
commission to intervene by protecting my rights and that of other students at the university.

23 (witness) (20 years) Case Number 36478

I am a 3'd year Quantity Survey student and I make this statement here at ADD Campus, in
support of a complaint against police brutality meted on students by GSU officers within the
campus building. On Thursday 28b September 2017 at around 0900 hours, a small group of
students were demonstrating along State House Road against the detention of Babu Owino.
The GSU officers then started to ttrow teargas at the students demonstrating on State
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House Road. At first it was not violent until 1200 hours. All this time I was in class room
3l4A (ADD) from where I could see everything that was happening. After class at around
1230 hours, the GSU officers started entering the School of Built Environment (ADD)
premises. They started punishing the students along State House Road, Mamlaka Road and
around ADD. Later they entered ADD building. At this time, I had moved from class into
the ADD library for my safety. The offrcer at the library then closed the door. At ADD, the
GSU ofEcers ordered everyone on the ground floor, including the Lavington Security
Bud&, to lie down and they started floggrng, slapping, and stepping on students' backs.
Some were snatching phones from students, stealing money from them and mocking them,
for example the ladies were referred to as "Nyanya wazte!" (Old women!). All this time I
could see everything happening from the library since the GSU offrcers had not noticed that
students wefE: in the library. one of us by the name 

-took 

a video which is
currently circulating on social media. The GSU offrcers then went on to the second floor,
and beat more students. After sometime they requested the officer at the library to open the
door for them to enter. She (Librarian) initially refused but opened afterwards when the
police threatened to break the door. On entering the library, they ordered everyone to stand
where they were and they started beating them as they ordered them to move out leaving
their laptops and phones. I heard one mention that the University was under the police and
evelyone was under their order. At this moment some students managed to hide themselves
in the boolshelves and under the tables. I was one of those who hid and witnessed thorough
beating of many students includ.ing I. The library officer managed to collect the
laptops as the GSU officers ordered the laptops to be collected and moved out. The police
officers then frog marched the students who were lying on the ground outside the ADD
while beating them. They also ordered them to take out their books and start reading as they
lay on the ground outside. Other students were ordered to march in a line holding their
shoulders as they walked home. There was also another squad stationed at the lower gate of
ADD which is along State House Road. They were beating all those who had been released
from ADD. After I moved from the library to Mamlaka A, I found other GSU officers
beating up students at Mamlaka B and Prefab 4. This went on until the GSU officers at
ADD came for those at Mamlaka and that is when they went away. I request KNCHR to
avail justice and stop such brutality in the future.

A.-, CaseNumber 1629}

I make this statement in support of a complaint against General Service Unit police offrcers
who assaulted me at the University of Nairobi, Main Campus. On Thursday 28* September
2017 at around 1400 hour, we were with other students at the ADD Complex studying
while other students were in group discussions. The GSU officers entered the building and
started beating students. We could tell that the offrcers are from the GSU unit from their
attire of green combat uniform. They started beating the students from ground floor going
up. I was on 56 Floor and when they got to us, one police officer slapped me and started
beating me with a baton. I can identiff the officer who slapped and beat me. I tried to tell
him that there is nothing wrong I had done but he could not listen. The more we pleaded
our innocence, the more we were beaten as they told us to shut up. The offrcers then asked
us to go out of the building in a line and when we got to ground floor, they asked us to lie
on the ground. They continued beating us as we helplessly lay there. They were more than
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seven offrcers. We were then told to get up and asked to make a line again and walk out of
the ADD building. We met with other GSU officers at the gate who asked us to lift our
hands up. They also demanded that each one of us do press ups at the gate as we counted 1-

10 in our mother tongue. Whenever one tried explaining that they were not part of the
demonstrators as the officers were alluding, helshe would be beaten thoroughly. I did not
sustain serious injuries so I did not go to hospital for medication. I was able to get some
photographs and videos of students who were being beaten by the officers outside the
building through the window on 5e Floor that I attached on email. I am also willing to
testiff if called upon to do so. We need dispensation of justice for the malicious acts
committed by the GSU officers on innocent students.

25. (Lecturer) (57 years), Case Number 36300

It was around 0900 hours on 28u September 2017 whrle at my offrce situated at UON Main
Campus. I heard loud noise of people who were demonstrating near St. Paul's church. After
about 45 minutes I saw police officers and UON private security guards diverting traffic
away from University Way. I went in that direction to find out the occurrences only to
realize it was police engaging in running battles with students who were demonstrating the
arrest of Babu Owino, a former student leader and currently a Member of Parliament. The
police officers then went to the hostels and hurled teargas canisters. The officers used
truncheons to beat up students and scores were injured among them from the ADD and
School of Medicine who were coming from Chiromo.

26. Case Number 36301

I am the above named adult male and make this statement in support of a complaint against
General Service Unit and Regular police officers at Nairobi University, Main campus who
assaulted me. On Thursday 28d September 2017, at around 1530 hours, police officers
drawn from the General Service Unit in green uniform invaded the University premises. I
was from attending a class on Science and Technology atLT University tower and as I was
walking towards my hostel, Hall 3 (lower Statehouse Unit), when I was attacked. One of the
police offrcers chased me and I ran into my room where he followed me. He hit me on my
knee with his baton and only managed to escape when another student run past us which
made him lose concentration. I jumped through the window from the second floor to the
ground floor and started running away, however I did not make it far due to the injuries I
had suffered. There were some students near the rugby pitch who were following the
happenings. They came to my rescue and whisked me to safety. The students whom I can
identiff by appearance, took me to the school clinic where upon arrival we discovered that it
had been closed down. The hostel custodian requested for the University ambulance which
arrived at around I 700 hours. The ambulance ferried us to the staff clinic near Hall 1 I , State
House Road where a painkiller injection was administered. I rested there for a while as the
ambulance made several trips from the school to the clinic ferrying other injured students.
Some students were ffeated and discharged but three of us were taken to 

-

Hospital. At the hospital we were received at the Accidents and Emergency area and
referred to Dr ! who examined my knee after an X-ray. We waited until 0500 hours the
following day for the medical report which indicated that I had suffered soft tissue injuries
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on my knee. I was discharged and taken back to the school hostel where I rested until 1600
hours when my Aunt arrived and took me home. I believe that the officers who assaulted
the students had ill motives to inflict suf[ering to the students in a bid to scare them from
taking part in any political activity. I request the commission to intervene by protecting
student's rights, including causing the perpetrators to be arrested and also, for compensation
for the injuries the students suffered.

(22 yearc), Case Numb q 36352.

On Thursday 28* September 2017, I was seriously assaulted by offrcers without any
justification. I do not know them by name neither can I identiff them. The circumstances
leading to this incident were as follows. On 28th September 2017 at or about 1400 hours,
my colleagues and I were aboard the school bus that ferried us from Mathare Mental
Hospital where our Psychiatry rotations are usually held. We were headed to the Chiromo
Campus of the University of Nairobi. The bus driver stopped at the Architecture,
Development and Design Campus (ADD Campus) and I heard gunshots. Soon thereafter as
we approached the main campus, a group of GSU offrcers entered the bus in the midst of
traffic. I was seated on the second last row of the bus. The officers immediately started
shouting, uftering the words, "Kila mtu laleni chini!" (Everybody lie down!). I noticed that
the people seated in front obeyed them immediately before the people at the back could
realize what was happening. They then ordered us to get out of the bus as they threatened to
throw tear gas canisters in the bus. I immediately knelt facing down. The officers continued
shouting at the students ordering them to lie down. They repeatedly laughed at us as we
struggled to kneel. An officer headed towards the back of the bus and pulled up a glrl whom
he roughed up by touching her breasts and then ordered her to lie down. She whimpered as

she fell down. The officer pushed people brutally as he returned to the front of the bus. He
stepped on the shoulder of a colleague who was beside me. He eventually decided to go over
the seats. I peeped and saw another offrcer who dragged a colleague out of the bus. I then
heard slaps and screams. I was traumatized from the incident on that day. I request the
Commission to intervene by protecting my rights and the rights of my colleagues, including
causing the perpetrators to be arrested.

27

28. (23 years), Case Number 36305

I am the above named adult female and I make this statement in support of a complaint
against General Service Unit officers who tortured me. On Thunday 286 September 2017,I
was seriously assaulted by offrcers without any justification. I do not know them by name
but I can identiff them. On the material day at or about 1600 hours, my colleagues and I
were aboard the school bus that fenied us from Mathare Mental Hospital where our
Psychiary rotations are usually held. The bus stopped at the ADD c:rmpus and then I heard
gunshots. Some GSU Offrcers entered the bus which had slowed down due to traffic. I was
seated on the second last row of the bus and could not see the front. The Offrcers
immediately started shouting, uttering the words, "Laleni Chini!" (Lie Down!) One officer
ordered another to collect my phone shouting, "Huyo amepiga picha!" (That one has taken a
photograph) as he approached the back of the bus. I struggled to kneel facing down but
there was insufficient room to allow me to do so. The officer noticed that I had not knelt
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and ordered me to do so quickly as he shouted. I told him that there was no room. He again
shouted at me ordering me to give him my phone but I had managed to hide it in my pocket
before he reached my seat. It was at this moment that he pushed me. I hurt my left hand and
bruised my right thigh against the metallic frames of the seat in the bus. He then pushed
through to the back of the bus (to sexually assault a colleague as I later found out). I then
heard screams coming from behind my seat. A colleague was being harassed and soon fell
to the ground crying. As the officer made his way to the front of the bus he stepped on my
shoulder. I saw another offrcer drag a colleague out of the bus. I heard the offrcers shout at
the colleague and a few minutes later, they brought him back. I did not go to hospital for the
bruises sustained. I believe that the offrcers who assaulted me and my colleagues,
deliberately wanted to hurt us for no justiflrable reason. My limbs are key to my medical
profession for purposes of conducting surgery as well as examining patients. I request the
Commission to intervene by protecting my rights, including causing the perpetrators to be
arrested.

29 Case Number 36303

I am the above named adult female and I give this statement in support of a complaint
against General Service Unit police officers who assaulted me in the bus of the University of
Nairobi as we were heading back to our Hostels at Kenyatta. On Thursday 28h September
2017 at around 1630 hours, after dropping our colleagues who reside at Main Campus, we
proceeded to Kenyatta where we reside (our hostels). This was after our practical classes at
Mathare Mental Hospital. As we got to the left turn after St. Paul's Church, there was traffic
and the bus slowed down. I then saw GSU officers entering the bus. They were in helmets
and gleen combat uniform, others with shields and others with something that looked like a
gun, I believe it was a ter gas launcher. The officers outside were so many, about twenty or
thirty. About ten officers started hitting the bus and said "simamisheni basi, mnamda wapi?"
(Stop the bus, where are you going?). The bus driver then stopped. I peeped outside and one
officer with sunglasses who I can identiff told me "rudisha kichwa ndani (take your head back
to the bus)" as he hit me. One officer entered the bus and told everyone to lie down. He
stated "kila mtu chini chini" (everybody down!). I was seated three seats from the back of the
bus. Another officer walked in and demanded to know why other people were not
complying as he hit them on their heads with a baton. He got to where I was and I had not
gone down because there was no space. I was still seated and he used a baton to hit my head
accusing me of not complying with his orders. I shielded my head from the baton using my
hand as I told them there was no space. The offrcer then slapped me continuously. The
officer who was outside told the one hitting me that I had taken a photo using my phone
and should give it to him. I told them that my phones were offand had not taken any photo
and refused to give my phone. The offrcer slapped me again. The one outside said 'Unaona
jina yake ni Wafula, anafikiia hapa ni Bungoma. Unachem na serikali?'(Her name is Wafula
and she thinks this is Bungoma. You are joking with the Government?). The one inside
continue slapping me as the one outside hit my hand with a baton from the window. The
one inside then hit me with a baton before making his way out of the bus. He told the ones
kneeling on the pathway "tunataka kupita" (We want to pass). He then started stepping on
their heads and shoulders while supporting himself using the metal bar that is normally on
the roof of the bus. He stepped on the students on the passenger's way until he got to the
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front. I then looked outside and the officer in sunglasses asked me "Wewe bado unaruangalia?
Unafkiria siwezi tupa teargas ndani?" (You are still looking at us. you think I cannot tfuow
teargas inside?). He took one teargas canister out and showed it to me and said, "unafkiia
siwezi atpa moja?"(You think I can't throw one?) Another one came and started hitting me
with his baton asking, "nyinyi mmetoka wapi?" (W'here are you coming from?). I told him we
were from Mathare Hospital and he walked away. They kept telling lus, "hamuezi cheza na
seikali!" (You cannot play with the Govemment). I did not seek any medical attention. At
that moment it was not painful until the following day, but I just stayed at home. I can
identiff some of the officers who committed these atrocities. I would be willing to testifr as
a witness if called upon to do so but I would also have to think about it. I feel that the police
need to be held accountable. We were not part of the demonstrators but had the violations
inflicted on us. I would want the perpetrators held accountable for their actions by the
Commission. A friendf, was seatedbefore me andwas hit on the head.

30. Case Numbq 36302

I am a student in the School of Medicine at the University of Nairobi. On Thursday 286
September 2017 at around 1300 hours, we were going to Mathare Hospital for clerkship
tutorials aboard the school bus. The driver wamed us that the main campus was in chaos.
We followed the Westlands route and headed to Mathare where we completed our
assignment. On our way back to school at around 1600 hours, the driver followed Main
Campus route and dropped us at the graduation square as the rest of the students proceeded
towards KIIIH where they reside. On my way to Hall 10, I found a few students resting
outside while others were in their rooms. Two GSU offrcers approached the students and
the students ran away. I followed the students but I didn't enter Hall 10. Instead, I ran
towards the sick bay. At the sick bay where we were hiding with a few students, we could
see both Halls 3 & 10. A large number of GSU officers entered Hall 3 where some students
had escaped to. I could hear students screaming and one student jumped from the second
floor. He became immobile and was later carried into a university ambulance. Another
person (well built) was standing next to the second ambulance that was parked directly
opposite the door to the staff clinic. He was talking to the medical staff inside the
ambulance. The GSU offrcers tumed to him and beat him leaving him immobile. The
officers then removed students who were in Hall3 and frog marched them to the front of the
Hall. I together with other students went behind the sick bay to hide. Suddenly about five
officers stormed the hospital compound (sickbay, laboratory, suryical center, UCT) and ran
towards us. We had to climb up a high fence with a razor wire to escape from the police
attacks. I was injured in the right biceps by the razor wke. After I fell on the other side, I felt
pain on my left knee. One officer chased us further even after we Ieft the school compound.
We entered a nearby nursery school towards to Chiromo Campus. We rested at the nursery
for a while and proceeded towards Chiromo because the nursery students were leaving for
home. We crossed the river near Chiromo and mingled with students who were going for
their evening classes. From there I moved down the graduation square but students still
couldn't enter their residential halls because the GSU offrcers were still walking around. I
stayed at the Chancellors Court until 1900 hours. When the GSU offrcers finally left, I went
to my room where I changed my shirt because it had blood stains due to the injuries on the
right arm. I still have the tom shirt with blood stains. I did not seek medical check-up
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because my bleeding had stopped. When I opened our class WhatsApp goup, I found
about eighty messages from my colleagues complaining that those who were left in the bus
were beaten by the GSU officers. I request for justice from our systems.

31. (19 years), Case Numbq 36481

I am a 1$ year Architecture female student and I make this statement in support of a
complaint against police brutality meted on me by GSU officers within the ADD Campus
building. I am barely a month since I joined the university. The attack on our peace while
studying was unwaranted and unnecessary. At around 1400 hours on 28s September 2017,
the police launched a tear gas canister outside our department block and mayhem ensued.
We were on the 2od floor commonly known as ADD Level 4. The lecturers as well as the
students, tried to escape but we were unable to as the police had entered the school
compound. As a last resort, we decided to remain in our studio and remain quiet so as not
to be spotted by the police. They threw two more tear gas canisters in front of the studio exit
door. The doors were locked and windows closed on our floor but we could hear the police
banging the doors as they tried to force their way in. Then one of the students shouted in
panic "Haikuwa sisi..... tuachilieni" (It was not us, leave us alone). The police broke into the
room and shouted telling us to come out of our hiding. I was at the back of the crowd and I
saw the police ruthlessly beating up the students at the front. They beat all of us as we
walked out in a file. We were then told to raise our hands up and to move down the
staircase. More officers were waiting for us down the staircase and they repeatedly beat us
with punches, kicks and batons. We were then assembled in front of the exit and asked to
give kitu kidogo (money) to an officer stationed at the door in order to be released. Most of us
escaped while he was preoccupied with another group of students and all we could hear him
say to his colleagues was, "Shika hao...wamekataa kulipa" (Arrest them they have refused to
pay). We were again assembled along the pavement and told to lie on the bare ground. They
ridiculed us by saying "Nyinyi ndio mnajiona wasomi,..toeni hizo vitabu zeflu rruanze kusoma....
tuone penye madegree zenu zitawapeleka". (Since you think you are learned, get your books and
start reading, we shall see how far those degrees will take you). One of the offrcers slapped a
boy who was in front of me for hesitating to open his book while another started poking my
stomach with his club for not reading my notes. He attempted to hit me with his club but
luckily my bag was in front and shielded me. Another offrcer said"Mnajiona mkona A......eti
mnatuitanga maclass 8 na watu wa D.....leo tutawafunza kama hao malecfiirer wenu..,.ngoja
muone. " ( You say you scored A and you say we are class 8 and D students, today we shall
teach you like your lecturers, just wait). A male student who was filming the scenario was
caught and taken aside and ruthlessly beaten. The police took away the students' phones
while damaging the phones that they said were cheap by stepping on them. A lady's hair
braids were pulled by some offrcer. One male student was beaten on the knees for simply
looking at one of the officer's direcfly in the eyes, while another was beaten until he was
unable to walk. Another officer ordered the male students to separate from the females.
They then told us to make a straight line and wherever the line had a surve, the student at
that curve was beaten with a club. They then forced us to squat and to start frog marching
towards the gate. While frog marching, the officers who were positioned on both sides
continued beating us as they laughed. Personally I was beaten on my thighs, hands and
back. As they beat us up they ordered us to shout while chanting the
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words,"tuttegotna.....tutasoma (We are on strike,We shall study)". Some ridiculed us telling
us to call for help from Babu Owino. I have said my part as a victim of brutality at the hand
of law enforcement officers while I hope and pray that justice may be served.

(23 years), Case Numbq 36323

I am the above named male student at University of Nairobi. I make this statement at the
University ADD building in support of a complaint against GSU officers who assaulted me
and some other students while at the University. It was on 28e 2017 when the
GSU officers broke into our room in Mamlaka B. I was with my friend
when they broke in. They were two offrcers in green jungle uniform and they were carrying
their rungus. They started beating us with the rungus and ordered us to get out of the room.
We found some other officers who were outside the room and they also started beating us as
they followed us out of the building. On reaching outside the building there were around ten
officers who ordered us to lie on the ground and started beating us. My friend I *ut
hit on the head and he started bleeding and I was hit on my lower back and on my right
hand. Later on their commander came and ordered them to stop beating us, he asked who
beat us and we pointed at the officers who hit us. The commander told us to stand up and
he escorted us to our room and he asked us to relax for some time and consider seeking
medication. We later on went to the University clinic to seek medication. I was examined
and given soqre painkillers and referred to Kenyatta National Hospital (KM{) for an X-ray.
My friend I'r injury was dressed since it was still bleeding. I request for action to be
taken against those GSU officers who were involved in assaulting innocent University
students.

33. Case Numbq 36326

I am a student at the University of Nairobi undertaking a Bachelor's degree in Economics
and Statistics. I have some video clips and picnrres in support of how the police assaulted
the University students on 28e September 2077. I witnessed the incident and I was also
beaten by the police officers. I was in ADD building library and I took the picnrres through
the window where we had locked ourselves. The library is on ground floor of ADD
building. The incident started at 1400 hours when the officers came to the road and started
throwing tear gas canisters. At that time I was outside Hall 9, since we were to have a
Christian Union cnrsade outside the Hall. Due to the ongoing disturbances around the
University, I was considering postponing the cnrsade. A tear gas canister was thrown close
to Hall 9 and the University cafeteria. I ran to my room where the police threw a tear gas
canister. Together with my friend, we left our room with our books and went to ADD
library. While there I witnessed the police running after students who were outside the
ADD building. After about thirry minutes the police offrcers entered ADD building ground
floor and told the students to lie down. Some officers then proceeded upstairs where they
ordered the students to go to the ground floor. The students were ordered to lie down as the
officers beat them. I know one female student who was thoroughly beaten. After beating
them they were chased away. I also witnessed a lecturer being harassed in front of the
students despite having shown his identity card to the police. After they chased the first lot
away, the police officers came to the library where we had locked ourselves. They started
knocking the door and threatened the librarian who later opened the door and the police
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offrcers entered. They started beating us and I hid under the chair. One officer noticed those
of us who were hiding under the chair. He asked us to give him money so as to allow us
continue hiding from the other officers. I gave him Ksh.100 and he also received money
from other students. The police later ordered us to get outside of the building and told us to
either go to our rooms or to town. We run towards St. Paul's Church where I stopped to
buy some roasted maize on the street. While waiting for my change from the maize vendor,
I saw a police officer approaching me and I quickly run away. In the process I slipped in a
ditch at St. Paul's Chapel where I injured my leg. The police threw tear gas at us while
fleeing. I crossed the road towards KEMU towers and only came back to the university at
around 2030 hours after the officers left. I sustained injuries
not go to hospital but I bought some painkillers. My friend
the head and was taken to Kenyatta National Hospital.

on shoulder and leg. I did
was hit on

u. (23 years), Case Number 36331

I am the above named adult female and I make this in support of a complaint against
General Service Unit police offrcers who assaulted me in the bus of the University of
Nairobi as we were heading back to the Hostels at Kenyatta. On Thursday 28e September
2017 at around noon, I was from my class going to my hostel. At Mamlaka Road, we saw
GSU offrcers dressed in their jungle uniform, green in colour and had helmets. They also
had more than ten vehicles. As we were passing, the officers threw teargas and we ran off
towards the hostels. Pupils of Nairobi Primary also suffered from the effects of teargas as

they were outside playing. I got to the hostel and then went to buy food at Club 36 where I
found another group of about flrfteen police offrcers. They were beating anyone who was
selling food at club 36 and did not have an apron. They were targeting the young people.
One young man who sells smokies was beaten and broke his hand. One offrcer also poured
'ndengu' stew (green gram stew) on another lady who looked like she was in her 40's. The
officers also threw teargas all over the place. At that moment, we were hiding in a nearby
residential house and we only came out when things calmed down. We left the area and ran
towards our hostel which we found locked by the students for fear of the police. We ran
again towards ADD where we found other students crying. I saw the ones who had been
injured as they were being carried to the students' clinic. Other students showed me videos
of students lying on the ground and they were being caned using 'rungus' and long thick
sticks. The officers were also using their boots to kick the students. I was also shown a
picture of Professor Rukwaro being taken away by the police. He was on the floor of the
police vehicle. From the ADD building, we went to the Prefabs Hostels where we found
some first year students who complained that they had been beaten by the police. The
offrcers got them from their rooms and started assaulting them. These first year students
were only two weeks old and had no idea that there was a strike in the school. I went to the
Students' Center where I found other students who told me that an engineering student
from Hall 11 was thrown out of the window by an officer. He reportedly got stuck on a tree
and then fell on the ground. At ADD, I saw female students being sexually harassed and
being called 'Malaya' (prostitutes) by an offrcer who had been left behind after the fiasco.
They also ridiculed the students saying that that the students had passed well but they would
be caned by police offrcers who got D grade. I do not feel comfortable to testiff because no
one will come to my defense. I expect the Commission to use the evidence adduced to
prosecute the officers who committed these atrocities and get the current Vice Chancellor
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Iylbithi out of the school. It should also be used to justiff why the officers should never be
allowed inside the school compound.

35 years), Case Numbq 36328

I am the above named adult, a student leader and I make this statement in support of a
complaint against police brutality meted on university students by GSU offrcers deployed to
quell demonstrations on the 286 September 2017. This was after the police rearrested Babu
Owino and the students of the UoN came out in solidarity to stage a protest. Since I am a
student leader I took an active role in the demonstration. We called students to Freedom
Comer and issued them with placards with the words, "I stand with Babu". We started at
State House Road before moving to University Way. We did not intend to cause chaos we
wanted it peaceful. Cars stopped and soon police appeared.I was standing by the campus
fence along Luther Plaza. We started hearing gunshots and I came to realize it was teargas
being lobbed by the police. I crossed the highway towards KEMU Towers and officers who
were in a truck stopped me and one said I was part of the demonstrators. At that point the
demonstrators were dispersed. I was still holding the placard and a whistle. We started an
altercation and they said we were being paid. They said I was a Luo and they started
rebuking me. More trucks full of police officers and water cannons drove in towards
campus. The officers had tnrncheons and they were in full combat gear. I quickly went
inside the campus to avoid arrest and went striight to my room at I wherl I live in ls
Floor. I looked from the window and I could see officers everywhere. They were throwing
teargas while beating students. At around 1500 hours, things became worse. More students
were being targeted, some were being arrested and taken into a truck that was parked along
Statehouse Road. At around 1800 hours, I saw three officers escorting students one by one
from the tnrck and letting them free. They were approximately twenty students. At some
point a teargas canister was thrown into an open field into dry grass and caught fire. A
ground's man helped to put out the fire. At around 1900 hours, I started going round to
assess the situation. At the female hostel, I saw several students moving out with their
belongings. Everyone looked traumatized. One student told me that at some point ongoing
lectures were intemrpted and scores of students were injured. I went to the student clinic
where I was informed that three students were treated and discharged. I was informed that
some were referred to KNH where I went to follow up. I was told about nine students
reported at KNH with minor injuries and all were released. I went back to campus and went
to male students' hostels. I found that some window panes were broken. The following
morning, I went to the student clinic and found a male student, 

- 

recuperating.
He informed me that officers pushed him from second floor to the ground. I met another
student who was attacked but he was not willing to give information due to fear. I request
KNCHRto help us get justice.

36. (20 years), Case Number 36330

I am an adult male and a 3'd year student pursuing Bachelor of Architectural Studies at the
University of Nairobi. I make this statement in support of a complaint being investigated by
KNCHR against the police in relation to the attack meted on university students and staff
on 286 September 2017. On the said day, I was in 3'd year class studio where students were
doing their site analysis for a presentation that was to happen at about 1400 hours. We were
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about a hundred and twenty (120) students in the class. The exact number of students
present on that day can be known through attendance register for that day. At about 1300
hours, I heard an explosion from outside not far from the studio. I first thought it was a
studio board that had fallen in 2d year classroom upstairs. Suddenly I saw 4b year students
running towards 2d year studio and at that time I realized that the police had thrown
teargas canisters into the departrnent's premises (but not inside the classroom). My lecturer
Ms. Etta Madete told the students to leave the class in order for her to arrange the studio
assisted by about ten students. The rest of us moved to the 2d year studio space and at about
1600 hours, another teargas canister was thrown outside the classes. About five (5) lecturers
were within the studio areas discussing on the site parameters which had been changed. At
about 1614 hours, a teargas canister was thrown into the 3'd year studio. We ran towards the
2d year studio through the staircase in a state of panic. Some students went up to Level 6
area. During the commotion, the first year students were seated in the studio. A stone was
thrown into 2od year studio and we all moved into the first year studio. I suspected that the
GSU officers were smoking bhang as I could smell bhang when we were strategizing on
how to exit the ADD building. The GSU officers attempted to enter into the area where the
students were hiding in the first year studio but could not succeed because the students had
blocked the two entry points. They then climbed the stairs and then came back to the entry
points and duped the students to open saying "Funguani hatuwapigi" (Open, we will not
harm you). We opened the door and saw about four GSU offrcers who ordered us to get out
with our hands raised and walk in a straight line. Two of the GSU officers had batons while
others did not have weapons. Three officers were beating the students as they were exiting
while one slapped the students on the head. As I was getting out of the building, one GSU
officer pulled me aside telling me that "wewe ndio ulikuwa unapiga picha, kuja hapa" (Are you
the one who was taking pictures, come here). He continued beating me. I do not know why
the GSU picked on me. On the ground floor, there was a group of about forty students who
were squatting near the notice board. As I started walking outside the ADD building at the
courtyard towards Mamlaka Road, a GSU offrcer who looked like a Somali told me to take
a different direction in a manner to suggest that the latter was a safer route. Some few
meters ahead, there were three GSU offrcers who tumed back and started beating me with
'rungus' (batons) after having thrown me on ground. I sustained bruises on my elbows and
in the process, my eye glasses as well as my ruclaack fell. One of the officers ordered me to
open my phone accusing me of having taken photos of the GSU activities within the
university. He hit my phone with the rungu and broke the screen guard. My phone had gone
off as it did not have power and as such the GSU offrcers didn't open it. He also ordered me
to empty the bag which had a laptop and Architectural equipment. The officer while
releasing me demanded a bribe and I told him that I did not have any money with me. He
hit me with a baton saying that 'student mgani huyu hana pesa (what kind of student are you
without money)'. From there, I joined the other students who had been ordered to walk in a
straight line holding each other on the shoulders. I then proceeded to YWCA hostels
through the lower gate on Nyerere Road. It was around 1730 hours. I also remember that
the chairman of the Architectural Department was within the office when the police threw
lobbed the tear gas canisters. I am not aware of any student from ADD building who was
involved in the demonstrations or any form of confrontation with the police. I do not
understand why the police came into the ADD building where students were busy with their
class work. I also wish to add that a GSU officer hit my glasses and laptop with his baton.

w "YorGor BRAINS, lVeGot BRAWN"



Further, I lost my Driving License and a phone power bank in the process of being roughed
up by the police. I have since leamt that the UoN's management led by the Vice-chancellor
has made a statement indicating that the management invited the police to get into the
university main campus as the security offrcials had been overwhelmed by criminals. I was
not involved in any demonstrations and I am innocent of any wrong-doing. The University
should never allow armed police offrcers to intemrpt classes and other areas where students
are peacefully going on with their classes. There are many other students who were
adversely affected by the police actions but who are scared of reporting the same.

37. (21 years), Case Numbq 36332

I am the above named adult male and I make this statement here at the Kenya National
Commission on Human Rights offices (Nairobi) in support of a complaint against the
General Service Unit (hereinafter referred to as 'the GSU') who physically assaulted me. On
286 September 2017 at around 1100 hours there were riots just outside the ADD Campus
along Mamlaka Road and it involved some students loyal to Hon. Paul Ongili alias Babu
Owino. At around 1300 hours, the situation got better but the General Service Unit officers
were still in the vicinity and specifically along State House Road. That day we had a studio
class at1400 hours which is the practical bit of Architecture that involves preparing models.
After a while, ateargas canister was thrown into the class and the students dispersed looking
for refuge. Some went to hide into the lecturers' offrces while others sought safety inside the
studio class. We decided to barricade the doors of the class and stayed inside. We could see

through the windows that the GSU officers had already entered the school compound. They
threw two more teargas canisters; one directed to us in the studio and the other one
targeting the students' upstairs. I heard students screaming downstairs as some fled upstairs.
I saw one male student who was forced to lie on the floor and seriously beaten by two GSU
officers. The offrcers then entered into the building that housed the classes as students ran
helter skelter seeking for safety away from the police. Those who ran outside the building
were intercepted by the officers, beaten and taken towards State House Road. At around
1500 hours, the GSU officers left the school compound momentarily but were still around. I
was informed that they were looking for a student who allegedly took their photos while
they were beating the students. At around 1600 hours, the officers came back to the school
compound while we were still inside the studio. We were close to 100 students inside the
class. The offrcers went for the students who hid inside the lecturers' offices and forced them
out as they mercilessly beat them. They tried to break down our barricades but they failed.
As a result, they negotiated with one of the students inside the studio to open the doors and
promised not to harm us. Some of us disagreed but the said student finally opened the door.
The students who opened the door were met with brutality as they were caned as the rest
ran to the far ends of the class. Some students even went to the extent of hiding inside the
roof. The offrcers formed two parallel lines and ordered us to pass through the middle with
our hands up as they beat us and sexually harassed the ladies by touching their private parts.
We were beaten with rungus and our phones were taken and broken into pieces. I was
personally beaten on my back and on my head and sustained a swollen ear. I did not seek
medical attention but visited a chemist to purchase painkillers. When we finally got
downstairs, we found a larger group of officers who ordered us to sit down with our hands
up. They inquired about the person who took picrures while hitting us at the same time.
They also kept asking us for money in order to be released. After a while, one student ran
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away from the officers and I followed suit. When we got outside, we met other GSU officers
who tried to arrest us but we escaped and I managed to get to Mamlaka Road. I saw
students being frog marched while their phones were taken and broken. I am still recovering
from the horrific event. I request the commission to intervene by protecting our rights,
including causing the perpetrators to be arrested and also compensation for the injuries the
students sustained.

38. Case Number 36337

39.

On Thursday 286 September 2017 at around 1600 hours, we were from Mathare Hospital
for our psychiatry rotation. The school bus dropped us at graduation square, main campus
as we were headed to the-hostels. I was with my other classmates, ten of thern and we
proceeded to our hostel. Everything was cool but from my observation, students seated
around the hostel looked tense and anxious. I inquired what was happening as I could see
people in groups and they told me that GSU officers were there. I could also smell tear gas.

I got to my room on second floor of Hall 10. From there, I have a good view of Hall I I and
3 as they are directly adjacent and opposite to my Hall. About three minutes later, I heard
people screaming. I locked the door of my room where we were with my friend I
When I looked through the window, I saw a crowd of students running to the hostels with
the GSU officers running after them. They did not access our hostel and I later learnt that it
is because the last student who got in locked the door with a padlock. The police who had
come to our hall then went to Hall 3. Around six officers came out of Hall2 with three
students and paraded them outside the Hall. They were made to frog march while being
beaten with rungus. One of the offrcers saw other students frlming and they beat the three
students asking them to ask their colleagues to stop filming. One officer pointed at us while
in the window of our rooms and said "Kijana hata Kama nyinyi ni wa A+ sisi ni watu wa
ngumbara tutawatandika" (Young man, even if you are an A+ student, we from the adult
leamers category will beat you). The three students were then frog marched to Hall 3 from
Hall 1l where they joined other four students and all were further repeatedly beaten. The
officers who entered Hall 3 were many and they assaulted students who they met at the
door and in their rooms. Students were crying and screaming for help. I saw a student go
through a balcony and jump through the window. An ambulance came and took him to
hospital.

(20 years), Case Numbq 36336

I am the above named adult male and make this statement to the Kenya National
Commission on Human Rights in support of a complaint against General Service Unit
police officers who invaded the University of Nairobi and physically assaulted the students
at ADD building. On Thursday 28* September 2017 at around 1500 hours, the 3'd year class
of Architecture at the University of Nairobi was in session. The students were busy going on
with their project work with the lecturers present. We heard a commotion from the ADD
building and all of a sudden tear gas canisters were lobbed into our classroom. There was a
sense of panic and students were rushing to leave the room that was quickly fi[ing up with
the pungent gas. I ran away for safety from the second floor of the ADD Building where our
studio is situated to the top floor of the building. After staying there for a few minutes
recovering from the effects of the tear gas, I retumed to the second floor. Through the
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window, I could see officers dressed in full combat green uniform armed with 'rungus'. I
could tell they were GSU officers because of the way they were dressed and the trucks they
were using. I cannot identiff them if they were paraded in front of me, as I did not get a
clear look of their faces. The officers were assaulting students who were trying to leave the
building. They forced the students to lie on the ground and physically assaulted them with
the 'rungus'. I managed to capture some photographs of the officers. However, one of them
spotted me taking the photos and pointed at me in a threatening manner. I changed my shirt
so that they could not recognize me. We barricaded the doors leading in and out of the
Architecnrre studios to prevent the officers from accessing them. On the floor below us, I
could hear sounds of the students screaming while being assaulted by the offrcers. The
officers continued to throw tear gas canisters from outside of the building into the
Architecnrre studios. After a period of being Qarricaded, some officers reached outside the
Architecture studios and persuaded one of the students to open the door. There were about
four officers who entered. They ordered us to form a single file with our arns raised. The
officers were beating anyone they. could lay their hands on as we exited the studios. One of
them demanded to know who was taking photographs. However, I remained silent.
Students were in a rush and panic to exit the studios. Some more officers were positioned on
the stairs and they were also kicking and beating the students as they rushed past them. I
was hit on the head and kicked on my right thigh by one of the officers. Some students
slipped and fell on the stairs in their hurry to get away. On reaching ground floor, there
were more officers positioned tltere, not less than ten. They too were physically assaulting
students as they rushed to exit the building. More officers were waiting outside of the
building. Some of them ordered the students to frog march. The officers who were more
than twenty ordered us to lie on the glound. It was clear that the police officers were having
fun canning us. They told us to stand up and form a single file with every person touching
the shoulder of the one in front. They ordered us to walk out of the ADD premises. One of
the officers singled out a girl and demanded her phone number, telling her that he would
call her later. Her name is and is my classmate. We were led out of the
ADD Building all the way to the St. Paul's Church junction. Students gathered there to wait
for their colleagues who were still inside the ADD building. While we were waiting, some
officers came and threw teargas at us. We had to run to town to seek refuge. It was around
1800 hours. I also know of someone who was injured by the officers. His name ir I

classmate. Some of the studentsI of telephone number
mentioned above

I have
not reported the incident anywhere else nor have I gone to hospital to seek medical
attention because I did not sustain serious injuries. I no longer feel safe going back to school
because of fear of the police officers invading our classrooms again, bearing in mind that it
is not the first time such an incident has occurred. A similar one took place in Aprrl2016,
where officers invaded the ADD Building and assaulted students and arrested some of
them. I consent to giving the Commission the photographs and videos in confidence. I
expect the Commission to bring to books the officers responsible for these atrocities to
prevent further occurrence of the same.

Case Number 36362

He is

40.
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I am the above named adult female of sound mind and make this statement to the Kenya
National Commission on Human Rights in support of a complaint against General Service
Unit police officers who physically assaulted students at the University of Nairobi. I am a
student of Real Estate and Construction at the University of Nairobi. On 28e September
2017 ,I was supposed to have a class at 1000 hours. Our class representative received a text
from the lecturer indicating that we were not going to have the class because of the riots. I
left ADD at 1030 hours after I found out that there would be demonstrations. One of my
classmates was saying that people were being gathered at Hall 9 so that demonstrations
could begin. I left and went to town. At Kenya Railways, I saw a water cannon and a GSU
tnrck fuIl of police officers police. I did not witness the students being beaten but in the
evening, I heard about the assault and saw some clips and images on social media. I also
happened to-be on a WhatsApp $oup where people were discussing how students were
beaten and some raped at the University of Nairobi. One of my lecturers who is also on the
same group called and asked me who were those students who were assaulted. I started
calling everyone that I know especially the ladies to find out those who were affected. The
fint one I spoke with is alady 

"iu.a I who is my friend in 3'd year. She said that
the GSU came to the library and forced the librarian to open the door and people were
beaten and their laptops and money taken. One GSU offtcer slapped her and she started
crying. The officer then told her to get out and he held her hand and led her out of the
library. As she was getting out, another offrcer was telling the GSU offtcer with her, "mweke
hapo bwa choo mmalizane hapo. (Put her there and get done with her)" When she heard that,
she started crying. The librarian who was watching pleaded with the police and they told
her to leave. Another student I caled me and told me that she was in Level 5 when
the officers broke in and they started beating them and the girl she was with fainted and they
kept on beating her. They further stated that they were asked vulgar questions like "Do you
have your panties on? Can you take them offi" eventually they were allowed to leave.

41. Case NumberS6345

I am a statistics student at the University of Nairobi. On 286 September 2017,I was at
Mamlaka "A" hostel, fourth floor resting together with three of my friends at around 1600
hours. My colleagues upon hearing the police offrcers coming hid in the wardrobe and
another under the bed. We tried closing the door, but the police broke in. They were three
of;Ecers. They started beating me using truncheons and dragged me to the second floor and
pushed me down where I fell and sustained internal injuries. My other colleague who hid
under the bed managed to take off I cannot walk well, I'm on therapy. They also beat up
another student called ! and broke his leg. They also beat up a university private gtard
and another student called f who was injured and can be reached through I
They took away my phone but brought it back to me later. They went into the ADD
Complex and beat students and lecturers. We were nine students who went to KNH (three
ladies and six male students). Kindly do not expose me. I have also injuries on my back and
shoulder. They dragged me down the staircase. They also stepped on my head with their
boots. One of them went into my pockets and took away my student identification card. I'm
not sure if I will ever get it back, I will attempt and renew it. I cannot identiff the officers.
Security offrcers came following me to the clinic and also while I was at KNH receiving
treatrnent.

,iW
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a. Case Number 36350

I am the above named adult male and a 3n year student pursuing a Bachelor's Degree in
Economics at the UoN. This statement is made in support of a complaint against police
officers who were involved in an operation at the University. I was not beaten during the
recent police operation but was beaten_in April 2016. On 28e September 2Ol7,I was in the
ADD library with my friend I who also recorded some video clips of the incident.
I witnessed the police beating students. The police entered the ADD building and went
upstairs, took the students out of the class and paraded them at the ground floor of the
building where they were told to lie down and viciously beaten. One of the police officers
saw my classmate f recording the beatings. They came to the library and started
knocking the library door. Sinceit is a glass door the librarian was afraid and openedrtre
door. They entered the library and started beating the students. I was lucky I was not beaten
because I hid in one of the fibrary shelves. One of the officers who was commanding the
others said, "chukua hizo laptops toka nazo nje" (Take those laptops and go outside with thim).
One of the university security officers told the police officer "hapana hamtabeba hiru, hizo ni
mali za wanafunzi" (No you won't carry anything those are students'property) and the GSU
officers left. We were around six students who hid behind the library shelves. The university
security ofEcer locked the door and told them that there are no more students in the library
and that it is only the staff that were remaining. After sometime the security officer and
some other people came and escorted us out of the llbrary. They took us up to the gate and
we exited out of the university but the police officers followed us and they started throwing
tear gas canisters towards us. I left for town and retumed to the university later.

43. Case number 36238

I am the above named adult male of sound mind and make this statement in support of a
complainl against GSU police officers. On 28/10/2017,I was in class in American wing
opposite Anniversary towers from 1400 hours. At around 1500 hours, the lecturer told us to
go to our Hostels because of the chaos that were happening around school. I left and went
direct to my hostel Mamlaka A. When I got to the room, I looked through the window
towards the Prefabs Hostels where 1" year students stay. I saw two students lying on the
ground next to the enfrance of Prefab 4. One of the ofticers was telling one of the students
"setna nitasoma" (Say I will study) as he was beating him with a baton. This happened
repeatedly. He was beating him in the legs. The other police offrcer ordered the other
student to rise up and led him towards Prefab 4. After a while the officer came back with
two more students. I took out my phone and started filming. Another goup of about five
police offtcers joined and started beating the four students viciously. Another officer left
with one of the students and went inside Prefab 4. Shortly they came out with another
student making them five. While lying on the ground, they were beaten by the police
repeatedly as I was filming. My room is on fust floor. One of the officers looked up and saw
me fi.lming and alerted the other officers. I immediately stopped filming. The officer asked
me "unafitpiga mmera" (you are filming us). I feared they would come for me and I quickly
locked my room and left to hide in the washrooms. While in the washroom, I heard abang
on my door. They then left my room and went to the glound floor where they banged and
broke the door to one of the rooms directly below mine. I stayed in the washrooms until I

,tff
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heard familiar voices of students and came out of the toilet. I saw my door had been
extensively damaged. The police had since left. This was at around 1700 hours. The most
affected students were first vear students who reside in the Prefab hostels. I uoloaded the
video clip on twitter u".o,rrrt I. The clip is still there. Lawer t ru*
the clip and asked me whether I could go to his office in Parklands to record an affidavit. He
copied the clip on his office laptop and told me he would be forwarding the same to IPOA
and KNCHR. I can identify some of the victims because we stay in the same hostel. I don't
know their names but I will follow up and forward their contacts. That is all I have to say
for now.

u. Case NumberS6349

I am the above named adult male of sound mind and make this statement here at the
University of Nairobi buildings where I am a 3'd year student pursuing a Bachelor's Degree
in Electrical Engineering. On the 28ft September 2017 the anti-riot police officers were
deployed to the University of Nairobi and I am convinced that they acted brutally and
unfairly in a manner that they victimized innocent students. At approximately 15:00 hours,
I together with my two colleagues had returned from our respective lectures and we were
chilling in my room. At the moment there was a little of unrest along the lower State House
Road and within the university premises as there were anti-riot police officers trying to
combat rioting students. We resorted to staying in our rooms because we thought it was
safer there. After around thirty minutes, things worsened and we were surprised to see the
officers enter the university hostels. I personally was caught unaware because I realized they
had gotten into the hostel the moment I saw them in the 46 floor (our floor) of our hostel.
They started throwing teargas around shouting "tumewapata nyinyi mnadhani mtakua
mnajifcha? leo mtaona'( we have found you today. You think you will keep hiding? Today
you will see). At that moment I together with my colleagues locked ourselves inside. From
outside we could hear them bangSng the doors of the other rooms. There were also some
people in the washrooms and I could hear them screaming as the offrcers flushed them out
with merciless blows. After around five minutes some officers shouted "wako hapa ndani"
(they are inside here) referring to our room. They started banging at the door with their
boots until the door completely broke. Around
hitting us all over the body
and was not caught. I and

. A friend of mine
five officers entered and beat us with blows
the name 

- 

hid in the wardrobe
were the ones that were beaten. I was quick

enough to escape and on reaching the ground floor I witnessed a lady being beaten by about
could not escape and hesix anti-riot officers. She was lying hopelessly

incurred injuries in one of the legs and was taken to Kenyatta National Hospital for
treatment where he recovered later. I want the action to be taken against the offrcers present
at the University at the fateful day. They should be prosecuted. The injured students also
should be compensated.

Case Number 36483

My name is a fourth year Construction Management student at the
University of Nairobi. I was among the students unlawfully harassed, beaten and injured
solely for being in our studio. I have suffered injuries of t'wo broken fingers. I witnessed the

45
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beating of even lady students and sarcastic threats of rape. If you need any more info kindly
let me know. (Via email)

Case Number 36487

My name it I, a 3a year student at the University of Nairobi. I was assaulted by the
GSU officers on Thursday. We were ambushed by a bunch of officers on our way from class
with my friend. I sustained minor injuries on my right hand. One stroke of the 'rungu'they
were using landed on my backpack and broke my laptop. It is now blacked out. (the pictures
attached). I condemn in the strongest terms possible what the Police did this time. They got
into the school compound, how? Who gave the orders? What business did they have in
lecture theatres and hostels? I witnessed a gsrl who was being chased, shqran over boiling
cooking oil which-left her with bruises. We as the students ire very disaipointed and we
would like to have answers on this conspiracy. (Via email)
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ANNEX 2 - Inquiry letter to the Inspector General of Police

Our rel: KNCHRICID/PETGBN/VOL'X/201 7

Joseph K Bolnnet
Inspector Gcncral of Police
Natio'ml Police Servicc
Jogoo Housc -A" Taita Roat
P.O. Box 44249-00200
Nairobi

Dear Sir,

REI INQUIRY INTO TTIE REPORTED

Kenya National Commission on Huma4 Rights
l!tFIw,CVg?lszr,1*oeR4P.o.Bor743JloO20ONsirchl-Kavi TbL t25S1G2717908/00/2t

Mobilc: OB, ?m 0OO 0716 7tO O0O MobUE 0721 2.56 4$ I 0726610 1'9 rrrr i254420-?716160

-Cmplninls 

@rbpLin!@til+n(.e8 Frril:hlki6&Ehtorg !:
iortttErnEl6.LafifttBtlCfltrtlrdfltotrEtrrm]H lxlPilf,tsbQt9ltt*xhEl ll&dtrjrrhnJrCodoltkt&Xr
bhiD.arurtrc., I ernarulegmm I Ccrfs+rtr'rct* I Al6Hrr-dl,uuk$Eb
r o. r.! ,Brm rb5 | u xrr ror* e-r I zr'd 1b"., osht odlBr 3iil | A G bt ra$7tH w.ll'

u,,.mr*nrv,r I[}f,il:li'l'nffi*.1f#i[f',:;f' | fffrm,"''ld MMlt'l"(}s! I htl. odoknirdt I -.t rr*ro*rr.*t I :srl mtrerroryrcua,.q

4th Octobcr 2017

BY
POLICE ON IINTVf,.RSTTY STT1

Recoive greeting! Foni the Kenya Nsrloml Commlssicin on Hurnan Rights (KNCHR).

T}le Kenya National Commission on Human Rights (thc Commission) is on indepcndenl

National Human Rlghrs lnstitution (NHRI) establishcd undcr Articte 59 of the Cohstitution of
Kcnya, 2010 and tho KNCIIR Act,201l. The commission's mandate is thc promotion and

prctocrion of human rlghrs ln Kenya. A key lunction of .th! Comrnission .is to rcccive

complainb and corduct lnrrcstigations on ollegcd human righu violations'

Ttre Commission has rccelvcd rcports of policc brpraliU agairut students and staff of lhe

Univcrsity of Nairobi foltowhrg protesls by a roution of thc sludonts on 28tr Scptcmber 2012

The commissiorr hqt qommenccd investlgutioos inl,o tho mBtter in line wlth its Iegal and

con$iartipnql ma.pdato. Thc KNCHR wrltes to request your oflic€ io furnish us with ihc police

depliryment plan in response to tlrc prctssts on 28ut Scptember 2017 at the Univcrsity of
Nairobl. Kindiy includr the totat number of oflicer deptoycd and fnom which units' their

names and Service Numbcrs and tho pardculars of.thc officcf{s) who were in charge of thO

operation. Also indicae rvhedrcr gny studcnts were anpslcd by.the policc and il So providc

thcir namos nnd contac6, the namc of rlrt police stdion(a) whcre they werc lakcn and the

charges prtferred agrins thcm.

'I}p commission uill share with your ofticc thc firtdin$ of ouf repon in duo course . We thank

y:ou for yiur donrinuedcollaboratlon und looh forwid t<i yqur'pmmpt rbsponsc.
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Chalrpcrson: Kagwiria Mbogori, Vlce Chair: Ccorge Morara lvlonyoncho

Commlrsioners: Jcdidah Wakonyo Waruhiu, Shatikha S. Chivrrsirt
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ANNEX 3 - I't Inquiry letter to the University of Nairobi

tional Commission on Human Ri ts
Ptr{lldrEbl I4.B o' nq 'TrI

' osf ipft Iff crwcID/pETGEN/v olc.w7[ t1

?9'h sw&inber,r?017

Mbtrir

;.qHiSir,

n*chc gfcahgs frotn rho Kcnpn Naiitnat.C<rrrrmisslbn on Hoinhi,Rl$ftl CiltCffnf

Cqmrlhsi@,.a{r,,
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p-ro-vidc

and if aDd contarti
dre nrirnc ware:talbn hnd'ilie chafges

Accredltcd i'A,' Statirs Natlondl llurnan. fughts lnstitution
Chalrperson: Kagwiria Mbogori, Ylbo Cholr: Ccorgc Morora IVony(rhfho

Commlsgioncrs: Jcdidal W.akonyo Waruhiu, Shatikha S. Chivusih
Sccretpry: Patricia lUando Nynundi
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onal Commission on Human

hadrii firln2zo.Cf , ri2oria
tnbf! ilitdlrxrrjri

Qur rc fi I(N CEF/CII)I? ETGEN/VOLLYA0 I 7

Pre[ Pct r M.F Mbitil
l,-rce Chancetlor.
Universiry of lldro[l
P.O Box ]0!97.00t00
Nalrdbi -

Z3d Ocrcber, ZOt I

DeeiSln

ggcdags froh1 tlto i(enya Nitlonat dommlsslon on Flirman Rights

mis$Iprr) is ah,

tq. receFvp

l, 'lh6 number. ofsirdsnts cxpellirl or. suspcnded.

2, Tfrsir,dbmd$tlddonllldentityQantnumbcrs,studcntnumbe.rs,.lhofdculgrandgdursca
that they ar€ pursqrng.

3, Reasong lbrthoNrponddilexpnlolgu aqd,rhe disclpUqqry procceaings for each srrdcnL

Wo collaboratlon and Jook fonvard to your pmmpt rerponsc.

w

Chelrperson: Kaguiria Mbogori, Vlce Chalr: Ocorge lvforara Morryoncho
Cornmtsrlonersl Jctidah Wakonyo Wanrhfu, Sturtikha S. Chir.usia

Secretaryl Palricia Mondo Nyarrndi
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j\-l{l\tjx 5.Ilc'sperc!:Lhe LIpN rur-Srr$p_e-nuqrzlzptlllioqet Stu{ttntJ.

fINTVT'TBSIIY O IT T$AI IBOI}T
() FIi'I CItr 0 II"I'I I Itr D L iIUTY VI CE CI IAIYC It LI., (} IB

(sI'ur) EIYT AE'F'AI rBFr)

fclciram! ."VmiD' Nrirobi
|rn : +25.14:0-lllql!l
t'-ntarl . r:c..!!!,!!'bt.i.L:
W(b\rrc :9*-!!!)rt'i41|-q

HEI.IYA llATl0NAL Cnir[ilSSl0N
uN lltJMAN llli:iilj

', ;. .it c r-.1 I ',' ::;l .1)

t q Nov 20li
Dr. Bcrnard N4ogesa
Ag. Commission Sccrct
I(crn'a National Contrnr

r!/ C h ief I,)*ec utivc : Offl r-'e r
n ()r't l lurnillt r(lglltl.)

P.O. Rox 74359 -
NAIROBT

Dcar Dr. Mogesa,

INOUIRY INTO REPORTED SUSPENSION

I < l.{,1\r}c. +15't'1i.'Gl I ti-162

I)r..0tD-tit07Ji
P O B0\:i0197-(101ff) (;lt)
Nrn 'ii.
Kcrr\a

Nove mbcr I,+, .Zol'f

/EXPU LSION OF STUDBNTS
FOLLOWING UNREST AT T}IE UNIVtrRSITY OF NAIROBI ON
SDPTtrMBER 28.201_Z

Rcccive rvarm grect.ings ll'om thc Univcrsity o[ Nirirobi.

Your lcttcr datcrl Octobcr ')3,'2O I7 on tltr: :rl.rovc rnr:ntionc<l stthjcct ref-ers.

'I'l-rc Univcrsity of Nairobi has so far not sttsl-rt'rrrlccl,/t'xpr:lled anv strtrit.:nts;rs
a rcsrrlt of thc Septcrrrht:r 28, 20 l7 incide nt.

'['hc Mantrgcrn(,nt is u,aitrrrrl irrr thc rr:p(]rt ol'tl1L'S(-'natc acihoc Comlnittcc
th:tt rv;rs forrlcd [o invcstiiiatt: Ihe rrtatter anrl rniil<c rccontntcndal.itrns lbr
crrnsiclerntion by rJre Scnatr.

Yotrrs Sincc'rcly,

DBPUTY VICE CHANCI'LLOR,
STUDENT AFFAIRS

AND
PROFDSSOR OF ]\/lANAGEN{ENT SCIENCE
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ANNEX 7 - Inquiry letter to the Kenyatta National Hospital
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Selfdischalge

Ana[!lls

M F To!at

Treatrea,g Discharged 6 2 I

NO cAs ,NAME AGE SEX IMPRfSSTON

I N17vt7 22 M Ililintlufti
ftaofuro

2 30374/17 M Assault

3 3p3?ilt| F An&leigpfgir

4 3[376il7.; E Scaffgid:{iacture

5 30386.n 7 22 M STI:

6 fiiaittz 18, M STI

7 3038V17 M

I 30/l0p.ln' I9 F Assailt
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ANNEX 8 - Letter to the Inspector General of Police sharing our report.

Nhti 6n atj Corn niis$ion, oh

:ourR',iit lfi.irffi/€ID^P/crvPnylg900iI
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Accrcdits.d "A" Status National Human Rights Instltulion
'Qlralrpc'r1ion: Ksg]vitia Mbogprl, Vlce Clroirl CIeqfBe MotarE Mortyottcho

Commtsslqners: Jolirldr Wakonyo Waruhiu. Sh$tikha S. Chivusia

Sptretarf :,Panlbra Mnndp;Nynuh<!i
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Tfie ttiitrtt ofihls letter i*.tn ehare *itlt you the findings of our investlgations ftlr trrur infairrtirititril
and, with a vlew to rbcommeudtng rcdiess measurss, Thc Commisslon is open'lbr a mediig tu
firrhit ali$cnss:tho wrttent ofthe report, prefcribly betwcen l8o. artil'22d fx*rnberr0l?,

We recognizo your vltal m-Io in tlie protection of human dghtr in Kenya.

Yours,falthftlly,

Et{-Q'l*, Copy. of 'Suryrry Ir !'.$tigarion Rqpgrt

commisslpn

,wi,
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ANNEX 9 - Letter to the University of Nairobi Vice Chancellor sharing our report.
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Aocrcdited "Atr $tstus Nationp I Humfl n .RiSlts ltslitution
Chalrper"ion: Kggrvirla lv.&ogorl, Vlcr Chnlr: George Morara Monyoncho

CornmLrrlon.Ir: Jedidlh Wakonyo Wnr.uhlu,,Shatikha S. Chiwsia
Sqcretrlry: Pmioia Mnndp NyuUnd
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T,lrlr*lqg you for cgopgrarlon in the protection of human rights

Yor.EsfllhftIy,

;Dt,Bsnirrrl Moge-a

Commisslon

ENOL Aony ef $ummar.y Inv,esiigatipri Ranart

14359o,
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