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A PUBLIC PETITION TO

THE SENATE

THE CONSTITUTION OF KENYA
(Articlesl,2, 3,4, 10,72(7),19,20, 27,22, 24,25, 26,27,28,29, 37, 39,

40, 42, 49, 46, 47, 70,238, and 779 as read with Articles 93, 94 and 96)

SENATE STANDING ORDERS
(Part XXU- Public Petitions)

A PETITION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE SOCIO.

ECONOMIC, ENVIRONMENTAL, HUMAN DIGNITY, AND

OTHER CONSTITUTIONALLY PROTECTED

RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS OF THE

FISHERMEN AND THE RESIDENTS OF BUDALANG'I
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A public petition presented by Hon. Senotor Emmo Mburo to the Senote ol Kenyo ./-

on the problems facing Kenyan fishermenon Loke victorio in Busio County'
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED citizens of the Republic of Kenya, who fish on

Lake Victoria in Busia County, and who are also taxpayers;

DRAW the attention of the Honourable Senate of the Republic of Kenya to

the following:

2. THAT due to gross neglect of the local fishing industry in Busia

County by successive Governments of Kenya since independence, the

lives and livelihoods of the fishermen, and of the local communities

which they support, have been gravely and negatively affected.

3. THAT the fishermen continue to encounter major challenges and

obstacles which hinder their prosperity, including:

a Harassment and brutalisation by Ugandan authorities

(i) Ugandan authorities regularly harass and brutalise

Kenyan fishermen, confiscating caught fish and even

fishing boats and other fishing gear, both within and

without Kenya's territorial waters.
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1. THAT fishing in the waters of Lake Victoria, which is the main

economic activity of the communities living on the shores of Lake

Victoria, in Bunyala Sub-County (Budalang'i Constituency) and in

Samia Sub-County (Funyula Constituency) of Busia County, is facing

imminent collapse.



tii) The main conflict is around the fact that fish such as

the Nile perch breed in the shallow Kenyan waters

and then relocate to grow and mature in the deeper

Ugandan waters. Naturally, Kenyan fishermen follow

the fish to Ugandan waters, where they encounter all

manner of abuses at the hands of Ugandan

authorities.

b. General insecurity and piracy on the lake

Many fishermen have fallen prey to criminals who

operate unchallenged on the lake. The criminals beat up

innocent fishermen, and steal their caught fish and

fishing gear, including boats and nets' A number of

fishermen have even lost their lives to the criminals'

c. Exposure to illnesses and lack of health facilities for

fishermen:
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Both fishermen and other people living on the shores of

Lake Victoria get exposed to many air, water, and

vector borne diseases, including bilharzia, malaria, and

TB. The dreaded HIV/AIDS pandemic is also rampant

in the area due to what is called "fish-for-sex" business'

Even Ebola is a lurking risk due to the frequent

interaction between Kenyan and Ugandan fisher folk'

The fishermen lack local health facilities where they can

access services.



d. Lack of modern landing sites

In spite of the fact that there are many landing sites on

Lake Victoria, in Samia and in Bunyala sub-counties,

they are not demarcated, earmarked, or developed.

Also, the sites lack the necessary facilities, such as fish

bandas, good roads, electricity, piped water, and good

sanitation, which are required minimum of modern

landing sites,

e

There is an urgent need to establish fish processing and

cooling plants to prevent the massive losses suffered by

fishermen when fish go bad due to poor storage

facilities.

f. Lack of search and rescue facilities

The lack of modern search and rescue equipment and

skilled manpower, in times of emergency, has resulted

in many people losing their Iives in circumstances

where they could easily have been saved'

4. THAT many Iocal attempts to resolve some of the grievances above

and/or to seek appropriate relief have all failed. They include:
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a. Setting up community vigilante groups armed with crude

weapons to patrol the lake.

b. Pleas by community elders to the Ugandan authorities to stop

harassing Kenyan fi shermen.

C

e

Pleas to civil society groups

d. Interventions by local politicians seeking amicable solutions

from their Ugandan counterparts

Pleas to Kenyan authorities

5. THAT the time has come for the Government of Kenya to intervene

and save the fishermen and other members of the communities in

Bunyala and Samia sub-counties from imminent calamity.

6. THAT, none of the issues raised in this Petition is pending in any

court of Law, Constitutional or any other legal body.

WHEREFORE, your humble petitioners pray that the Senate inquires

into the matters raised in this petition, and:

A. URGES the National Government to reach out to the Government of

Uganda with a view to setting up policies and systems for the proper

utilisation of the common lake resources for the mutual benefit of the

citizens of the two countries;
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B. URGES the National Government, in coordination with the

Government of Uganda, to consider setting up formal taxation points

on any of the islands along the Kenya-Uganda border on the lake,

whereby fish caught by Kenyan fishermen in Ugandan waters can be

formally taxed by Ugandan authorities;

C. URGES the National Government to immediately beef up security on

the lake through the provision of adequate mobile police units to

patrol the lake around the clock, using modern speedboats and other

equipment for policing such waters;

D. URGES the Busia County Government to urgently set up adequate

health facilities, including floating dispensaries/hospitals, and

ambulances along the shores of Lake Victoria, in Bunyala and Samia

Sub-Counties of Busia County, to address the health challenges faced

by the fishermen and other members of the local communities;

E. REQUESTS the National Government and the Busia County

Government to allocate funds towards setting up of modern fish

processing andf or cooling plants in Bunyala and Samia Sub-Counties

of Busia County.

F. REQUESTS the National Government and the Busia County

Government to allocate funds towards construction of well-equipped

landing sites along Lake Victoria in Bunyala and Samia Sub-Counties

of Busia County and which meet the stringent standards of the

European Union, to facilitate the direct export of fish from Busia to

the Euro zone.
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G. URGES the National Government and the Busia County Government

to collaborate to set up proper and adequate modern disaster,

emergency and search and rescue facilities and equipment along

Lake Victoria in Bunyala and Samia Sub-Counties of Busia County.

H. TAKES ANY OTHER MEASURE as the Honourable Senate will deem

fit, just, and expedient in the circumstances to protect the territorial

integrity and sovereignty of the Republic of Kenya; to uphold the Rule

of Law; and to protect the rights and fundamental freedoms of the

residents of Bunyala and Samia Sub-Counties, and of other Kenyans

under the Constitution of the Republic of Kenya.

And we, your Petitioners, who have annexed hereto lists Marked as "A",

"8", "C", and "D", containing our names, National Identity Card numbers,

mobile phone numbers, and signatures, will ever pray.

PETITION PRESENTED TO THE SENATE by:

HON. EMMA GETRUDE MBURA,

Nominated Senator,
Mombasa County.

On this \ l Day ofFEBRUARY, 2015
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