
i
I

Dt\ F\s

09

THIRTEENTH PARLIAMENT - THIRD SESSION - 9094,

DIRECTORATE OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEES

DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK

REPORT ON:

THE AGRICULTURAL PROFESSIONATS REGISTRATION AND LICENSING BILL

(NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BILL NO. te OF eoe+)

CLERK'S CHAMBERS

DIRECTORATE OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEES

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS

NAIROBI NO\TEMBER, eo44.

12 tiuv 2024 
._

luE'
}}ulr . Qn. ) t\^vi(An
(.*o,or^.r*r"r;

rO,o]
o;$lr.{/i,rp

,Azo Fv f.nxo.f-'



0

I

TABLE OF CONTENTS

I I ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMIT'TEE ,

I 2 MANDATE OF THE COMMITTEE
I 9 COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP. .. ... .. .,

I.* COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT .. . .

CHAPTER T\I/O
, BACKGROUND OF AGRICULTURAL PROFESSIONAIS IN KENYA.

,I INTRODUCTION
2 2 SITUATION.I\L ANALYSIS,
9.9 COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS,,,,

CHAPTER THREE.................,...,,.. .........................1o

9 OVERVIEWOF THE AGRICULTURAL PROFESSIONAIS REGISTRATION AND
LICENSING BILL (NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BILL NO. le OF eoe4)

6
6
6
i
8

I
9
9
9
9

3I INTRODUCTION ,,,

9.' CONTENTS OF THE BILL AND INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORKS PROPOSED
9 9 CLAUSE BY CLAUSE PROVISIONS OF THE BILL

CHAPTER FOUR

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION/STAKEHOLDERS CONSULTATION
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT , .. .

KENYA SOCIETY FOR AGRICULTURAL PROFESSIONALS (KESAP) .

PEST CONTROL PRODUCTS BOARD
KENYA NATIONAL FARMERS FEDERATION (KENAFF)
ANIMAL HEALTH,{ND INDUSTRY TRAINING INSTITUTE (AHITI) _ KABETE
MR. DUNSTAN KABURU MISHECK

CTIAPTER FIVE

5 COMMITTEE OBSERVATIONS

6 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

CHAPTER SEVEN

,1.1

42
,tI
44
+5
+.6

lo
lo
lo
ll

r5

r5
l5
2t

22
23
93

94

94

95

25

26

26

s5

7 SCHEDULE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

REFERENCES

Rcpott of thc lrcptftn cntrl Commn..r o, Atncultut .nd Uvcrtock or, .hc ASncultunl Prcfcstomtt Rqtuhtion ,nd bcen ing
B, (N.t,on l Aa.cnbu Rill No Ie ofrora)



LIST OF ANNEXURES

I Report Adoption Schedule

2 Mrnutes

9 Copy of the Agrrcultural Professionals Registratron and Lrcensing Btll, 2o2+ (Natnnal Asscmbly
Bill No. te of zo24)

+. Copy of the News Paper Advertrsement on Public Participation

5 Letter Invrtrng Stakeholders for a Meetrng wrth the Committee

6 StakeholderSubmrssrons
a) The Mrnistry ofAgrrculture and Livestock Development
b) Kenya Society for Agrrcultural Professionals (KESAP)
c) Pest Control Products Board (PCPB)
d) Kenya Natronal Farmers Federatron (KENAFF)
e) Animal Health and lndustry Trarnrng Instrtute (AHITI)
Q Mr. Dunstan Kaburu Mrshek

lcport of thc DqrrtnEnt l Committce oD Agnculturi .nd Lttc.t6k oD thc Atncultunl Profclt ontb Rctrt.dtron .Dd Ucc rint
B, (N..'o'rrl Asscnbry Bi No,0ofrori)



CHAIRPERSON'S FOREWORD

This report contains proceedings ofthe Departmental Committee on Agriculture and Livestock on its
consideration of the Agricultural Professionals Registration and Licensing tsill (National Assembly Bill
No. l9 of 2024) which was published in the Kenya ()azette Supplement No. 6? of t+,h March 2o2.t.

The Bill u'ent through the First Reading on Stl'June, 2024 and was thereafter committed to the
Departmenta.l Committee on Agriculture and Livestock for consideration and reporting to the IIouse
pursuant to the provision ofStanding Order 127 ( l).

-fhe Bill has forty-seven (,1,?) clauses. It seeks to provide a legislative fiamework for the training,
registration and licensing of agricultural professionals. It also seeks to regulate the practice of
agricultural professionals and to provide for the establishment, powers and functions ofthe Agricultural
Prolessionals Registration and Licensing Board which shall regulate the profession.

Following placement of' advertisements in the print media on Monday, lOth June 2O2+ requesting fbr
comments on the Bill fi'om members ofthe public and relevant stakeholders pursuant to Article I l8 (l)
(b) of the Constitution and Standing Order 127 (s), the Committee received memoranda from six (o)
stakeholders.

'fhe Committee also invited stakeholders vide letter REF: NA/DDC/A&L /2024/o47 d,ated lSth August
2C24 for a stakeholders' engagement meeting on the Bill. Two ofthe invited stakeholders attended the
meeting which was held on Thursday, 22"d August 209.1. in Committee Room 2 l, Bunge -lowr:r,

Parliament Buildings.

In their memorandum, the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development obsened that the Bill
was silent on the institution that will be offering the mandatory pre-regisration training for agricultural
professionals. The Ministry proposed that agricultural professionals need to undergo a mandatory
Agricultural Management Course ofGred at the Kenya School ofAgriculture before registration by the
Board.

1'he Ministry also observed that the practice certificate and annual license sen'e the same purpose and
therefore mandatory requirement of the two has a negative impact on the ease of doing business.
Additionally, the Bill pre-supposes that Kenya Society of Agricultural ProGssionals is the only
professional body for agricultural professionals yet there are various bodies to which agricultural
professionals amliate to depending on their specialty and preference. The representation in the Board
should come flrom an umbrella body ofthe existing agricultural professional bodies.

l-urther, the Bill puts all agricultural professionals under one category irrespective oftheir qualifications
which range from post graduate to certificate holders. The professionals should be categorized based on
their qualifications i.e. Agricultural Technicians (certilicate holders), Agricultural Assistants (diploma
holders) and Agricultural Specialists (degree holders).

'l'he Kenya Society for Agricultural Prolessionals (KESAP), the Pest Control Products Board (PCI'B)
and the Kenya National l-armers' Federation (KENAFF) proposed that a reasonable fee should be set
Ibr the registration and licensing ofagricultural pro{bssionals.

'Ihe Animal Health and Industry Training Institute (AfIITI) highlighted a number ofbenefits that can
accrue from enactment of the Bill including, regulatory oversight, professional standards and

neport ofthe Departmcnt l Committe" on Agricul.u,e.nd Avestoc* on thc Agricultunl Profecsioorlt Regis.ntion .nd Lice8iog
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accountability, support for smallholder farmers, enhanced credibility and trust, access to professional
development and resources, improved agricultural productivity and enhanced food security, legal
frameuork for employment, economic gro*'th, development and diversification as well as public
participation.

The Committee obsen'ed that the Bill aligns with the agricultural policy framer,r'ork of the government
and is very timely given the number of fake practitioners in the agriculture sector. The sector has not
achieved its potential because professionals have not been given the prominence and importance that
they desen'e. Enactment ofthe Bill will enhance proGssionalism in the agriculture sector.

In considering the Bill, the Committee adopted most of the proposals that were submitted by the
stakeholders and they form part ofthe Committee's proposed amendments.

On behalfolthe Departmental Committee on Agriculture and Livestock and pursuant to provisions of
Standing Order 197 (+), it is my pleasant privilege and honour to present to this llouse the Report of
the Committee on its consideration of the Agricultural Professionals Registration and Licensing Bill
(National Assembly Bill No.ts of zoz+).

The Committee is grateful to the Offices of the Speaker and the Clerk of the National Assembly for the
logistical and technical support accorded to it during its sittings. The Committee further wishes to thank
all stakeholders who submitted their comments on the Bill. Finally, I wish to express my appreciation
to the Honourable Members of the Committee and the Committee Secretariat who made useful
contributions towards the preparation and production ofthis report.

It is my pleasure to report that the Committee has considered the Agricultural ProGssionals
Registration and Licensing Bill (National Assenbl! Biil No.19 of 9o2a) and has the honour to report back
to the National Assembly with the recommendation that the Bill be approved with amendments.

Hon. (Dr.) John Kanyuithia Mutunga, PhD, M.P.
Chairperson, Departmental Committee on Agriculture and Livestock
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CHAPTER ONE

I PREFACE

I.I ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMITTEE

The Departmental Committee on Agriculture and Livestock is one of the tlrlenty Departmental
Committees ol the National Assembly established under Standing Order 916 whose mandate
pursuant to the Standing Order 916 (5) is as follows:

u,

ut

l7)

o.

1)l

alt

.r

To intestigatc, inquire into, and re?ort on all matters relating to thz mandate, management, actitities,
administratiort operations and estimates of the assigned ministt'ies and dePartmenh;
'fo study the prog'amme and poliq objectioes of Ministries and departments and the efectiuenex of their
implementatiort;
()n a quarterly basis, monitor and repoi on the implzmentation of the national budget in respect of tts
mandate;
To study and review aII the legislation referred to it;
To studl, assess and aralyse the relatiae success of the Mirisb'ies and dEd?'tments as measured b1 the results
obtained as com?ared zuith their stated objectiaes;

To itvestigate and inquire into all matters relating to thc assigVcd Ministries and dz?artments as thq may
detm nccessary, and as may be refened to them by thz llouse;
To let and rePort on all appointments u'hne tfu Corctitution or ar1, lau,requires tfu Natiotal Assembly n
a??rote, e Et those unda'Standing Order eo+ (Committee on a??ointments);
To eramit treaties, agreemenh and conaenlioru;
To make reporh and recommendations to thz House as qflen as possible, including recommendatiot of
proposed legislatiorq
To consider reporh oJ[ Conmissions and Independent Ofices suhnitted to the House pursuant tn tfu
proaisiou of Article 951. of thz Constitutiory and
To eramine ar1 questions raised $t Members o a matttr uithin its rutndate.

I.9 MANDATE OFTHE COMMITTEE

2. In accordance with the Second Schedule to the Standing Orders, the Committee is mandated to
consider, agriculture, livestock, food production and marketing.

9. In executing its mandate, the Committee oversees the Ministry of'Agriculture and Livestock
Development.

ncport ofthe Dcptrtmcttrl Conmittc. on Agicul.urt rDd Liverkrl on th. .{gri.ul.unJ hofession.ls R$istntion ,nd Licerrsing
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I.3 COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

l. The Departmental Committee on Agriculture and I.ivestock $as constituted by the House on 2;tl'
October 2022 and comprises the follou ing Members:

Chairperson
IIon. (Dr.) John Kanyuithia Mutunga, PhD, MP

Tigania West Constitrrency
UDA Partv

Vice-Chairperson
Hon. Brighton Leonard Yegon, MI'

Konoin Constituency
UDA Partv

Hon. Sabina Wanjiru Chege, CBS, MP
Nominated Member
Jubilee Partv

llon. F'erdinand Kevin Wanyonyi, MP
Ku anza Constituency
Ford Kenva Partv

Hon. ()eofi'rey Makokha Odanga, MP
Matayos Constituency
ODM Party

Hon. Justice Kipsang Kemei, MP
Sigowet/Soin Constituency
UDA Partv

Ilon. Jared Odoyo Okelo, MP
Nyando Constituency
ODM Partv

Hon. Lawrence Mpuru Aburi, MP
Tigania East Constituency
NOPEU Partv

llon. David Kiplagat, MP
Soi C'onstituency
UDA Partv

I Ion. Oabriel (iathuka Kagombe, MP
(iatundu South Constituency
UDA Partv

llon. Monicah Muthoni Marubu, MP
Lamu County
Independent Member

I lon. Pamela Njoki Njeru, MP
Embu C-ounty
UDA Partv

IIon. Patrick Kibagendi Osero, MP
Borabu Constituency
ODM Partv

IIon. Peter Kalerwa Salasya, MP
Mumias East Constituency
DAP-K Partv

IIon. Yusstrf Mohamed F'arah, MP
Wajir West Constituency
ODM Partv

Repod of the Deprrtment l Commit,ee on Agriculta,e ad Livestoc* oD the Agticul.unl Profestion.ls Regtuttetion znd Liceositg
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I.4 COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT

5 The Commrttee rs lacrlitated by the follo*.rng Secretariat

Ms. Laureen Omusa Wesonga
Clerk Assistant I/Hcad of Secretariat

Mr Victor Kanda Kilimo
Clerk Assistant III

Mr Davrd Ng'eno
Principal Rescarch Oflicer II

CPA. Robert Ng'etrch
Fiscal Analyst II

Mr. Gerald Kadede
Legal Counsel II

Mr Muhumed Shrllou,
Rcscarch Ofticcr III

Ms Drana Chepkemor
Audio Assistant

Ms Brigrtta Mati
Legal Counsel I

Ms. Zarnabu Wano Sora
Serjeant-at-Arms II

Mr, Erastus Lotuk
Public Rclations Officer III

Ms Edith Chepngeno
Mcdia Rclations Officer III

Rcpott of th. DcprttrrreDttl Comt ritta oa ASriculturc .nd Ulcttoc* oD thc Agricul.t 
".l 

hofcatiorrl, Rcgi'.ntion .nd LiccBiag
Rt (Nrt,o"rl Arrcnblf Bilt No ,e ottor,l)



CHAPTERTWO

2 BACKGROUND OF AGRICULTURAL PROFESSIONAIS IN KENYA

9.I INTRODUCTION

The Agricultural Professionals Registration and Licensing Bill,2024 is a Bill by the Departmental
Committee on Agriculture and Livestock sponsored by the Chairperson. The Bill was published on
t,!rh March 2024 and read a First Time on 7'lt June 2024.

Part I ofthe Fourth Schedule to the Constitution allocates the National Government the function
ofAgricultural Policy and this proposed legislation falls under policy making.

While professionals in the livestock sub-sector are regulated under the Veterinary Surgeons and
Veterinary Para-Professionals Act (No. s9 of2o I t)and the Animal Technicians Act (No.l I ofzolo),
there is no legislation that regulates professionals in the crop sub-sector. The Agricultural
Professionals Registration and Licensing Bill,2024, seeks to bridge this gap.

2.2 SITUATIONAL ANALYSIS

Developing a pool ofagricultural professionals is an important step in the pursuit ofa sustainable
food system. Such professionals need a host ofskills that they can apply in the transition towards a
sustainable food system in the country.

10. The Alliance for African Partnership with support from Michigan State Unir.ersity conducted a
study in 2029 on agricultural extension and extension training in Kenya and found that both the
training curricula and the extension sen ices were wanting due to underfunding, inadequate capacity
of lecturers and negative attitude and lon practical skills of students. They recommended eleven
(ll) process skills and core competencies for inclusion into training curricula. Supporting skill
development and providing incentives for the youth in agriculture is therefore needed.

9.9 COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

tt. Indiars regulatory framework fbr agricultural pro(bssionals is primarily state-specific rather than
unilorm at the national level.

12. South Africa has no central body to regulate agricultural professionals and instead several
agricultural institutions play regulatory roles, such as Agricultural Produce Agents Council and
South African Council for Natural Scientific Professions.

t3. Ghana also has no single body that regulates agricultural profbssionals and several agricultural
institutions play a regulatory role. 'fhe l-ood and l)rugs Authority (FDA) is primarily focused on
food safety, but it also plays a role in regulating agricultural inputs and products in Ghana.

1,tr. Canada has a body under the Agrologist Act, 199+ that regulates agricultural professionals.

Report ofthc Dcprrtncnt l Commi.tec on Agricul.urc rrd Uv.s.x* on thc Agricultunl Professiorr.ls ReAistn,iot .nd LicerrsirrA
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CHAPTER THREE

9 OVERVIEW OF THE AGRICULTURAL PROFESSIONALS REGISTRATION AND
LICENSING BILL (NAI'IONAL ASSEMBLY BILL NO. te OF eoe4)

3.I INTRODUCTION

t5. The Agricultural Professionals Registration and Licensing Bill (Natioml Assembl Bill No. ts of zoz+)
provides that an agriculttrral professional shall not engage in private practice (the practice of an
agricultural proGssional on his/her o$'n account or in partnership u,ith others, for profit) unless
registered by the Board, holds a valid practicing certificate and a license both reneu'ed annually at a
Ge; and further introduces Iines and jail terms for various oflbnses.

3.9 CONTENTS OF THE BILL AND INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORKS PROPOSED

Objectives of the Bill

16. The principal object of the Bill is to provide a legal frameu'ork for the training, registration,
licensing and the practice of'agricultural prolessionals; speci{ically, to:

make provision for the registration and licensing ofagricultural professionals;
provide for the regulation ofthe standards and practice ofthe profession; and
provide for the establishment, powers and functions of the Agricultural Professionals
Registration and Licensing Board.

Institutional Frameworks Proposed in the Bill

t?. The Bill proposes to establish a Board that r,r'ill be known as the Agricultural Pro{bssionals
Registration and Licensing Board, which shall regulate the registration, licensing and the practice
ofagricultural professionals. Its functions are to:

a) register and issue certificates of'practice to qualified agricultural professionals, organizations
and institutions;

b) arbitrate prolbssional disputes and constitute independent tribunals to solve disputes where
necessary;

c) order deregistration and withdrawal ol registration certificates and Iicenses of practice from
persons, organizations or institutions invoh'ed in unprofessional practices;

d) \'et and authenticate plofbssional certificates obtained li'om institutions operating outside this
Act and in foreign countries;

e) collaborate u'ith the Kenya National Qualifications Authority to verify prolessional
qualifications; and

f) set annual levies and uphold code of'conduct, standards and ethics ofpractice in the agricultural
profession

a)
b)
c)

Report ofthc DeptftnEnt l Co,,tori.tce on Agricul.uft rnd Urest.r* on thc Agricul.unl P|fessioa,Is Regbtn.ion .nd Licensing
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Regulatory Framework

18. 'Ihe Bill gives the Cabinet Secretary, in consultation uith the Board, the power to make regulations
including regulations on the:

a) fbrm and method ofkeeping registers and other records;

b) conditions under which training institutions other than those established or accredited under
Llniversities Act, the TVET Act or any other written law may be approved;

c) terms and conditions ofprofbssional practice ofregistered agricultural profbssionals;

d) forms and fees to be prescribed;

e) inspection of agricultural profbssionals' institutions;

Q service to be rendered by an agricultural profbssional in private practice:

g) employment ofan agricultural prolessional in private institutions; and

h) fbrm and method of conducting any inspection, assessment, evaluation, examination or
regulation.

Consequences of the Bill

t9. II enacted, the legislation will likely lead to an orderly agricultural business environment that
improves the agricultural sen'ices to the nation.

S.9 CLAUSE BY CLAUSE PROVISIONS OF THE BILL

Part I: Preliminary

gO. Clauses I and 2 ol the Bill contain preliminary provisions which are the short title and the
intelpretation ofterms used in the llill.

Part II: The Agricultural Professionals Registration and Licensing Board

2t. Clauses 3 to l.t of the Bill provide lor the establishment of the Agricultural Professionals
Registration and Licensing Board, the composition, functions and pouers of the Board. It further
provides for the appointment of the Registrar.

22. Clause 3 establishes the Board as a body corporate rvith perpetual succession capable ofsuing and
being sued while clause + provides fbr the composition ofthe Board, consisting ofamong others the
Principal Secretary for Agriculture, the Principal Secretary responsible fbr Livestock, fir'e members
nominated by the Kenya Society fbr Agricultural Professionals, the Chairperson ofthe said society,
an appointee ofthe Cabinet Secretary fiom the agro industry and a Registrar who is an ex-ofiicio
mem[rer.

Repod of.hc Dcprrtncht l Commiftfr oh Agric ltuft rnd Livestk* oD th. Agric0hural Prof$siontls Regi3htion .nd Licensing
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23. Clause 5 has provisions on vacation ['rom office by members ofthe Board with an exception ofthe
Registrar u hile clause 6 provides for the conduct ofthe business and allairs ofthe Board as provided
lor in the First Schedule.

2'1. Clause 7 outlines the functions ofthe Board which include among others registration and issuance
ofcertificates ofpractice, arbitration ofprofessional disputes and may constitute ofan independent
tribunal where necessary, ordering deregistration and withdrawal of'certificates and licenses of
practice, vetting and authenticating professional certificates, verifying professional qualifications,
setting annual Ievies and upholding the code ofconduct, standards and ethics ofpractice.

25. Clause 8 has provisions on the powers ofthe Board which include powers to control, supen'ise and
administer assets, determine expenditure and operate bank accounts, receive gifts and donations and
to invest funds ofthe Board.

26. Clauses 9 and lo ofthe Bill give the Board pou,ers to delegate any of its l'unctions to committees of
the Board and to establish committees respectively.

2?. Clause I I provides for the competitive recruitment ofthe Registrar by the Board who shall be the
chiefexecutive oflicer and secretary to the Board and responsible for the day-to-day management of
the aflhirs of the Board.

28. Clause l2 has provisions on the firnctions ofthe Registrar which include; maintaining a register of
all persons registered under the Act, sign, issue, renew and cancel certificates of registration and
licenses, keep all documents and records and assets ofthe Board, manage the budget ofthe Board
among other functions.

29. Clauses l3 and l4 have provisions on appointment ofother ollicers and staffof the Board or hiring
ofexperts and their limitation from personal liabilities for any act or omissions done in good hith.

Part III; Registration of Agriculture Professionals

3o. Clauses l5 to 20 provide for the registration of agricultural proflessionals, the qualifications for
registration, the register ofagricultural professionals and certificate ofregistration.

31. Clause t5 outlines qualifications for eligibility for registration as an agricultural prolessional under
the Act. The qualifications include persons who hold a degree, diploma or certificate recognized by
the Board and have applied for membership and paid prescribed subscription fees, proGssional
competence and character and a member of a professional body recognised by the Board among
others.

92. (llauses 16, l7 and 18 provide lbr application for registration as an agricultural professional, the
register of registered professionals maintained by the Registrar and a certificate of registration
under the seal ofthe Board as conclusit'e evidence ofregistration.

93. Clause 19 provides for an appeal to the Cabinet Secretary by a person aggrieved by the decision of
the Board within sixty days from the date of notification of such a decision whereas clause 20
plovides for updating ofthe register by the registrar, by removing the names ofdeceased persons,
persons struck out of the register or fiaudulent or erroneous entries into the register.

Report ofthc Dcp..,rnen..l Committee oh Agricolturc ud bvestxk on the Agiedrurrl Prnfc$ionrls R.Aisrn.ior, tnd LiceosinA
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Part IV: Licensing of Agricultural Professionals

g.l. Clauses 2t to .26 have provisions lor licensing of agricultural professionals, the qualifications for
private practitioners, r'alidity of practicing certificates and renewal, cancellation and revocation of
certificates issued.

35. Clause 2 I provides qualifications for private practice and prohibits a person from engaging in private
practice as an agricultural professional unless such a person is registered, holds a valid practicing
certificate and an annual license, and lurther holds a degree, diploma or certificate recognized by the
Board. The clause further outlines that employment by the government, state corporation or any
person or partnership does not amount to private practice.

96. Clause 25 provides that an application for a practicing certificate shall be made to the Registrar
accompanied by the prescribed fees and registration certificate issued by the Board.

Clauses 24, 25 and 26 contain provisions on validity of the practicing certificate, renewal,
cancellation and suspension ofpracticing certificates and application for annual licenses respectively.

Part V: Discipline

58. Clauses 2i to 33 contain provisions on the discipline of agricultural prolessionals including
conrposition of the disciplinary committee.

39. Clauses 27 to 31 establish the Disciplinary Committee ofthe Board consisting ofone agricultural
proGssional in the national government, one agricultural professional in the county government,
three agricultural professionals and the Registrar as the secretary to the committee.

*o. The Committee may impose a fine, issue a letter of admonishment, suspend a license for a period
not exceeding tu'elve months or remove a name from the register.

.!1. A person suspended from practice may appeal to the Board to lift the suspension and be restored on
the register.

Part VI: Financial Provisions

+9. Clauses 3.t to 99 contain financial provisions ofthe Board u'hich include; the funds ofthe Board, the
financial year, annual estimates, investment ofthe funds, accounts and audit, and annual reports of
the Board.

Part VI: Miscellaneous Provisions

43. Clauses .lo to 46 have miscellaneous provisions such as offences relating to agricultural
pr ofessionals, transitional provisions and the general penalty.

,1.1. Clause -1.o provides for oflbnces and penalties relating to registration and imposes a fine ofnot less
than one million or imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years for any person who practices
as an agricultura! professional w ithout being registered under the Act.

3i

Repott ofth. Deprrtn cnt l Committe? on Agriculturt rrrd Uv"tt6* on the Agricultur.l Profesioorls AeAis,LrtioD .Dd Lic"nsing
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+5. It also imposes a penalty ofa line not less than one million or imprisonment for a term not exceeding
fir'e years for any person in charge of an agricultural institution or organization, uho employs a
person v"'ho is not registered under the Act as an agricultural profbssional.

46. Clause 4,1 imposes a fine not exceeding fi{iy thousand or imprisonment for a term not exceeding
twelve months for a person who procures or attempts to procure fraudulent registration.

'17. Clause '1,2 outlines what amounts to profbssional misconduct lry agricultural professionals while
clause 43 provides for offences by persons not eligible for registration under the Act.

'tr8. Clause 1+ imposes a fine not exceeding fir'e hundred thousand or imprisonment lor a term not
exceeding one year for an offence committed by a person in charge ofa training institution u hich is
not approved by the Board.

49. Clause +5 ofthe Bill plovides fbr a general penalty ofa fine not exceeding one hundred thousand or
imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year for any oflence under the Act for which no penalty
is provided for.

Part VIII: Delegated Powers

50. Clause 4,7 ofthe Bill contains provisions on delegated powers.

Schedules to the Bill

51. First Schedule: Contain provisions relating to the conduct of'business and affairs ofthe lloard

52. Second Schedule Outlines committees ol'the Board.

53. 'I'he Bill delegates legislative powers to the Cabinet Secretary but does not limit any fundamental
rights and freedoms.

54. The Bill does not concern county f;overnments in terms of Article I lo ( I ) (a) of the Constitution.
Paragraph 29 ofPart t ofthe Fourth Schedule to the Constitution provides that agricultural policy
is a National Governnrent F unction. The Bill seeks to provide a policy framework for the regulation
ofagricultural professionals and therelore does not affect counties.

55. Flnactment ofthe Bill may occasion additional expenditure of'public funds to be provided through
the annual estimates.

freport ofthc Dcprr.nph..I Committce oD Agriculrur .ad Uv.st.x* oD the Agricdtunl Prufcssionrls Rcgis.ntio, .Dd Lic?,sing
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CHAPTER FOUR

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION/STAKEHOLDERS CONSULTATION

56. F'ollouing the call for memoranda lrom the public through placement of'advertisements in the print
media on l oth June "2024 and r.ide a letter RFIF: NA/DDC / A&L/ 2024/ o4i dated lStl, August 2024
inl'iting stakeholders lor a meeting, the Committee received memoranda ['rom the following
stakehoklers:

a) -fhe Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development;
b) Kenya Society for Agricultural I'rofessionals (KESAP);
c) Pest Control Products Board (I'CI'B);
d) Kenya National Farmers Federation (KI|NAFF);
e) Animal Health and Industry Training Institute (AHITI); and

Q Mr. Dunstan Kaburu Mishek

The stakeholders submitted as follou s

4.I MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT

In their letter, Ref; No. MOA/ADM/ r/2i /VOL.lV dated 2oth August 2024, the ministry proposed the
Ibllowing amendments to the Bill:

Clause I

I)el\ne " ag icultrre professional' to mean "a hoda- of a degree, diploma or urtfrcate in an agricultural
specia$,rt'om a unitersiry or institution that i recogrized by the Board and duly registered unda this Ac{.
'lhis is because agricultural organizations and institutions go beyond the scope of agriculture
professionals.

Committee Observation/Recommendation
58. 'lhe committee rejected the proposal afier opting to adopt the registration ofboth prolessionals and

technicians and differentiating the qualilication fbr registration ofboth.

59. Amend definition of the term " ag'icultural spuial\," to include training or specialization in
agriculture. Since, " agricultural specialry" is dynamic and evolves depending on demand and
technology developnrent.

Committee Observation/Recommendation
60. The proposal u'as adopted with further amendments to include fisheries

61. l)elete interpretation of the term ",49'iculturd' because it is not used in the Bill and its limiting to
crops as per the AFA Act,90l3 rvhile agricultural specialty includes animal production and range
management.

Committee Observation/Recommendation
62.'fhe proposal was rejected by the Committee. 'l'he Committee ho\a'ever decided to include the

definition ofAgriculture in the Bill since it is important to cover the scope ol'the areas covered by
the definition that are not included in AF'A.
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Clause 4

63. Amend paragraph .1 ( I ) (c) as fbllows: "(r) Registered agicultural professional utho k a prircipal in niddle
leael agricultural h'aining institutiol; (ii) Regtstered agricultural proJessioml who is a dzar in a high lmel
ag'icultural training institution; (iii) Tuo persons utho are regista ed and practicing as agricultural
professionals allointed by tht Cabinet Sea'etary; (iu) Chairpersor of the umbrella organisationr ofagricultural
professionals; (a) Ag'icultural professional'. This is to allow lor diversification and inclusivity while
reducing over representation by the Kenya Society lor Agricultural Professionals and to reduce the
number of members from 5 to + to have the membership of the Board in line with the Mwongozo
Code ofConduct.

6,1. Committee's Observation/Recommendation
-fhe proposal was adopted with further amendments to ensure representation in all the sector of
agricultural profession.

Clause 7

65. Amend the clause by inserting the fblloll'ing ner,r' paragraphs under sub-clause (t),"In corcultation
uith such approz,ed ag'ia tural trahting institutions as the Board ma1 dztm aP?ro?riate, Presd'ibe courses of
b'aining for agricultut'al professionals; Receiae, evaluuk and register code of ethics on the practice of all
ag'icultural pro.lfessional organizations registaed unda'this AcN and Maintain the standards oJpractice b1

the registered persons under this Act'. For eflbctive sen'ice delivery and regulation of the agricultural
profbssion.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
66. The proposal was adopted by the Committee to widen the scope ofthe areas covered by the Board

Clause t5

Amend paragraph l5 ( I ) (a) to read as follo* s, " is a holdet' of dzgza dipbmq or certficate in an
agricultural s?ecialA s?ectfted under this Acl'.'lo provide better clarity and consistence with the
requirenrents for qualification in specilied in the other Clauses ofthe Bill.

Committee's Obserwation/Recommendation
'I-he proposal u'as adopted with amendments to provide for registration both as an agricultural
profbssional or technician.

68. Amend the clause by deleting paragraphs t.l (t )(c) and (d) because they adequately provided Ibr in
paragraph l5(l )(a).

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
-lhe proposal was adopted uith amendments by providing for qualification {br registration as an
agricul tural professional or technician.

69. Amend the clause by deleting paragraphts (t)(e) and substituting it with the following paragraph,
" is a mcmber of a profexional bo$, registazd fu the Board' . To align the provision r.r'ith the proposed
amendment for professional Bodies to register u ith the Board.

6;
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Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The proposd was rejected by the Committee to allow agricultural professionals or technicians who
are not members of any prolessional body to be registered under the Act. This is to ensure that
agricultural professionals or technicians are not compelled to register u'ith other bodies belbre
registering under the Act.

Amend the clause by inserting the lollowing new paragraph: "(f1 Qualtfted in agricultural special\,
course and has undagone a trdining p?og'amme of not less than cumulatire four u'eehs in Agricultural
Management Course at the Kenya School of Agriculturd'. Qtalified, professionals to be exposed practical
on goings through Agricultural Management course.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The proposal was adopted with amendments by the Committee to ensure registration of both
agricultr.rral professionals and technicians.

71. Amend the clause by inserting the lollowing new paragraph, "(g) Proaide for etperienced ertension
str-uice proaida's uith prior learning erpa'ience who uill haae a minimum of Form Four Ctftficate or
equioalert and undertake 2 Montls Agricultural Management Course at Kenya School of Ag iculturd' . To
give experienced persons opportunity to register as agricultural professionals and to be exposed on
practical on goings through Agricultural Management course.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The proposal was adopted r.r'ith amendments by the Committee to ensure registration of both
professionals and technicians.

Amend the clause by providing for categorization ofAgricultural Professionals considering degree,
diploma or certificate which should also include extension service providers with prior learning
experience. The proGssionals difler on their qualifications.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The proposal was adopted with amendments by the Committee to ensure registration of both
pr ofessionals and technicians.

Amend the clause by replacing sub-clause 15 (2), (3), (4) and (5) with,"A ptrson zuho holds a cert{icate,
a diploma or a degze from an institution outside Kenla recognized b1 the Board shall be eligible for
registration under this Act as an ag'icultural professional tf the person undertakes not less than cumulatiue

four zueeks Agricultural Management Course at the Kerya School of Agriculturd' . The provisions in t 5 (2),
(s), (+) and (5) are detailed processes for recognizing degrees, diplomas or certificates I'rom other
corrntries

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The proposal was adopted with amendments by the Committee to ensure registration of both
prolessionals and technicians.

Clause l5

Amend the clause by moving sub-clause l5 (6) to clause l7 to allow similar provision to be together
and provide flow.

i2
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Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The proposal was adopted by the Committee to allow fbr proper flow ofthe provisions ofthe Bill

Clause t 6

i5 Amend the clause by deleting sub-clause l6 (2) since this provision is clearly provided for in clause
15

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The proposal was adopted by the Committee.

Clause t 8

76. Recast the entire Clause l8 to provide that: " (l) A person shall not practice as an agricultural professional
uithout a cefilficate of regish ation issued by the Board (z) A person u.tho practices without a cattftcate of
registration commits an ffincd'. There is need for clarity on not practicing without being a registered
professional.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The proposal was rejected by the Committee. Having the particulars ofthe o{Ience as contained in
the Bill pror.ides more clarity.

Clause l9

77. Amend the clause by reducing the number of'days from sixty to thirty days lrom the day olbeing
notified ofthe decision to appeal because sixty days from the day ofbeing notified ofthe decision to
appeal is too long and will lead to pile ups.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The proposal was adopted by the Committee to provide lor reasonable timeliness

Clause 9l

78. Amend the marginal note for to " Licensitg Proaisioni' .

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The proposal was rejected by the Committee. The provision of clause 2l are specific to private
pmctitioners as indicated on the marginal note.

?9. Amend sub-clause 2l (l) to provide lor licensing of'registered agricultural professionals. "No person
shall practice as an ag'icultural prqlfessional uithout a aalid license issued by the Board A pesonwho ?r'actices
as at agricultural professional uithout a aalid license issued b1 the Board commits an ffince; and the Cabinet
Secretary shall prescribe procedures 1[or issue, renctual reaocatiott" suspemion or canrellation of Licerce in

rcgulations". This Part provides lor licensing ofpractitioners and not registration which is provided
lor in Part II I.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation

Rcport of.he Departmental Committee on Agriculture and Uvestock on the Agricultural Pmfessionals Rcgistntior, and Licensing
Ai (National Assenblf Bi No. ,e ofeoea)



The proposal u'as rejected by the Committee. Clause 2t is specific on private practice while PART
I I I is on registration.

go. Amend sub-clause (3) by inserting the following new paragraph "an ag'icultural professional u,ho has

been dully regznered in accordance uith clause 15 mdj Practice uithout requirements of licensing '. -fo provide
clarity on the exemption being sought for professionals employed as so in public sen,ice

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
'I-he proposal was reject by the Committee, the clause is specific on u'hat does not amount to private
practice. There is no exemption for taking out a practicing certificate for all persons registered under
the Act.

81. Amend the clause by deleting paragraph (s) (c) because exempting agricultural professionals ra'ho

are employed in agricultural professional firms creates a gap and may allou' non-qualified persons to
practice.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
'lhe proposal lvas rejected by the Committee, all registered professionals to take out an annual
practicing certificate to generate t'unds lor the Board.

Clause ee

tl2. Amend the marginal note to read, " Board to issue antual licetses"

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The proposal was rejected by the Committee. The Board issues both the practicing certificates and
licences as indicated on the marginal note.

49. Amend clause 22 to read as follows, "?he Board shall issue, in accordarce zaith lhe proaision of this Act
and an1 rules made unda'this Act, Identfication Badge and an antual license to an ag'icultural professional
named to engage h priuate practice' .

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
'lhe Committee rejected the proposal. Issuance ofbadge is an administrative action that does not
need to be included in the Act. l'ractice certificate and licence is sufficient.

Clauses 99 to 95

8.1,. Amend the clauses by deleting the words " Practicing (brt{icatC' and substituting with the words
" Annual liceud' . To align with the recommendation in clause 22

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
'lhe Committee rejected the proposal. Proposed amendment to clause 22 sought to be aligned with
in this proposal * as rejected.

Clause 96

95. Delete the Clause because it is provided for under clause 25
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Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The Committee rejected the proposal. The provision 23 and 26 are distinct since one is on practicing
certificate while the other is on license.

Clause 98

86. Amend the clause to read as follows, "The Board ma1 refer a mattzr to the Disciplinary Committze tf it
has reason to belime that a person regtsteted under this Act has.....," since the law does not work
retrogressively

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
'lhe Committee adopted the proposal.

Clause I t

47. Delete the clause b"y deleting paragraph s I ( t ) (d) since it is adequately provided for in paragraph s t
(r) (c)

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The Committee adopted the proposal r,r'ith amendments and merged the two clauses

88. Amend clauses 3l and SZ by deleting the uords, " practicing certtficaE' to align it r.r.ith the
recommendation in clause 22.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
'I'he Committee rejected the proposal. The proposed amendment to Clause 22 sought to be aligned
with was rejected.

Clause +3

89. Amend sub-clause,[9 (2) to read as follons, "A percon u'ho contraaenes sub-cltuse (t) commits an offeace
and is liable on contiction to afne not eneeding &to hundred thousand shillings or impriso me jfor a term
tot eneeding h.co years, or both".1'o provide clarity and align effectively.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation

Agreed to and be moved to disciplinary sub-head

Clause,1.1,

90. Amend the Bill by deleting the clause because agricultural specialty trainings are regulated under
other statutes.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
'lhe Committee rejected the proposal since the provision is specific on oflbnces by training
institutions u'hich are regrrlated by the Board.

Clause +z
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91. Amend the clause by introducing a new amendment to provide for the procedures for application,
conditions, withdrawal, cancelation and chargeable fees for registration certificates and annual
licenses. This is necessary for operation

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The Committee rejected the proposal, such details are better oflleft for regulations

4.4 KENYA SOCTETY FOR AGRTCULTURAL PROFESSTONATS (KESAP)

92. In a meeting uith the Committee held on 22nd August 202.1, Mr. Paul Mbuni, the Chief Executive
Officer ofthe Kenya Society for Agricultural Professionals proposed the following amendments to
the Agricultural ProGssionals Registration and Licensing Btll 2o2+.

Tittle

93. Amend the title of the Bill to read," Agriatltural Techniciau and Professionals Regtstration and Liceuing
Bill' to recognize technicians who are part ofprofessionals in the industry.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The Committee adopted the proposal and distinguished the registration ofagricultural professionals
and technicians.

Clause 4

9.1. Amend sub-clause 4 (4) to read as follo,,r's, "The Board Chairmar shall be appointed b1 the President and
shall be an agricultural professional of ary specialS, of good charactn and standinp!'. The purpose of the
abor.e proposal is that by the President appointing the Chairperson, the proposed Board will have
the necessary thrust in law to execute its functions. In addition, it will in line with similar Boards
and entities in r.r'hich the President is the appointing authority of the chairs.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The Committee rejected the proposal to allow the Board to elect its own Chairperson

95. Insert the following new sub-clause + (5), "The Board shall elect a llice Chairposon from amotg its
memberi' .

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The proposal was adopted *ith amendments.

Clause .14

96. Amend clause 42 to by deleting the word "corduct'and substituting with the word "misconducl'

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The Committee adopted the proposal.
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4.9 PEST CONTROL PRODUCTS BOARD

In their letter, Refl PCPB/ t /VOL.lll/24/ost dated 2o,h August 2024, the Pest Control Products
Board through its Chiel Executive Secretary, Mr. Fredrick Muchiri proposed the following
amendments to the Agricultural Professionals Registration and Licensing Bill 2o24,:

Part IV

98. Amend part IV to read " l,icensing of Ag'icultural Professionali'. 'lo harmonize contents

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The Committee adopted the proposal

Clause 95

99. Amend sub-clause 25 (9) to provide separate circumstances under which renewal of practicing
certificate may be refused, cancelled, withdrau'n or suspended. To guide the Board in decision
making and promote transparency and fairness.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The Committee rejected the proposal, such details are better off left for regulations

Clause 9 t

lOo.Amend paragraphs 9l (l) (c) and (d) by harmonizing the period ofu'ithdrawal or cancellation of'the
practicing certificate in the trvo paragraphs for consistency.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
lOt.The Committee adopted the proposal u,ith amendments by merging the two subclauses,

4.4 KENYA NATIONAL FARMERS FEDERATION (KENAFF)

l02.ln a meeting with the Committee held on Thursday, 22,,d August 2o2.t, Ms. Mary Kageni, the
Projects Oflicer, proposed the follou ing amendments to the Bill:

Clause 4

log.Amend sub-clause + (t) to include the National l'armers' Organization in the membership of the
Board.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
lo.l.The Committee adopted the proposal *'ith amendments

Clause z

l05.Amend the clause to consider and accommodate the local indigenous kno*'ledge in agriculture
There is need lbr consideration ofthe indigenous knowledge that is very important in agriculturc.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
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-lhe Committee rejected the proposal, it is not possible to ascertain indigenous knowledge for
purposes of registration as an agricultural professional or technician.

Clause 99

l06.Flither delete the clause or reduce the fbes. The cost oflicensing the professionals, if high will have
an equal effect on farmers hence smallholder larmers will shy away from consulting prolessionals
and this will limit them from benefiting from the Bill's provisions.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The Committee rejected the proposal sine the Bill does not mention any specific amounts to be
charges.

Clause lo (s)

toT.Amend the clause by deleting sub-clause +O (3) because employment ofpersons not registered under
this guideline is limiting fresh graduates from TVETs and universities.

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The Committee rejected the proposal, fresh graduates are entitled for registration immediately after
completing their education.

4.5 ANIMAL HEALTH AND INDUSTRY TRAINING INSTITUTE (AHITI) - KABETE

to8.ln their letter, Re[ AHITI/MLD/5 /yOL.lV /o4s/ dated 9l'r August 202.1, the Principal, Dr.
Samuel Mugo stated that the Institute was in support ofthe Bill because it is a landmark piece of
legislation that represents a critical step towards professionalizing the agricultural sector in Kenya.
By establishing a framework for registration and licensing, the Bill aims at enhancing the quality of
agricultural sen ices, protect farmers, and promote sustainable agricultural practices. The successful
implementation ofthis Bill could lead to significant improvements in agricultural productivity and
food security, benefiting the economy and society as a r,r'hole.

,i.6 MR. DUNSTAN KABURU MISHECK

lo9.Mr. I)unstan Kaburu Misheck, a crop protection specialist and agronomist in the Department of
Agriculture, Meru County; proposed that clause ,1, should be amended in paragraph + (t) (c) by
deleting the words, "Kerya Soctel for Ag'icultural Professionak" and replacing with "Agricultural
Professional Bodies".

Committee's Observation/Recommendation
The Committee adopted the proposals with amendments to by including agricultural professional
bodies without specifying specific organisations since organisations my cease to exist u'ith time.
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CHAPTER FIVE
5 COMMITTEE OBSERVATIONS

llaving considered the Bill, the Committee obsen'ed that enacting the Agricultural Prolessionals
Registration and Licensing Bill,2o2+ into law will bring several potential benefits to the agriculture
industry, including:
I lo.Regulatory oversight: The Bill establishes the Agricultural Prolessionals Registration and

Licensing Board that will oversee the registration, licensing, and regulation of agricultural
practitioners.

I I l.Professional standards and accountability: The Bill provides for the registration and licensing of
agricultul'al prolessionals. This will enhance accountability and professionalism within the sector.

I l2.Support for smallholder farmers: By regulating uho can dispense agricultural inputs such as
Grtilizers and seeds, the Bill aims at protecting hrmers from unscrupulous traders selling
counterGit or substandard ploducts. 'fhis is crucial for safeguarding the livelihoods of larmers and
ensuring that they receive quality inputs necessary for successlul larming ultimately improving
their productivity and income levels.

I lS.Enhanced credibility and trust: Registered agricultural professionals will be recognized as
credible practitioners, which can lbster trust among farmers and other stakeholders in the
agricultural value chain. This trust is essential for eflective collaboration and for fhrmers to seek
advice and services from professionals without fear ofexploitation.

I l4.Access to professional development and resources: The Bill encourages continuous professional
development by requiring registered professionals to engage in ongoing education and training.
This uill help practitioners to stay updated on the latest agricultural practices, technologies, and
regulations, ultimately benefiting the agricultural sector as a whole.

I 15.Improved agricultural productivity and enhanced food security: With qualified professionals
providing guidance and support to hrmers, the overall productivity of the agricultural sector is
likely to improve. Better advice on crop management, pest control, and resource utilization can lead
to increased yields and more sustainable fhrming practices.

ll6.Legal framework for emploSrment: Like in other regulated sectors, the bill creates a legal
requirement lor employers in the agricultural sector to hire only registered profbssionals. This not
only ensures that employers comply with legal standards but also promotes job security and
prolessional recognition for agricultural practitioners.

I l T.Economic growth, development and diversification: A more professional agricultural sector can
attract investment and innovation, contributing to the overall economic gro$th ofthe country.
Improved standards can also enhance Kenya's competitiveness in both domestic and international
agricultural markets. As agricultural productivity increases, there rvill likely trc a ripple effect on
related sectors, such as food processing and distribution.

I l8.Public participation: By allou'ing stakeholders to give input and second membership to the Board,
it means public input and stakeholder engagement have been given priority. This is crucial for
ensuring that the needs and concerns of all agricultural stakeholders are considered, fostering a

collaborative approach to agricultural regulation.
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CTIAPTER StX

6 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

The Committee having reviewed the Agricultural Profeosionals Registration and Licensing Bill
(National Assanbl Bill No. t I of 2024) recommends that the House approves the Bill with amendments
as proposed in the Schedr:le in Chapter Seven ofthis report.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

7 SCHEDULE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

The Committee proposed the following amendments to be considered by the House in the Committee
Stage:

SHORT TITLE
THAT, the Bill be amended by deleting the short title and substituting therefor the following new
short title-

..THE AGRICULTURAL PROFESSIONALS
REGISTRATION AND LICENSING BILL, 2023"

AND TECHNICIANS

lustification
To provide for registraliott eilher as a professional or a technician

LONH TITLE
2. THAT, the Bill be amended by deleting the long title and substituting therefor the following new

long titl+-

"AN ACT of Parliament to make provision for the registration and licensing ofagricultural
professionals and technicians, to provide for the regulation ofthe standards and practice of
the profession, to provide for the establishment, powers and functions ofthe Agricultural
Professionals Registration and Licensing Board and for connected purposes"
Juslification
To ptovide for registrotion eithet as a professional or a lechnician.

CLAUSE 2
3. THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause 2 by deleting the definition of "agriculture specialty and

substituting therefor the following new definition-

"agricultural specialty" include training or specialization in crop production, horticulture,
plant breeding, seed technology, agronomy, botany, crop science, crop protection, home
economics, food science, farm management, animal production, range management
agricultural economics, agribusiness, agricultural extension, agricultural education,
agricultural marketing, agricultural policy and law, floriculture, biotechnology, agricultural
engineering, soil and water engineering, soil science, agro-forestry, and aquaculture,
apiculture and fish biology;

Justificalion
To inlroduce aquacuhure, apiculture ond J'ish biologlt.

CLAUSE 3
4. THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause 3-

(a) by deleting the marginal note and substituting the following new marginal notes-

"Establishment of the Agricultural Professionals and Technicians Registration and
Licensing Board."

deletin subclause and substitutin thereflore the followin ng\rv' 5u[glxvsg-
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"(l) There is established a Board known as Agricultural Professionals and Technicians
Registration and Licensing Board."

Justificalion
To accommodale the inlroduclion of regislralion of technicions.

CLAUSE 4
5. THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause 4-

(a) in subclause (l)-
(i) by deleting paragraph (c) and substituting therefore the following new paragraph-

"(c)two person from the training institutions; one from a middle level agricultural
training institution and one I'rom high level agricultural training institution, one
person from agricultural research institutions, one person from agricultural
professionals organization, one person from animal production professionals and
one person from fisheries and agricultural engineers;

(ii) by deleting paragraph (d); and
(iii) by deleting subclause (4) and substituting therefor the following new subclause-

"(4) The Board shall elect a Chairperson from among its members who shall be
gazette by the Cabinet Secretary."

Juslificalion
To ensure that every sector of the agricullural speciality is represented in the
board is represenled in the board considering the representation of the
lechnicians os )sell and lhe Boord being a professional body, allowing il lo elect
its own Chairperson,l.

(b) in subclause (3) by deleting paragraph (3) and substituting therefor the following new
paragraph-

"(b)is an agricultural professional or agricultural technician ofany specialty and ofgood
character and standing."

Justification
To occommodote lhe inlroduclion of regislralion of technicians.

CLAUSE 7
6. THAT, Clause 7 of the Bill be amended in sub-clause ( l!-
(a) by deleting paragraph (a) and substituting therefor the following new paragraph

"(a)register and issue certificates ofpractice to qualified persons, organizations and
institutionsl

Justificotion
To accommodale the introduction of registralion oJtechnicions.

(b) by deleting paragraph (b) and substituting therefor the following new paragraph-

"(b)arbitrate professional d isputes;"
Juslificolion
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Tribunols are eslablished pursuant to Article 169 ond Acts of Parliament hence the
Board can nol constilule on independenl lribunal.

(c) by inserting the following new paragraphs immediately after paragraph (f)-

(g) in consultation with such approved agricultural training institutions as the Board may
deem appropriate, prescribe courses of training for agricultural prolessionals;

(h) receive, evaluate and register code ofethics on the practice ofall agricultural professional

organizations registered under this Act; and

(i) maintain the standards of practice by the registered persons under this Act."

Juslilicalion
To broaden the functions of the Board lo include lrdining, code of ethics for lhe
prolessionals and enforcemenls of slandards ithich are ke! elements.

CLAUSE 15
7. THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause I 5-

(a) by deleting subclause ( I ) and substituting therefor the following new subclause-

( L)A person shall be eligible for registration under this Act-
(a) as an agricultural professional ifthe that person holds a degree or post graduate degree in

a relevant agricultural specialty recognized by the Board;

(b) as an agricultural technician if the person has undergone a post-secondary training course
and passed examination in Kenya or elsewhere and obtained a diploma or certificate in a
relevant field or any agricultural specialty which the Board recognizes as an equivalent
qual i fi cation for registration;

(2.)A person shall be eligible for registration as an agricultural professional or agricultural
technician if the person-

(a) has applied for membership and paid the prescribed fee;

(b) satisfies the Board that he or she is professionally competent, a person of good

character and fit to be registered under this Act; and

(3.)A person who holds any academic qualification from an institution outside Kenya recognized
by the Board shall be eligible lor registration under this Act subject any regulations made under
this Act.

Justificotion
To accommodate lhe introduclion of regislralion of lechnicians and provide for
recognilion of qualifrcations obtoined from instiluliotts oulside Kenla.

CLAUSE I6
8. THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause l6 by delete subclause (2)
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CLAUSE 17

9. THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause I 7-
(a) by deleting the words "agricultural professional" in subclause ( I ) and substituting therefor the

word "persons";

(b) by deleting the words "agricultural professional" in subclause (2) and substituting therefor the
word "persons";

(c) bydeletingthe words "agricultural professional" in subclause (3) and substituting therefor the
word "person"; and

(d) by inserting the following new subclause immediately after subclause (6)-

"(6,4) The Registrar shall register every qualified person by entering the name, address,
professional qualifications and such other particulars as the Board may prescribe,
in the register kept for that purpose."

Justificotion
To accommodate the introduction of registration ol technicians.

CLAUSE 18
10. THAT, Clause l8 of the Bill be amended in subclause (4) by deleting the words 'thirty thousand"

in paragraph (b) and substituting therefor the words "fifty thousand".

Justification
To provide for a penally lhal is commensutole lo lhe offence.

CLAUSE 19
I I . THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause l9 by deleting the word "sixty" appearing immediately after

the word and substituting therefor the word "thirty".

Justificalion
To provide lor a reasonable limeline lor appeals.

CLAUSE 20
12. THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause 20 by inserting the following new subsection immediately

after subsection (2)-
"(3) The Registrar shall publish the gazette notice under sub-section (2) by the end of the

second month ofevery calendar year"
Juslilicalion
To provide for a duration wilhin which an updaled regislered is published in lhe gazetle bt
lhe Registrar.

CLAUSE 2I
13. THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause 2l-

(a) in subclause ( I )-
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(i) by inserting the words "or technician" immediately after the word "professional"
in the opening statement; and

(ii) by deleting paragraph (c).

(b) in subclause (2) by inserting the words "or technician" immediately after the word "
professional" in the opening statement; and

(c) in subclause (3) by inserting the words "or technician" immediately after the word
"professional" in paragraph (c).

Juslification
To occommodale lhe inlroduclion of regislralion of lechnicians.

CLAUSE 23
14. THAT, Clause 23 of the Bill be amended in subclause (3|-

(a) by deleting the phrase "and agricultural professional" and substituting therefore the words
"a person"; and

Juslificalion
To accommodate lhe inlroduclion of regislralion of lechnicians.

(b) by deleting the word "sixty" and substituting therefor the word "thirty"

Justification
To provide lor a reosonable lime for issuance of practicing certilicate

CLAUSE 24
I 5. THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause 24 by deleting the words 'the agricultural professional" and

substituting therefor the words'h person" in subclause (4).

Justification
To occommodale the introduction of rcgistration of technicians.

CLAUSE 25
16. THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause 25-

(a) deleting the words "An agricultural professional" and substituting therefor the words "a
person" in subclause ( I );

(b) deleting the words "an agricultural professional" and substituting therefor the words "a person"
in subclause (2); and

Justification
To accommodale the introduclion of registration oftechnicians.

(c) by deleting the words "Cabinet Secretary" and substituting therefore the word "Board" in
subsection (4).

Justification
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To correcl mix-up of a function of the Board.

CLAUSE 26
I 7. THAT, the Bill be amended by moving Clause 26 to appear immediately after Clause 2 | subclause

(3)

Justification
To ensure properllow of lhe provision ofthe Bill.

CLAUSE 27
I 8. THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause 27 by deleting subclause ( I ) and substituting therefor the

following new subclause-

(l)There is established a Disciplinary Committee of the Board which shall consist of-
(a) at least two members of the Board from diffbrent agricultural specialties;
(b) three members coopted by the Board for liom diflerent agricultural specialties

relevant to the subject matter under consideration by the Disciplinary Committee;
and

(c) the Registrar who shall be the secretary to the Committee and shall be responsible
for taking records ofthe proceedings but shall not have a right to vote on any matter.

Justificotion
To ensurc proper rcpresenlotion and conslilulion of the Committee,

CLAUSE 28
19. THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause 28 by deleting the opening statement and substituting

therefore the following opening statement-

"(l) The Board may rel'er a matter to the Disciplinary Committee if it has reason to believe
that a person registered under this Act, has-"
Justification
To accommodole lhe inlroduction of regislralion oftechnicions.

CLAUSE 30
20. THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause 30 be amended-

(a) in subclause (l) by deleting the words "the agricultural professional" and substituting
therefor the words "a person" in subclause ( I ); and

(b) by inserting the following new subclause immediately after subclause (3)-
"(4) The Committee may at its discretion seek the assistance of the Attorney-Ceneral

to advise the Committee at on matters pe(aining to law, procedure for evidence, or
examination and cross-examination of witnesses."

CLAUSE 3I
21. THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause 3l-
(a) in subclause ( l)-

(i) by deleting the words "an agricultural professional" in the opening statement and

substituting therefbr the words "a person";
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(ii) by deleting the words "an agricultural professional" in paragraph (b) and substituting
therefor the words "person";

(iii) by deleting paragraph (c) and substituting therefore the following new paragraph-
"(c)suspend, withdraw or cancel the practicing certificate a person registered under this

Act for a period not less not exceeding three years; or
(iv) by deleting paragraph (d);
(v) by deleting paragraph (e) and substituting therefor the following new paragraph-

"(e)remove the name ofthe name ofa person from the register if their practicing
certificate has been cancelled, suspended or withdrawn."

(b) in subclause (2) by deleting the words "an agricultural professional" and substituting therefor the
words "a person";

(c) in sub-clause (3) by deleting the words 'hn agricultural professional" and substituting therefor the
words "a person";

(d) by deleting subclause (4) and substituting therefor the following new subclause-
"(4) A person who refuses or fails to surrender his badges, licenses or certificates to the

Registrar on request shall be guilty ofprofessional misconduct and liable to a fine not
exceeding fifty thousand shillings, or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three
months, or both."

(e) in subclause (5) by deleting the words "an agricultural professional" and substituting therefor the
words "a person".

Juslifrcetion
To acconmodole lhe inlroduclion of registration of technicians.

CLAUSE 32
22.THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause 32-

(a) by deleting the words "an agricultural professional" and substituting therefor the words "a
person" in subclause ( l); and

(b) in subclause (2)-
(i) by deleting the words "an agricultural professional" and substituting therefor the

words "a person"; and
(ii) by deleting the word "may" and substituting therefore the word "shall".

Justilication
To accommodale the introduction of registrotion of technicians.

CLAUSE 33
23. THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause 33 by deleting the words "an agricultural professional" and

substituting therefor the words "a person" in subclause ( I ).

Justificotion
To occommodole lhe introduclion of registration of lechnicians.

CLAUSE 40
24. THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause 40 by inserting the words "or technician" immediately after

the word "professional" in the opening statement in subclause ( l).
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Justificalion
To accommodate lhe inlroduclion of regislrolion oflechnicians.

CLAUSE 42
25. THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause 42-

(a) by deleting the opening statement and substituting therefor the following new opening
statement-

"(l)A person who is licensed under this Act shall be guilty ol professional
misconduct if such person-"
Justification
To accommodale lhe inlroduclion ol regislrolion of technicians.

(b) by moving Clause 42 to appear immediately after Clause 27(2).

Justificotion
To ensure properflow of the provisions of the Bill.

CLAUSE 43
26. THAT, Clause 43 of the Bill be amended-

(a) in subsection ( l|-
(i) by inserting the words "or technician" immediately after the word professional in

paragraph (a);
(ii) by deleting paragraph (c) and substituting therefore the following new paragraph

"(c) manages or dispenses agricultural inputs in form ofagricultural chemicals.
Justificolion
Nol to criminalize dispensing offerlilizers and feeds.

(iii) by inserting the following new subclause immediately after subclause (l)-
"(2)A person who contravenes subsection (l) commits an offence and is liable on

conviction to a fine not exceeding two hundred thousand shilling or
imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years, or both."

Justificotion
To ensure properflow ofthe provisions of the Bill.

CLAUSE 46
27. THAT, the Bill be amended in Clause 46 by inserting the words "or technician" immediately after

the word "professional" appearing in the opening statement.

Juslificalion
To accommodate lhe inlruduclion of registration of technicians.

CLAUSE 47
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28. THAT, Clause 47 of the Bill be amended by inserting the following new paragraphs immediately
after paragraph (h}-

i. safe use ofagricultural chemicals;
j. gazettement ofany agricultural specialty; and

k. any other regulations covered under this Act.

Justification
To bmadca lhe regulations made under the Act by including lhe oreas lefl out.

FIRST SCHEDULE

29. THAT, the Bill be amended in the First Schedule-
(a) by deleting the word "one" appearing immediately after the word "further" in paragraph ( l);

and

Justificotion
To correct typographicol error.

(b) in paragraph (3) deleting subparagraph (4) and substituting therefor the following new
subparagraph-

"(4) The quorum for the conduct ofthe business ofthe Board shall be five voting
members."

lustification
To reduce lhe quorumfrom seven lofive in relalion to the number of Boord
members.

SECOND SCHEDULE
30. THAT. the Bill be amended in the Second Schedule-

(a) by deleting the phrase "Agricultural Advisory Services Committee" and substituting therefor
the following new phrase-

"Agricultural and Environmental Advisory Services Committee"
(b) by inserting the following new phrase immediately after the phrase "Research and Training

Committee"

"Biosystems Engineering Committee"

Justilication
To include olher relevanl oreos in lhe Committees of lhe Board.
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THIRTEENTH PARLIAMENT - THIRD SESSION - 9094.

DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK

ADOPTION SCHEDULE

We, the undersigned Honorable Members of the Departmental Committee on Agriculture and Livestock today,
Wednesday, Soth October'2o2+ do heleb,y aflix our signatures to this Report on the Agricultural Professionals
Registration and Licensing Bill, 2o2+ (National Assembly Bill No.r9 of eoef) to a{firm our approval and
,'onfirm its accuracy, validity and authenticity:

HON. (DR.) .IOHN KANYLITHIA MLTTUNGA, phD, Mp -

CHAIRPERSON

s HON. BRIGHTON LEONARD YEGON, MP - VICE-

CHAIRPERSON
tL-

HON. SABINA WANJIRU CHEGE, CBS, MP *1@
+ HON. FERDINAND KEVIN WANYONYI. MP l(Lt!1rtL
) r{ON. CEOFFRE\'MAKOKHA ODANGA, MP

(; IION. JLISTICE KIPSANG KEMEI, MP

HON. JARED ODOYO OKELO, MP

I HON. LAWRENCE MPURLI ABURI, MP

9 HON. DAVID KIPLAGAT. MP ffi
to HON. (;ABRIEL GATHUKA KA(;OMBE, MP /'t**tz
II HON. MONICAII MUTHONI MARUBU, MP L--rzz V

t2 HON. PAMELA NJOKI NJERU, MP y{/Y,
ls HON. PATRICK KIBAGENDI OSERO, MP

l4 HON. PETER KALERWA SALASYA, MP

l5 HON. \'LISSLIF MOHAMED FARAH, MP



THIRTEENTH PARLIAMENT - THIRD SESSION - 2024.

DIRECTORATE OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEES

MINUTES OF THE 49ND SITTING OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON

AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK HELD AT HILTON GARDEN INN HOTEL, SUIT 3

CONFERENCE ROOM, MACHAKOS COUNTY ON WEDNESDAY, SOTH OCTOBER
9024 A'l 9.30 PM

PRESENT
1. I{on
2. I-lon
3. Hon
-1.. Hort
5. HoIi
6. LIon
7. FIon
8. Hon
9. Hon
to. I Ion

(Dr.) John Kanyuithia Mutunga, PhD, MP
Brighton Leonard Yegon, MP
Sabina Wanjiru Chege, CBS, MP
Ferdinancl Kevin Wanyonyi, MP
Jared Odoyo Okelo, MP
David Kiplagat, MP
Pamela N.ioki N ieru, M[)
Patrick Kibagendi Osero, MP
Yussuf Moharx'd Farah, MP
Petel Kalerwa Salasya, MP

Chairperson
Vice-Chairperson

ABSENT WITH APOLOGY
t. llon. (ieofliey Makoliha Oclanga, N'll'
2. I{on. JLrstice Kipsang Kernei, MP
s. Hon. Lawt'ence Mpr"rru Abtrri, MP
+. Hon. Gabriel Gathuka Kagombe, MP
5. Hon. Monicah Muthoni MarLrbtr, MP

IN ATTENDANCE

COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT
t. Mr'. Victor K. Kilimo
:u. Mr'. David Ngeno
s. tsr'igita Mati
t.. Mr'. Gelald Ka<lede
.;. Ms T,irirtabtr Zola
(;. I1r. [)il n ton Kirrrtrtai
;. /-ahra.\hrrred

AGENDA
t . Pl'ayel's
.:. Plelirninalies/Adoption ol the Agenda
3. ('-onfi r'rnation of' MinLrtes
't.. M atters Arising

Clelk Assistant l[[
Research Offrcer Ill
Legal Counsel I
Legal Counsel II
Serieant-at-A rnrs
ALrdio Assista nt
( )fllce Assis tant
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5. Clause by Clause Consideration of the Agricultural Professionals Registration and
Licensing Bill (National Assembly Bill No. is of zoe+1

o. Adoption of the Report on Agricultural Professionals Registration and Licensing Bill
(National Assembly Bill No. tg of eoe4)

7. Any other Business
8. Adjotrrnment/Date of'the Next Sitting

MIN. NO. NA/A&L/9O9+/Ig5I PRELIMINARIES,/ADOPTION OF THE
AGENDA

The. meeting was called to oldel at thirty minutes l)ast tr.vo o'clock with prayer by the
chairperson. The chairperson then rvelcomed member" tirr the alternoon session.

MIN. NO. NA/A&L/9O94/196,: CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

The Agenda was deferred to the next meeting.

MIN. NO. NA/ A&L/eoe4/ ls1l CLAUSE BY CLAUSE CONSIDERATION OF
THE AGRICULTURAL PROFESSIONALS
REGISTRATION AND LICENSING BILL
(NATIONAL ASSEMBLy BrLL NO. le OF roe4)

I clause 2? (r) is amended to include at least two sitting members ofthe Board and three co-
opted persons to the disciplinary committee whose competencies are not within the Board.

Clause 28 is amencled to read as fbllow.s_
'98. The Board mq' teJer a rnatler to the diciplimry comrnittee if it has a reason t() belrcre that a
pa sot regtstered tnder this Acf. has-"

3. Clause 29; Agreed to
+. Clause 3o is amended by adding the phrase, .may 

consult tlu attornEr general,,
5. Clatrse 3 t (c) add atd technt)cia.l,s qfter prqfessionots B t (d) arnend to rearl "suspeud., zt,ithtlrazt or

cancel and amatd the period lrt mirimun of si.t nrn h.t,ttul t nd.t imrun o7 :l;yzari" st (e) arnenrl t6
rcad "mq remoae tlu tane of the agriatlhu'al professirnul.fictn the regiiter"tJ the Bo,t)i g6t a t,a1,l
feason"

2

6. Clause Sz (Z); delete the word "m.q" and replace with "slul/,,
z. clause 93 is amended to read "u?on polment ofKshs. sqo(n- or s-months tm?risonmtnt"

8. ClaLrse 93; Agreed to

9. Clause s4; Agreed to

lo. CIause 3E; Agreed to

I l. Clause g6; Agreed to

12. Clause 9z; Agreed to

I lr. Clause 38i Agl eed ro

l,t. Clause 39; Agr.eed to

15. Clar-rse +O; Agleed to

16. Clause 4t; Agreed to

17. Clause 4,e; be moved wholly to the disciplinar.y section.
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18. Clause +9 (c) is amended by removing fertilizer, feeds and farm inputs'

19. Clause .*.n; Agreed to

20. Clause 45; Agreed to

2 1. Clause ,16; Agreed to

22. Clause 4'i; Add "and any other mtt listed"

First schedule

29. Clause t is amended by deleting "one'before "tzrm"

2+. Clause 26; Agreed to

Second schedule

,)5. Add (t. Biorystens engbteering comnittee Z. Agria ttal muironmnttal committee)

26. Define '.Agriaiture as per Agriatlture and Food Authoriry BUT mhance b1 addingfuhtries"

MIN. NO. NA/A&L/9094/I}SI ADOPTION OF TIIE REPORT ON AGRICULTI'JRAL
PROFESSIONAIS RECISTRATION AND
LICENSING BILL (NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BILL NO.
l9 OF 902,1.)

The Report on Agricultural Professionals Registration and LicensingBill (National Assembly Bill

No- rn be ,orn; fias adopted having been pro-posed by Hon. Sabina Wanjiru Chege, CBS, MP and

seconded by Hon. Yussuf Mohamed Farah, MP.

MIN. NO. NA/A&L/9O9,4/\}},: ADJOURNMENT/DATE OF THE NEXT
MEETING

Ther.e being no othel business, the meeting was adjourned at nineteen minutes past four o'clock'

The next m--eeting will be held on 3I-t October at 9 am at the same venue'

DATE,......3.1 \9_ \ \.-fiSIGNED

HON. (DR.) JOHN KANYUITHIA MUTUNGA' PhD' MP

CHAIRPERSON, ONPE,NTUENTAL COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE &
LIVESTOCK
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THIRTEENTH PARLIAMENT - THIRD SESSIoN - 2094

DIRECTORATE OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEES

MINUTES OF THE 49ND SITTING OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ONAGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK HELD AT HILTON GARDEN INN HOTEL, SUITIII CONFERENCE ROOM, MACHAI(OS COUNTY ON WEDNESDAY, ,OTHOCTOBER
eo94 AT O9.e9 AM

PRESENT
l. Hon
2. Hon
.9. I'lon
.1,. Hon
5. Hon
(i. I Ion
7. I{on
S. l'lon
9. IJon
lo. Hon

ABSENT WITH APOLOGY
t. Hon. Geoffr.ey Maholtha Odanga, Mp
9. Hon. Jtrstice I{ipsang. Kenrei, Mp
3. IJon. Lawrence MptrrLr Abrrr.i, Mp
t.. IJon. Gabriel GathLrka Kagornbe, MP
5. I lon. Monicah Muthoni MarubLr, Mp

(Dr.) John Kanyuithia MLrtunga, phD, Mp
Brighton Leonard Yegon, Mp
Sabina Wanjirtr Chege, CBS, Mp
Feldinand Kevin Wanyonyi, Mp
Jaled Odoyo Okelo, MP
Davicl Kiplasat, MP
Parnela Niolti Nit r.rr, N{I)
Patlick Kibagendi Osero, N{p
Yussuf Mohamed Far.ah, Mp
Peter Kalerwa Salasya, Mp

Chairperson
Vice-Chairperson

IN ATTENDANCE

COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT
L Mr'. Vir.tor. li. Kilirrro
9 Vr. Dar id Ngerrrr
s. I} igita Mati
t. Mr'. Celald l{ader le
5. Ms. Zainabrr Zor.a
6. Mr'. Danton Kimrrtai
i. Zahla.{hmecl

AGENDA
l. Players
9. Prelirninaries/Adoption of the Agenda
9. Confirmation of MinLrtes
.t.. Mattels Ar.ising

Clerli Assis tant II I

Research Oflicer. III
Legal Counsel I
Legal Counsel II
Serjeant-at-Arms
Audio Ass istant
O{fice Assistant
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5. Clause by Clause Consideration of the Agriculttrral Professionals Registration and
Licensing Bill (National Assembly Bill No. tg of els+)

6. Any other Business
7. Adjournment/Date of the Next Sitting

The nreeting was called to older at tu,ent),-nine rninlltes to ten O'clocli rvith pr.ayer. by tlrt:
Chailperson. The Chairperson tlren bliefbd Mernbels on rhe btrsiness pencling irelbr.e the,
committee and the need lbr Members to commit themsel,u.es during the retreat period.

The committee adopted the Agenda of the meeting having been proposed by Hon. pamela Njoki
Njeru, MP and seconded by Hon. Jared Odoyo Okelo, Mp.

MIN. NO. NA/A&L/C,Og+/Ig9I CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

The Agenda was deftrred to the next rneeting.

MIN. NO. NA/ A&L/eoe+/ tsrt

MIN. NO. NL/ A&L/sos4/ tssl

PRELIMI NARIES/ADOPTION
AGENDA

OF THE

CLAUSE BY CLAUSE CONSIDERATION OF
THE AGRICULTURAL PROFESSIONALS
REGISTRATION AND LICENSING BILL
(NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BILL NO. ts OF soe4)

2

Amend clarrse z by defining "ag.ic.ltural specialty" to inclLrding "ftsheries aul aqnda hre,
apia htre and by dtbtc tatural resource rtanagematf'. -fhe CS in consultition with the Boar.d and
Commission for Higher Education may gazette any other specialties

Amend. clause + by deleting +(c) and (d) and replace the Boar.d to include professionals fi.om
"Tranbg hutitutiorts, Research Instihttiorts, Animol production, (h-op productiott, Drtgirrcers and.
Fisheties and tlu hao PSs responsible.f?tr,4grictlturt arul Litustorh".'flie Chair per.son tri be electetl
lrom among themselves.

3. Clause 5; Agreed to
.1. Clause 6; Agreed to

5. Delete Clause t(b) and amend by inserting the follorving paragraphs _
a) in connitation uith vuh d??t'ol)ed agrictlnral lrdtnitts instrfutiorts as llte Rotrd nrn' deetn

a?proPidtt, ?? escribe cou.ses of lra tung.for ag.tuitrutl prty'issu.tna ls;
b) receiae, ettaluate and regita' code oJ ethtcs on the practice of atl profexional agt-iaitural

organizations registered undzr this AcN,

c) maintain the standards ofpractice by the regtstered persons undtr this Act

6. Clause 8; Agreed to
7. Clause 9; Agreed to

8. Clause to; Agreed to

9. Clause I l;Agreed to

lo. Clause l2; Agreed to

I l. Clause l3; Agleed to

t2, Clause l{.; Agleecl to
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19. Clause 15; Amend subclause I

1,1,. Delete Clause l5 (e)

15. Clause t6; Agreed to

16. Move Clarrse t5 (6) to be Clause t7 (l)
17. Clause t'i (e) (b); Change to read registrar

18. Clause l8; Agreed to

19. Clause 19; Amend by reducing appeal per.iods from 60 to gO

20. Amend ClaLrse 20 (e) to read annually and provide a time line i.e. 2nd month of calendar year

2 l. Amend part iv to read "Ltcmsig oJ ag'iaihca I proJcssionals"

22. Delete Clause z t (c)

29. Clause 29; Agreed to

2.r. Clause 9S Agreed to

25. Clause 24; Agreed to

96. Clause 25; Agreed to

27. Clause 26; Agreed to

MIN. NO. NA/ A&L/ eoe4/ t94l ADJOI,JRNMENT/DATE OF THE NEXT
MEETING

There being tro other lrusiness, the meeting llas adiorrrned at three minutes to one o'clock. The
next nreeting to be held at 2 l)ur, at the sarne venue.

SIGNED: DATE,......3.! r-olr-r4f
HON. (DR.)JOHN KANYUITHIA MUTUNGA, PhD, MP

CHAIRPERSON, DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE &
LIVESTOCK
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DI RECTORATE OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEES

MINUTES OF THE 4TS SITTING OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ONAGRICULTI.IRE AND LIVESTOCK HELD IN COMMITTEE ROOM 14 ON gND FLOOR,BUNGE TOWER, PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS ON TUESDAY, I'BOCTOBER,Og4 ATlo.oo AM

PRESENT

t. Hon
2. Hon
3. Hon
4. Hon
5. Hon
6. Hon
/. H()ll
S. Hotr
9. Hon
10. Hon

(Dr.) John Kanytrithia Mutunga, phD, Mp
Brighton Lronard Yegon, Mp
Sabina Wanjiru Chege. CBS, Mp
Ferdinand Kevin Wanyonyi. Mp
Ceo{6'ey Malrokha Odarrsa. Mp
.ltrstice Kipsarrg Kemei, Ni I,
l)avid Kiplagat, N{1,
Pamela Nloki Njer.Lr, N{p
Patrick Kibagendi Oser.o, Mp
YussulMohamed Farah, Mp

Chairperson
Vice-Chairperson

ABSENT WITH APOLOGY

Jarecl Odoyo Oltelo, M[,
Lalr rence MpurLr Aburi, Mp
Gabriel Gathuka Kagombe, Mp
Monicah Muthoni Marubu, Mp
Peter Kalerwa Salasya, Mp

t I lon
,. Hon
9. Hon
,!. Hon
5. Hon

IN ATTENDANCE

A. COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT

l. Ms. LaLrleen O. Wesonga
g. Mr. Victor. K. Kilimo
s. Mr'. Gerald Kadede
+. Mr. MLrhumed Shillow
5. Edith Chepngeno
(i. N'l r'. Cbllins Mahamba
7. Ms. Nabayi Ber.nadette

Ms. Mary Gakeni

I'age I I

B. KENYA NATIONAL FARMERS FEDERATION

Clerli Assistant I
Clerk Assistant III
Legal Counsel II
Research Officer III
Media Relations Officer I I I
ALrdio Assistant
I ntern, Media Relations Oflicer

Resealch Policy, t obby and Advocacy Olficer



AGENDA

l' Prayels
2. Preliminaries/Adoption of the Agenda
S. Confirmation of Minutes
,t. Matters Arising
5. Stakeholder Engagement on the Agricultrral and Livestock Extension Services Bill

(Senate BiIl No. te of 9o2e)
6. Any other Business
7. Adjournment/Date of the Next Sitting

MIN. NO. NA/ A&L/ eoe4/ 186l PRELIMINARIES /A.D OPTION
AGENDA

OF THE

'fhe. meeting was called to order at twenty-nine minutes past ten o'clock with prayer. by the
Chairperson. The Chairperson then requested evelyone present in the meeting to" introdtrce
themselves.

The Committee adopted the Agenda of the meeting having lrcen ploposed by llon. Justice Kernei,
MP and seconded by Hon. Ferdinand Kevin Wanyonyi, Mp.

MIN. NO. NA/ A&L/2O9+/ I81I CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of the 4oth Sitting were adopted having been pr.oposecl by Hon. yussLrf Farah, Mp ancl
seconded by Hon. Geoffr'ey Makokha odanga, MP as a trui re{lection of the proceedinss.

MIN.NO.NA/A&L/9O24/1881 STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT ON THE
AGRICULTURAL AND LIVESTOCK
EXTENSION SERVICES BILL (SENATE BILL
NO. l2 OF eo4e)

The Chairperson welcomed an official from the Kenya National Farmers Federation to present
their views on the Stakeholder Engagement on the Agricultural and Livestock Extension Seryices
Bill (Senate Bill No. r2 of "2oee). They submitted as follows,

Kenya National Farmers' Federation (KENAfF)

Ms. Mary Kageni, the Projects oflicer, KENAIi[.', proposecl that the I]ill be arnendecl to
incorporate the following issues and concer.ns.

t. Definition ofthe extension services needs to be included in the interpretation ofterrns. There
is need for a clear definition ofthe services; ale the services only limited to advisor.y on far.m
inputs/ factors olproduction? Does it include monitor the farmers' productivity ani monitor
their consumer rights ofthe ploducts for example the farm chemicali they use rn.l it. i-p".t,
on their produce, and environment.2. Part II clause +(2) (b, d and e); Stipirlate for provision of
adequate sLrpport and capacity development Ibr growels and other stakehol<.lers inmtrng bean
industry. Thele is need to amend this to speak to all agricultural crops.

2. Clause 8c: development of new uses and new products for agricultural commoilities and
alternative production method to develop new crops: This ii manclates of KALRO a,d
Biosafety Atrthol ity. Extension selvices could be involved in the monitor.ing of the impacts of
the new aglicLrltulal commodities and the neu.prodrrctiorr rnethocls.
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9. Clause 8: there is need to incorporate rnonitoring impacts of farm inputs use as one of the

responsibilities ofthe extension services, and ensuring farmers rights are well taken care ofto
ensure the quality of products falmers use is safle for both their safety and the environment.
Extension o{Iicers could also be mandated to enforce the agricultural regulations and any
person contravening the guidelines held accountable for their actions.

4. Extension services board needs to incorporate the representatives from the Natural resources,

conservation and or environment, \,eterinary and representation ft'om the NGO and CSO who

are involved in agricul ture.

5. The bill needs to have plovisions for the adoption of regulated. the e-extension services and

how they will be

6. What is the imPlenrentation and the nronitoring strategies lor the extension services?

7. The scope ofthe agriculture and livestock extension services should also consider aquaculture
and apiculttrre.

MIN. NO. NA/ A&L/soqq/ r89l ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Chairperson infolmecl the meeting that the committee had a lot of pending business. The
chair ploposed a retreat to consider all matters before the committee.

2. The Chair proposed a field visit to some tea factories in Bomet, Kisii and Meru during the
short recess.

5. Membels raisetl concerus u,ith ho',r, Bills befbre tht comrnittee was receir,ing a backlash and
negative publicity. The committee agleetl to enhance cornmunications on Bills before the
committee. 'lhe Ministly of Aglictrltrrle and Infolmation Office should also communicate
government infbrmation accurately.

+. Organize a retreat with the Ministry of Agriculture and stakeholders to address challenges
lacing the sector.

MIN. NO. NA/ A&L/eoe4/ rso ADJOURNMENT/DATE OF THE NEXT
MEETING

There being no other business, the rneeting was adjourned at five minutes to noon. The next
meeting will be held on notice.

SIGNED DATE:......1$ \D \.-r,r.{

HON. (DR.) JOHN KANYUITHIA MUTUNGA, PhD, MP
CHAIRPERSON, DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE &

LIVESTOCK
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rHE AcRrcurruRti; PRoFEssroNALs
REGISTRATION AND LICENSING BTLL, 2OU

ARRANGEMENT OF CLAUSES

Clause

l-Short title.

2-Interpretation.

PART II _ THE AGRICULTURAL
PROFESSIONALS REGISTRATION AND

LICENSING BOARD

3-Establishment of the Agriculture Professionals
Registration and Licensing Board.

4-Composition of the Board.

S-Vacation of Office.

6-Conduct of business and affairs of the Board.

7-FunctigJrs of the Board.

8-Powers of the Board.

9-Delegation by the Board.

l0 -Committges of the Board.

I I 
-Appointment 

of the Registrar.

I 2-Functions of the Registrar.

l3-Staff of the Board.

l4-Limitation of liability.

PART IU_ REGISTR,ATTON OF AGRICT]LTI'RAL
PROFESSIONAI.s

I 5-Qualifications for rcgistration.

l 6-Application for registration.

l7-Registers.

I S-Cenificate of registration.

l9-Appeals.

20-Removal of names from the register.
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PAB,T IV_ REGISTRATION OF AGRICT'LTURAL
PROIIESSIONAI,S

2l 
-Qualifications 

for private practice.

22-Boxd to issue practising certificates and annual

licenses.

23-Application for practicing certificate.

24-Validity of practicing certificate.

25-Renewal, cancellation and suspension of practicing
certiftcate .

26-Application for annual license.

PART IV - DISCIPLNTE

27-Disciplinary Committee.

28-Refercnce of matters to Disciplinary Committee.

29-Inquiry by the Disciplinary Comminee.

30-Pnccedure of the Disciplinary Committce.

3 l-Disciplinary measures.

32-Lift ing of suspension.

33-Rcstoration of name in register.

PAR.T V _ FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

34-Funds of the Board.

35-Financial year.

36-Annual estimates.

37-Investment of funds.

38-Accounts and audit.

39-Annual report.

PART VI _ MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

4.0-Offences and penalties relating to registration'

4 t -False 
regisration or licensing.

42 - Professional misconduct.

43-Offencs by unregistered or unlicensed pemons,

4,4-Offences by training persons or institutions.
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TIIE AGR.ICT'LTI,'RAL PROFF,SSIONALS
REGISTRATION AND LICENSING BILL, zOU

A BILL for

AN ACT of Perllament to meke provlslon for the
rdshsdon ond llcuslng of agrlculturd
professionals, to provlde for the regulatlon of the
stsnderds and prectlce of the professlon, to provide
for the etabllshment, powers and functions of the
Agrlenlturd Professlonals Registratlon and
Llcenslng Boerd and for connected purposes

ENACTED by the Parliament of Kenya, as follows -
PART I _ PRELIMINARY

I. This Act may be cited as the Agricultural
Profcssionals Registration and Licensi ng Act, 2024,

2. ( I ) In this Act, unless the context otherwise
requires -

"agriculture" has the meaning assigned to it by the
Agriculture and Food Authority Act, 2013;

"agriculture professional" means I holder of a degrce,
diploma or certificate in an agriculrural specialty from a

university or institution that is recognized by the Board and
duly registered under this Act and "Agricultural
organizations and institutions" when used in the context of
r€gietration shall be construed, be registiation under this
Act accordingly;

"agricultural specialty" include training or
specialization in crop production, horticulture, plant
breeding, seed technology, agronomy, botany. crop science.
crop prctection. home economics, food science. farm
management, animal production. range management
agricultural economics, agribusiness, agricultural
extension, agricultural education, agricultural marketing.
agricultural policy and law, floriculture, biotechnology.
agricultural engineering. soil and water engineering. soil
science, agro-forestry, and natural resources managementi

"agricultural practitioner" means a person registered
under this Act as an agricultural professional who is also
liccnsed under section 26 to practice agriculture, for a fee
or in kind;

Short lillc.

Inlcrprtloticn.

No llof 201-ll



The Agricu ltoa!.Pmlcssionals Re gistrotlon a Licensing Bill, 2021 425

"Board" means Agricultural hofessionals Registration
and Licensing Board egtablighcd by Section 3;

"Cabinet secretary" means the Cabinet Secretary for
the time being responsible for matters reladng to
agriculture;

"Ministry" means the ministry for the time being
responsible for matters rclating to agriculturc:

"private practict" mcans the practice of an agricultural
professional in a person's own behalf, for a fee or in kind;

"register" means 0re register of agriculoral
prot'essionals maintained under section l7; and

"Registrar" mesns the Registrar of the Board
appointed under section I I .

PART II-TEE AGRICULTI.'RAL

PROFESSIONALS REGISTR.ATION AND

LICENSING BOARI)
3. (l) There is established a Board known as

Agricultural Professionals Registration and Licensing
Board.

(2) The Board shall be a body corporate with
perpetual succession and a common seal, and shall, in its
corporate name, be capable of-

(a) suing and being sued;

(b) taking, purchasing or otherwise acquiring, holding'
charging or disposing of both movable and
immovable propertyi

(c) borrowing money:

(d) entering into contracts:

(e) doing or performing all such other acts neoessary
for the proper performance of its functions under
this Act, which may be lawfully' done or
performed by a body corporate.

4. ( I ) The Board shall consist of-
(a) the Principal Secretary in the ministry for the time

being responsible for matters relating to
agriculture or a repres€ntative;

Ed.blir[,tE of
th. Auicdnnl
Prgfcrxiomlt
Ro8lrrdion rrd
Licra:ln3 Eorrd

comporitioo of
*l. Borrd.
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(b) the Principal Secretary in the ministry for the time
being responsible for mafters relating to livestock
or a neptesentative;

(c) five members nominated by Kenya Society for
Agricultural Professionals organization from
among membership in agricultural training
collegesluniversities, agricultural research,

agricultural extension services, natural resource

management and agricultural marketing services;

(d) Chairpenon of the Kenya Society for Agricultural
Professionals;

(e) One person appointed by the Cabinet Secretary
from the agro industry.

(f) the Registrar who shall be an ex-fficio member;

(2) All members nominated under paragraphs (c), (d)
(e) and (f) shall be appointed by the Cabinet Secretary by a
notice in the Gazette.

(3) A person shall not be appoirrted as a member of the

Board under subsection ( I ) unless the person-

(a) is a citizen ofKenya; and

(b) is an agriculture professional of any specialry and
of good character and standing.

(4) The Board shall elect a Chairperson from among
its members.

(6) The members of the Board, except ex-officitr
members, shall hold office for a term of three years and

shall be eligible for appointment for a further term of thrce
years.

5. A member, other than ex-oficio member. of the

Board may-
(a) at any time resign from office by notice in writing

to the Board Chairperson;

(b) be removed from office by the Cabinet Secretary
on recommendation of the Board if the member-

(i) has been absent for three consecutive
meetings of the Board without the Bourd's
permission;

a
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13.The Board may appoint other officers and other
staff or hire experts as may & necessary for the proper
discharge of its functions under this Act, upon such terms
and conditions of service as the Board may determine in
consultation with the Public Service Commission.

14. (l) A member of the Board shall not be personally
liable for any act or omission done in good faith in the
course of carrying on the functions of, or exercising of
powers conferred upon the Board under this Act.

(2) Despite subsection (l), the Board shall not be

rclieved of its liability to pay compensation to a person for
sny injury to the person, property or interesl caused by the
exercise of any power conferred by this Act.

PART III _ REGISTRATION OF AGRICULTT'RAL
PROFESSIONALS

15. ( I ) A person shall be eligible for registration under
this Act as an agricultural professional if that person -

(a) is a holder of a degrce, a diploma or a certificate
which is recognized by the Board as making that
person eligible for registration;

(b) has applied for membership and paid the
prescribed subscription fee ;

(c) has undergone a certificate, diploma, degree or
rcsearch course of training and passed any
examination in Kenya or elsewhere which the
Board recognizes as an equivalent to the
qualifications referrcd to in paragraPh (a)l

(d) satisfies the Board that he or she is professionally
competent, a person of good character and fit to be

registered under this Act: and

(e) is a member of a professional body recognized by
the Board

(2) A person who holds a certificate, a diploma or a

degree from an accredited institution outside Kenya shall
be eligible for registration under this Act as an agricultural
professional if the person-

(a) is a holder of a certificate, a diploma or a degree
obtBined from an institution that is accredited and

recognized by-

Srrfl of rh! Bmnl
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(6) The Board shall register every qualified person by
entering the name, address, professional qualifications and
such other paniculars as the Board may prescribe, in the

register kept for that purpose pursuant to section I 7.

f6. (l) A person wishing to be registered under this
Act shall apply for registration to the Board.

(2) An applicant for registration who is a graduate of a
foreign school offering training as an agricultural
professional shall, furnish satisfactory evidence to the

Board confirming that the applicant has satisfied the
provisions of section l5(2) and (3).

(3) An application for registration under sub-section
(l) and (2) shall be in the prescribed form and shall be

accompanied by the prescribed fee.

17. (l) The Registrar shall rnaintain in such form as

the Board may prescribe a register of agricultural
professionals registered under this Act.

(2) The Registrar shall-
(a) not later than the last day of March in evcry year,

publish in the Kenya Cazette, names, addresses
and qualifications of all agricultural professional
registered in the previous year; and

(b) subject to the directions of the Board, cause to be
published any amendments or deletion from the
registers.

(3) Every agricultural professional shall notify the
Registrar of any change in their registered address within
thirty days.

(4) The Registrar may, with the written consent of the
person concemed remove from the register, the narne of a

person who has ceased to practice.

(5) The name of persons removed from the register
under subsection (4) may. at the written request of the
person concerned, on the approval of the Board and on
payment of the prescribed fee, be reinstated by the

Regisrar.

(6) Any person may inspect the register and any
documents relating to any entry during official rvorking

Af,plicnriur li)r
rcti\tretion.
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PART IV - LISENSING OF AGRICULTURAL
PROTESSIONALS

21.(l) A person shall not engage in private practice as

an agricultural professional unless that person-

(a) is registercd under this Act;

(b) holds a valid practicing certificate and an annual
license issued under this Act; and

(c) holds a degree, a diploma or a certificate
rccognized by the Board under this Act.

(2) A person shall bc considercd to engage in private
practice if the person practices as an agriculrural
professional-

(a) on his or her own account and is entitled to receive
the entire amount of all fecs and charges earned

for his own financial benefit; or

(b) in partnership with other persons and is entitled to
receive a share of the profis earned by such
partnership and is liable to bear a share of any

losses incuned by such partnenhip.

(3) A person shall not be considered to engage in

private practice wherc the Person-
(a) is employed by the Government or any other

public body;

(b) is employed by I state corporation as defined by
the State Corporations Act; or

(c) is employed as an agricultural professional by any
person or partnership engaged in their profession

where all fees and charges eamed by them are to
the beoefit of his employer.

22.The Board shall issue, in accordance with the

provision of this Act and any rules made under this Act, a
prrcticing certificate and an annual license to an

;gricultural professional named to engage in private

Practice.

23. (l) An application for a practicing certificate shall
be made to the registrar in triplicate, signed by the
applicant, specifying the name and place of practice, the

Qualificstions for
privltc practi0e.
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(4) An agricultural professional aggrieved by the
decision of the Board in the exercise of is powers under
subsection (3) may appeal to the Cabinet Secretary rvithin
thirty days of the receipt of the dccision and the decision of
the Cabinet Secretary.

(5) The Registrar shall publish a list of licences
cancelled, revoked or withdrawn under this section in the

Sazette.

26. A person registercd under this Act who engages in
private practice shall apply for an annual liccnse in thc
prescribed form and pay the prescribed f'ee.

PART V - DISCIPLINE

27. (l) Therc is established a Disciplinary
Committee of the Board which shall consist of-

(b) one agricultural professional in the public service
of the national govemment nominated by the
Cabinet Secretary who shall not be a member of
the Board:

(c) one agricultural professional in the public service
of a county government nominated by the Cabinet
Secretary who shall not be a member of the Board:

(d) three agricultural professionals, one of whom shall
be from private pmctice nominated by the
Association. nnd who shall not be membels of the
Board; and

(e) the Registrar who shall be the secretary to the
Committee and shall be responsible fbr taking
rccords of the proceedings but shall not have a
right to vote on any rnatter.

(2) The quorum of the Disciplinary Committee shall
be thrce voting members.

28. The Board may refer a matter to the Disciplinary
Committee if it has reason to believe that a person
registercd under this Act, either before or after re-qistration
has-

(a) committed any acts of negligencc or professional
misconduct in respect of the profession: or

ApplicrtioD for

Disciplinory
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Dircrplinary
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(b) commined any acts of impropriety or misconduct
in respectof'the.Profession. .,'

29.T\e Disciplinary Committee shall inquire into any

rnatter referred to it by the Board '

30. ( I ) Upon an inquiry under section 29, the

agricultural professional subject to the inquiry shall be

afforded an oppornrnity to be heard either in Person or
through an advocate.

(2) For the purPose of proceedings at any inquiry by

the Disciplinary Comn'rittee, the Comminee may

administer oaths or affirmations and may, subject to any

regulations made under this Act, enforce the attendanc€ of
persons as witnesses and the production of any books or
other documents relevant to the inquiry.

(3) The Disciplinary Committee shdl operare' subject

to the Fair Administrative Action Act and any regulations
made under this Act.

31. ( I ) Where on the recommendations of the

Disciplinary Committee, the Board is satisfied that an

agricultural professional is in breach of any of the terms or
condltions prescribed by the Board under this Act, the

Board may-
(a) impose a fine which the Board considers

appropriate in the circumstances;

(b) issue the an agricultural professional with a lener
of admonishment;

(c) susPend the registration certificate of the

agricultural professional for a specified period not

less than thiee months but not exc€eding twelve
months;

(d) withdraw or cancel the practicing certificate of the

agricultural professional for a period not less than

twelve months but not exceeding three years; or

(e) rcmove the name of the agricultural . profcssional
from the register.

(2) Where, after the hearing in a disciplinary
oroc""dinss under this Act the Disciplinary Committee
recommendt to the Board that an agriculrural professional

is unfit to practice. the Board may, if satisfied with the

tuquky by tlr
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Disciplinary Committee's r€commendations, withdraw the

certificate of regisration or practicing certificate of the an

agricultural professional.

(3) An agricultural professional who has been

suspended from practice or whose license to practice_ has

been withdrawn or cancelled shall, from the date of the

suspension, withdrawal or cancellation, sunender the

registration and practicing certificates and annual license if
in private practice to the Registrar.

(4) An agricultural professional who refuses or fails to
surender his badges, licenses or certificates to the

Registrar on request shall be guilty of professional

misconduct and liable to a fine not exceeding twenty
thousand shillings by the Board.

(5) An agricultural professional who is aggrieved by
the decision of the Board in the exercise of its powers
under this section may appeal to the High Court.

32. (l) An agricultural professional who has been

suspended from practicing, may appeal to the Board for the

lifting of the suspension at any time before the expiry of
the suspension period.

(2) Where the Board is satisfied that the suspension of
an agricultural professional should be lified, the Board

rnry, upon the receipt of the prescribed fee, lifi the

suspension and restore to the agricultural professional their
registration and practicing certificates and annual license if
in private practice.

33. ( 1) An agricultural professional whose name

has been removed from the register may, after the expiry of
a period of three years from the date of such removal,
appeal to the Board for restoration to the register.

(2) The Board may, after considering the appeal made

under subsection (l), cause the name of the applicant to be

restored in the appropriate register, upon payment of the
prescribed fee.

PART VI _ FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

34. (l) The funds of the Board shall comprise of-

(a) such monies as may accrue to or vest in the Board
in the course of the exercise of its powers or the

performance of its functions under this Act;

a

t"iliirB of
suslxnsion

Rcstorslion of
namc in E8ister

Funds of lhe
Bonrd.





N The Agri<:ulnral Prolessionals Regitrtnion ond Litensing Bill,2024

estimates approved under subs€ction (3), or in pursuance of
an authorization by the Cabinet Secretary.

37. The Board may, subject to the approval of the
Cabinet Secrctary for the time being responsible for matters
relating to finance invest any of the funds of the Board in
securities in which, for the time being, trustees may by law
invest funds or in any other securities which the Treasury
may, from time to time, approve for that purpose.

3E.(l) The Board shall cause to be kept all proper
books and records of accounts of the income, expenditure,
assets and liabilities of the Board.

(2) The accounts of the Board shall bc audited and
r€ported upon in accordance with the provisions of the
Public Audit Act,2015.

(3) The Board shall, within three months from the end
of the financial year to which the accounts relate, submit to
the Auditor-General the accounts of thc Board together
with-

(a) a statement of income and expenditure during the
year;

(b) a statement of the assets and liabilities of the
Board as of the last day of that year;

(c) a cash flow statement for the financial year; and

(d) any other statements and accounts that may be
necessary to fully disclose the financial position of
the Board.

39. (l) The Board shall, within three months after the

end of each financial year. prcpare and submit to the

Cabinet Secretary responsible for matters related to financc
a r€port of the operutions of the Board for the immediate
preceding year.

(2) The Cabinet Secretary shall lay the annual report
before the National Assembly within three months of the

day the National Assembly next sits after receipt of the
rePort.

PART VII _ MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

4{). ( I ) A person shall not practice as an agricultural
profe$ional in Kenya unless that person is registercd under
this Act.

fuDds.
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44. ( I ) Any person, being in charge of a training

institution whici is not approved by the Board as an

institution for training ofpersons seeking registration under

this Act, who-
(a) admits to the institution under their charge any

person for purposes of training in agricultural
profession;

(b) purports to be conducting a course of training or' 
examining persons seeking registration under this

Act or rules made thereunder;

(c) issues any document, statement, certificate or seal

implying that-
(i) the holder has undcrgone a course of

instruction or has passed an examination
recognized bY the Board; and

(ii) the institution under their charge is approved

by the Board as an institution for training of
person seeking registration,

commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a
fine not exceeding five hundred thousand shilling or

imprisonment for a ierm not exceeding three years, or both'

45. A person convicted of an offence under this Act

for which no penalty is provided shall, upon conviction, be

liable to a hne not ixceeding one hundred thousand

shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one

year. or both.

46. A person who immediately before the date of
commencement of this Acr was engaged in private practice

as an agricultural professional shall be entitled to continue

in such private practice without a liccnce-
(a) for a period of six months from the date of

commencement of this Act; or

(b) upto to the period their application tbr registra on' 
,nd"t this Act is approved or rejected by the

Board.

PART VIII - DELEGATEDPOWERS

47. ( I ) The Cabinet Secrctary may in consultation

with Bonrd make regulations for the better carrying out of
the provisions of this Acu

Offcncct by
tnining Fnoos
or insaitulir.lt.

Gcneml pcnolly.

Taur,rilioo

Rcguluions.
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(2) Without prejudice to the generality of Bubsection
( l) the regulatlons may provide for-

(a) the form and method of keeping rcgisters and other
rccords under this Act;

(b) thb condition$ under which training institutions
other than those established or accrcdited under
the Univenities Act, the Technical Blucation and
Vocational and Training Act or any other written
law may be approved:

(c) the terms and conditions of professional practice
of registcred agricultural professionals;

(d) the forms and fees to be prescribed for purposes of
this Act;

(e) the inspection of agricultural professionals'
institutions.

(f) the scrvice to be rcndered by an agricultural
professional in private practicei

(g) the employment of an agricultural professional in
private institutions; and

(h) the form and method of conducting any inspection.
assessment, evaluation, examination or regulation
required under this Act.

No.42 of 2012

No. 29 of 2011

o
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' FNSTSCHEDT,ILE

PROVISIONS AS TO THE CONDUCT OF BUSINESS
AFFATR OF TTIE BOARI}

(r,6)

ANI}

a

'Ibnure of otfiac.

Tcrmrmtion of
oppointnrcnt of
rh6irpcrlon lnd
mcmbcni.

Mc.hntr of lh.
Bo{d.

l. The Chairoeruon ot d mem&r of the Board' other
than an ex oficio'rrcmber shall, subject to the ptoviaions of
this Scheduli, hold office for a pcriod of three years, on such

terms and conditiona as msy h;pecified in the instrument of
appointment but shall be ellgible for re-sppolntment for one

further one term.

2. A member of the Board, other than ut * offrcio
member, may-

(a) at any time rcsign from ofrice by notlce o thc

Cabinet Secrctary through thc Regisrar;

(b) be removed from office by the Cabinet Secrctary
responsible for matters rclated to sgrlculture on

recommendation of the Board if the member-

(i) has becn absent ftom threc consecutlve
meetinSs of the Board without the permisslon

of the chairPerson;

(ii) is convicted of a criminal offence and

sentenced to imprisonment for a term
exceeding six months without the option of a

fine;

(iii) has becomes, for any rEsson inctudlng
infirmity, incompetent or incapable of
performing the functions of the office;

(ii) ceases to be a registered person under this Act;
or

(v) is otherwisc unable or unfit to discharge his
functions.

3. (l) The chairperson of the Boand shall convene

ordinary meetings of the Board not less than four times in
every financial year and not more than four months shall

elapie between ihe date of one meeting and the date of the

next meeting.

(2) Notwithstanding subparagraph (t)' the chairperson

may, and upon requisition in writing by at least five
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memben, convene I special meeting of the Board at any time
for the transactiotr of the buainess of the Board.

(3) Unless three quarters of the total members of the

Board otherwisc agnee, at least fourteen days' written notice
of every meeting of the Boad shall be given to every
member of the Board.

(4) The quorum for the conduct of the business of the
Boad shall be seven members.

(5) The chairperson shall preside at every meeting of the
Board, in his absence the vice chairman shall prcside. and
shall, with rcspect to that meeting and the business transacted
thereat, have all the powers of the chairperson.

(6) In the event of the absence of both the chairperson
and the vice chairperson, the members present shall elect one
of their number to prtside, the person so elected shall with
respect to that meeting and the business transacted thereat.
have all the powers of the chairperson.

(7) Unless a unanimous decision is reached, a decision
on any matter before the Board shall be by a majority of the
votes of tlre members pt€sent and voting and in the case of an

equality of votes, the chairperson or the vice-chairperson or
the person presiding shall have a casting vote.

(8) Subject to subclause (4), no proceedings of the
Board shall be invalid by rcason only of a vacancy among the
members thereof.

(9) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Board
may determine its own procedure and the procedure for any
committee of the Board and for the attendance of other
peNons 8t its meetings and may make rules in rcspect
thereof.

4. (l) The Board may cstablish such committees as it
may dcem appropriarc to perform such functions and
responsibilities as it may determine.

' 
(2) The committees under (1) shall appoint the

chairperson from amongst its members.

(3) The Committee may where it considers app,ropriate,
co-opt Eny person from outside the Committee with
koowledge and expertise in specific arcas to attend the

deliberations of any of its committees,

O
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Dirchrui! d iDttr.Bt.

(4) All dccisiom by the committoee establishcd under

subsection (l) shall be ratifted by the Board.

S. (l) A member of the Board who has a dircct or
indirect personal interest in a matter being considercd by- the

Board sirall, as soon es poesible after the Flevart facts

concerning the matter have come to his or her knowlcdgc'
disclose the nature of his or her interest to the Board.

(2) A disclosure of interest made by a member of the

Board under subsectioo (l) shall be recorded in the minutes

of the meeting of the Board and the member shall not, in
respect of the matter, be Present or take part or vote during
any deliberations on the matter by the Board.

6. Any conract or instrument which, if entered into or
executed by a person not bcing a body corporate, would not

require to b" unde. s€al, may be enrcred into or executcd on

Ueiaf of the Board by any person generally or specially
authorized by the Board for that purpose.

7. (l) The Board shall have a common seal which shall

be kept in such manner as the Board rnay determine;

(2) The affixing of the common seal of the Board ghall

be authenticated by the signature of the chairperson and thc

Registrar and any document not required by law to be made

under seal and all decisions of the Board may be

authenticated by the signatures of the chairperson and thc

Registrar:

(3) Provided that the Board shall' in the abscnce of
either the chairman or the Registrar in any particular matter.

nominate one member by resolution to autlrenticate the scal

of the Board on behalf of either the chairman or the Registrar

Contricts rrd
inrlrumontr.

Conlmon ScIl
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a

MEMOBANDTJM PF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Thc main obiectiie of his Bill it to Pfgvide a legislative tgmcwork
for the training, ir:gisration and licensing of agricultural Professionds'
The Bill furthei see[s to regulate tfie practice of agricqlFral Pfafe.sstgqds
and to provide for the establiqhment, powers 3nd - 

functions of the

Agricultural Professionals Registration and Licensing Board which shall

regulqte the professiorl.

PABT I of the Bill contains preliminary provisions such as

interpretation of termr,

PABT tr of he Bill Providcs for the eqtablishment of the

Agricultural Profepsionals Registration and 
- 
I lcensing lqF d.: t|t"

cJmposition, functions and powers of the Board. It furttrer provides for trc
appointmenl of the Registrar'

PABT III of he Bill provides for the regisration of agricultural

professionals, the qualihcations for registration, tbe regisar of agricultural

professionals and certificarc of regisration.

PART IV of the Bill provides for licensing of agricultural-

professions, the qualifications for private practitioners, validity of
practicing certificates and renewal, cancellation and revocation of
certificates issued.

PART V of pe Bilt contains provisioos for the diocipline of
pgricultural profgEs'ionals including composition of the disciptinary

commirtee.

PART VI of the Bill contains flrnancial provisions of tbe Board. This
includes; the fundt of the Board the financial year, audit of acrouots,

annual eqtilnalss and investrnent of firnds of the Board.

PABT Vtr of $E Bill contsins miscellaneous provisions such as

offencer rolating to aFicullural professionals, transitional provisions and

gencral penalty,

PART VItr of the Bill containe provioions op delcgated Powqrs'

Ststement on the delegatlop pf lggfde6ve povert ald lhltqtloq ot
fundamentEl rlghls snd freedoPr

The Bill delggates legislativo powers but does not limit any

fundamental rights and freedoms.

Staternenl that the Blll doeo not ooDcertr pouqty goYernpetrts

The Bill does not concEm Colrnty Govemoents io lerms of Articlc
llo (l) (a) of the Constitution' PamgraPh 29 of Part I of the Four$
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REPUBLIC OF KE]IYA
TH r RTE E t{TH PAR UAH Er{T - TH I RD SESS r 0 1{ 120,241

THE }IATIOilALASSEMBTY

tlttltEIATTEROTAnnSl.Elt8[I,tb]0FIflEcotslrnrnoil
AIID

ilfiEr rrERoFoffitDe mil BYfiErAnoil LAstilEtYoF-

r nrffirLn RAtPn0fEssEtAl,sREcErnAlltArorffircEilt2@aGfir0rArAgBrYBtrlslro.r9
rr0a4!AilD

z ncoqlwmuf,DARtEsBtlt 2ffit[sEI{AIEBtttIG6caPSl.

WlltRtAS, Article ll8fll ftl of the Constitution of Kenya requires Parliament to facilitate public participation and involvement in the
lcgislatiie and other business of Parliament and its Committees, and NationalAssemblyStanding 0rderl27[3J requires House Committees
considering Bills to facilitate public participation;

AIID WHERIAS, the Agric,ul'rrral ffissiornls R%istration ard Licensing Bill, 2024 [National Assembty Bills No. l9 of Z)24) and the County

Botrr|vks Btrl, O23 [Senate Elill No. 6 of 2023] hare been Read a First Tlnre ard refurred to the relevant Departmental Committees for
conridrration and reportinS to the House;

lf E fOTlFlEDtEt-
l. fhe Agrlcuhunl Prcfecslonalr Rcl3tntlon rnd Llc.nslnt Bfl,2024 [il.tlonelArecmbly Bllll{o.10 of 2024J is a Billsponsored

by Han. John lbnplthla lluturyr.llPthat seeks to provide rorthe registration and licensing of agricultural profussionals, provide
for the regulation of standards and practice ofthe profession, provide for the establishment, powers and functions of the Agricultural
Prolessionals Registration and Licensing Board;

Z Th. County Bilndedor Blll,2lP3 [Srnatc Blll tlo.8 of ?(P{t is a Bill sponsored by Srr.Iosrt Otlm f,rlrrng. IP. lt seeks
to provide for county boundaries: establish a mechanism for rcsolving county boundary disputes: give effect to Article lSS of the
Constitution by outliningthe procedure for altering county boundaries; and ostablish an independent County Boundaries Commission.

ilOW THEREIORE, in c-ompliance with Article ll8fll [bJ of the Constitution and Standing Oder 127(3J the Clerk of the National Assembly
hereby invites the public and stakeholders to submit memoranda on the Eills to the respectirre ttepartrnartalCornmittees as listed belorv-

Copies of the Bills are available at the National ksembly Table Otfice, Main Parliament Buildings and on www.pullrment.to.kaltha-
natlonal-asssmblv/house-buslness/bllle.

Themcrnoranda may be fonivarded tothe Clet of the llrdmal Asembly, P.O. Box 4184i2{Xlill, ilrlrobl; hand-delivered to the Oficc
of thr G-hdt Heln Perll.mcnt Bulldln8t, I{almbl; or emailed to cna(Ooarllament.eo.ke to be received on or before Frldey, 2ld Junc
2024 at 5.110 pm.

s.lt oRoGE,c8s
CLERI( OF ITIE I{ATOIIAL ASSEIIBTY

106lrunom?A

ll rrl'l'lrtrl:
The Agricultual Professionals Registration and Licensirg Bill, 2024 fNatkmalAssembh Bill No.19 of 2024) Agricultue and Livestock

z The County Barndaries Bill, Z)23 [Senate Bill No.6 of 208] Justice and Lega I Affairs

S/!Li

I I a I

"For the Vt&llfara of Soclcty ond tlre lust hvenment of tln hople'





Dr, Roscmary Nyamu
Director
lienya School of Agriculturc
Nyeri Campus
NYERI
i nlirfdk sa-ac-ke

Derr f), Q.^ol,
REI': STAI€ITOLDER ENGAGEIIEI{'I' ON 'l'll!: AGRICULTUBAI.

PROFESSIONAIS REGISTRATION AND LICENSING BILL (NATIONAI-
ASSEMBLY BILL NO. te OF roe.t) BY 'l'tlE Dr:PAR'I'MENTAL
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTUR"E AND LIVESTOCK

The Departmental Committee on Agriculturc and Livcstrxk is establishctl ptrrsrrant to
Sunding Order 9 t6 and is mandatcd intcr ia 'to stu$t aad ra:iac tll hgrslalion rc1[crrcd lo i .

Pursuant to lhe cited mandrte, the Committee is irl lhe process ol'considering thc Agricultural
Profersionals Regfutration and Lk:ensing Bill (liationd Assembly Bill No. 19 of eor4) (6ol'v

attachcd).

The Bill seeks to pm!'ide r legislatilc framel ork for thc training, registration and licensing
ofagriculturel pmfessionab. lt alrc seeks to regul.tc the practic('o[ agricultrrral prol'essionals

and to providc for the esteblishmenr, po*'ers and ftrnctions of thc ,\gricultrrral I'rofessionals
Registrstion and I.icensing Board that shall regulatc thc profession.

tn compliance with the pmrisions of Aniclc t ta(t[b) of thc Constittttion, rhc (irmmittee

invites you for a meeting to discrrss thc said Bill.'I}c mccting t'ill lxr held on ThurrdaJr, 99J
Autust 2or,t in Commitlcc Room t6, lifth Floor, Bungc Towcr, Perliamcnt Buildings
rt g.to ..m.

You ere requested to submit electronic copies ofyotrr submissions to the Committc'c through
the Office of the Clerk tie emeil address cnt6Perliemcnt.to.lc by \l'ednccday, 9l' Augutt
9ot4 8nd prolide twcnty (9o) had copies ofthe submissions during the mceting.

The lirison olticera for this rctivity are Mc. L.urceo Omusl \Vcconge who may Lr coutactcd

on 'fel. No. oT loago+42 or email: hurecn.reronsrtOPerlirment.go.ke and lVlr. Victor
Kilimo on'Iel. No. o73{58?ogt or enuil: @.

'l'ourr

Dr. Semucl Mugo
Dirtrtor
Animal l lealth 6t Industr_v'l'rainiug l nstitutt'
Xabcte (lampus

NAIROBI
ahitikabete(a,kilimo.go. ke

o

o

a
JEREMIAII \\" NDOMBI, MBS
Fon CI.ERK oF TIIE NATIONAI.ASSIMBLI

Copy to:
Dr. Andrerv Mwihir Karanja
Cabinct Sccretary,
Ministry of Agriculture &
Lircstock l)evelopmcnt
Kilimo lloure, Cethcdral Road

NAIRoBI



THE PROPOSED AGRICULTURAL PROFESSIONALS REGISTRATION A ICENSING BILL.2024

CLAUSE PROPOSING
ENTITY

PROVISION IN THE
BILL

PROPOSED AMENDMENT RATIONALE

SHORT
TITLE

KENYA
SOCIETY
FOR
AGRICULTU
RAL
PROFESSIO
NALS
(KESAP)

Amend the short title to read as

follows-

"Agricultural Professionals &
Technicians Registration and
Licensing Bill."

To conform to the general public
understanding that a professional is a
degree holder and Diploma and
certificate holders are technicians,
then we propose that both the Title of
the bill and the Board be changed to
accommodate the Technicians- non -
degree holders

2 MIMSTRY
OF
AGRICULTU
RE&
LIVESTOCK
(MOALD)

"Agriculture
professional" means a
holder of a degree,
diploma or certificate in
an agricultural specialty
from a university or
institution that is
recognized by the Board
and duly registered under
this Act and
"Agricultural
organizations and
institutions" when used

in the context of
registration shall be
construed, be registration
under this Act
accordinqly.

Amend the definition to read as

follows-

""agriculture professional" means
a holder of a degree, diploma or
certificate in an agricultural
specialty from a university or
institution that is recognized by the
Board and duly registered under
this Act;"

"agriculture professional" refers to
persons achieving certain competency
while "Agricultural organizations and
institutions" refers to where the
person may deploy their competence
and their registration is provided for
under other statutes

Agricultural organizations and
institutions goes beyond the scope of
the agriculture professional

KESAP The term'Agricultural professional'
as used in this bill is defined as a
degree, diploma or certificate holder
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in and agricultural specialty from a
University, college or institute
recognized by the Board. ll this
definition is found sufficient then the
bill and Board name can be
maintained. However, if we wish to
conform to the general public
understanding that a professional is a
degree holder and Diploma and
certificate holders are technicians,
then we propose that both the Title of
the bill and the Board be changed to
accommodate the Technicians- non -
degree holders and thus read
Agricultural Professionals &
Technicians Registration and
Licensine Bill (Board)

"agricultural specialty"
include training or
specialization in crop
production, horticulture,
plant breeding, seed
technology, agronomy,
botany, crop science,
crop protection, home
economics, food science,
farm management,
animal production, range
management agricultural
economics, agribtsiness,
agricultural extension,
agricultural education,
agricultural marketinq.

Amend to read as follows-

""agricultural
training or
agriculture."

specialty" include
specialization in

"agricultural specialty" is dynamic
and evolves depending on demand
and technology development.

The training or specialization listed
focuses on specific degrees, diplomas
and certificates which excludes other
relevant areas.
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agricultural policy and
law, floriculture,
biotechnology,
agricultural engineering,
soil and water
engineering, soiI science,
agro-forestry, and natural
resources management:

I(ESAP Amend the definition to include of
"agricultural specialty" on the list of
specialties in Agricultural
Engineering add Biosystems
Engineering, Water Resource
Engineering, Irrigation Engineering
and Environmental Engineering.

"agriculture" has the
meaning assigned to it by
the Agriculture and Food
Authority Act, 2013;

Delete this definition. Term not used in the Body ofthe Bill
and its limiting to Crops as per the
AFA Act 2013 while agricultural
specialty includes animal production
and range management.

4(1) KENYA
NATIONAL
FARMERS'
FEDERATIO
N KENAFF)

Composition
Board.

of the It is important to also include the
National Farmers' Organization on
the board.

4(c) MOALD (c)five members
nominated by Kenya
Society for
Agricultural
Professionals
organization from
among membership in
agricultural training

Amend the members to be-
(1.)Registered agricultural

professional who is a
Principal in Middle level
Agricultural training
institution

To allow for diversification and
inclusivity while reducing over
representation by Kenya Society for
Agricultural Professionals.

Reduce the number of members in (c)
from 5 to 4 to give total of board
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colleges/universities,
agricultural research,
agricultural extension
services, natural
resource management
and agricultural
marketing services;

(2.)Registered agricultural
professional who is a Dean in
high level Agricultural
training institution

(3.)Two persons who are
registered and practicing as

agricultural professionals
appointed by the Cabinet
Secretary.

members in line with
code of Conduct.

Mwongozo

Kenya Society for Agricultural
Professionals has been given sole
mandate to nominate members and is
also having representation at (d)
where the Chairperson is a member.

4(d) MOALD (d)Chairperson of
Kenya Society
Agricultural
Professionals,

the
for

Amend to read as follows-

"(d)Chairperson
organizations
Professional;"

of the Umbrella
of Agricultural

There are other organizations to
which the agricultural professionals
also belong.

4(3Xb) MOALD (b)is an agriculture
professional of any
specialty and of good
character and standing.

Amend to read as follows-

"(b)is an agricultural professional."

To create consistency in use of the
term.

7 MAOLD New paragraphs Amend by inserting the following
new paragraphs-

(a) in consultation with such
approved agricultural training
institutions as the Board may
deem appropriate, prescribe
courses of training for
agricultural professional s ;

(b) receive, evaluate and register
code ofethics on the practice
of all agricultural
professional organizations
registered under this Act:

The Board functions does not touch
on training, codes of ethics for the
professional bodies and enforcement
of standards yet they are key control
points.

For effective
regulation
profession.

serytce
of the

delivery and
agricultural
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(c) maintain the standards of
practice by the registered
Dersons under this Actl "

KENAFF
Clause 7 of the Bill provides
eligibility for registration as an

agricultural professional. Where one
is required to have a degree, diploma,
or certificate this provision is limited,
there is need for consideration ofthe
local indigenous knowledge in
agriculture.
There is a need for consideration of
the indigenous knowledge that is
very important in agriculture.

I5( I ) a) MAOLD (a) is a holder ofa degree,
a diploma or a

certificate which is
recognized by the
Board as making that
person eligible for
regi strat ion;

Amend clause l5(l)(a) to read as

follows-

"(a) is a holder of a degree, diploma
or certificate in an agricultural
specialty specified under this
Act;"

To provide better clarity and
consistence with the requirrments for
qualification in specified in the other
Clauses of the Bill.

A degree, a diploma or a ce(ificate
which is recognized by the Board as

making that person eligible for
registration may be construed to
imply that the Board will decide of
qualification at whims.

r5(rXc) MOALD (c)has undergone a
certificate, diploma"
degree or research
course of training and
passed any
examination in Kenya
or elsewhere which the

Delete clause I 5( I )(c). (15( I )(c) is adequately provided for in
I s( I )(a).

Described trainings have also been
stated to be requirements for
consideration as agricultural
professional.
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Board recognizes as an
equivalent to the
qualifications refened
to in paragraph(a);

ls(1)(e) MOALD (e)is a member of a
professional body
recognized by the
Board

Amend clause l5(l)(e) to read as

follows-
"(e)is a member of a professional

body registered by the Board."

Qualification limited to recognition
by the Board.

Aligning the provision with the
proposed amendment for professional
Bodies to register with the Board.

rs(l) MOALD New paragraph Amend clause l5(l) by inserting the
following new paragraph
immediately after paragraph (ef

"(f)qualified in agricultural specialty
course and has undergone a
training programme of not less
than cumulative four weeks in
Agricultural Management Course
at the Kenya School of
Agriculture;

(g) provide for experienced extenston
service providers with prior
leaming experience who will
have a minimum of Form Four
Certificate or equivalent and
undertake 2 Months Agricultural
Management Course at Kenya
School of Agriculture;

Qualified professionals to be exposed
to practical on goings through
Agricultural Management course.

Cive experienced persons opportunity
to register as agricultural
professionals and to be exposed
practical on goings through
Agricultural Management course.

l5 MAOLD New proposal Provide for
Agricultural

categorization of
Professionals

The professionals differ on their
qualifications.
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considering degee, diploma or
Certificate which should also include
extension service providers with
prior leaming experience.

1s(2),(3),(
4)&(t

MOALD Delete clauses l5(2) (3)(a) and (5)
and substitute therefor the following
new clause-

"(2) A person who holds a certificate,
a diploma or a degree from an
institution outside Kenya
recognized by Board shall be

eligible for registration under this
Act as an agricultural
professional if the person
undertakes not less than
cumulative four weeks
Agricultural Management Course
at the Kenya School of
Agriculture."

The provisions in 15.(2)(3)(a) and (5)
are detailed process for recognizing
degrees, diplomas or certificates from
other.countries

1s(6) MAOLD (6)The Board shall
register every qualified
person by entering the
name, address,
professional
qualifications and such
other particulars as the
Board may prescribe,
in the register kept for
that purpose pursuant
to section 17.

Amend by moving clause 15(6) to
clause l7-

Allows similar provision to be
together and provides flow.

r6(2') MAOLD (2)An applicant for
registration who is a

Delete clause l6(2). Adequately provided for in Clause I 5.
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graduate of a foreign
school offering
training as an
agri cultural
professional shall,
fumish satisfactory
evidence to the Board
confirming that the
applicant has satisfied
the provisions of
section l5(2)and(3).

Provides for details on qualification
for applicant for registration who is a
gmduate of a foreign school offering
training as an agricultural
professional.

l8 MOALD l8(l) A certificate of
registrat ion under the
seal of the Board shall
be conclusive evidence
ofthe facts stated.

(2) Any certificate under
the seal of the Board
shall remain the
property ofthe Board.

(3) A person whose name
is removed from the
register shall, within
thirty days of the
publication of such
removal, surrender the
certificate of
registration to the
Board.

(4) A person who-
(a)without reasonable

excuse, is in
possession of a

Amend clause 18 to read as
follows-

'{l)A person shall not practice as an
agricultural professional without
a ccrtificate of registration issued
by the Board.

(2)A person who practices without a
certificate of registration commits
an offence."

Not explicit on requirement for
practice,

There is need for clarity on not
practicing without being a registered
professional.
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certificate of
registation not
issued them; or

(b) fails to surrender a
certificate of
registration under
subsection (3) and
(4) sommits an
offence and shall,
upon conviction, be
liable to a fine not
exceeding thirty
thousand shillings,
or to imprisonment
for a term not
exceeding three
months, or both.

(5)A person who,
without reasonable
excuse, is in
possession of a
certificate of
registration not
rightfully issued, or
fails to surrender a
certificate under sub-
section (4) commits an
offerrce and shall, upon
conviction, be liable to
a fine not exceeding
thirty thousand
shillings, or to
imprisonment for a
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term not exceeding
three months, or both.

19 MOALD l9.A person aggrieved
by a decision of the
Board on any matter
under this Act may
appeal to the Cabinet
Secretary within sixty
days of being notified
ofthe decision.

Amend clause 19 by reducing the
number ofdays from sixty to thirty to
read as follows-

" 19. A person aggrieved by a decision
ofthe Board on any matter under
this Act may appeal to the
Cabinet Secretary within thirty
days of being notified of the
decision."

Sixty days from day ofbeing notified
of the decision to appeal is too long
and will lead to pile ups.

PART IV-
REGISTR
ATION
OF
AGRICU
LTURAL
PROFESS
IONALS

PEST
CONTROL
BOARI)

Part IV- Registration of
Agricultural
Professionals on Page
421

Amend to read as follows-

"Part IV- Licensing of Agricultural
professionals"

The content in the text and the page of
content not harmonized. Part IV in
the text reads: Licensing of
Agricultural professionals. on page
434

To harmonize contents

KESAP Part lll and part IV of table of
contents have similar titles but
correctly labeled in the main
document therefore Part IV of table
of contents should read Licensing of
Agricultural Professionals.

21(1) MOALD (l)A person
engage in
practice
agricultural
professional
that person-

shall not
private

as an

unless

Amend clause 2l by amending
marginal notes to read to read as

follows-
"Qualifi cation for licensing"

Delete clause 2l(l) and substitute
therefore the following new clause-

Marginal note reads Qualifications for
private practice. The provisions are
for registration which were provided
for in Part II I.
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(a)is registered under
this Act;

(b)holds a valid
practicing
certificate and an

annual license
issued under this
Act; and

(c)holds a degree, a

diploma or a
certificate
recognized by the
Board under this
Act.

(l) No person shall practice as

agricultural professional
\Yithout a Yalid license issued
by the Board.

(2) A person who practice as

agricultural professional
without a valid license issued
by the Board commits an
offence.

(3) The Cabinet Secretary shall
prescribe procedures for
issue, renewal, revocation,
suspension or cancellation of
license in regulations.

2r(3)(a)&(
b)

MOALD 13) A person shall not be

considered to engage in
private practice where
the person-

(a)is employed by the
Govemment or any
other public body;

(b)is employed by a
state corporation as

defined by the
State Corporations
Act; or

Amend to provide as follows-

An Agricultural Professional who
has been dully registered in
accordance with a Clause 15 may
practice without requirements of
licensing.

The persons employed in Govemment
or public institutions providing
agricultural professional service will
only require registration and not
annual license.

Just to
exemption

provide clarity on
being sought
employed as so

the
for
inprofessionals

public service.

21(3)(c) MOALD ic)is employed as an
agricultural
professional by any
person or partnership
engaged in their
profession where all

Delete clause 2l (3)(c). Exempting Agricultural Professionals
who are employed in Agricultural
Professional firm creates a gap and
may allow non-qualified person to
practice.
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fees and charges eamed
by them are to the
benefit of his employer.

22 MOALD The Board shall issue,
in accordance with the
provision of this Act
and any rules made
under this Act, a
practicing certificate
and an annual license to
an agricultural
professional named to
engage in private
practice.

Amend the marginal notes to read as
follows-

"Board to issue annual licenses."

Amend clause 22 to read as

follows-

'"The Board shall issue, in accordance
with the provision of this Act and
any rules made under this Act
Identification Badge and an annual
license to an agricultural
professional named to engage in
private practice.

Registration Certificate was issued
under Part III hence issue of
practicing certificate and an annual
license under Part IV will create
situation where instruments issued
serve same purpose. The badge will
provide identification of genuine
practitioners.

KENAFF Cfause 22 on the Practicing
certificate and the annual licensing of
the professionals and payment ofthe
annual fees. The cost of licensing
these professionals, ifit is high it will
have an equal effect on farmers hence
smallholder farmers will shy away
from consulting and limiting their
ability to benefit from the Bill's
provisions. The licensing of
agricultural professionals will add a
regulatory burden on the small-scale
farmers by growing operational
complexity and costs. Farmers' will
have a challenge in complying with
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the new professional standards and
affording licensed services.
Similarly, this will bring additional
administrative tasks that will be

hectic for farmers with inadequate
resources hence limited access to
vital expertise and support services.

23 -25 MOALD Provides for issuance of
Practicing certificate,
validity and renewal.

Amend by deleting the
"Practicing Certificate"
substituting therefore the
"Annual license"-

words
and

words

To align with the recommendation in
Clause 22.

2s(3) PEST
CONTROL
BOARI)

(3)The Board shall have
the power to renew
any practicing
certificate and may
refuse to renew,
cancel, withdraw or
suspend a practicing
certificate for a

period not exceeding
twelve months, if
satisfied that the
agricultu ral
professional is guilty
of a professional
misconduct or in
breach of any
provision of this Act
or any regulations
made under this Act.

Amend to provide separate
circumstances under which renewal
of practicing certificate may be

refused, cancelled, withdrawn or
suspended.

To guide the Board in decision
making and promole transparency and
faimess.

26 MOALD 26.A person registered
under this Act who
engages in private

Delete clause 26. This comes late and with the proposed
amendments of doing away with
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practice shall apply for
an annual license in the
prescribed form and
pay the Drescribed fee.

practicing Certificate this is better at
clause 23.

Will be provided for in 23.
28 MOALD 28. The Board may refer

a matter to the
Disciplinary
Committee if it has
reason to believe that a
person registered
under this Act, either
before or after
regi stration has-

Amend clause 28 to read as
follows-

'28.The Board may refer a matter to
the Disciplinary Commiuee if it
has rcason to b€lieve that a
person registered under this Act,
has-"

The law does
retrogressively.

not work

3r(1Xd) MOALD 3l .( I )Where on the
recommendations of
the Disciplinary
Committee, the Board
is satisfied that an
agricultural
professional is in
breach of any of the
terms or conditions
prcscribed by the
Board under this Act,
the Board may-
(d)withdraw or

cancel the
practicing
certificate of the
agricultural
professional for a
period not less than

Delete clause 3l( l)(d) Adequately provided for in 3l ( l)(c).
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twelve months but
not exceeding
three yearsi

PEST
CONTROL
BOARD

Amend to harmonize period of
withdrawal or cancellation of the
practicing certificate with clause
2s(3).

Period of withdrawal or cancellation
the practicing certificate is different
from 25(3).

Harmonize for consistence
40(3) KENAFF (3)A penon shall not

while in charge of an
agricultural institution
or any other
agricultural
organization in Kenya,
employ a person who
is not registered under
this Act as an
agricultural
professional.

Clause 40 (3) Employment of
persons not registered under this
guideline is limiting fresh graduates
from our TVETs and university.
There is a need for amendment ofthis
provision. The prerequisite for
agricultural service providers to hold
registration and licensing may limit
the availability of these services,
particularly in rural regions where
professionals are scarce, potentially
causing delays or obstacles in
accessing vital advice and inputs.

42(t\ KESAP (l)A person who is
licensed as an

agricultural
professional shall be
guilty of professional
conduct if such
person-

Amend clause
follows-

42(l) to read as

"(l)A person who is licensed as an
agricultural professional shall be
guilty of professional misconduct
if such person-"

43 MOALD Offences by unregistered
or unlicensed persons.

Insert the following new subclause
immediately after subclause ( l) to
read as follows-

Provide clarity and align effectively.
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"(2)A person who contravenes (I)
commils an offence and is liable
on conviction to a fine not
exceeding two hundred thousand
shilling or imprisonment for a
term not exceeding two years, or
both."

44 MOALD Offences by training
persons or institutions.

Delete clause 44 Agricultural specialty training are
regulated under other statutes.

47 MOALD Regulations Insert the following new paragraph
immediately after paragraph (h)-

"(i)Procedures for application,
conditions, withdrawal,
cancelation and chargeable fecs
for registration certificate and
annual license".

Necessary for operation.

SECOND
SCHEDU
LE

KESAP Committees of the Boad Amend the Second Schedule to the
Bill by inserting the following new
committee-

"Environmental and Biosystems
Engineering Committee"
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lntroductlon

Agricultural professionals provide assistance and advice to farmers and livestock

producers. The professionals form critical source of human resource for
Agricultural Extension and Advisory Services (AEAS)

AEAS facilitate agricultural value chain actors to access information and

technologies, obtain skills necessary for improving productivity, food and

nutrition security and well-being.

The services are pertinent in driving rural, urban and peri-urban agricultural

development mainly through small-scale agricultural production. Worldwide,

agricultural extension forms one of the main conduits for agricultural

development and transformation leading to rural poverty reduction and

increased food security.

Extension and advisory services serve as a crucial catalyst that aid especially the
producers to realize their optimum potential which will not only culminate into
increased productivity, creation of jobs and eradication of poverty.

ln view of the foregoing, the Ministry formulated the Kenya Agricultural Sector

Extension Policy 2023 with a broader and effective agriculturalextension poliry

framework. The policy provides a coordinated and pluralistic approach which

acknowledges the significance of public and private extension and advisory

services in respect to technology transfer, information sharing and skills

development, particularly of smallholder producers across the sector.

The Policy recommends establishment of a legal and institutional framework

that guides the provision of agricultural extension services. lt also recommends

setting and enforcement of standards, quality assurance for extension service

providers. This is expected to improve professionalism and monitoring of
performance.

The Agricultural Professionals Registration and Licensing Bill, 2024

The Bill provides for the registration and licensing of agricultural professionals,

to provide for the regulation of the standards and practice of the profession, to
provide for the establishment, powers and functions of the Agricultural

Professionals Registration and Licensing Board and for connected purposes. The

Bill aligns with the Kenya Agricultural Sector Extension Policy 2023.
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Observations, comments and recommendations on the Bill

(i)The Bill is silent on the institution that will be offering the mandatory

pre-registration training for agricultural professionals. All agricultural

professionals to undergo a mandatory Agricultural Management

Course tenable at the Kenya School of Agriculture before registration

by the Board. The course will equip the professionals with practical

agricultural management skills in the Sector.

(ii) The Bill provides for the Board to issue Agricultural Professional with

Registration Certificate, Practice Certificate and Annual license. The

Practice Certificate and Annual license serve the same purpose and

therefore mandatory requirement of the two does not contribute to

ease of doing business. We recommend that the Practicing Certificate

be removed.

(iii) The Bill pre-supposes that Kenya Society of Agricultural

Professionals is the only professional body for agricultural

professionals. There are various bodies to which agricultural

professionals affiliate to depending on specialty and preference. The

representation to the Board should come from an umbrella body of

the existing agricultural professionals bodies.

(iv) The Bill puts all Agricultural professionals under one category

irrespective of their qualifications which range from post graduate to

certificate holders. The professionals should be categorized based on

their qualifications. Agricultural Technicians (Certificate Holders),

Agricultural Assistants (Diploma Holders) and Agricultural Specialist

(Degree holders).

The specific comments on the Bill are provided in the attached matrix.
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Observations and Comments from the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development on the Agricultural
Professionals Registration and Licensing Bill, 2024

SN Clause in the Bill Provision in the Bill Observations Proposal .lustificatlon
1 Clause 2

lnterpretation
"aBriculture professional" means a

holder of a degree, diploma or
certificate in an agricultural
specialty from a university or
institution that is recognized by the
Board and duly registered under
this Act and "Agricultural
organizations and institutions"
when used in the context of
retistration shall be construed, be

registration under this Act
accordingly

"agriculture professional"
refers to persons achieving
certain competency while
"Agricultural organizations
and institutions" refers to
where the person may deploy
their competence and their
registration is provided for
under other statutes

"agriculture professional"
means a holder of a
degree, diploma or
certificate in an

agricultural specialty from
a university or institution
that is recognized by the
Board and duly registered
under this Act

Agricultural organizations
and institutions goes

beyond the scope of the
agriculture professional

2 "agricultural specialty"
include training or
specialization in crop
production, horticulture,
plant breeding, seed
technology, agronomy,
botany, crop science, crop
protection, home
economics, food science,

farm management, animal
production, range
management agricultural
economics,
aBribusiness, aBricultural
extension, agricultural
education, agricultural
marketing, agriculturat

The training or specialization
listed focuses on specific
deBrees, diplomas and
certificates which excludes
other relevant areas

"agricultural specialty"
include training or
specialization in
agriculture,

"agricultural specialty"is
dynamic and evolves
dependlng on demand and
technology development
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st{ Clause in thc Blll Provision in the Blll Observations Proposal Justification
policy and law, floriculture,
biotechnology, agricultural
enBineering, soil and water
engineering, soil science,
agro-forestry, and natural
resources management;

3 "agriculture" has the meaning
assiSned to it by the Atriculture
and Food Authority Act, 2013;

Term not used in the Body of
the Bill

Delete the interpretation Term not used in the Body
of the Bill and its limitin8 to
Crops as per the AFA Act
2013 while agricultural
specialty includes animal
production and range
management,

4 4 Composition of
the Board

(c) five members nominated
by Kenya Society for
Agricultural Professionals
or8anization from among
membership in agricultural
training
colleges/universities,
agricultural research,
agricultural extension
servic€s, natural resource
management and
agricultural marketing
services;

Kenya Society for Agricultural
Proftssionals has been given
sole mandate to nominate
members and is also having
representation at (d) where
the Chairperson is a member.

The members to be
1. ReBistered agricultural

professional who is a

Principal in Middle level
Agricultural training
institution

2. Registered agricultural
professional who is a

Dean in high level
Agricultural training
institution

3. Two persons who are
registered and practicing
as agricultural
prof€ssionals appointed
by the Cabinet
Secretary.

1. To allow for
diversification and
inclusivity while reducing
over representation by
Kenya Society for
Agricultural Professionals

2. Reduce the numberof
members in (c)from 5 to
4 to give total of board
members in line with
Mwongozo code of
Conduct
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sr{ Clause in the Slll Provlslon in the Bill Observatlons Prop8al J ustlficatlon
(d) Chairperson of the Xenya

Society for Agricultural
Professionals

Kenya Society for Agricultural
Professionals Chairperson'rs
made a member of the Board

Chairperson of the
Umbrella organizations of
Atricultural Professional

There are other
organizations to which the
agricultural professionals
also belonS.

5 4 Composition of
the Board

1 (3)(b) is an atriculture
professional of any specialty and
of tood character and standinB

Agriculture Professional Agricultural Professional To create consistency in use
of the term

6 7. (l) The tunaions
of the Board

new The Board functions does not
touch on trdining, codes of
ethics for the professional

bodies and enforcement of
standards yet they are key
control points.

lntroduce the following:
f. in consultation

with such
approved
aBricultural
traininS
institutions as the
Board may deem
appropriate,
prescribe courses
of training for
atricultural
p rofess iona ls;

2. receive, evaluate
and register code
of ethics on the
practice of all
agrlcuhural
professional

o r8a n izatlons
registered under
this Act;

3. maintain the
standards of

For effective service delivery
and regulation of the
agricultural profession
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SN Clause in the Bill Provision ln the Blll Observatlons Proposal Justification
practice by the
retistered persons

under this Act;

PART 111 _ REGISTRATION OF AGRICUI.TURAT PROFESSIONALS

7 15. (1)

Qualification for
registration

(a) is a holder of a de8ree, a diploma
or a certificate which is recognized
by the Board as makint that person
eliBible for registration;

degree, a diploma or a
certificate which is recognized
by the Board as makint that
person eligible for registration
may be construed to imply
that the Board will decide of
qualification at whims

Is a holder of a degree,
diploma or certificate in
an agricultural specialty
specified under this Act

To provide better clarity and
consistence with the
requirements for
qualification in specified in

the other Clauses of the Bill.

8 (c) has undergone a certificate,
diploma, degree or research
course of trainint and passed

any examination in Kenya or
elsewhere which the Board
recognizes as an equivalent to
the qualifications referred to in
paragraph (a);

(d) satisfies the Board that he or
she is professionally
competent, a person of good
character and fit to be
registered under this Act; and

Described trainings have also
been stated to be

requirements for
consideration as agricultural
professional

Delete this (15(lXcl is adequately
provided for in 15(1)(a)

9 (e) is a member of a professional

body recognized by the Board
Qualification limited to
recognition by the Board

is a member of a
professional body
registered by the Board

Aligning the provision with
the proposed amendment
for professional Bodies to
register with the Board
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SN Clause in the Bill Provision in the Eill observatlons Proposal Justlllcation
10 (f) New qualified in atricultural

specialty course and has
undergone a training
programme of not less

than cumulative four
weeks in Agricultural
Management Course at
the Kenya School of
Agriculture

Qualified professionals to be
exposed practical on goings
through Agricultural
Management course

11. (g) New Provide for experienced
extension service
providers with prior
learning experience who
will have a minimum of
Form Four Certificate or
equavalent and undertake
2 Months Agricultural
Management Course at
Kenya School of
Agriculture.

Give experienced persons

opportunity to register as
aSricultural professionals

and to be exposed practical
on EoinBs through
Agricultural Management
course

t2. New Provide for categorization
of Agricultural
Professionals considering
degree, dlploma or
Certificate which should
also include extension
service providers with
prior learninB experience

The professionals differ on
their qualifications.

13. 15. Qualification
for registration

1s. (21(3) (4) and (s) Replace 15. (2) (3) (4) and
(s) with

The provisions in 15. (2) (3)
(4) and (5) are detailed
process for recotnizing
degrees, dlplomas or
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SN Clause in the Blll Provision in the Bill O bse rvatl o ns Proposal Justlflcation
A person who holds a

certificate, a diploma or a
degree from an institution
outside Kenya recognized

by Board shall be eligible
for registration under this
Act as an agricultural
professional if the person

undertakes not less than
cumulative four weeks
Agricultural Manatement
Course at the Kenya

School of Agriculture

certificates from other
countries

14 ls (6) The Board shall retister every
qualified person by entering the
name, address, professional
qualifications and such other
particulars as the Board may
prescribe, in the register kept for
that purpose pursuant to section
77,

Keeping of register of
Agricultural Professionals by
the Board

To be moved to clause 17 Allows similar provlsion to
be together and provides
flow

15. 16 Application for
registration.

(2) An applicant for
registration who is a graduate of
a foreign school offering training
as an atricultural professional
shall, furnish satishctory
evidence to the Board confirming
that the applicant has satisfied
the provisions of section 15(2)
and (3).

Provides for details on
qualification for applicant for
registration who is a graduate
of a foreign school offerinB
training as an agricultural
professional

Delete the provision Adequately provided for in
Clause 15
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SN Clause ln the Bill Provision in the Blll Obcervatlons Proposal Justificaton
16. 18 Certificate of

ReBistration
18. (l) A certificate of registration
under the seal of the Board shall
be conclusive evidence of the
facts stated.

(2) Any certificate under the
seal ofthe Eoard shall remain the
property ofthe Board.

(3) A person whose name is

removed from the register shall,
within thirty days of the
publication of such removal,
surrender the certificate of
registration to the Board.

(4) A p€Ron who-
(a) without reasonable
excuse, is in possession of a

certificate of retistration not
issued them; or

(b) fails to sunender a

certificate of registration under
subsection (3) and (4) commits
an offence and shall, upon
conviction, be liable to a fine not
exceeding thirty thousand
shillings, or to imprisonment for
a term not exceeding three
months, or both.

(51 A person who, without
reasonable excuse, is in
possession of a certificate of

n not issued

Not expliclt on requirement
for practice

Recast the entire 18 to
provide;

(1) A person shall not
practke as an atricultural
professional wfthout a

certificrte of registration
issued by the Board
(2) A pe6on who practices
without a certificate of
registration commits an
offence

There is need for clarity on
not practicing without being
a registered professional.
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SN Clause in the Bill Provision in the Bill Observations Proposal .rustification
or fuils to surrender a certificate
under sub-section (4) commits an
offence and shall, upon
conviction, be liable to a fine not
exceeding thirty thousand
shillinBs, or to imprisonment for
a term not exceeding three
months, or both.

L7 19 Appeals A person agSrieved by a decision
of the Board on any matter under
this Act may appeal to the
Cabinet Secretary within sixty
days of beinB notified of the
decision

Aggrieved person given sixty
days from day of being
notified of the decision to
appeal

Reduce the number of
days from sixty to thirty
days from day of being
notified of the decision to
appeal

sixty days from day of being
notified ofthe decision to
appeal is too long and will
lead to pile ups

PART IV _ TICENSING OF AGRICULTURAL PROFESSIONALS

18 2l Qualifications
for private practice

(1) A person shall not engage in
private practice as an atricultural
professional unless that
person- (a) is retistered under
this Act;

(b) holds a valid practicing
certificate and an annual license
issued under this Act; and

(c) holds a degree, a

diploma or a certificate
recognized by the Board under
this Act.

Marginal note reads

Qualifications for private
practice.

The provisions are for
registration which were
provided for in Part lll

Amend the Marginal note
for Clause 21 to Licensing
provisions

21(1) to provide for
licensinB of registered
agricultural professionals

No person shall prdctice as

agricultural professional

without a valid license
issued by the Board

A person who practice as

agricultural professional

without a valid license

This Part provides for
licensinB of practitioners
and not registration which is
provided for in Part lll
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SN Clausa in the Bill Provision in the Bill Observatlons Proposal Justiflcatlon
lssued by the Board
commits an offencr

The Cabinet S€cretary
shall prescribe procedures
for isrue, renewal,
revocation, suspension or
cancellation of License in
regulations

19. 2l Qualifications
for private practice

(3) A person shall not be
considered to en8aSe in private
practice where the person-

(a) is employed by the
Government or any other public
body;

(b) is employed by a state
corporation as defined by the
State Corporations Act;

The persons employed in
Govemment or public
institutions providint
aBricultural professional
service will only require
rcgistration and not annual
license

An Agricultural
Professional who has been
dulf registered in
accordance with a Claus€
15 may practice without
requirements of licensint.

Just to provide clarity on the
exemption being sought for
professionals employrd as
so in public service

20 21.(3) A person shall not be

considered to en8age in private
practice where the person-

(c) ls employed as an agricultural
professional by any person or
partnership engaged in their
profession whare all fees and
charyes eamed by them are to
the benefit of hls employer.

tts exempting ABricuhural
Professionals who are

employed in Agricultural
Professional Firm

Delete entire provision Exempting Agricultural
Professionals who are
employed in Agricultural
Professional Firm creates a

8ap and may allow non-
qualified person to practice.
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SN Clause in the Bill Provision in the Bill Observations Proposal Justification
2t. 22 goard to issue

practicing
certificates and
annual licenses.

The Board shall issue, in
accordance with the provision of
this Act and any rules made
under this Act, a practicing
certificate and an annual license
to an agricultural professional
named to engage in private
practice.

The Board to issue a practicint
certificate and an annual
license to an agricultural
professional named to engage
in private practice.

Amend to read

Side note; Board to issue

annual licenses

The Board shall issue, in

accordance with the
provision of this Act and
any rules made under this
Act ldentification Badge

and an annual license to
an agricultural
professional named to
en8a8e in private practice

Registration Certifi cate was
issued under Part lll hence
issue of practicinB cenificate
and an annual license under
Part lV will create situation
where instruments issued
serve same purpose. The
badge will provide
identifi cation of genuine
practitioners.

22. 23 to 25 All clauses 23 to 25 Provides for issuance of
practicing certiticate, validity
and renewal

Amend by finding the
word "Practicing
Certificate" and replacing
with "Annual license"

To align with the
recommendation in Clause
22

23 26 Application for
annual license.

A person re8istered under this
Act who engages in private
practice shall apply for an annual
license in the prescribed form
and pay the prescribed fee.

This comes late and with the
proposed amendments of
doinB away with practicing
Certificate this is better at
clause 23

Delete Will be provided for in 23

PART V DISCIPLINE

24. Delete words Practicing
Certificate in 31 and 32

To align with the
recommendation in Clause
72

2S 28
Reference of
matters to
Disciplinary
Committee.

The Board may refer a matter to
the Disciplinary Committee if it
has reason to believe that a

person registered underthis Act,

The Clause refers to issues

that could have taken place
before registration

Amend to read;

The Board may refer a
matter to the 0isciplinary
Committee if it has reason

The law does not work
retrogressively

13



5N Clause in the Bill Provlsion in the Bill Observatlons Proposal Justification
either before or after reBistration
has

to believe that a person
retistered under this Act,
has...-..---

26. 31. (l) Where on
the
recommendations
of the Disciplinary
Committee, the
Board is satisfied
that an agriculturdl
professional is in
breach of any of
the terms or
conditions
prescribed by the
Board under this
Act, the Board
may-

(d) withdraw or cancel the
practicing certificate of the
agricultural professional for a

peraod not less than twelve
months but not exceedinB three
years

withdraw or cancel the
practicing certificate

Delete 31(1Xd) Adequately provided for in
31(1Xc)

PART VII _ MISCELTANEOUS PROVISIONS

27. 43 Offences by

unregistered or
unlicensed
persons.

(a) willfully and falsely takes
or uses any name, title or
addition implying a qualifications
to practice as an atriculturdl
professional;

(b) professes to practice as
such; or

(c) manates or dispenses
agricultural inputs in formof
fertilizert feeds, aSricultural

Offence seems to be only
applicable to 43(11(c)

Amend to provide as;

43 (2) A person who
contravenes (1) commits
an offence and is liable on
conviction to a fine not
exceedinB two hundred
thousand shilling or
imprisonment for a term

Provide clarity and align
effectively

t4



SN Clause ln the Elll Provlsion in the Bill O bse rvatlo ns Prcposal Justificatlon
chemicals commits an offence
and is liable on conviction to a
fine not exceeding two hundred
thousand shilling or
imprisonment for a term not
exceeding two years, or both.

not exceeding two yeart
or both.

2a 44 Offences by
Training Persons

and lnstitutions.

44. Offences by Training Persons
and lnstitutions.

Any person. being in charge of
a training instltution whlch is
not approved by the Board as
an or institutions for training
of persons seeking registration
under this Act commits an
offense

Delete entire Clause rt4 Agricultural Specialty
traininS are regulated under
other statutes

PART VIII _ DELEGATED POWERS

29 47 Regulations. New Powers to make regulations (i) Procedures for
application, condltions,
withdrawal, cancelation
and chargeable fees for
registration certifi cate
and annual license

Necessary for operation

Date
al 0g 2ozv

Signature...

DR. ANDREW M. KARANJA,
CABINET SECRETARY

D
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Dr. Kipronoh Ronoh' PhI)
Principal Secretary
Strtc Department for Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture &
Livcst()ck Development
l(ilirno House, Cathedral Road
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Dr. Eliud Xlrcgcr, OGW, Phf)
Dircctor General
Kcnya Agricultural & Livestock
Rescarch Orgal isation (XALRO)
Kaptagat Road, kresho
MIBOBI
inl @kalro.org

Dr. licdrick Muchiri
Managing Director
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Mr. Wcllingon Warlke
Chairpersnn
Seed Traderr Assmiation of KenYa
ln F'loor, WiDg B, Jumuia Placc
Lcnana Road
NAIROBI
stak@stak.or-ke

Dr. Danicl M'Mailuthr' PhD
Chiel' Exccutiyc Ollicer
Kenve National l'armer'e F'ederatiorr
Aloig Thogoto Muurakwa Road
NAIROBI
farmers@kenaffort
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Hon Jonattran Muckc, C&5

Principal Secretary

State Dcpartn nt for Livestock Development
Ministry of Agriculturt &
Live6tock Dcralopment
Kilimo House, Cathcdral Rod
NATROBI

Dr. Bruno Linyiru
Director General
Agriculture and Food AuthoritY
Tcr House, Naivasha Rod
OtrNgong Road
NAIROBI
inlir@afa.go.ke

Prof. Theophilu Mutui
Malaging Dircctor
Kenyr Plant Health lnsPcctorate Service
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NAIROBI
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Mr. PeuI Krmau
Chief Executive Officer
Association of Kenya f-eed Manufacturers
Ncxtgen MaIl, OIf Mombaca Road
NAIROBI
info@ekefema.net

Mr, Paul Mbui
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Kenya Society for Agricultural Pmfessionals
66 Floor, Cianda Ilouse,
Koinange Street
NAIROBI
kesgpkenya(Oyahoo.com



Dn Rorcmary Nyemu
Director
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Dr. Samucl Mugo
Director
Animal llealth & tndustry Training lnstitutc
Kabete Campus
NAIROBI
ahitikabat@kilimo.gq.ke

REFI

Thc Dcpartmenal Committee on Agriculture and Livcslock is erublirhed Pursuant to

Sundin[ Order e to gnd is mandated inur olia'b ady aad rmiru all hgidatbn t{and to il.

Pursulnt to tlE cited rundrte the Cotnmittee il in dre proers ofconsidcring the Agliculturd
Profeasionals Registmtion and Licoring Bill (Natiooal Arsembly Bilt No. l9 of ,04+) (qP,
datM).

Thc Bill eeeks to pror.ide a legistetivc framewortr for the training re9s{ation and 
-licc.nrin-g

ofagricultunl pnofccsionab. ti dso sceks to rcgrdate the prectice ofagrir:ultunl lm{essi.onals
adio pmvidc-for thc establirhmnr, powcrs aad fu&tions of tbc AgricnltuEl Professioaals

Rcgistntion and Licenaing Board that shall regulate thc profesrion-

In complirnce with the provicions of Article t ts(txb) of the c'onstitution, tbe committec
inviter you for a meetingto discuss the mid Bill. Ttrc mceting will be hcld ou thut!&y,,c'
Augur[ roe+ in ConmIttcc Room g6, Fifth Ftoor, Bungc Towcr, Parliamcnt Buildinga
at 9.3O r.l[.

You arc rcquested to submit electronic copies of your submissinns to thc C.onmittce thmugh

the OI[ce of the Oerk via ernail addre*: cna(Olqrliemcnt.to.ke by Wedncrdrn 3r' Augutt
lorl and provide twenty (lo) hard copier of the submissionr during the meetiag.

The liairon oflicerc for thic activity are Ms. Irul,ecn Omuta Woonga who rnay be contected

on Tel. No. oT,loaro{,,rt or email: hrrcen.rvcconga@Pfflilm$t go.ke and Mr. l/"rctor

l(limo on TeL No. cla,L6a7os, or emall: @.

0, Qc^ol-,
STAIGHOLDER ENGAGEMENT ON TTIE AGRICI,,,LTT,IRAL
PROTTSSIONAIS REGISTBATION AND IJCENSING BILL (NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY BIII NO. re OF eor4) BY TIm DEPAnTMENTAL
COMMITTEE ON AGRICI.'LTI,'RE AND LIVESTOCK

Yours

I
JEREMIAHW. NDOMBI, MBS
Fon CLERI( OF TTIE NATIONAI ASSEMBLY

Dr. Andrel Mwihia Krnnja
Cabinet Secretary,
Minirtrl, of Agriculture &
Livectock Development
Kilimo lloure, Cathedral Rrud
NAIROBI

Copy to:
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PRoressroHlus
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Koinange Street.
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25.O4.2024

Dear 5ir/ Madam

Re: Addltional Submlsslons on Agrlcultural Professlonals Redstratlon and ucenslnt BIll, 2024

We hereby submit to the following proposals:

Part 11 clause 4 (4) be revised to read "The Board Chairman shall be appointed by the
President and shall be an agricultural professional of any specialty of good character and

standing"

lntroduce Part 11 Clause 4 (5)The Board shall elect a Vice Chairperson from among its

members.

We have noted that there is no Part 11 clause 4(5) but there is Part 11 clause 4(6) and

therefore the above number Part 11 Clause 4 (5) which we have introduced fits well.

The purpose of the above proposal is that by the President appolnting the ChairpeBon, the proposed

Board will hav€ the necessary thrust in law to execute its functions. ln addition, it will in line with similar

Boards and entities in which the President is the appointing authority of the chairs.

Thank you,

Yours Faithfully,

Paul Mbuni

P O BOx 8419{0200 Nairobi, Kenya Tel: 072226977910722624604 Email: kesaokenva@vahoo.com
For an olficiol ond suttdinoble ogriculturol bosed on ethicdl prclessiondl stondords and prccticet



PEST CONTROL PRODUCTS BOARD
(A Staartory OrgsnizrtioD of GovcrDmqlt)

Tel: +254-O20-8021E46n/8

Mobilci 0?20 480 904/011517a141

PCPB/UVOL.rrV241031

PO. Box 13794-00800

Lorcsho, off Waiyaki Way,

NATROBI, KENYA
Email: info@pcpb. go.kc

md@pcpb.go.kc
Wchite: wu,w.pcpb.go.kc

20$ August, 2024
Dcte:...................................

The Cle* of the Natonal assembly
P. O. Box 41842-00100
NAIROBI
Email : cna@parliament.go.ke

RE: STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT ON THE AGRICULTURAL
PROFESSTONATS REGISTRATION AND LICENSING BILL 2024
BY THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND
LIVESTOCK

We acknowledge receipt of your letter Ref NA/DDC/A&U20241047 on the
above subject dated 13th August 2024

Attached herewith, Please find PCPB! comments on the Agricultural
Professionals Registration and Licensing Bill, 2024.

Kindly consider the concerns and recommendations.

Fredrick N. Muchiri
CHIEF EXEcUTIVE/SECRETARY

Copy to: Dr. Kipronoh Ronoh, PhD
Principal Secretary
State Department for Agriculture

Chairman, PCPB

Your Rcf:

Our Ref

l!r

ProEoting Productivity, SlfcguardioB Hun.n H..lth rnd Envi.ooorot



Pest Control Products Board

Clause Curent provision Issue/Concem Proposed amendment Justification of the
amendment

Arrangement
of the
clauses

Part tV- Registration
of Agricultural
professionals on Page
42t

The content in the text and
the page of content not
harmonized. Part IV in the
text reads: Licensing of
Agricultural professionals on
page 434

Part IV- Licensing of
Agricultura I professionals

To harmonize
contents

2s(3)
The Board shall have
the power to renew
any practicing
certificate and may
refuse to renew,
cancel, withdraw or
suspend a practicing
certificate for a period
not exceeding 12
months.....

Conditions under which
renewal of practicing
certificate may be refused,
cancelled, withdrawn or
suspended are missing

Provide separate
circumstances under
which renewal of
practicing certifi cate may
be refused, cancelled,
withdrawn or suspended.

To guide the Board in
decision making and
promote transparency
and fairness

Page I ol 2



Clause Curr€nt provision Issue/Concern Proposed amendment Justification of the
amendment

31(1Xd) (d). withdraw or
cancel the practicing
certificate of the
Agricultural
professional for a
period not less than 12
months but not
exceedinq 3 years

Period of withdrawal or
cancellation the practicing
certificate is different from
25(3) above

Harmonize period of
withdrawal or cancellation
of the practicing certificate
in the 2 clauses

For consistence

Gcnsal commant3

It is our hope that fees for applicafion for Registrauon and licensing of professionals to be included in the Regulations will
be reasonable.

PaSe 2 of2
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MEMORANDUM ON THE AGRICULTURAL PROFESSIONALS
REGISTRATION AND LICENSING BILL 2024

PRESENTED TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY THE THIRTEENTH
PARLIAMENT

SUBMITTED TO CLERK OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE & LIVESTOCK

P. O. BOX 41842-00100, NAIROBI

IN THE MATTEROF CONSIDERATION BYTHE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
DEPARTMENTAL COMMI'I"TEE ON AGRICULTURE & LIVESTOCK:

AGRICULTURAL PROFESSIONALS REGISTRATION AND LICENSING
BILL2024

20 AUGUST 2024

SUBMITTED BY: THE KENYA NATIONAL FARMERS' FEDERATION
(KENAFF)



ll

KENAFF
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Introduction
About the Kenyr National Farmer!, Federation (KENAFF)

KENAFF is the National Farmers' Organization (NFO); the apex umbrella farmers' organization
in Kenya. lt was founded in Nakuru in the year 1946 as the Kenya National Farm'ers Union(KNFU). KENAFF is a non-political, not-for-profit, and democratic membership-based
organization Her core mandate is to represent, articulate. promote, and protect the interests of
Kenyan farmers through lobby, advocacy, policy action and farmer empowermenr. This mandate
is embodied in the KENAFF motto: The Farmers' y oicel sauti ya'Mkulima The federation
has membership in all 47 counties ofthe Republic ofKenya.

0rganizational structure

KENAFF executes her mandate through a bottom-up organization srructure with strong forward
and backward linkages at ward; subrounty; county; and, the national level. The strufture also
incorporates three national organs: KENAFF young, KENAFF women and KENAFF
Commodities. KENAFF has there critical policymaking organs: KENAFF County Boards. the
National Farmers Assembly and the KENAFF Annual Geneial Meeting (AGM). Tie federation
also has a national secretariat housed at the Farmers conference centre (FCC) in Thogoto.
Kikuyu. The national secretariat oversees the execution of the federation's member services.
lobby and advocacy and all relevant programming relevant to farmers' welfare. In discharging
these duties, the national secretariat is supported by a network ofcounty ofTices spread all over
the country.

KENAFF is the primacy of the agricultural sector in Kenya, and a critical cog in the country's
socioeconomic transformation and development. Indeed, the KENAFF aspiraion, embodied in
the KENAFF Mission (to influence lransformotion arul growrh in the agricultural sector for
enhanced food and nutirion security, improved incomes, antl better livitihoods for farmerc)
and the KENAFF vision (an inclusive, stong, influential, ond rcspected Natioiat 

'r-ormen,

organization\ resonates with the Government of Kenya Bottom-up Economic Transformation
Agenda. In particular, KENAFF is particularly well-positioned to support the government's
economic and livelihoods transformation agenda in the context of agricultural trinsformation,
inclusive growth and manufacturing.

Background
Agriculture is the backbone of Kenya's economy with a cDp contribution of 33% and
employing 70% of the workforce. Similarly. agriculture contributes immensely to exporr
revenues through products like tea and cofflee, ensuring food nutrition and security for the
Kenyan population. Smallholder f'armers are the main iontributors to agriculture securing,
protecting their rights and improving access to resources and markets urJ ,"ry important to
ensure productivity and economic stability.
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Kenya National Farmers' l-ederation (KENAFt'); Appreciates the milestone
accomplishments by the government over the past two years in this sector. This includes (but
not limited to) the country-wide regrstration of farmers; the fertilizer subsidy prograrnrne; the
enhanced coffee cherry advance revolving fund; the import duty waivers on animal feeds inputsl
enhanced operationalization of the Warehouse Receipt Systernl and enhanced issuance of title
deeds.

The federation also appreciatcs thc Thirteenth Parliament, particularly The National Assembly
Departrnental Committee on Agriculture & Livestock tbr developing the Agricultural
Prof'essional and Licensing Bill of 2024 which seeks to regulate and prolessionalize the

agricultural sector by establishing standards.

The federation has reviewed and interrogated the Agricultural Prolessionals Registration and
Licensing Bill 2024 and has identitied the following recommendations:

II.

Port ll: Agricultural Professionals Registration and Licensing board 4 (l) it is

important to also include the National Farrners' Organization on the board.

Clause 7 of the Bill provides eligibility lor registration as an agricultural professional.

Where one is required to have a degree, diploma, or certificate this provision is limited.
there is need for consideration ofthe local lndigenous knowledge in agriculture. There

is a need tbr consideration of the indigenous knowledge that is very irnportant in
agric u ltu re .

I

III.

lv.

v

Clause 22 on the Practicing certificate and the annual licensing of the professionals

and paynrent of the annual fees. The cost of licensing these prot'essionals, if it is high

it will have an equal etTect on fhnners hence smallholder fanners will shy away frorn
consulting and lirniting their ability to benefit from the Bill's provisions. The licensing

ol'agricultural proiessionals will add a regulatory burden on the small-scale farmers

by growing operational complexity and costs. Fanners' will have a challengc in
complying with the new prot'essibnal standards and aftbrding licenscd services.

Similarly. this will bring additional administrative tasks that will be hectrc tbr fanners

with inadequate resources hence limited access to vilal expertise and support services.

Clause 40 (3) Employment of persons not registered under this guideline is limiting
fiesh

graduates lrom our TVETs and university. There is a need for amendment of this

provision. The prerequisite for agricultural service providers to hokl registration and

licensing may limit the availability of thesb services, particularly in rural regions where

prot'essionals are scarce, potentially causing delays or obstacles in accessing vital
advice and inputs.

Thc bill has not fully addressed the practical challenges in implementing of the

registration and licensing system for exarnple the resource availability. regulatory

training. and ell'ective monitoring.
Further, tlrere is an overlook on its impact on smallholder iarmers who could struggle

with compliance due to financial constraints.

1
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tx.

x.

There is lack of a detailed cost implication for both professionals and regulatory
bodies.

Key issues like training requirements, enforcement mechanisms, stakeholder
feedback, and regional variations are not well articulaled in the bill.
Additionally, integration of technology, the impact on innovation, public awareness
strategies, inter-agency coordination, and a review process for the legislation are not
sufficiently addressed.

The proposed fines are too severe, a fine of K-ES I Million fine or imprisonment
of three years is too punitive, a review to one year imprisonment and or altemate
training to unqualified shop operators like the agrovet shops could be altemative fines.

3



REPUBUC OF XEiN'A

It/trMSTRY OF AGRICI,LTI,,R.E AND LTVESTOCK DEYELOPMENT
St tc Departmrnt For Uvestock dGvcloDmant

AI{IMAI HEATTH ANO IT{DUSINY TRAINING INSTITUTE . XABETE

P. O. BOX 2904(HXr625 XANGEM| 
'{AtRO8t, 

XE YA

EMAIL: ahitikab€te@.mail.com ; Phonc 0759702555

AEITIA{LD/5/VOL M043. 21. Atgas\2024

TIIE CLERI(

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

P. O. BOX 4tt4240100

NAIROBI, KENYA

Dear Sir,

RJ. MEMORANDUM ON AGRICULTI'RAL PROTESSIONALS' REGISTRATION
AND LICENSING BILL'024

The above subject refers.

Your letter Ref: NA/DDC/A&U20241047 datcd 136 August 2024 is hercby acknowlcdged and
contents therein noted. Further, I confirm attetrdatrce aod participation in the plaoaed

stakcholders meeting.

Attached hercin find a Memorendum on thc Agriculturrl Profesrionrlc' Rcafu;tndon end
Llcenrlng Bill,2024 for consideration by the Departmental Committep oa Agriculturc and
Livestock.

Kind regards

Dr. Semuel Mugo

PRINCIPAL AIIITI Krbete

gl^'p
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REPUBLIC OF KENYA
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT

Strte Department For Livestock development
ANIMAL IIEALTII AND INDUSTRY TRAINING INSTITUTE - KABETE

P. O. BOX 2904040525 KANGEMI NAIROBI, KENYA
EMAIL: ahitikabete@smail.com ; Phone 0769702555

MEMORANDUM TO THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON AGRICIJLTT'RE AND
LIVESTOCK ON TIIE AGRICT,'LTI,'RAL PROFESSIONALS' REGISTRATION AI\D

LICENCING BILL,2024

SI,]BMITTED BY TIIE PRINCIPAL AIIITI KABETE IN TIIE STATE DEPARTMENT
FOR LTVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT

21sr August 2024



Whereas AHITI Kabete plays a key role in the development of the livestock sector by enhancing
capacity building of veterinary paraprofessionals, leather tecbnology skilled technicians, artificial
insemination technicians, and other cadre of professionals within the livestock sub-sector in
Kenya;

Whereas The Principal received an invitation vide a letter Ret NA/DDC/A &U2O241O47 daled
136 August 2024 by the Clerk of the National Assembly to submit a memorandum and attend a
meeting to be convened by the departnental cornmittee on Agriculture and Livestock on 22"d
August 2024;

Cognizant of the fact there is no regulatory frarnework for the registration and licensing of
agricultural professionals like other professions

Taking into consideration the sifificance of the proposed regulation on the agricultural sector
and the economy as highlighted herein;

After careful anelysis ofthe BiIl, it is noted that registering agricultural professionals in Kenya is

expected to have profound long-term economic impacts, including increased productivity,

enhanced food security, economic diversification, and improved market competitiveness.

Consequently, this will lead tojob creation, poverty reduction, and overall economic growth,

making the agricultural sector a comerstone of Kenya's development strategy. The bill confers key

benefits as highlighted below:

I ) Regulatory overslght: Part II Section 3 ( I ) of the bill proposes the establishment of the

Agricultural Professionals Registration and Licensing Boar{ which will oversee the
registration, licensing, and regulation of agricultural practitioners. will provide a structured
oversight mechanism to monitor the activities of agricultural professionals in compliance
with industry standards. The Board will have the authority to enforce compliance with the
law, investigate complaints, and impose penalties for unethical practices, thereby
enhancing the overall govemance of the sector.

2) Professional standards and accountebility: Pan IU and Part ry dealing with registration
and licensing respectively, require agricultural professionals to hold degrees, diplomas, or
certificates in relevant fields. Therefore, the bill seeks to enhance accountability and
professionalism within the sector. The bill will bring agricultural professionals under a
more regulated framework thus aligning agricultural practice with other regulated
professions like Veterinary medicine, Human medicine, law, accounting, and engineering.
The Professionals will be required to adhere to ethrcal guidelines and best practices thus
improving the overall expertise available to farmers, leading to better agricultural practices
and increased productivity thereby improving the quality of services provided to farmen

3) Support for smrllholder frrmers: By regulating who can dispense agricultural inputs
such as fertilizers and seeds, the bill aims to protect farmers from unscnrpulous traders

selling counterfeit or substandfid products. This is crucial for safeguarding the livelihoods
of farmers and ensuring that they receive quality inputs necessary for successfirl farming
ultimately improving their productivity and income levels

2
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4) Enhanced credibility and trust: Registered agricultural professionals will be recopized
as credible practitioners, which can foster trust among farmers and other stakeholders in the
agricultural value chain. This tnrst is essential for effective collaboration and for farmers to
seek advice and services from professionals without fear ofexploitation.

5) Access to professional developmetrt rnd resources: The bill encourages continuous
professional development by requiring registered professionals to engage in ongoing
education and training. This will help practitioners stay updated on the latest agricultural
practices, technologies, and regulations, ultimately benefiting the agricultural sector as a
whole.

Q Improved agricultural productivity and enhanced food security: With qualified
professionals providing guidance and support to farmers, the overall productivity of the
agricultural sector is likely to improve. Better advice on crop management, pest control,
and resource utilization can lead to increased felds and more sustainable farming
practices.

7) Legal framework for employment: Like in other regulated sectors, the bill creates a legal
requirement for employers in the agricultural sector to hire only registered professionals.
This not only ensures rhat employers comply with legal standards but also promotes job
security and professional recognition for agricultural practitioners.

8) Economic growth, development and diversification: A more professional agricultural
sector can atkact investnent and innovation, contributing to the overall economic growth
ofthe country. Improved standards can also enhance Kenya's competitiveness in both
domestic and international agricultural markets. As agricultural productivity increases,
there will likely be a ripple effect on related sectors, such as food processing and
distibution

9) Public participation: By allowing stakeholders to give input like this memorandum, it
means public input and stakeholder engagement have been given priority. This is crucial
for ensuring that the needs and concems ofall agricultural stakeholders are considereq
fostering a collaborative approach to agricultural regulation.

Now ttrerefore, conclude as follows: The Agricultural Professiotrrls Regiltrrtion end Licensing

Bill,2024 is a landmark piece oflegislation that represents a critical step towards professionalizing

the agricultural sector in Kenya. By establishing a framework for registration and licensing, the bill

aims to enhance the quality of agricultural services, protect farmers, and promote sustainable

agricultural practices. The successful imflementation ofthis bill could lead to significant

improvanents in agricultural productivity and food security, benefiting the economy and society as

a whole.

Dr. Samuel Mugo

g^n

3

Principal AHITI-Kabete.
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THE AGRICULTURAL PROFESSIONALS REGISTRATION AND LICENSING BILL,
2024

4. (1)The Board shall consist of-
(c) five members nominated by Kenya Society for Agricultural Professionals organization from

among membership in aSriculturaltraining colleges/universities, agricultural research, agricultural
extenslon services, natural resource management and agricultural marketing services;

Change to "Agricultural Professional bodies".
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