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ROYAL NATIONAL PARKS OF KENYA

PART I

REPORT BY THE CHAIRTIAN OF TRUSTEES

In my last Report for 1958 I expressed great hopes.that the Kenya
Government would find it possible to pronounce its decrsrons on the
recommendations of the 

- 
1956 Game Policy Committee. This

pronouncement emerged towards the end of 1959 as a-Sessional Paper
intitled "A Game Policy for Kenya". It formed the subject of a

two-day debate in Legislitive Council, when Members on both sides

of the 'Council criticiied and condemned the Paper as an unrealistic
attempt to state a game policy for Kenya, or to place game preservation

on a sound workable basis.

The 1956 Game Policy Committee, after .two -years of serigu.s

thought aif, consideration of many problems, issued a report which
*as ihe product of expert knowledge. Although we do not agree

with thost sections of the Report relating to National Reserves, th-ere

are other recommendations 
- of great importance. It is therefore

most disappointing to find that the Kenya Government has altered,
emasculated or rJiected some of those recommendations, giving the

lack of finance as'its main reason for doing so. The Government's
unwillingness to grant a higher priority for the relatively small financial
requirerients oflame preservition is more than apparent. from.the
untonvincing ref6rencei to the lack of finance, over-emphasised in
every possible section ofthe Sessional Paper'

For example, proposals for small additions to the Tsavo Royal
National Park wdre 

-stated to be desirable, but the Government
maintains that their implementation will require additional finance

which is not likely to be available in the foreseeable future.

Similarly, a proposal to establish a National Park on Mount
Marsabit ii 

-rejected 
by the Government for the main reason that

it would requi.e add.itional finance which is not available' The
DroDosal for i National Park on Mount Elgon suffers the same fate.

th6 most unreasonable and unnecessary reference to Kenya's poverty
appears under the grandiose heading of "Cooperation with other
African Territories", thus :

"The Government agrees that as many game problems arc

common to neighbourin! territories, there should be adequate

liaison between the terriiories. Lack of finance may, however,

inevitably curtail such liaison at present."

This statement leaves one in some doubt as to what the Government
means by "liaison".

I am fully aware of the many urgent demands on, Kenya's public
purse and oi how each Departmenf or activity of-the Gove.rlmelt

iustifiably claims more than- the purse can yield. I find it difficult,
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however, to reconcile the numerous references in the Sessional paper
to the lack of finance with the following statements of policy in 

-the

same Paper:

"The Government. recognises that Game is the most important
tourist attraction in the country and that the tourist indristry is
of considerable economic impoftance. Proper land usage- in
an age where the economic development of land is procelding
very rapidly must take into consideration the asset oi wild fift
as forming a part.of the natural wealth of the country so as to
preserve the conditions under which the tourist industry can
expand.

"The Government further recognises that game has an aesthetic
and cultural value and that its preservation is a duty which the
Government and people of Keny-a owe to posterity and the world.
Practical steps to preserye it must therefore be continued.

"In the last resort the complete preservation of game can
only be assured fully in National ?arks.r'

This Sessional Paper will not redound to the credit of the Kenva
Government when iudged by lovers of wild animals all over the worid
o_r by future generations, especially if examined in relation to the
Government's attitude towardi the widespread destruction by poachers
which still threatens the very survival of many of our wili -animals.

The only reference to poaching in the statement of a Game policy for
Kenya is as follows:

"The Govemment appreciates that the position relative to
poaching is still very serious. The Royal National parks have
a mgbil-g anti-poaching team and the 

-Game 
Department has

another."

As a result ofthe unfavourable reception accorded to this unfortunate
Sessional _Paper in the Legislative Council, we were grateful to find
that^the Colony's B_udget for t96ol6t contained an a?ditional grant
of f,z4rooo.to th-e Game Department, and an allocation of dr5Srooo
over a period of three years for development projects sucE is-the
gonstlqctiol of fencing, roads, and touiist accbmmodation, in the
loyal National _Parks. -We hope that the Government may yet see
the glaring justificationfor graniing some exrra money for th6 rirnning
expenses of the Royal National Parls and for the prevention oT
poaching.

During th9 perioa under reyiew the Board of Trustees was greatly
strengthened by the addition of new members to the Board, wh6m wl
welcome, namely:
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The Hon. Michael Blundell, M.B'E., M.L'c.; F. T. Holden, Esq',

c.s.s.; J. S. Karmali, Esq.; The Hon. Sir Charles Markham, Bart',
M.L.c.; J. M. Ole Tameno, Esq.

'we were privileged to appoint as an Honorary-Trustee Dr. Fairfie-ld

Osborn, preiident -of the itew York Zoological Society and of the

Co"ri.i"Uo" Foundation, and we extend our good w-i1hes tg-Major
l. n- C.imwood, who has assumed the position of Chief Game Warden

i, ft."y" and is ex fficio a Trustee of the Royal National Parks'

We are pleased that constitutional changes in Kenya have brought
about the merger of the two Ministries previously^concerned -wrth

tourism and gime preservation. The Permanent Secretary- ot -the
;;ffi;d Mifiitiy it now also an ex fficio member of the Board of
Trustees.

Finally, I acknowledge the loyal and_4edicated service of our staff,

"rr..1t} 
*t iih are deicribed by our Director and Chief Executive,

ffi. M.t y" Cowie, whose report is attached, and to whom once again

ioav tribrite for his enthusiasticand invaluable leadership in all aspects

;f';h.- ;d*irristration of the Royal National Parks and the vital
preservation of game in East Africa.

Royal National Parks of KenYa

ALFRED VINCENT

Chairman of Trustees

Nairobi,

September, 196o
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ROYAL NATIONAL PARKS OF KENYA

PART II

REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR

GENERAL

This Report covers a period-of eighteen.months to the 3oth June,
196o. Previous Reports ielated to each calendar year, but it is now
nLcessary to conform to the financial year.

No period in the history of the Royal National Parks is without
achievement and failure; that is the way in all walks of life. Constitu-
tional changes, politicaf upheavals, a statement. of game policy and

financial ttiittg.^n.y were' all overshadowed in our own affairs,

however, by fre [reat privilege of a visit by Her Maiesty,Queen
Elizabeth the euee-n Mother. The high-level road over the Aberdare
i*!. of *o*tiins was officially opened by Her llaiesty, and a night.at
;tieetops" was included in the programme of the Royal visit'. $"
account^of this memorable fournty is given in the chapter relating

to the Aberdare Royal National Park.

Long as I have been involved in the preservation of wild life,
I have 

"never lost my ardent hopes that people concerned with the

co.rtrot of finance will recogais6 the immenie, although somewhat

intaneible, value of saving ime of our wild animal kingdom- from
tn. olount. the poisoned alrrow, the native cow or the hunter's bullet'
it.i. tr6p.t toti,, tign in rg5q when the G-overnment announced its

intention 
^of issuing i statement of game policy, based on the recom-

mendations of the- 1956 Game Policy Committee. This statement

merits little commeni other than to say that my hopes were almost

irretrievably dashed.

Why, I ask, do so many peoglg allow themselves to be beguiled
into beiieving ihat the worid'wili become a better place by making

ioct ets to reich the moon or by fockeying fervendy to increase man's

Dower. wealth and possessioni? If 
-only 

those in authority could
[*ti".i themselves fiom the political and economic maelstroms in
*ti.t, tt.y revolve and look- upon, seething .humanity..obiectively,
they would see the folly of usurping nature's plan. We humans

.."tiri * occasional efi;pse of a irat[ral scene to keep our sense of
L"i*..; we need ofte-n to^dwell back on the solid earth from which
we trave sprung, and like animals we should benefit from the pleasures

*J tirroirt oi'a simple life. That, in my vieq, is the powerful,

U"iic *a abundantly' justifiable reason, but not b-y any me.ns^the

only reason, to preserve wild life and to isolate wild sanctuaries tiom
theonslaught of modem trends.

Trasicallv. onlv those who come after us will be able to iudge
wheiheiwe fiiue a&ed prudently or not. The architects of the Kenya

Government statement'of game poliry, rendered ineffective in almost
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every paragraph by a repetition ofa predicted lack offinance, will not
be here to pay the penalties of theii mistaken parsimony. More is
the pity, as there is so little time left to save the^remnanti of Africa,s
once abundant wild animal population.

. Thus I am compelled to accept, after a glimpse into the future,
that.the.preservation of wild life^in Kenya iritt onty be possible in
restricted areas of total protection, probibly surrounded'by fences
and barriers and managed by man, aiiled bv is much scientific know-
ledge as_ he can acquire to replace the liws of nature, which are
progressively being thrown out of operation. The restriciion of wild
animals in sanctuaries allocated for the purpose is not an illogical plan
and.would, rlo doult, sltisfy many conflitting claims that-co*ir.t.
for the use of land. What is illogical ii that the Kirya Game Department
is inadequately staffed and equipped to prevent ihe extensive damage
to. crops, property and, livestock done by wild animals in places not
allocated for their total protection, whill within the sanctuaries the
denizens are by no means safe from destruction wrought by native
poachers.

These are. only some of the conundrums that confound any
preservation plan, and they will continue to be thrown backwardi
and forwards between wisdom and expediency. The glaring fact
remains that wild animals in Kenya can no 

-longer tike ci're of
themselves, nor can they survive if the agencies disigned for their
protection.haye- to operat€ unsuccessfully on shoe-stririg finance and
without scientific knowledge and researcli.

Perhaps. the despair which is implicit in my observations on the
game situation in Kenya is the last stige that hai to be reached before
there is a-change of heart; I hope it is. If not, Kenya will lose its
unique 1'ltural and aesthetic heritage of wild life- and one of the main
pillars of its economic structure.

The decline in wild animal populations and the insecurity of areas
schedul* for their protection iJnot confined to Kenya. Th6 po[tical
winds .of change bJowlnB across Africa have caused uncertaiilty and
misgivings- as to. the future of wild life in the Congo Republic, in
Somaliland, and in other African Territories. If, in t[is scramble for
.speedy political po-wer,-no thought is given to sa-ving wild life, it will
be a disaster extending far beyond the s-hores of Africa] The abundant
wealth and variety of wild life with which Africa is endowed is a greater
heritage than any-other continent can claim. Once destroyed", wild
animals can never be recreated.

It is for these reasons that all nations should be concemed with
the survival of wild life in African Territories. In the words of
King. George YI, 'lThg wild life of today is nor ours to d.ispose of as
we please; we hold it in trust; we musf account for it to fhose who
come after." I was therefore most encouraged by the endeavours and
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decisions of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature

and Natural Resources, as confirmed by resolutions passed at the last

C*irA Assembly held in'Warsaw. As a deleg_1te.to.this conference

I was impressed with the interest taken by the United Nations in the

;r;d;'i"" oi wild life. Following a resolution of a conference of
[t. i.t.C.N. in 1958, the United Naiions Secretariat is now preparing

a tist of Nationaf-Pirks all over the world. Any country that has

orogressed to the stage of preserving wild animal habitats on a natlonal
[t"iii, *ifi 

"ow 
also h"ave the distincion of having such places recognised

in an international list.

Moreover, the Varsaw Conference initiated a programme for
Africa which i hop. will lead to more technical aid for those territories

*t i.t ".ia it. 
This technical aid will, I hope, take the- fo1ry 

-of
scientific advice, research and finance, through the agencies of U'N'O',
all ofwhich are vital in any long range preservation plan.

In addition to the prospect of technical aid, I also have tropjs of
inviiing specific contri6utions from international sources, to the Royal

N"tio"-A'Parks of Kenya "W'ater for Wild Animals Fund"' This
Fund was oDened for ihe purpose of providing water in arid .areas
to save wild'animals from dying of thirst, or being forced to migrate
in search of water and by so doing falling victim to the poisoned arrows

ofthe poachers.

The initial proiect was a borehole financed and drilled !Y ltfowlems,
the well-known construction company, and although the first hoP
was unsuccessful, subsequently another borehole was put down wfuch
vielded a eood supplv'of frlsh water. Contributions continue to
how into th"e Fund iia tne total now amounts to nearly {z,5oo.

The urgent prolects which I have in mind for the employment of
this money include the following.

A borehole in what is called Rhino Valley, in the Western Section

of the Tsavo Royal National Park, heads the list. This would serve

" 
l"tg. area of g6od grazing which is waterle-ss except.in heavy rainy

r."so-tt. Hydr6logical suweys and geological advice all point to very
good .h"r..t of o-btaining dater in this-Jil-.y: A borehole of this

find costs anything up to-{r,ooo to drill' It has to have,an 
-engine

and pump to tuppl-y a reseivoir to maintain a regular supply of water
in a &rinliing troirlt,. A fully equipped borehole and an automatic-llly
iontrolled i*"F"u suitablf protiited -against -dfln"g" by meddling
elephants-costs up to f,z,o6ol and so the Fund has to be increased

very considerably'befoi6 the Tsavo Royal National Park can have

enough water.

Another section which is in great need of water is in the far North
of the Tsavo Royal National Park' I have dwlYs- hoped that water
might be impounded in the lower reaches of the Tiva River at
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Ndiandaza, where it would provide watering for a very large area
which is otherwise dry for years on end. Suiveys and investi[ations,
however, revealed that a large dam is not feasible, but that iha[ow
b_oreholes might be successful. Tests are being continued, and,
if the prospe-cts of find_ing water are good, this arei will merit a high
priority for allocations from the Water Fund.

Another ploject,_ which has already been partly completed, is
to draw water from the pipeline supplying water tb th6 Murki Kyanite
Mine in the Western Section of the Tsavo Royal National 

-park.

By the kind permission of the directors of G.F.K. Refractories Ltd.,
two water-holes have been constructed on the thirteen mile route
between the Tsavo river and the Mine. These have proved immensely
popular with all kinds of animals, and have ensured a wider distribution
of the grass-eaters. Money for these water-holes has come from the
proceeds of selling souvenirs made by Warden Marshall out of butts
and tips of ivory recovered from poachers. Ivory plaques bearing
pictures 9l anlmals artistically painted by Paulin6 Clay, and ivor!
paper weights inlaid with a National Parks badge, have 

-been 
put on

sale at various hotels throughout Kenya. Tha contributioni from
this source have already amounted to over d6oo, which is very
commendable. !7ell over half this amount has been raised by Mr. and
Mrs. Miller of Mac's Inn, Mtito Andei.

Subject to a careful and scientific assessmenr of what the habitat
will carry, _there_is no limit to the provision of additional water supplies
in many of the Royal National Parks of Kenya, as the most immidiate
practical means of saving wild animals.
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NAIROBI ROYAL NATIONAL PARK

. 
The 

-Nairobi Royal National Park is unique in the world. It is
lrnique for the surprising number of animals ihat can be seen within
its boundaries, end it is unique because it is almost part of Nairobi
itself. visitors often remark *ith astonishment that witihin twenty-four
hours of leaving London they are in the haunts of wild lions.

. Pioneers who pitched their tents round the railhead called Nairobi
rn r9oo, were nor surprised to share their camps with wild animals.
It was then a wild country. But in this age of ripid air travel, no-one
normally expects to s_ee lions and other game oh his way fiom the
airport to the Ciry. Interesting as this may be, it has itj problems.
Obviously people must be allowed to visit the lions in their ianctuarv
!o,lt g [6nt must be prevented from inspictingih; p.;p6l;;treii?',j;
A reliable fence is the only solution.

Experiments have proved that barbed, electrified, or normal fences
are useless. A herd of zebra or wildebeeste stampeding from a lion
ryitt U19aJ< through any standard type of fence. A wire- mesh of the
charn-lrnk pattern mounted on top of a bund, or bank of eafth, has
s_g.far proygd to be the only reliabie barrier. Early last year Warden
Ellis carried our some experiments with this typd of fencine, usine
one section 5 ft. high of io gauge weldmesh airh a"other;.Ai;-o?
galvanisgd wire 5 ft..high of the chain-link pattern. Both lengths were
m.ost 

- 
effective 

- 
against all animals, excdpt small rodentsl Zebra,

wildebeeste and wart hog- were seen tryinf to get through the fence,
but without success. The weldmesh- did nol break iven when a
wildebeeste, pursued by a lion, crashed at full speed into it. These
two experimental lengths were not mounted on top of a bund, but
proved to 9-e infinitely more successful than any'standard type of
fencing. When eventually the bund has been cbnstructed anh the
fence placed on top, I am-convinced that it will form a really reliable
barrier.

The total length of the boundaries which have to be fenced is
twenty--five miles, lut not much more than half of this will require
a bund. The remaining portion is well within a forested zone, w^he.e
there is little chance of a stampede. The construction of thi fence
will take a long time, and the bund will have to be allowed to consolidate
before the fence can be erected on top of it. For the time beingit is planned to put the fence on the- outer side of the bund as"a
temPorary measure.

- M1ny members of the public quite rightly expressed a great deal
ofanxiety, through the Presi and in irther wiys, as to the safery-ofpeople
and animals along the main route to the Airport. this ^nerity
constructed road ls regarded by motorists as a speed track and carriei
heavy traffic at all times of the day and nieht.- Unfortunatelv. it is
also one of the old haunts of the denizens 5f the park, and, ,i,itt ort
a proper fence, there is nothing to stop them straying acrosjthe road
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either to get more graangor water_. - Duringthe last year many animals

were run over and the dangers of fatal accidents were very great'

The climax of this untenable situation was reached in the middle
oart of the vear, when some lions decided to make a kill outside the

Fark and to i.*'ai' in control of the main airport road for most of the

iollowing day. Two of the Park's famous lionesses,-namely "Blondie"
*d "Bt:un.ite", and their families caused the trouble by moving out
of the Park on a Saturday night in pursuit of game going to better

crazing, areas across the airport road. They made a kill and remained

6n it -until daylight. In ihe early hours of the_ morning travellers
oroceedins to ihe-Airport were astonished to see these lions sitting by
lhi ro"arii., quite Gperturbed and still enjoying- their meal. .The
airport road'is'a popular route-for joy-riders, and in no time large

.ro'*ar gathered tb ivatch the lions. . Bv "l{-dly so many-cars had

assemblid at the scene that it was impossible for any traftc to get

it.oush. The Police and the Park Warden were surlmoned, and

tt. .ATrpott authorities telephoned to me, in-a final note of despair,

witfr tn^e peremptory demind that unless the lions were removed

international air-traffrc would be very severely disrupted'

Assistant Varden Jolley and Honorary Warden Drewett went to
the scene of trouble, where they found something over 2oo cqrs

clustered in a disorderly array and entirely blocking the road' Thg
police att.mpted to clear the blockage, but people.were so interested

and excited 
'at the sight of the lions that they paid little attention to

traffic rules or the Po=lice. The wardens then attempted to move the

kill "..ott 
the road towards the Park, hoping that the lions would

ioUo*, but in so doing they provoted greaf disfavour from "Blondie"
and 'iBrunette". "BIondil'i althougf, normally a very placid and
piacefut lioness, savaged Warden Jolley's car and bit a hole through
fure metA wing of his Land Rover. These adventures excited the

ciowd all the irore, and made it almost impossible for anyone either

to clear the road or to persuade the lions back to their _sanctuary.
EvurtuaUy, the Police wtre compelled to stop all traffic from both
aooroach6i and to take forceful lction against those motorists who

#eie- blocking the operations. It was tlien possible, although still
difficult, for ihe \Waidens to coax the lions back to the Park, and
;ntonai." and "Brunette", without any sign of repentance, slowly

condescended to return home. One of the younger cubs, however,

did not go back until the following day.

Comments on this incident poured in from all quarters and even

from overseas. There were those who took great delight in telling
itiii f.i.nat in London that they were delayed in leaving Nairobi
because lions had closed the road to the Airport. There were others

*ho p.ot.tt.d very forcibly about_ the monstrous manner in which

Ua '."i-at are allowed tb impede the progress of modern travel.
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Then there were those who said that they much enjoyed seeing lions
on a kill without having to pay the fee for entry into the ?ark. Wh-'atever
joy or anxiety may have been derived froni this adventure, the fact
remains that this kind of thing cannot be allowed to happen frequently,
an_d by.one means or another "Blondie,,, ,,Brunette-,i and aU theii
other friends, must be confined to their allotted sanctuary.

The numerous wild animals that are killed at night on the roads
along the boundaries of the Park, and the danger Io traffic, led to
a very strong public^ outcry. The Kenya Government was persuaded
to allocate- money for a proper fence.- It is now being constructed
but it will take a year oi. more to complete, although-naturally the
most necessary sections will be done firsi.

. Perhaps to show his contempt for the proposed fence, soon after
the plan had been announced a big-maned iion went for a walk across
the !7ilson Aerodrome, and whllE sniffing round a native butchery
came upon the night-_watclrman fast asleep. The watchman woke up
with a start,_only to find that the lion wai standing over him, and hi
thought his days were over. He struck out at the li6n, which ritaliated
by. clawing the watchman's leg. A dog sleeping nearby heard the
noise, and rushed in to attack the lion,luckily diverting-it from the
watchman. The lion then killed the dog, bui this gavJenough time
for the watchman-to get into the cab df a lorry aid *ait u"ntil his
assailant moved off. various lessons were learnt-from this encounter.
Obviously, a- night-watchman should not sleep on the ground, or,
more correctly, he should_not sleep at all when on duty. Secondly.
lions sholld not go laidir-rg butcheries, and, thirdly, 

-people, 
dols

and wild lions, cannot live in the same place.

This emphasises the conclusion which I have expressed on previous
occasions, namely that the only successful way bf preserving wild
animals near human settlements is to fence the-sanctuaries in-which
the animals are allowed to live. I believe that this policy will also
have to be extended to areas further away from human iettlement.
I.t is the only -solution of many problems; problems arising from
the excessive. damage .to crops, ploperty and livestock cauied by
dangerous and destructive wild animals outside their allotted reserveE
and problems of trespass and poaching by people within such reserves.
I. therefore regard the-construction of this neiv type of fencing round
the two boundaries of the Nairobi Royal Nationii park as onE of the
most important.developmentsin recent years, and a pattern which may
have to be applied to many other wild life sanctuaries.

It is perhaps unfoftunate that the fencing beside the main road
to the Airport crosses very flat country. When the bund has been
completed and the fence constructed on top of it, travellers to and
from the Airport will not be able to see wild animals in the park.
It would be interesting for hurried visitors to have a glimpse, through
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r6 N.trnosl Royer NerroNm PrRx

the fence, of various kinds of wild animals graz;ng in the Park, but
there is no choice, because unless the fence is properly constructed
on top of a bund it will not be a really effective barrier.'

As a means of allowing airport traffic to deviate through the park,
a new gate into the Park will shortly be constructed between the Airport
and Nairobi. It is also intended to move the present main gatE of
the Park up to the Langata Road. The new main gate will be at the
highest point of the Langata Road, which will provide a more suitable
approach to the Park in an attractive forest setiing. The circuit from
the Airport will therefore include a fair section of the Park and will
only add about half an hour to the journey.

lytr lg.occasionally come down from the Ngong Hills to visit
the Nairobi Royal National Park. It is perhaps f ust as well they do
not live in the Park while it has no fence along the Nairobi suburbs.
Buffalo in this district seem to have an instinctive respect for any kind
of -fencing. Assistant Warden Voodley, while camped on the Ngong
Hills for nearly a month to deal with some buffalo which were causing
damage to native shambas, noticed that even small bush fences placed
round a maize plantation were carefully avoided by the buffalo raiders.
They preferred to enter a shamba which was entir6ly unprotected.

. .I feel sure the day will come when future generations will express
their regrets at the form of development which has occurred oi the
slopes of the Ngong Hills. Many years ago when I used to roam this
area there were no resident cultivators, and game had freedom of
movement up and down the slopes and across the plains below. There
has now been very intensive cultivation in the Kikuyu style in a section
of the Masai Reserve. It is not surprising that-the buffalo herds,
which_ normally shelter in the thickets of the-Ngong Hills, come down
at night to steal some succulent maize or othei planted crops.

Assistant Warden Voodley found that they resorted to the most
subtle methods of carrying out their raids and dehed all normal methods
{ep1Sn9d to -stop them. Time and again raiders would be away into
thick bush long before he could get near enough even to see one.
After twenty-five days and nights on this rangE of hills, Assistant
Warden lJ7oodley_ felt satisfied that he had accounted for the ring-
leaders and that the peo,ple living on the lower slopes could expect io
have a better chance of growing their crops. My sympathy is with
the buffalo. They cannot be blamed for raiding crops planted in their
time-honoured refuge.

Assistant Warden Woodley's observations of the Ngong Hills were
encouraging. He noted that there were still surprising numbers of
animals living on the hills. He counted five different herds of buffalo
numbering 67, 55, 35, 2r and 15. He also saw rhino, bushbuck,
reedbuck, eland, waterbuck, lion and other species, including colobus
monkeys. Many years ago I saw a giant forest hog on thtse hills,
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but there is no evidence that these animals still survive in this locality.
Assistant Warden Woodley's final comment when leaving the area was

that he was more than evei convinced that the Ngong Hills are a unique
feature of East Africa. Scenically, they are impressivel botanically,
they are fascinating, and they coniain a wide variety of wild animds'

I still retain the hope, which I have expressed in earlier rePorts,

that one day the Masai themselves, w-ho own this land as their traditional
stronghold, will see the wisdom of converting the Ngong Hills into
some-form of National Park, so that they can be protected agarnst
proqressive desiccation; the jnevitable result of too much burning,
trtting of forest, and over-cultivation.

The rhinos which live on the Ngong Hills are not held in such

bad favour as the buffalo. This is probably because they have a great

variety of vegetation on which to-feed and, although they have an

inherdnt *.dlr.tt for green beans, they are not sugh pepigtent shamba

raiders as buffalo. Tliose that live in the Nairobi Royal National Park

have been very peaceful over the years, and in more recent times have

frequently be6n on view to visitors. Warden Ellis reports that.the
cold weaiher in the middle of last year caused some of these rhinos
to stray from their forest retreat out to, the plains, where they were
easy to see browsing on the small whistling thorntrees. On one

occasion four were seen together.
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Two peace-louing rhinos
Photograph by Mcrvyn Cowrc'
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Two of these rhinos evidently accepted some responsibility for
the maintenance of law and order in the Park, and supported Assistant
Warden Jolley in arresting two trespassers. While bi patrol he saw
two Asian. youths Iurking in the grass and gave chase. 

- 
The youths

l.gg9d-it into the thorn bush country, but, unfortunately for-them,
headed straight into two rhinos, which immediately retaliated. Aftei
a quick assessment of the situation, the youths accepted that being
caught was berter than being.charged by a rhino, and-rather willingl!
leaped into the back of _Assistanr Warden Jolley,s patrol truck aii
stayed there until they found themselves safely locked in the local
police station.

I am convinced that rhinos in Kenya are in danger of extermination.
In. arr. attempt to assess the total number, I obtained estimates by
reliable observers from all districts and the total amounted to z,5oo.
By the same means I also obtained estimates of the number w[ich
were killed or died naturally in the course of a year. This came to
approximately 5_oo. Over half of these were assessed as being killed
by poachers. Whel one appreciates thar the normal breediig rate
of rhinos in their wild sta-te is about 5 per cenr, it is quite o6vious
that mortality at the rate ofzo per cent leives no chance ofsurvival.

It is for these reasons that any rhino is worthy of the greatest effort
to save it from destruction. On several occasions rhin6s which had
to be removed from an area where they were doing damage were
caught and released in the Ngong National Reserv-e. Th6y soon
accepted their new home and continued to live peacefully. 

- 
From

a rhino's point of view, it-.must appear to be a cra2y world. people
come into their domain, dig up the soil and plant aitractive, Iuscious
crops, which 11 dry. weather are more than ahy rhino can riasonably
resist. Any rhino that then enters the shamba is condemned to death,
and yet no-one stops to assess who is the intruder. This, to my mind,
postulates the very great importance of developing the use .jf tran-
quilising drugs, so that animals can be kindly and humanely
immobilised, transported, and released in places where they can bL
allowed to live.. Experiments in this field have already proved partially
successful, and with more experience I have every confidence thai
a means will be found of administering the drug in the correct dosage,
so that an animal of any size, excepiperhaps-a full-grown elephait,
can be moved without any injury to iti Uoay or its fellings.

-_ Every;rear in_the course of my duties of administering the Royal
National Parks, I become more convinced that it is not-possible'to
pr€serve wild _animals in an area which is shared by perman-ent human
inhabitants. Whether it is a question of buffaio raiding a maize
shamba, or rhinos trampling the beans, or a giraffe plundeiing a rose
garden, it_ all amounts to the same fundamental arrangemeit, that
people and rrild animals must live in different places. Tf,is, however,
is not possible in the Ngong National Reserve,-where the land belongi
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to the Masai and is used by them and cultivated by a number of Kikuyu.
These cultivators are encouraged to surround tlrreh shambas with fences

and to keep out marauders by beating tins orrnaking fires at night,
but these methods are not always successful. The owners sometimes
resort to setting snares and traps. Their intention is obviously to
capture something which would be of use to them, more than to
protect their crops.

Early one morning a report came in to Warden Ellis that a lion had
been snired on the edge of a shamba in the Ngong National Reserve,

iust across the boundiry of the Nairobi Royal National Park. The
Varden went at once to the scene of trouble and found one of the
famous large Park lions caught by the neck in a very sturdy wire cable.

This cablelad been set in the foim of a noose across a gap in the flimsy
bush fence surrounding the shamba. The lion was very angry, and
it was obvious that there was no simple means of releasing him.

Warden Ellis resorted to cutting the cable by shooting it, and with
a fair degree of marksmanship he managed to sever it with two shots

from a rifle. The lion showed no greit displeasure at the sound of
the shots. He was so alarmed and so angry that he was almost prepared
to accept anything. As soon as the lion found he was. no. longer
anchored, he charged with the noose round his neck, showing his

PhotograPh bY H. G. Drcwctt

The lion who resented a noose round his neck'
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contempt of all human beings by savaging the Land Rover and
attempting to take a bite at the Warden iniiAE.

Warden Ellis had then to go elsewhere for an equally urgent
requirement, and so left two Rangers in charge to watch ihe route
the lon -would take, and also to keep other-people away. When
the Warden returned, he received reports that a man had been badly
mauled.by 

^th9 
1i91. The two Rangers were still on duty but knew

no details of the alleged,ma,ling, although they produced adilapidated
shoe and a hat, which they had found alongside- the wire noose which
had previously been round the lion's neck. -

By searching in the muze shamba, the lion was found fit and
unharmed, but still very angry. The owner of the shoe and the hat
was nowhere to be seenr, although tracks of someone hurrying away
in.fight were clearly visible in the soft soil. A search in the -nearby

village was then carried out, and a man named Mutua was found.
having been severely mauled by the lion on the shoulder and back.
He confessed that when he heard the shots he thought the lion had
been killed. Although the Rangers had advised him not to go anywhere
near, as the lion was likely to be dangerous, he disbelieved them,
and w-ith a friend slipped into the maize field while the Rangers were
patrolling the other end. They apparently walked straighi into the
lion, and to their horror found niir very" much alive. "They 

both
turned to run, but the lion sprang at Mutua,s back and knockid him
down and savaged him. Mutua wastherefore responsible for unwittingly
removing the-noose, from the lion's neck in his siruggles to save himilf
from being chewed up by the lion. As soon as tlie lion felt himself
{r99 {rom the wire, he left his victim and trotted offinto safety. Mutua
q1d tle s.amer- although with more speed, to seek the refuge of his hut.
The jus_tice of this story, if there is justice in any attack on iwild animal,
is that Mutua who was mauled by the lion was the perperrator of the
crime of setting the wire noose in which the lion had^be6n caught.

I often wonder if these old lions who have lived for years in the
Nairobi Royal National Park have far more knowledge- of what is
happening than we are prepared to admit. In this tase it seems
somewhat of a miracle that the African was not killed by the lion.
As his own report revealed, as soon as the noose was removed from
the ljon's neck, the lion was willing to call it a day and disappear into
freedom. Equally, I think it is astonishing that the lions do nbt attack
the.cattle-herded by the Somali tenants in the park. An exception
to this rule occurred this year, however, when, for the first time on
record, lions killed a cow belonging to the Somalis. Here again,
the lions cannot be blamed, as theie is evidence to show thai the
Somalis deliberately pushed an old cow out into the bush, with the
object of having it destroyed. The lions were not slow ro take advantage
of the opportunity, and soon set about their victim. The Somalis
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then claimed compensation, which revealed the motive of their actions.

Needless to say, this was not Paid.

This lust for beef in the Park was repeated a few weeks later'

*t." ro*. lions made another easy kill. Two Masai from Kaf iado

;;;.il..d 
" 

brll from one of the Somalis and decided that instead of
i;6iil ; the road, as they -were 

ordered to do,.1hev wgulf ta]<e 
1

shoit dut across country. Within the space of thirty minutes tro.m

oaving over the purchase price for the bull, the lions attacked the

;;i;;i,;e ih. i,lasai had the doubtful pleasure of watching their
;;;ly-;.q"i.ed prize being eaten by the- lions. Perhaps the lions

r.-.mb.ied thai Masai sometimes spear lion cubs'

The feud between the older lions of the Park, which I reported

last vear. still continues. The lion known as Segenge, who once had

, *ii. 
"bot. 

round his neck and who lived for a long time near. my

t "rr., 
J"iia to take a large family of friends into the Park' There

*.r. ihr.. lionesses and s&en cubi, and they made a v-ery fine sight'

tLiu *.t. not allowed to stay long, however, as the Spivs, rhe two

Ai-fiJr fio"t of the Park, soo, .oug-[-,t out Segenge and had him out

as fast as he could go. One of these days,- no doubt, Segeng.e wlll
eiow ttto"g enoughio accePt the challenge from the.Spivs, and then

ifr.V'*iU t i"e to fi"ght it out, perhaps teaving Segenge in full command.

The African staff and their families who work in the Park are apt

t" dli;;.;;;a ihe dat ge.s which people normally attribute !" $9
animals,-and especially to lions. One evening the wtle^ ot o1: ot-!n:
tractor-irivers was witting back to the labour lines from the I'ark

i-,.rior".ti.t and chattingiamiably to a companion, when she was

iraa.1"ty seized on the kriee by a lioness' . According to h.er account

oiit . 
"fr"it, 

she was minding her o*t business and proceeding on her

lawful occasions, when she suddenly felt intense patn ancl lookecl d,own

to see a lioness with her knee in its mouth. The story takes a llttle
f.fi."itg, 

-U.."rt. it *y case, being dtt|, I wonder how she could

;;;; r;;?;;tlt what tire lioness wis doing, but there.is no question

i-h;iril;;an'certainly had four serious cuts on her knee obviously

made bv the front teeth of a lion. She described how she yelled and

"iin. 
ri*. iir". t i the lioness on the head until it ran away. _. Another

ar.i.* *t " heard the shouts came out from the labour lines on a

tG;C; *iirt ,t i obiect of rendering assistance, lut 1q soon as he

;;tc.d t. mii a big lion and proriptly retreated to his hut' The

;;;;;iil it. ui.ytr. was found wirere it had been abandoned and

ihe saaate h"ad been 
-chewed up. The woman was taken to hospital

and quickly recovered from the encounter, which was more a case

"f 
,fr6it t(* of inlury. I believe the story to be substantially true,

although I cannot'unherstand why this fibness resorted to :Il-"
strarrgE method of attack, unless it was merely a youngster en,oylng

a prank.
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In days gone by, very few Africans would ever dare to walk through
lion couritry at night, and, if they did, they made a lot of noise and
were usually armed with spears and other weapons to protect themselves'
It is therefbre an interesting development in the relationship between
man and beast that this woman, knowing that she was in the lion's
stronghold, should have felt no fear when walking about in the dark.
I think it unlikely that she will attempt to do so again.

I find that as visitors to a National Park increase, the more people
expect the animals to behave like circus pets or zoo celebrities. _A large
p,aity of American travellers, who went through the length of Africa
try ciravan, descended on the Nairobi Royal National Park one Sunday
morning. The Warden found their caravans parked near a waterhole.
An eldeily lady was crouched in the bushes near the water with camera

J:oised, while her husband stood by munching biscuits. On being
'nsked why they were breaking the Park Regulations, the ladV
immediateiy replied, "My man, I was told that if I came to this
waterhole at 9.jo a.m. I would find the lions drinking here-it is now
ten minutes past ten and they have not arrived." For a moment the
Warden wondered whether he should take action against the lions for
not keeping an appointment.

Photograph by H G. Drewctt

A cheetah is faster than a lion.
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Photograph by R. Hutton of The East African Standard.

One of the most dramatic photographs of a tragedy in the wilds
appeared in the East African Standard and provoked a great deal of
controversy. With the permission of the East African Standard
I reproduce this photograph of lions killing a wildebeeste. On the
one hand, people expressed horror at such a scene being photographed.
On the other hand, others praised it for being incredible, astonishing,
and of great scientific interest.

The lions involved in this scene of torture are some of "Brurette's"
family who had not yet acquired the full skill of hunting on their own.
How it was possible for the unfortunate wildebeeste to withstand this
onslaught remains unexplained. It seems even more unlikely that
three lions could pounce on a wildebeeste without bringing it to the
ground with the weight of the impact. The photographer who caught
this scene related that the adventure went on for a considerable period,
and the victim became entirely rigid in utter despair. Although
I was one of those who disagreed with the publication of this photograph
in the public press waiting to greet thousands of readers ai breakfait-
time, I feel it is correctly the kind of photograph that should be
reproduced in a Repoft ofthis kind, and I am indebted to the photo-
grapher, Mr. R. Hufton, for allowing it to be used.

The following iottings are taken from the Warden's diary for
the period.
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Some lions killed a young giraffe near the Somali bomas' This
does not happen very often in this well-stocked game area.

A lioness was seen to make a most determined chase after three
cheetah, but was completely outpaced.

Two serval cats were surprised early one morning on a freshly-
killed female impala. The scene of the liill was-in long grass alongs:ide

a road, and it ivas obvious that the doe had been ambushed. The
surprising thing was the size of the victim as compared with -the.size
of ihe kiliers, aird also the fact that one of the serval cats was black.

A total oftwenty-four bushbuck were seen in an afternoon in a tour
round the forest section of the Park. This is mainly due to clearing
the grass and bush at the roadside, which has been a .very gre.at

impr-ovement both for the denizens of the Park and for the visitors to it.

The carcass of a large bull giraffe was found at the bottom of one

of the gorges in the Ngong National Reserve. The animal's neck was

broken] aid it war obiioui that while standing on the edge of the- cliff
it had bver-balanced in an effort to reach down to feed from a bush
growing out ofthe side ofthe gorge.

Bushbuck are more Plentiful

Photograph by H. G. Drewett,
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A lioness exercised herself by chasing a motor scooter along the
main airport road. The scooter proved to be the faster.

Two leopards,_captured in the Nanyuki area by Mr. Carr Hartley,
were released in the Makoyeri Gorge during July, where they settled
down and have since been seen by a numbei of visitors.

On two occasions jackals were seen to attack young impala. On
one of these occasions the jackals, despite the efforri of the d6e impala,
killed the youngster, and were then themselves robbed oftheir prey by
a hyaena that had been atracted to the scene by the noise of tlie d'ghi.

Very few ostrich nests have been seen during the period, and only
ten chicks hatched, of which none survived. This bears pooi
comparison with the previous year, when there was an exceptionally
good hatch and rearing of ostrich chicks. A nest with what-must b-e
nearly a record number of eggs, namely fifty-two, was found near
Eland's Hollow. Twenty-two of these eggs were being covered and
thirty discarded. Only two chicks hatched from this clutch, but were
soon killed by jackals.

In November, after a heavy storm of rain with thunder and
lightning, two dead kongoni were found lying side by side in the
Lone Tree area. Both animals appeared to have been in a fit condition
and there was nothing to indicate the cause of death. It can only be
assumed that they were struck by lightning.

In March of this _year a farmer at Eburru caught a three-quarter
grown female leopard in a box trap. Leopards cannot be allowed to
roam in a farming district, and so he offered it to the National parks
for release. His offer was gratefully accepted and transport was sent
to collect it. The trap was re-set, and a few days later the farmer
was again _on the telephone to say that he had trapped a young male
leopard. It was also collected and the trap re-set. 

- 
The following day

the farmer.phoned again to say that he had captured a third young
leopard, this time another female. Again the lourney was mide to
Eburru to collect the young animal and bring it to the park Head-
quarters to join its brother a-rrd sister, which wEre being kept in a cage
fol the time being. By this time the cage was gettilg overcrowd6d
with leopards. On the morning of the folowing day, the farmer,s
wife_ phoned again very excitedly ro say rhar thet hail captured the
mother leopard, and they themselves were bringing it tb Nairobi.
In due course they arrived, and the mother was transfErred to the cage
where she was greered most joyfully by her three cubs. The whole
family were then released in the Makoyeti Gorge, where they have
been seen and heard on several subsequent occaJions. Leopaids are
scarce in Kenya, and all praise must go to the farmer for hii patience
and help in saving this family.
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An interesting observation comes from Mr. B. Irvin De Vore of
the University of California, who has been on a Ford Foundation
Grant, studying the sociology of baboons. In his notes he comments
that many visitors to the Park have probably seen the colony of rock
hyrax that live on a large cleft boulder just below the Makoyeti Gorge.
When he started visiting the Park he made a point of looking at this
colony four or five times a week, sometimes counting as many as
seventeen hyrax eating, playing or basking in the sun round their rock
shelter. In July, he arrived there one evening, but could see none
of his hyrax friends. After a time he became aware of a continuous
noise coming from the base of the rock, and by climbing round for
a better view he saw the entire colony, twenty-three in all, arranged
in a compact V-shaped formation. These animals are usually very shy,
but they were so agitated that they took no notice of the observer,
although he was scarcely ten feet above them. By following their
line ofsight, he saw a rock python, about five feet long and the circum-
ference of a man's forearm, coiled round a struggling young hyrax.
As he sat watching, the persistent cries of the hyrax rose to a loud
crescendo. As the sun set, the victim ceased its struggles and the
python began his meal. After that the colony of hyrax were nowhere
to be seen, but it is interesting to see how these gentle little animals
formed up in a concerted although futile attempt to defy the python.

On another occasion Mr. Irvin De Vore witnessed an unusual
incident with a snake. He was travelling down the far end of the Park
when he noticed a fully-grown silver-backed jackal in the road with
something dangling from its mouth. As he drew nearer, he was
surprised to see that it was a puff adder, about three feet long and
obviously dead. Leaning out of the car for a better view he drew
back with haste when he suddenly saw a very angry cobra, jet black,
about six feet in length, swaying with hood flared not many feet in
front of the car. He backed away about thirty yards to see what would
happen. To his amazement the jackal dropped the puff adder on
the road and trotted over to the cobra. The cobra flanened to the
ground and moved off through the grass. The jackal halted about
eighteen inches from it, and then with lightning speed rushed in and
tried to bite the end of the cobra's tail. At this the cobra curled back
over its body and tried to strike at the jackal. The jackal kept just
out of reach and watched the cobra swaying before it. Then, with
considerable nonchalance, it trotted back to the puff adder. This
performance was repeated many times, and the jackal had difficulty
in deciding whether to go on with the puff adder or return to attack
the cobra. Gradually the cobra moved further away, until it crawled
into a thorn thicket where the jackal could not reach it. The jackal
then reverted to its original intention, picked up the puff adder and
went off with it. Only about fifty yards away another iackal was lying
in the grass and paying no attention to this drama with two snakes.

From time to time small animals, or the young of larger animals,



are either brought in or offered to the Warden of the Nairobi Royal
National Park for safe keeping. It is difficult to know whether or not
to accept them. A report came in from the north end of Mount
Kenya ihat someone had confiscated two golden cats from an African
youngster and wished them to be taken care of. On investigation it
turned out that they were not golden cats but caracals, and they were
duly lodged at the Warden's headquarters. Some time later a bushpig
came in from Voi, which, although very friendly, caused a great deal
of consternation by unexpectedly showing its affection for Mrs. Belletti
who was giving full attention to operating a radio transmitter. She
did not know the bushpig was there, and quite naturally gave vent to
some apt exclamations which went over the radio and caused even
more consternation to the receivers far away.

"Blondie", the promiscuous lioness who fails to take care of her
families, produced another cub which had to be rescued by the Warden.
After reathing a safe age, it was presented by Lady Mary Baring,
the wife of the Governor, to Vhipsnade Zoo.

The continual problem of taking care of young or captured animals
which carurot easily be released into their wild haunts, reinforces
a view which I have held for some time. I maintain that there should

Nernosr Rover Nartouar PaRx 29

Photograph by Kcnya Information Servrccs.

King Hussein of Jordan on a ztisit to the Nairobi Royal National Parh.
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be a properly organised wild animal orphanage, preferably somewhere
near Nairobi, and I can think of no better place than adjoining the
Nairobi Royal National Park. Such an orphanage could be a refuge for
creatures which otherwise would not survive, and it could also be
the beginning ofa very valuable zoological centie where a considerable
amount of information on the habits and food requirements of different
animals could be obtained. This would be the first step towards
establishing a proper research centre and a place for the ascertainment
of scientific information, without which the management of wild life
sanctuaries cannot be successful.

I look forward to the day, which I hope will not be very distant,
when this unique, this famous Royal National Park of Nairobi, while
continuing to be a spectacular game area of unlimited interest to
hundreds of thousands of visitors, is securely fenced and contains,
or has adjoined to it, a zoological centre. It would then be a place
of immense value to Kenya and the rest of the world.



TSAVO ROYAL NATIONAL PARK

It is impossible to report on the Tsavo Royal National Park without
first making a reference to poaching. This National Park and its
adjoining hinterland to the north was the scene, some years ago,
of the greatest slaughter by poachers that has ever been recorded.
In one small area alone over r,2oo dead elephants were found, having
been wantonly destroyed with poisoned arrows. Since an extensive
campaign was waged against the poachers there has been a reduction
in the direct onslaught of wild animals, but the methoCs used by the
poachers have become more subtle and widespread.

Throughout the last eighteen months there have been frequent
reports of animals being killed in different sections of the Park, and
of others being found with wire snares round their legs or their necks.
The Tsavo Royal National Park Field Force continued to operate
throughout the period and was very ably supported by an Anti-Poaching
Team from the Game Department. I wish to record my gratitude
for the assistance rendered by the Game Department.

Better roads for access to remote places and knowledge of the
methods used by the poachers has enabled our officers to deal with
poaching more effectively, but, in my opinion, it is dangerous to
underrate the consequences of this continual destruction. Although
the reports received indicate that fewer animals have been killed in the
Park, one has to concede that a great many more must have been
surreptitiously killed and all traces removed. When the poachers
had less fear of being apprehended, they took little trouble to cover
up their tracks or to remove all the booty, but now they resort to any
device to avoid being detected. The result is that their activities are
not confined to popular hunting grounds, and the total number of
animals either killed, wounded or badly intimidated, is just as great
as in 1956. I consider that until poaching is effectively put under
proper control, the threat to the wild animal populations is very great.

I continue to hope that the experimental Galana River Game
Management Scheme, on the Eastern border of the Tsavo Royal
National Park, will be successful. It has had to endure mzmy teething
troubles, the greatest of which originates from the unwillingness of
the authorities to allow the proceeds of trophies, such as ivory, to be
kept within the Scheme funds. If, however, this Scheme eventually
works successfully, it will provide employment for people who would
otherwise be poachers, and it will show the African population the
value of farming wild animals. When this has been done, and more
effective measures have been taken to assist African cultivators and
stock-owners to protect their crops and property against depredation
in other places, I think there will be a better chance ofputting an end
to poaching inside the Park.
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The following notes from the Vardens' diaries illustrate the
magnitude of the poaching problem.

In June 1959, Warden Sheldrick records that no signs of poaching
were discovered in the Park but honey-hunters continued to be a source
of trouble. After a fine piece of tracking, lasting a day and a half,
No. 3 Section of the Field Force arrested three honey-hunters on the
Yatta. Later, four other men were arrested out of two different gangs
in the Gazi Hill area. In the same quafter a number of Teita moved
into the Park near Maungu and started to clear the bush for cultivating.
This was perhaps a ruse to start trapping smaller game. These people
were apprehended, taken before the District Commissioner, and fined
as a warning. In the September quarter a gang of Vakamba killed
two elephant, one rhino and a lion on the Tiva River, some three miles
inside the Park. The trophies had all been removed and much of the
meat from the rhino carried back into the Reserve.

Following a report that footprints of a gang of poachers had been
seen crossing the Park boundary near Mackinnon Road, a section of
the Field Force was sent out to investigate. They followed the tracks
for about six miles until they came across two Waduruma in a smaU
hideout. One man was arrested but the other escaped. Large
quantities of hartebeeste and eland meat were hanginf in a tret.
The carcasses of a giraffe and a buffalo were nearby. Patrols in the
Rombo district found the carcasses of two rhino and five girafle.
A platform in a tree, overlooking a drinking place on the Tsavo river,
was proof of recent poaching activities.

In March of this year a large bull giraffe was killed by poachers at
Tundani. The sinews from its legs had been removed and the carcass
left to rot. A patrol hunting for poachers in the same area discovered
two dead elephants. The tusks had been taken, as well as some of the
meat.

From Tsavo East comes another report that a visitor saw an
elephant dragging a tree which was attached to its leg by a wire
cable. It was followed up by the \Warden and had to be shot.
The drag marks were traced back to a railway landhi near lrima
Station. The ground had been torn up over a wide area, and the
elephant had obviously struggled for a long time before it succeeded
in uprooting the tree to which it found itself tethered by the wire
noose.

Two poachers were encountered on the Athi River. Owing to the
open nature of the ground the patrol was spotted while still some
distance off, and the poachers made good their escape. On reaching
the area it was found that they had killed a buffalo bull and removed
some of the meat. Tracks of another party of six men were also seen
in the area. No. r section was hurriedly brought up from Sobo to
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assist in the operation. After four days of unsuccessful patrolling it
became obvious that the poachers had returned to the Reserve. Their
hideout was discovered on the west bank of the river and it contained
the remains of a lesser kudu.

It is a very difficult task to find poachers in an area of thousands
of square miles, particularly when they can so easily retreat to their
own Native Reserves where they mingle with the rest of their
community. Unless the Police and Administration are prepared
to prise them out there is no way of bringing them to court for their
offences. In this regard I am grateful to Chief Benjamin of Kanziko
in the Wakamba Reserve, who has shown great willingness to cooperate
in the apprehension ofpoachers.

In the last report of the period there is a record of No. 3 Section
of Field Force operating near Ndawe in the Western Section of the
Park, where they followed the tracks of two men down the Tsavo River,
and eventually succeeded in locating their hideout and arresting the
whole gang of five. The gang admitted to killing one rhino, one
eland and two lesser kudu, and the skins and horns of these animals,
which were hidden in some rocks nearby, were discovered. Two of
the arrested men had previous convictions. A buffalo calf was found
dead near Mwema Hill and it appeared that it had been killed by
honey-hunters.

An ambush was laid for three days near the Park boundary at
Kimethena, and two honey hunters were arrested as they left the Park.
They were taken to Voi and charged. Both received sentences of
two weeks detention.

It is obvious that some of the officers responsible for administering
the law are not fully aware of the gravity of crimes committed by
honey-hunters. At first glance it may appear that these men, quietly
entering an area for the purpose of taking honey from some pre-
arranged barrels in trees, should not be regarded as bad criminals.
In fact, however, in order to extract the honey they usually smoke out
the bees by making a fire with any dry wood or elephant dung nearby.
These fires are then allowed to go wild and large sections of the Park
are burnt in consequence. A few years ago a fire stafted in this manner
raged across 2,ooo square miles of the Park.

Moreover, these honey-hunters do not confine their activities to
collecting honey, and they either snare or kill animals within reach
to provide food on their journey. Thus, after the strenuous effort
of patrolling boundaries, trying to stop untimely fires, and sending out
a section of the Field Force for several hundred miles to apprehend
two honey-hunters, it is more than disappointing that the penalty
imposed on the culprits is only two weeks simple imprisonment.
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Such lenient awards have no effect whatever on poaching and honey-

hunting in the Park.

This somewhat galling recital of poaching in the Tsavo Royal

National park can 5e ta[en as a meie indication of the extensive

a;;ilfi"; of wild animals. It is only a list of the activities which

*ii. 
".iuuU, 

discoveredl how many other animals were killed in the

i;;;;Gli*.; months, bolh within and without the Park, must be left
lo ioriii.t"t.. I have no fear, however, of overstating. the gravity

of this'unlawful destruction by recording that poaching threatens the

very survival of our wild animals in Kenya.

It is difficult enough to protect wild animals from poachet'., "lqit is thereforc very uifortunate that the animals themselves should

r.i 
"Uort 

tittirg each other or die from unusual causes' Varden
Sheldrick reporti that during July and A-ugus.l nearly all tt.rt *P9.ttt"
were covered in fresh wounds and a number died as a result ot lghtmg.
On one occasion two visitors to the Park, a man and his wife, were

somewhat alarmed suddenly to see a three-quarter grown rhino
charging down the road towards them, but before they. could clo

"rrytf,i.r[ 
the rhino swerved round the car and continued its journey

do'wn tie road. As the rhino had obviously been frightened by
something, the visitors proceeded foryq{ to investigate 

^the 
cause

of the trol;ble, only to fuid two rhino figlting at the side of the road'

Both of them were covered in blood andthe lirger one was-getting the

U.n.r "f iti 
ngnt. It drove its horn into iti oppo-nen!9 side.and

actuallv lifted t]he smaller rhino well off the ground. The visitors

were appalled by this sight and they wondered -how they couJd stop

ttre nelit'. Wheir the tw5 rhino became aware of the approaching car,

thev Erashed off in different directions, in spite of theirpreocc.upation.
it i rtory remains unfinished as to whethtr or not the belligerents

survived.

Another tragedy was reported from near Gazi HilL A baobab

t.." fairpo.t i*o elephanti and pinned them to the ground until
they died.' There has^been an increasing tendency for elephants to

desiroy baobabs, presumably through a .lack of. otler ^plants 
to eat'

A bao6ab is an immense tree with ahassive trunk of a fibrous texture

i.q-"i.i"g a great deal of force even to cut it down. It is very remarkable

in"=iit ii. t'wo elephants should have continued to tear away at the

stem until the tree fell on top of them.

Assistant Varden jenkins reports that two male lions were seen

feeding on a seven-to-eight-yeariold elephant which they had killed.
err-i*""*irr"tion of the"carlass and surrounding ground indicated

a prolonged struggle before the lions succeeded in killing.the elephant'

A.j|t i"; of the"eiephant's trunk had been bitten off and a number of
a.[p *"r"at were v^isible on its shoulders, back legs and.neck'. .There

"r"Lot 
many records of lions killing elephants, especially of this size.
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One of the most remarkable stories of a misfortune in the wilds
relates to a six foot crocodile which was found dead inside the carcass
of a rhino. The rhino had evidently died in shallow warer on the
edg-e of the Athi River. Whether it had been pulled in by the,crocodile,
or been killed by poachers, or died from iome othei cause, is noi
known. The crocodile's tail was seen protruding from a hoie made
by vultures in the back end of the rhinb. presu-mablv the crocodile
must hav_e_been feeding on the rhino and endeavouringio collect some
titbits. Having got inside the carcass I suppose it folnd itself unable
to retreat and then suffocated. It was peihaps a case of..biter bit,,.

Rangers .camplng_ on the banks of the Athi River witnessed a large
crocodile seize a full-grown female water-buck in shallow water a;d
drag it into a deep pool, where it was drowned. Another water-buck,
on hearing the bleating of its unfortunate mate, dashed into the watei
and tried to attack the crocodile with its horni. The crocodile oaid
no attention and steadily dragged its victim into deep water.

A Field Force Patrol saw a lioness lying in shallow water with only
her head showing, waiting for some waterbuck who were approaching
the bank. She spotted rhe rangers, however, and ran dd'withoui*4"9 a. kill. This was a subtle device and one would not expect
to find a lioness behaving like a crocodile.

Photograph by H. G. Drewett.
A waterbuch lioing up to its name.
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A labour gang working at Ndiandaza found the carcass of a-giraffe

with a dead 116n rlnderneaih it. The remains were fairly old and it was

imoossible to reconstruct the accident with any certainty. It seems

fikilv that the lion was aftacking the giraffe and in the struggle.-the
giraffe fell on top of the lion. Again it was a case of the assailant

6eco-ing the viitim. At a later Eate two more 
-reports 

came. in of
elephanti being killed by falling baobab .trees. In one case it was

a liree bull elelphant cariving tuiks weighing over roo lbs. One can

hardiy accept that such aiar[e animal could be killed by a tree which
he himself had felled.

One of the rangers saw a large male lion feeding on an oryx' . As. the

ranger approacheJthe kill the lion ran off. A wild dog-was lying.dead
,r."iby. ^ tt. dog had been bitten in the throat and on the back'

The scene indicatEd that the lion had killed the oryx and the wild dog

had tried to intervene, or, alternatively, the dog had killed the oryx
and the lion had come in io claim the prize. In either event the wild
dog had failed to establish his rights, 

-and 
paid the penalty of trying

to do so.

Wild dogs are normally very daring but seldom do they harass

leopards. {"ng..t travelliig on a lorry through to. the north of.rhe
Park saw 

^ 
pac-k of wild dogs baying at a leopard in. a. tree. Vhen

the dogs heaid the lorry they turned and trotted towards it, whereupon
the leJpard jumped oui of t-he tree and made off. The dogs PromPtly
!"u. .fr"t.,'and after running a short distance the leopard.was again

Forced to ieek refuge in a tiee. As it was nearly_dark there.is no

conclusion to this stlory, but it seems that the leopard was an unhappy
fugitive and probably spe.rt the rest ofthe night up a tree to keep clear

oflhe aggressive pack of wild dogs.

Another reporr came in of three lions feeding on a fr.eshly-killed
rhino calf. I ftel it is grossly unfair for lions to resort to killing calves,

especially when there are so few rhinos left'

Warden Marshall reports that there was trouble at his famous

"Kambova Drinkine CIub"' This is a waterhole not far from his

house extensively uied by elephants and all kinds of other big game'

Apparently an oid buffal6 bul came in peacefully.to. have a.drink at

th'e water-hole. Soon afterwards an elephant decided to do the same.

I aitfrrt. arose, and the noise of the encounter could be heard from
the *arden's house. The elephant was determined to be bad-
tempered whatever happened. on seeing.the buffalo near the water,

tre jtrarged and drove'his tusks throughlhe unfortunate old buffalo.
That was the end of the buffalo.

The management of the "Kamboya Dr-inking.C.Lt']".has its
problems. Eailier in the year four elephant found it difficult to.get
[o 

-th. 
*.t..-hole owing tb a "traffic iam", and so took to raiding



38 Tsevo Royer NerroNar p,rnx

Warden Mq*4" qarden instead. Endeavours were made to keep
them out with thunderflashes and bonfires, but this proved a greater
disturbance to the warden's_ family, and io the eteihants t af- uirtat the. expense of the garden. Manv kinds of ahimals oii ini,
water-hole throughout the night and even during the day.

It proves the_ importance of water, particularly in the Western
section of the Park, where. the grazing and other vegetation is capable
of carrying a considerahleincrease in lame popuratio"ns, *arna.fiin.t
the importance of the "Water for Wild aoimats Fundi,.

warden Marshall's plan of maintaining controlled burnt sections,
so as to achieve the regeneration of grazirg at the right t.aroo, hat
proved very successful, and these seitions- attracted "gr.at rru;uii,
of grass-eaters. It is not- always possible, however, td control fires,
since there is always somebody 

-wh6-starts i fi.e at tti. *.ong fLii ot
at the wrong time. An accidentar fire started near the Neu1i Lodee
in Septembe-r, and with a high wind blowing it was impossiEri toin.Stit ,rntil the following day. u7ittr a bulldozir out before dawn and Jl
availab^le labour, varden Marshall stopped the fire, but not before an
area of some 70 square miles was burni.

An interesting sidelight of this fire-fighting exped.ition was that
at one stage the bulldozer was seen being driven madly through the
bush as fast as it would go. when the AfriJan driver was iater arriiened
for his unreasonable behaviour, he explained that he was atra.teJlfa
swarm of bees.

People^working in the National parks run considerable risks, and I
am thankful that there have been very few accidents or traged,ies.
varden Sheldrick repofts that one of- his drivers had an ali'rming
experience when camling in the far north of the park. il*cl-il:
night he awoke to find a lion standing over him. His bloodcur-cllins
yells roused the rest camp and the liSn was driven 

"tr 
- d;"th.;

occasion the Rangers heaid_ something lapping water, and on shining
a to^rch they were surprised to see two lions zrinking from a buckeiin front of the tent. The lions, however, wanted- water and not
trouble, and peacefully moved away.

A similar story comes in from the Western secrion in the first
quarter-of this year. On a peaceful Sunday afternoon a telegram was
received from a Railway station some ten miles north of Mtito Andei.
It read:

..LIoN 
ATTACKED A MAN IN STATIoN LIMIT AND

BADLY WOUNDED STOP POSITION THREATENING
ARRANGE EARLY HUNTING oF LIoN,,.

The rest of the day was spent examining the Mgwata Station area,
and there was ample evidence that a lion had beeri there. The story



Tsevo RoYu Nauouar Panx 39

related by the man who said he had been mauled was astonishing' He
explained that he slept out in the o_pen on the Saturday night because

trii trut was too full oiother people fbr him to get inside. He suddenly
awoke to find a large lion stinding over him. He grabbed. the animal
by the mane and sh6ok it. The lion was so frightened by^this treatment
that it ran off. The injuries rhe man received were out of all proportion
to his description of ihe datg.. he was in. He had a small scratch

over the left ear, a nick at th| back of his neck and a slightly bruised
wrist. It seemi incredible that a wild lion could be so gentle. I can

only assume that the man was telling a good story, or the lion was so

surpriscd to find that the human form he thought was dead was very
much alive.

The Wardens, too, are by no means exempt from lion troubles'
About 7.3o one evening a lion chased,a water-buck into the Assistant

Warden'i house at Voi. The water-buck made straight for a lamp
left burning on the verandah ofthe house. It dashed up the steps and
sprawled o-n the polished floor, knocking over the lamp.and various

chairs and tables. 
^ The lion followed the *ater-buck onto the verandah,

but before it could make a kill the servants rushed out and drove it off,
whereupon the water-buck got to its feet and made off in the opposite
direction.

One of the Rangers had a narrow escape from a rhino while on
patrol on the Yatta. -The rhino charged in thick bush and ev-eryone

icattered in all directions. Unfortunately, the rhino and the Ranger

chose the same escape path, and the Ranger found himself being
carried through the birsh'on the end ofthe rhino's horn suspended by
his web belt. " He luckily fell off, and, apart from a ripped tunic and a
few bruises, he was none the worse for the experience.

During the past ten years no-one has been seriously injured byrrild
animals iri the Eastern iection of the Park, although there have been

many nqu misses. In September, however, two members of .the
rt"d *.t" injured within the space of a week. The first accident

occurred when No.z Section of the Field Force were wading across the
Athi river after removing the horn from a rhino that had died on the

south bank. Ranger A-bdi, who was bringing up -th9 rear of the
column, was sud-denly seized by a crocodile just below the knee'

He was then lashed bi' the crocodile's tail and fell stunned into the
water. Corporal Dubit heard Abdi shout and turned to see him
lyine in theiater, bleeding from several wounds in the leg'- Almost
it tli. r"*. moment he sai the crocodile in shallow water about two
y"ra, 

"*"y 
and promptly shot it. After a short spell in hospital Abdi

was able to resume his duties.

The second accident occurred at Ithumba when a labourer named

Kioko was bicycling to the nearby Wakamba Reserve one Sunday

"fi.*oo". On rouiding a corner, about a mile from the camp, he
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saw a rhino in the middle of the road. As his bike had no brakes he
could not avoid running into the rhino. He was badly gored in the
leg and gtoin,. but managed to crawl to within 5oo y".d, "of tt. ."*p
before collapsing. _ LucEly, his cries for help viere ireard, and he wa's
fbund and carried back to the camp.

The Assistant warden was away on safari and the only vehicle in
camp was a Ferguson tractor and trailer. Although it was getting dark,
the driver of the tractor decided to take the inj-ured mari to Warden
Alexander's camp some 3o miles away. The journey took foui hours
over a rough bush track, and the driver must be commended for
manipulating the tractor and trailer without lights, and through
country that was full of elephants at the time.

Having arrived at warden Alexander's camp, Kioko was transferred
to a lorry and driven to Voi Hospital, wheri they were unable to
treat him owing to the serious nature of his wounis. He was then
taken on to Mombasa in the back of a Land Rover and given propei
treatment eighteen hours after he had been gored.

.-. It is 
-n-ot 

eve-ry tractor-driver that gets away with it so easily, for
Ward,gn Marshallreporrs that one of hiJdrivers mounted on a Ferluson
actually ran over himself. while driving the tractor without a tiailer,
h. y?.r chased by an elephant and in ordei to get away drove the tr".toi
at full speed. The ground was so rough tliat he was bumped right
out of his seat and the tractor ran over-him. whether it riar wo-rsi
being run over by a-tractor or trampled by an elephant is difficult to say,
but he suffered little injury, and in the'melee tire elephant decided io
take another course.

Any report on the Tsavo Royal National park must refer to a
succession of floods and droughts and various other disasters. Some
sections of the Park had good rain, whereas others had none at all.
_11 Jrr.re of last year there was very poor rain in the Northern section.
Water-holes that normally hold ouiuntil the beginning of July dried up,
and th-e-animals were forced to fall back on the-perma-neni rivers by tlie
end of May. The Tiva river, which at worst'only has water sedping
under the sand in the dry season, was unusually low. The water leve'i
dropped to a depth of zft. 6in. and more underground, and very few
animals were able to reach it, except the elephaits, whose iob ii is to
make holes in the sand.

.. A special team oflabourers were stationed along this sand river to
dig waterholes, but the competition to reach the ivater was so great
*.., TlnV were fi.lled in by fiantic rhinos before they could be of"use.
The labour gang, howevei, managed to make e.ro,_r[h water available
to save a large number of rhinos and other animals from dying of thirst.

Rainfall records do not go back far enough to be conclusive, but
recent trends indicate progressive desiccation over the whole of this
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section of the National Park. The damage done by game in search of
food along the river banks is very noticeable, and a large number
ofbaobab-trees, which have been standing for hundreds ofyears, have

been destroyed. Owing to the partial or complete failure of rain in so

many succeisive years, this destruction ofvegetation, particularly by.the
elephants, gives tause for alarm. If the present trend continues, it is

doubtful if the Park can continue to support its existing elephant
population. What effect this will have on. vegetation generally,
^anh therefore on other species of animals, remains to be seen, but it is
obviously a question thai requires prompt scientific examination.

In June of this year, Warden Marshall observed that there were
fair concentrations of game in most parts of the Western section,
and he attributes this to the fact that many of the species are on the
increase. It is noticeable in the case of zebra, oryx, impala, eland and

Grant's gazelle. What is lacking in all these observations is an accurate
game ce-nsus at regular periods in order to ascertain the trend and
irigration pattern. Thii would mean covering an area of many
tholsands of square miles; a truly formidable task.

One ofthe greatest anxieties resulting from the lack ofrain was the
drying out of the large Aruba dam. This is norm-ally a sheet o! ryaler
.ou..i'rrg some 25o icres, and towards the end of the dry p^eriod the
level dr-opped so low that I was compelled to close the safari lodge
which depi:nds on the dam for water. Advantage, howevtr, was taken
of the lori level to scoop out some of the dried up lake bed and to make
several islands which \iriU provide a very welcome sanctuary for birds,
as well as to grow trees as a wind break for the lodge itsel-f. This safari
lodge has ofien been described by visitors as bl-eak and 

-w.ind-swept.
An! attempt to grow trees as windbreaks has so far been foiled by the
elephants ivho cintinually root up anything within easy reach of the
water.

The Tiva Valley in the north also suffered, and by October there
was hardly a tree oi a bush left undamaged. Heavy rain in November
altered the situation almost overnight, and the scene changed in a

remarkable manner. Shrubs that had been eaten down within a few
inches from the ground sent up new shoots to a height oftwo to'three
feet in a few weeks. Large trEes which appeared to be dead sprouted
again with vigorous growlh. This is the remarkable- potentiality. of
aily dry part ofAfrica, and as soon as water becomes available everything
springs forth to life.

Another task at the Aruba dam was to make use of the low level
of water to construct a flood-proof spillway. In previous seasons of
heavy rain the overflow from ihe dam has caused.severe scouring.and
given reason for alarm. Through the good services of Mr. Squires,
ihe Hydrological Engineer, and members of the Ministry of.Works,

" new spillway was constructed to conform to Proper engineering



42 Tsavo Royer NeuoNer Penx

qequirements. This precaution will ensure that during any future
floods the dam will nbt be in danger of washing away.

In spite of the level of the water falling so low in the Aruba dam,
the Tilap^ia fish which live within it continued to yield a reasonable
product_ for sale. This is one of the activities promoted to augment
the inadequate allocation of funds for the maintehance of the Ndiional
Parks. The fish are very popular on the local market, either fresh or
dried,.but the netting, cleaning and transport of the fish is a major
operauon.

* -A survey of the fish in the Galana River near Lali Hill and Lugards
Falls was carried out by Mr. Peter l7hitehead and Mr. Charles Harris
9f..the. Fisheries Depaftment, between the 2rst and z4th May. The
following fish were caught:

Cyprinidae
(Barbels

Characidae
(Catfish)

Gobiidae
(Gobies)

Anguillidae
(Eels)

t Barbus athi
z Barbus zanzibaricus
3 Labeo gregorii

t Clarotes paticeps
z Synodontis zambizensis
3 Eutropius near depressirostris

I Awaous aeneofuscus
z Glossegobius giuris
3 Eleotis Fusca

t Anguila bicolor (A rather rare South African
species)

Cichlid t Tilapia nigra (Above Lugards Falls)(Tilapia) z Tilapia mossambica (Below Lugards Falls)

. . T.qe Tittpi" in Aruba were also examined and the following species
identified: Tilapia jipe; T. Zillii; T. Mossambica; T. pangani.- '

. When dry parts of Africa become flooded, as they do occasionally,
there are some un€xp_ected consequences. Warden-Marshall reporti
that early in April of this year, when lust under 6 in. of rain were
r.ecgqde.d in two days,-one of the famous hippo of the Mzima Springs
decided to ,go on safari. Many of the gime tracks leading io tfie
Springs_ had all the appearance of new rivers, and so this hippo was
tempted_to_set offfor new pastures. He spent the day time sh6ltering
in waterholes made b_y the rain, but when these newly-formed poo[
be-gan to dry up he found himself about eighteen milis from h^ome.
After a week of roughing it in the bush, arid no doubt getting very
sunburnt, he must have realised his mistake and returned it fuit
speed to the Mzima Springs.
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Photograph by H. G. Drewett.

The Hippo who lost his way.

Another strange consequence of rain was 
-reported 

from the Eastern

Section. Wardei Sheldrick records that following a thunderstorm
between Aruba and Buchuma in November, many East African bull
frogs,rana adspersa edulis,werc seen hopping about the roads at night.
Th-esl frogs hive been found at the Coast, but seldom inland. This
is the firsl time they have been noticed in the Park, and they-must
aestivate for long periods underground and only ap-pear when conditions
are suitable. Sohe of the frogs measure 6 in. from nose to tail and
are equipped with three teeth on the lower. iaw. They are. most
voraciouir^and one kept in captivity did not hesitate to eat large Agama
lizards.

Africans maintain that one of the enemies of the monitor lizard
aararrus albogularis is the Egyptian Cobr-a naja haj.e. This is borne
out by two reports received. On the first occa-sion a Ranger saw

a six-ioot cobri in the process of swallowing a fairly large monitor
lizard. On being disturbed the cobra disgorged the dead lizard and
escaped.

On the second occasion Assistant Warden Kearney was driving
along one of the narrow roads in the Mazinga Sisal Fstate, when he saw

a mioitor lizard hurrying down the road towards him, hotly pursued
by a large cobra. He stopped his vehicle and jumped out, whereuqon
ttie snalie gave up the cha3e and disappeared into the sisal bordering
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the road. The lizard was completely exhausted and lay in the road
for some minutes before movingiway.

Rain, or the lack of it, causes a great upheaval in the animal kingdom
and many-movements result. l,ti. Orurnmond, of the Kenya Folice
Airwing,.observed a huge herd of elephant moving down the Tana river
just south of Hola at the end of Sepfember. Thiy were seen on three
successive days, moving about twenty miles a day. He estimated that
the herd numbered well over a thouiand and covered an area of three
miles long by 

^a!ou1 
a mile wide. At the beginning of October Mr.

Hellens, also of the Police Airwing, noticed the-same 6lephants between
Garsen and Malindi, but by thii time they had split up into smaller
herds and were no longer on the move. ttris is th6 first reliable report
from this region of a very extensive elephant migration.

. .An9t!9r report of-an unusual kind came from the yatta. A greater
kudu bull was clearly seen. These beautiful animals used io live
in many parts of the Tsavo Royal National park and were seen by
hunters of years fgor but in modein times it is very rare to find a greater
kudu in any ofthe sourhern and coastal districts bf Kenya.

The continual movement of game, whether forced or natural,
must cause much interference with their normal breeding habits.
There are several reporrs during the period of elephant calies being
seen miles from any herd and sometimes without their mothersl
Assistant warden Jenkins saw an elephant cow near the Galana river
just after it had given birth to a calf. 

- 
This had taken place in an open

plain away from__any cover or shade. There were no other elephints
within sight. 

, V/hen first seen, the calf attempted to rise but was
unable to stand. It fanned itselfcontinually with its ears and squealed
every few minutes.

*l$s -. i
'i,r'

al--! \

A noisl, grotq oJ aultures.
Photograph by H G Drewerr.



He watched it for one and a half hours, during which time its
efforts became weaker. The mother was very restless, blowing dust
continually over herself, and sometimes standing over the calf as if
to shade it. On two occasions she pushed the calf with her forefoot,
but was unable to get it to its feet. A variety of vultures alighted on
nearby bushes; hooded, whitebacked, whiteheaded, lappet-faced
Rupells Griffon, and one tawny eagle. The noises these birds made
provoked the cow elephant to charge at them and scatter them. Assistant
$0arden Jenkins left the scene and returned again a few hours later
only to find that the calfhad not survived.

Elephant calves are occasionally abandoned by their mothers,
and therefore subiected to all the hazards of the open bush. Two
were rescued by Warden Sheldrick and brought in to ioin Samson and
Fatuma, the famous two elephants which form part of the Warden's
household. These four now make an impressive grouP; the older
ones carefully instructing the newcomers in the rules of living in a stable,
and recogrrising that the vegetable garden is out of bounds.

Temptation, however, came their way in May this year, when
the fouf young elephants met a wild herd between the main gate
and the Warden's house. All four youngsters went off and joined
the herd, which by this time was on the move. The Ranger in charge
of the elephants ran back to the gate to get help, but no trace could
be found of the missing elephants by nightfall. By rr p.m. Samson,
the eldest of the four, returned to the gate alone and woke up the
Rangers by trumpeting furiously. He was taken up to his stable,
but was extremely restless and refused all food. The next day a further
search was carried out over a wide area, and eventually by 6 p.m.
Warden Sheldrick found Fatuma and the other two in a herd of
approximately twenty-five elephants some distance away. The wild
elephants moved off when they heard the Land Rover, but the tame
ones remained behind. Fatuma responded when called, and was
followed by the other two. They were very keen to follow
their wild friends, and it was most dimcult to get the truants back
home.
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A fair deduction from this amusing incident is that once young
elephants, although brought up in captivity, have passed the stage
when they require their mothers to feed them, they could presumably
be released to join a wild herd. It is also interesting that the wild
elephants did not object to the scent of humans carried by the
tame elephants resulting from living in a stable and being petted by
people.

Samson and Fatuma distinguished themselves in March by being
exhibited at an Agricultural Show in Voi. The stand was very popular,
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and large crowds packed in to watch these elephants at close quarters.
Nearly a thousand people paid an entry fee, in addition to the hundreds
of school-children who were allowed in free. Both Samson and
Fatuma, although guilty of running away to play with their wild friends,
made amends by adding to the publicity of the National Parks.

Another young orphan brought into the Voi establishment was
a bushpig. It was caught by an officer of the Game Department
9urgg control rvork at Kilifi. The bushpig was promptly- adopted
by Fatuma, and every day it went out grazing in the bulh with her.
Although the pig was friendly towards most people, it took a violent
dislike to the African clerk's family. For-no-apparent reason ir
suddenly attacked the clerk's wife, knocked her ovefand bit her hand.
Her screams brought several people rushing to the scene, but before
they could reach the woman, Fatuma, the elephant, appeared, and
gave the pig a tremendous wollop with her trrink and chased it off
into the bush. The woman sustained only very minor injuries,
but it was the final episode in a sequence of troublesome evenis and
!!..pig_hrd to be removed. It was sent up to the Nairobi Royal
National Park, where it got into more trouble with the radio operat-or,
and its sojourn was very temporary.

Photograph by H. G. Drcwcrt.

A Warthog belieaes he is sugerior to a bush pig,
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Moving animals from one area to another is not always a simple
operation. Small and tame animals present no great difficulty,
but moving a wild rhino is a hazardous undertaking both for the rhino
and for the people involved. I can foresee that it will be more and
more necessary for wild animals to be saved by physically removing
them from places where they are not wanted. During the last eighteen
months a total of twelve rhino were released in the Eastern Section
of the Park. These rhino were captured by Carr Hartley at Makindu
to make room for a new African Settlement Scheme. Three of the
rhino were marked with ear-tags, for subsequent identification. Most
of them stayed within the vicinity of the Aruba dam. One, with an
ear-tag, died shortly after it was released, and another unmarked rhino
was found dead a few days later. It appears that these are the only
two that failed to survive the tremendous upheaval of being captured
and transplanted approximately a hundred miles.

A total of fourteen leopards were moved into the Park during the
period and willingly adopted their new surroundings. No easy

method has so far been devised of marking a leopard so that it can be
recognised on some future occasion.

It is difficult to tell how far wild animals have a homing instinct.
Warden Marshall records that a cattle-killing lioness, which was
caught in a trap at Simba, was released in the Western Section. Some
three weeks later this lioness was shot at Kibwezi, well outside the Park,
as the penalty of killing more cattle. This means that the lioness
coveredabout 3o miles, or half way back to where she was first trapped,
within a few weeks. It seems that she was heading in the direction
of what she regarded as home.

Owing to the continued lack of finance, no maior developments
were undertaken in the Tsavo Royal National Park during the period.
Some roads were extended and two airstrips were constructed, but
no additional tourist accommodation was possible. In fact, the
Ngulia Safari Lodge, the first lodge built in any of the National Parks,
had to be closed owing to dilapidation. u7hite ants and weather
wrought such damage that funds available did not allow for its repair.

A small shelter camp was built alongside the Kitani Safari Lodge
as an experiment, and it has proved very popular. This consists of
a small banda capable of holding at least six people, but without the
comforts of a safari lodge. Visitors are provided with water and
a field cooker, and they can hire equipment from the lodge nearby.
It is designed for a family who wish to enioy camping. I believe that
this kind of development will suit the requirements of many local
residents who are uied to rougher safari conditions, especially when
some of the safari lodges are converted into hotels with equivalently
higher charges.
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Unless these camps are carefully guarded in all seasons they soon
get damaged by game. It often happens that when a place is deserted
by people, wild animals, and particularly elephants, take over. An
example of this occurred when the Murka Kyanite Mine, an establish-
ment of some twenty houses in the '$Testern section of the Park,
temporarily closed down, and the elephants came in and destroyed
most of the fences and gardens within a few weeks.

Even a crocodile can be blamed for damaging a tourist facility.
One of the glass windows of the underwater tank at the Mzima Springs
was smashed when a crocodile attempted to snatch the hand of a
Ranger, while he was cleaning the window on the outside. The
impact must have been considerable, as it was a small panel of thick
glass.

Resulting from a Wardens' Conference held last year, experiments
have been made with "game blinds". These are structures built
at ground level, so that people can with safety watch and photograph
big game at close range. On the Tiva river these blinds have be-en
very successful. Warden Sheldrick reports that on moonlit nights
he has seen a truly remarkable pageant of wild life. There is something
very exciting abou-t being on the same level as the animals, and yei
having a feeling of security inside a strongly built entrenchment.

Warden Marshall considers that a very attractive "blind" could
be developed at the Kamboya Drinking Club. An entrenchment near
the water-hole would be of immense interest to visitors and easily
accessible from Mtito Andei. There are many places in the pari<
where these simple but pleasing "game blinds" could be made, and
I have hopes ofseeing extensive development ofthis facility for visitors.

_ Game damage on the boundaries of the Tsavo Royal National
Park continues to be a problem, and one of the main centr-es of trouble
is in the l7estern Section, where the Park adjoins private farming land.
The Ziwani Estate, which has a variety of activities, including- sisal,
citrus^and_other crbps, suffers from depredation by animals coming
out of the Park. I believe that the damage done is not as great as the
manager usually claims. The fact remains, however, that giraffe
took to eating sisal poles which are of use for other purposes on the
Estate.

In the first quarter of last year it was found necessary to shoot
three giraffe feeding in the sisal, and although this had some effect
in driving the herds away it was not long before they returned. Six
months later the Estate called in other assistance, and nineteen giraffe
were shot. Even this did not deter the remainder from entering the
sisal plantations.
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Photograph by H. G Drewett

Wh), should a girafJe eat sisal.

Photograph by H. G. Dtcwctt.
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. In.June, 1959, l7arden Sheldrick again had trouble with elephant
in a sisal estate near Voi. This has been a problem ever since the
National Park was proclaimed. A variety oT measures have been
designed by the National Parks staff over the years in order to protect
the boundaries of the sisal estate, but on almost every occasibn the
owners of the estate failed to carry out their part of the-arrangements.

,In_June ry59 a bull elephant was shot in the Mazinga Sisal Estate,
and the carcass was cut up and transported to the National park
headquarters at Voi, where it was carefully weighed. The details
were as follows:-

Meat 43zr lb.
Bone 21249
Skin 1826
Intestines (less contents) 632
Heart 43Liver ry4Lungs rr9
Spleen 25
Gonads rz
Kidneys
Tusks

52
rr6

9,o29 lb.

-r-.11i^..#
. l*

Fhte tons of elephant

Photograph by H. G. Drcwctt.
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Varden Sheldrick comments that this elephant, although carrying
tusks weighing 58 lb. a side, was not a part-icularly large animal.
He considlers ihit a really large bull elephant from the same district
could easily weigh an additional z,ooo lb., making something over
rrrooo 1b., or about five tons.

Earlier this year the sisal estate employed hunters with very doubtful
skill to shoot elEphants coming into the sisal at night. A dead elephant
was found sever-al miles inside the Park which had obviously been one

of the victims of the onslaught in the sisal. Such a situation is quite
untenable, since visitors are invited into National Parks to see wild
animals, and they cannot be expected to protect themselves-against
dangerous wounded animals. Unless shooting on ^the.boundaries 

is

verf carefully and wisely done, and any wounding of animals reported
imrirediately-so that they can be followed and destroyed, great danger
results,

These difficulties point to only one conclusion, namely,- that the

troublesome boundarits must be adequately fenced. Wild animals
cannot be expected or taught to remain within their sanctuaries when
there are tempting crops just outside' An effective barrier between
human settlementl and wild animal strongholds, such as has been
constructed in the Aberdare Royal National Park, is the inevitable
pattern of any long range game preservation plan. It is a difficult
and expensivd propct. I hope to see the day, however, when the
animals of the Tsavo Royal National Park are effectively prevented
from courting disaster by straying out oftheir fortress, and when.they
are successfu'ily protected from foachers or dying of thirst within it.



MOUNTAIN ROYAL NATIONAL PARKS

The event of the year was a visit by Her Maf esty Queen Elizabeth
the Qreen Mother to the Aberdare Royal National Pirk. preparations
fo_r a Royal visit are always exciting and extensive, with the main obf ect
of ensuring that the visit is a success. A proposal that Her Majesty
should b-e requested to open the newly-conslructed road over the high
saddle of the Aberdare range of mountains at first sounded attractive,
but as more details were examined, the anxiety of the arrangements
increased. The Aberdares were by no means hee of terrorists from
the Mau Mau period, and it was known that at least six were still
operating in the very section through which the Royal party would
have to travel. It was also known that one of these terrorists was in
possession of a Service rifle and a number of rounds of live ammunition.

The responsibility for protecting the Royal party from people lay
mainly with Ian Henderson of the Special Branch of the Kenya Police,
whereas the responsibility for protecting the Royal party from wild
animals lay with me. I preferred my part of the task, ilthough the
risks were perhaps less predictable. During the planning for the
Royal. Visit, Ian Henderson and his department made very special
investigations,in the area. A few weeki before the end of;airuary
a decision had to be made as to whether or not it was feasible for thL
Royal pany to go_over the route. Ian Henderson, after careful thought
and with advice from his investigators, came back with a firm answer,
"Yes, it can be done". I shall never cease to admire the detailed
skill with which Ian Henderson handled this situation and the resolute
manner in which he made his decisions. His assessment proved
to be right, in spite of the fact that he had to rely on ex-reriorisrs,
not only to inform him of the situation, but also to guard the route
along which the Queen Mother travelled.

Having made a decision on the security situation, plans for the visit
proceeded with more haste, although not without miny anxieties and
setbacks. The road, for instance, was a problem in itself, because,
although in. dry weather it is easily usable by ordinary motorcars,
it only_ needs a small fall of rain to make it impassable. I planned
to double up the transport so that the entire party could be transferred
into four-wheel-drive vehicles, but it someiimes happens rhat even
a I and Rover-cannot get througtr. I had also to expect that the party
might reach the high saddle of the Aberdares, only to find that thl
road down the eastern side was too slippery to use and would have to
return to Naivasha. This contingency was also covered, and aircraft
were earmarked as a stop-gap.

Jhe. road up the western side of the mountain some years ago
suffered complete closure by a land slide. Fallen boulders anil slipping
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banks had been cleared and the mountain-side allowed to consolidate.

i;;;; ffi weeks before the.Royal Visit^some neonle..qarlelling up 
th,e

ioad, evidently not aware ofhow long before the landslide had occurred,

."ri6a " 
p"ni. by reporting that the road was hopelessly unsafe'

Edi*;'and technicians w-ere -hurriedly 
summoned, but they gave

thJverdict that the road was safe to use.

The Royal Visit, in addition to going over the Aberdares, was to

include a night at ':Treetops", the famous tree-house on the eastern

,iJ.. 
- 

eir"n?ements for this part of the tour were also not without
oroblems. I-t was a particulariy dry period, and water for "Treetops"
[;a; b.'carted a long distanci from-either Nyeri or the nearest river.

Hasty arrangements were made to install a.Pump 
"."d 

q'p1Tg,:g-l{'
"Treetops" iould be supplied with water. { numR lent by.the liw,'='
was of great assistance, although it-Eoke down trequently'- Drrrlng
it. op.i"tio" of laying-the pipE to "Treeto-ps", an unexploded bomb

*m dir.ou..ed neirbi, beiig'a remnant of-the Mau Mau campaign'

A hurried s.o.s. was rdnt to tfre Army authorities, and an offi_cer arrived

lq"rpp.J*iih the knowledge and sl&l to handle this type of explosive.

ii;-;;;-*;.e frightened 5f the elephants than the bomb, whereas

it. W".a." regaried the bomb as more dangerous than the elephants.

ifr.i. ,.rf..tiie fears resulted in th9 operation being- conducted.on

tipioit anh with great misgiving. The bomb was -safely dealt with'

"ria "o 
elephants-obiectedl One more unexpected anxiety was out

of the wayr'and the water reached "Treetops"'

On the r5th FebruarY, 1959, the day before the Qugen.r\1rc.ther
*", 

-du. 
to iisit the Natlonai Tark, neaily five inches of hail fell in

Naivasha on the eastern side of the Abeidare Range' The outlook

** Uf"it and the authorities pressed to have the trip cancelled'

iv-s-;'ctoct the following morning, warden Alexander came over

fr. ;; oiit. n,oo"tain ani reported'dust and dry weather conditions

all thi way along the route. A further reassurance was glven Dy
;'p"n.t'; s'.riitoft, flying a Kenya PoliceReserve aero.plane far ab^ove

tho mountairr, and liy iadio, saying, "Thumbs Up"' I theretore

i"*lri"i piiasu.. i, iending-a radio message back to the control base

that lhe trip would proceed as arranged.

The rendezvous selected was just below the western_ slopes of the

mountain at the entry to the main forest. I wondered what comments

iil-M"dy woutd" make on being driven over the route, which,

;d;h' ahirost on the equator, is in no way tropical' 1l:.-,t:1::v
arrived'at r r.3o a.m. and from there the Queen Mother travelled to the

;;; "f 
the niountain in my car. The iiurney was uneventfu^l' 3nd

Hir Malesty took very great interest in the strange varlety ot plant-lii;r;J;h;;rni 
*1a floil..t which peePed out from under the bamboo

canopy or from-the base of a stately podo tree'
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H. M. The Queen Mother arriaing at the highest point on the Aberdare Road.
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Brilliant sunshine heralded the Royal oisit.

At the highest point, ro,5o8 feet, we stopped, and the Queen
Mother perfoimed the ceremony of cutting a tape and^ declaring. the
road open. It seemed a little unrealistic, as it was so far fromanywhere
and sohigh in the sky. It was witnessed by a small gronp of important
people, including the Governor and the Chairman of Trustees.

From there we travelled across the beautiful Aberdare moorland,
and stopped here and there to examine wild flowers and other -things
of inteGt. The flowers were not at their best, as the helichrysum
had faded to almost white, and there were only a few crimson gladioli
waving at us as we went by. A fine selectiot of hipericun-and many
kinds 6f a/clemilla, dominaied by giant lobelia and groundsel, attracted
much interest. The Queen Mother expressed great delight at the
scene and acknowledged that it reminded her of Scotland, with its
rolling moors and giint heath and other plants that could so easily
be taken for gorse and heather.

Lunch was served in a small banda built for the purpose, directly
opposite the Magura waterfall, where we watched the feather plumes
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The caae urorro ,lrl'i)ffi,.'"^"^cnt 
of Informauon'

of this-47 ft. &ll cascading down in a single leap. It was one of those
magnificent Kenya days when there wai hardly a cloud in the sky,
but just enough to fleck the eastern horizon. All the plants seemed
to glisten in the brilliant sunshine, and it was impossible to believe
that this mountain range had so recently been ihe stronghold of
Mau Mau.

Her Majesty was not aware that Ian Henderson, in his wisdom,
had arranged to have the picnic site guarded by ex-terrorists, to ensure
that no real terrorist could get in and take us by surprise. After the
Royal_convoy drew out to proceed on its way to "Treetops,,, forms
moved on the horizon rising up from the heath and long grass where
they had been hiding and keeping watch. This is a remalkable switch
of loyalty when one realises that not so long ago these ex-terrorists
were concerned in raiding villages, perpetrating murders and carrying
on the bestial activities of the Mau Mau cult, and now here they were,
still in their wild dress and some of them armed, but responsible
for the safety of the greatest Lady in their land.

After descending from the eastern side of the Aberdares, the route
to "Treetops" went through the Kikuyu Native Reserve, and it was
interesting to see thousands of Africans that lined the route waving
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flags and giving a really sincere welcome to the 
-Queert 

Mother.'. I was

i*"*."r.ti imp"ressed ri,ith the loyalty which was displayed by.this tribe,
*niin 

"oi 
ro iorrg before had b6en lo involved in the rebellion which

took nearly six years to quell.

The walk through the forest to "Treetops" was. safely achieved,

and in daylight seviral animals appeared to pay their respects to the
Oueen lvfotfer. One panicular ihino returned many times to have

a-drink at the pool, peihaps with the intention of suggesting that. the

fo..rt *", full of rhiiros. 'Each time he made the same stupid noises,

and no-one was beguiled by his self-imposed stunts'

After dark more rhinos came in, suPported by a number of buffalo

and all the other creatures that make uP the general entertainment_ at
*Treetops". Elephant failg{ t-o P-arad:, and this may have been due

to ttre fo'rest being patrolled beforlhand to make sure that no terrorists

we.e lr-r.ting nea"r "'Treetops". This was. a PitY, bec-ause. elephants

are the mairiattraction and always the most interesting of all the animals

*ho .orn. to visit the waterhole. In the morning the Queen Mgther
*", t"t." to see the stump of the old fig tree which carried the original
;;ii..topr". This was the Vendy House that made "Treetops"
iniernationally famous, and which rvas burnt d9w9 by M.au |I.au
ir, ,o.n. It was also the place where Princess Elizabeth spent the night,
;"#t learn on the foliowing morning of the death of her Father,

King George VI.

I was much encouraged by the Queen Mother's interest in wild
animals and her praise Tor the achievements of_the Royal National
p;;il. As I took iny leave I felt very honoured to have been concerned

i" ttit Royal visit and to have been privilesed lo-e,nigy the charming

ior"p""y i,f 9.. Maiesty. I was indeed thankful that the iourney
;;;r:C mountain 

"ira 
in. visit to "Treetops" had been achieved

without any untoward incidents.

The Royal visit focussed a great 9."1 g{ attention on the Aberdare

Rovat Nati6nal park and by tlie end of March, only a matter of six

*.6G "n.. 
the visit, over I,5oo people crossed the route over the

hieh saddle. This increased 
-traffit 

called for special arrangements,

"rrf 
.*tt" control points had to be established.

Storms on the one side of the mountain cannot be seen from the

oth; ;ide, and visitors cannot easily assess their chances.of ge^tting

ou.r tn. -ut.. A crying need for 
-the 

better administration of this
park is for more radio equipment, as without it communications are

luii. i.r.a.q.rate. I have hopes-that in.the next development period

it-*iff be p^ossible to install hobile and fixed radio stations, so that

"i.ur.t. 
in'formation can be passed backwards and forwards, not only

,uout *."ttr.r conditions and the usability of the road, but also to help

motorists whose cars are unable to make the grade'
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A few months after_theRoyal Visit, one of the remaining terrorists
surrendered at the Zaina Forest Station. His comrade aimed with
a. .3o3 rifle and some rounds of ammunition chose to go on living in
the forest. The terrorist who surrendered led policJ patrols tJ a[
favourite haunts in an effort to capture the armed terrorist, but without
success. .Ten. day_s later he entered the Kikuyu Reseive, held up
ryom-en with his rifle, and fired at some tribal police. They returned
the fire and he was killed outright. These twb men had been in the
forest since M3{.t., 1953, and lafterly had been living in the vicinity
of Track 9, which is not far from-the picnic phcJ chosen for thL
Qu-gel lVlother's_ lunch. It was interesting to 

-find 
that they were

well fed, fit, and warmly clothed in coats &cellently fashionei from
hyrax skins with leopard skin collars.

The R-oyal Visit also focussed a great deal of interest from all
corners of the world on the already famous ,,Treetops,,. Mafor
Sherbrooke Walker, who pioneered this enterprise, decided that'it
would have to be expanded in order to accommodate the normal size
of a tourist party. V/ith the approval of the Trustees and with the
expert advice of Sir Alexander Gibb and partners, the structure was
altered, reinforced and made to hold up to twenty-two visitors. Lovers
of "Treetops" first announced that this was the end of the pleasant
and fascinating atmosphere of the tree-house, and it would now merely
be a kind of hotel in the forest. On the contrary, reports have sincl
come in from all quarters praising the expanded iccommodation.
Apart from the behaviour of some visitors themselves, the additional
numbers in norruay mar the_pleasure of those who wish to sit silently
watching the big beasts of the forest coming in to drink, bathe, fighi,
or carry out any oftheir natural rituals.

. 9u, of the ninety-one.nights during April, May and June last year,
e-lephant were see_n on thiirty-one nighis, buffalo on seventy-eight and
rhino on eighty-four. This shows-that rhino are the most"regular
visitors and seldom are buffalo not also on parade. In addiiion,
warthog, giant forest !9g, *ater buck and baboon are seen o., eu.ry
occasion. A_ pack of fifteen hunting dogs were seen killing a yourr!
female water buck. This has happened oi several occasions." Anothe?
time a hyaena chased a water buck, which later turned round and
advanced on the hyaena. The hyaena ran away. Two buffalo bulls
were watched while they.fought for over half an hour in the moonlight.
One was knocked over-into-the water, and the victor stood over"his
fallen opponent for twenty minutes. Later in the year a party saw
a young_elephant being tossed into the air by a rhino. 

- 
This ii unusual,

as squabtles betwe-en rhino and elephant usually result in the rhino
getting the worst of it.

It is impossible to understand the reaction of some visitors to
"Treetops". A diary note for October shows that the animals which
came to the pool in daylight included several sounders of warthog,
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a good many bushbuck, a lone bull buffalo, H?rvgyg duiker, colobu-"

mSnkeys at d baboons. Towards evening a lone bull elephant appeared,
followdd soon afterwards by thirty-eight more, then a giant forest
hog with two piglets probably only two weeks old, and forty more
buhalo. After-dark tlie elephant increased to fifty, ald many more

buflalo came in and mingled with six rhinos, more fotest -hog 
and

some hyaenas. At the conclusion o-f this,pageant of wild 1ife, it was

describ6d by one visitor as "a perfectly beastly,'tly". Whether he

meant it wai full of beasts or if was not a good day must remain a
mystery.

Geoffrey Mason Smith, the regular white hunter- in- 
-charge 

of
"Treetops';, makes an interesting comment in his-diary forNovember.
Having iompared the statistics oi recent times with those of the r93o's,
he is fi-rmly irf the opinion that buffalo are now seen far more regularly
and in greater numbers. In r93o buffalo were very rarely..seen at

"Treeto[s". To make it even more spectacular, occasionally some

bulls cairying immensely large horns come in after a herd has been

to drink. 
- H! aho comment; that elephant are on the increase, and

every family has a full quota of young-and n-ewly born calves, which
g.ne.ally outnumber their parents. Giant forest hog are also seen

iar more often than they were some twenty or thirty years. ago. Sounders
of these hogs come <iut of the forest in broad daylight, generally

accompanied by one or two very small piglgl! carefully guarded.-by

the boar. Captain Moore, V.C., ex-Game Warden of Tangany.ika,
holds the opinion that giant hog do not hav.e 

- 
very large families,

although at "Treetops"-as many as seven piglets have been.seen
togethEr in charge of one lone sow. It is noi known whether this is

" 
[ind of creche-system, or whether all the piglets belong to the same

mother.

A leopard provided great entertainment by stalking through
underneath the tree house and attempting to pounce on a genet cat,

within the floodlit area. It is surely-despicable for a leopard to try
to catch a genet cat. The leopard,-howwer, was not quick enough,

and the geiet cat escaped into some bushes nearby, but in doing so

frightene"d a rhino whi6h was drinking at the pool. The rhino swunB

round, charged the leopard and drove it away.

December was a very good month for "Treetops". Elephants
were seen on twenty-two nights, thirteen in succession. On several

occasions they exceeded three hundred at one time' One lone bull
elephant, who is known to be bad-tempered, was badly.provoked by a

rhiiro. They were both at the pool, but the rhino continually worried
the elephant. Eventually the elephant shuffied round to the other
side of'the pool and begin drinkiirg at a more peaceful point-. .Th'
rhino followtd, and agaii made rudle noises, where-upon the elephant

suddenly turned roun-d and squirted a trunkful of water at his per-
secutor. The rhino then wenf off squealing into the forest.
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"Treetops" is situated in a salient of the Aberdare Royal NationaJ
Park, which is surrounded by farms and Native Reserve. This
necessitated the construction of a reliable barrier round the salient to
prevent the forest-dwellers coming on ro the farms and causing damage
to plantations and danger to people. A ditch, seven miles long,
was dug round the boundary and completed in 1959. As soon as
the animals inside the forest realised that they were being hemmed in,
it was not long before they learned to negotiate any wtak places in
the ditch. It seemed that the ditch was going to be a failure, so it
was decided to suppoft it with an electrified fence on the forest side.
Experiments proved this method to be futile, as the elephants easily
pulled up the posts.

A barbed and stranded fence was then put along the bottom of
the ditch, which was far more effective. Some stretChes of the ditch
were also covered with bushes, which also improved effectiveness.
No doubt this suggested to the elephants and their friends that it was
some kind of traditional game pit, and they were frightened to cross.

By the end of 1959 these various methods were accepted as successful
and very few animals got out of the Park, and in time I believe they
will give up trying to cross the ditch.

There are, however, two sides to a barrier, and some wandering
animals were prevented from entering the Park by their normal routes.
The most dramatic of these experiences was when a herd of thirty
elephants, mostly cows and calves, migrating from Mount Kenya
and using their traditional route past "Treetops", found themselves
outside the forest salient and unable to get in. AII available rangers
and labourers were mustered in an attempt to drive the herd across
a section of the ditch which had been broken down for the purpose.
After many hair-raising experiences and close shaves, the plan failed
dismally, with the Warden, Rangers, and the labourers completely
routed and in full retreat.

A second breach was made further along the ditch and the per-
formance was repeated. This second attempt ended in disaster
when the herd encountered a labour gang still working on the ditch,
in blissful ignorance of the approaching herd. Realisation of their
peril was forced upon them by a terrifying scream of rage fiom one
of the elephants, poised on the brink of the ditch above their heads.
As one man they ran for their lives, leaving behind a variety of hats,
shirts, coats and the rest. The angry elephants, surprised by the
fleeing labourers and frustrated by the ditch, vented their feelings
on articles of clothing in full view of the owners who had taken refuge in
nearby trees. For some seconds items of apparel were seen flying
in all directions, thrown about by the elephants. All but one hat
and one coat were later recovered, and these latter are believed by
the Rangers to be still in the possession ofthe elephants.
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The herd continued northwards through several farm fences,
and were next seen standing on the road a few yards outside the gate
to "Treetops", only five minutes before the "Treetops" party was due
to arrive. 

-With 
gieat difficulty and danger the gate was opened and

an attempt made io drive the herd through, but this also failed. The
"Treetopi" hunter in charge made a comment in his diary to 

-the 
effect

that wh6n he arrived with his party to enter the "Treetops" salient,
he saw Warden Voodley, rather red-faced, exhausted and worried
by his recalcitratt proftg1s, but his attention was undoubtedly diverted
by the party going to "Treetops", for it consisted of famous mannequins
from London.

The mannequins went to "Treetops" and the elephants were left
to seftle down. A close watch was maintained for the following two
days and nights, after which they found their own way round the end
of-the ditch and into the Park. Until such time as these wise old
animals learn that their traditional route from Mount Kenya to the
Aberdares has been closed, there will be these occasional troubles.

I have previously postulated that game protection areas, especially
those bord-ering on farming land or centres of human activity, will
have to be fenced so that the animals cannot get out and people cannot
get in unlawfully. This ditch round the "Treetops" salient is proving
io be a successful barrier. I regard it as a very important development
in the management of wild life areas.

*
h

it r:-&

Seuctory BirC,
Photogreph by H. G. Drewett.
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Golden crested cranes.

Birds are not often mentioned by visitors to ,,Treetops,,, and yet
there are many-to be seen. The diary note for the firs't q;i;.';i
this year contributed by Mr. Errol G. Whittall, points ouf that the
most spectacular_ birds seen at "Treetops,, on a two-day visit were
a Crowned Hawk Eagle and a Bateleur Eagle. He remarks that the
first is one of the biggest eagles in Africa, ind was obviously nestins
somewhere nearby. The nest, or eyrie, often attains huge dimensionl
and is placejl. in a high forest tree, where the eggs arl laid during
February. This eagle lives on_ the tree hyrax and--young monkeys oT
all species. The Bateleur Eagle is usualty the bird of i-he low thorn
country, the Northern Frontier and the Coast province, and is dis-
tinguished by its superb_ mastery of flight, having twenty-six primaries
and a very short rail. Its__swoop is lilie that of a six-inlh shitt falling
through _the air. From "Treetops,, it is easy to see one of thesE
graceful birds swinging wildly in the north-eastern wind without effort,
sometimes near the uees, and at the next moment carried up o., a
thermal far above the pool.

Other birds seen bv Mr. Whittall on this short visit to Treetops
include:-
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European Stork (White Stork)
Great White Egret
Wood Ibis
Grey Heron
Curlew SandpiPer
Linle Stint
African snipe
Redbill Duck
Yellowbill Duck
Grey l7agtail
Emerald Cuckoo
Green Pigeon
Ring-necked Dove
Dusky Flycatcher
Whiteye and Green WhiteYe
Reichenow's Weaver
African Wood Owl (Call "Where are you")
Pale Chanting Goshawk
Crowned Hawk Eagle
Black shouldered Kite
Silvery cheeked Hornbill
Wood Hoopoe
Red Billed Hornbill
Cinamon-breasted Bee-eater
Hartlaub's Turaco
Scaly Francolin
Red-rumped Swallow
Anteater Chat
Stone Chat
African Citril
Hammerkop
Black Headed Oriole
Thick-billed Weaver
Green Forest Bulbul
Hobby
Black Throated HoneY Guide
Black Breasted Harrier-eagle
Red eyed Dove
Vood Sandpiper
Brown-backed Scrub-robin
Robin chat
Cape Thrush-Olive thrush
Vhite-browed Robin Chat (The Cossypha and the finest songster

and mimic in Kenya)
Speckled Mousebird (Colie)
Paradise Flycatcher
Bulbul
Red and Yellow Barbet
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Woodpeckers
Cisticola (These birds sing in duet, the male utters "Gracie" and

the female says "Field")
Bou Bou Shrike (otherwise known as "Bell Bird", "Rain bird"

or "Anvil Bird").
Verreaux's Eagle Owl
Bateleur Eagle
Augur Buzzard
Jackson's Whydah
Malachite Sunbird
Double Collared Sunbird (Eastern)
Variable Sunbird
Yellow-billed Oxpecker (seen on bushbuck)
African Rock Martin
Yellow Billed Kite
Crested Hawk Eagle
Spekes W'eaver
Puff Back Shrike
Masai Red Headed Parrot
Olive Pigeon
Red Fronted Tinker Bird
Harrier Hawk
Streaky Seed Eater
Rough \0Uinged Swallow

I

Augur Buzzard

Photograph by H. G. Drcwctt.
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African Rangers seldom take any interest in birds' They are,

however, acquir-ing a good knowledge about the-lgggt.mammals'
The Ranger ForcJpat.otling the Aberdare National Park is made.up
of a mixid group oT different tribes, some of which are ex-terrorists
from the M"au iVlau period. These ex-terrorists .are. Proving to be

really capable, loyal ind excellent workers. Their life is not easy,

becalse ihey trave to know enough about wild animals to protect
themselves. 

' 
Some Rangers who were stationed along the game ditch

ofposite one of the va'iuable coffee farms to Trevent . 
depredation,

h'ai an unfortunate experience with a rhino. Durr,q the night this
rhino charged their tent, but the occupants had sufficient warning. to

bale out juit before the intruder went ihrough the tent like an-engine

through a tunnel. Some time later an elephant tripp.ed over the guy

.op.rtf th. same tent and the Rangers had to make another hasty escape.

Thev are expected to have microscopic eyesight, as well as long
ranse vision. A visitor reported that she had lost a very valuable
golfl wrist watch and described the place by- a genetal indication
Eovering about sixty yards of the thickly wooded roa-dside. A $ange.r
oatrol ii the vicinity was warned to keep a look-out for the watch with
iomewhat the same chances of finding a pin in a hay-stack. Surprisingly
enough, more by accident perhaps than-by skill, th^ey found the watch
a few"weeks latei hidden inihe birshes, over a mile from where the lady

thought she had lost it. She was naturally very pleased with the
searching eyes of the Rangers.

The Head Ranger had another excitement Yhel 1 large bull buffalo
charged into his L-and Rover. On seeing the buffalo, he stopped the

i*E Rou.t, whereupon the buffalo turned, charged,. and hit the
ierrv-can in the front of the vehicle with the boss of its horns. It
|usfiea past the Land Rover, tearing a-long gash in the door, and then

."t,,,ty iroceeded to graze again aJ if nothing had happened, within
full view of the frightened occupant.

Elephant have frequently been seen on the moorland, generally

in ttre ivet weather. Ptrhapi they move up to these more open ridges

io avoid the slippery mud of the forest and the continual- dripping
from the trees.^^They are very partial to the giant thistles.which
grow on the moorland known is earduus Sp. Buffalo and rhino are

Ilso frequently seen out in the open, and, in course of time, -I predict
that a journe! ou.. this moorland will include a very much greater

game interest.

The elusive bongo have been showing themselves on more

o.."rionr, and Warde-n Woodley reports- that- when patrolling. on foot

t i 
"pproi.t.d 

within a few yaids 6f a bult bongo, quite undetected.

Vn.'rf tt. bongo saw him, ii stood for a few moments to assess the

situation and tlhen bounded away into the forest. Bongo- have _also
tii, ,..r, on the routes up to the moorland within the forest belt,
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and have not taken frig_ht immediately, but have moved off calmly
into the shelter of the forest. This is most promising as it will bL
o.ne o{ the highlights of this Park if visitors can see and photograph
these beautiful antelopes in their natural surroundings. -

The attraction of the high moorland will be increased when fishing
becomes available in many of the rivers. Although some of them
were stocked many years ago by Colonel Grogan, the fish are small,
and it is doubtful whether there is enough food to support a large
fish population in these high level streams. As an experiment, it w;s
decided to plant American char or Brook trout (Salailinus Fontinalis)
in one of the tributaries of the Chania river which has so far not been
stocked with any kind of trout. By August, 1959, these fish had
attained the average length of 7 in., and Mr. Martindale, the Fisheries
Officer, is impressed with their progress and believes that they will
provide good fishing in due course.

In addition to big game, "Treerops", wild flowers, and beautiful
scenery, this National Park has a spectacular number of waterfalls.
Some of these can be seen from the main route over the saddle, whereas
another group of falls, more difficult to reach, has recently been
properly inspected and measured. With the assistance of equipment
from the Survey Department and the Police, the Warden was able to
make a very accurate measurement of the two main falls which,
surprisingly, come out at a height not far short of l,ooo ft. The
Karuru falls go over in three leaps, the first being 383 ft., the next
427 .ft., and the last 84 ft., making a total of 894-ft., almost in a
continuous fall. The Gura Falls are similar although not quite so
high and leap in stages of 475, r13 and zo3 ft. Unfortunately the Falls
converg€ into-a huge amphitheatre and it is not easy for anyone to get
a full view of them or to take good photographs.

I am quite sure thar the Queen Mother did not appreciate that
cutting a tape at ro,5o8 ft. on the saddle of the AberdaiEs, would be
the start of great activity on this mountain range. Since that date
a great number of people have learned what a wonderful area it is.
It holds immense interest for game lovers, bird watchers, botanists
and those in search ofrecreation, an invigorating climate and spectacular
views. In the achievement of opening the Park to the public, I am
extremely grateful for the cooperation and assistance given by various
organisations and people. In particular, I would mention the Forest
Department, whom we regard as our godfathers in this area for their
tutelage and for designing and accepting the responsibility of a forest
fire control plan. I also pay tribute to the Ministry oi Works for
helping us over many difficulties, like pumping water to "Treetops,,,
and retrieving a road grader hanging over ihe side of a cliff Much
praise also goes to a number of honorary wardens who are always
ytllrlg to assist on_ aII occasions, the most energetic of which being
Bill York, who has frequently filled the gap when the Warden was away.
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Photograph bY MervYn Cowie'

Dr, and Mrs, Fairfielil-Osborn of New York--and W'arden W'oodley at the

Magura Watertall.
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Turning- norv to Mount Kenya Royal National park, I cannot
re-port any development. Finance has not been available foi a number
of. years., and the original plan of ,making a road up through the forest
to the glaciers has not progressed furtherlhan 9,ooo ft. Iiis, however,
a, great attraction ro mountaineers as being one of the moit difficult
climbs in Africa. Unfortunately, a _fa_tal accident occurred early
this year, when two climbers, Sigmund Straubinger and Tony Levy,
were killed on the mountain.

^ Straubinger and T,evy left the Top Hut 15,6oo ft. at 5 a.m. on
Saturday,february 2oth, and were seen nixt by th?ir compani6ns on the
summir of Nelion at 12.30 p.m. They moved on towa.is Batian and
were next seen descending-at.7 p.m. on the South East ridge close to
Mackinder's Gendarme. A littlE over an hour later, their c"ompanions
and members of another party under Barry CIiff in the Top Hut,
heard distress signals and seveial of them went straight off acriss the
Lewis- glacier to investigate. They discovered Straibinger dead and
Levy lying injured somewhere along to the south-east face"above them.
In spite of all attempts by rescue teams and others and a most valiant
effort by Barry Cliff and his companions, Levy died near Klarwillis
Hut when being carried down th-e mountain.

The two climbers attempted to continue the descent of the facein darkness, and _ap_parently selected an unsound belay point fiom
which to abseil. whilst Straubinger yas i,n the process of abseiling,
the belay gave warning of detaching itself from'the rock face. O;
hearing this-, Levy threw himself on to the belay in an effort to holdit in place, but was unable to do so, and both men fell. Straubineer
fell roughly 3oo.ft.-to the scree_below, and Levy fell some lo ft.'*
to. a- ledge. lIg l,"d to stay.on the ledge the remainder of th-at night,
while Barry cliff and his other companions did all they could to [iu6
lip foo_d and keep him warm. Neit day he was lowdred to a laieer
ledge where it was easier to Iook after him. when rescue equipmEnt
arrived (early on the second day after the accident) it was'a'malor
operation to lower him to the sciee at the foot of the'climb, but these
fine efforts were unsuccessful.

There have been several accidents on this mountain. and I imasine
th.ere always will be, but iI is a challenge that is held out to "any
adventurous explore: or climber. Like ill high mountains, it ha'sa fascination. In the words of Shipton relative to E*reresi, ,,you
have to climb it because it's there,,.



MARSABIT NATIONAL RESERVE

In my report for 1958 I drew attention to the need for the con-

servation of watercuppiilt^i'itnt *"i" mountain ranees within this

National Reserve. I p;j;; o.ui;q1. praiti"arv no-road or other

development had been 
"aliiiwea 

in that year' nartlv due to lack of

monev and also because this large area was awaiting its fate' resulting

i;;ih;';;;;;J;,i"*" ;i^ih'--c;" nor'v iommittee' I said

that whatever may be it;;;lt; faunally, no.one tin ienore the warnings

of experts who predict ;lrai;;h* ihe'c"tchment areis of the Mathews

and Ndotos Mo.rrt.rr,r',^it* [iit*J "f 
tneir burden of Samburu cattle'

there will not be."ougil*"i;it'-tt't to*tt country for man or beast

within twenty Years.

This is purely a matter of proper land use' If the catchment areas

were respected for ttreir lntrtireni value as such' the preservation--of

*ifa 
"*rir"ft 

within them would become a secondarv and bv no means

a detrimentat .equi.em.n,""Wttt"-*ifa animals' and even elephants'

are not confined ir, ,*-.U'"ttt* if" a"t""gt thev do to the land and

veqetation is negligible. 
*fit"'la 

""t 
be oti'rerwise'.since fo^r thousands

#"r#ffiff"'rii.i"i, rr"".-.rot d.r,.oy.d their habitat. If the proper

use of land were "rr.rJJ 
in it.* citchments, considerable sections

of the Mathews "na 
Naoitt Mountains could be converted into

ii".i";"i P;.ks, where the game could live in safety'

The whole of this section of the Reserve is at present out of reach

to the averag. t."r.tt..,-ii.* iii"""r"ts a maior sifari to-get through'

That is perhaps tt. g.L.i^i-t".* liit. "".ttr- 
It is stilll section of

Africa which i, .rrrpo-itl'J;J'tiuifii"tio"' ff onlv wise men could

see that it is preferabr.'io"*ttJi ith;;;t;td not ailow the mountains

;;-b;;";+iazed by ."itit, it could s![l lttd" a oristine sanctuarv

supplying water to ttt. i"*Jr-pf"i*' ny t-trr9 mtat's refuges could be

created for the nortnerniyie;i;t*, wltchlave declined in numbers

verv oointedlv in the iilT; y#s, as well as for the stately-Grevy

;:;1.:-it;Iil;i#;;;; trin" 
"ti'"tated 

giraffe' and although there

"iJriir;;y;ith.t. "-il"liit'iv 
too demind a place under the sun'

These were mY views over a Year ago'

Since then three things have happened' The first is that the

Government r,., *"o,i"3ta;;-p;li:t.y ln resard to the Marsabit

National Reserve. Tl;-;;;";a i's thit utry "inttt"ted damage ' by

cattle and goats has;;t;;d on th€ east'ern side of the Ndoto

Mountains. The thirii-s-;#;;;y of the denizens of this large wild

iii;;;;;i;;;. ,unerea ;.tv;;tiltitlv ftotn an outbreak of rinderpest'

The statement of policy by the Government' follows to some extent

on the recommendad; jf{;^e"ni. n"t*y iommittee' with which'

as a member ortne cimriitttt, idiitgree4" In this statement a long

ffi;ffih i; ;;;;;fi;;;-h'i*'ia llnplications of various schemes

for the management ;; ;il ffi;;;,-itiainn to the conclusion that
,,White it is believed iir"'i^iti'"...pi*ci of"the Committee's-recom-

mendations *outa r.rttil.,Iattt-t5n*ol and management of the area'
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there is no
available in

prospect of -th.- additional finance required being made
the foreseeable future."

. Th: .statement goes on to refer to other recommendations put
fbrward by the Game Poliry committee relative to Marsabit Mountlain
and to cr-eating g sTaU National park there and on ttr. Uaso Nyiro
river., After_ referring also to the need to preserve ttr. MaitrLws
and Ndotos Mountains as a catchment area, the statement .*tinui,
thus:

"Within the existing Marsabit National Reserve, large numbers
of wild animals are competing .for grazing directly "*itt ."itr..
Grazing control .schemes are bling institut"ed and ieafforestation
for the conservarion ofwater suppfi6s is required. these schemis,
however, will not succeed unless some game controt m.aru..s
are instituted to re.lieve the pressure ofthe-grazing in certain areas.
Such measures will be carefuny pranned so as tJensure that wild
life is not disturbed more than is essential for the proti.tionof the legitimate human interests involved. Under tt.i.
circumstances the,Government proposes to abolish ttre uarsauit
National Reserve.'

The Trustees have always recognised that the western section
of the Marsabit National Reserve s[ould not be included *itt i" ii
since on the western plains there has been.o".lai."Ufi.onni.; #;;;
cattle.and game for the relatively sparse grazing and scarce watei.
Jhgv.have-c-onsistently maintained, however] that t"he mountain ."rrj.r,
including Marsabit Mountain, should be protected 

"r 
."t.t *.rrt 

"i.atin which g^ame could be.allowed to riv-e ieacefulry ana safety. itris
departure from any previous plan put fonrard bvihe t.u.te6s. oi bv
qe 9arT: Policy 

-Commiftee, now postulating the complete abolition
ol' the Marsabit National .Reserve, with noihing to fake its place,
ga.nnot be accepted as_being in the best intere'sts of preserv'ation.
Altlough the Forest Department has made strenuous endeavciurs
to demarcate the forest bElts on the Mathews Range and to restrict
the number of cattle and other livestock using thi cat.t merrt aiia,
it has not been possible to prevent damage in se-asons of drought.

Moreover, to declare the whole of this National Reserve as a
controlled area in which hunting or the destruction of game will be
allowed in varying degrees, is not a method that can #ittrtt.na tt e
continual-pressure _for additional cattle grazing areas. The kernel
ofthe problem is, ofcourse, to reduce the 6urden"ofexcessive livestock
and.to protect the catchment areas by piping the springs out orr- to
the lower country to give access to water.

National Reserves were established some twelve years ago as a
temporary measure, but always with the object of- converiion to
national park status. A natiorial reserve was the first step, and the
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only possible step at that time, towards creating a national park.
More recently, the Government has stated that "in the last resort
the complete preservation of game can only be assured fully in national
parks."

Thus, the abolition of the whole of the Marsabit National Reserve
is an admission that the claims of excessive native cattle have preference,
to their own eventual cost, over the preservation ofthe catchment areas
and the wild habitat. It is not a question of whether or not the area
should continue to be a national reserve, since the Trustees have
no powers to prevent overgrazing. This decision by the Government
sounds the death knell of the last wild stronghold in Kenya.

The second development since my last report is the excessive
damage to the habitat which has occurred recently in the Ndotos
Mountains. This damage is caused by livestock being driven well up
to the crest ofthe range. In places where I used to see shady springs
and forest glades, one can now only find dead trees standing on
pedestals, with their roots exposed by excessive erosion. The springs
are drying up. The area suffers from a desiccating climate and the
prospect of reafforestation is very poor. It would appear therefore
that the predictions of the experts are coming true within a very much
shorter period than twenty years, and much of this Northern area
is being turned into a desert.

Photograph by Mcrvyn Cowic.

Greater kudu on Marsabit Mountain.



1)

The third misfortune is that there has been a very disastrous wave
of rinderpest. Warden Dalton reports in the quarter ended December,
1959, that this large scale outbreak reached the Mathews area. It
affected buffalo which died in large numbers, and there were many
cases of giraffe, eland and oryx being affected. In his report for the
subsequent quarter he records that rinderpest played havoc with wild
animals throughout the entire Reserve, and was still rampant on
Marsabit Mountain and along the Uaso Nyiro river. Giraffe have been
especially hard hit in the Uaso-Isiolo section. The famous herds
of greater kudu on Marsabit Mountain have been reduced to such an

extant that, in his opinion, it will be many years before they recover,
if they ever do. The herds of buffalo, which were nearly always to be
seen near the Uaso Nyiro safari lodge, have fortunately not been so

badly affected, possibly due to some natural immunity built up from
previous infections of rinderpest.

Thus, the outlook for the Marsabit National Reserve can only be
a gloomy one. It seems inevitable that it will no longer be scheduled
as a potential preservation area under the control ofthe National Parks
Trustees.

A further disaster fell upon Marsabit Mountain. Warden Dalton
reports that in the last quarter of 1959 a fire started by honey-hunters
in- a projecting tongue of forest on the lower eastern slopes of the
Mountain, soon spread into the surrounding area of mixed grass and
forest. The grasiland burnt very quickly. The fire raged for three
days and all local resources were marshalled to fight it. The area
burnt out was approximately three square miles, of which nearly half
was good forest. It is difficult to assess the amount of damage done,
but many thousands of olive and other valuable trees were destroyed.
It is unlikely that this section will recover without expensive human aid.
Although three square miles does not sound large in the huge extent
of the Reserve, almost every tree is valuable on a mountain like Marsabit,
since it helps to build up the only water supplies in the area.

This leads me to emphasise an opinion which I have held for some
years, namely, that I doubt if it is possible entirely to Prevent fires
in any dry African forest. In spite of fire plans and all kinds of
firebreaks and other precautions, there is always someone, such as

a honey-hunter, who is stupid enough to start a fire in an area in which
it cannot easily be checked. Having kept fires out of an area for
a number of years, the conflagration is then so much greater and even
trees which are semi-fire resisting are destroyed. It seems better in
places where sufficient control is impossible to accept that there must
be light burns every season, in preference to a huge conflagration once
every few years.

Nature is harsh in this wild area. It cannot stand the cumulative
effects of rinderpest, fire, and a desiccating climate, augmented by

Mensesrr Nerrolrer Rrsrnve
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excessive over-grazing. I have some sympathy with the native
tribesmen themselves, since it is their policy to increase their cattle
herds, and they naturally cannot accept that they must reduce their
wealth. The day of reckoning will come however, when there is not
enough grazing or water for cattle, game, or people, and it will just be
one more part of Africa that has gone to desert.

This is a sad but inevitable conclusion, more especially so as the
northern area is such a fascinating wild pan of Africa. During this
period I made a very enjoyable visit to the south-eastern shore of
Lake Rudolph. This lake is like an inland sea, nearly two hundred
miles long and some twenty to forty miles wide. Lying in the bottom
of the Great Rift Valley, and bordering on Ethiopia, it is inaccessible,
mysterious and exciting. It was discovered by Count Teleki and
Von Hohnel during their courageous journey of exploration in r888,
and christened "Rudolph" after Prince Rudolph of Austria.

The western shore can be reached by doubtful and treacherous
"roads" serving the outposts of the British Administration. The
District Commissioners, The King's African Rifles, and the Kenya
Police, strive to maintain peace and justice, in a desolate waste, used
only by primitive tribesmen and raiding bands from Ethiopia. The
eastern shore is even more inaccessible. The only routes are from
Marsabit to the East, and from Baragoi to the South, in each case
crossing lava wastes by following camel tracks and using causeways of
boulders which frequently have to be built up as you proceed. It is
always a miracle to me how any mechanical transport can stand up
to the thrashing it has to endure across these lava flows, or to descend
the steep escarpment to the lake shore.

It was therefore with some bewilderment, although with a great
deal of interest, that I accepted an invitation from Selby and Holmberg,
a well-known firm of professional hunters, to spend a weekend at
Loyangalani, at the south-east corner of the great lake. My recollections
ofa safari to Loyangalani at once suggested a journey ofgreat hardship
and the sweat and toil of forcing a track through the lava, and being
satisfied by making progress of between twenty to thirty miles a day.
This time I was to fly direct from Nairobi to Loyangalani.

The camp established by Selby and Holmberg resulted from an
expedition sponsored by the University of Miami, where a resolute
team of scientists spent some six months making the first thorough
examination of this great lake. Selby and Holmberg were responsible
for conducting and feeding the expedition, as a reward for which they
took over a sturdy sea-going launch, an excellent standing camp, and
other equipment. They also acquired valuable knowledge of the
mysterious lake, mysterious because it is so remote and unexplored.
It is not a lake where you can take any chances or liberties in a small
boat. Squalls suddenly blow up, reaching a velocity of a hundred
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miles an hour. Only in recent years was South Island first explored
by George Adamson, the Game Varden. He found only goats and
reptiles and the remnants ofa camp used years before by two surveyors
who never returned. The importation of a launch capable of riding
the rough seas therefore opens a new era for Lake Rudolph.

I set off in a small plane from Nairobi, where the clouds were very
low, and we climbed over the eastern wall of the Rift Valley. We had
to pick our way through masses of mist, lying like wads of cotton-wool
acrbss the ridges. Once into the Rift Valley it was a little clearer and
some of the lakes in the southern part of the Rift appeared spasmodically
well down to our left. IJTe climbed again to rorooo feet, over the
Kinangop plateau and the Western Aberdares. Neatly squared
patterns of crops, fenced pastures, forest belts, and an occasional
homestead looked more like a section of England than Equatorial Africa.

From the Northern Aberdares, the cloud mass grew thinner,
and we emerged into sunshine, flying above a solid pall of grey mist,
which is typical of this part of Kenya in August. The high forest
moorland and the peaks of the Aberdares were glistening in the sunshine
to our right and well above us. Soon the ground mist and low clouds
came to an end, and we could see the last outpost of white settlement,
beyond which lay only volcanic desert, scarred by countless years
of erosionl harsh, unfriendly country with no vegetation and not a
drop of water.

It was a relief to start the descent to Lake Rudolph, which is only
rrzoo feet above sea level, and with the prospect of not feeling quite
so cold. The Lake looked like a sheet of mercury, shimmering and
glistening right over the northern horizon. As we passed over the
southern shores of the lake we saw Teleki's volcano, a strange cone
of lava that sticks out like a pimple, and further north the outline of
South Island. The lake was being lashed by a strong wind and huge
waves were smashing against the black rocks of the shore. Down we
went over the ridges, until we saw the faint oudine of a landing strip
and an encouraging air-sock stretched horizontally by the wind and
pointing down the length of the clearing. Several large crocodiles
were basking in the sun on the lake shore, and a few lonely tribesmen
were herding some very frightened goats. The plane almost sat down
on the landing strip like a helicopter, as the head wind was up to
a velocity of nearly jo miles an hour. We were soon in the delightful
camp alongside the springs of Loyangalani.

This is the only reliable fresh water for many miles, as the lake
itself is brackish and undrinkable. This welcome stream of clear
water collects in the high forests of Mount Kulal to the East, a rugged
mountain rising to some 8rooo feet and rift almost into two halves
by a huge gorge. The camp was delightful, consisting of a number
of bandas or huts, nes ring in a grove of daum palms, with every
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comfort, including electric light and refrigerators. Standing a few
miles back from the lake it is an oasis, with shade, green grass and
clear water.

It makes a sharp contrast with the lake shore, where there is no
vegetation. The water ends where the lava begins. There is not
a tree, no green sward, no reeds, but iust a well defined division between
water and desolation. The surrounding country is like the moon;
black rocks, volcanic scars, and yet with a rugged grandeur that has
a strange fascination. There is something indescribably stirring
about being a hundred miles or more from the nearest white neighbour,
and away in the real Africa of adventure.

After a good breakfast we set off for the lake, rods sticking out
of each window of the Land Rover, and full of great expectations.
On the way we had to overtake a herd of over a thousand camels,
used as cattle by the Rendille, and being driven down to the brackish
water in preference to the fresh springs of Loyangalani. These wild
tribesmen lead a useless nomadic life, wandering at will, with no
houses, few possessions and nothing to think about except themselves
and their livestock. The arrival of an aeroplane provoked no special
interest. It was iust one of those things which was outside their simple
range ofthought.

The El Molo Bay, where the launch was lying at anchor, was calm
and pleasing; sheltered from the main lake by a chain of jagged rocks
which protruded through the glistening surface like the peaks of
a submerged mountain range. We were soon on board, and with
fishing tackle assembled we cruised along at a few knots, watching
thousands of birds flying overhead or roosting on the rocks. Cormorantll,
Darters, Ibis of several kinds, Pelicans, Geese, and Ducks of many
varieties squeaked and squawked. About fifty crocodiles were sunning
themselves along a small beach, lying like hideous slugs on the edge of
the water, with their murderous mouths gaping. The scene was
so wild and impressive that it was not possible to devote full attention
to fishing, although we brought back a number of Nile Perch, Tilapia,
and other fish. In this great lake the Nile Perch go up to a weight
of several hundred pounds and landing one of these monsters on light
tackle is an exciting adventure.

The next day we cruised further out to an island, Numerous
birds used it as a nesting place, and it was strewn with many fish bones
and turtle shells, bleached white by the sun, all signs of some El Molo
fishing expedition. The El Molo, numbering less than one hundred
people, are the remnants of a tribe now almost extinct. They live
on the shore of the lake. Miserable specimens, riddled with rickets,
and merely existing on a scanty diet of fish, turtles, and crocodiles,
which they hunt with very poor home-made spears and harpoons.
These pathetic creatures, these human beings with no link with the
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rest ofthe world, were very pleased to take over any surplus fish from
us, or to accept with great pleasure any empty tins, pieces of string,
or any other rubbish thrown out from the camp.

Well past mid-day we were still out on the lake, and our pilot was
clearly showing signs of anxiety. It was rather like being out on
a half-term holiday from school, with each of us knowing full well
that we must hurry back, and yet using every possible excuse for delay.
Lake Rudolph, with its strange scenery, birdlife, and good fishing
had such a grip that it was a hard struggle to accept that we must leave;
each of us perhaps quietly hoping that the launch would break down
or that the aeroplane engine would fail to start.

Vithin a matter of hours, however, we were back in Nairobi,
having spent two very enjoyable days on this wild and isolated lake.
The Eastern shore of the lake forms one of the boundaries of the
Marsabit National Reserve. It is therefore all the more distressing
that this area will not be given full protection and developed as a wild
life sanctuary and as a place where the hardened traveller would wish
to see a section of unspoilt Africa.



A}IBOSELI NATIONAL RESERVE

The Game Policy Committee recommended that this National
Reserve, like all other National Reserves, should be abolished, and
in its place there should be two sections, namely, at Ol Tukai and the
Mountain above Namanga, created into Game Reserves. This
recommendation I was unable to support. Now that the Government
Policy statement has been issued it seems that the Government has
not accepted either the recommendations of the Game Policy Committee
or the views put forward by the Trustees in regard to Amboseli.

It seems manifestly untimely to make any maior changes in the
administration of this area, particularly since two things have happened.
The first is that Providence has intervened in the dispute between
cattle and game by arranging very increased supplies of water. This
was mainly due to a rise in the level of the swamps, one of which started
flowing out some two years ago and has continued to do so. Further-
more) a good deal of activity has centred on digging shallow boreholes
to provide additional watering points, so that the Masai cattle need not
enttr the main game focus to obtain water. The other main development
is that the Masai themselves have become very much more cooperative,
and through the appointment of a local committee they exercise a
measure ofcontrol over the area and take a keen interest in its preserva-
tion. These developments stand in very sharp contrast with the tragic
fate of the Marsabit National Reserve, where desiccation has taken over,
erosion has become much worse, and the local tribesmen appear to
have no desire to cooperate in the task of game preservation.

I have always believed that the future of these National Reserves,
especially in land owned by the Masai, should lie in the greater
delegation of authority to the Masai tribesmen themselves. I therefore
believe that it would be wiser to allow this development to take its
logical course, so that perhaps by the appointment, of a stronger
committee or board in charge of the management of Amboseli, the
Masai themselves would also have a greater share in any revenue which
could be derived from it.

Warden Taberer reports in the first half of 1959 that our good
relations with the Masai had continued throughout the six months,
and he was grateful that the local headmen concerned offered the
utmost cooperation in all matters of game preservation.

Not many days pass, he says, without one or other of the headmen
or Elders coming into the Ol Tukai camp and reporting some difficulty
or discussing some problem to do with the conflict between game and
their canle. There were, ofcourse, several occasions when, in the heat
of the moment, the younger generation of the Masai, usually the
Moran, killed or speared animals for no justifiable reason. These
instances were well dealt with by the local Masai Committee and
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suitable punishments were meted out to the culprits. A year later
the Warden commented that the Masai showed a greater willingness to
cooperate and the local Game Committee were very conscious of their
responsibilities.

The Il Kisongo clan is predominant in the Ol Tukai region of
Amboseli. The local committee, headed by Sub-Chief Lengu and
supported by Headman Lesenko, were most concerned with unfortunate
incidents which happened during the period. One of these was that
some Masai Moran killed a very fine rhino cow near the Loginya swamP,
and they took away the horns. The animal had a four-to-five-months
old calf running with it and this was killed by lions which had come
on to the carcass of the dead rhino. Two more rhino were later killed
by Moran. Both animals bore severe spear wounds and must have
travelled some distance before they died. I feel sure that these
spearings were not due to any deliberate attempt to destroy g_ame

in the area, but simply the natural and traditional expression of the
high spirits of the young Masai, who for many years have killed lions
and hunted dangerous animals. There are always a few people in the
best regulated families or clans that do not accept discipline. What
is most encouraging is that the local Committee takes a very stern view
of any members of their clan who fail to measure up to the standards
required.

The appointment of this unofficial local Committee of Masai has
been one of the most encouraging steps of progress in mamers of game
preservation in native areas. It proves, to my mind, that people,
even though they may be inexperienced, are willing to assume
responsibility and to exercise it wisely as long as they are not allowed
too free a hand. This experimental committee, which is now well
accepted in the whole district, augurs well for a system which I believe
to be the solution of similar problems in the Masai Land Unit.

The attitude of the Masai towards wild animals in general has
improved since the very fortuitous increase in water supplies. The
Simek River, which is the new outflow from the main Ngoni Naibor
swamp, and which I described in my last report, continues to flow
and even to increase in strength. Earlier in 1959 Warden Taberer,
encouraged by no decrease in the flow of water, constructed two
drinking troughs for cattle at the end of the main furrow. These
proved very popular and were extensively used by the Masai. As
many as r5,ooo head of cattle were seen drinking at these troughs in
one day. All these catde would otherwise have had to move into the
main springs and swamps of Ol Tukai, where they do great damage to
vegetation and interfere with the main game focus of the area.

Vhere the swamp
for approximately 3|
attemPt was made to

overflows it widens out into a shallow valley
miles at an average width of zoo yards. An
canalise part of this to save wastage of water,
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but the flow was too great, with the consequence that a very attractive

f"t. fi." b..r, ...ut.d'. A great deal of water is lost by. evaporation

*J r..p"g., and when it ieached a branch valley .leading north, it
iollowed tiii ana found some fissure through which the entire flow
.r."p.a. ihis made it necessary to dam off the leg and retain the

water in thc original Simek Valley.

Towards the end of 1959 the popularity of the two drinking troughs

*", ,o li"ri,hat it becamJobuiout itrat ttri: water should be enc-ouraged

to flow"on for several more miles in order to reach the shore of the dry

i"t. U.J 
"f 

Amboseli. The Masai were approached to ascertain what

effect water in the original lake would have on the watering arrangements

io, it.i. .ant.. T"hey at once relished the idea and guaranteed

it rt ii water was made available in the lake bed and troughs were

ir.tuff.a for cattle to drink, there would be no need to use the swamps

or the Kitirua Springs any more.

The prospect of doing so was somewhat. frlghteningaas.it involved

.*o*di,'rr. ior which n-o money was available. Sir Evelyn Baring,

;h;-e;;;"r-at the time, was io impressed with the. possibility.of
n.itlr* *.t.. our ro rhe main lake bed, ihat he influenced the allocation

3i.da'i,lo""L fu"a.. The cost was originally guessed to be only a.few

hundred pounds, but on further investigationit transp.ired that a ndge

;i;i[;;;; i3 r..t above the water level and consisting of very hard

limeitone had-to be cut through. This additional Government grant'

ho*au.., and some savings frJm the meagre resources of the National

The Nezu Lake at Ol Tukat

Photograph by B. O. A. C
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Photograph by Kcnya Informatron Servrccs.

The channel through to the old lake of Atnboseli.

Parks, to^gethgr wilh a very welcome and much appreciated donation
9_f {roo tom Mr. Sydney Downey, <_,f the famous fiiri of white truntiis
Ker and Downey, made it possibl6 io employ .ori.".ior, 

""J;;i;;;to drive a channel througtr-the ridge to r6acfi the lake shore.

The machinery commenced work on the r4th October. After
an unexpected amount.of blasting that had to be done, and many other
s€t backs, the channel finally reached the shore by the z4th Nov6mber.A small trickle of water oozed through the paiched qround and bv
next morning millions of ganons were howinglnto the iry lake. Tw6
more drinking troughs were constructed, and-the outflow was encircliJ
by a small earth wall so as to create a small lake as a shelter for birds.

The whole endeavour was highly successful, and thousands of
cattle now come in to use the watei which otherwise would onlv traue
been accessible within the swamps of or rukai. wti.tr,..i. noi
this Simek river was one of the orilinal sources or *ut.r *tlit, ;"i;;
Lake -Amboseli, is difficult to tell,-but it is very pleasing t" ,* *."
a small portion of this normally dry lake covered in water. hne myster;
of the Simek river is a story in itietf. From the timi ttrai i[.;;i
started rising, until three years later when the water reached LakL



A.rugosrrr Nerrolter Rrsrnvr 8r

Amboseli some eight miles away, it is a record of incidents in which
thousands of anim-als, both domLstic and wild, and countless numbers
of birds have all benefited, and there is a surprising increase in the
wild life populations of Ol Tukai.

Another very important factor in improving the water and grazing

conditions of this region was that the Government made funds available

to the Ministry of Vorks for the construction of a number of shallow
boreholes. Bf the end of the period under review, fil -of these holes

had been du!, and equipped with pumps and drinking .troughs'
The position Jf tome oftht-se was chostn by the Masai and they have

been well accepted and are now fully used by cattle. This means that
thousands ofcattle, that would otherwise converge upon th-e unfortunate
swamps and tree belts of Ol Tukai, now only touch the-fringes of this
vital area, since their main requirement is -water 

an-d not grazing'
This is the fulfilment of a plan whlch has been favoured for a good many
vears. and was brought io fruition by the recommendations of the
'G"*. no[.y Committee in its first Interim Report. It is most

gratifying that it has been successful.

The new waters of the Simek river attracted more visitors than
ever to Amboseli. People came from all quarters, not only to see

the ohenomenon of the water, but also to enioy the increased activities
on its shores and within its reach. As always, the rhinos of Amboseli
were the main attraction, but two of the famous characters, almost

international film stars, suffered unfortunate accidents. Genie,
who is known far and wide as the rhino with the largest horn on any

k *n living rhino, broke off the tip of her horn. The horn had

worn thin 
"6o,rt 

a ioot from the end through being scraped on the
ground, and so the loss ofthe tip was not unexpected. A very thorough
iearch was made, but without success. This was a pity, as it was

important to est;blish the €xact length of. Gertie's enormous horn'
By entarging photographs, however, on.a life-size screen, and taking
measurements, it was eitimated that the broken tip was 14 inches long'

This was a tragedy in itselt for Gertie had to be down-graded from
the distinctiv. porltioi, she previously enioyed of being the most famous

iti"o i" Ambo^seli. A month later-an ev-en greater tragedy occurred.

A R*g.t spotted Gertie with the whole of her front horn missing,
ana snE was^ bleeding profusely from the nose. Somehow, prgbably

a;; i; a fight with 
"an^other r6ino, the horn had been torn off from

ihe base. lnother frantic search was instituted for the missing horn,

"na "ft.r 
two days it was recovered. Inspection of it revealed that it

t 
"J 

Ui., pulled'off cleanly from near the nose and it measu-red ls*
inches. This makes an eitimated total length of Gertie's horn as

53] inches. Although Gertie must have suffered considerable pain

iio'* tori"g her horri, her manners and attitude towards visitors that
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"Gcrtie,, uttlt her ,rrord lrol)'.""'graph 
bv Alcrvln cowic'

Photogrrph b1, Syrlncy f)owncy
''G,'r'tic" a.itlt,rttt hrr hont.
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Photograph by H. G. Drewctt.

,,Glad1,s" without her horn.

flocked to see her were unchanged. She continued to be willing to be

pfrotogt"pt.a at a range of ri yards, quite unconscious ofher ugly
'"or."i.rr... Three m"onths iater Gertie was delivered of a calf,

.ill 
"*i"g 

to her fame and popularity I felt it necessary to record this

.u*i i" ?he local press. A imall note aPpeared under the column

t.uJ.J-:'si.,hs", where it said, "To Geriii, the rhino of Amboseli,

a bull calfon the r3th JulY, 1959."

Gladvs. the other rhino, who originally gave rise to all the interest

fo.rit.a'oi., the long-horned rhi.ros-of Amboseli, then followed suit,

""a 
i" O.toUer she, tloo, lost her entire front horn' Again this appeared

1oG;h. result of a figirt, but in spite of an exhaustive search the horn

;; ";; 
fo""d. Th"us,- these two famous rhinos have now been

relesated to the common herd, and no longer will they be the film
ri"i3-"ra the obiective of every photographer' Warden Taberer

.L"tia.it that thei'e is some p.oip.tt oflh[ir horns growing again'

"ftfrtoeh 
it will take a very long time for them to reach any impressivc

ilrth: Gertie's new horn is already 4l inches long, and-from that one

miftrt judge that it will take at least ten years to reach the orlgrnal

length if, in fact, it ever does'

Wild animals throughout the Ol Tukai region are becoming notice-

uury"*u.r,-iu*... Af,any animals will allow visitors to approach
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within close 
^r_ange 

to be photographed against the impressive
backgrou_nd of-Kilimaniaro. _ The incriased leiels in the swamp and
the new flow of water in the Simek River attracted many herds of game
into Ol Tukai. Lions had no difficulty in making kilis, and wiihout
the risk of b-eing harassed by the Maiai they alio incieased. Two
big prides_ of lion known as ihe Kania and the Kitirua prides, split
up earlier in the ye-ar into four.different groups, and roamed in separate
areas numbering about thirty in all.

A lioness with two cubs began taking dogs at the Meerschaum
Mine near.Sinya. - Efforts to move her from th&rea by using thunder-
flashes_failed, and after eight dogs had been killed'the li-oness was
trapped. Every ruse was then employed to get the cubs into the rrap
as well, but without success. Finallli it 

-was 
deJided to try to anaesthetis'e

them by offering small chunks of meat loaded witli Nebutol as a
tranquiliser. Ealh time the cubs approached the meat, the lioness
still.in.the trap flew into a_rage and iiightened the cubs iway. This
method was abandoned and the drugged mear was thrown to i hyaena
which, after eating the meat, went io sleep in a pool.

. Although food and water was offered to the lioness inside the trap
sherefused-to-take it, and after six days she looked the worse for weai,
having cut heiself on the face and on the rump against the bars of the
cage. It was then decided to bring her to th'e Sjmek River by lorry,
put- food down and let her loose in the hope that she would feed herseif
and fetch the cubs from Sinya. This 

-is 
precisely what happened,

and the three of them. are now living quite happily near th'e'river.
This lioness is a forgiving animal, for ih6 soon sitiled down after her
ordeal and showed no ill will towards anyone. perhaps she learnt
a lesson about killing dogs.

It is always surprising that the flat lava ash plains of Ol Tukai
can supportsg many grazing animals, particularly ai the annual rainfall
is so unreliable. For in_stance, in the ten months ended 3rst October,
1959, only 4.3 inches of rain were recorded. With hot iun and high
winds that amount of moisture falling on the surface is negligibie,
and I often wonder how the_grass roots]the rrees and the otheivelgeta-
tion manage to survive at all.

I have always been aware of the amazing ability of Africa to recover,
even when the soil and the vegetation may aplear to have no life.
After a heavy shower of rain bare- ground springi forttr into growth and
all kinds of.grasses, flowers, weediand bushes Emerge. Th-e resilience
of the.acacia trees, however, is not quite so apparjnt. The seeds of
the existing stands_ of yellow-stemmed acaciai must have germinated
in a period of much heavier rain. Many of these trees are ilow dying,
presumably because they have reached ihe end of their days. ftris Ii
carrsing some.danger in the Ol Tukai Safari Lodge. In'the quarrer
ended December, 1959, a large tree was blown over-during a stor^m and
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fell across the boiler-house and laundry of the warden's house, almost

demolishing it. If more of these trees fall, the Lodge area will soon

become very bare.

Althoueh vast areas have been denuded of trees, there are a few

sectioni-wiere there is profuse regeneration. Well out in front of
ih. I-odg. and towards the Sim Sim- Spring..there is 

-a 
palg! of young

thorn tr6es which is already too thick tb walk throug-h' These young

irii, "r. 
doing well, and in a few -years 

th-ey- will form another belt
of vellow stenimed acacias. This fiilure of the old trees means that

"ry 
.*t..rrio., of accommodation at ol Tukai cannot be in the same site

"r 
it. present Lodge, since it would be futile to rebuild in 1 place

*t i.t ii, a few years-will be without trees and their welcome shade'

The extension of the safari lodge known as Number Two Camp,

rit,ratia a few hundred yards away from the original camp, had. to be

.toria ao*r, through thi lack of maintenance. Extensive repairs are

;;-**"rv to make"it habitable. Whether or not this section of the

ioig. ..i, be renovated and rebuilt d-epends on the amount of money

it"i.un be made available and the future policy for this area'

In any event, before any development can take place in tourist
accommo&atiorr, it *ill be nlcessary to construct some all-weather or

t 
".a 

torat through the main game haunts. -Traffic quickly powde.rs

it. u..y volatile 
"lava ash, and the clotrds of dust thrown up^spoils

" 
uirit tt Amboseli. Vegetation also suffers from the dust. I foresee

it"il" any future develipment plan there will have to be two or three

*"i" i*a'.ircuits and viiitors will have to be restricted to these roads.

Such an arrangement would give the wild animals greater sanctuary,

since thev *Jrld .rot be hlrassed by over-eager motorists', The

"nirn"tt 
riould probably become much tamer as they would soon

learn that motoi cars need not be feared.

One of the reasons why traffic is prohibited during- the hours. of
darkness in most ga*e a..ar is to prote,ct wild animals from being

Utina.a by headlifhts and run ovei. Numerous small animals are

kilGa i" iirir *"y." Even large animals also suffer. Evidence of this
."*. f.o* the main NairobilTanganyika road earlier this year, when

there were two unfortunate accidents. The first involved a bus

ir"riffi"f," Nairobi in daylight which collided with I Si1atre., killing it
outright. The bus must have been moving at speed. . 

tl.tht l:!I-o"
of roid where it occurred there was good clearance and talr v1slblllty.

fn. Uu, *"r badly damaged and rema'ined on the roadside for two.days.

ih. ,r""t accident occuired in much the same section of road in the

rlit ;;;ly hours of the morning. 
-A 

heavy vehicle ran into a pride

"i-ii""rl'U1ing 
three of them.- There were no skid marks, and .a

ieco.rrt.u.1ion 
"of the tragedy indicated that the driver went on his

iourse straight into the lions.- A fine two-year-old lion and two young

tio.rerr.s wEre left dead in the road. Ali efforts to trace the driver
proved fruitless.
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An albino wildebeeste was seen near the Loginia swamp in January,
being predominantly white, apart from its taiiand mane, which weie
much lighter than usual. It was not a pure albino as the eyes, nose
and hooves were the usual colour. Assistant lUarden Lovitt-Smith
records that he watched the birth of a wildebeeste calf in March and
was amazed to see how quickly this new arrival entered the world
and was able to stand and run. Soon after it was born it was on its
legs- trying to suckle, and within two minutes staggered off after its
mother^to catch up with the rest of the herd. The event took iust
under five.minutes, and within that short period the newcomer was
mobile and able to keep up with the grownups.

The Warden's reports emphasise that more wild animals are now
seeking_ refuge at Ol Tukai. He records that more elephants can
regularly be seen, and some of the old bulls are almost as-indifferent
to motor traffic as are the rhino. One herd of fifteen cows and small
calves take no notice of an approaching car even within a range of
sixty feet.- This is very surpiiiing wit[ a breeding herd. Toiards
the end of the year he estimtted thlt there were at llast 3oo elephants
spread over the Ol Tukai region between Kitirua and the N6mlock
lwlpp. One,herd of over ninety were frequently seen by visitors.
Buffalo were also on the increase ind a herd of at ieast 3oo were seen
lying under cover on the edge of Lake Amboseli near whire the Simek
river _flows out- A party of seven hippo have taken to living in the
new .lake,lust below Observation Hill and are on view nearly every
evening about sunset.

Thus. the Tport for Amboseli is encouraging, progressive and
constructive. The volume of water flowing dbwn the -Simek river
and the new boreholes have enabled the Maiai to keep many of their
cattle well out of the vital tree belts and swamps. The vegetation
is being given a chance to recover and the wild inimals are .'eloicing
in more freedom within their sanctuary. Amboseli srill stands tup..*E
as one of the finest game areas in East Africa. Now that the Masai
themselves also_ recognise the value and importance of preservation
I^ havg hopes-that Amboseli will be recognised as one of the great
faunal areas of the world. I also have hopds that it will continu. io b.
administered on a national basis.
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In accordance with the Royal National Parks Ordinance, I- attach
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ended 3oth June, 196o.

Production of accounts for the six months ended 3oth June, 1959,

follows the decision of the Trustees to change the end of the financial
year from the 3ISt December to the 3oth June.

NeInont,

September 196o.

MERVYN COWIE,

Director



GEDI ROYAL NATIONAL PARK

During most of the period covered by this Report the U7arden
and nearly all the staffwere occupied with the excavatibns in Fort Jesus,
and little attention could be given to Gedi.

The mosque on the north shore of Mida Creek about two miles
from Gedi, known as Mgangani, was gazetted a Historical Monument
by G.N.r8Sz of 8th May. This is an exceptionally interesting monu-
ment both in itself and in view of its position.

The Warden revisited the large coral caves on Major Buxton,s
property at Kurwitu, where more pottery had been found. These
sherds resembled the local eafthenware found in the middle levels
in the Fort, and it seems likely that rhe caves were occupied by fugitive
Bantu after the Arabs had been expelled from their settlements by the
Galla. There were no imporred sherds and the standard of living
must have been modest.

The Warden visited the excavations at Kizimkazi in Zanzrbar,
which were being carried out by Mr. N. Chittick on behalf of the
Zanzibar Government. This is particularly interesting, as in the
mosque is an inscription dated 8oz Hf tto7, the first dated fact in
East Africa.

Three reports on excavations by the Varden appeared during the
period:

Mnarani of Kilifi, in Ars Orientalis III, 1959.
Excavations at Ras Mkumbuu on the Island of Pemba, in Tanga-

nyika Notes and Records No. 53, October, 1959.
The Tomb of the Dated Inscription at Gedi, Royal Anthropological

Institute Occasional Paper 14, 196o.

This is a report comparing the ceramic and beads found above and
below the floor of a tomb dated 8oz Hlrygg. The Warden considers
it to be the most important paper he has written. In view of the
expense.ofthe plates, it was necessary to order 3oo copies. It is now
on sale in Nairobi and Mombasa.

J. S. KIRKMAN.

Warden, Gedi Royal National Park



FORT JESUS ROYAL NATIONAL PARK

The demolitions and excavations on the site of the Warden's house
in the south-west bastion, S. Alberto, continued from January until
the end of June, and on the south side of the court, the Museum site,
until October. The plans for the new buildings were approved and
the contract given to the Mowlem Construction Company in-August.
The Wardents house was ready for occupation at the end of March,
196o, and the Museum and its fittings, the public lavatories and the
ti;ket office were completed at the end of June. The Warden moved
into residence in the beginning of April, and the public were admitted
on the r5th August, 196c,

The second meeting of the Advisory Council was held on the r4th
December, 1959, and plans for the opening were discussed.

The Regulations for the Fort Jesus Royal National Park,
L.N.z66/6o, were gazetted on the roth fune, 1960.

In the course of the excavations and demolitions thousands of
sherds of porcelain, glazed ware, earthenware, china and beads were
found, and- walls and floors of earlier structure were uncovered. The
sherds and plans are now being studied, and a definite report is being
prepared. The conclusions given below are provisional _but__are
untitety to be sensibly modified, except possibly the date of the filling
of the Bastion of S. Alberto.

The Bastion of S. Alberto was surrounded by a double paraPet
walk which also ran down the south side of the Fort. The original
parapet consisted of a low coping rising only four feet above the level
of ttie upper walk, which was broken by three large gunports. Sub-
sequently; a wall was built on the outer face of the coping with-slanted
mrisket ilits, raising the height of the protection another two foot six'
From the design of the openings this would appear to have been an
Arab modification of the eighteenth century. In the late nineteenth
century the slits were filled-in and a wall was built along the ramparts
which 

-was 
the outer wall of a house which occupied the south side

of the bastion. During the prison period the west end of the wall
was cut back three feet to enlarge the area of the room, and square
recesses were cut at regular intervals for cupboards. The face of the
coping was cut back three inches presumably to seat the cement floor
which was laid over the Arab plaster floor.

The floor of the bastion had remained open until late in the Portu-
guese period. On it were found pits for puddling red earth and
iieving lime, and a circular lime kiln about fourteen feet wide and
seven feet high, where the lime for building the Fort was burnt. At
some period, a revetment wall was built, cutting off the bastion from
the central court, and the bastion was filled with coral chips from
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the ditch. In the fill were large quantities of sherds of Chinese
porcelain of the first half of the seventeenth century, but with a
significant number of sherds of an enamel ware which is most unlikely
to be earlier than the end of the seventeenth or, more likely, the
beginning of the eighteenth century. The bastion, now raised about
seven feet above the central court, was riddled with rubbish pits,
but so many sherds of eighteenth century wares have come from the
fill that it is difficult to regard them all as intrusive. The whole
collection of sherds is being studied by the Warden and a final decision
has still to be made. If the filling is eighteenth century it must be
the work of Alvaro Caetano de Mello e Castro, the last Captain, during
the brief reoccupation of t7z8-29. If the latest sherds of rose pink
enamel can be excluded, it could be late seventeenth century between
C.r68o and the beginning of the siege in 1696. Alvaro Caetano is
recorded as having restored the Fort, but no details of his works have
survived. Unfortunately we have no information about building
operations in the Fort after the inscription in the S. Felipe Bastion
dated 1648, which is far too early.

u7ith the dating of the filling of the bastion is bound up the dating
of the large square tower built across the south-west corner. It rests
on the coral-chip fill, therefore cannot be earlier and is either con-
temporary or later. It is so constructed that a small triangular space
with a turret is left without access except over the top of the tower.
It is in fact a hindrance rather than a help to the defence and, in spite
of its coral block construction, may be Arab. When excavations are
carried out, it will be possible to decide its purpose and date.

In the eighteenth century, the bastion continued to remain without
permanent buildings. However, the remains of two square enclosures
were found, one at each end, and square foundations of pillars which
would have supported a palm frond type of roof.

Finally, in the second half of the nineteenth century, a long single
storied house was built in the bastion between the square tower and
the east side facing the S. Mateus Bastion. The plaster floor of this
house was laid across the upper parapet walk and plastered basins for
washing clothes were made at the east end. This house later became
a prison warder's quarters, and finally the carpenter's workshop.

The north flank of the bastion where it faces S. Felipe has no
parapet walks and is butted against the south end of the west walk,
which suggests that at one time it was intended to make an entrance to the
Fort in this corner or, more likely, that here was a temporary entrance
through which the stones were carried for the construction ofthe bastion.

Between the bastions of S. Alberto and S. Felipe was a curtain
wall with a single parapet walk, with a low outward sloping coping of
cut stone, unlike the plaster and rubble of the S. Alberto Bastion.
On the outer edge of this inadequate protection had been built a wall
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which may be the restoration of t634, during which the wal,ls 3..
recorded to have been raised. The upper part of the wall with gun
slits high up in the wall and a pointed coping is probably Arab.

To relate the levels in the Bastion to the levels in the central court,
it was necessary to carry out excavations beyond the revetment wall.
Against the weit parapet walk, a line of rooms was found which are

thl houses showrin ihe Cienfuegos and Lopez de Sa plan of 1728,
and may be one of the buildings mentioned in th_e 1648 inscription
in the S. Felipe Bastion. Along the back wall of these rooms was

a gutter, seven feet from the original floor, which s.uggests_ thaj- the
bullding was a penthouse with a steep backward sloping roof' There
were a number of floors to this building ending with the mid-nineteenth
century. The retaining wall of the bastion is built up _against the
corner-of these rooms and was broken later by a pit, dug in the Arab
period to take the water from the gufter. ,In the_prison period thewhole
area on the west side of the court was banked up to make a sloping
surface falling towards the east end of the court and the main drain'

The site of the Museum along the south wall of the Fort was
a much simpler problem. Built up against the parapet wllk, as on
the west sidb, was a line of barrack rooms, whose coral block walls
were standing between four feet and five feet above the original floor,
which itself iested on coral. The remains of these walls had been
levelled off in the early twentieth century, and walls of rubble and red
earth built on top of them. Below the first prison floors there was
in places an inteiim floor of the mid-nineteenth _century, -perhaps. 

as

eariy as the reoccupation of the Fort by Seyyid Said in 1837. Thi:
flooi and the earliEr Portuguese floor or floors had been disturbed
more than once, and it was impossible to form any clear idea as to
when the barrack rooms were first built. From the finds in the lowest
and apparently undisturbed levels, a date in the middle of the seven-
teenth iather than the end of the sixteenth century would be more likely.

The most interesting find was a complete polished red earthenware
bottle in a ware like Samain, made in India. This has occurred also
in the upper levels at Gedi and belongs to the late sixteenth or seven-
teenth century. It apparently ceased to be imported after the middle
or end ofthis century.

Below the verandah ofthe prison cells and in the central court, a large
number of rubbish pits were found, mostly of the nineteenth century.

On the site of the public lavatories on the west of the Gate, another
row of rooms was found which had been built against the parapet walk.
The back wall had a drain on top, similar to the back wall of the rooms
on the west side of the court. The front wall had been demolished.
In the south wall of this building, against the Gatehouse, was q semi-
circular oven which had been used in the Arab period and only filled in
late in the rgth century. The parapet walk behind these rooms
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had been partly dug out, and the wall behind it hollowed out for recesses
for the warder's kitchen.

The plaster was removed from the entrance passage and the small
room on the east side of it. The eastern f amb of the original inner
face of the gate was seen inside the small room. It did not face squarely
on the central court, and this deviation had been corrected when the
inner passage was added. There was no evidence of the date of the
addition, but on the Lopez de Sa plan the inner face of the Gate is
shown flush with the barrack rooms on the west side of it. The inner
passage is therefore probably Portuguese, although a large part of the
room on the east had been rebuilt.

The galvanised iron roof of the inner gate has been replaced by
an Arab type roof of stone and plaster.

The original Gatehouse appears to be solid on either side of the
arch with a single room over it, which in the Arab period was made
into two by the addition of a low wooden ceiling. The present steps
on the east side over the oven are modern, and the original approach
to the room over the gate may have been by steps from the parapet walk.

The prison store rooms on the west side of the court built over the
west parapet walk and the prison hospital in the north-east bastion
(S. Matias) were removed and these areas are ready for excavation. The
wall shutting offthe Women's Jail from the main court was demolished.

The main drain was dug across the court from the Warden's house
to the lavatories, and out through the north wall to the moat. Coral
was struck at an average of z ft.6 ins. all over the court. Below the
present gravel surface was found an earlier gravel surface which is
believed to be the first prison surface. Below, unless disturbed by pits,
there was usually a surface overlying the coral, which must be of the
Portuguese period. The most interesting find was a sedimentation
plant, consisting of a square plastered drain running into a small pit
and continuing into a narrow tank. When excavations are resumed,
the purpose of this installation may become apparenr. It may have
been used for filtering sesame or coconut oil, in the Arab period.

On the rSth March, Professor Boxer and Dr. Azevedo's book on
Fon Jesus entitled "Fort Jesus and the Portuguese in Mombasa"
was published. This book was commissioned by the Gulbenkian
Foundation at the time when they made their generous grant for the
restoration of the Fort. It consists of two parts, an account of the
history ofthe Fort by Prof. Boxer, and the architecture by Dr. Azevedo,
and is illustrated by numerous half-tone plates, and drawings of all
the known plans of the Fort. It is indispensable to anyone who wishes
to understand this magnificent example of military architecture.

J. S. KIRKMAN,
lVarden, Fort Jesus Royal National Park.



OLORGESAILIE ROYAL NATIONAL PARK

AND OTHER PREHISTORIC SITES

In August Mr. R. V. S. Wright took up the post of Warden in
charge of Up-country Prehistoric Sites. Since then he has been living
at Olorgesailie, an area of great potential for prehistoric research.

One of the problems at Olorgesailie has been the relative ages of
some of the excavations on show to the public, which were carried out
by Dr. and Mrs. Leakey. The earth movements which occurred
at the close of the life of the Pleistocene lake at Olorgesailie have
disrupted the levels. Therefore work was started on a long cutting
which will ultimately provide an unbroken section between some of
these excavations.

Most work has been concentrated on the area surrounding the
main sites, in an endeavour to find archaeological remains later than
those in the Royal National Park. Search has been hampered by
the chopped up nature of the Rift Valley in this area, with its parallel
troughs divided from one another by vertical cliffs. Neveftheless,
interesting sites have been discovered, of which three are worth
mentioning here.

The first is seven miles beyond Olorgesailie, towards Magadi.
Here a deep gorge is very conspicuous to the right of the road' This
has been caused by a stream over-flowing from a trough behind
Shanamu Mountain. Exploration in this trough revealed old lake
beds littered with flakes from Stone Age chipping floors. Excavations
and specimens picked off the surface provided small, sometimes very
pointed hand axes, almost certainly later than the Olorgesailie hand axes.

At the foot of Olorgesailie mountain a very interesting site was
found. It dates from a period long after the lake had been drained
and disturbed by eanhquakes. Hand axes were no longer being made.
This industry occurs on the surface of an old soil which has been
preserved because it was buried by a shower of volcanic ash.

Finally, just before the place where the Magadi road runs alongside
the Ol Keio Nero river, at the base of a mound of travertine on the
right of the road, there is a small cave occupied by porcupines and
striped hyaenas. On the slope leading up to this cave, and in the earth
thrown out by the animals when burrowing, hundreds of tools and
waste chippings have been found, together with fragments of pottery
and beads made of ostrich egg shell. These belong to Late Stone Age
hunting peoples.

Early in 1960 the Varden excavated a burial mound on the
Kinangop. This was on the farm of Mr. F. D. R. Knight, who
discovered human bones while clearing some ground for pyrethrum
cultivation. He kindly agreed to delay ploughing of the area to allow
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proper investigation. The remains of several individuals were found
in a small pit and the haphazard position of the bones suggested that
the grave had been repeatedly opened up for one burial after another-
a primitive family vault perhaps. This method of burial, together
with the stone bowls included as grave offerings, can be paralleled
in other parts of East Africa, in particular at the Nakuru Burial Site
and Ngorongoro. It is not possible to ascribe any date to the burials
on Mr. Knight's farm, but it is interesting to note that no present tribe
in East Africa has this method of burial nor makes stone bowls.

R. V. S. WRIGHT

lVarden.
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Nairobi Royal National Park

Tsavo Royal National Park (East)

Tsavo Royal National Park (!7est)

Amboseli National Rcserve . .

Marsabit National Rescrve . .

Mountain Royal National Parks

Gedi Royal National Park

Olorgcsailic Royal National Park

Kariandusi Prehistoric Site . .

APPENDIX No. r

NUMBER OF !'ISITORS
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APPENDIX No. z

ADVISORY COMIIITTEES AS AT 3oth JUNE, 196o

NAIROBI ROYAL NATIONAL PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE

E. Baumann, Esq.-Chairman
J. Block, Esq.

K. Bolton, Esq.
D. O. Mathews, Esq., o.B.E.

F. Salzer, Esq.
T. R. Thomson, Esq.
D. R. Thomson, Esq.

N. T. Trenn, Esq.
Alderman Sir Richard rVoodley

MOUNTAIN ROYAL NATIONAL PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

C. Tomkinson, Esq., c.M.c.-Chairman
M. Argyle, Esq.
J. Cobby, Esq.

A. Dyer, Esq. (Alternate, C. A. Winnington Ingram, Esq.)
Major Venn Fey, r'1.c.

C. Girardin, Esq.
Lt. Col. John Nimmo

Malor H. B. Sharpe, c.n.E.
Maior D. F. Smith
C. S. I?ebb, Esq.

D. McD. rVilson, Esq.

FORT JESUS ROYAL NATTONAL PARK ADVISORY COMMTTTEE

The Hon. C. G. Usher, u.c., rvr.t-.c.-Chairnmn
The Hon. S. V. Cooke, r'l.r.c.

R. F. Dias, Esq.
Mrs. C. G. Fannin
Dr. A. R. Garcia

Captain The Hon. C. W. A. G. Hamley, o.B.E., M.L.c., R.N.
The Hon. Dr. S. G. Hassan, M.B.E., M.L.c.

K. B. Hill, Esq.
J. Jones, Esq.

The Hon. F. j. Khamisi, r'a.r.c.
Dr. L. S. B. Leakey

Sheikh Mohamed Ali Said al Mandhary
The Hon. R. G. Ngala, r*.r.c.

The Hon. Gibson Ngome, t'.t.t.c.
The Hon. A. j. Pandya, u.r.c.

Dr. B. Pinto
E. L. Relf, Esq.

H. E. B. Robinson, Esq.
E. R. Rodwell, Esq.
A. C. Satchu, Esq.

Sheikh Salim Mohamed Muhashamy
E. Stairs, Esq.
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APPENDIX No. 3

ACCOMMODATION

Safari Lodges are maintained for visitors at the following places, and are
within reach by normal private transport. The distances quoted are from
Nairobi. Accommodation fees are from Shs. r5/- to Shs. zo/- per person
per night (children under r6 half price). This is inclusive of crockery, cutlery,
cooking utensils and lamps. There is no restaurant service.

Amboseli National Reseroe. Ol Tukai Safari Lodge

via Emali-Mombasa Road-r43 miles.
via Namanga-Great North Road-r53 miles

Tsaao Ro)'al National Parh (West): Kitani Shelter Camp via Mtito Andei
on the Mombasa Road-r85 miles.

Kitani Safari Lodge, via Mtito Andei on the Mombasa Road-
r85 miles.

Tsazto Royal National Parh (East): Aruba Safari Lodge

via Voi on the Mombasa Road-234 miles.

Marsabit National Reserae: Uaso Nyiro Safari Lodge

via Isiolo on the Marsabit Road-zro miles.
Marsabit Forest Lodge (Reservations by special arrangement only).
via Isiolo on the Marsabit Road-358 miles.

Olorgesailie Ro1'a1 trJorOonol Park: Rest Camp

On the Magadi Road-42 miles (Reservatrons through the
Coryndon Museum, Nairobi).

Beds, Dunlopillo mattresses, pillows, mosquito nets, chairs, tables,
kitchens, baths or showers, hot and cold water, firewood, and servants'quarters,
are provided at all Safari Lodges. No such facilities are available at Olorgesailie
Rest Camp.

Bed-rolls can be hired at Ol Tukai, Kitani and Aruba Safari Lodges,
containing blankets, sheets, pillowcases, towels, etc. The charge is Shs. 5/-
per bed-roll per visit.

The Ol Tukai Safari Lodge is provided with electric light.

Shops equipped with a variety of tinned food and visitors' normal non-
perishable requirements are available at Ol Tukai, Aruba and Kitani Safari
Lodges.

Reservations at Safari Lodges should be made through the Head Office
of the Royal National Parks of Kenya, P.O. Box 2o76, Nairobi (Room 3oz,
Mansion House, Telephone 2o745); or rhrough a sub-agency at Mombasa:
Mrs. Mariorie Pasmore, P.O. Box 1993, Mombasa (Telephone 47o8).
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Closed Seasons:

Amboseli National Reservc
(Ol Tukai Safari Lodge)

Tsavo Royal National Park
(Vest)

(Kitani Safari Lodee)

Tsavo Royal National Park
(East)

(Aruira Sifari Lodge)

Marsabit National Reserve
(Uaso Nyiro Safari Lodge)

(Marsabit Forest Lodge)

Aberdare Royal National Park

rst Aoril-lIst MaY inclustve
rst NbvemSer-r5th December

inclusive.

rst ADril-1ISt MaY inclusive
rst Novem5er-r 5th December

inclusive.

ISt
rst

Aoril-trst MaY inclusive
N-ovember-3 rst December

inclusive.

rst ADril-lIst MaY inclusive
rst NbvemSer-2oth December

inclusive
Isth March-I5th June inclusive
rith October-3rst December- inclusive.

r6th April-r5th June inclusive'
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