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Leader of Delegation Foreword and Summary

Food insecurity and malnutrition remain major public health and socio-economic development challenge

in Africa, most particuiarly in the Eastetn Africa Sub-region. The food securiry and nuuition situation

has worsened in this subregion - most notably in situations of conflict and civil insecutity cornbined with

droughts and othet extleme weather events.

The Eastern Africa Parliamentary Alliance for Food Seculiry and Nuuition @,APA-FSN) was launched

on 15 Apdl 2019 to position food security and nutrition at the highest level of the political and legislative

agenda to contribute to the achievement of development objectives of the member countries, rcgional

economic communities (RECs) and the Eastern Africa region as a whole, 
"vith 

the vierv on benefiting

communities, focusing on thc fuIl tealization of the overarching people-centred approach.

The Eastern Aftica Parliamentary Alliance of Food Security and Nutlition (EAPA-FSN) Caucus is

recognized by National Assembly Standing Otders 2594.

Between 5s and 10'r' December 2022,a delegation from the National Assembly attended the 4'r' Genetal

Assembly of the Eastern Aflica Patliamentary Alliance fot Food Security and Nutrition (EAPA-FSN)

which was held in I(igali, Rrvanda. The General Assembly is the main deliberative, policymaking and

representative organ of the Alliance.

The delegation participated in the activities of the meeting togethff with othet participants drawn ftom

Members of EAPA FSN partner parliaments namely Burundi, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, I(enya,

Rwanda, Somalia, South Sudan, Tanzatia,and Uganda. Each membet country contributed;'ftvo (2) MPs

and one (1) parliarnefltary assistant/clerk from each pattner countly, Two (2) MPs and one (1)

parliamentary assistant/clerk from each regional economic community i.e. EALA and IGAD

The meeting was olganized by Executive Committee of the EAPA FSN, the Food and Agricultute

Otganizatton (FAO) Subregional office for Eastern Aftica, the FAO countly office in Rwanda, and the

Parliament of Rwanda under the theme "Inuestingin Fanififarningfor batterfood and ntrtrition nsilience: lYhat

is the mle of legislators?".

The General Assembly discussed the reports of the Executive Committee and partnet networks of
Padiamentadans, the achievements, challenges and lessons learned as well as the conduct of the affaits

of the Alliance. During the General Assembly Meeting, new officers of the Executive Committee for

t}e next three years 'uvere elected upon which I was resoundingly elected as the Chairperson of the EAPA

FSN by garnedng eight (8) votes against fwo(2)and consequendy the Parliament of I(enya'uvas chosen to

hold thc next Gcncral Asscmbly mccting being thc 5'h Gcncral Assembly. In preparation for the General

Assembly, the Executivc Committee is expected to meet early Febmart12023 in Nairobi.

This Report is a record of a visit by a delegation of the National Assembly to the 4'h Gencral Assembly

of The Eastern Africa Parliamentary Alliancc for Food Security and Nuu'ition @,APA-FSN).

REPORT OF THE 4TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE EASTERN AFRICA PARLIAMENTARY ALLIANCE ON FOOD SECURITY AND

NUTRITION (EAPA-FSN) HELD IN KIGALI, RWANDA Trrr - 9rH DECEMBER,zozz Page iv



a

The delegation wishes to express its appreciation to the offices of the Speaker and the Cletk of the

National Assembly for the support accorded to the delegation dudng the visit"

I now have the honour to present the delegation report on the visit to Rwanda regarding the 4'h Genetal

Assembly of The Eastern Afnca Parliamentary Alliance fot Food Security and Nutrition G,APA-FSI'Q.

THE HON.ADAN YUSSUF HAJI, MP
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Composition of the Delegation
(, The Hon. Adan Yussuf Haji, MP-Leadet of Delegation;

(ii) The Hon. Monica Muthoni Marubu, MP
(-) Mr. David I(iplangat Ngeno- Research Officer, Secretary to the Delegation

List of Recommendations

(, The National Assembly has the responsibiJity of ensuring that policies and laws ate well

implemented and respond to the needs of the people by guaranteeing that the SDGs relating to

food secudty and nuu'ition ratified I(enya rvete implemented.

(ii) The National z\ssembly should proactively and continuously engage state and non-state actors to

foster food security and nutlition initiatives. The EAPA FSN caucus will play a big role dur{ng

oversight and visits to state agencies charged with food secutity and nutrition.

(iii) I(enya and other Eastern Africa countries must develop their own home-grown technologies

to produce seeds and planting materials to be assured of food and Nutrition

(rd th. National Assembly to put in place pteparations as eady as

General Assembly of EAPA FSN

2023 to host the next
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1. Background
1,. The National Assembly was invited to the 4'r' General Assembly for the Eastetn Africa

Parliamentary Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition on the them Inuesting iu Fanilt

famingfor betterfood and nutrition resilience: l%hat is lhe role of hgislators?".Consequendy, the

Speaker of the National Assembly nominated the following Members to form the

delegarion to the General Assembly;

(i) The Hon. Adan Yussuf Haji, MP Leader of Delegation;

(il) The Hon. Monica Muthoni Marubu, MP;

(r") Mr. David I(piangat Ng6no- Research Officer, Delegation Secretaty.

2. The Meeting took place Tuesday, December 7 and Friday, December 9,2022 in I(gali,

Rwanda. The venue of the meeting was the Chamber of Deputies, Parliament of Rwanda

with visit to other venues within I(gali Town. The meetings were conducted through

various speakers' presentations on various topics followed by plenary discussions.

3. The key meetings were:

(r) Technical Seminar- opening of the technical seminar

(ii) Annual General Meeting

(-) Expedence shadng

Meetings of EAPA FSN

Opening of the technical seminar

4. The meeting started with the general introduction of the delegates. The Representative of
the Padiament of Rwanda in the welcoming speech observed that there existed a growing

gap in the r.eabzatton of sustainable food supply against time and that the causes food

insecurity and nutrition must be addressed cleady. It was noted that Rwanda has so far

put in place policies to secure food.

5. Ms Coumba Sow, FAO Rep in Rwanda observed that FAO was leveraging on

padiamentarians to achieve food securiry and nutrition noting that the Padiament and

Government of Rwanda have put efforts to implement Malabo Declaration by increasing

on their budgetary allocation to agriculture. Fertilizers have been availed to farmers to

boost food crop production. She encouraged patliamentarians to colne up wrth fot
appropriate legislarions and policies to boost food security and nutdtion in the region. She

stressed the importance of nutritive diet for a healthy society.

6. The Hon. (Dr.) Abdi Ali Hassan, MP, the outgoing Chairpetson EAPA FSN noted that

environmental degradation has taken significant toll on agriculture. He further noted that

Food security was low in the region because thc mode of production in agriculture was

traditional. He stressed the need to nurture policies that boost rural well-being through

technology, easy access to credit, extension services among others. In order to achieve

zero hunget by 2030 there was need to empower patliamentatian to be effective in

advancing policies that boost food security.

Obiectives of the mceting
7. The specific objectives of the meeting were to:

(i)Take stock of EAPA FSN and national alliances'achievements, successes, lessons learnt

and challenges;

2.

2.1
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2.2

(ii)Discuss and endorse 2019-2020 actilrty report from the Executive Committee and

partner Padiaments;

(iii)Deliberate on the conduct of the affairs of the Alliance, including the performance,

challenges, hosting agreement, partnership, resource mobilization, etc. ;

(iv)Sensirize and capacitate MPs on legislative actions for advancing family farming in
Eastern Africa.

Technical Seminar: Parliamentary Action for Family Farming

8. Thc technical presentations from FAO experts on farnily farming were followed by

discussions frorn MPs on the current lcgal and policy issucs/gaps relatcd to family farming

in their respective countries. Thc existing opportunities and priority actions to bettet

advance family farming in the region were explored.

9. The following discussion points came out per country:

a) Somali- civil strife interrupted traditional family farming and that I]AO should

assist Sornalia in coming up with food Securiry and Nuttition Act
b) South Sudan-Population in rural areas is migrating to the urban posing itnmincnt

danger of food securiry. It was observed that Agdculture is impottant for

employment to the youths and therefore an opporruniry lies on abiliry to increase

the budget to this sector. Sudan has Agriculrurc Policy but no results yet. Further,

vatious acts relating to agriculture have been passed but still awaiting results.

Infrastrucrure is very poor and requests that FAO reps from all member countries

attend the General Assembly.

c) Uganda-Most of the food come from family farmrng. FAO should facilitate

Members on their private bills on food security and nuttition. Most incentives-

seeds for distdbution to vulnerable household cvery planting season. There is a

policy on extension, to provide staff at district level for fatming and fisheries.

There is also provision of 263 dollar to each household to supPort Iramily

farming.

d) Kenya- Rural electrification has been expanded to support agricultural and food

processing and storage in the rural areas. There is an extensive rural toad

programme to facilitate easy transportation of produce. School feeding in ASAL

countics has been on-going with support from donors. Motion to compel

governrrrent to establish school feeding programrne was passed in thc National

Assembly. Extension services are provided at subnational levels( By county

Governtnents)

There was concern that Food security was stressing so much on crops, while

livestock, fisheries, other emerging foods were cqually irnportant in addressing

food security. FAO could also provide generic fratnework for legislations which

can be of assistance to iegislators when coming up with Members Private Bills.

Climate change is real, and it was critical that miugation tneasutes were found

sooner than later. FAO was also challenged to give their vetsion on GMO and

lastly it was noted that the agricultural land is dirninishing thus calling fot

appropriate methods to bc emplo),ed to providc food.

e) Tanzania- There is an improved agriculrure budget where Government providcs

support in terms o[ seeds and fertiLizers to family farming and I(itchen gatdens
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businesses. Rural roads agency works on roads infrastructure and governmcnt

subsidizes fuel for transportation of agricultural products. Government has

ailocated money per student.

D Rwanda - There is a six year agriculture strategy in Rwanda which is almost

coming to an end, but there will be a review thereafter to assess its strength. Land

consolidation in Rwanda has led to improved farrling. There is a school feeding,

cooperatives, seed production programmes. There ate constnrctions o[ water

sheds to mitigate environtnental impacts. Rwanda has attempted to Comply to

Malabo declaration.

g) Diibouti- Investing in infrastruchrre to boost agriculrural production

h) Ethiopia- Agriculrure is important sector to Ethiopian economy however

Previous regime did not give adequate budgetary provisions which led to lack of
mechanization, inadequate seed, taxation o[ farm machinery, lack of market

oriented agriculture, and lack of foreign currency.

There are however, prospects in the current regime where thete is clustered

production and site to produce best seeds. -I'here are other areas of improvement

such as irdgation 7OOOhectares of land and investtnents in milk, meat and fish

sectors.

Parliarnent has played its oversight role in agricultural activiries and agricultural

policy has been revised. Provision of Fernlizers and control of crop pests are main

challenges.

2.3 Induction of Ncw membcrs

2.3.1 Role of Parliamcntarians
1 0. Padiamentarians' mandates include;

(, Review/draft legislations
(ii) Review budget to align to SDG
(iii) Accountability
(iv) Rcpresentation

11. Through dircct engagement with MPs, the FAO has since 2017 provided a platform flor

Eastern African Iegislators to discuss and further develop thc role that MPs can play in:
(r) Ensuring food security and nutrition;
(i,) Sharing experience and best practices; and

fti) Fostering national and regional support to end hunger and malnutlition in Eastern
Africa.

2.3.2 Obiectives of EAPA FSN
72. The following objectives underpins the existence of EAPA trSN;

(, Create a dedicated alliance for Padiamentarians frotn countries and llegional

Economic Communities (I(ECs) of the Eastern Africa sub-region to discuss and

address critical issues for food securiry and nutrition

(ii) Promote the sharing of experiences and best practices to advance the food

securiry and nutrition agenda through parliamentary actions that aim 
^t

strengthening legislative frameworks and policy coherence at the regional, national

and subnational ievels.
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(iii) Promote the harmonization of legal and policy frameworks related to sub-regional

and cross border food security and nutrition issues

(iv) Facilitate the creatio n andf or the stlengthening of national parliamentaty alliances

in respective countries that will foster improvement in the food security and

nutrition agenda

(v) Enable collaboration amongst parliamentarians, paiiamentary bodies,

governments and other key stakeholdcrs such as civil sociery otganizations,

development Partners (including but not limited to: UN Agencies, donors,

international NGOs, etc.), academic institutions, thc privatc sector and local

cornmunities.

(vr) Engage and influence policy decisions that will prioritize resource mobilization

and allocation for food securiry and nutrition in individual member countries and

RECs and in the Eastetn Africa region as a whole

2.3.3 Patliamentary Network
13. Padiamentary Networks serve to;

(, Provide technical information
(ii) Exchange information among the padiaments

2.3.4 Commitmcnts of patliamentarians

14. Political will is irnportant for the success of the organization hence membcrs were highly
- encouraged to seek support from the organizaions from in their respective padiaments

by up-scaling their mandate.

15. Modal law on food security and nutrition was drafted on the 9d'Novembet by Pan African

Padiament. The Law envisions how African continent will levetage on the cuffent

situation in meeting the set targets of Agenda 2063 as it is off track.

16. Owing to diversity that exists among African countries

(i) No conclusive responses for GMO
(ii) Many countries have legislations on FF

(iii) FF address a wide range of products not only crops, forestry, pastoral and fisheries

(iv) Biodiversity is to be ptotected

(v) Good practices to be identified by each countly

(vi) Protection of the environment

(vii) Oversight, budget and policies

Annual Gcneral Mccting
17. The day- rwo mecting was officially opened by the Hon Speakcr of the Parliament of

Rwanda. Prior to her speech, the following rwo pcrsons gave their remarks;

a) H.E David Phiri, Subregional Coordinator for Eastern Africa FAO Representative to

AU & UNECA. IIc notcd that;

(l) Achievement of food process was still slow in the region

(ii) Rwanda was the sole country currendy on track to achieving the Malabo goals.

(iO Parliamentarians are to hold government to implement Malabo declaration.

b) Hon. ( Dr) Abdi Ali Hassan, outgoing Chairperson of the EAPA FSN noted as

follows;

3
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(i) irrigation infrastructure policy to be enacted by the respective countries to

enhance efficient use of limited water

(ii) countries to try achievingzero hunger by 2030

(iii) we should enact policies'and ligal frameworks that address food security and

nutririon in our tespective countries

(iv) padiamentarians to be blamed for the failures of the executives

18. In Her remarks and while officially opening the 4'r' General Assembly of the EAPA FSN,

the Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies, Padiament of Rwanda-the Hon'Donatille

Mukabalisa, noted;

(r) That she appreciated solid growth of the Alliance

(ii) That there was need to increase agdculrure production to guatantee food

securiry and nutrition

(iii) That investing in research and technology and reducing impotts of those floods

that can be produce locally was the sufest way to having food securiry and

nutrition for out people. She reiterated her support for inter trade within the

region.

(iv) That Padiamentarians need to play their part in holding the executive to account

3.7 Expedences shadng ftom the National Alliances

3.1.1 ExPeriences from Rwanda

19. The Alliance in Rwanda has worked in collaboration vdth other stakeholders to Promote

food security and nutrition in a number of ways;

(t) Works for economic transformation aspiration

(ii) Investment in increasing agriculrure production-increased irrigation for small scale

farmer, subsidies on farm inPut,

(iii) Land consoldarion and sustainable land use-marshy land

(iv) Promotion of market

(v) Women and Youth access finance

(vi) crop and livestock insurance scheme 40 %by government-insured farmers access

loans from banks

(vii) Sufficiency in seed production

(tin) SFR at National Level -was useful during Covid period

(ix) One cup of milk per child and egg in the morning

(x) DeveloPment of ECD centres

(x) Village cooking demonstration

3.1.2 ExPerienccs ftom Uganda

20. Tlie Alliance in Uganda has strivcd to have Zero hunger and malnr.rtrition and 3 tonnes

of seeds given to the farmers for planring though challenges such as limited resources and

high turnover of Members affect the continuiry in flow of planning in the Alliance
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3.1.3 South Sudan

2l.The Alliance in South Sudan faces several Challenges but a ray of hope lies on poliucal

will

3.'1,.4 Expetiences from Kenya

22.'fheAlliance in I(enya expects many activit-ies alnong the small scale farming to take effect

from the Hustler fund credit facility that has been initiated by the new administration.

3.1.5 Expetiences ftom Somalia

23. The Alliance in Sorlalia has done awareness creation and actively pushing for 1'0oh

budgetary allocation to,agriculture. So far l3anana project is on-going. T'he Challcnges

experienced include AI Shabab threats, low funding and lack of local currency becausc

people in Somalia use US currency which makes food costly.

3.1.6 Rcpott of thc Exccutivc Committcc

24. The Gencral Assembly adopted the 201.9-2022 Report of the EAPA FSN

3.2 Election of the New Executivc Committee Members

25. The Modalities for voting of new office bearers were discussed rvith guidance frorn the

Founding Document of the alliance. There were six positions Positions-6 and one country

one vote. Contestants were asked to send names to the Electoral Body (Secretariat of

FAO) and upon verification, candidates were proposed and seconded, givcn chances to

campaign share their manifestos with the electoratcs( delegates). The voting was by secret

ballot.
26. The new Chairperson of EAPA FSN, the Hon. Adan from I{enya got 8 Votes against

Hon. Agnes from Uganda who got 2 votes. The other elected officials of the executive

committee ate shown in the table below.

s/no Name of candidate positionCountry

1 I{on. Adan Haii Yussuf Kenya

phairperson of
Enpa psN

2 Hon. Sen. Dr Leatitia Nyinarvamwiza F.p"ty ChairpersonRwanda

3 Hon. Na&a Saleh Abdi Somalia
h\dember of the

[,*"..rtirr" Committec

4 Hon. Mawien Dhor fu'uk South Sudan

Ndcmbcr of the

[,*".rlti.," C ommittce

5 Hon. Dt. Woda |eremiah Odok
of

Uganda

6 Hon. Ilyas Ahmed Hassan Diibouti
lRcpresentative
[cno to Er\P

of
A

3.3 Ncxt country to host the EAPA FSN

27. I{enyawas proposed to host the next General Assembly which will be the 5'r' one and the

Chair accepted. The I-Iost country (I(enya) was asked to sit dorvn with the sponsor (FAO)

and set the date preferably before Aprll 2023. The Executive committee is expccted to

meet in preparation for the meeting eady Februa ry 2023 in Nairobi'
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4.

6.

5

Closing ceremony

28. While giving his closing remarks, the FAO Subtegional Coordinator, H.E' David Phiri

observed that the elections of the new office bearers went on well smoothly and thanked

the outgoing officials led by the Hon.(Dr) Dr Abdi, MP for the iob rvell done despite the

disruptions caused Covid 19 pandemic. Hc equally heaped praises on the new chair the

FIon. Adan Yussuf for having been part of EAPA FSN since inception and promised to

support him as thc new chairperson. He noted that the MPs role was crilical for the

success of trAO activities in the region.

29. Outgoing Chairperson FIon Q)r.) Abdi, MP obserwed that he worked trrelessly without

fesources from respectjve countries save from FAO and promised to continue to

contribute to the alliance even upon exiting the seat. I{e handed over the starnp to the

ne'uv chairman and thanked members and parliament of Rrvanda for hosung the function'

30. The Incoming Chairperson the Hon. Adan, MP thanked the membcrs for having

confidence in him and everybody for their various roles during the election. He requcsted

for three things: committnent, cohesion, and collaboration. Ile thanked outgoing

executive committce and requested for further support from them even as rnembers. He

also thanked FAO and asked for help us to operaionaltze the office in Arusha and

promised ro work as team to see to it that EAPA FSN achieves its objectives to the highest

Ievel possible.

31. In officially closing meeting, the Deputy Speaket of the Chamber of Deputies in charge

of parliamcn tary affairs in the Padiament o[ Rwanda, the Hon. Edda Mukabagwiza, MP,

complemented the new committee and thanked the outgoing metnbers for the work done'

She stressed that having a secure access to food give great positive impacts to the

economic development in the region. She encouraged the Merrrbers to ensure that policies

and laws are well irnplemented and respond to the needs of the people by ensuting that

the SDGs bound by their respective Countries were implemented. Further, she asked the

members to remain focussed as catalyst to ensure that EAPA FSN played its cardinal role'

She thanked all and wished them safe journey mercies; officially closed the meeting.

Rwanda-Israel Horticulture Center of Exccllcnce

32. Theparticipants visited a flagship initiative in the area of agticulrure, food securiry and

nutrition implemented by the govefnment of Rwanda with technical assistance from

Israel. Most of the planting materials in the project were sourced outside Africa'

Observation and Rccommendations

6.1 Observations
33. The following obser-vations wefe made by the Members of the delcgation

(, Parliamenr (the Narional Asser:nbly) has a big fole to play in ensuring food security

and nutrition in the countrY

(ii) Parliament( the National Assembly) carry huge responsibiliry- if the executive fails

to deliver on the rights to food as contemplated in Atticle a3(1)(c)

Successes and Challenges faced by EAPA IISN member are speciFrc to each country

Most seeds and Planting materials used for the production of foods come from

outside Africa
I{enya was chosen to host the next General Assembly for EAPA FSN meeUng

(ii,)

(i")

(")
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6.2 Recommendations

(i) The National Assembly has the responsibiliry of ensuring that policies and laws are well

implemented and responsive to the needs of the people by guaranteeing that the SDGs

relating to food security and nutrition tatified I(enya were implemented.

(ii) The National Assembly should proactively and continuously engage state and non-state

actors to foster food security and nutrition initiatives. The EAPA FSN caucus will play a

big role during oversight and visits to state agencies charged rvith food security and

nutrition.
(iii) I(enya and other Eastern Africa countries must develoP thek own home-grown

technologies to produce seeds and planting materials to be assured of food securiry and

Nutrition
(iv) the National Assembly to put in place preparations as eady as February 2023 to host the

next General Assembly of EAPA FSN
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1. Founding Document for the Eastern Africa Patliamentary Alliance for Food Security and

Nutrition (EAPA - FSI.I)

1. Preamble

We, the undersigned persons from select forums/committees of Members of Parliaments from

Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, I(enya, Rwanda, South Sudan, Somalia, Tanzania,Uganda, the East Africa

Legislative Assembly and the IGAD Interpadiament^ry Union.

. Concerned about the worsening food security and nutrition situation in the Eastern Africa

sub-region as evidenced by the steady inctease in the numbet of undernourished children and

adults, and the raising level of obesity and related non-communicable diseases in Eastern

Afitca

. Mindful of the negative consequences of the child malnuuition to the hutnan capital, the

GDP growth of our national economies as well as social development of our constituencies

and citizens

. Recognizing the need to invest in nuttition-sensitive food syst6ms and nutrition

promotion so as to improve access to and utilization of safe, diverse and nutritious local foods

as a sustainable means to prevent malnutrition in our countries

. Appreciating the diversiry between countries of the sub-region as well as commonali[ies on

issues related to hunger, food insecuriry and malnutrition

. Further acknowledging the role of Patliamentatians in food and nutrition security as

consisting of the: adoprion and enactment of relevant legislation, domestication of global,

regional and sub-regional frameworks into national legislation, oversight of government for

budget allocation and policy implementation, and expression of the voice of the people in our

respective countries/consdfuencies

. Flaving le arnt of the contribution of global, regional and national Padiamentary Alliances

in d.ifferent countries and regions of the wodd, for example in the Latin America and

Caribbean Region, where the formation of regional, sub-regional and national Padiamentary

Fronts against Hunger have contributed to a significant improvement in the food and

nutlition situation in the countries of that region.

. Appreciating the need to create a platform for patliamentatians to discuss and shate

experience on food security and nutrition issues in the Eastern Aftica Region.
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. Have this 15 April 2019, in a meeting held at the Mount Meru I{otel, Arusha, Tanzania,

resolved to form a sub-regional alliance referred as "Eastern Africa Parliamentary Alliance on

Food Security and Nuftition". :
2. Definitions of terms

. Alliance: refers to a union or association fotmed for murual benefit between groups,

organizations, countries, etc. In this document, the Eastern Africa Patliamentary

Alliance fot Food Security and Nutrition (EAPA - FSN) refers to a voluntaty

associatjon of regional and national parliamentary fora, caucus, groLlPS or committee

based on theit interest on food securiry and nutdtion issues.

. Eastetn Africa: in this document is the part of sub-Saharan Africa comprising two

traditionally recognized regions, i.e. East Aftica and Horn of Africa and made r"rp of
11 countries, namely Bun:ndi, Djibouu, Eritrea, Ethiopia, I(enya, Rwanda, Somalia,

South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzatia and Uganda.

. Hunger: hunger is when people do not have access to the amount of dietary enetgy

needed for their normal level of activity. If the situation persists over a longer time, it
leads to under nutrition. Hunger is not synonymous with malnuttition ot under

nutrition, but there are ovedaps between these two.

. Famine : extreme scarcity of food, resulting in acute hunger that affects a specific

population #oup in a defined geographic area.Itusually results in starvation and death

of part of the affected population.

. Nutrients : the substances and chemical elements and compounds that food

contains, and that give energy, enable grow, maintain bodies in good repair, and keep

human healthy.

. Food : any substance, whether processed, semi-processed, ot raw, which is intended

for human consumption. It does not include alcohol, cosmetics ot tobacco or

substances used only as drrrgs.

. Food sccurity: the 2009 Declaration of the World Summit on Irood Secutiry

adopted the following definition "Food security exists when all people at all times

have physical, social and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food to

meet their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life."

. Nutrition: the act or process through which individuals ot communities obtain, take

in and utilize food substances necessary for growth and health. Good nutrition is when

food intake, absorption and utilization provide the right amounts of dietary energy

and nutrients.

. Nutrition security: Nutrition securiry exists when food securiry is combined with a

adequate sanitary envilonment, adequate health, education and care and feeding

practices to ensure a healthy life for all households.
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. Food security and nutrition : while the broad definition of food security embodies

key determinants of good nutrition, a composite terminology has been uscd as a way

to combine food securify and nutrition, i.e. "Food security and nutrition" and "Food

and nutrition security". Sometimes the fwo composite tcrminologies are used

interchangeably. The Committee on World Food Securiry (CFS) acknowledges that in

certain languages countries may choose not to use the corrrbined tcrm in their national

contexts. Food secutiry and nutrition is used in recognition of the traditional emphasis

on the food availability, access and stabiliry dimcnsions of food security wlile
acknowledging the importance of key nuttition concerns such as care and feeding

practices, public health and sanitation issues

. Food and nutrition security : according to the Committee on Wodd Food Secutity

(CFS) "Food and nutrition security exists when all people at all tirnes have physical,

social and econornic access to food, which is safe and consumed in sufficient quantity

and qualiry to meet their dietary needs and food prefcrences, and is supported by an

environment of adequate sanitation, health serwices and care, allowing for a healthy

and activc [fe." Contrary to thc concept of food security and nutrition tl-rat combines

the concepts of "food security" and "nuttidon", food and nutrition secudty best

reflects the conceptual linkages between food security and nutrition security and

emphasizes that the objective is to achieve both "food security" and "nutrilion

security" as a single, integrated and unitary goal of policy and programmatic actions.

. Malnuffition: lack of proper nutrition which results in deficiencies, excesses or

imbalances in a person's intake of energy andf or nutrients. Malnutrition occurs when

the intake of energy and essen[ial macro- and micronutfients does not meet or exceeds

the metabolic dernands for those nutrients. It covers rwo groups of broad conditions,

namely 'under nutrition' and "over nutrition".

. I]ndernutdtion is caused by not having enough to eat, not eating enough of the

right food, or being unable to use the food that one does eat. It includes srundng (low

height for age), wasting (low weight fot height), underweight (low weight for age) and

micronurient deficiencies or insufficiencies (a lack of impottant vitamins and

minerals).

. Ovcrnutrition is caused by an excessive amount of body fat due to unhealthy diet

and cating habits and inacuviry. It includes overweight, obesity and diet-relatcd non-

communicable diseases (sucl-r as heart disease, high blood pressure, stroke, diabetes

and cancer).

. All forms of malnutrition: refers to under nutrition (wasting, stunting, and

underweight), inadequatc vitamins or minerals refetred as micronuttient deficiencies

and overweight/obesity, and resulting non-communicable diseases.

. CAADP: The Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programtne

(CAADP) is Africa's policy frarnework for agricultutal transfortnation, rvealth

creation, food securiry and nutrition, economic growth and prosperity for all. It was

first endorsed by African Heads of State and Government in Maputo, Mozambique
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in 2003 through the "Maputo Declaration on Agriculture and Food Security in Africa"

(Assembly/AU/Decl. 7(II)) and revised in 201,4 in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea with

clranges of scope of the CAADP agenda. The2014 CAADP Malabo contains several

important comrnitrnents regarding food securiry and nuttition, among thern are i)

recommitment to the principles and values of the CAADP Process; ii) Commitment

to enhance investment finance, both public and private, in particular to allocate at least

10 percent of public expendirure to agriculrure, and to ensure its efficiency and

effectiveness; iii) Commitrnent to ending hunger by 2025 by at lcast doubiing current

agriculrural productivity, reducing the current levels of post-harvest loss at least by

half and reducing stunting levels to below 1070.

. National Agriculture fnvcstmcnt Plan (NAIP): is a country-wide plan that

outlines key target areas for agricultural investment. It identifies kcy investment areas

(e.g. agriculrural inputs, extension services and irrigation) and translates thesc areas

into specific policies, national pfograms, and sub-progfams with clear targets and

resources required to achieve national development targets over a dcfined time frame.

The actual name of the plan in a patticular country will reflect its scope and other

national considerations. Names range from Country National Agriculture Investment

Plan Q..IAIP) to National Agriculrure and Food Securiry Investment Pian QIAFSIP)
to National Investment Plan for the Rural Sector $fIPRS) to Progtamme for

Agdculture Sector Transformation (PSTA).

3. Namc of the Alliancc

The name of the established al[ance shall bethc Eastctn Africa Patliamcntary Alliancc for

Food Security and Nutrition, with the official acronym of EAPA - FSN.

4. Obiectives of the Parliamcntary Alliance

The Eastern Aflica Parliamentary Alliance forFood Security and Nutrition @,APA - trSN)

shall endeavor to achieve the following goal and obiectives.

4.1. Goal

To position food securiry and nutrition at the highest level of political and legislative agenda

so as to contributc to the achievement o[developrnent objectives of the individual countries

and RECs and Eastern Africa region as a whole'

4.2. Obiectives

i. Create a dedicated alliance for Padiamentarians from countlies and Regional Economic

Communiues (RECs) of the Eastern Africa sub-region to discuss and addrcss critical issues

for food securiry and nutrition
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ii. Promote the sharing of experiences and best practices to advance the food securiry and

nutrition agenda through parliamentary actions that aim at strengthening legislative

frameworks and policy cohcrence at the rdonal, national and subna[ional levels.

iii. Promote the harmonizatjon of legal and policy frameworks related to sub-regional and

cross border food securiry and nutrition issues

iv. Facilitate the creation andf or the strengthening of nadonal padiamentary alliances in

respectivc counffies that will foster imptovement in the food securiry and nutrition agenda

v. Enable collaboration amongst padiamentarians, padiamentary bodies, governments and

other key stakeholders such as civil society organizations, development partners (including

but not lirnited to: UN Agcncies, donors, international NGOs, etc.), academic institutions, thc

privatc sector and local cortmunities.

vi. Engage and influence policy decisions that rvill prioritize resource rnobilization and

allocation for food security and nutrition in individual member countries and RECs and in the

Eastern Africa region as a whole.

5. Scope of the Alliance

The alliance shall be formed by Members of Padiament of Countries and Regional Economic

Communities within the Eastern Africa region which include the followrng countrics Djibouti,

Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, Somalia, Tanzaria and Uganda,.

6. Functions of thc Alliancc

The Alliance will support the follo'uring activities at the national and regional level:

a) Strengthening policy and legal frameworks in support of improving food securiry and

nutrilion.

b) Support to Members of Parliament on the developmentandf or revision of policy and legal

frameworks relevant to flood sccuriry and nuffirion, and the right to adequate food.

c) Promotion of sufficient domestic budget allocation and related resources for the

implementation of na[ional and regional strategies programmes and plans airned at improving

food security and nutrition.

d) Oversight of Government activities relating to the implementation of the approved

strategies, programmes and plans; and the effective use of allocated budgets and other

resources.

e) Policl, dialogue and sharing of information such as good practices on public policies and

Iegal framewotks related to food security and nutrition, among others.

f) Raising of awareness and promotion of behavioral change by championing and galvanizing

actions for good practices related to food and nutrition'
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g) Coordination and partnerships with governments and other key stakeholders such as other

African countries, civil society or.ganizaions, development partners (including UN agencies,

donors, and international NGOs), the private sector and local communities at large.

h) Support the creation andf or strengthening of national parliamentary Alliances to Promote
food and nutrition security in respective countries.

7. Membctship of the Alliance

a) Membership to the Alliance shall be on voluntary basis.

b) Members of the Eastern Africa Parliamentary Alliance for Food Securiry and Nutrition

(EAPA - FSN) shall consist of:

i. Members of Padiaments nominated from national parliamentary

Alliances/Forum/Caucuses/ Groups where they exist or where they do not exist,

from Padiam entary committees related to food securiry and nutrition

ii. Membership is also open to Members of the regional parliaments and their

committees/caucuses

iii. The Alliance may, upon agreement of the General Assembly, invite other

organizations or individuals as observers to the Alliance meetings.

c) Nomination of Padiament Representatives

i. The nomina[ion process of the members of Padiament representing their national

Alliances should take into account gender equity as determined by the individual

member Padiaments.

ii. Each country and RECs will nominate 2 MPs

iii. Each member rvill serve for two years, which is tenewable once

iv. For the purpose of continuiry and institutional memory, one technical staff per

country and per REC will be allowed to attend the Alliance meetings on a non-voling

basis.

d) Termination of Mernbership

Cessation of the membership shall be into effect upon one or more of the followings

i. A country or REC may voluntarily withdraw its membership.

ii. A MP representing a country ot a REC may resign
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iii. A country or REC may change one or more of it representatives before the expiration of
the two year term

iv. If a country or REC wish to change its membership status, its representative in the Alliance

or resign, it should address a letter to the Coordinator of the Alliance.

v. In case an individual resigns from the Alliance or loses an election, the Patliament

concerned country must nominate a replacement for the remaining period of the two yeat

tenufe

8. General Assembly

8.1, The General Assembly compilses thc followings:

a. Two Members of the national padiament from each of member state namely Djibouti, Eritrea,

Ethiopia, I(enya, Rwanda, Somalia, South Sudan, Tanzania and Uganda.

b. Two Members of padiament MP) from the East African Legislative Assembly @AI-A)

c. Two Members of padiament from the Inter Padiamentarian Union of IGAD Member States (IPU-

IGAD)

d. One technical staff per country and per REC such as padiamentary cletk with no voting right.

e. Officihls andfor experts from relevant partnered otganizations (IGAD, AU, EAC, UN

organizations, international NGOs, etc.) may be invited by the Executive Committee to attend the

meetings of the alliance with no voting rights.

8.2. Functions andpowers of the General Assembly

The General Assembly (GA) is the main deliberative, policymaking and representative organ of the

Alliance. The functions of the GA are to:

approve nomination of MPs from individual countries and RECs

approve admission of new country or RECs as member of the Alliance

receive and discuss reports issued by the Coordinating Committee and any committee

established by the Alliance

d) approves the budget and the work plan of the Alliance

e) elect and/or appoint Members of the Coordinating Committee and members of ad'hoc and

other special committees

0 deliberate on key issues related to food security and nutrition in line with its mandate.

8.3. Meeting frequency

The General Assembly shall convene on the following ordet:
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^) A mandatory meeting will be held once per year linked to an important event held within the
region

b) Extraordinary meetings of the General Assembly can be convened in case of necessiry
:_ .,. .rj.. -

8.4. Rules and procedures

a) Each country and REC has one vote
b) Decisions on important questions, such as admission of new members and budgetary matters

requke a rwo-thirds majority of all members

.) The frst Annual General Meeting of the General Assembly will develop its rules and

procedures

9. Governance and institutional framework

The EAPA trSN comprises of the following organs

- The General Assembly

- The Executive Committee

- The Technical Sccretariat

- The Advisory Committee

9.1. The General Assemblyis responsible for decision-making and cootdination of the actions of
the EAPA FSN. It consists of i) trvo representatives, including the focal point from each national or
regional padiament and (ii) one parliam entary staff from each member Pariiament. Section 7 provides

more details on the GA frrnctions and powers, composition and meetings. 9

9.2. Executive Committec (EC)Responsible for representing the EAPA FSN and for coordinating

its actions. The Executive Committee is composed of five (5) Members of Padiament elected every

two years among the Members of the General Assembly as follow :

- 1 Chairperson (always a MP from individual Member States)

- 1 Deputy Chair

- 2 other MPs from other individual Member States

- 1 MP from EALA

- 1 MP from IGAD IPU
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The Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson urill be elected by the General Assembly, among the 5

members of the EC. The Chafuperson of the Executive Committee will also be the Coordinator of
,1"t$31.. wh o will' b ti Al€,$€ q &x-th e Ge neral A s s em bly.

The functions of the Executive committee are to :

i. Provide strategic direction and leadership to the Alliance

ii. Link between members and the secretariat and other supporring mechanisms

iii. Mobilize and manage resources

iv. Implement evidence-based advocacy initiatives

v. Represent the alliance in relevant fora and platforms

vi. Foster and promote partnership with relevant organizations

9.4, Technical Secretariat The role of the technical secretariat is to support day to day functioning

of the Alliance. This includes i) administrative and logistical and financial support aimed at the

fulfillment of the activities of the alliance; ii) elaboration, implementation, monitoring and reporting

of annual work plans; iii) technical support during the preparations and delivery of the alliance's

meetings, including the AGM, the extended coordinating committee and the Executive Committee.

10

FAO was requested during the inaugural General Assembly to suPPort the secretariat during the

instirutionalization phase of the Alliance. A permanent secretariat will be established through a MoU

or Hosting agreement with one of the partnered Regional Economic Community i.e. IGAD or EAC.

9.4. Aduisory Committee:The Advisory Committee will provide technical guidance and assistance

upon request of the executive committee through technical consultancies to EAPA and national

alliances. It should be comprised of FAO and other UN agencies, RUFORUM, experts and former

legislatots with relevant experrise on FSN issues.

The Advisory Committee will meet upon request of the Executive Cornmittee.

9.5. National Focal Point Each Padiament vrill nominate an MP to coordinate the efforts of the

alliance at national level. The focal person will serve as a liaison between EAPA FSN and her/his

national Parlament.

10. Decision making mechanism

The Alliance shall endover to reach decision by consensus; however in the events this mechanism

fails two-third majority of the quorum should be adopted.
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11. Operational Arrangements

The Alliance shall develop and approve a Medium Term Strategy *ith its, budget, related tesources

and performance management framework. This must be divided annually in annual. work plans with

its own budget, related resources and detailed performance management framework, approved by the

Annual General Assembly for implementation.

a. Data bank, Research, I{nowledge and fnformation products

The Alliance will tely on available data and information from FAO and othet UN agencies,

international, African, regional and national entities, academic and research instirutions, NGOs,

CBOs, the private sector and donors. Where need arises, the alliance 11

may seek the support of any relevant institution for datageneration. This information can be hosted

by EAC or IGAD.

b. Resource Mobilization Strategy

Joint resource mobilization through projects to be managed by Paftners such as FAO and others 'qzith

the guidance of a project steering committee appointed by the Executive Committee of the Alliance

c. Communication and advocacy stategy

The Alliance shall develop a communication and advocacy strateg/, which shall be the guiding

document to all its members

d, Repora'ng'

The preparation of an Annual Report and presentation at the annual General Assemblyis mandatory.

Where necessary, ad hocreports (as and when required by the Executive Committee), must be

prepared and submitted

12. Financial management

The Alliance, in the course of implementing its activities shall be guided by the costed strategic plan

and annual plansas approve by the General Assembly.

The resources of the Alliance including funds shall be managed by the Executive Committee assisted

by the hosting instinrtion under the strategic guidance of the General Assembly.
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The executive will lead the resource mobilization strategies and efforts and manage financial resource

in line with the rules and ptocedures.

The Hosting Instirution urill integrate the resources in their financial management system for

transparency and accountability

13. Partnerships

The executive committee shall endeavor to develop and fotm PartnershiPs with other relevant and

strategic instirudons both within the region and globally for synergy in ordet to achieve its goals and

objectives. Examples of the possible partnerships include, but are not limited to:

[] National Eastern African Patliaments

[.1 Eastern African Regional Enrities: e.g. IGAD & EAC

tl Global and regional parliamentary allian6ss such as PAPA-FSN, PFH I-AC, etc.

t l Africa Union Development Agency (fotmer NEPAD)/AU

[l Governments

ll Research and academic institutions

tr UN agenciesand other development Partners

I Private sector

ll CSOs,

fJ Any other relevant insritudons.

14. Genetal Provisions

14.1 Transitional measures

i. Countries and RECs present at the adoption of the founding document andf or the launch of the

Alliance are founding members

ii. All countries and RECs in Eastern Africa will be invited by the Executive Committee to join the

Alliance

iii. FAO is to provide technical support to the Alliance as a transitional measure unril such time whete

the Alliance will secure a permanent technical structure that will suPport the Allance

iv. English will be the working language and translarion with ne done in all of the relevant languages

i.e. French, ICshwahili and Arabic.

14.2 Commencement

The launch of the Alliance will take place during the 1st General Assembly, which is scheduled for

15-17 April 2019.73
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74.3 Reuisionr/,*nendtnent of the founding document

The provisions in this docurnent can be amended by the AGM when necessary

If 50 percent tl of the countries and RECs constituting the Alliance withdraw, the winding-up

processes fot the Alliance will be implemented.

Adopted at at Mount Menr Hotel, Arusha, Tanzania on 15 April2019

The inaugural General Assembly Meeting
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2. CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF THE E)(ECUTI\rE COMMITTEE TO 4'h ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING OF EAPA- FNS
(Aptil 2Ol9 -Dec2022)

EASTERN AFRICA PARLIAMENTARY ALLIANCE

ON FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION

(EAPA-rS19

coNsoLIDATED REPoRT oF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TO 4ft ANNUAL GENERAL

MEETING OF EAPA- TNS

(April 2019 -Dec2022)

Kigalt - Rwanda

December 2022
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List of Acronyms

AECID Agency for International Development Cooperation

AU African Union

CAADP Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme

EAPA FSN Eastern African Parliamentary Alliance on Food Security and Nutrition

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization

FSN Food Security and Nutrition

ICN International Conference on Nutrition

IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development

IGAD IntergovcrnmentalAuthority on Development

IPU InterparliamentarY Union

IR Inception RePort

MoU Memorandurn of Understanding

MPs Members of Parliament

PANITA Partnership for Nutrition in Tanzania

PAP Pan African Parliament

PAPA-FSN PAP Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition

PDF Parliamentary Front against Hunger

RECs Regional Economic Communities

RUFORUM Regional Agriculture University Forum for Agriculture

SDGs Sustainable Development Goals

FAO SFE Subregional Office for Eastern Africa

SOFI State of Food InsecuritY

SIIN Scaling up Nutrition movement

TCP Technical Cooperation Project

TOR Terms of Reference

UN United Nations
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VGGT

WFP

wHo'

Voluntary Guidelines on Tenure - Food and Agriculture

World Food Progralnlne

World l{ealth Organization

lntroduction

The Eastern Africa Parliamentary Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition (EAPA-FSN) was launched on l5
April 2019 to position food security and nutrition at the highest level of the political and legislative agenda to

contribute to the achievement of development objectives of the member countries, regional economic comnrunities

(RECs) and the Eastern Africa region as a whole, with the view on benefiting communities, focusing on the full

realization of the overarching people-cantered approach.

1.2 The Establishment of EAPA-FSN: The Kigali Dcclaration & Follow up

In line with the global mornentum for direct engagement with MPs, the FAO has since 2017 provided a platform

for Eastern African legislators to discuss and further develop the role that MPs can play in:

Ensuring food security and nutrition;

Sharing experience and best practices; and

Fostering national and regional support to end hunger and malnutrition in Eastern Africa.

1.2.1 The Kigali meeting

Members of Parliarnents from six Eastern African countries (Djibouti, Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan,Tanzania,

and Uganda) gathered in Kigali from 2l - 22 November 2017. This meeting was suppotled by FAO through its

FAO-SFE (Addis Ababa, in close collaboration with Rwanda Country Office). The rneeting aimed to discuss the

role of lawmakers in ensuring food and nutrition security and fostering MPs' support for ending hunger and

malnutrition in the Eastern Africa sub-region. Acknowledging the insufficient progress in fighting against hunger

and malnutrition as evidenced by the persistent food insecurity and the increasing number of malnourished

childrel apd adults in Eastern Africa, they committed to (a) establishing national Parliamentary Alliances for Food

and Nutrition Security and (b) form a sub-regional platform that would promote cross-border sharing of expcrience

and best practices. Participating MPs also called upon continuous suppott from FAO and other partners in their

efforts to establish and operationalize such national and regional Alliances (Annex l).

1.2.2 The Mombasa Meeting

The meeting was held in Mombasa, Kenya liom the 4tl' to the 5tl' of November 2018, as a follow-up to deeperr the

discussion on Eastern Africa's perspective on legislative actions for improving FSN and paving the way for the

institutionalization of the sub-regional Alliance of Parliamentarians. This meeting was attended by representatives

frorn the Parliaments of Djibouti, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan,Tanzania, and Uganda. In line with this, it was

further expected that the (Sub) Regional Economic Communities (RECs) to be key entry points for the continuity

of the envisaged regional parliarnentary platform. The Mombasa meeting agreed on the creation of the Eastern

Page 30 of 42



Africa Parliamentary Alliarrce for Food Security and Nutrition (EAPA FSN) as well as proposed guiding

principles and key provisions for the governance and operations of the proposed Alliance. The Mombasa meeting

also agreed to hold the first annual meeting of the General Assembly and the off-rcial launch of the Alliance in

early 2019 in Tanzania.

1.2.3 The Launch of the EAPA ,17N,S - Arusha Tanzania

The l't Annual General Meeting of the Assembly convened in Mount Meru Hotel, Arusha, Tanzania from 15 to l7
April2019 as a follow-up to both the2017 Kigali dialogue and the 2018 Mombasa meeting to finalize the

institutionalization process of the EAPA FSN. The objectives of the meeting were to:

Discuss parliamentary actions for ending hunger and malnutrition in Eastern Africa

Discuss and adopt the draft EAPA FSN founding document;

Elect the Executive Committee members;

Officially launch the EAPA FSN

Agree on the dates and venue of the next General Assembly Meeting; and

Provide capacity-building training on the Voluntary Guidelines on Tenure - Food and Agriculture (VGGT) to the

Members of Parliaments and the right to food

The inaugural General Assernbly Meeting of the Eastern Africa Parliamentary Alliance for Food Security and

Nutrition (EAPA FSN) was co-organized by the Interim Committee of the Alliance, the Parliament of the United

Republic of Tanzania, and the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO) through its

Representation in United Republic of Tanzania and the Sub-regional Office for Eastern Africa (FAO SFE).

The meeting ended successfully by approving the draft founding document (Annex 2) and electing its Executive

Committee members per the approved founding document. This was followed by an official launch, which was

graced by the Speaker of the Tanzania National Assembly Hon. Yustino Job Ndugai (MP).

Strategic Overview

Vision

To support the EAPA-FSN Members to eradicate hunger and malnutrition in every Eastern African country by

2024.

Mission

To guide and support, through a strategic approach, the EAPA-FSN in its efforts to position food security and

nutrition at the highest level of the political and legislative agenda so as to contribute to the achievement of the

development objectives of the member countries, RECs, and the Eastern Africa region as a whole. This will be

achieved through the realization of the Strategic Plan's vision for 2024.
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Strategic Priorities

The report is based on the EAPA FNS 4 years Strategic plan (2020 to 2024), six Strategic priority areas, and an

action plan as approved in the 1't AGM in Arusha, Tanzania.

Overview of EAPA-FNS Performance

lmplementation Environment and Critical Enabling Factors

Food insecurity and malnutrition remains major public health and socio-economic development challenge in

Africa, most particularly in the Eastern Africa Sub-region. Recent data from the2022 State of Food lnsecurity

(SOFI) suggested that after continuous improvement, the food security and nutrition situation has worsened in

sub-Saharan Africa, particularly in Eastern Africa - most notably in situations of conflict and civil insecurity and

conflict combined with droughts and other extreme weather events. The prevalence of food insecurity in Eastern

Africa increased from 32.4% in 2OL4 to 35.9% in 2017 in Eastern Africa, where about 23.9 million people were

severely food insecu re in 2077 . Eastern Africa is also a region with a high number of its population suffering from

hunger. About half of the total undernourished population (132.2 million out of 236.5 million) and stunted

children (23.9 million out of 53.8 million) of the African continent are in Eastern Africa. Other estimates indicate

that malnutrition costs in Africa reach 526.7 billion a year, which is higher than the GDP of many countries.

Therefore, if the malnutrition rates remain high, Africa's speed and quality of economic development will be low,

slow, and painful.

Summary of progress made against the strategic priority and planned activities

3.2.1 The operationalization of the EAPA FNS

Under this priority area, the ExCorn managed to draft and approve key documents and budget such as the

Founding Document of the Alliance; Strategic plan, budget of the Alliance; structure and functions of the EAPA-

FSN Secretariat, draft Tenns of Reference for hosting countries; draft MoU (soon to change to l{osting

Agreement) between EALA and the Alliance; work PIan of the Alliance; budget of the Alliance; structure and

functiorrs of the EAPA-FSN Secretariat,

3.2.2 Hold mcetings and dclibcratc on kcy issues relating to FSN in line with the mandatc

The Excom Conducted 3 AGMs' in Arusha Tanzania, Kampala Uganda, and Djibouti as well as seven ExCom

meetings as prescribed in the Founding Document to discuss the progress of the Alliance and matter related to

FNS. Also, had a meeting with His Majesty King Letsie III of Lesotho who is AU Food Security and Nutrition
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Champion, arrd the parliament of Lesotho to advance matters of food security in the region aud bcyond. Further to

this, the ExCom held rneetings to discuss FSN matters with individual governments, civil society, thc private

sector, other organizations, and academia; visited entities similar to EAPA-FSN with the view on experience

sharing and benchmarking, and to ensure sustainability at the institutional level e.g. held a meeting with Speakers

and responsible Ministers relating to FNS in Djibouti, Tanzania, Rwanda, Uganda, Lesotho. Also, with
internationalorganizations such EU, FAO, IFAD, IGAD, EAC & EALA, AfDB, AU. Other includes the meeting

with PAPA FNS in Lethoto, meeting with IGAD IPU, and the visit to Hoima in Uganda during World food day

and attending the celebration of 40 years of existence in Uganda.

The ExCom has been at the forefront of making sure countries participate in all meetings of the EPA FNS and it
took leadership and full rnandate to invitations for the meetings in collaboration with FAO following the

inauguration AGM in Arusha Tanzania

3.2.4 Support thc cstablishment and operationalization, or the strcngthcning of cxisting, national

parliamcntary allianccs in mcmbcr countrics

The ExCom and the Alliarrce at large as been instrumental to advocate for the establishment of individual national

parliamentary alliances by visits and sharing of best practices countries. As a result of this initiative, several

member countries have formed new Alliances such as Somalia, Uganda, Djibouti, Kenya, and South Sudan. The

existing ones such as Tanzania joined and continue to operate and work closely with EAPA FNS. Thc ExCom

provided the Founding document, and constitution for EAPA FSN to the newly formed Alliances to guide their

establishment process

3.2.4 Develop and implemcnt capacity-buitding programs for individual Executivc Committces, and

members of National Parliamcntary Allianccs for FSN (NPAs-FSN)

In collaboration with FAO, RUFORUM, and the IGAD, a number capacity building session has been conducted

for members; these include the following:

training on the VGGT to the Members of Parliaments and the right to food.

FSN policy and legislation landscape analysis in Eastern Africa- RUFORUM-2nd AGM Uganda

Food Crisis in Eastern Africa presented by IGA -2nd AGM Uganda

IGAD's presentation on the response to the desert locust crisis in the subregion-3rd AGM in Djibouti

Regional and National Policy instruments on food security& Nutrition and role of Parliamentarians in Africa by

RUFORUM-3rd AGM in Djibouti

Country experiences and opportunities for EAPA FSN action by RUFORUM-3rd AGM in Djibouti

Introduction to and legislating for the right to adequate food- presented by FAO LEGN-3rd AGM in Djibouti

Nutrition and sustainable food systems for healthy diets- presented by FAO FSE-3rd AGM in Djibouti
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3.2.5. Influence the dcvelopment of rcgional, national and subnational dcvelopment plans to prioritizc food

security and nutrition

The ExCom members supported the development of national plans for newly formed alliances in Somalia and

South Sudan

3.2.6 Influcnce the design and allocation of national budgets to prioritizc sufficicnt resources for food

security and nutrition

The ExCom advocated for increased resource allocation in the national budget's food security and nutrition in

Somalia, Djibouti, and Kenya, where for example we have seen budgets in Somalia, wherc the national budget for

nutrition is from 0o/o to 3Yo and 2Y, for food seculity.

3.2.6 Advocatc for, facilitate, engagc with and influence policy decisions of potential intcrnational, African,

regional, and national public and privatc donors and othcr fundcrs

ExCom held an advocacy meeting with EU and AIDB for the purpose of resources rnobilization for the Alliance;

hDwever, no funds were obtained due to various structural barriers such as a lack of a hosting institution to hold

the funds

3.2.7 Sensitizc and educate constitucnts on household and community food sccurity as well as healtlty

dictary behavior

This activity has been irnplemented mostly at the country level by both the ExCom and all metnbers of the alliarrce

through different approaches such as:

through the socialization and popularization of FSN policies and legislation; where there have been country-level

activities such as in Uganda, and Somalia national alliances.

Also through raising awareness, education, and promotion of behavioral change by championing and galvanizing

constituents to adhere to good FSN-related practices through public engagement activities; for example, the

EAPA FNS members during field visits alongside AGM, apart from being a learning opportunity for members, has

been a good opportunity to interact with members of the community and provide space for awareness creation

to the respective community such as in Uganda visit Hoima district, Djibouti-the dam project visit and Somalia

through radio and TV awareness programs conducted by Hon, Chair and the country Alliances

4 Activities at rcgional level-EALA

Members frorn EALA have been able to advocate and push for various bills and resolutions regarding food and

Nutrition Security passing of bills and motions on FSN, such as:

Resolution to fast-track EAC climate change Bill 2019
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Livestock bill 2020,

East African Legislative Assembly sitting at the Chambers of the Parliament of Uganda in Kampala adopted a

common strategy for food security in the region. The adopted report has 17 recommendations divided into three

different priority areas as follows:

The first Priority is Enhancing the Free Movement of Food in the Region

The second priority area is lncreasing Production by Enhancing Productivity

The third priority area is to lmprove and Accelerate the lmplementation of Policies, Strategies, and Programs

East African Legislative Assembly, Zanzibar, Tanzania: 22 October 2016: ln light of the growing challenges faced in

ascertaining food security in the region, EALA is called on the Partner States to prioritize harmonization of

national laws, policies, and strategies on Agriculture and Food Security in order to ease the urgent

implementation of the Malabo commitments. EALA passed a Resolution urging the EAC Partner States, to fast-

track the implementation of the Malabo Declaration and the attendant commitments in the Partner States. The

Assembly once again reiterated its plea to Partner States to allocate budgets to agriculture that reach the Malabo

Declaration target of at least 10% annually or to strive to progressively get there. At the moment, only the

Republic of Rwanda, according to the Resolution, comes close to attaining the Malabo declaration, having

surpassed the 6% mark, with regard to its budget allocated to agriculture.

5. Activitics implemented by countries

5.1 Somalia

Chairperson of EAPA FSN: 26th April, interview with Dalsan Radio and TV to raise awareness of the concern

regarding food security

Speaker of the House of the People: 22"d of June established The Committee on Food Security and Nutrition

(cFSN)

Parliament; the Food Security and Nutrition ACT: To position food security and nutrition at the highest level of
political and legislative agenda so as to contribute to the achievement of development objectives of the country

5.2 Uganda

Enactment of law and strategy related to food and nutrition security including Fisheries Bill 2020, Public Health

Act amendment2022, and Uganda Nutrition Action Plan 2019-2025.

Orientation of new Members of Parliament on the overview of Uganda Parliamentary Alliance on Food and

Nutrition Security (UPA-FNS) and matters of food and nutrition security in November 2021'.
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Training Members of Parliament on Financing gaps in the food and nutrition sector in March 2021

Training Members of Parliament on the legal framework of food and nutrition security in May 2021.

Workshop for Members of Parliament on land use to boost food and nutrition security in October 2021

Training of Members of Parliament on the food system in May 2022

Parliamentary awareness on food and nutrition in August 2022

5.3 South Sudan

Enactment of law and strategy related to food and nutrition security including South Sudan National Policy on

Agriculture Production and development. Enactment of Sale of Goods Act 2011.

Launch of National Alliance on Food Security and Nutrition on 7U1,L12022.

5.4 Kcnya

Formation of food security and Nutrition Parliamentary Caucus

Developed the National Nutrition Plan

Developing of Kenya -2O2l Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN)Country profile

Developing country's SUN prioritiesfor 2022

Conducted a retreat to discuss Nutrition for Growth and UN Food Systems Summit on September 2021

5.5 Tanzania

Launch of the Second Strategic Plan for the Parliamentarian Caucus for FNS 2O2O - 2025

Launched the Second East and Southern Africa Regional Nutrition Budget Report

Development of the Second National Multisectoral Nutrition Action Plan (NMNAP lll2027-2026

Signing of Nutrition Compact that supports the implementation of the Second National Multisectoral Nutrition

Action Plan (NMNAP ll) and increases of resources for nutrition.

Launch of food System Road Map for Tanzania.

Sustain advocacy for increasing the budget for the agriculture and nutrition sector.
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4. Challenges

The outbreak of Covid 19 has been a major stumbling block in the implantation of the planned activities of the

Alliance.

Lack of sufficient resources to support the alliance activities, such as funds, Secretariat that would have

effectively supported the implementation of EAPA-FSN its planned activities

Gaps in communication with the local Alliances, FAO, ExCom, dynamics of Parliaments in terms of elections, and

timelines

lnadequate information on food and nutrition security, in some countries, thus reducing the ability of MPs to

formulate advocacy strategies and messages due to a lack of sufficient evidence to back up their asks.

5.2 Way forward

Linking the Alliance with regional and country processes is quite vital to make it more relevanU this is a critical

element for its sustainability

Strategic resource mobilization is criticalfor the sustainability of the Alliance, both regional and national

alliances.

Continued lnformation gathering, sharing, and capacity building are essential for the effective function of the

Alliances toward achieving the common goal. This could be achieved by nurturing the relationship that already

exists between FAO, RUFORUM, and EAPA FNS.

Finalize deliberation with EAC on the hosting arrangement for EAPA FNS, which is a critical element of the

sustainability of the Alliance

Continued supporting process to establish new Alliances in the country and capacity building of MPs should be an

ongoing activity, given that there is high turnover MP's due to election cycles in each country

I would tike to take this opporlunity to thank FAO for its substantive support to the Alliance, and all who rnade

this journey a success

Hon. Chair, Hou, Mernbers of the 4tl' General Assernbly, I beg to repoft.
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