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ilis Excellency

IIon. Daniel T
c.G.H., M,P. ,

Y
- --_/

President and Commander- in-Chief of the
Anned Forces of the Republic of Kenya.

Occasion: THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY I]NTON REGIONAL
SEMINAR ON PARI.TAMENTS AIVD THE
NATIONAL BI'DGET, TNCI,I'DTNG A GENDER
PERSPECTIVE.

MR. CHAIRMAN,
HONO{.IRABLE MINISTERS,
HONOURABLE MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT,
DTSTINGUISIMD GUESTS,
LADIES AND GENTLBMEN,

IT GIVES ME GREAT PLEAS{.IRE TO
JOIN YOU TODAY FOR TTilS IMPORTAI{T
II{TER-PARLIAMENTARY TIMOI{ REGIONAL
SEMINAR. THIS IS TIIE SECOND SEVIINIAR
TO BE HELD IN KENYA BY THE TNITER.
PARLIANTENTARY L,}{ION, SINCE TI{E O\E
\4'HICH \4;AS HELD IN NAIROBI IN 198J{.

I TAI\E TF{IS OPPOR.TUNITY TO \\'ELCO\iE
ALL TF{E] DELEGATES TO NAIP'OBI. AND ]'O
I\ENI'A.

a arap Moi,
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THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE BEEN TO

ouR coLiNTRY BEFORE, KNOW THAT
KENYANS ARE WARM AI\D HOSPITABLE
PEOPLE. I URGE ALL OUR VISITORS TO

FEEL AT HOME, FOR YOU ARE AMONGST

BROTHERS AND SISTERS. I WANT TO ADD

THAT NAIROBI IS ONLY A SMALL PART OF

KENYA. I HOPE THAT AT TIIE EIYD OF

YOUR BUSY SCIIEDULE, YOU WILL CREATE

TIME TO VISIT OTIIE,R PARTS OF THE

coLiNTRY, TO SEE OIIR DTVERSE FAIINA
AND FLORA, AND TO SANIPLE THE VARIED
CULTURAL LIFE OF OUR PEOPLE.
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MR. CHAIRMANI ,

TIM INTER-PARLIAMENTARY TINION ISAN IMPORTANT ORGANIZATION WHICHENABLES MEMBERS OF DIFFERENT
PARLIAMENTS FROM AROT.ND TIM GLOBETO INTERACT AND EXCIIAI{GE WEWS ON
VARIOUS ASPECTS OF TIM DEVELOPMENT OF
EFFECTTVE LEGISLATTVE INSTITUTIONS. IIIA\TE PERSONALLY BEEN ASSOCIATED WITHTIIE ACTTITIES OF TIM INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY TINIONI FOR A LONG TIME,
AND I F'IILLY SUPPORT TIM PRINCIPLES ANDIDEALS THAT TIIE ORGANIZATION HAS
CHAMPIONED OYER TIM YEARS. OFCOURSE, INDIVIDUALS COULD DISAGREE
OYER TIM INTERPRETATIOI.{ OF SOME OFTIIE IDEALS OF TIIE ORGANIZATION,
ESPECIALLY WIIEN APPLIED TO SPECIFIC
COTIYTRIES OR REGIONS.
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BUT SUCH DIFFERENCES ARE I{EALTHY .T\D
MUST BE EXPECTED, ESPECIALLY IN At\
ORGANIZATION THAT HAS GLOBAL
MEMBERSHIP. OYER TIIE YEARS,
KENYAAI PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATIONS
HAYE HAD TIIE OPPORTTII\ITY TO \rISIT
MANY OF THE COTiNTRIES REPRESENTED
HERE, AND TIIEY HAYE COME BACK
HOME WTIII NI'EW IDEAS THAT TIA\IE
ENRICIIED THE COIYDUCT AND QUALITY OF
Ot]R PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS.
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TIIE TIIEME OF YOUR SEMINAR IS
VERY CENTRAL TO TIIE EFFECTI\TE
F'III{CTIONING OF MODERN DEMOCRACIES.
AS YOU WILL AGREE, DEMOCRATIC
SOCIETIES ARE \'ERY SENSITTVE TO CASES
WHERE SOME GROTIPS FEEL EXCLUDED
FROM TIIE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS.
PEOPLE HATE TO BE ALIENATED.
EXCLUSION OF A GROTIP, WHETHER BASED
ON GENDER, LINGIISTIC PECT]LIARITY,
POLITICAL IDEOLOGY, RELIGIOUS AFFIMTY,
OR ETHMC PAROCHIALISM, IS BAI)
POLITICS WTIICH IS LIKELY TO TINDERMINE
AND ENDANGER TITE STABILITY AND WELL-
BEING OF A COI.NTRY.
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ONE OF TIIE MAJOR ISSUES YOU
WILL DISCUSS IN YOUR SEMINAR IS
EQUTTABLE DISTRIBUTION OF NATIOI{AL
RESOURCES THROUGH BUDGETARY
PROVISION. IN THIS REGARD, A
NATIONAL BUDGET IS A CENITRAL POLICY
DOCIIMENT WIIICH REFLECTS TIIE HIGIIEST
LE\IEL OF COMNITMENT TO FACE THE
DEVELOPMENT CIIALLENGES FACING A
COIINTRY. TIM FORMIILATION OF A
BIIDGET AND ITS PRESENTATION TO
PARLIAMENT FOR DEBATE AI\ID ADOPTION,
IS \'ERY CRUCIAL TO IEE ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT AI\D STABILITY OF A
DEMOCRATIC STATE. TTM.OUGH THE
BTIDGET, A GO\MRNMENT SPELLS OUT ITS
PRIORITIES FROM TIIE MANNER IN WIIICH
RESOT]RCES ARE ALLOCATED AND
DISTRIBUTED.

FJ...1..



7

IT IS FOR THIS REASOi\, THAT MEMBERS
OF PARLIAMENT ARE ALWAYS KEEN TO
KI\OW HOW THE BUDGET WILL AFFECT
TIIEIR CONSTITIJENTS.

BESIDES, WE ARE NOW OPERATING
IN A NEW SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
EI\-VIROI\MENT, W}IERE THE BENEFICIARIES
OF DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES WANT TO
PLAY A BIGGER ROLE IN DECIDING HOW
THOSE PROGRAMMES ARE DESIGNED, AND
EYEN IMPLEMENTED. TIIE PEOPLE WANT
TO PARTICIPATE IN MAKING \TITAL
DECISIONS WHICH AFF'ECT THEIR DAILY
LTYES.
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THUS THE PARTICIPATIOI{ OF ELECTED
REPRESENTATNTES OF TIIE PEOPLE IN TIIE
BUDGETI]YG PROCESS IS I{ECESSARY, AS IT
WILL ENSIIRE THAT NATIONAL RESOTIRCES

ARE DISTRIBUTED FAIRLY AND EQUITABLY.
IN KENTYA, WE HAVE SINCE THE
BEGINNING OF THIS YEAR, BEEN INVOL\TED
IN A CONSTRUCTTVE DIALOGT]E WITH
HONOTIRABLE MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT,
TO DISCUSS TIIE PRINCIPLES OI\ WHICH
THE BI,]DGET WILL BE BASED. I IIAVE
BEEN FOLLOWTNG TIIE DELIBERATIONS THAT
IIAYE BEEN TAKTNG PLACE ON THIS
SIJBJECT, INCLT]DII{G TIIE MEETING AT
THE SATARI PARK HOTEL LAST WEEK,
AND I HAVE NO DOTIBT THAT THIS WILL
GO ALONG WAY IN IRONING OUT ANY
ANOMALIES AI\D WEAKNESSES TIIAT HAYE
AFFLICTED OIIR BIIDGET-MAKING IN THE
PAST.
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MR. CHAIRMAII,
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

IN A DEMOCRACY TIIE THREE ARNIS

OF GOYERI.IMENT, NAMELY: THE
E)(ECUT[YE, TIIE LEGISLATI]RE AI\D THE
JTIDICIARY CARRY DISTINCT POWERS AI\D
RESPONSIBILITIES. TIIIS IS IN THE SPIRIT

OF CIIECKS AND BALANCES. TIMSE ARYTS

OF GOVERNMENT ARE AUTONOMOUS. BUT

\MRY OFTEN, TIIERE IS NEED FOR

CONSI]LTATION BETWEEN THE THREE ARMS

BEFORE CRUCIAL DECISIONS ARE MADE.

...10..
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FOR IIYSTANCE, ALTHOUGH
PARLIAMENT HAS THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY
TO ENACT LAWS, THIS MANDATE NEEDS

TO BE EXERCISED WITH CAUTION. IN
PARTICIJLAR, PARLIAMENTARY MOTIONS
WTIICH IIAYE FTNANCIAL IMPLICATIOI\S
SHOTJLD IIWOLVE PROPER CONSIILTATIONS
IN ORDER TO ENSIIRE THAT THEY DON'T
CONTRADICT TIIE SPIRIT OF TIIE NATIONAL
BUDGET. IF A SITUATION SUCH AS TIIIS
IS ALLOWED TO CONTINT]E IT CAT'[ LEAD
TO FRUSTRATIONS, AND TJNNECESSARY

SUSPICIONS BETWEEN THE LEGISLATI'RE AND
TIIE EXECUTIVE. FOR NO SELF-

CTING EXECUTTYE WOT]LD EI\DORSE
WITHOUTTIDGETED.FOR EXPEhIDITT]RE

OF ALL KNOWII.IG WHERE THB
ONEY WILL COME FROM.
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ANOTIIER ISSI'E RELATED TO YOUR
DISCUSSIONIS, CONCER",\S TIIE WATCHDOG
ROLE OF PARLIAMENT. IN EXERCISING
ITS MANDATE TO AUDIT PIIBLIC SPENDII\iG,
PARLIAryIENT SHOULD ALWAYS PASS OYER
TO THE JUDICIARY CASES THAT IN TIMIR
THINKING REQT]IRE JUDICIAL ACTION.
AFTER ALL, PARLIAMENT DEALS WITH
LEGISLATIONS, AND SHOTILD NOT
PROSECUTE AT TIIE SANM TIME. THIS
SHOULD BE TIM RESPONSIBILITY OF THE
JTJDICIARY.

ANOTIIER AREA WTIERE AFRICAN
PARLIANIENTS CAN PLAY AN IMPORTANT
ROLE IS IN TIIE IMPLEMENTATION OF
DEMOCRACY. THIS NEEDS TO BE DONE
CAREFULLY AI\D CAUTIOUSLY, WITHOUT
LOOSING SIGHT OF OT'R AF'RICAN VALIIES.

...12..
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AS YOU ALL KNOW, MOST AFRICAN
SOCIETTES ARE BASED ON ETHMCITTES,
AND MANY OF TIM ATRICAN POLITICAL
PARTIES TEND TO RELY ON ETHMC
SIIPPORT. THIS SITUATION IS I{OT
ALWAYS IN LINE WITH TIIE SPIRIT OF
DEMOCRACY, AI\D OFTEN T]NDERMINES THE
STABILITY OF OTIR COI.INTRIES. T DO
HOPE THAT IN YOTJR SEMINAR YOU WILL
ALSO DISCUSS TIIE NEED FOR AF'RICAN
LEADERS TO STRTVE TO E)(PAI\ID TIMIR
HORIZONS BEYOIYD TIIEIR TRIBES AND E\MN
NATIONS. TIIE DRTVE TOWARDS SOCIAL,
POLITICAL AND ECONOVIIC INTEGRATION OF
OTIR CONTINENT WILL REMAIN AN
ILUSION, IF LEADERS CONTINITE TO
FOCUS ON LOCALISED ISSTIES.

...13..
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WE NEED LEADERS WITH A BROADER
APPEAL, WHO WILL FACILITATE
INTERACTION WITH PEOPLE OF ALL
ETHMCITIES, NATIONALITIES AND
COT]NTRIES. IT IS IN TIIIS WAY, THAT
WE CAN SUCCEED IN DE\'ELOPING A
CTILTITRE OF PEACE, ANID ELIMINATE WARS
AIID COi\-TLICTS WTIICH HA\TE GTVEN THE
AF'RICAIY COI{TII\'EI{T A BAD NAME.

LET ME ALSO ADD THAT TIIIS
SEMINAR HAS DRAWN E)(PERTISE FROM A
WIDE RANGE OF PARLIA]VIENTARIANS AND
SPEAKERS WHO IIA\M, COME TO SHARE
THEIR KNOWLEDGE AI\D YIEWS WITH US.
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WE HAYE LEARNT IN THIS COUI{TRY THAT
GOOD INTENTIONS ALONE ARE I\OT ENOUGH
TO CHANGE BAD POLICIES. YOU ARE
ALL AWARE THAT WOMEN PLAY A BIG
ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF AFRICAN
ECONOMIES. T HOPE THAT THIS SEMINAR
WILL GO AS FAR AS ADDRESSING THE
IIISTORICAL Ai\D CI]LTIJRAL REASONS WHICH
I{A\'E MILITATED AGAINST EFFECTTVE
PARTICIPATION OF OUR WOMEN-FOLK NOT
ONLY IN TIIE DEYELOPMENT OF OIIR
PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY, BIJT ALSO
IN THE DE\'ELOPMENT PROCESS.

...15..
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I BELIEYE THAT THIS SEMINAR WILL
PROVIDE YOU WITH AN OPPORTINITY TO
LEARN FROM EACH OTHER AND ABOUT ONE
ANOTIIER. YOIIR EXCHANGE OF \TIEWS

AND EXPERIEI\CES WILL NO DOUBT IIELP
TO REINFORCE OUR CO-OPERATIOI{ AND
MUTUAL RESPECT, WHILE ALSO SERVING
TO EhruCH OTIR DEMOCRATIC PRACTICES.
AF'RICA, AS YOU ALL
CONTINENT WHERE

KNOW, rS A
COI\-FLICTS AND

AFRICANCI\TIL STRIFE AB

PARLIAMENTS SHO ENSURE THAT THE
RI]LE OF LAW tS AINED, WHILE
JTINGLE LAW IS CTED ALTOGETHER.
TIIIS CALLS FOR C

OPERATION AT ALL
TATION AND CO-

SO THAT MORE A ON WILL BE GMI\,I
TO THE DEYELO OF OUR RESOTJRCES.
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IN CONCLUSION, VIR. CHAIRMANI,
DISTINGUISIIED GIIESTS, LADIES AND
GENTLEMEN, I WOIILD LIKB TO EXPRESS

ONCE AGAIN MY GRATITUDE TO THE
ORGANIZERS OF TIIIS SEMINAR FOR
ENABLING LAW-MAKERS FROM OI]R REGION
TO COME TOGETIMR TO EXCIIANGE YIEWS
A}[D OPIMONS ON VARIOUS ISSIIES
AF'FECTING O{IR PEOPLE. THERE IS NO
DOTIBT THAT FOR DEMOCRACY TO
F'LOTJRISH IN AF'RICA TIIE LEGISLATTVE
ORGAhIS MUST PLAY TIIEIR ROLES
EF'F'ECTIYELY. I DO HOPE TIIAT THIS,
AI\D SIMILAR FORI.]MS WIIICH WILL BE

HELD IN THE FT]TI]RE, WILL GO ALONG
WAY TOWARDS TIIE PROMOTION OF GOOD
covERNANcE IN AFRTCA, AI{D TO ASSIST

OI]R PARLIANTENTS TO FT]LFIL TIIEIRI
CONSTITUTIONAL MANDATE.
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WITH TIIESE REMARKS, IT IS
MY GREATEST PLEASIIRE TO DECLARE
SEMINAR OFFICIALLY OPEN.

TIIANK YOU.

State House Nairobi.
2lst M"y, 2000
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