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What is the IPU?
The lnter-Parliamentarv Union (lPU) is the global
organization of national parliaments. We work to
saleguard peace and drive positive democratic change
through political dialogue and concrete action.

The only inte.national organization to bring together the
world's national parliaments, we promote democracy and
peace through this unique parliamentary membership.

An evei-changing pool ol about 45,000 members of
parliament, representing citizens worldwide, ensures
the IPU always has a finger on the pulse oI democracy

The IPU is an independent, self-governing body lunded
mainly by our Members. Our current membelship includes
171 national parliaments and 11 regional parliamentary
bodies as associate members.
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Advancing democracy and the
global security and development
agenda

"Padiaments...will play a

central role in translating
and adapting the global
agenda into ieal change
on the ground - through
legislation.liscal
rerorms, robust citizens'
participation and eflective
oversight, evaluation
and accountability.
Parliamentarians are
vital to every part ol oul
agenda to advance peace,
development and human
rights. "

To sav that 2016 was a tumultuous year would be an underslatement. Acts of terror and affronts

to peace and security; the drsplacement of untold numbers of people due to war and persecution;

major upsets n the poltical sphere; and natural disasters and extreme weather: 2016 was a year

of unprecedented misery, turmoil and lnstabllity. The effects were felt by the peoples of the world,
including in the global par|amentary communrty. and no one with a conscience was lefl unmoved.

However, lhe year was oot wrthout signs - and, tndeed, acts - of hope and progress.

2016 wrtnessed the beginning of giobal efforts to implement the United Nations .'11 r() '', r' 'r.r '

comm tment to meet the essential needs of the world's people and to dellver on their expectatlons -
to end poverty in all of its forms, and to safeguard the planet for all people, today and n the iuture.

Thls comprehensrve developm€nt package, and its 17 Sustainable Development Goa s (SDGsi,

wrll requrre the work and dedrcation of many actors to implement, not least the partrclpants in,

and proponents of, democlacy As Ban Kr-moon, then Secretary-General of the Unrted Nations,
i Li, ,j, I believe trrmly that. as natronal parllaments have been engaged from the outset in shaping

these Goals, they feel a strong sense oI ownership and commitment to their realization, and they
are stepping up dec sively to answer the call to play that vital role.

To thrs end, the global par|amentary community, wrth the suppon of the lPU, has begun to'walk the
talk' and strive to make the SDGS a rea rty. We are pursuing an rntegrated approaci to Agenda 2030,

aligning our directron with its requrrements, and focusing our etforts where we can make the most
impact - on the areas and the part cular SDGS that are tied to our core values and purpose. We are

developing research, tools and good practices. and applyrng them in our work at the regronaland
national levels 2016 witnessed a flurry of regronaland interregronal semrnars on the SDGs organized

by the lPU. The eagerness wrth which parltaments welcomed the self-assessment tooikrt on the SDGs

we designed in pa(nership with UNDP attests to their commitment.

The historic Paris Climate Change Agreement entered into force in 2016, giving greater impetus

to global efforts to recognize and address climate change as a real and formrdable challenge.
Parliamentarians were again rn the forefront, devising a roadmap ior the implementation of thelr
own /',rr,l/rrr,,/ j/,r ),11 1(,r) l'l rrr,,r) ('/r/rI,,Ir' { Ir,/ IrIrr.

At UN Headquarters rn July 2016, then UN Secretary-General 8an Kr-moon and I were pleased

tosrgn r ,.- il,ri-" ir,, . :, thus providing new stlmulus to colaboratlon between
the two inst tutions. The agreement places the institutional relationshrp on a stronger footing

IPU Secretary G(

I\lartrn Chunoonl

,01

UN Secrela r y.G eneral
Ban Kr.moon s (eniarks lo lhe
Annual Par ramentary Heannq
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and sets a framework for cooperation rn a number of existing and new areas. ln the wake of
this agreement, a UN General Assembly resolutron on rnteractron between the Unrted Natrons,

nationa parIaments and the IPU was also adopted. Together, these accords give governments
and parlaments a strong framework for enhanced cooperatron at the global level.

2016wi I also be remembered for the adoptron of ,r ir , ,ii ,i/ r t)' . tli.'1.r. i

This roadmap, the fruit of broad consultations among Members and partners, is part of the IPU's

efforts to continually a|gn rts work with the global agenda. Strategy 2017-2021 makes cleal the
connection between enhanced democracy through strong parltaments and better development
outcomes for the world's people.

The Stralegy builds on the IPU's work rn existing areas and has been adapted to lake rnto account
new and heightened realities such as violent extremism and terrorism, as well as increaslng

attacks on democracy and the institution of parliament in many parts of the world. Peacebuilding,

support for national reconcilration and confllct prevention have been moved up on the IPU's

agenda, as the need to go back to basics and emphasize the IPU's core mandate of promoting
peace through poLitica dialogue resonated strongly with our lvlembers.

The IPU's eflorts to advance gender equality and, in particular, the political empowerment of
women, were scaled up in 2016, with Women Speakers of Parliament upgrading their annual
meeting to 1,1)l ;, ', , rir: level.The very venue of the 2016 session, Abu Dhabi, was highly

symbolic, as the Arab region has one of the lowest levels of women's political representation
in the world The success oJ the Summit sends a strong message about women's political

emancipation thal will be heard throughout the planet.

Our Members recognrze youth participation as crucial to genuine democracy, and inclusive and

effective political processes. lnvolving young people in public Ife and political decision-making,
and becomrng more responsrve to their needs, therefore figures prominently in the Organizatron's
Strategy 2017"2021 .ln 2016, we laid a strong foundation for pursuit of these efrorts, which wi I

include the use of iniormation and communication technologies (lCTs) and social media to engage
this constrtuency, and to access their rnput and creatlvity.

To crown the year, the IPU launched its new, dynamlc and multi ingual website. Our window
to the world. the new website will reach out to a larger number of parllaments - N,4embers and

non-Members - as well as to partners and stakeholders, by providing relevanl and updated
information in four anguages; English, French, Spanish and Arabic.

2016 also saw an imponant step forward rn the IPU's contrnued drive towards universal
membership We achreved some success wrth the re-affiliatron of the Parliaments o, Egypt, as

well as Comoros. With the accession of the Parliaments of Guyana and Swaziland to the lPU, also

in 2016, the Organrzation is well on its way to achreving universal membership, currently standing

at 171 parliaments and 1l Assocrate Members. The establishment bY the IPU of rts ParliamentarY

Solidarity Fund, which seeks to facilitate particrpalion by small parliaments in the work of the
Organization, will undoubtedly add rmpetus to this drive.

The events of 20l6 have heightened. not lust the rmportance, but also the urgency of the
requirement that the IPU and its Members pursue our core mandate to build strong, democratic
parlaments. and mobilize them around the global development agenda. We are poised to
continue thrs work, and in 2017, to step up these efforts - because theYare fundamental to our
mrssion. and, more signrficanlly, because the world's people are looking to us to fulfil thrs vital
ro e. The world continues to be affLicted by niustice and inequalties, and it is no coincidence that
the global parliamentary community is poised to address these as it embarks on a new year.

Martin Chungong
Secretary General

Anolher watershed moment for the IPU in 2016 was the 40' annrversary of its Committee on the
Human Rights of Par[amentarians. The work of thrs unrque body, whrch defends the human nghts of
members of parliament (MPs) and addresses alieged violations of these rights, is as mportant and

relevant today as ever. 2016 saw the global parliamentary community reiterate its commitment to
solidarity wrth MPs across the world who are subiect to all sorts of impediments in the per{ormance

of lheir mandate.



Strengthening
parliamentary
SO
Terror sm, monumental political shifts, r sing economic
inequality and mass human suftering rn the world's conflict
zones were some of the megatrends the global parliamentary
community addressed at the two IPU Assemblies in L ., ..rt.r,

Zambia, and 1i,,r ,,v,i, Switzerland.

The humanitanan catastrophe rn Syra contrnues to loom large
on the nternational agenda, and parliamentaflans were keen to
engage n helping to find so utions to alleviate human sutfering
and destruction. An emergency resolulron on '' , . 1' : ,) t.

condemned in the strongest possible terms the targeted
attacks against crvrlians, hospitals and aid convoys, called upon
all parties to the conflict to rmmedrately cease such anacks
and reinstate the ceasefire agreement of September 2016, and
urged the Security Council to fulfi its primary responsibility of
maintarning world peace and internatronal secunty.

Giving an identity to the 230 million children without a crvrl
status was also identified as one of the maior cha lenges of
the humanitarian crisis in the 2'1" centurv.l ,,, '."re ll, ,i

'^ir. r:, adopted on this issue notes the alarmrngly large
number of unregrstered children and highlights the impact of
a child's lack of status on their access to education, welfare
benefrts and health services, and on other basic rights. lt aiso
identified a series of measures that parlramenis can take,
such as adopting aws that faci itate the issuance of birth
certifrcates free of charge or at min mum cost, implementing
mobile applications that allow authorIzed people to register
brrths, setting up registry otfices as close to people s homes
as possible, allowing women to regrster chrldren, digrtrzing
registration. and promotrng campaigns on regularizing the status
o, children without a legal identity or papers

Combating violence, protecting wodd heritage

CounteGterronsm and non-proliferatrOn of weapons of mass
deslructron remarned hrgh On our po|lrcal agenda throughout
the year. A reso ution on . r ' r ,, , i:, ):,,rit, t) ).!

was adopted at our Assembly in Lusaka. ln the resolution. our
Members proposod a multi-faceted approach to dismantling
terrorist networks, combating hatred, and counteracting terrorist
propaganda. The resolution stressed the "absolute need" for
international antrterror cooperalion to be stepped up. lt urged
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ln2016,thelPU(r,nrrnrtl,,' lr l'rol' r,t,. Rer1,i't l,rr I r,r, ,l ,rrirl
H ,!f ir r.r ir t r\', undertook a field mission to Lebanon to
assess the Syrian refugee crisis and its effect on the Lebanese
people. Dufl ng Assembly deliberations, parlramentafl ans
heard the report and recommendations arising from the field
mission and pledged to follow up on these recommendations,
in partrcular, by helprng to mobilize funds, implementing sound
suppon programmes for refugees and receiving communitres,
and, not least, address ng the rool causes of the crisis.
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The wor d s MPs condenrne.l lhe war aod hunral]rraran
catastrophe rir Alefipo. Syr a dunng the 135 IPU Assembl!
O AFP/LoLrar Beshara 2016
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par aments to e9 s ate to combat Dro-terror websites and
to crimina|ze acts such as travelling abroad to comm t terror,
recruiting and tra ning terrorists, and funding terrorism. lt also called
for action to cut the r sk of extremism taklng root by tackllng
poverty, discrimination and unemployment, while ncreas ng
dialogue, education and youth empowerment measuTes.

lvlembers of parlament also maintained thetr strong focus
on nuc ear disarmament and non-prolferat on, with a view
to securing a nuclear weapons-free world. They welcomed
the start of negotiations on a comprehens ve agreement to
ban nuclear weapons, examined avenues for action towards
the estab ishment of new nuclear weapons-free zones, and
identified good pract ces in addressing egislative gaps so as
to prevent the proliferation of weapons of mass destruct on to
non state actors.

measures to protect cu tural heritage from the impact of mass
tourlsm, cl mate change and urban zat on were also identif ed.

There was a new push to enhance women s part c pation in
parliament through a resolution adopted unanimously at the
135' AssenrblV on

r,,. I r,,. IPU Members committed to setting a targetensuring
30 per cent of l\,4 Ps are women and another target to ach eve
gender parity. The IPU's governing bodies also adopted a
decision to ncrease the proportron of women on the Executive
Comm ttee to 30 per cent.

!

A separate and comprehens ve r adopted in Lusaka
addressed the threats posed by armed conf ict and terror sm to
the wor d's cu tural heritage, ncludrng the destruct on ot histor c
s tes and the looting of artefacts to fund extremism. The trag c
destructon of Palmyra n Syra, one of the mostancient sites in
the world, was the latest exampte oi the need to find efiective
ways to protect cultura hertage.The resoution recommended
that intent onal destruction be defined as a war crime. t urged
States to become party to the 1954 Hague Convent on and
its protocols deallng w th the protection of cultural property
in arrned conflict, and all other relevant UN conventions.
Parliaments were also urged to take action, ncluding by ensuring
laws are n place to prosecute perpetrators. Par|amentary

Promoting youth and women's participation in democracy,
and human rights

Rejuvenating democracy and giving voice to youth was the
themeof a ivey . L, L , during the Lusaka Assembly.
The debate concluded wrth a forward-looking outcome document
that identif ed important courses of parliamentary action. Among
these, N,4Ps stressed that responses to r sing extremism must be
based on more democracy, not ess. Ensuring young people had
opportunities and a viable future would help deleat radlcalism.
Our Members a so comm tted to adapting and modern zing their
parl an1e1ts so tl'a' they oecore r1c.us ve, open .lst tJtions
capable of de ivering a better future for youth. Ouotas to raise the
number of young people in parliament, using modern technology
to increase poltical engagement and transparency, and boosting
polit cal empowerment through the incluslon of civic education in
schoo curricu a were some of the proposed solutions.

ln a speech 10 the upper chantDer oi the Russra Parlanrenl. IPU Presrdent Saher Chowdhury prarsed Brlss a s longslanclrng
nrenrbersh p of IPU and urged [,4 Ps to cont r']ue work ng lor peace O Serqev Raytakov/Rra Novostr/SDutnrk
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As the IPU Committee on the Human Frohts of Parlramentarians

was commemorating its 40'n anniversary, the theme of the
General Debate at the 135'' lPU Assembly in Geneva was rlr., t'.r

r,.,, 1r, r ' a r,.. The outcome document detailed specif rc actions
parliaments can take to prevent human rights abuses and tackle
them when they occur. Ensuring internatronal human rights
norms are part o,f national legislation, guaranteeing that law
enforcement always acts with the necessary restraint, combating
gender-based vrolence, and preventrng the nse of violent
extremrsm are a few of the concrete measures parllaments must
take to protect their crtizens' human rights. The recommendations
aftsing from the debate made clear that MPs must speak out
vigorously agarnst violations and " .work tirelessly to find a

remedy, whatever the vrolation, and wherever tt occursl'

Growing the IPU community

ln add tion to the formal agenda of IPU statutory bodies, the
Assemblies also provided a unique opportunity for dynamtc
parliamentary diplomacy. Over 200 bilateral meetings were
held in Lusaka and Geneva, resulting in initiatives and
new relationships of respect and understanding tetween
parliamentarians and nations. True 10 our traditional role as

a mediator and honesl broker, the IPU tacilitated dralogue
between politrcal factions rn countries such as Cambodra,

Cyprus, Yemen, Venezuela and Syria, as well as between
parliamentarians from countries wrth very tense or non-existent
diplomatrc relations such as the Democratlc People's Republic of
Korea and the Republic of Korea.

2016 also saw an rmportant step forward in the IPU's dr ve
towards universal rnembership. With two re-affilrations and two
new affi iat ons, our membership reached an al -time high of 171

Member Parliaments and 11 Associate N,4embers.

New chall€nges, new strategy

The new Strategy adopted by the world's MPs during
the 135" Assembly was one of the maior highlights
of 20t6.The ,r: .ri, ,rl .,i)1, -lt::)/, which is informed by
the successes and lessons learned from the prev ous
strategy, sets a new vision and mlssion to guide the
IPU's work to meet ncreasing, multiple and complex
cha lenges, rncluding terrotsm and vrolent extremism,
climate change and growing inequalrty.

These cover: the advancement of democratic values, the
rule of law and strong, representative parliaments, and
peace and security; and the promotion of gender equality,
youth participation in politics, parliamentary involvement
rn the implementation of the Sustainable Development
Goals, and human oghts.

To ensure maximum impact and that outcomes transcend
indrvidual interests, the Strategy lists enabling actrons
that concentrate our efforts in five areas: effective
internal governance and oversight, visibility, advocacy
and communications, gender mainstreaming and a

rights-based approach, a properly resourced and efficient
Secretarrat. and bJrldrng partnerships

The Strategy is designed to be jlexlble, a lowing for
ongotng adlustments. This is essential as the organization
morrrors p,ogress ard modrties act v lres as .ew
challenges and opportunities emerge
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The Strategy, drahed under the guidance of IPU Member
Parliaments, anrculates the core values of the Organrzation

and centres on two overarching goals: to burld strong,
democratrc parlraments, and to mobrlize them around
the global development and security agenda. Wilhin this
framework, eight obiectives have been defined.
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Assembly as part of rts
PaperSmart ln t ative
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The IPU's slrong working relationshrp with the Unrted Natrons
deepened n2016,wrtha ,... I . vibrant
parhamentary rnput into key UN processes, eftectrve work by the

, constructrve engagement wrth senior
UN ol{rcrals al events organrzed by the lPU, and the adoptron of
a br-annua of the uN GeneralAssembly on rnteractton
between the Un ted Nations, national parliaments and the IPU

Wrth 80 co-sponsors, the UN General Assembly resoiution
recognized the IPU's commitment to support parliaments and
parliamentarians rn the achievement of the SDGs. The resolution
also encouraged the IPU to continue to provide substantive
contributions to global debates on a number of challenges such
as migration, non-proliferation and disarmament, and disaster
r sk reductron. The resolution welcomed the new regular
par|amentary srde event berng held during the UN H gh-level
Polrtrcal Forum on Sustainable Development, the main global

mechanism to lrack the rmplementatron of the sDGs lt also
expressed support for the . . r 'i '.

UN and other partners to ensure high standards for technical
assistance to parliaments. Ambassadors and pa rlia mentarian s
participated in the UN General Assembly debate, underscoring
the critical imponance of effective cooperation rn the age of the
SDGs and in the face of increasing international challenges.

The General Assembly resolution also calls ior an annual meeting
oI the leadershtp of the United Nations and the IPU to review
joint work and identify opponunities for political and operational
cooperation. The frrst such meeting, held in 2016, was
instrumental in clarifying the complementary roles ol the United
Natrons and the IPU in the global cooperation architecture.

lncreasing cooperation with the United Nations

Twenty years after the frrst IPU-UN cooperatton agreement was
conc uded, the Secretar es General of the United Nations and
the PU signed a new cooperat on agreement. This agreement
puts our partnership wlth the United Nations on a stronger and
more strategic footrng, and sets the course for even closer
cooperatron in the Iuture

Bringing
parliamentary voices
to global affairs

Jew IPU-UN agreenrent charls the way tr

ooperalron O UN Photo/Rrcl Batornas. i

I

f

t
o

lD

$
o i--_/

a
a

I

I

-,

I



D

AD
(

J

As the global organization of par iaments, rhe IPU's mportant

ro e in pron]otin; representative democracy' human r ghts and

gender equaLity through political d a ogue and parliamentary

;ction is hlghl ghted in the agreement. The need for

parliamentiry engagement to achreve the 2030 Agenda for

Sustainable Deve opment is also emphasized'

Helping to stem the worldwide dru9 problem

The 2016 Annual Parliamentary Hear ng at the United Nations in

Febr.rary prov'deo ar opoort,l'lltY 'or over 200 pa' ra'nenla'ans

10 engage on important issues related to the global drug

problem. Entitled ' T'r; rl rri,l irririr irrLrl'li ''r irl 'jri/ 'lr ' 
I rrr /

str r,r,, il1r.,,,,t i, r tr ). i ri.rr, ri r,'s; \ rr r: ( the meeting featured dynamic

interactions with UN offlcials, civil society experts and members

ot the diplomat c communlty The summarY of the meet ng was

presented to the UN GeneralAssembly Special Session on Drugs

in April 2016.

Speaking at the opening of the session, President of the

General-Assembly, Danish MP Mogens Lykketoft, encouraged

pa rliamenta rian s to express the ideas and opinions of their

constituents during the discusslons, to draft and adopt the

relevant legaL frameworks, and to embrace their role as

custodiantoi parliamentarY accountabi ity - overseeing the

implementat on of lnternational commitments' and calling for

action and answers when needed.

Yury Fedotov, Executive Director of the united Nations Office

on brugs and Crime, also welcomed parliamentary engagement

n the broad range of issues related to drugs, inc udlng health'

agriculture, stabiLty and development as we I as substance abuse

aid organized crime. IPU President Saber Chowdhury stressed the

importince of the health and human rights perspectives in additron

to tl-e'dw e.iorcement aspects of rl- s issLe

Focus on challenges at the United Nations

At its rneeting in Lusaka during the 134i'Assembly, the IPU's

Committee on UN Affa rs worked on mov ng forward with the
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lhe Ljn ted Natrons to address the global drug prot'len
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The IPU pledged rts support
of the WTO's conrmrtment
to ensure an rncjustve
approach to nternational trad(
negotratrons. @ IPU/Giancarlo
Fortunato.2016

the Commission on the Status of Women, the UN General
Assembly Specta Session on Drugs, the High-ievel political
Forum on Susta nable Development, the comorehensive review
of Security Counctl reso utlon l54O on weapons of mass
destructron, the GeneralAssembly h gh level meeting on large
movements of refugees and migrants, and a number of other
mportant debates.

Parliamentary dimension to functioning of world trade
Together wrth the European parliament, the lpU continued
to spearhead efforts to enhance parliamentary oversight and
accountability of the Wortd Trade Organization (WTO). The r,,,r rr
r',,ri. rir., I:r,riLr',,,r , ) r,.tl,l(l rl(t",1 i )t and the reoular
meet,ngs ot l1e PCIM O Steenng Com..t ttee p.ovrded va uJble
opportunities for parliamentarians to nteract with WTO officials
and negotiators, secure additional information and clar fications,
better understand the challenges and opportunities facrng the
WTO, and matnstream these f ndings into their work at the
level of national par iaments. The lpU a so pledged to support
WTO efforts to deliver on ts commitments through an rnclusive
approach that takes into account the aspirations of all involved in
determintng international trade agreements.
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implementation of the SDGs, and provided a forum where
parlamentatians shared good practices and ideas to ensure that
in future these international and cross-cutting goals are factored
nto national budget processes, policies and leglslation. The

commiftee sessron made the link between the lpU and the UN
High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Deve opment, which s
mandated to perform a global revrew of SDGs lmolementation
ou rng rts Jr,ly sess,o'].

The Comm ttee also initiated the first ever dialogue between the
IPU and candrdates for the position of UN Secrelary General.
Whi e it was not possib e to hold a debate with the dec ared
candrdates, the Commrttee put three written ouestions to
t'lel-'r a.d t4e,r resoolses we.e posred to tl-e rpU s webs te.
The interaction provided an opportunlty to further develop
the relationship between the lpU and UN Secretary_General
nominees, and will continue to allow for this in future. Going
forward, the IPU hopes to augment our already very so|d
relationship with the new UN Secretary-Genera Antonio
Guterres, a former parlia mentaria n.

During the Geneva session, the lpU Committee on UN Affairs
held a debate on UN fundlng that shed light on the comptexrty
of national reporting on UN contributlons for most countries A
second debate examined the adequacy of the UN response to
a legatrons of sexua assault of children by UN peacekeepers.

Representing parliamentary concems at the United Nations
ln 2016, the IPU president. the lpU Secretary General and rhe
OfIice of the Permanent Observer represented the Oroanization
ard tne worlo pdrriarrentarV corrmur,iy ir a "lJ^-tber o-, UN
debates and processes, bringing to the fore the outcomes
of statutory and speciaIzed rnter-parlamentary meetings
and de iberations Statements were delvered to meettnos of

We also underscored the need to have the role oI Darliaments
re'recteo T t1el.ew Ge''terat Asser'tb,y resol_tton on UN svstem
ope'at,ons. (nown as lne Ouadrernial Comprehe,.tsrve poljcy
Bevrew.
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National reconciliation
and conflict
prevention

maintained dialogue with members of the oppos tion in exile to

"""t 
tn"n ri"*t-unO identliy possible IPU support to resolve the

crisis ln Burundi.

The IPU participated in the thlrd instalment of L:rerre!'i F'€r'ir'

',^,,. I - a collectlve initiative to connect and highlight the work

of actors working for peace' rights and well-belng' During the

week, we co-noited two events to delve into matters such

." no* 
"tunttiut 

aun ensure that peace, once established' is

ar"tuin"a, and how to redress rnequality, which ii allowed to

persist can ieoPardlze Peace'

Events in countries such as the Central Afrrcan Republic' the

oLrno.r"ti" nuprorlc of the Congo' Gulnea-Bissau' Llbya' Syria

"nOV"r"n 
ur" be ng closely monitored by the IPU We stand

i"ady to asrist the parliamentary and governmental authorities

o]1nu"" 
"ornrtl"",o 

rebuild the institution of parliament and

help promote dialogue within the institution with a vlew to

national reconciliation.

Disarmament and non-prolileration
i,-t rn 

"tiou 
,o promote implementation of UN SecuritY Council

,|,"r,,,,,', t! lb on preventlng non-State actors from obtalning

weaoons o'mass oestruction {WMDs) the IPU organ'zed a

i"oio-r 
"""] 

n"''n Aordian, Cdte d'lvoi'e More than 70 lVPs

ir; 18 countries took part in the seminar' the first event to

u,,no tooethe, MPs'rorl an ertire co']t'renl to olscJSS the

^pL-Jntu,,o" 
of this 'esolJlion' The serrttat maoe sevetal

t."Jom."nOrtiors *hich served as the IPU's contribution to the

2016 Comprehens ve Review of the Status of lmplementatron

oi ,"solrt on 1540. UN Security Council resolution 2325'

;do;i;;;tthe 
"nd 

of the comprehensive review' acknowledged

partiamentarians'key role and encouraged them to be more

iortl 
"ornlng 

in enaciing the necessary legislalion to implement

obligations under resolution 1 540'

Peace and intemational securitY

At tne l34 Asserrbly'n LJSala, the IPU ' rr I " r'r'-'

,,'l';, -, l:1,', 1r'Yadopteda rtlol rl() on enhancing global

cooperatron on counter-terrorism' ln addltlon' the Committee

orqanized a series of meetings to raise awareness among Lts

rnEan"ra oi issues related to the promotion of democratic

Objective 6 of the lPL.l Stfttegv 2017'2021 rs "Contribute to

p"""utrirOlng 
"nO "onflict 

preventron'l M:]rPers walt:d l!is-- ,,
goat to feature more prominently on the IPU's agenda because rt

"relates 
to the Organizatlon's core mandate to promote dialogue

unJ tne pea"etut-,esolution of conflicts' Under thls objective'

if," tpU uttlat" parliaments rn addressing thorny lssues and

.,"",,no un incl,rstue f'anewor. tor decislo''l-'ra<r'lg and

d a.oou-e wlth a view to suosequently ldent fying longer-terrl

neeo! lor capacity bu,ldrr^g a1d advisorv serviLes'

As part oi this framework, the IPU conlinued to assist the

Thai inte m parliament with the constitution drafting process'

Following the presentation of the drait constitution' IPU SecretarY

Generat"wartin Cf,ungong and a constitutional expert undertook

a two-day mission to Bangkok to ascerta n progress made

to*ards a ,eturn to democratic rule and to support an etfecttve

"on"tiirtion"r 
process. The mission report highlighted the need 

,

i"rfn"l ," tu"r , *nse of "ownership" of the constitutlon and for

free discussion of the drafting by the people'

We also organized a parliamentary factjind ng mission with

the Forum of Parllaments of the lnternational Conference on

inu C,"ut fut"" Region (FPJCGLR) in Burundi and Uganda' The

.Lsion *r" "i.ea 
ut strengthening dialogue in Burund through

o"rliur""",. Meeti'lgs w,th di4ere.ll stal'eholdets rn Bu'undt '

"nJ 
,. .lg"nAa wnl- P'es dent I\'4usever' neloeo I1e r.e''lbe's

iiinl *i..ion to g"t a better understanding of the political and

Iecrflty sltuatlon,-and the challenges faced by the country and

it. ortiiu*"", lts report included elght recommendations to help

BLrrundi overcome the ongoing politlcal crlsis ln the country'

ln his ongoing d alogue wlth the Burundi parliamentary

urrf,o*iut tie IPU-Secretary General reiterated hls desire for the

lr,norl,i"" ,o ptorote inclus ve dialogue invo vlng all Burund an

;ctors with n and outside the country The Secretary General also

70 MPs from 18 countrres

took part in an IPU regional

semrnar on UN Security
Council reso!utron 1540.

Development lmPlementation
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accoJnrabi tty of t1e o vate secJflty sector, dnd corrprel-ersive
d,.sarrname.lt Jn 20'17 ir :s po sed to adopl a st.o1g resolJtion on
The role of parliament tn preventing autside interfirence in the
internal affairs of savereign States.

Middle East questions

The IPU has committed to work towards more concrete actions
and outcomes. ln line with this, the Secretary General has
rnit ated cnanges t1 rhe wo.k of lhe

baseo o1 two obJect,ves.

I esldo tsl- regronat pro,ecrs o. peace that can turn
elements of conflict such as water, food, unemployment
a.d ene'gy nto tactors ot co-e. Stence t^roJgl- regro-a,
efforts and exchange of expertise; and

2. build bridges of dialogue berween parliaments of the
region that can support the peace process and address
regronal threats and challenges, as well as the SDGs.

The prolects of peace seek to identify and implement
tech']o.ogtcal solut oTs to nrsTo,tca probren-S.lhe lpU thLs
rtttated a se ies o{ rounotables Tre . rst of these, cordLcleo tn
Geneva in 2016, dealt with ..,nr. . lts flndings were 

"ndorseJbfthe 135,h Assembly in Geneva and the second roundtable is due
to be held during the course of 2017

The Commlttee on Middle East Ouestions vis ted the region n
January and had very open discussions and fruitfu meetings
with the Speaker and members of the lsraeli Knesset, and"-
representatives of the lsrae| Ministry of Foreign Affairs ln
Ramallah, they met members of the palestinian National Council
and the comm ttee on the settlements issue. They also met the
Palest nian President, IVlahmoud Abbas.

Counter-terlorism

F ghltag ler.onsn aro v.o ert a\t,err snl ts a ce.]treotece of g,obal
secuflty efforts. For the lpU, 2Ot6 was a defining moment inlhis
regard The Organization ioined hands with the UN Office on Drug
and Crime (UNODC) to devise the lpU s first_ever counteFterrorl;
strategy, building on relevant ipU resolutrons since ,1996.

This strategy is intended to suppo( the UN Global Counter
Terrorism Strategy and the UN Secretary-General,s plan of
Action to Prevent Violent Extremism, as well as to f ill the gap
r rTO.emertatioT by aOp'y:rg tne orovtsro,ls regardrng -hi ro e

of par|ament in the UN Strategy and plan of Action. Tiis will
require not only the translatton of international resolutions rnto
national law and the establishment of preventive -"uaur"", trtalso action to tackle the root causes oi violent extremism that
may ead to terronsm

Syria

P€rliamentary elections took place in Syria in Aprjl 2016. A
delegation from the newly-elected parliament attended the
iPU Assembiy in October 2016. The lpU has continued to
encourage the Syrian par|ament to play a strong role in national
reconcrliation and in serving the interests of all of Syria,s people,
and the Organization rs keen to help prepare the ground ior a
representative parliament in a postconfllct Syria.

lnter-Korean dialogue

The IPU Secretary General has made a particular commitment
to promoting political dialogue rn the case of,,forgotten,, or
intractable conflicts. He has visited pyongyang.,iO Seorl to
gain a first-hand understanding of the issues that have left Korea
one of the ast divided countries in the world. The ipU uses
padiamentary diplomacy to foster initial contacts and to create
an atmosphere that burlds trust and dispe s suspicion. The roie
is one oi support, and it is in this role that the Secretary General
has maintained regular consultat ons with the authorities of
the.Democratic People's Repubiic of Korea and the Bepublic
of Korea in an effort to promote dialogue between them at the
parliamentary level

a
fi'

I Ir I

ln 2016, the Commrttee on
Middle East Ouestions held rts
first roundtabte rn Geneva dea|ng
with water. O lpU/Jorkv 2016

The IPU encouraged lhe Svnan
Parlrament to play a strong rol€
rn natronal reconciliatron @ AFp/
Muhanrmad Ha1 Kadout 2016
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Better parliaments,
stronger democracies
Decl ning public conf dence in democrat c nstitutions has
reinforced the need for strong and stable parlaments that
represent the voice oi the people. Ensur ng par iaments remain
the drivers of democratrc progress and funct on ef{ect vely
were cole pr orities for the IPU in 2016. During the year, the
Organization continued to pursue an integrated approach to
meet ng these oblect ves through the deve opment of a range
of too s, standards and cr teria, and through therr app rcation to
support national parliaments n building capacty.

Common Principles in action: a parliament-centred
approach

The r ',ir itt .i'i ' 1 , r ' , r r t / , , r r i , , i rr,.,, ,.rir adopted in 2015
were desrgned to enable parliaments to develop their capacity and
increase the r etfectiveness in carry ng out their funct ons. By the
end of 20T6, 109 parliaments and partners had endorsed these
principles, expanding their application and relevance.

ln the past year, the IPU made determ ned efiorts to translate the
Common Princ p es nto aoncrete actions. We organized the f rst in a

series of expert roundtables on individua pr nciples This roundtallle,
on Common Pr ncrple three, Building to last: Parliamentary support
aims for sustainable oufcornes mobilized over 50 participants from
more than 20 nat ona par|aments and partner organizations. lt
provided a platlorm for the shar ng of good practices. ln addressing
common challenges fac ng parliaments, rt stressed the need
Ior integrated planning, monitoring and evaluatlon to ensure the
susta nabi tV of parlamentarV development.

A roundtable on Comnron Pnncrple thre(
{ror mo.e tl^ar 20 natrona, pa,Ia"neaiS

nobiLzed over 50 participants
IPU/Jorky,2016

lntegral to the Common Princip es is the understand ng that
an indivrdual parliament must take the ead in determining if
and what k nd of external ass stance is required to support
developing its capacities For example, the Afghan Parlament
decided to set up a parliamentary service (PS), as a PS gives
a parlament greater autonomy in the management of its own
adm nistration, stalfing and financ ng. They sought and received
the IPU's assistance in th s capacity-bulldlng undertaking.

The IPU's work in Zanrbia sanotherexampe n20l6ofthe
application of the Common Principles. The Nat onal Assembly
firmly guided the development ot its digital repos tory by taking
the lead n dent fy ng its needs follow ng a ser es of IPu-supported
expen training workshops. lt established a steering committee to
take decisions, set goa s and continue driving progress.
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Building parliamentary capacities worldwide

ln 2016 the IPU supported eight nationa parlaments to develop
the r capacities; these inctuded Afghanistan, Egypt, l\lyanmar,
Pa estine, the Republic of Korea, Sr Lanka,Tunisia and Zambla.

ln Egypt, the Speaker of the new Parlament, Ali Abd E a I Sayed

Ahmed, and the IPU Secretary Genera renewed an agreement
that paves the way for continued collaboration on strengthening
parLiament and democracy in the country. Follow ng a needs

assessment, a comprehens ve pro]ect document articulated
s x prionty areas, identified by the Egyptian Par iament,
tor the IPU to support; these ranged from establish ng a
parlamentary nstitute and improving oversight, law-making and

representat on, to increas ng promotion of gender equality.

Add tronal support provided to lvlPs and stafl of the N,4yanmar

Parl ament included the lnstallat on of a modern data centre,
along with plans to host an intranet and a website w th n the
centre, as we I as v ta ICT services train ng for staff.

The Parliament of the Bepublc of Korea undertook a

const tut ona review to identify ways to promote women's
partlc pat on in pol tics, examine sharrng oi powers w thin
govern'rent a,]d 'oster g'eate/ cllrlen e,]gager'lent r
parliamentary afJairs. To assist the parl ament in this endeavour,

the PU organized an exchange of views and experiences with
constitutional and gender experts from Be gium, Canada, France

and Germany. lt also provided comparat ve inrormation on
parliamentary nomrnation procedures and confrrmat on hearings
f'om across the glooal odr ramentarV (o'n',l.u.itv.

ln Sri Lanka, the IPU helped estab ish a digital ibrary and

assisted w th the nstailation of a software system ta lored
ro th-o Sri Lankan Parliament.The IPU also traioed staff n the

malntenance and management of the new

92 national and regional activities by theme

svstem, strengthenrng their parllament's abi ity to manage and

safequard its valuabLe documents.

ln Tunisia, we provided expertise for a workshop on
parllamentary admrnistration management models and the
oversight iunctlon of par iament.

Democracy 2030

The:riitrj ,, ,., 1,,,,,r ,r il.! ,)1 l)a r, r rn,r.,/ WaS Celebrated
by more than 20 national parliaments, many uslng the
theme proposed by the IPU: Demacracy 2030.The
IPU organ zed a pub ic event to mark the day, bringing
together pa rlrame nta rians and citizens to discuss
parliaments and the future of democracy. The discussion
was highly re evant at a time when new techno ogies are

enhancing the abilty of parliaments to engage directly
with citizens. lt also explored ways n whlch parlaments
can engaqe youth in their own spaces, while at the same
time creating more space for youth in parlaments. ln

additian, Democracy 2030 rrderccoted the fundamental
importance ol enhancing democracy in order to ach eve

the 2O3O Agenda for Sustainable Deve opment, wh ch

acknowledges that strong, transparent, accountable and

inclusive instrtutions are necessary across the board if the
Sustainable Deve opment Goals are to be met.

t5 I Technrca Cooperalron

HLr nran nqhis

I Gender

I v,:utn

Hesource centre

I Peace & securrty

I Deuetop.nent

Celebrating our Members

ln 2016, the number of lPU Member Parlaments rose to
171. with the addit on of Egypt. Guyana, Comoros and

Swaziland.

IPU President Saber Chowdhury took part in celebrations
marking the l2Lr :r nrver:.ary oi lltc Sorban Pnrl.rrrreni :l

membersh p in the lPU. The Serbian Parl ament was one

of the first Members, having ioined in 1891.
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l\,4embers of Par iament in Mvanmar took part n a five-day
nduction programme in 2016, which was backed by the IPU

and UNDPThe programme centred on the three nrain areas

of parl amentary responsibility - passing laws, oversee ng the
government and representing c tizens. Nearly 460 lvlPs from al

po it ca part es and both houses of parl ament took pa rt in the
programme, which saw the transfer of knowledge from former
10 new MPs and exchanges with MPs from some nine countries.

I
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Keeping the
momentum on
gender equa ty

The IPU and Member Parliaments a so Tema n concerned
about violence and discr mination against women and gir s, and
throughout the Vear continued to take concrete actions to create
a world Iree from oender,based violence.

Global action on women's participation in politics

A new record was achieved n 2016 with over 50 women elected
to pres de over a par iament or chamber ln 2005, the number
of women Speakers was just 19 - the lowest number recorded
s nce '1995, when the E, 'r,r,,r i';,rlr 

,,,, r ,, .t, I, r,waS Srgned.

..r,,f ,rri i'r,r , :r)l .r,; "United for Shaping the Future,'
was organized by the IPU and the United Arab Em rates Federa
Nationa Councll n 2016. Held ln Abu Dhab, 34 fema e Speakers
oI Parliament, together with parliamentarians from 50 countries,
attended the Summit. Women Speakers unanimous y adopted
the .1r,, r ), tt, l), .i :t ! , which sets out practcal steps to:

. he p par aments concentrate on emerging and future cha enges

. tackle geopo itical, socio-economic, environmental and
techno ogica issues

. ensure a more gender-sensitive and inclusive world, and

. build a better qua ity of lfe for future generations.

They also reaf,firmed the r commitment to advance women's
part cipat on in politics, make par|aments more gender-sens tive,
empower women and girls, and put an end to d scr minatlon and
violence against women.

The IPU is also leading by example with Secretary Genera
Mart n Chungong continu ng in 2016 n his role as an nternationa
Gender Champion. As a champron, he committed to a quota of
at Least 30 per cent of women represented across IPU structures
and groups. The 135" Assembly in Geneva marked another
m lestone, with 33 per cent of panic pants being women - we I

above the global average for the number of women ,4Ps.

Supporting women's caucuses

ln 2016, the IPU asslsted women's parlamentary caucuses
to cont nue in thetr role as strong catalysts of solidarity and
collective action

ln C6te d'lvoire, the IPU facllitated a workshop to introduce gender
quotas in the electoral law as part oI ts ongo ng support to the
lvoiran caucus of women parJiamentarians. The workshop brought
together women and men MPs, as well as government otf cta s and
representatives of crvil soc ety. Speclfic proposals, including one
for an immedrate min mum gender quota of 30 per cent, wth the
ult mate oblective of achiev ng parity, were made to the m n stry
responsrble for ssues associated wtth women and gender eq!ity.
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The rise rn the number of women Speakers of Parllament,
combrned with strong commitments by IPU I\,4enrber Par aments
to mplement specrf c measures to increase the number ol women
l\lPs, contr buted s gnificant y in 2016 to the goal of gender equality
n parliaments. Despite th s, IPU 20'16 data shows that much work
str needs to be done, as women on y account for 23 per cent of
the wor d's MPs, falling short of the Be I ng tarqet of 30 per cent.
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oad€t Equlity: wlDt wirr You Dor

ln lvl:r.rrr,: ,,;. the IPU supported the newly created women's
parliamentary caucus. A workshop on advocacy and
comrnunication was organized to equip women MPs with skills
and a roadmap to advocate for a law on combating vio ence
against women. An increasing number of women l\,4Ps are
joining the caucus thanks to the dynamism of the group, and its
targeted and practica activities.

The IPU also took part in the naugural planning meeting of
the caucus of newly-elected women NzlPs n Serbia, he d in
collaboration with UNDP and the Organizat on for Security and
Co-operatron in Europe (OSCE). Our contribution provided an

overvrew of gender sensit ve reforms that cou d be promoted by

the caucus in the future.

Throughout 2016, we continued to implement our joint
multi-vear proiect with the Un ted Nations Ent ty for Gender
Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Won'len) to
support the Iurk sh Parliament in the area of gender equality
Thls ncluded a training programme for wornen lvlPs on
leadership and communication skilis. The train ng's primary
purpose was the promotion of women's polit cal eadershrp and
gender equal ty in the media. Participants also rncluded Turkish
women leaders from outs de parliament, such as m nisters and
governors. The lPU, together w th UN Women, also organized a

study visit to Oslo for stafl supporting the Turklsh Parliament's
Comrnittee on Equa ity of Opportunity for Women and Men This
jo nt in tiative rev ewed draft labour legis ation from a gender
perspective in order to propose amendments that would align

the dratt laws with the Convention on the E imination of Al
Forms of Discriminat on aqainst Women (CEDAW).

TheIPUlauncheda'.,''r,''.-,'",r!'iilL)1,i. ll) / , i I i r, I / | r ( ' 
r r j '

Itrs ntended to help pa rlia ments review the r Leve ofgender
sens tiv ty. Kenya was the f rst country to use the new IPU

toolk t. A self-assessment exercise was carried out wrth IPU

support. Particlpants identi{ied a quota to enhance women's
representation n leadersh p posit ons in pariiament; dedrcated
gender equality policies; and positive measures to enhance
gender expert se within parliament, such as training opportunities
and the creation of a senior gender focal point posltion.

At the reg ona leve, the IPU took part n a Europe wide
meeting on gender-sensitive parliaments organized by the
European lnstitute for Gender Equality. We contributed to
shaping future efforts to monitor gender sensitivity among
parlaments n the European Union.

Advancing gender equality

An important part of the IPU's work on gender equaity s the
support of par iaments' efforts to advance women's human rights,
in particular through imp ementation of CEDAW and of SDG 5 on
empowering al women and girls, and advanc ng gender equa ity.

ln 2016, the IPU concentrated on foster ng gender equalty n

conflct and post-conflict situations by enhancing parliamentary

commitment to the women, peace and security agenda. On

the occasron of the annua session of the Commission on the
Status of Women (CSW), the IPU organized a pane discussion
with the UN Econom c and Social Comm ssion for Western Asia

and the Off ce for North Africa of the UN Economlc Commisston
for Africa. The discussion centred on how UN Security Council
',.:,Ltj l.r::rl on women, peace and security cou d be
implemented in Arab countr es.

Cooperation between the IPU and the UN Committee on the
Elimination of D scr minat on against Women (the CEDAW
Comm ttee) a so remained hlgh on the IPU and UN agenda
throughout the year. A specia ized meetrng was co-organized
by the IPU and the CEDAW Committee in October 2016 and led

by the IPU President Saber Chowdhury. The meeting identified
ways to enhance parliaments' role in promot ng gender equality
through suppon of CEDAW. Part c pants a so undertook a

rev ew of more than a decade and a half of parliamentary
involvement with CEDAW. Th s review showed a substantrve
increase n par iaments' contribution to the dratting of State
repons. lt noted that the mprovements in country reports and

the enhanced parliamentary inputs are a direct result of the over
15 years of joint work by the PU and the CEDAW Committee.

lmp ementation of CEDAW has also been promoted through
targeted national activities, which included the valuable
contr bution of CEDAW Committee members Through such

activities we a so enhanced cooperation among nat onal
stakeholders - lvlPs, government and civi society. As well,
we provided tor the sharing of experiences among NlPs from
ditferent parts of the world on how best to contribute to
realiz ng the rights enshrined n the Convention.
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The IPU Secrelary Genera champrons women's ernpowerment
durng an event at Geneva's Palars des Natrons @ IPU/Manana
Duarte Mutzenbero. 2016

The Global Sumnrt of Women Speakers ol Parltamenl
met under the theme, 'Unrted for Shaprng the Future'
O Federal Nalrona Counc l. UAE. 2016

Parliaments as gender-sensitive institutions

The promotion of gender equa ity by par iament requires
dedicated gender expertrse and rnfrastructure, strong polcy and
egal frameworks, and the wi lingness to regularly rev ew the
rstrtJl or's worl 'rorr d qe'loe perspeclrve.I

i

xYx

o

i



A ongside the annual sess on of the Commission on the Status
of Women, the IPU and UN Women organized their own annual
parliamentary event. The meet ng, on r, i .:,

echoed the main CSW theme. Panic pating I\,4Ps and experts
revlewed the status of discrim natorV laws worldwide, and
discussed the power of par iaments to mplement reforms
and adopt strategles for repea ing discr m natory laws. ln

add t on, partic pants explored opportunities to secure effective
enforcement of aws on gender equa itv, and ways in which
violence aga nst women could be e iminated through the work
of par iament. The event included nearly 120 parliamentarians
and some 60 experts from international organizations,
government and c vrl socrety.

We provided drrect assistance to parlraments n severa
countries in 2016. n add t on to the support provided by the
PU and UN Women to theTurkish Parliament, the IPU and

the Namibian Parlament organized a parliamentary seminar
on CEDAW and the Un versal Periodic Review (UPR). with a

focus on the concluding observations adopted by the CEDAW
Committee The pr or ty areas identif ed and recommendations
made have been fully integrated nto Nam bia's IIii , t:t I 't

The IPU undertook a needs assessment with the F i
ParLiament to enab e it to dentify areas where parliament
can enhance its contr bution to the rea ization of the SDGs,
ncluding by advancing gender equality. Fo low-up action by

the F j Parllament and other parlaments in the region wil be
mplemented with our support.

Ending violence against women, including harassment o,
and violence against women MPs

ln 2016 the IPU published a landmark ,1. 
'

',,.r'r'Li.' ,., '.lr .Thestudy
revealed that sexism and violence drrected at women I\,4 Ps are
goba probems that mpede gender equality and undermine the
Ioundations of democracy.

Of the 55 women N/lPs trom 39 countries surveyed, over B0
per cent reported experiencing some form ot psychologlcal
vrolence, espec a ly sexist remarks and threats on socral media.
Some 20 per cent of respondents have been subjected to
sexua harassment, and 20 per cent said they had been slapped,
pushed or struck, nc ud ng by other members of parliament.
These unacceptable behaviours impede women l\,4 Ps from
carrying ou1 their work freely and securely They also hindered
the proper funct oning of parl aments, and their inclusiveness
and determinat on to achieve equa lty.

ln the study, we a so surveyed parl aments on measures
taken to prevent and eliminate sexist behaviour, vrolence and
harassment. Positive examples are highlighted in what has
become a new basel ne for future research and advocacy on a
phenomenon that shouLd not be tolerated anymore.

The study had a significant impact on the global parliamentary
community and received considerable media coveraqe.
Members oi the IPU Bureau of Women Parliamentarians
decided to disseminate the study in their parlaments to
encourage debate, and to insp re relevant actions to flut an end
to a I forms of v olence aga nst women MPs.

ln early 2017 women and men
across tl're globe marched n

solLdaflty lo pron]ote gender
nqhts. @ AFP/Llu s Gene. 2017
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Championing human
rights and protecting
the rights of MPs
ThelPU i,,
cont nued to spearhead our efiorts to protect individual
parliamentar ans and to promote redress 1n cases oi violatrons

of their human flghts. lt conducted fact-finding vislts to
, :r I L and the Maldives. and mandated trial observations
to Colombia and Malaysia during the year rn review. The

Commrttee addressed complex situations of al!eged abuse of
opposrt on MPs' human nghls takrng place ln several parts of
the worid against an rncreasrng backdrop of political crlses

Every region in the world wltnessed violations of MPs'human
rights in 2016:
. 155 MPs from the Americas (34%)
. 110 from Asia (24olo)

. 89 from Africa (19o/o)

. 63 trom Europe (147o)

. 39lrom the Middle East and North Attrca (8%), and

. 3 (1%) from rhe Southern Pacitic.

Compared with prevrous years, 20'16 saw a surge of new
cases in Latin America, Europe and, to a lesser extent, Asia.

and a significant decrease of reported human rights abuses in

Africa, and in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA). For

the first time in recenl years, the Committee received reports

concerning parliamentarians in the Southern Pacific. ln most of
the cases submined, MPs who have been sublected to human

rghts' vrolatrons are opposition parLamentarlans (73 per cent),

although a srgnrficant 25 per cent of MPs come lrom ruling

oarlies Overall, 80 per cent of the MPs concerned are men and

20 per cent are women (compared to 88 per cent and 12 per

cent. respectively, n 2015).

The IPU expressed concern that the use of ludicial proceedings

to punish peaceful political dissent undermined the ability of
parlramentarians and parhaments to fulfil their institutional
mission. Amrdst rncreaslng levels ol persecution ol MPs, a

disturbing pattern of repression emerged in 2016: more often,

courl action and unlawrul exclusion from political life were used

as means of silencrng critical voices. Lack of fair trial and other
unjust proceedings became the most common type

(

Violations of the human rights of MPs - 2015
No. of cases currenlly examin€d by IPU Committee on the Human Rights ol Parlaamentarians

,f.r\
\ 3!. ,'\r.^

459r"
in 42 

"ountrl""

Most common violations )
I)
-lffir
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110

89

partY
336
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The world witnessed a drsqureting spike rn the violatron of MPs'

human r ghts in 20'16. For the third year in a row violatrons ol
MPs'human rlghts increased overall, underscoring once more
the dangers lvlPs across the world face in exercis ng their
mandate and the r right to freedom of expression. ln 2016, the
Comminee on the Human Rtghts of Parllamentarians examined
the srtuation of 459 parliamentarians from 42 countries whose
rights were, or risked berng, violated rn some way. These
numbers compare to 320 members from 43 States in 2015,

and 311 parliamentarians from 41 countrres in 2014. New
cases concernrng 196 parliamentarans were submltted to the
Committee during the year in review.

I

EuroF



Combating Ghil
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traltickang and labour

Behrnd these staggeIng frgures are the stories oI

illion across the globe. previously, rn 2OO2 the ILO
ted thai 12 mrllion children were vrctims ot traffick

al Lab,our Organrzatron LO) estimated in 2013
rber of chrldren involved rn some form ol child tabourwas 168

had est
each

ren whose tundamental human rlghts have been violated

joLnt PUbltcatlon
The handbook Provides an overvl

The IPU worked on a range of fronts to raise awareness rn
parliaments about the need to eradicate both of these scourgesew of the international human

;tional mechanisms that over
k and intern

As part o{ our work to rmp

information seminar for th

I r.r,r" u*"t"n"tt about how

hts legal ,ramewor
rmplementation at the natlona

parliamentarY efforts to deliver co

contribLrte to chamPionrng human rlg

e parllame

During a r..r , r , ,/.,,, , r, on combating large-scale child
trafficking and labout Mps from across West and Central Africa
agreed to cooperate more closely. More than t00 panrcipants
tooL part rn the seminar, rncludrng gO Mps trom fO couni,,"s.
I ne semrnar was organtzed lorntty by the lpU and the parl,a.nent
ot the tconornrc Commun(y ot West Af lcan States f tCOWeit,-
with suppo( from the United Nations Chitdren,s funO f Uf.f iCeij.

Participants resolved to do an tnventory of regional and
internationat tegat instruments on cnitO tratfrciing. cnitJlabour and chrld protection. They atso encouraged TCOWAS
rvlemDer States lO rattfy and ensure lhe ,r.lplementatron
of these instruments; run internal tnformation sessrons for
parliamentarians on chitd trafficking, child labour and childprotedjon; and support efforts to rarse awareness oI these
rssues among the wider population.

llevel. lt is intended Io sup

ncretelY on human rrghls

rove the way that Parllaments
hts, the IPU organrze

n1s of the Paclfic regL
n

to

the Susta inable Development oals

could be imPlemented through a human rights Perspec|ve

Participants recognlzed that the SDGs and hLman rrghls were

iil il;r; i;;'ne coin'TheY conclud"o t6at' *nsnrutrirlrng

i#t;;;; pur.'i""ntu'''nt sho'rid address both hLrmm rights
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and thev emohasrzed tha for

:;:;ii;";;;-""tat on Iobust accounrabrlrtY nechan6ms

l"r"'*o"it!0. e. *ell' they made a plea ior greater reiources

to be allocated to rmPlementatlon'
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Consolidating youth
empowerment
Half of the world's populatron today rs under 30 years of age.
Despite their large numbers, the ; rn 2016 showed
that young people continue to be chronicaliy under represented
rn the world's parliaments. We have therefore included youth
ernpowerment as a core objectlve rn our . . ;

and are emphasizing the vital role parliaments should play ln
fosterng the polrtical panrcipation of young women and men.

The importance of youth participation in parlraments was
centre stage during the j34,, IPU Assembly Genera Debale
On ' .: . r' .,. Durino the
debale I\,4errber Parl,arrents Stressed tne u,gency o,ge"ning
more young people tnvolved tn polrt cs, not only as a matter of
flght, but also as a key ingredient for the much needed renewal
of politrcal instrtutions.

Leading integration

"Walking the talk';the lpU introduced measures to integrate
young parliamentarians across its structure. The linchprn for
these efrorts rs the Forum of Young parliamentaflans of the
lPU, a youth-led rnternatronat body that is the voice of the
world's young parliamentarians. ln its third year, the forum

has introduced a process of country reporttng of youth-related
achievements to improve monitonng and evaluation oi its
impact, and has contributed a youth perspective to the lpU,s
work on rejuvenating democracy, the promotion of womeo,s
participat on in polrtics, and the advancement of human rights.

Youth actions to achiova the SDGs

The IPU Global Conference of young parliamentarians, hosted
by the National Assembly of Zambia in March. brought together
more than 130 young members of parlament from across the
world to examine how youth can help achieve the SDGS by
2030. Working with dozens of youth advocates, representatives
of youth parliaments, internatronal organizatrons and ctvtl
society, young parliamentarians adopted ambitrous youth_led
soiutlons to implementrng the SDGs. These include enhanced
transparency and oversight of public finances to combat
corruption, increased partnershrps with youth, and incorporating
young people's views and concerns in national development
plans, strategies, policres and laws

The IPU as the global hub Ior data and guidance

ln 2016, the IPU also cemented our position as the worldwide
hub for the monitoring of youth partrcipation tn parliament, and
the production of guidelines to enhance it. Based on survey
data from parliaments, our 2016 report on ) ,t),) ii ):t \,ti j:j

.ii ,,'., ,, i:. revealed that only 1.9 per cent of the
world's 45,000 parliamentarians are younger than 30. The repon
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also analysed youth participation in parliaments from a gender

perspectrve, and compared reg ons and subreglons. Measures

parlraments have taken to strengthen youth particlpation in

their work were also examined. The report provided strong

recommendattons that included the adoption of quotas, and

alqning the minimum age to run for offlce with the mlnlmum

age to vote. lt stressed the need to cratt specific programmes

and measures for the partrcipation of people below 30 years

ol age, and young women in pa(iculal The report is regarded

as the most autholitative analysis of youth participation n

parliaments, and has been cited n the work of numerous

international and crvil socrety organizatlons.

Campaigning lor youth participstion

ln November 2O'16. we partnered with the UN Secretary-

General's Envoy onYouth to launch tf'e NotTooYouogTo Run

campaign. The campargn champions the righls of Young people

runnrng for elected office and insplres youth everYwhere

to stand tor electron. Us ng lPU data, the campargn had

an rmmedrate Socral medla impact, wlth over 60 mlllion

rmpressions to the #NotTooYoungToRun hashtag rn its first

week. The campargn engaged several young legislators actlve rn

the IPU s Forum ofYoung Parltamentarlans

The global campargn promotes the rights of young people to stand

for electron bv helping to lower the legal age al whrch they can

do so and by encouragrng the alignment of the age to run with

the age to vote.The campaign reflects the belief that' "1f you're

old enough to vote, you're old enough 10 run Ior office': lt is led by

the UN Secretary-General's Envoy onYouth, UNDP OHCHR, the

lPU, theYouth lnitiative for Advocacy, GroMh and Advancement,

and the EuropeanYouth Forum. Jorn the campalgn at' 'i

'' , : ; r' and on Twitter ustng #NotTooYoungToRun

Empowering young gadiamentarians on the intsmational
5G6ne

ln addition to supporting youth on the national level, we
lac,lrtated 'ars rg the volce of Young oarrlarnenlarlans n

internatronal delrberations. A strong delegatron from IPU's

Forum of Young Parliamentarians participated ln the UN

Economic and Socral Counc I (ECOSOC} GlobalYouth Forum

2016 on implementrng Agenda 2030, and OHCHR's Forum on

Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law The young

parliamentarans played leadersh p roles in both events, helping

allrrm young parliamentarlans as key players rn the lnternational

youth movement, while also expos ng members of the forum

to a wrde range of g obal leaders and perspectives Not only

has thrs helped soldify young MPs as champions for youth

empowerment internationally, lt has helped consolidate the

IPU's role as a leader in the movernent.
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Hel

ln 2016, we worked close y wlth the World Health Organ zation
(WHO), the Partnership for Marernat, Newborn and Child Health
(Pl\,4NCH), rhe Joint United Natrons programme on H|V/AIDS
(UNAIDS), and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Matana and
Tuberculosis, to ensure access without discrlmination to hea th
services for all.

Thls ioint action included development of the capacities
and competencies of pariiaments to contribute to improved
health outcomes for women, children, adoiescents and other
marginalized groups, such as men who have sex with men and
people who inject drugs Our work centred on:
. providing strong contributrons to the health-related SDG

targets, in particular, the ef{orr to end AIDS by 2O3O
. expandtng access to health servtces, and
. implementrng the provlsrons of the Global Strategy on

Women's, Children's and Adolescents' Health.

a
O:.3i..

Global debates on health

The IPU continued in 2016 to mobilize parliaments,contribution
to key global health mechan sms and processes. Along with
theWHO, we organlzed the I !t t,r{,, t),,rliii-r.rlary lr.1.r r,q:ti
1,r..\Uirrt rl,,.rr /.:j,.r_,,r lr v. ThiS historic event highlighted how
in holding a unique position as the voice of their constituents,
pariiamentarians can play a key role in prioritizing actions and
resource allocations that protect everyone's right to the highest
attainable standard of health.

A,4embers of par|ament from around the world took part in
the Parliamentary Meeting organized at the UN's High Level
Meeting on End ng AIDS. They discussed successful practices,
and identif ed ways in which they can fast track effective
pol c es to ensure everyone can access the health serv ces
they need. The IPU organ zed the meeting in ciose cooperation
with UNAIDS, bu ldrng on the two organrzations,partnership
to combat the disease through parliamentary action. The
declaratton adopted at the high-level meeting recognizes and
apprec ates the IPU's efforts to support nat onal parliaments in
e iminating politrcal and legislative obstacles to effective nationa
HIV and AIDS responses.

ln other developments in 2016, the UN Secretary-Genera
invited IPU President Saber Chowdhury to srt on the irl

and IPU Secretary General Martin Chungong to be a member of
the Lead Group of the Sr-.r r o U,) l.lurrltrorr fvlovi,,r F.il.

ping parliaments
iver on healthdel
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Addressing inequalities in health care

The IPU continued to work closely wth parlaments in tackllng

inequalities rn health and making sure that special attention s grven

to the needs of the most vulnerable and marginalized populations

ln Lesotho. we conducted a review of the parllament's

actions on the hea th-related N,4illennium Development

Goals and dentified key commitments that contributed to

their achievement. The study described the extent to wh ch

Par iament had exercised its power to ensure progress on

government's comm tments, and promote mproved and more

equitable delivery of services. A proposed act on plan for the

Parliament of Lesotho on the implementation of health-related

SDGs was also included in the review

Protecting the health of women and girls

The IPU expanded its partnership with the WHO to undertake

in-depth studies of the impact of leg slation on health-related

issues. The first such L r l! was publ shed in 2016 and

examlned child, earLy and forced marriage (CEFlvl) legls ation

in 37 Asia Pac fic countries. CEFN/l is a human rights vrolation

that robs a girl of her childhood, puts her health and growth

at risk, disrupts her education, limlts her opportuoities for

empowerment and social development, and increases her

risk of exposure to violence and abuse The study's primary

recommendat ons included cross cutting measures such as:

. egislation to increase the m nimum age of marriage for girls

to '18 years

. providing equaL access to qua ity education for both girls and boys

. mobr|z ng g rls. oovs. parelts and leade's lo change oractices

that discrimrnate against girls

. providing girls who are already married with opt ons for

schooling, employment and livelihood skills, sexual and

reproductive health iniormatlon and services, and oifering

recourse to services in cases of domestic violence, and

. addressing the root causes ot chiLd marriage, ncluding

poverty, gender inequality and discrimination, the low value

placed on girls, and vio ence against girls.

Among these nterventions, legislat on to stop CEFM s

particularly critical.

Together wrth the Parliament of Bangladesh, we started a

two-year loint in tiative that aims to strengthen the impact of

community outreach eflorts by l\,4Ps to end chi d marriage The

rn t ative also provides a platform for discussing and developing

recommendations to the draft child marriage bill due to be

discussed before Par iament n 2017

The Parliarnent of .. , r and the IPU began work on reinforcing

parlamentary actton on promot ng familY planning, adolescents'

health, access to sexual and reproductive health, and civil

reg strat on and vital statistics Jn November, meetings between

tVPs and community Leaders, local officials and the general

public were organrzed in 3O d stricts. They identif ed gaps, needs

and cu tural factors that hindered access to family planning The
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frndings wii inform future parliamentary work on the issue.
8u lding on existing collaboratlon that began in 2012,
the Parlament of Uganda and the IPU further developed
parlamentary action on maternal, newborn and ch ld health. ln
November 2016, we organized a seminar for newly elected Mps
in which a new advocacy strategy to guide the work of the 10,,
Parliament of Uganda on maternal, newborn and chiid health
was developed.

Fony MPs in Sierra Leone recerved n-depth training at an
IPU-sponsored workshop on ending discrimination and
stigmatization exper enced by Ebola survrvors. After the
workshop, the MPs conducted outreach visits in Freetown and
the eastern town of Kenema to share messages of suppo( for
survivors, and to counter the violence and stigma experienced
in communities and health settings by women who had been
afflicted by the iliness. They reached out to local eaders, po rce
and legal officta s, health, education and social workers, civi
society organizations, groups representtng women and youth,
aod the genera public.

The IPU Advisory Group on HIV/AIDS and Maternal, Newborn
and Child Health made a field visit to Lusaka, Zambia - one
of the 13 cilies in the world that is fast-track ng access to
HIV treatment. The group saw ftrst-hand the successfu
rmplementation of community programmes to limit mother-to-
child transmiss on and advocated for further scale,up The IPU
plans to provide the Zambian Parltament w th technical support
and adv ce on women's, children's and adolescents' health.

I I -'r-J

I

MPs n Srerra Leone
rece ved training on endtng
the st gmatizatron of Ebola
survrvors @ lPU, 2016
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Putting the SDGs
at the core of
parliamentary action
The 2030 Aqenda for Sustainable Deve opment is a

comprehensive package that ncludes three malor and

nterdepefdent components: the SDGs, c imate change, and

disaster r sk reductlon The agenda s an amb tious v sion to end
poverty, protect the planel, and ensure prosper ty for a I IPU

Menbers are con"r.tled to tali'.]q the necessary dcl o'1 to carry
forward this v sion and to contLnue to work to make parliaments
"flt for purpose" to tack e the sustainab e deve opment agenda.

Under the auspices of the lPU, parlaments have committed to
translating the SDGs nto enforceable domestic laws, to holding
governments to account, and to algnrng budgets with national

sustainable development plans.

ln 2016, the IPU concentrated on promoting SDG implementatron
through parlamentary exchanges and cooperation at the regional

level. Through a series of seminars, we increased knowledge and

understanding among par iaments about the SDGs and he ped

them strategize at regional levels. The semlnars produced a

number of tangible and forward-look ng recommendations for
parliaments to engage in SDG imp ementation. SDG 16, which
highlights the imporlance of governance, nclusion, partic patlon,

r ghts and security for the ach evement of sustainable
development, was a focus of these regional meetrngs.

ln January, Speakers of Parlament from South Asra explored
practical ways to achieve the SDGs. with particular attention
paid to improvinq heaLth by cutting tobacco use. They
highlighted governance gaps and the need to develop a natronal

and regional roadmap for action. They said that systems to
monitor progress and establish accountability are critica
preconditions for parlamentary engagement. In order to
advance this work, the Speakers adopted the I r/'.,r i I ', , l,,r.rli,'r
,,r .r lr i,\ r,,/,ii :.i),;i/ .ir.',, and agreed to establish the South
Asran Speakers' Forum on Achieving the SDGs. They decided
that the forum should meet once a year to discuss progress on

the Goals, high ighting one aspect of their implementat on each

time.

During Aprll, the Par iaments of Centra and Eastern Europe
met for the second consecutive year n Bucharest, Bomania,

to fo low up on the conclustons they had reached n2015.They
p edged to mplement the SDGs us ng an inclusive approach:
"Peop e, Peace, Prosper ty, Planet and Pa rtnersh ips'lThey
adopted a statement suggesting that MPs are unique V p aced
to educate cit zens about the mportance of mov ng towards a

culture of environmental responsibllty. Parllaments were urged

to ensure they had appropriate laws to protect the environment
and sufiicient funding set aside for measures to respond to
natura disasters and reduce the mpact of climate change. On

the occasion of this regional seminar, the Parlament of Romania

adopted a comprehensive declarat on on the SDGs - the flrst of
rts kind anywhere in the world.

Parliamentarians from across Lat n Amer ca and the Caribbean

met in December in Panama Crty at a : , under the
ausprces of the IPU and the Parliament of Lat n Amer ca and the

The IPU s con'r|nrfled to eiforts
to achreve the anrbrtroLrs

2030 Agenda for Susta nable
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Caribbean (Parlatlno). They concentrated on economic, social
and environmental rnequalrties. and how they impede progress
towards sustainable development ol the regron. They identified
key steps that parliaments could take to close rncome gaps
between and across countr es, as wel as to combat stigma and
drscrim nation that stand rn the way of well-being and prosperity

The IPU and the Chinese National People's Congress convened
a first-ever interregional seminar in Beijing in September.
This innovative meetLng drew participants irom Bangladesh,
Camtodia, Kenya, Pakistan, Rwanda, Zambia and China,
who used thrs platform to exchange experiences on SDGs
implementation. Discussion included how cooperation among
developing countries could enhance mplementation oi the
SDGs, and special attention was paid to climate change and its
consequences, whrch is emergrng as one of the most important
rmpedrments to achrevrng the SDGs.

Helping psdiaments institutionslize the SDGs

ln order 10 assrst parliaments rn engagrng with the SDGs and
contributrng to their rmplementation, the IPU rn partnershrp with
UNDP designed an ir ri i .,,,ri ,rr ., r 1,r/ I r, , ,', ,r The toolkit rs

intended to enable parliaments to rdentify good practrces, gaps,
opponunities and lessons learned to elfectively institutronalize
the SDGS and mainstream the varrous Goals in the legislatrve
process. The conclusions of the self-assessment should allow
parliaments 10 set priorities for reiorm in order to strengthen
their response to the SDGs and start their own process oi
rnternal benchmarkrng. The ultimate obJective rs that parlraments
are "frt for purpose" to fully engage in achievrng Agenda 2030.

Parliamentary roadmap to tackle climate change

1n 20]6, the IPU stepped up our action on climate change.
Member Parliaments adopted the , . '],.,,' ,rr,r'I I I ''

.r .;,, the marn purpose of which rs

to galvanize polrtrcal input, participation, follow-up and
overs ght by parliaments durlng the implementatron ol the
Paris Agreement.

The Action Plan was at the centre of the Parliamentary
Meeting at the UN Climate Change Conference (COP22l
CMP12) in Morocco, which gathered some 300 delegates
lrom more than 60 countries and five continents. The
meeting proved that there rs strong awareness among
parIamentaflans about the need to act decrsrvely on
climate change. This includes, in particular, legislatrng for
the transit on to renewable energy, technology transfer
and nationally-determrned contributions: i.e., public
commitments outlinrng the cImate change measures that
srgnatories to the Paris Agreement intend to rmplement
after 2020.

ln many countries, parliament lacks the capacrty to
contribute effectrvely, help estabIsh strategres and ensure
therr f nancing. lnvesting in burlding this capacity rs a key
prerequisite for sound legislation and action. The Morocco
meeting adopted a roadmap tor rmplementation of the
Parhamentary Action Plan on Climate Change.
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Resource
mobilization: who
funds the IPU?
The IPU's work to promote peace, democracy and sustainable
development is f nanced plmarily by our Members and
Associate Members. We also recetve a growing amount of
vo untary contributlons from governments, development
agencies, UN bodies and foundations.

The Swedish lnternattonal Development Cooperation Agency,
Worldwide Support for Development, and lrish Aid are
among the donors who have prov ded current muiti-vear
tLnos fo. orograrrr-res re,areo ro ge.der. numar r ghts drd
technical cooperation. ln December 2015, . . ,. r r

. , r r signed a funding agreement w th the lpU to support
programmes and build parliamentary capacity contributing to
sustainable development rn developing countles. partnerships
with the UN family deliver support to a number ot country_level
programmes.

Funding developments in 2016 iocluded governmental
contributions and strengthened partnershrps.The Canadran
Department of Foreign Affatrs, Trade and Development provided
a three-year grant to support the lpU's gender activities. The
Government of the United Arab Emirates has provtded support
in programme funding, and has also made available services
in kind for the development of the lpU website. The Republic
of Korea continued to offer support in terms of secondment of
senior research staff to the lpU. The Government of Equatorial
Guinea pledged resources to assist our work related to youth
empowerment. The WHO signed a new partnership agreement
in 20'16 for IPU activities relatrng to materna, newborn, chiid and
adolescent health. Further funds have been received from the
Gove,rrrenls o{ Angola a,]d lvlicrones,a.

The IPU remains committed to looking for more vo untarv
funding ro l^elp .neei the oblecr ves of ,ts .lew Strategy.
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The IPU at a glance
Membership
ln 2016, the Parliaments of Comoros and Egypt were as readmitted to the !Pll' The Parliaments

of Guyana and Swazlland were atfiliated. Aisocrate member status was accorded to the Forum of

Pariamentsof the lnternatonal Conference on the Great Lakes Begion (FP-ICGLR) TheCouncil aso

approved a request for assoclate membership from the lnterparliamentary Assembly of Member

Niations oi the'Commonwealth of lndependent States (lPA CIS), formerly a Permanent observer'

The Council was apprised of the situation of certa n parliaments and took note of

recommendat ons f rom the Executive commlttee with regard to the following parliaments:

Burundi, cambodia, central Afrlcan Bepublic, Democratic Republic of the congo, Eritrea, Guinea-

Bissau, Haiti, Libya, Somalia, South Sudan, Syrian Arab Republ c, Thalland' TurkeY' Venezuela

(Bolivarian Bepubl c of) and Yemen

The Council approved the establishment of a Parliamentary Solidarity Fund with a vlew to

"n"ourug 
ng tn" participation o'f parliaments, especially those of small sland develop ng States'

in the lP-U ;drive towards universal membership The practical modalities of the Fund would be

developed by the Sub-Committee on Finance for subsequent adoption by the governing bodies'

The IPU currently comprises 171 national parllaments and 11 Associate N'4embers

lylsmggys (171)

Afghanistan, Albania,
Algeria, Andorra, Angola,
Argentina, Armenia, Australia,
Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain,

Bangladesh, Belarus,
BeLgium, Benin, Bhutan,
Bol via (Plurinational State
of), Bosnla and Herzegovina'
Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Brrrkina Faso. Burundi, Cabo

Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon,
Canada, Chad, Chile, Ch na,

Co omb a, Comoros, Congo,

Costa Rica. C6te d lvoire,
Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus,

Czech Bepublc, Democratic '
Peop e s Repub rc ot [orea, ,
T)emocrat c Beoublrc of the I

I
Congo, Denmarl. Dl boutr, J
Dom nrcan HepubLrc, Ecuaoot
Eqvpt, El Salvador. EquatoriaJ
GLrnea. Eston a. Ethropra, Fi
Frnland, France, Gabon, 

I
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I Non tPU Mc,r',t,ers

Associate Members (11)
Andean Parliament, Arab Parliament, Central American
Parliament (PABLACEN), East African Legistative Assembly
(EALA), European Parliament. lnterparliamentary Assembly
of N,4ember Nat ons of the Commonwealth of independent
States (lPA CIS), lnterparliamentary Commrttee of the West
Afrjcan Economic and Monetary Union (WAEI\.4U), Latin
American Parlament (pARLATINO), parliament of the Economrc
Community of West African States (ECOWAS), parliament
of the Central African Economic and Monetary Community
(CEVA61 un6 Parliamentary Assembty of the Councit of Europe
(PACE)

)
/

Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea,
Gurnea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, lceland,
India, lndonesia, lran flslamic Bepublic of), lraq, lreland, lsraet,
Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan,
Lao People s Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho,
Libya, Lrechtenstein, Llthuania, Luxembourg, N,4adagascar,
Malawi, N,4alaysia, Maldives, l\,4ali, It4alta, Maurirania, Mauritius,
Mexico, Micronesi.r (Federated States of), Monaco, I\,4ongolia,
I\,4ontenegro, A,4orocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia,
Nepa, Nethertands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria,
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, palau, palestine, panama, pa[ua
New Guinea, Paraglay, peru, philippines, poland, portugal,
Oatar, Bepublic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romanii.
Russian Federat on, Rwanda, Samoa, San lvlarino, SaoTome

Ii13,:"iT;lJ;,i:ll#:]:":1:::il,'3,,?1";::!";;f if::"
lSoJrh Sudan. Soa r, S.i Lanla. Suoar^. Sur,name. Swaz lard,
lSweoen, Sw.tzefland. Sy,ran Arao BepJbtic Taj.lista.. T']arald.
fhe former vlrgos'av BepLbl c o. l\,4acedon,a T rsr Lesre, Togo.

D1ga. lnl,dad and-obago TLrisia Tu'ley. Ugaloa. UN.a re,
lnrted A.ab E"nirar(:s. Unrted Krngdom, tJnrted Repubtic of

rzaria. Ur.]gtay. Venezue a tBo tvdrran RepLbl c ot), V et Nd.r,
en, Zambia and Zrmbabwe

a

a
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Composition of the Executive Committee as of 28 FebruarY 2017

Mr. S. Chowdhury (Bangladesh)

Expiry of term

October 2017
Ex-ofticio President:

Vice-President oI the Executive Committee: Mr. l. Lddell-Grainger (United Kingdorrr) Ocrober 2017

IPU Vice-Presidents: lvlr E. Ethuro (Kenva)

I\,4r. A. Jasenr Ahmed (Unrted A[ab Emirates)

Mr. K. Kosachev (RussLan Federatron)

Mr. A. Lins (Brazil)

IVr. S. Suzuki (Jaoan)

October 2019

ApriL 2017

october 2019

Ocrober 2019

October 2018

Membersi

Standing Committees: ComPositio

Ms. E Benbadrs (Algerra)

Mr. B. del Picchia (France)

Ms. G. Eldegard (NorwaY)

Ms. A. Habibou (Niger)

l'!4r K Jalali (lslam c Republrc of lran)

Ms. M. Mensah-Williams (Namibra)

Mr. N. Schlriver (Netherlands)

Mr. Nguyen Van Giau (Viet Nam)

l\i1s. Y Ferrer Gomez lcuba)

Ms. N,4.1. Oliveira Valente (Angola)

October 2018

October 2018

October 2019

March 2019

Ocrober 2019

March 2018

Ocrober 20'17

Ocrober 2019

Ocrober 2020

October 2019

n of the Bureaux as of 28 February 2017

Members Expiry of term

Peace and lnternational SeGuritY
March 2O2O (Elected as President in March 2016)

President: Ms. L Bojas (Mexrco)

I\,4 r. D. Pacheco (Portugal) N/arch 2O1B (Elected asVce-Presidenl rn March 20'16
Vice-President;

Air can Group

Arab Group

Asia-Pac Iic Group

Elrasra Gt oLrp

G roup oi La1 rr

Anrer ca aDd the
Carbbearl

Twelve Plus GIoup

Mr. R. Ossele Ndongo lcabon)

i,4s. G. Katuta (Zambia)

Mr. A.L.S. Ssebaggala (Uganda)

Ms. S. HaiiiTaqawr (Bahrain)

lvlr. A. AlAhmad (Palestine)

Mr. K. Albakkar (Jordan)

Mr. R. K. Singh (lndia)

Ms S. Abrd (Pakrstan)

Mr' A' Suwanmongkol (Thailand)

Ms. K. AtshemYan (Armenia)

Mr. M AshimbaYev (Kazakhstan)

Mr. A Klimov (Fussian Federatron)

Ms. G. Fermin Nuesi lDominican Republic)

Mr. Y Jabour (Venezuela)

Current President

Ms. J. Durrieu (Francei

N/lr. A. Neoiytou (Cyprus)

Cunent Vice-Presldent

March 20'18

I\,4arch 2019

March 2020

March 2018

March 20'18

Nlarch 2020

March 2019

Ocrober 2020

October 2020

March 2018

March 2018

March 2018

March 2018

March 2018

Standing Committee to the 136ri Assembly:

l\lr K. Kosact)ev (Russiarr Federation)

Ms. S Koutra Koukounra lCYPrus)

I

I3.1

Rapporteurs of the

t\,4arch 2018

lvlarch 2018



il Expiry of term

Sustainable Development, Finance andTrade

President Ms S. Tioulong (Cambodra) October 2018 (E ected as Presrdenl rn March 2016)

Mr. A Crsse lMalr) March 2018 (Eiected as VLce-President in March 2016IVice-President:

Current Vice-Presdent

Mr. F. Musendu Flungu (Democratic Repub|c oi
the Congo)

Ms J Mhlanga (Zimbabwel

Mr. K. Abdullah Abul iKuwait)

Ms. Z. Elv Salem (Maurilania)

Mr. A. Hussain Adam (Sudan)

Ms. N. Maflno (Australial

Mr. N Singh (lndia)

Current Prcstdent

Ms. Z. Greceanll (Bepublrc of Moldova)

Ms. L. Gumerova (Russian Federation)

Mr. C. Tursunbekov (Kyrgyzstan)

Mr. L.A. Heber (Uruguay)

Mr. R.F Acuia Nunez (Peru)

lvls. C. Prado (Panama)

Mr. O. Hav (Denmark)

Ms. T. Lindberg {Sweden)

Ms. J Mrjatovrc (Serbra)

October 2019

Arab Group

Asra-Pacrfic Grouo

Eutasra Group

Group ol Latrn
America and the
Carrbbean

Twelve Plus Group

March 2020

March 2018

March 2018

March 2020

March 20'18

October 2019

March 2020

March 2020

October 2020

October 2019

October 2019

October 2019

March 2018

March 2020

N/arch 2017

Rapporteurs o, the Standing Committee to the 136'h Assembly:
lvls G Cuevas lMexrco)
l\,4r. N K. Premachandran (lndra)

l
Expiry of tsrm

Democracy and Human Rights
President Ms. B. Tshireletso (Botswana) March 2020 (Elected as Presrdent rn October 2016)

Vice-President Ms. S. Koutra-Koukouma (Cyprus) lvlarch 2018 (Elected as Vice-President in Oclober 2016)

AlIlcan Grouo

Arab Group

Asra-Pacrrrc Group

Eurasra Gror.ro

Group ol Latrn
Amenca and the
Caribbean

Iwelve Plos Group

Vacancy

Mr. D.P Losiakou (Kenya)

Currcnt Prcsdent
Mr. N. Al-Gbun (lraqi

Ms J Alsammak (Bahrain)

Ms. F Drb (Syrian Arab Bepub|c)

Ms Lork Kheng (Cambodia)

Mr P Wangchuk (Bhutan)

Mr. A.Y Desar (lndia)

Mr. L. Slutsky lRussian Federation)

Mr. S Yershov (Kazakhstan)

Armenia

Mr M. Bouva (Suflname)

Ms. R M. Bartra Bar.iga (Peru)

Ms. K Sosa (El Salvador)

Ms. A. King (New Zealand)

Current Vice-Presdent

Mr. J. Lacao (Portugal)

N,4arch 2018

March 2018

March 2019

March 2018

March 20i8

March 2020

March 2020

March 2020

March 2020

March 2020

March 2018

March 20'19

March 2018

March 2017

Bapporteurs of the Standing Committee to the 137rh Assembly:
lvlr. I Unrirkhanov lRLrssran Federatron)
fo bo conftrmed

March 2020

35



Members Expiry of term

United Nations Afrairs

President:

Vice-President:

Mr A. Avsan (Sweden)

Mr. A Fl. Al'Mansour (Sudan)

Mr D.G. Boko (Botswana)

Mr. S Chiheb (Algerla)

Ms. C.N. Muk rte (Kenya)

Current Vce-President

Ms A I Albast (United Arab Emirales)

Ms. B Benmassaoud (Morocco)

Mr. A.K. Azad (Bangladesh)

Ms E Nursanty (lndonesla)

Ms. B. Sampatrsrr (Thailand)

Ms. A Eimendrna (Kazakhstao)

Vacancy

Mr. D. Asylbek uulu lKyrgyzstan)

lvlr. J.C. Mahia (Uruguayi

Vacancy

Ms. G. Onrz Gonzdlez lMexrco)

Currenl Presrdent

Mr D Dawson (Canada)

Ms. A Tre(ebergstuen (Norway)

March 20i9 (Elected as Presrdent rn October 2015)

March 2018 (Elected as Vrce'Presrdent n March 2016)

lvlarch 2019

Ocrober 2018

March 2018

March 2018

l\larch 2018

March 2019

Ocrober 2018

October 2020

October 2019

r-Pacrlrr: Grorrl)

Errrasra Gr ouo

'lr'

Plrrs Grorg

Oclober 2020

March 2018

March 2018

October 2019

ln accordance wrth Rule 8 I ol the RLrles ol the Slandrng Connrnnees as amend€d rn October 2013. Members ol the Bu,eau shall be elecr6d Ior a rerm ol
two yoars and nrav be re-elecled lor a f!(her pefiod of two years. The dalo featurrng rn lhe collmn Exprry ot lerm as a Burea! menlbor coffesponds to the
maxrnrum theoratrcai duralron ol the mandate

March 2018

Association of Secretaries General of
Parliaments
The Associat on of Secretanes Genera of Parliaments (ASGP) brings together Secretares General
and other sen or office holders rn charge of parlramentary servrces. lt studres the law, procedure,
practrce and workrng methods of dif{erent parliaments and proposes measures for improvement
and for secur ng cooperation between the servrces ol d fferent parlraments lt rs a consultative
body of the lPU, and the ASGP President reports annually to the IPU Executive Committee on the
Assoc atron's actrvrties. The ASGP assists the IPU on subjects withrn the scope of the Assocratron.
Studres carried out by the IPU relat ng to parliamentary laws and pract ces are routinely shared
w th the ASG P and benef t from rts input.

Around 100 pa rlia mentaria ns and Secretaries General of parliaments took part in a panel debate
on " How parlraments change: Draft recommendatrons for strengthenrng oversight'l Organized
jointly by the IPU and the ASGP at the 135" Assembly in Geneva, the debate was part of the
ASGP's contnbution to the second Globa Par iamentary Report Partrcipants shared experiences
and lessons learned from berng rnvolved in parliamentary reform, focusing on parliament's
oversight role ln holdrng the executive to account.

ln 2016, the ASGP a so provided substantial support to many of the parliamentary capacity-
burldrng projects carled out by the IPU Several of rts members provrded expertise duong
capacity-building actrv(ies ln Afghanistan, Egypt. Myanmar. Palestine, Bepublic of Korea.
Srr Lanka, Tunrsra and Zambra.



Specialized meetings
in 2016

NEWYORK (UN lleadquarters),8-9 February 2016

ABIDJAN (Cote d'lvoiel 22"23 FebrlrarV 2016

NEWYORK {UN -leadquarters), 15 March 2016

LUSAKA (Zarnbir). l6 l7 N,4arch 2016

BUCHAFEST (R()nran a). 18-19 Aprr 2016

GEI!EVA (lPU H:a.lquanersl, 17 20 lrlay 2016

AUU.IA 1N !ern 2l;26 N/lny 2016

GENTVA il /HO). 26 May 2016

GENEVA (lPU I'leadquarters). 31 May-2 June 2016

NEWYORK 7.,une 2016

GENEVA (WTO ieadquarters). l3 14 J!.e 2016

. !r,ir I' i

VALPARAISO (Chrle). 28-30 June 2016

BE JING (Chrrra) lB 20 Septenrbel 2016

GENEVA (WTO Headqlarters). 27 September 2016

GEI'IEVA (lPU Heddr.tLrarters), 28 Septenrb.ir 2016

GENEVA (Swrlzerland). 28 October 2016

IVIARBAKESH (lvlorocco) i3 Novenlber 2016

NA ROBI (Kcfva) ?9 Novonrt)-or 201(,

PANAI'IA, l2 DCc{rrlllr.r 2016

ABU DHABI (United Arab Em rates). 12 13 December 2016

3/
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Financial results
Financing
The IPU is financed prlmarily through the annual assessed contributions from Member

puiu.L"t. AdOitonat revenue is derlved irom the internal stail assessment' programme

;;;";,;;;i "*tn;., 
n,"."", fund income and meetins room rentals' ln line with

i*L,l".ii"".i PublL Sector Accounting Standards' the IPU no longer recognizes the statf

"ra""ia"n, "t"rn"nt 
as either incom-e or expendrture ln lts Statement oi Financial

Performance but utilizes it for budgetary purposes

ln addition, the IPU also solicits bilateral and multilateral donors Jor voluntary funding that ls

,."i1" il""""" t".nnical cooperation proleds and actlvities' A summarY of l:l:.1:: sources

iJr-ioG i. oru""n,ud below, including stafi assessment for expenditure comparrson'

Assessed conlributions

Staff assessmenl

Volun1ary contributlons

Working caPital tund

lnvestment and other income

Total revenue

CHF (Swiss francs)

10,066,000

995,651

2.,A26 441

356.100

59.624

! Assessed contrrbulrons

I St"ii rt.u.tn,ent

I votrnt"ty .ontnbrt ons

Work ng caP taLfund

I tnvestment and other,nconre

10v.

7ak

2O7a

20k

1Va

1"/,
2',f,,,"-r

/ Aah

39

fPU n"r"r-". Uv Strr"" fU,agei u*l"l
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Expenditures
IPU expenditures are dedicated 10 achjeving the strategrc objectives of the Organization. Abreakdown of expenditures by strategic objective is sh-own ,n tr.," iorro*ing 

"nurt, 
which includesstaff assessment for comparison.

IPU Expenditures by Strategic Objective (budget basis)

Better f unctioning parliaments

Advance gender equality

Promote respect ior human rights

Parliamentary dtmension of multilaterals

lnternational development goals

Peace-building

Enhanced member relations

IPU vrslbility

Management and governance

Support services

Other charges and elimlnations

2,492,252

1 ,313,622

1,400,344

922.311

537,378

116.814

3,253,043

r,0r8,504

8r4,065

2,577,336

-99,498

11Va

9a/"

100

6v.

4qo

10/o

230k

7 a/a

6Va

lBok

-10/o

Total expenses 14,406,111

I tser.rr fl]ncl or ng rrar ranr.rrrs

Advance gender eqlra ty

iei Prornote resoect tor human
r qhts

Par|amentary dimensron of
rnulttiaterals

I lnternatronal developmenl
goals

I Peace burlding

Enhanced menlber relatrons

I IPU vrs,b ry

! Managenrent and
0overnance

I Support serv ces

18'rt

\670

g,x,I
23,x, ,r)O* 

*"

I.10



Financial statements
The consolidated financial statements of the IPU and its legacy Penson Fund Jor 2016 are

oreDared in accordance with rn,",.nuili"r'pi,i,." s"ooin""*nong sllldards (IPSAS) on a full

acciual and going-con"er.n uusi"' rn" 6'g""i';i;'" li"t"titl statements are audited annually by

the IPU's external auditor under rnuno*uillr.orn tnu Executive Committ-ee The external auditor is

:;":.:## ; ;;nur 
"uoit 

ottl"e' c'nentlY the swiss FederalAudit ofrice'

This is the fifth Year in which the IPU financial statements have been consolidated with the legacy

;;;.,";;r;; .;;;repared in full compllance with IPSAS

Funher rnformation on the IPU's financial processes' including its an'nual Jinancial statements and

consolidated budgets, are avaitaOte-ai' nttp://www'ipu org/finance-e/overview'htm

itre IPU and closed Pension Fund

Statement of Financral Position at 3l
2016

Assets

Current assets

Cash on llancl

Cash tn current accollnts

Cash helcl by lnvestment fund marlagel

'er-l'qepos lc d ,J Sdv ro5.i(COL,'lrs

Sub-total cash a''rd cash equlvalents

Accounts receivable

From Members

Ftom donors

From tax leinlbursernents

Others

- 
t,+:gl -":q* 1,:lS'1": qq

lnvestments

Other current assets

Sub-total current assets

Non-current assets

Fixed ass€ts

Butlding and grounds

Furnishings

General equionrent

lT squiPment

Vehicles

lntanglble assets

'11,881

6,959,389

264,'t22

4,73a,611

11,974,069

8,490,950

33,45'1

8,614,076

8,614,076

2015

a 11)

5,111,679

261 ,344

4,738,412

10,786,557

8,737880

43 271

80,448

28,915

8,890,573

8,890,573
Su b'total non-current assets

Total assets
30,430,212 30, r56.265

J]

7 21 ,626

36,358

44.966

25,316

82A,266

a,702,020

3'11,781

21,816,136

66,793

22,875

605,120

332,440

62,813

23 144

1 ,023,517

9,230,735

224,844

21,265,692



2016 2015

Liabilities

Acco unts payable and accrued payables
Advances from Members
Deferred revenue

Loans

Sub total current liabilities

Borrowlngs long term
Closed Pension Fund

Other employee benefits

Sub-total non-current liabilit

204,290

52719s

3,492,146

189,600

4,413,231

5,373.687

10,381,112

1.488,738

225,432

521,621

2,050,007

189,600

2,986,660

5,497,8A1

11 ,073,299

1,534,570
ES

Total liabilities

Net assets

17,249,537 r8, r05,750
21,662,76A 21.O92,41A

Restricted lunds

A(cL,mJ,ateo.uno oarance (Wo,/tlg eap,ta, FLnd
aner Conlflbulion)

427,A28

8,339.618

477,335

8,586,520
Net assets

8.767,446 9.063.855

t'



talernelrl of Flnancral Pertornrance I i rr rr ll lr " '

2016 2015

PU and closed Pension Fund

Reven

Assessed l)ontributions

Voluntarv (rontrlbuliof'ls

lnvestment income

Other income

Total Revtrnue

Expenses

Personnel expend ture - Permanent sta

Personnel expendrture - temporary stafi

Cnange ir closed pe'slon fu'd provrsion

Travel exfenditure

Contractlal services

Operatin(t exPenses

Supplies, materials and equipment

Allowance tor doubtful accounts

Grants and honorarla

Depreciation

Amortiz;tion of loan

Loss on torergn exchange

if

10,066,000

2,826,841

411 ,A23

58,362

13.353,026

10,601,676

2,711 155

(190,306)

31 860

13,154.985

8,099,255

2,564,088

-691,416

1,175,341

855,768

792,562

142,165

143,097

152035

308,970

66,818

35,298

13 649,581

(494,596)

8,382,833

2,792,451

-686,186

1,013,941

785.138

766,269

120,416

41 ,449

68,183

309,491

65,406

13,659,436

(296,409)
Total ExPenses

Operatir g SurPlLrs/(Deticit)
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