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Deportmentol Commitlee No. A on Agricullure, Londs ond Nolurol Resources

REPORT ON THE COMMITIEE'S TOUR OF GARISSA TIVESIOCK
MARKET IN GARISSA, NO RTH EASIERN PROVINCE

PREFACE

Hon. Speoker Sir,

The Deportmentol Committee r'A'r on Agriculture, Londs
ond Noturol Resources wos constituted of the
commencement of the Ninth Porlioment pursuont to
provisions of Stonding Order l5l; whose porogroph (4)

mondotes the Committee to corry out these functions:-

(o) to investigote, inquire into ond report on oll
moffers reloting to ifs mondote, menegement,
ocfivities, odministrotion, operotions ond
estimofes of the ossigned minisfries ond
deportmenfs,'

(b) to study the progromme ond policy obiectives
of minislries ond deportments ond the
eff ectiveness f or the implementotion;

(c) to study ond review oll legis/otion ofter the Firsf

Reoding subiect to the exemptions under
Sfonding Order l0lAH);

(d) to study, ossess ond onolyze the relotive
success of the Ministries ond Deportments os
meosured by fhe results obfoined os compored
with ifs sfofed obiecfives;

(e) to investigote ond inquire into oll motters
reloting to the ossigned Ministries ond
deportments os it deems necessory ond os
moy be referred to it by the House or o Minister;
ond
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Deportmentol Committee No. A on Agriculture, Londs ond Noturol Resources

(f) fo moke reporfs ond recommendotions to fhe
House os often os possib,e including
recommendotion of proposed legislo tion.

2. The subjects folling within the purview of the Committee
ore:-

i. Crop ond livestock production;
ii. Morketing;
iii. Londs ond settlement;
iv. Noturol Resources;
v. Woter resources;
vi. Lond reclomotion ond irrigotion; ond
vii. Co-operotive development.

3. The membership of the Committee comprise:-

i. The
ii. The
iii. The
iv. The
v. The
vi. The
vii. The
viii. The
ix. The
x. The
xi. The

Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

Fronklin Bett, M.P. - Choirperson
Mwonchq S.N. Okiomo, M.P.
(Prof) Potrick A. Olweny, M.P.
Mwongi Woithoko, M.P.
Julius Arungo, M.P.
Potrick Muiruri, M.P.
John Serut, M.P.
Philip Rotino, M.P.
P.G. Muriithi, M.P.
J.N. Gochoguo, M.P; ond
lsoock Shoobon, M.P.

4 On 7th September, 2005, the Committee mode o foct
finding tour of the Gorisso livestock morket in Gorisso
District, North Eostern Province. During the tour, the
Committee held o meeting with the North Eostern
Provinciol Commissioner of his office. The meeting
centered on livestock octivities in the province. The
Committee olso held o meeting with livestock formers
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Deportmentol Commitlee No. A on Agriculture, Londs ond Noturol Resources

of the Gorisso Formers College who presented
memorondo to the Committee. The Provinciol Director of
Livestock wos with the Committee during the entire tour.

The delegotion comprised:-

i. The
ii. The
iii. The
iv. The
v. The
vi. The

Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

Fronklin Bett, M.P. - Choirperson
Prof. Potrick A. Olweny, M.P.
Philip Rotino, M.P;
Julius Arungo, M.P.
lsoock Shoobon, M.P.
John Serut, M.P.

6

Mr. George Gozembo wos the Secretory to the
delegotion.

The Committee expresses grotitude to the Speoker, the
Clerk ond the Lioison Committee for sonctioning the visit
ond further the Clerk for providing technicol support. The
Committee olso expresses grotitude to the Ministry of
Livestock ond Fisheries Development for moking
orrongements on ground without which the tour would
not hove been successful.

Hon. Speoker Sir,

On beholf of the Committee, I now wish to loy on the
Toble of the House the report of the Committee in respect
of the visit, pursuont to provisions of Stonding Order 162.

THE HON. FRANKLIN BETI, M.P.
CHAI RMAN. DEPARTMENTAT OMMI TTE E ON AGRICUTIURE.

7

TANDS AND NATURAT RESOURCES
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Deportmentol Commitlee No. A on Agriculfure, Londs ond Noturol Resources

TOUR OF GARISSA TIVESTOCK MARKET IN GARISSA
DISTRICI. NORTH EASTERN PROVINCE

Boc kqrou nd informolion

The Gorisso livestock morket is situoted in Gorisso District of
North Eostern Province. North Eostern Province covers o
surfoce oreo of 128,902 squore Kilometers ond boorders
Ethiopio to the North, Somolio to the West, Eostern
Province to the Eost ond Coost Province to the South.
Gorisso is the heodquorters of the province. Other districts
constituting the province ore ljoro, Mondero ond Wojir.

The humon populotion of North Eostern Province is

estimoted of 1,203,000 million giving rise to o populotion
density of 9.3 persons per squore kilometer. Only 14.9 % of
the populotion resides in urbon centres of the province.
The level of poverty in the province currently stonds ot
64%

North Eostern Province receives overogely 350 millimeters
of roin onnuolly. The roin comes in two seosons which ore
from mid Morch to end of Moy ond November to
December. The province experiences high temperofures
for most port of the yeor with overoge moximum
temperoture being 390C ond minimum 230C.

North Eostern Province hos vorious closses of vegetotion
ronging from forest, bushes, woodlonds ond open
grosslonds. Dominont wood species include commiphoro
ond ococio. Dominont grosses ore orisfido sp ond
sporobo/us sp.

3

4

Report on the lour of Gorisso liveslock morkel in Gorisso, North Eostern Province 5





5

Deporlmenlol Commillee No. A on Agricullure, Londs ond Nolurol Resources

Westock Droducllon ln Noilh Eostern ProviQce

Livestock production is the moin economic octMty of
North Eostern Province inhobitonls. They reor cottle ond
comels ond ore ;rolrrodic postorolists-

Beef formlno

Beef forming 's conied out oll over the Provirrce. The Boron

is the moin cotfle breed reored for the purpose.

The Boron Speciet, colrtlnonly found in Norlh Eoslern Province

Dobv lorrho

Doiry forming is conied out in Gorisso ond Mondero
districts under the semi zero grcEing system in the liverine
zones. lt hos greot potentiol in the province. Doiry forming
in Gsisso 's hrorrever decl,ining chre to ht(ft prod.tctbn

6.

7
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Deporlmenlol Commitlee No. A on Agricullure, Londs ond Noturol Resources

costs, diseoses ond drought
sohiwol ond mixed crosses
cottle.

Breods reored include the
of the boron ond exotic

I

B

r0.

11.

Sheep ond oool reorino

Sheep ond goots ore reored for milk, meot ond
provision of quick cosh to meet short term finonciol
obligotions. Gollo goots ond the block heod Persion
sheep ore the predominont breeds.

Comel reorinq

Comels ore reored for tronsport, milk ond meot provision.
An export morket hod been discovered in Soudi Arobio.
Comels ore drought resistont ond versotile in noture.
However, high colf mortolity ond low conception rotes
occosioned by prevolence of tryponosomiosis ond
heminthiosis hod hompered comel production in the
province.

Liveslock pro uction fioures

The livestock production estimotes during the yeor 2004
were os enumeroted below:-

Species Gorisso Wojir Ijoro Mondero Totol
Cottle 3t 2509 316,000 260,124 214,116 | ,117 499

Gool 626919 25r,000 73,917 358,463 1,310,299
Sheep 338212 340,000 43,264 237 ,t 68 958,668
Comel 102341 291,000 0 187,192 580,s33
Donkey 5500 r3,300 I 1,041 8259 38, r 00
Poullry 34,000 25,300 37,136 49,000 145,436

livesloc k populqlion lrend

The livestock populotion trend by the yeor 2004 wos os
enumeroted below:-

Report on the tour of Gorisso liveslock mqrkel in Gorisso, North Eostern Province 7





Deportmentol Commiltee No. A on Agriculture, Londs ond Noturol Resources

liveslock morkelinq s uolion in lhe Province

Focililies

The Gorisso livestock morket is the leoding morket in
Gorisso municipolity. There ore four other formol morkets
thot serve rurol communities. These ore:-

12.

r3

14.

Dogoholley
Hogordero
Modogoshe
Benone

for cottle ond comels
for smoll stock
for oll stock
for oll stock

There ore other informol morkets in the district

Gorisso morket hos on orgonized morket doy on
every Wednesdoy. The town hos o modern privotely
owned sloughter house with copocity to sloughter 50
onimols per doy. There ore l0 sloughter slobs in the rurol
morkets in the district.

Liveslock slo hler fioures from lhe veo 2003 lo 2OO4

The livestock sloughter figures from the yeor 2003 to the
yeor 2004 were os outlined below:-

Species 200r 2002 2003 2004

Cottle 945,687 r,0r8,0r0 1,056,280 1 ,117 ,499
Sheep 1,233,994 557 ,7 43 596,662 958,658
Gool 0 782,888 882,931 1,310,299
Comel s02,929 520,116 546,232 580,s33
Poultry 122,453 127,349 137,782 145,436
Donkey 30,460 29,579 32,650 38, I 00

Reporl on the tour of Gorisso livestock morkel in Gorisso, Norlh Eostern Province 8
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Deportmentol Commitlee No. A on Agriculture, Londs ond Nolurol Resources

GARISSA IJARA MANDERA WAJIR
Species 2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004
Collle 1?7 75 I59 82 1502 868 578 287
Goots
Sheep

5,682 9,338 3,507 I 56 I I l,?63 8,690 4,033 6,308

Comel 3,083 2,062 2,580 2,382 3,563 2,691

There wos o generol reduction in meot consumption in
the yeor 2004 due to reduced purchosing power of
postorolists. This wos os o result of prolonged drought.

Hides ond skins fisures 2004

Hides ond skins produced in the province in the yeor 2004
were os enumeroted below:-

An opprecioble quontity of hides ond skins come from
Ethiopio ond Somolio

Liveslock soles

It wos widely ocknowledged by stokeholders thot
livestock forming wos the key to poverty olleviotion
in the province. Consequently, the Livestock Deportment
hod o role to ploy os odvisor to oll stokeholders. To

ochieve the objective, the deportment wos inter olio
working on the following:-

lmprovement of livestock morketing by
gothering ond disseminoting informotion;

improvement of livestock morketing
infrostructure;

Species GARISSA IJARA MANDERA WAJIR TOTAL
Cow 3,888 88 471 4,447
Comel 12,156 4,064 16,220
Gools 82,524 27,477 82,538 162,539

Report on the lour of Gorisso livestock morket in Gorisso, North Eostern Province 9
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Deportmenlol Commillee No. A on Agricullure, Londs ond Noturol Resources

iii reduction ond or eliminotion of livestock trode
borriers; ond

iv. estoblishment of externol morkets.

Livestock diseoses were however o mojor hindronce to
livestock production ond trode in the province. The
province wos soid to be Contogious Bovin
Pleuropneumonio (CBPP) endemic. ln foct the Livestock
Deportment hod restricted movement of livestock. Other
foctors impeding livestock production ond trode in the
province were:-

i. inodequote finonciol support to both
deportments of Veterinory Services ond Livestock
Production;

ii. insecurity;

iii. lond tenure ond resource utilizotion conflict;

iv. difficulties in occessing to credit focilities;

V high cost of inputs;

vi. recurrent drought;

vii. poor morket infrostructure e.g. holding grounds;
ond

viii. poor onimol husbondry proctices.

Livestock soles figures ond income from sole of
livestock ond products in the yeor 2004 were os follows:-

Report on the tour of Gorisso liveslock morket in Gorisso, North Eoslern Province 10
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Livestock soles fiqures in lhe yeor 2OO4

lncome from sole of liveslock ond liveslock Droducls

Species Gorisso Iioro Mondero Woiir
Cow 83,656 I8,I20 15,813 21,454

Come! 2,480 6,982 16,237

Sheep 27,788 17,288 48,220 64,918
Gools t 1 ,270 11,922 38,708

Donkey 17 2,331 1,328

(in Kshs)

lncome from sole of livestock 2004 wos
compored to 1 ,964,7 50,914 in 2003. The
ottributed to prolonged drought.

lncome from sole of meol

1 ,667 ,724,207
decline wos

SPECIES IJARA GARISSA WAJIR MANDERA
Cow 142,695,000 700,200,720 198,342,230 r00,828,000
Gool 17,660,800 41,246,352 77,557.010 43.406,100
Sheep 15,2r4,500 32,705,725 8,345,400

Donkey 85,000 6,932,s30 6,993,000

Comel 33,901,601 182,666,250 48,874,000
TOTAT 185,655,300 775,348,672 498.223.73s 208.496.500

SPECIES WAJIR GARISSA IJARA
MANDERA

Cow 4,132,800 1,260,000 1,377,600 104,1 50,000
Gool 8,580.600 r4.990,800 9,993,200 8,677,200
Sheep 3, r 99,680 3,488,800
Comel 4.438,000 49,488,000 I r,848,200 47,640,000
TOTAL 64,352,080 65,688,800 23.219.000 70,222.O00

Report on the tour of Gorisso liveslock morkel in Gorisso, North Eostern Province ll
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Deportmentol Commiltee No. A on Agriculture, Londs ond Nolurol Resources

The Commitlee of the morkel listening to the Superintendent. From

left:- Hon. John Serut (3Id) Hon. Julius Arungo (Srtt, Hon Fronklin Betl
(7th), Hon Prof. Potrick A. Olweny 19tt'1 ond Hon. lsoock Shoobon (1Oh)

At the time of the Committee's tour of the morket,
the prices for livestock (in Kshs) were:

t. Cows
Moture
3-4 yeors
2-3 yeors

I I ,000 to ,l5,000

8,000
6,000

ll. Comels
Moture mole 20,000

Report on the tour of Gorisso liveslock morket in Gorisso, North Eoslern Province l2





Deportmenlol Committee No. A on Agriculture, Londs ond Noturol Resources

Moture femole
Heifer

14,000
9,000

Gools
Averoge size (20-25Kgs) r 800

Sheep
Averoge size (18-20 Kgs) r 500

The Livestock lnformotion Network ond Knowledge System
(LINKS) project is sponsored by the United Stotes
Agency for lnternotionol Development (USAID). LINKS

wos working with key government ond other ogencies
with interest in livestock morketing informotion to help
build humon copocity ond technology to provide
timely informotion to postorol communities, livestock
troders ond policy mokers.

LINKS hod estoblished o network of morket monitors in
the region of key morkets ond wos in the process of
implementing o morket reporting system using o new
morket code system tronsmitted by Short Messoging
System (SMS). Reporting wos underwoy of Gorisso,
Wojir, Moyole, lsiolo ond Morsobit morkets. As the cell
phone use copocity exponded in the region so would be
the LINKS morketing reporting system.

il.

!v.

The Liveslock lnformolion ond Network Syslem (tlNKS)

20

21 .
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DeportmenlolCommiltee No. A on Agricullure, Londs ond Noturol Resources

A Ilvestock former presenling o memorondum to the Commlltee ol
Gorlsso Formers College.

Recommendotlons

Following the tour, the Committee recommends os

follows:-

i. The government should ollocote odequote funds
to the Ministry of Livestock ond Fisheries

Development to enoble it effectively corry out its
operotions.

ii. The government should improve on the
inodequote ond dilopidoted morketing
infrostructure in North Eostern Province porticulorly

ploces in the Province;

22.
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Deportmentol Commillee No. A on Agriculture, Lqnds ond Noturol Resources

grounds in livestock morkets.

iii. The revivol of Kenyo Meot Commission is

vitol for the country's livestock industry. The
government should expedite the Commission's
revivol.

iv. The government should improve on provision
of extension services ond copocity building to
livestock formers. Veterinory services should olso be
improved. Doctors ovoiloble ore inodequote.

The only reseorch stotion in the province is

moribund. The government should revive it ond
intensify reseorch octivities in the province.a

vilt.

tx.

vi. The government should step up efforts in diseose
ond pest control in the province. Diseose free zones
should be creoted ond surveillonce increosed.

vil. lnsecurity in the province is o mojor threot to
the development of the livestock industry. The
government should orrest the situotion.

Lond tenure ond resource utilizotion systems
hove given rise to conflicts in the province
The government should oddress the issue.

The government should os procticolly os possible
reduce toxes on inputs to enoble formers buy oll
inputs required.

Report on the tour of Gorisso livestock morket in Gorisso, North Eostern Province l5
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Deportmenlol Committee No. A on Agriculture, Londs ond Noturol Resources

X The government
to credit focilities
province.

should focilitote eosy occess
by livestock formers in the

xi. The government should enoct o comprehensive
policy for the livestock industry.

The government should move with speed to
provide odequote olternotive woter focilities to
the people of North Eostern.

xil.

a

xiii. The government should stop tr offic police
from collecting bribes from livestock tronsporters.
lnvestigotions should be lounched into post
incidents ond culprits brought to book.

1r

I

j
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