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PREFACE

I-Ion. Spc:rlicr,

.lhc i,Lc,ratioral Cornnronr,raalth Parlian)cntzLry Association (CPA) is tJrc prof'cssional :rssoc:i:ttiotr ol'

Co,rr,o,wcaltS par-lianeptarians, an activc nct'n,ork o1'over 17,000 patli:ulcutariiurs [i'om 175 natior

s(atc, proyincial a1d tcrritorial Parli:pnepts a1{ lrgislature s'

.fhe CpA collaborates rvitl Parlia[rcDb ancl otlter orgaris:rtions, irrcluding thc intcrgovern,,"n']nt

co,,,uniL1r, Lo acSicvc ils Staternent ol' Purpose. It brings Padia:nerrtalizurs aud pa-r'liartrerrtarY, stJII.

Logcdrcr Lo cxchangc icleas among themseh,es ancl u,itli experls in'arious Iielcls, to identill'benchDrarli,s fl
gJocl practi.., ,rrJ peyy policy, options drey, 621 aclopt or arlapL in Lhe g'o\/cn1allce ol' tlcir socictiJs'

Corur.on*,ealth Hea<ls ol' ()ovcrnrnenr h:rve recogrrisecl the Pzuli:uncnt.s zurcl l,egislatures ol. t]rc

Co.rrtro.u,ea]th as csscntial clcmcnls in t-he cxcrcisc ol'clcmocratic got'crnatlcc, :utcl ltave enclot-secl tl]e

cllbrts ol t5e Associatjol irs thc pariianrcntaryr partncr ol'thc Cornmont,vc:rltl's go\/enllrlellt:rl an<l nrll-

go\/cnuncntal scctors.

CpA activities lbcus on Lhe Conlnouu,ealth's cornnrilmcnt Lo its Iundartrcntal 1;olitical r'?tltlcs, inclutlir]s:

.jusl a.rl 5orrcst go\rerr-p11ent, drc ;rllcviation o1'J)o\/elt),, firnclaniental ltuur:ur riglrts, iutcruatiotral llcacc :tt'r<l

o*lcr-, global cconornic developmcnl, drc rule ol'lau,, equal riglirs zurcl rcPrcscutatiou lbr all citizcns ol'

botJr gcnrlers, t5c separ-ation ol' llou,crs arlrorlg the tlrree branchcs ol' govcruttrctrL zulcl thc riglrt [<>

particil;;rtc in Iicc ancl cleurocratic political processes.

Hou. S1>ealier,

Thc Couunorxrycaldr Parlianrentai-1r ,{cs66'-tron UI( Ilranr:lt (CPA I-lK) is oue o1'the l:u-gcsr aDrl nrfsi

acl.ive br:urchcs in the CPA cournrunitl, ancl clclivcrs a uniqut: :urnual prc!}'anttllc both in \\/csLrtrinstct'

;r.rl overseas. Govcrne<l by an Exccutive Comnriltee ol'pzrrli:unen[rri:urs lr-<>rtr :rll nrain p:rrtics antl r'r'itli :r

.rc.rbcrsSip ol' Nzleprlrcrs ll'orn bot-li Houses ol' Parliaurent, CPA til( urtdcrt;r]ies intcrnatioilal

parliamcnt:u-], oulleacli on bchall'ol'1he tll( Parliamenl aucl t]1c u'iclcr CPA.

\,\rith a spccilic lbcus on pru{iaureutar}' tlill
I

Ionracy anrl parliarncnLlt-)/ sh-engdrening activities' CPA tllK

seclts to lbsLel co-opcral-ion aud utrclcrsl-ancling be[r'r'een p ;ulianrents, prontote good parliau)cl)tar)/ 1>rac licc

:urcl aclvance parliamenta:1r clgrrraa.^ay

CPA UI( in collaboralion r.r.iLh ttre LII( Conunonrn'calth Sumruil Tcun hoste<l the Iirst Cottttllottt't'c

Parlianre nt:u'iaus
, Forurn 2018 in Lonrlon betu,ccn Moncl:r1,, 26* Fcbruar'), an<l 'l'lturs{1a1,, 1' il4arcll 20

This Forurtr, r,r4rich convenerl nincty (90) delegates liotn t1rirtl, (30) Cotlltnotlr,'calth couutrics tnai

1>urli.rtnctrt:ri ir.ns fi-om Couunonu,eirllh national legislzrturcs \^'las ainrcci at. supportirlg a-nd clrll)o\'\/er

.i tt
rfl,

[8
f,lv
Irs
N4)
'lrc

LITC

CSS

1;iuli:uncntari:nts to cllgage in the April 2018 Collloutvc;ildt Heafls ol'GoyerutlclL Mccting (CHOG

:rgcnri:r., antl crcatc itrlportaut ollllortupities lbr i1<lcpth Cross-Coruutoltvcaltll rliscussiol. 1

Conlrronu,calt-lt Parliarrlcuuu'ians' Forurn \,\ras arl innovirtivcl)' <lcsignccl platlbrnr to cnsl

pzrrliamcntarians build collective conliclencc arouncl t.Ire role :urcl strcngdr ol'parliarneut:rri:urs to arldrl

ncr,r, challcriges iu atr cra ol' politic:rl, cconotttic, and social corlrlllexiq', :rS tvcll ;rs provitlc t:rl1l 'f
opltorluliq/ [o l-rurLure dreir'upicluc ;urfl proud globa] rclatiotlsltips',

. Rc.ltott o/'tlrc Fint Contnnyrrcalllt l+nli*no,t,u'irt.s'ForLtnt, Lottclot4 [./I{, Ft'l;}:uary'26 - l'Iarclt l, 2018 l'A{;ti 'l



'fhc Parliatrtentariaus' Forunt t't'as iutcnrlecl to sp;u-k cliaJogue, cngagc 1;arlialrepl-:rrians i. tlrc su,rrnit
agctrrla alcl crcatc o1>llorturtitics Ibr in-clcpth Cross-Cornnronrve:ilth <liscussion. 'i-he Iiorurr) \,virs All
invaluable o1;por[trnitl' to reinlbrce ancl reinvigor;rle tlre Conrrnonu,caldr's zrspir:rtiops, opporlu.ities,
clxrllengcs anrl rclcr,:urcc in thc coming ),car-s.

Hon. SpcaJier,

CIIOGN4 u'ill be hostccl b)'tire UI( Ii'onr l6-20 April 2018, bringing togctJrcr-up to i2 Co.,,or.rr,r,calt5
lcarlers ?IS u'ell as thousands ol' pcol;le liorn :rcross business :rncl civil socict1,, represc*Liug tJreCotnttrotrtryea]tlt's viblant ancl rliversc glob:rl neLr.r,orli.'fhc over-ar-c5ipg drernc lbr.t5e 20lg
Cotrrtrrotrt{e:r]tll Heacls ol'Goventrncut l4ccting is: 'Towards a Common Funri'-;rnd thc lbr.r*rai. su[>-
tltcrtres alc:

i) Prosperity - l>oostltg intr-a-Couunouwealth tlacle ancl invcshrent.
ii) Security - incrcasiug cooy;cration acr-oss secur-it1, ch;rllcnges inclurling glolt;rl Lcrr{rrisnr, <>r.ganiscrl

crinrc an<l c1,[g1-2ltaclis.
iii) Fairness - protttotittg tlcltrocracl,, itrtnxul riglrts, Iirnclaure ntal h-ccclorns ar:rl goorl g-o\/crr:urcc

ilcross lhc Conrrrronr.r,ealtlt.
ir') Sustainability - builrling (hc lesiliencc ol'surall and vulncr:rblc sLatcs to clca.l u,idr r-hc cll'ccts ol'

clinrate ch:urgc ;urcl othcr global cr-iscs.

'lhc I(en1,;1delcgation conrpriscrl thc lbllor,r,ing: _

l. IIor1. Ailos l(irDu,1,a, FCPA(I(), FCPS(K), IiGIJ, X4l, - t,eacler. ol-[hr: Dclcgarro.2 I-Ion. Scn. N4oscs I(:rjr.r,ang,, N4p
3. I-lon. lilsic I\4rrlrarrcl;r, N4p

4,. FIon. Scn. Abshiro i la.lali.c, N4p
5. N4s. Rachcl l(:riru: principal cler-li Assistant, Nalion;rl Assernbrv6. N4s. r\4itchellc osoli -'l-hird clcrl< Assista.t, (he se,atc

'fhc IJo.' Scn. S;rliaja.folttrson, N4P :rtlcnrlecl t-hc Forur)) as a gucst anrl :r s1>c;rliern

I r'r'isll to t;rlic tJris opl;ortutrill' Le tlrmli the Parlimrent ol'I(en1,;1 on bchall'o[ Lhc rlcicg:rtio. Ibr bcstor,r,ir-rgLll)ol) Lls tJre inrportant tasli ol-rcprcscnting thc Counttl, in t[is vcry, iprltor1;urt Fgruur Ibr Coptrlopr.vcalt]rParliaurents.

It is thcrelbr-e nr1, pleasurc and hunrble du t1, Lo suburit this report sumnrarizing t1te procceclir-rgs,Dcclalation ol't_hc Iiorurni youth Delcgate Declalation ol'thc Iiorunr; proposecl LcLLc r lbr CHOGI\,I 2018on ClirnaLc Chalge; ancl proposc<l ide as, r.rtiati'cs, r,r,aJrs ol' r,r,orliing pr.oytoscd (o Co,rr,o,r.r,calt.h Hcaclsol' Governnrents h-onr Lhc Forurn :r.l
(CHOGt\4)"scl Ibr April 2018 Ibr iulbrnr:rtion ancl noting.

'l'he Horr tIt tir2 PA(I(), FCPS(K), EGI_I, ]\4P

ON

A1;r'il 11,2018

rcarl ol' Lhe Cornrrronu,ealdr Hearls ol Gc-,r,ernurcnt 14ccting.

Ilcport ol irc l;i-st CotnnrcttnealtLt Pat liamcttktiatts' Forum, Lotrlott, UIi, l'-cbt'uat1,26' .-'MtnLt t, 20tS PACt.l .5



INTRODUS|ION

BACKGROUND

Thc tll( r,r,ill hosL [lte bi-annua] Conunonu,ealth Hcads ol'Govcrnment Nzlccting- (CHOGi\4) Ibr thc {irlst

Litne iu almost 30 1,6-'t. 'l'he nrectjng is schedulerl to talie place liorn 16-20 April 2018, bringing Logethcr

u1> Lo 52 Cotnurouv,ealdr leadet's as u,cll as t-housands ol'people h'om across business ancl civil societg,,

rcpt'csctttittg tJrc Corntnotrlt,ca-ldt's vibralt aucl clivcrse gtobal netrr,ork. 'lhe ovcr-arching thcntc lbr tlic:

2018 Corrrrrrorx,t,ezrlLlt Hcacls ol'Govelnurcnt Nzleetingis: 'Towards a Common Fufire'.

The kc1' ob.jcctive ol'thc Commonu,ezrltl Parliarncntar-ians' Forurn helrl beLr,r,ccn lUond:i1,, 26"' Fcltru:rh,
:urrl Tltursclal,, 1" N4arch,2018 r,vas Lo srqtport and crnpou,er parlianrentirrians to engagc in dlc
Cottttnottrvea.ltlt Heads ol'Goventnrent N4ecting (CHOGN4) agencla, zmrl create inrporfurt oplrortunitifs
Ibr in-rlcptl Cross-Cotntttont,r,ealt]r disctrssion. l-he Forunr \;\/:rs Al] innovalivel], designed platlbrnr io
cllstlrc pzuli:utrentariatls builcl collectivc conlirlcncc alouncl thc rolc ancl str-ength ol'parlianrcntari;uts d<r

arltlrcss uct,t' cltallctrges iu al) era ol'1>olitical, ccououric ancl soci:rl conrltlcxiLl,, :rs u,cll iLs provirlc a vitirl
opporlunitlr to nurture thcir'unirluc :urrl 1>rourl global rclationships.'

'l-he:riur ol'Lhc Cotlrtrtottt't,calth Parliamentarians'Forurn 2018 u,as to I'acilitate lxuli:unentary cngagerncr]
ou dtc Cotnttrottu,ealdt I{ea<ls ol'Govemnrcnt N4eeting 2018 agenda, drernes.:1ncl issucs.

(fBJEgfMES : :'

The ob.jcctivcs ol'Lhc Conrnronu,eirltl Parliarncntarians' Forum 2018 u,as to: -

1. Pt'cilrole thc irnportartce :urd relcvance ol' the Cornmonvvealtir I'or luture getrcrations
Couunon'u,e:r] tI Parliarnen tari:rns.

2. Itrcrcasc Cotntnotrg,calt]t Parlianrenta:'i:urs' au,arcncss o1' the lie1, gra,rras to be rliscussed 1t
CHOGI,I u,hich ru-c:-

i) Sustainability- building Lhe rcsiliencc ol'srnall zurd r.ulncrable states [o clea] r,r,ith [hc ellccLs
ol'clirnatc change aud odrer global criscs;

ii) Fairness- prontoting dctnocr:rcy, huuran rights, Iund:uncnurl lr'ccclonrs an<l g,rnil
go\/ernarlce acl'oss dre Conunonu,ealilr;

iii) Security- incrcasing cooperation ?lcross sccuritl, challenges inclucling glob:Ll lcrrorisn.1,

,,, ;.:;:#il:Till.,l::r#,,],',,l:,illrr, h.;rcre a'cr in'csr'ren,., *,itrr cross-cu*i,u,i,.,,J,
ol' y6ull, alcl gencler.

3. liurpotver Cottttnortt,tea]t-h Parliainentarians by builcling call:rciL1, anrl coplidclcc to ipllucncc tlrcif-
Govemrncnts ahcad ol' t]re CHOGN4, a:rcl bc1,6161.

4'. Strengdten tltc role ol'Cotntnonr,taalth Parliarnentari:urs in aclch'cssing Agcncla 20130. Ity cpgagip!-
u'ith tlte cxpcrieuces ol't]rcir Courmonr,r,ealth (ancl uon-Common.,l,ealtir) countcrlxu-ts ip tlrc vitJl
role ol'scrutinisiug the goals an<l tJreir inrplcrtrcntaLion.

rt

lleport ol'tlrc liirct Contnont'ealtlt Patliantuttaiatr' Fotutn, Inttdon, t.lK, I,eb aa1, 26 - Irt[ax.h t, 201I Pr\Ci l'l
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.5. Enable 1>urposclirl trett,t,orliiug artcl collaborativc opportunitics bc[r.r,ccu Copruropq,c;rlt]r
P;irli a.rcn taria.s :urcl thc *,irler Corr,n o.r,r,c:rlth liu,ii1,.

6. Iclentill' anrl enal>le iunovadotr :rrouurl 1;alliantentar-y cng?lgclncnl, rvhctficr dr:rt |c ip ltracticcs,
proceclures, civil sociellr engagcrucnt e[c.

PARTICIPATION

Nirrcq' (90) clelcsates frotn tltirtlr (JQ) Cotnutonu,ca]t-h countlies attcnderl r-[c lbrupr. 'l']re), ipcluric:rl
parliiunen t:u'ians h'onr Com rnonvvealth national lcgislaftrres.

TOPICS DISCUSSED DURING THE FIRST COMMONWEALTH PARLI,AMEIVIARTANS
FORUM, 2018

'l-ltc lbllorvillg \'\/crc the nrajot'topics cliscusse<l cluring the Conunonrvealtfi Parlialrcltar-ia1s Fo1u,,
2018: -

i)

ii)

iii)

iv)

tr)

vi)

vii)

lirtgaging rnit.lt thc Clonunonu,calth Hcads o1'GovcpllcpI N4e cting 2018.
"l'hc conlnonvvcaldr llody' - Re-imagining the sum ol'all cpA parts.
lJPholding Lltc Cotnmonr'raaldt Clrru-ter or chaJlenging it - C;ur t|e Co111o1q,c:rldr ol't5c 21.,
Ccnturl, bc a uniting lbrcc lbr goodi)
I-Iotv carl Cotntnotrtl'e:rldt 1latli;urtcn(s nrore ;rclivcly hol<l go\/crrllncnts Lo account i, aclric'i'g
the Sustain:rblc Developnrent Go;rls (SDGs)i,

Fiiraucing Ibr I)cvelopll)e11t.

lltrilding culLurcs ol'u-ust iurd conliiicnce Across Comnrour,r,calth political sy51ei11r.
'l'he Role of Cotntnotltve;rldt ltarliautcnb as partrlers anrl collaborators ip nccti,g t5c glolxrl
clurllenge ol' climate cha:rge.

Prontoting opcll, rnoclern and iuclusive dcrno,::racics.
Prcventing Conllict. ancl susLaining pcacc acr-oss the Coprpronr,r,c:ilth.
Frcctlotn ol'rcligious belicll Uuclcrstatrcling tJrc role o1'rcligion in :r sccul;* go'er,,rcrt aurl
cnsuring peacclul cocxis[cnce ol' dillercnt rcligious ancl belicl' groups.
l,aunching dre'co.rrnon*,ealdr school ol' Incrusi,e Thouglrt,.
Collaborati\/e al)pro:rches to global he:rl th challcnges.
Goverutnenl- -lrauspat'ellcy 

and Accountability: [-Ion,c:ut parliantent:rri:uts bc par.t ol't]rc ,clat:r

:urd eviclence rcvolution' ?

The role CotDttroutryealtJr piulianrcnlu-ia:rs pliry i1 tackJiDg Ilunt;ur -h-allicldng and Clril<l
Exploit:rtion.
'l'ltc Couunonrl,calth Prosl;crit1, Outlook. - Forccasls anrl prc<lictions.

StinrulatiugJobs and Livclihoocls - Dcveloping sliills Ibr the lirture ;rcross t-5e Co.,ronrvcal[]r.
Challengc and DisruPtiotr - \{4rat role czrn 'entlcl)reucurial' p:Lrlianrentarians 2cross dre
Couuuouu,ealt-h llla}, in <lriving lbr,ar"cl Icgislative cfia1ge i)

fhc Futurc of thc Conunonrvealth - Open - Housc
Hot{'can Cotntllontt'ealth parliartrcntalians ltrourotc sur:u-Lci-;pr<l urorc i.clusi'e cirjcsp
Retretryal, Rcforrli atr<l Ittttovzrtion: \,\4rat shoul<] thc lirturc par-li:uncnt:tr.ian looli lilici)

viii)

ix)

x)

xi)

.rii)

xiii)

xir)

xt,)

xvi)

xvii)

xviii)

xix)

xx)

Rqtort ol the I,hst ContnonncaltJt l)atLiat n u t t;t tia t t s' Forutn, Lcttrlot; UIi, Itbuaty 2(i - A4atrlt t, 20lB PACE 7



xxi) Proposecl Ideas, Initiativcs, r,r,:t),s ol'rvorliilg proposerl to Hcacls ol' Goycrutlcuts 'Pitchc'-s atlrl
Pleas'. i

DISCUSSIONS DTIRING THE FIRST COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARIANS FORLIM

1, OPENING PI.ENARY: ENGAGING WTTH THE COMMONWEALTH HEADS
GOVERNMENT MEE"IING, 201 8

{n

'fhc openirtg plcnarl, rryas ltekl at thc Clu-rrch House Conl'crence Cenllc on Ntlondal,. 26"' Fcbruarl,, 20liti
:urtl tras chailcd b), Hon..|:unes Duddridgr, i\4P, Chairperson ol't-hc CPA Executive Conunittcc. 1-l[c

spealiers inclutle<l Lord Aiunad ol'\4/iurbleclon, N4irister o1'State, Foreign anrl Couunonu,ealtl Otiicc; $I.
l'1. Scn, Ike lils,r,erenladu, Deputl, President" o[ t-he Senate ol'Nigcria; thc Hon. Emilia Lilaka N4P, Ct]A
Intcnt:Ltiortal Chair, Camcroon; ;urcl Rt. I{on. Patrici:r Scotl:ur<l QC, Secrctary Gcrrcr:rl, Counuonr.r,cirllr
.Sccrctar-iaL. I

'fhc session cliscusscd t1rc signilicance :urd sharecl valucs ol'the Conunonu,ealth. -fhe 
session oll'crecl {n

s1rs1-vis14' ol'Llte Ibur liel, dtetnes that have shaped tlre April 2018 Cornnronrvealth Hearls ol'Govcmurcirt
N'lecting (CHOGN4) Agenda u4rich :uc: 'l'aimcss', 'pros1)crit1,', 'securitl,', ancl 'suskrinabilitl,'. 1,r. scssi{n

lraised thc lbllou,ing kcy questions;

i) Hclu. drc glob:rl cltzr.lletrr.:cs ol'tltc da1, 6';1,, be l>e ttcr unrlerstoorl; '

ii) p{611' ltzu'li:rtneu[rriaus catr sltarc insiglrts about'u,h:rL r,r,orlis :rcross thc Conrnrour.r,czrltlr, scalc itlc[s
anrl iuitjatives, An{l collaborate lbr sustainable rlevcloltrnent; a:rd

iii) I-Iou'the role ol'parliat:tentarians can bc sllengdrene<l to address tlc glob;rl challenges.

'lhc Rt. Hon. Patr-icia Scotlzurd QC, Secrctar'1, Qs11s1'.1, Cornmonr,r,eallh SccretariaL sharccl thc r,:rlucs ol'
thc Cotnttrotru'calth. She also focuscd on thc Cornrnonu,ea.ldr's collaborative r,r,orlis to prourotc betdcr
runclerstmcling ol'the g'lobal challcnge s of the da1,. 

-;1r"r. inclucle : -

i) OIIicc ol' Civil :rncl Criminal Justice Relbrms r,r,hich supl)orts Conln<-rnr,r,ealth cotrnt;ics in
rlclivcring access to justicc ancl sustainable cleveloprnent. tlrrough thc crcation ol'lair :urcl cll'ectiye
national lau,s.

ii) Cotnttrotr Earth r,r,hich cxplor-cs hor,r, the volatilc cliuiate u,ill alI'ect the Iuturc ol'Iiro<I, u,orh, arld
lil'c on 1>lanet ezrrdr. 

f

iii) Faidr in thc Cotnurouu,caltlt u,lrich pronrotes unclcrsuuxling betr,r,cen laiths, etlrnic gloulr. u,l,l
cottttnunities, At e\/ery level ir.rclucling local, rcgional, national and intcrnation;rl.

'l'hc sessiou obscrvecl that Cornmonu,c,alth countlies havc u4rat it. ta-lics to [rclilc the ch:dlcngqs tlict, {alc
but in orcler to be successlul, tltey nrust be u,illing to go :rt it togcther. Parli:unentariiurs :u'e lie1, in crc:rtiug
;rtrcl sust:r-iuing'tJris unily. 'I'he rolc ol'pa.r"liamentarizurs can bc stlcngthcnecl in arldrcssing thcscr challcngps
l>)'' -

i) Policy lcamir-rg ald susl-ainabilitl, t.o incrcase cl]brrs in nraliiirg l>olicy nrore practical.

l?qnrt ol'tltc fint Conntonu,cahlt ?;uliantentaian.s' I.brum, Lotxlon, tlli, Fc'bruary, 26 - ll(atch t, 201 tJ P,
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ii) Cay>acit1'building Ibr parlianrenku'izurs on lhe Sustainable Developnrcnl Goirls (SDGs).

iii) EstablishrncnL ol'Conrnrittecs in Parlianrent r,r,hose pr-inuu-1, agenda is SDGs.
ir) Invoh,ctneuL. ol'Pariianrentarials b), tlc Exccudvc Govcrnrtrept in policl,Ibrpratiol fi-o1r the olrset.
r,) Diplonracy- Ibruting liiendship gloups especialll, r,r,ith rnernbcr countrics I;rcing sinrilar-challcngcs

to slurrc cxperiences.

vi) Crcatior-r ol'crihc:rl instil-utions Lhat rvill help in {,he achicvernent ol'.SDGs.
vii) Iiducating t.Ire citizetrtl, on the itnportance ol'thc unity ol'Couunonrvealt[ apcl tfie lccrl t.o cpr5r:rcc

ils values.

2. 'IF YOU'RE IN THE ROOM, BE IN THE ROOMI'

'lhis u,as an interactivc icc-breakcr lhcilitated bv CpA UI('le:un ancl Tong yee, Director, tJrc ThoughL
Collectivc, Thc session r.r,hich looli placc ou N4ondal,,2G"'Fcbruar-1,, 2018 at thc Church Housc
Conl'erencc Celltrc r't';ts aitrtecl at licilitating nctlvorli-irrg arr)oltg <lcicga[cs. Dclcg:rtes \,\rcrc cl]coLrr:rgcrl t,
practicc thc lbllor.r,ing principlcs tlrroughouL t1rc Forurn: -

(i) Activc p:rrticipalion - to be radic;rlly honcsl.
(ii) EqLralvoice - thc voicc ol-cvcr'),borly in thc roor)r count.s.
(iii) Generous lisLcr-ring - listen [o olhers as the1, spcali.

'lhel' 11'sl'. cl)cour2.r)r.:{l to trcltvot-li :utrl rncc[ tlreil l-cllor,r, llarJi;uncntalians to nta-lie llr.r: mo:;t ol't]rcir t,rrc
;ri Lhe For-unr.

3. 'THE COMMONWtrALTH BODY- RF-IMAGINING THE SUM OFALL CPA PARTS

'lhc session tvas lerl by -fong Ycc, f)ircctor, dre 1-houglrt Coilcctive a1{ tooli i;lacc at t5e ClrurcS Flotrsc
Coril'crcncc Centr-c on t\{onda\,.26u' Februru1,, 2018. LIsing drc concepl- ol'a Loycr,.}cster, \,\/arrior a,ci
Ifing/Quccn, l\4r Yce rlradc cross-t'cl'crenccs to t-hc lbur CHOGN4 t}erucs: sustainabilill,, securiq,, Iirir.css
;utd llrosllcrill'. a1r. scssiotl explorcd dre concept ol'the 'Conuuonu,ea.lth bo<I,,,' aprl hovy tSis priglrt crc:rtc
a usclul aucl slta-rcrl franetl'ork ol'cotntuon purpose. 'lhc cliscussion r,ras centrccl op t5e visua.l buipl tlrat
dclcgatcs tvortl<l crc:rtc tltrougltout tltc coursc of'the Forunr u,ith their i<lcas 1p<l coltr-ibutio,.s, r,vlrat [5c
Iinal output rvoulrl bc, a:rcl u,hcrc it r.r,ould be clisltlal,etl.

llsing Sing:rpore as a casc study, deleg:rtes s,ere rcr-ninclecl dtat Lhc Comrnonu,ealth is a conrplcx
otganizatiort cluc to its diversitl'. In t-he age of'cornplexity, drcre is no riglrt t|crclbrc it is less irnportart [<>

bc riglrt aud trlol'c itrtportanl to bc sincere. Gefling tlilngs clor-re has nothing to ..]o r,r,it-lr ilre quality ol
lcadcrship but tlrc qualitl' ol'relationsiriyr.s drat liceps Lhe r,r,orli encluring. -f[c clclcgatcs 5arl a co,r,crs;rti,u
abou[ <li'ersitJ, in tirinliing and in[cractions u,ith situatio,s.

In coDclusiou, i[ rvas eviclcttt t]tat tltc Cornurour,r,ealth States/Natior-rs arc in[er-clcpcnrlcpt. T5cir succcss ir.r

rttccting the SDGs lie in Lhcir ability to hiuncss thcir diversity anrl d),nanrisnr.

llcporl ol'tlrc -Fit'st Cotnnton ncalh P;uliantuttatiatts' I;orutn, I.ordon, t/K, l?cb uaq, 26 - March i, 20lg PAGU 9



4 WELCOME ADDRESS BY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS AND SPEECH
BYTHE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEATTH OFFICE

Delcgates u'erc hosted to a t,r,elconre reception :rt the Spe:rlier's House, House of' Cornmons, r,r,idr a
tvclcottte :rclrlress by Rr. Hon..Jolur Bclcou, NzIP, Spcakcr ol'thc House ol'Comnron.s; :u1l 1 spcccS lly Rt.
Hort. Boris Jolurson MP, Sccret;r.rl/ ol'Srate Ibr t|e Foreig'p alrl Cor1r1opr,r,c:rlt]1 Ol]ice r,r4rcre rficy Sollr
reiteraterl thc irnporLance o1' tltc Cornnronr,r,ealth ald t-he relations an<l interclepenrlencl, it lbstcrc<l lp
pronroLing lbreign relations, intemational tr-ade mcl sccuritl/ anlollg nrember countr-ics.

1'lte1' 1's1llit1ded parlianrenkrriatrs ol'dre sacred rolc they pl:ry ir1 safcguarcling thcse relatiols :urcl 5olcling
8o\/crnlr)ellts accoutltablc on lic1, i5sr", Iacing thc Comnronr,r,caldr u,hile trnclcrtaking ltublic clgagcptcirt
t.o cncout':rgc tlte ctrtbr-accrtrent ol'Comnronr,r,ealLh values. 'fhc Secretarlr o1'St;rLe s[-essefl o1 1[c pccrl [<;

rcl)e\'\' dre ties ;ur)ong currellt urctnbcr Cornnronr,r,ealth statcs inclucling lbrptcr countrics tltat [i5,c sip4c
rc'joincrl (Gartlbia) and tlosc tltat. u,ish to rc.join thc Cornrnonu,caldr (Zinrbal>u,e). Ilc also spolic a6.trt
oP1>ortunitics lbr UI( alier it lcat'cs drc liuropcan L-lnion anrl about rcnc\{/il}g its rciatiops5il> r,r,ir5 dtc
Cournronrvea.lth.

5. I]PHOLDING THE COMMONWEALTH CHARTER OR CHALT,ENGING IT- CAN TIIE
COMMONWEATTH OF THE 21* CENTLIRY BE A UNITING FORCE FOR GOODP

Thc Session r'r'hiclt tooh the lbn:r ol'a rlebate r,r,as chaircd b1, ft1 I-Ion. Ilaroncss f)'Souza CX4G, Ior.ri:r
Spealicr ol'tlte House ol'Lor:ds. Il. ,r,:is hclcl at I{ousc ol'Lords Robing Roour, I.lI( F{ousr;.s ol'pailirulcht
c,n Tttcscl:t1,,27 February/,20.l,9.'t'hc Scssion ccnll'e<l ar-ourtrl SDGs l6 an<i 17.

A rapidly cltanging ancl collllrle x global environurent is aJrcarll, irnlt:rcting political s]/stclns across tJrc r.r,orfci
- creating l;odr rislis atld opporLLir,ities. [)clcgatcs rc-cvalu;r[crl thc cli'cctiver]css ol'tlrcir nctrvorhs a,cl tllc
scssiotl souglrt lo uursurer the lbllou,ing questions; r,r4rctJrcr t]rc Cornnrong,ealth contilues to Sayc ..1.,,u,rJ"
to all its tttettrbers, and rdrat is thc unique rolc ol'parliaurentarians as custodians ol' t-lrc C5arlcr an<l rJlc
Latitttcl Prirlciplcs. The case Ibr :utcl against r,r4rether drc Conruronr,raalth r,r,a.s still rcler,:urt, hor,v i[ .un tj"
ttserl as :r Ibrcc Ibr goocl ils an ittternirtional platlbrnr, ;utd r,rdrclhcr- tfierc ouglrt t9 be rclbr,.,r, 0u,,, ,r*ul"
;rncl \,\,olt tlrrough debate.

Delcgatcs in supllort ol't]te question arguccl that t]lc Comrnonr,r,ealth r,v;rs relcr,:urt bcc:rusc -
i) N4enrber counh-ies have cqual voicc rcg:udless ol size .

ii) Thcre \'\tas rccogtlition o1'r.ulnerablc st:rtes, drc unique :x u,ell as cornrnop c5allclgcs ;u1o,g Ll

mentber sLates.

iii) The Cotntnonwealt.h provirlcs a li'anter.r,orli that creates s&urdar'<ls lbr lbnrration ol'n:rtion:rl la1,s
ancl instituLious tltat protr)ote val'res artcl principles to crcate a bcttcr lvorkl. 

iiv) 'fhe Cotntnont't'ealtlt prortroLes tlte broacl edros in r,r,hich nrenrbcr sLatcs can inno,r,A[c, hold caclr
odrer accountable :uttl consccluentll,:rchicvc SDGs. 

i

Dclcgatcs agair-rsL tire questiotr arguccl t}at t]le Conrnronr.r,eallh r,r,:rs not relcr,:urt bcczrusc -

l"
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1. 'llte Cottutrouu,caltlt does nol go Iiu' cnotrglr in rlelining its agenda.
2. 'lhc Conunotttvealdt irad {aiicd to resoh,e tJre incquitics ar}-rong nrcnrber sla.tes.

3. 'lhc Corttrnouu,caldt rlocs not aclclress itscll' to pcrtinent issues a{i'ccting nrcrnber statcs c.g.
iuunigr-ation issucs.

4. 'l'he Conunonu,calth \/alucs rutd Chartcr are Non cnlbrcc:rble.

'l'hc clucstiotr otr tltc subjcctol'clebate u,;rs sub.jcclcrl Lo a voLc,:urrl [lrc'a1,g5'fiacl it.

6. HOW CAN COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTS MORE EFFES|IYELY
GOVERNMENTS TO ACCOUNT IN ACHIEVING SDGsP

HOI-D

'I'lte Sessiorl rl'As hckl at dre Church House Conl'crcnce Ccnllc on'l'uescla1,,27 Februiu-\/,201,3 alrl
ch:drecl by,Jon D:n,ics, Cltiel'llxccutive;urcl .SccrctaD,.The.Spcaliers inciurled IiaLc Osiunor N{p, Sharlor,v
Secrct:tr}' ol'State lbr Intcrnation:ri Dcvelopnrcnt; Prol. Prajapat-r 1)'ivc<li, Dircct<>r, licor1{>1ric, youtlr &
.SusLrinablc Dircctoratc, Cotrtutonu,calt-h Sccrclariat; anrl Alex 'l'hicr, lirecutiyc Dircctor, ()r,crscius

Dcvelolrtncnl Instittrtc (ODI); md Achinr S[cincr-, I]NDP A<lnrinistra[or. -fhe Scssion ccn{r-ccl ar-ounrl
SDGs 1-17.

SDGs arc i1 licl'parL ol'ttrc glob;rl agcnrla Ibr ltturc rlevclopnrcnt, \,\/lrilst SjDG l6 1ra1, bc colsirlcrcrl a
'call to actiotr' Ibr 1>;rrlialtctrt;rrians, drerc is consensus thaL the Iirll Agelrla 20110 r,r,ill not bc ac;ic'crl
rvitlroul t-ltcir active ittvolvcrtrcnl.on such critjc;rl nrat[ers Ibr n:rtion:rl anrl gloltal <lcvcloprrrcpt.'1-ltc scssicl.
cxl;Iored a djt":;sii1r 61':tltproaciics an<l activitics that coulll bc uscci to cli'cc(ivr.:1,,, irchievc thc Sl)Gs r,r,ith:r
lbcrts <ln iltiltletttetrt:rtiotr ancl carlir ;vgijo, b1, govenrrncnts, p;rrticularll, ;rL tire rr;rli<.r,al Ic'Cl.

'l'lrLougir a vicle o l))css:r.8c liorn Achinr SLeiner, IINDP r\dnrinistiirtor, [e spohc aboul t]rc scalc ol'
challengcs 1;;rt'liatlrcnLrriarls I:rcc to :rchieve susLainablc hurnan rleveloprneiiL. Hc clclilccl drc gl<>l;al
ch:rllerlgcs as cotnplex aurl itrlcrrelatecl ald zrrgucd th:rt :r uLilorcd respor)sc is nccrlc<l tri cusur-c llo cor.[r],
i.s lcli behind uT th parliatttctrls' rolc being [o cnsurc me urber countries co]l:rl>or:rte/r,r,orli togcdrcr- a.cl
cxterlrl to borlics bci'611.1 Lltc cotntnonu,ealdr in ;xh,ocating lbr thc iltplcltcpt;rtjo, ol' SD(]s. I-Ic
cnrl;lt:tsizcrl lhc inlllortancc ol'1>a.r1i;utrent:r-ry strengrJrcning ;urrl encouragccl llarii:upcptar-iaps Lo use [6c
tINDP Parliarnentar-), I-I:ur<lbooli on Inrlllcnrenting Sustainable Dcvelopnrcrlt Go;rls.

Alex Tlreir, thc Iixccutive Director of t1re Overseas Development h'rstitute (ODI) out-lincd the
litrlrlarttcnta-l cotnpotreuls in inrplementing SDGs a.nrl pointccl out to the unique rolc ol'lriLrliiirrrcrtarizurs
itr ctrsur-ittg that tltc go\/erlllr)e Ilts arc ltclcl to account lbr cach ol'dresc rlistilct t,ct ipte rrclatcrl actio,s. I-lc
lcl'errerl tlcleg;rtcs ro an ()f)l rcyrorl: fur agc ol'choicc lirr rlcvclopnrcut lin:urcc.

PIol'cssor Prajal>aLi 'l'rit'crli, Director- ol' I3conornic, Yout]r ancl Sustainablc Dircctoratc at tlrc
Cotntlt<-rtttl'caldr Seo-clarial highliglrted nrost ol' dre cornmon fl:rr,r,s in t]le iprplcurcllatjor-r ol'SDGs a,rl
oll'crctl c<-rnslr-uclive insigh[ ou hot't, to tttotre past. thcsc li:n,r,s alcl stimulate cll'ectiyc iruple,rc.talio,.

h-orn tltc <liscussiou, it crttergc<l t.ha[ the challengc Ibr pallia:ncnLl-ians is creating tlre riglrt ec,s's[e.r lbr.
tltc iurplemcntation ol-SDGs. 'lhis ecosl,sl-cnr cor-rsists of'fbur lhctors-
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i) Hor,r, to seL policy - cr.iclence shoulcl be derived fi-orn a r.r,ide vzrrictl, ol'source s ancl proper analfsfs

conclucted Lo cleterurine hor,r, to approach Lhe issues.

ii) Horv to lina-ncc- fina-ncing Ibr clevclopr]rcnl- has changcd ovcl dre yg2-5. Donrcstic busincds

linalcing is thc rnost viable linancing option lbr developtnent Loda1,.

iii) Inrplcurent:rtion zur<l thc renroval ol' barricrs [o iurplerncnhtjon ol' .SDGs - itttl>roving' ul,".r,trI

irny>lernent:rtion clinrate r.r,hich inclucles thc inlbnnation s1,stetn, evaluatiort sl,stcttt integlate<l itr

governlrlcnt rvide evaluat'ion s)/stcl)], ;urcl incenLi\/e s)/steln.

ir.) N4easurabilitly'Accountabili ty.

'l'he clelegates agreed tlat the SDGs arc the best chance to looli alter the pl:ure[, -fo clo t-his ell'ectivcly, tlle

civil societlr nrust be involvccl in pushir-rg the governrnent to bc ansu,crable to thc peoplc. 'fhc civil socicS,

is also he1, 1,, clissemin:Lting inlbmration on SDGs to thc people :urrl enrllotvct-iug Lltern to hokl
go\/cnlnrcnts accounL:rble.

I(alc Osiunor I\{P, Sharlor,r, Secrctirrl, ol'State lbr International Dcvclopnrcnt closcrl thc scssiou r.r,itlr a cirll

to actiotr lbr laintcss :urrl crlualitl, u.it-hin caclt phasc ol'SDG iruplernent:rliou, urging {-he Cotnruont,t,caldt

to beconre dre s1>zrcc in r,r,hich incqualill,is addressecl.

7, FINANCING FOR DEVELOPMENT

.l'hc 
.Sessiorl \ryas chailcd b), Rt. FIon. -fhe Lor<l N4cColr-rcll ol'Glclscorr<>fllrlc. It rl,as ltblcl at t[c Cllrrclr

I-Iouse Conl'ercnce Centlc on'luesrla1,,27 Fellru:u)/,2018.'llrc.iiscussion bonrrrrcncccl r,r,ith a licl,notc
a<ldress b), thc Dcputy Sccrelarl.(]cner;rl Llnitcd Nations, /unina N{oluunrnecl. Spcalicrs inclurlccl .lcsslca
I-Iortr, Dircctor o1'Proglamtrtcs, Alriczur \{/omen's Developnrent Fund; Siunuel N{unzelc l4ainibo, I{ciul
ol'Fin:urcc lbr Developr))cnt [Jnit anrl Scnior Adviser to the N,ianiging Dircctor ;urcl \{/orl<l B;urh Groulr
CFO; artcl Dirli \{rillcn-r te \/elde, Head ol' Internationa-l l.lcoriomic Developrncnt Group, Ovcrscas
Dcvelopmcnt Institutc (ODI). The Session centled alouncl SDGs 1-17.

In her he1, trote address vi:r live video li-orn the UN Headqu?u-Lcl's, Ms. Anrin:r N4ohzunmcd lbcuscd dn
itrttovative lundir-rg tnecltanisurs, tlte irnyroltance ol-pe;rce ancl securiL), and thc outlooli Ibr thc tlN
inclucling sullportir-rg countl'), prioritics, u,ider relbrms lbr t-he organisation, anrl drc rolc p:u'liaurentaliaps

cart pla1, in linancing lbr clcvclopmerlL. She notcd that parliarncnts can legislate on institutions that r,r4ll

pronlote artcl irnpletnont SDGs and appropriate lbr SDGs in tlcir budgcts. She lauclcd nrost pzrrlianrcnts

Ibr debating on SDGs anrl passing dre neccssar'], lar,r,s a:rcl policies. N4s. funina N4oh:unrncd rciteratcd tlrprt

the UN is lieen to scc ltor,r, Ia.r- dresc progresscs r,r,ould go and horv to supparl- these parli:r.nrcnts arirl
coutrti-ics. She stressed that. clebating on ltor,r, to increase linancing ir;cludcs dourcslic invcs[ncnL iurcl Lo

achieve dtis, govenllllcnts including parliaurentarians rvill havc to taclile issucs ol' ta.r relornts so irs [<>

increzrst: clomcstic incorne.

S:rrnuel Munzelc I\,Iaimbo, Hcad ol'Fin;urce Ibr DevelopmcnL lJnit ancl Scnior Ach,iser to t]rc N4anagjng
DirecLor an<l \{/orld Bank Group CFO in his conr:ibution uscrl a plurnbing analogl, Lo clcscribe linanqial
tnccltatristtrs itr developnrcnl- anrl summarised t-lta[ finalcing is kc1, anrl it builcls on calt:rcity ol'rlcvclolring

'' 
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coullh'lcs

.Jcssica Hortt, Dircctor o1' Pr'<-rgr-:Lrunlcs ?rt the Aliican \A/onrcn's DcvclolrnrcpL Fulci clrphasiscrl t5c
itnl>ortatrcc ol'liccping luncls Iloq,ing into civil socicLl, to hell; taclile r,r.iclcr isrucs iuclurling lno,rr.nir'r-ights.

Dir-h \{rillcnr Le \/clcle, Hcacl ol' InLernational lfcononric Dcvelol>rncnL Group at t5c 11'cr.scas
DeveloPttrcnt InstituLe (ODD spoke on t.lic inrportalcc of' job ci-catio,, to iinpr.ovc a coultr1ig
rlcvclopnrcnt.

'&-isirtg li-onr t-he clcbat.e, drerc r{'zrs a clear ancl slrong conscllslrs ar-ounrl irnplenrcntatiop arcl <lcli'cr], ol'
thc SDGs. \'{4lat u':rs less cle:u', t't':rs ltou, tlils r,r,ill be linzurccrl. 'l'he scssion consiclcrcd thc Ackiis Ababa
Ag-t'cctttctrt orl Iiirli'urcing lbl Devclol;ment anri discusscrl lrarli:uncn['s rolc ip pusSipg go'cru,rcrls to
nlect tltc cotrltrtilDrcuts tnaclc- tot't';Lrrls clevelolring thc riglrt cnvirouurent lbr achicvcrnent ol'thc SDGs.

1-hc rlclcg:rtcs aglcc<l tltat clottrcstic rcsources ;u'c tlrc Iargcst pool ol' Iirr-r<ls 1;91-cpti;rl11, avail:rblc Ibr.
rlct'clol;tnctrl buL tircrc is rtcccl to unlocli that 1>otcnti;rl u,hosc long Ler-pr outr:orrrc r.,ou1l bc: -

IL t'virs ;tlso ;g]'cecl th:tL thc rlct'clo1>tnenL agcncla shoulcl prccerlc the lin:urcial :rgenrla r,r,it-5 civil socic(1, 2n11[
\'\'olrlcll riglrts al" tltc cctltl'c ol'tlevcloltntent. It u,as Iurt-hcl ag:'cerl t|at isstiLutiors iu.c t5e bcsl ibu.rlatio.
Ibr succcss in thc inrplcnrcuta(ion <;l'SDCls.

8. BLILDING CTILTTIRES OF TRUST AND CONFTDENCE ACROSS COMMONWEAL'IH
POLITICAL SYSTEMS

'fhe scssi<>Il \'\r;ls chairccl by.|on Davics, Chicl'Iixccutive aud Secrctru.1,, CpA. spcalicrs inclurlcrl Ilolrcr.t
N4ittLcs, Co-l?or'rntlcr-, Ali-ob:rrotrrctc:r; Rt. Hoir. Maria N4ill,:r X4P, Chair, \A/ourcn airrl Iiqualitic.s; iu*l llc,
Pagc, cl')o, Ipsos N'I()RI. T'hc scssion tooh pl;rcc at r-Itc church Housc conlbrcncc Cc.u.c ., -l-ucs<,a1,,

27 Fcbruary, 2018.'l-hc sc.ssi., fbcuse<r o, SDG r6 a:r<r 17.

-l)-ust a:rrl conlicletrce iu public ir-rstiLulior-rs has been ricclining in reccpt )/cars. Argual;ly as a rcsull, tlrct'orl<l lxrs r'r'iurcsscd politic;rJ atcl soci:rl unre st as ;r baclilash ag;linst govcrn,cuts 1;crcci'erl ;rs
utrl]-ttsLt'vort]r1'; this is changing tltc iucrcasingiy li'agile rel:rtionshil; l)e(r,r,eeu citizels ;urcl go'cru,rcrts. -l5c
qucslions:rrising thcrclbrc are ltor't' palianrcn(arims czrn buikl a culture ol'rrust a,rl rc-cstal>lish
conlirlertce ittnottgst citizclts irl thcir polirical sl,stcurs, aucl thc lcssons []urt can bc lear-,t liour i.itiati'cs i,
ot.ltcr countlics thal arc cl]'cctivcll, a4.1r..rrirrg t_his issuc.

Robcrt N4aucs, CoJbundcr- ol'Alrobarotttetcr, oPencri t-he scssion zurrl rliscusscrl tlrr: dispar.itics 5et*,ccu
u'ltal citizcrls \'l/allt Ironi dreir represcutatives and r.r,hat parliarncnt;rrians actua-ll)/ Ibcus o,. l)csltite littlc
tt'usL irt leadership' he etriphasiserl that (hcre is a su-(urg connection l:ctr,r,een p:rliar,ent;u.ia.s a,rl tScir
honrc corrstit rrcncics.
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Bcn P:gc, CEO ol'Ipsos MORI, prescn[e d a rucle arral, 6l'staListjcs on globa-l ['cnrls rcgarclirtg l>ublic trust

i1 ipstitutrolls, go\/ernurent, ancl thcir political rcpresentatives. Hc raiscd thc itlca ol'ra<lical trallspare I]c\/ 
lcr

rcbuilcl citizcns' tr-usL in elecLcd ollici:rls.

Thc Chair ol'the M/orncn and Iiqualities Sclect Courtnittee, thc Rt FIon. t\4;uia I\4illcr N4P callcd lbr :ut

e ntbracc to tlanspar-ency so as to rcclucc m1r[]1 :urd m1,s[cr1, surrouuding thc tl,orli ol'p:rrliiuneilt:rrians. Slfc

brouglrt up thc importancc ol' having a presellce in schools, giving chilclrcn :rttd 1'61111o 1>coplc :in

oplrortunitl, to recognise parliamentalians as drey begin to le:lm about rl4tat Par-li:unent does.

The Spcaliers also highliglrtecl the Ibllorving issue s: -

i) T[e leccl Ibr Palliiunents Lo looli lilic dre conununidcs drc1,t'cprescnt iu thc clivcrsi[' itr gctr<lcr,

age, scxual orieukrLion, :urrl culLurc.

ii) 'l'he nced Ibr P:uliament [o shecl ol]'tle m1,s1gr'1, t-]ra[ surrounrls it ancl cnrllracc ttrotlcrtr lirrrns bl'

conununication. Parliaurents shoukl opcn up to the intcrncl- age. The Inore opell parli:unetrts iur:,

dre nrore ltutrtzrne, tltc tnore tntstccl ald conlirlerrt tlte1, ;u's.

iii) Parlimtcnts neecl [o cng;rge morc r,r,it]r thc loc;rls. This inclLrrles public participatiorl arl(l

rlisscnrinaLion ol'correcL inlornration to dtc people.

9. THE ROI-E FOR COMMONWEALTH PARTJAMENTS AS PARTNERS AND
COLT,ABORATORS IN MEETING THE GLOBAL C}IALT;ENGE OF CLIMATE CHANGE

TI:c:Sessiorl \{rAS chzLired b), Thc Lorcl Bishop ol'Szriisbury,, lhc Ri. I{evcl. Nicholas Holt:rr tooli placc :rt

Por[cullis House, Houses ol'Parli:unent on !\/cdncsdzr1,, 28 Iicbru:u],, 2018. Spcalicrs includcd Prol'csspr

Sam Fanlihauscr-, Director, Granlhanr Itesearch Institute; ancl.|udy Ling !\rong' CllE OBIi, A.rnbassadQr,

\{/orrren's]lnvironnrentalNctr,r,olh.l'hcSessionIbcuscdonSD(ls 5,6,7,11, I2, I3, 1rl, 15ar-rd 17.

Comnronr,r,ca-lth counlr-ies playerl a nrajor p:ut in (hc success ol'the 2015 P:uis cor)lererlcc.'lltc1, lvorc

arlroltg thc 195 go\/erllrnenls Lhat agrecd 'Clim:rte Cha:rge rcprescnts an urgcnt :urd polentially ir1's1rgl-sib1.

tlrrc;rl to hunran socicties ancl thc planet'. The lbcus is rigltlly on imlrlcnrcul-zrtiou an<l dcliver), o1'thesc

globzrl coulnitnrcnts. 'I'his session oll'ercd :ur ol)portuniq, 16. parliarncnt;rrials Lo cliscuss clirnate litraucc,

clis:rster risli reduction zur<l prevcntion sllategies, cmcrging innor,;rtions, :urd gcnerilLe tttotttcttltun attrl a

cleelter unclcrsLanding of Cornrnonu,calt-h cornmitments to t}e Paris Agrceulcnl

'l'he scssion discussed thc dill'erenL \,I/a)/s t]re rn,orlcl is ta-liing :rcLion on clinra[c ch:urgc b1' passing tlic

ncccss?rr\/ lcgislation and gencrating cxecutive polic),. I\{ost counl,r'ies have :r u,orliing'Ii-amcrvot-li on clirtratc

change i.,itl Iicn],:r citecl as an cx:unplc for passing t]re Clinratc Charrgc Act (2016), Climatc policl, i5

ccononric policy,. Therc nrust bc collaboration lionr rich counl-r'ies ancl poor countl-ics in taclilirtg clinrtte

changc. It is eryualli, irnpor[:urt to bring in thc aspccts ol'opcnncss, dtc ricl.uress ol'spiritualitl, alrl ettroLious

ancl uror.aliLl, Lo gcl- real equalitl,anrl unlock thc grca[rcss in collaboration in the figtl on climaLe change.

]urly Lin, \4/ong CIIE OBII, Ambass:rdor ol' tlte \A/orncn's Environnrcnl-ai Netrt,orh, spolie t,ro,,, ,rDtn,

I'eclings <lrivc action ar-rcl thcrefore nations rnust iniect lovc into policy. RellrcscnLativcs lt-ottr isl:r"ncl tratiotrs
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stt'csseci tltc uccd lbr lar3er u:rtiotrs to supporl cliurate change initiativcs to b:rl:urcc out thcir. or,r, c;rrborr
IbolPrirll' Onc ol' the 1'ep1, dclcgrtes Pr-oposed clralting ol' ir lctler co-sigrccl by parli;uric,[ariiu.rs i,
atLcucliurcc, ach'ocating lbr t1te crcatiou ol'a Comuronrveal{-h Comnritlcc to uronitor cliurate ,:rtLcr.ns.

10. PROMOTING OPEN, MODERN, AND INCLUSIVE DBMOCRACIES

Thc session l-ooli placc at Portcullis I{ouse, Flouscs ol'P:uliament on \{/cdnescla1,, 2g Februarl,, 20lg :1,<l
ccnh'e<l :Lrouncl SDGs 1- 17.

l)urirtg the Scssion, dtc delegatcs u,er-c a<klrcsscd b1, Rt. Ho1. Lorcl Batcs, I\rlilistcr o1 Statc ibr
Iutcmatiotral Devcloptlletll, tlK' Critica-l to dre SDGs is the licy 111,11..r,or to 'Lca'c No O,c Bc5i.4,.'fhis rccogrrises the neccl for socielics drat. :rrc open ancl inclusive, ensuring :r 

'oicc Ibr t5c ,ros(
ntarg'in:rlisctl inclucling clrilclrcD, \'outl), pcrsorls rn,ith clisabililics, 1;eoplc living r.r,ith sligrnati.scrl ilLrcssc:s,LGll'f cotrlttrutrities, olrlct- pcrsolts, inrligcnous 1;coplcs, rclugccs, rlisplaccrl l)crso,s a,<l ,rigr.a.t-s. 'l.hcrc
is ;tLt ittlll<ll-t;ttll- rolc lbr I;arlianrcttts utl Parli:uncnLarians Lo 1>lay in pronroting sucS dcr.ocracics. li<1rrall1,
itnlrortiutt is the r-ole o1'civil socicq, org:utis:rtions, corllrtruniLl, eng,agen)cltL g.l-oru)s, tr-arlitional lcarlcrs,
reiigious borlics, tracle uniotts, alttl tltc l-,ri'aLe sccLor, who h:r'c bee. and rcr,ai, a, i,rporft,rt llarl ol'rlctDocratic lil'c, and a guararrtor ol'hunuur rigirLs in socicl1,. .l-here 

is neerl thcrclbre to rlevelop nrorcitrclusi'e cullurcs across thc Co,rnron*'ealth by operri,g up olrl as r.vcll AS rle\,v spacc.s Ior orlcrs a,<l:ritclnativc perspccLivcs.

Irr lris ltel' uol-c iulclt-ess, Rt FIon. Lorrl l3at.r',,, r4inister ol' Statc lbr Iutcr-nati<.rnal Dc,,,clop.rc,t, yl(
highiiglttc<l thc jounrel' Lhat cach corilltr)/ [iilics tor,',,:rrcls rrcurocr-aC], as a rcsult o[ r.rrcir unirluc curLur.cs anrlItistories, higltliglrting (ltaL <leurocr-aric clieloguc ncccssitatcs tr-ansparc.c1,. [-1" Ibcuscd o. <lc,rocr:rc1, ;rurltlte r':rlucs tllat Lhe Cotntlrontl'e:rhh hokls :rs cnvisionecl iu tlre Corlno,*,c:rldr c5ar.Ler. He obsc^,crl t':rlIicerlont ol'spccch is palarnount ancl civil socicil, ,f,ouii be ilclu4ecl i1 t5is Iight :urd r,ore slou1i I;ctlotrc to Jtrolcct ilrc rnerlia. He arlcled dta[ r,r,omen and 1,6p1.h sfioul{ lte eprpor,r,er.ecl ecopolricalll,, soci;rll,,and politicall), :urrl involve<l in thc rlcnrocratic process. Denrocrzrcl, shoul<l also rcprcscut Lhc riclr clivcr.sitl,ol'thc coururo,r'ea]th countlies a.cl no one should be left bcrri,rl.

11. SPOTLIGHT SESSIONS I

Dcleg:rtcs brolic ortt into lbur sitnuluureous Sllorliglrt Sessions r,vlrcre a r,:u-ietJ, ol'issues \.\rel-e co'el-erl. .1.5e
Scssions Lookplacc on \{/eclnescla1,, !3 Februar-1,,2018 at thc porlcullis House, I-Iouscs ol-p:rliar,erL.

(, Preventing conllict & sustaining peace across the commonwealth

'I'lrc Sessiorl \^'as chaired b}' Ilarotless Nicholson ol'\\/interbornc. Spcaliers inclucled Fatinrah I(cllelrcr,Itlte,ratjoual co.sultanl- o, \4/o,reu's Ilco,ouric .|ustice :urd Educatjonal lirnpor,r,c,.e,t; a,rl l{r>..i\4ultartrttretl N4:r.lruera MP, Garnbia; and Canon Szu-a.h Sn1,6lc,-, Corn:uopu,ea.lt[ Rccopciliatiop Arlyisorto Au'chbishop ol'Caltcrbur1,. The Scssion cenlr.ed ar.ouncl SDG i6.
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'l'hc realities ol' rriolcrrt conflict ?ut(l r.r,ar-, hunranitalian :urcl tratural clis:tsters, clcctor;rl rlisr-ttl;tiorts ancl

<lcurocratic lr-ansitions, can.jeoparclise the stabiliLl, o1'Cortunonnealt.h coutrtries. 'fhis scssiotr corrsitlclc:(l

prorlcrl copllict issues by highliglrting c;rsc studies li'onr across tlte Comrttottu'ezrldt, :urd lbctrsecl on tlrt

distinct- rolc that parliarnentalians can plzr1, in nation;rl and region:rl peacebuilding cllbrts r'r'ith a giobal

Ibcus on sustaining peacc an<l prcvcnting cor-rllict thougt peace tne<li:rtion, rcconcili;rtion slrategics, :tn(l

civil sociell, engagenlcnt.

The session consiclered uroclern conllict issues b), sltinning a liglrt olt case stuclics li'orn acloss thc

Corurnouu,calth, cxplorecl t]te vr/;r)/s Corrlmonu,ea-lt-h par{ianrent:rrians cal tzrlic action to rcspontl tb

pressipg conllicts, but it a.lso servccl as a rcrninrler t-ha[ corillics can talic l])alt\/ Iorlrts arttl <lo trol alr'r':t)]s

rcllcct drat r,r4rich is seen in rnainstrcanr rnedia. 'fherclore, solutions lbr pcace tnus[ be cqtr:rll1' as varic(l

iurd conl.cxt-driven.

(ii) Freedom of religious belief; Understanding the role of religion in a secular government and

ensuring peacefiil coexistence of different religious and belief groups

Thc Scssion n,as ch:rired by, Baroncss Bcrridge , Co-Chair, APPG on Inter-n:rtional Freedom ol'Rclision <[

Beiief. Spealiers includecl Aluued Shaheecl, lJnitccl Nations Spcciai Rapporteur on R'ccclorn <>l'Rcligioir

or lleliel; zurcl Maja Daruvva)a, Senior Arlviser ol'tjrc Cornuronu,ealdr Hunran Riglrts InitiaLivc. 'l-llc

Scssion cetlcrl around SDGs 10, 16, and 17.

: .- i

Ilrccrlorrr ol'Rcligion :uul Ilclicl'(F,.;iiiJ) is a viurl irunr:rrr righL lbr crcating yr.orp.,torr, s(able iur<l i:r,:iusivc

societies. i1 o1'tlre Pcu, Rcseiuch Ccntr-c's top 16 countr-ies r,r,it.h'r,crJ, lriglr'rcstr-ictions on FoRB r:urrli

rn,ithin the bottonr l8 per-centol'thc Global Peacc Indcx.'fhc rnajoritl,ol'chilch-en outol schoolr,r,orldr,r,irlc

l>clong to tnitrorill, anrl incligenctus gl'oups. N'l:1ly rcligious g1-oLlps across tlte Cor.rrrot*,vczLlt.lt l':rcc ll:u'r'icfs

to education, r,r,hich cntr-cnchcs tlcii'nra-r3ina.lisation at gleal cosl to Lhcnrsclvcs :urd thc resl ol'socict1,. .

'fltis scssion Ibcuserl ort hor,r, Cornrnour,r,e:rJtlr parliarnentarians c?ul protccl- FoRB by holcling thcir
rcspectivc exccutivcs lo ;rccount alrl usir-rg t.hcir lea<lcrship role :urd position to promote rcligior.[s

Loleriurcc ancl licerlonr. 'lhe Conrmonr,r,ca-lth can :r.nd shoulcl be a vehiclc Ibr talliing abouL issucs ol'FoRB
considcring t-he cliversc and conrplcx histories ol Conunonu,caldr countlics. The speahcrs cxplaincd tltc

obligations ancl standalds sct out b1r the UN to ertsure religious inclusivitl,. 'fhe s1>cakers also highlightct<l

the signilicmce to citizcns on having equal access to justice.'l-he palel aglecd that t-hc Coulnour,r,c;Lltlr

Charter does not explicitly include FoRB, and should bc anrcncled to :rtldress these rigIls as tley all'ect

Conruronr,r,calth citizcns Lo vaD,ing rlegrccs.

(ur) Launching the 'Commonvrealth School of Inclusive Thought'

The Session \\,AS chairccl by Challotte .hrlreu,s, CPA tJI( Spcahers inclucled Dr Rob Bcrl<el1, 1\,{llE,

Ilc;rd ol'S[ateg1, and Digitd, BBC; Pfiilip Coupclll,, Disabilitl, Riglrts I-lK; Philippa Drct,t, CB, l'rttstec,
I(aleidoscope Trust; Dr livzr Nanrusolic, Fcllou,, InstiLute ol' Coulnonu,caldr Stu<lics; Tong Ycc, tirc
Dilcctor of'thc 1'hough Collccdvc. 'fhc Session ccntlcrl ar-ouncl SDG 10.
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-fhis sessiotl cltatnl>iotrecl :r scltool ol'thinliers s,ho olI'cr inclusivc alcl a[ tinres altcnrativc iclc:rs to :rrh,oc;r[c
cha:tge in tltorc inclusive r'r,a)'s. 'l-ltc ibcus on reneu,a-l ancl rclbrnr :rcl'oss thc Comnronr,r,caltlr unclcrscorcs
tltc rlced lbr'hiclrlcrt', ttuugitralisccl, cxcluclccl disenlianchiscd voices, zurd 1[e po\,r/cr ol'socia] plo\/c1lc1[s
to bring zrboul cltangc and li'eedortt Ibr all Conunonvvc;rlt]r citizens. Mridrin dris scssion, e;rch ol' lhc
tlliulicrs Jlresentcd tlrcir inclusivc rrision lor nrore open :urrl nrorlenr rlenrocr:rcies, :r-u{l scL out zr r-oa4lrirp
lbr euactiug cltzurgc l>c1,611,1 dtc Conunonrvealth Heacls ol'Govcrnnrent Meetipg.

1'hc spe;iliers etnpirasiscrl t1re irnporLucc ol'having dizrlogucs ancl inllue ncing public cliscoursc for kurgiblc
irupacts. Thc group highliglrtcd t-he clistinct perspcctive drat persons living u,ith clisabilities have to ollcr,
trotably, thcil resiliencc. 'llte Sr'oup lurthcr ar-tjculatecl thc ncc<l lbr 1ran1, Coplponr.r,ealth couptrics to
rct,ict,t, <liscrintinator-y, 1i111,5 based on drc scxuali6, or gcnder idcntitl, ol'a per.son. p:rrliamcnt?lri:urs r,r,crc
urgecl to bc accessible to Lltc 1'611, constiLucnts tlrrough social utedia. Thc session closccl u.it5 a tSolglrt-
llrot'oliiug case stuch' Iionr Sing:rporc on the iurlrorl-;urcc ol'taliing or,urcrsfiip o1'orv1 actiols.

(iv) Collaborative approaches to Globa] Heaith Challenges

'l-he Sessiotr tl'as cllaircclbl' Dr. Lintla Yuelt, aTV iurcl raclio presentcr. Spe:rhcrs ilcluclerl.|crcury [,c1.r.r1,
N4P, Co-Chair lbr t],c APPG on N4alarizr ancl N'fDS; and Benrar-cl Ar1,s61s1,, Dircctor- ol'N4alaria No N4orc
tli(.'l-he Session covcrccl SDGs 11,5,6, 10, l6 anrl 17.

'fhe rolc ol'hcalt-h & hcalt-hc:rrc irr rlircctll, uraliing lives bctter is r.r,irlcl1, aclurorylc<lgccl. Fror, 5cl,i.g. rcr
eraclic:rtc llorrel'l-1', lrrct'cniing sc:rious ouLbrealis drat slrur nalional sccur-it1l clises, i<r boosting cco,o,ric
itroriuctir,ilv ;trrd sustainabilitl, - invesling gioba_lly in hca.lth is a ke1, pillai" ol'ihc SDGs. It is ir.lso rvirlcll,
aclinou'le<lgecl to be a uttivcrsal a:rci collabor;rlivc cllbrt. f-his scssion lookcd at tjre ura)/s ip r,r,lric5
8o\/erI1Ilicllts, heaJth ag'encies, Clivil .SocicL1, Org:urizations (CS()s), pt.t\,;r[c scctor, org:uris;rti.,s, ;ur{l
citizens can collaboratc Lo inrprovc healdr s)/stcrtrs, inh-:r-str-ucturc, innor,:rtior) pruccsscr, ;11ril rlcli'c11,.

'l'hc slle;rkcrs s['cssc(i t-lt:rt itl'esting in hcalt-h ir-ritiatives is a gr-e:rL \{,a)/ [o ac5icye globai startrl:u-cls a,rl
aLtlacL itlvcstors' 'lltc1' cnrllhasisc<l dtat <liscases lurovv no borrlers, alcl t5crelbrc requir-e collabor:rtio,
?Icross thc Cornttrotrt't'e:tldr. 1-hc group sPolie about tlc proglcss rnacle so liu- ip t5e pro.rotio. ol'lcalt-6
btrt notecl t-ltat finarlcial invcsuneut ancl clinrate change plesentcd r:rajor clurllcnges i,clucli,g skrlli,g
progl-css.

12. KIYNOTE ADDRESS IROM THE RT. HON.JEREMY CORB\-N, Mp, LEADER OF.rI{E
OPPOSITION, UK

Thc lraclcr ol't]re Opposition, []I( thc Rt. Hon..lercm1, Corblm, r\4p addrcsscrl clelcgites aL t_he porrcullis
I{ouse, Houscs ol'Parliaurenlon \{/ecluescla1,, February 28,20i8 and on spokc aboutiror,r,cli,rate c5a,ge
disllroportiotratelf all'ects sruall stales, r,r'hile big states ;u-e drc rnain polluters. He outlilerl l,s visio, Ibr tlrc
Cottrtttotlrt'caldr as tt'cll :rs his ltlals on Lax rclbnrrs, a<irlressing root causcs of'poycr-q, aprl rrrutu^l tr.arli,g-
lrar[nershil>.
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13. GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY & ACCOUNTABILTTY: HOW PARLTAMENTARIANTS

CAN BE PART OF THE 'DATA AND EVIDENCE REVOLUTION'.

T6c Scssiop rvas C[aired by Sen. I(erensi:r Morrison N{P, Janraiczr. Spcakcrs includcd E. G1'111121r-Boacli,

Chicl'lfxecutive, Afrobalonreter; Dr David Halpcm, Chiel' lixccutivc, llehavioural Insiglrts Tcztm; ;urcl

li1ril1, Hal,l-cr', Progr'611e N{auager, INASP. Thc Scssioll \,As helcl at Lhc Portcullis House, Houscs dl'

Parlizunent on \4/ednes{la1r, !3 Februar-1,, 2018 and it {bcused on SDG 16.

Govcmnrcn1 b'anspar-ellc1r 2r-r,1 accountabiliLl, ,'a at tlte lteart ol' good govcrllallce atr<l st].oug artrl

tr-:ursparcpt ipstitutions. -l[e 'clat2 rcvolution' of{ers hugc potcntial Ibr acltieving ancl ellcctivcl}'tnotritoritlg

susurinable developrnent. It also conres rvit-h clillicult cirallenges :uouucl clata gaps, qualiq', l'csoul'cc

inrplications, alcl political realities ancl scnsitii,ities. 'fhis scssion focusecl on thc usc ol'clata ancl evicletrc'c

:rs L[e 'lif'ebloo<l' o1' parliaurents, :urrl an cssential conrpotrent to p;uliar]tclttal')' Ilnctions ol' oversiSllt,

scru[in1,, :urrl rcpresentaliou ol' coustituctrts.

The session elabor:rted on the riglrt appro:rch to using d:rta ancl eviclcuce lt1, ltarli;uncn[s bi' ackr<>r'r'iccl8il']8'

drat 1>arliaurents rlon'L lurorv cverJ,thing :urcl rnusl, bc r,rrilling cnougl to lcarn. 'fhcrc shoultl bc t\{P-stzrll'

collaboration rvith tlre ob.jectivc ol ir-rcreasing cvi<lence upt:rlic arlrong t\{Ps iuicl tltc ultinialc go:rJ ol'

eliruin:rting opinion-basccl policy lbr cviclencc-based policl,. I(c1,12L"n',n,:t),s lbr parliatnentali;urs \\Ierc: -

i) Parlianrentari;urs shou)cl gcL to l.ro,,, 9r",. p;uliarnentar-1, rescarch teatn :urcl [iu<l out ltou, t]tc)' cilrt
,..' l

supporL tltettr.

ii) Pzulianrcnl-s shoulrl sir-r':ngthen thcir rretu,orli r,r,ith researclt instittttiorts in thcir rc,spcctivc coutrtrich.

14. ROI.E OF COMMON\MEALTH PARLIAMENTARTANS IN
TRATFICKING AND CHII,D EXPLOITATION

TACKLING T.IUMA[.{

The .Scssion u,as Chaired byJor-r Davies, Chicl'llxecul-ive anrl Secrekrrl,, CPA. Spc:rliers includecl Parosfr:t

Chanclra, [JI( B:u'r'ister, N4oclern Slaver'], ancl Human Traliicliing IixperL; Rt. Hon. David Hanson, N4P,

\/ice-Chair UI( Executivc Comnrittee; I(cvin Hyland OBE, [II( Inclcpendent A.nti-Slzu,crl, Courtnissiondr'.
-fhc Session \{/as held at t]re Portcullis House, Houses ol'Parlianrent on \\/eclncscla1,, 28 Fcbrualy, 201]8.

'fhe session cenllecl ar-ouncl SDG 8.7. I

In 2016, 211,.9 nrillion pcol>le across thc u,orld \4,cre [r'al)pc<l in lbrced labour u4rilst l5."l rnilliorl \l/crc

cocrcecl inro Ibrccd rnar-r-iagcs. Hunral trallicliing, chilcl exploitittion, alcl {brcecl lztbour all'ect cvcry ,",utitn

in the r,vorlcl, including those u.ithin t-he Conunonwealth. f iris scssion lbcusc<l otr uurlcrstanding tltc causcs

behincl hunran tlalliching, Ibrcecl labour, and chilcl cxploitatiou, as r,t,cll as explorcd horl' tltcsc issues

manil'est drenrseh,cs. The scssion sought l.o iurs\{/er hor'r, hunran trallickiug ar-rd chil<l exploitatiort siLs r'r'itllin

t]le overall discourse on huuran riglrts, tlic bcnefits of legislating cll'ectivcl), ou tltesc issttes, both cthic;rlly

ancl ltractically, an<l the roles that llarliarucnls cal play in legislatirtg otr tltesc ltcinous crittres and raisilng

a\\,a-l'eness :ul]ong their constil.ucllls ancl cotntttuniti cs.

.--.----.=r-.-_-
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Dclcgatcs tvcre rerttit-tdcd t.hat slavcrJ, can talic rtranl, Ibnns. Horvcvcr-, tlrc thrcc nuril gltes ol'crplgitirtigrr
arc scxtta-l cxploitation, labour cxltloitatron ;uxl clourcstic scrvitudc. The victints ol'b':illicliipg alrl c5il<l
cxllloitation :u-e usuaJll, subdued using punislrurcnls such as blaclanail, r,ioiencc, cocrciop :prd dcceptiou.
Parlianlcutariatrs' tnajor rolc is to crcatc stlingcnt lau,s th:rt criurinalize humal tr-allic[i1g ap<l chill
cxploitation. Lastly, parli:utrent;rriaus neecl [o u,ork closely r,r,it]r civil socieq, on t.ltis issuc :rs tltc1,arc licy i1
ILrUiiling Lhe lirst {iurclarnental u,hich is protecting tlie victinr.

TIrc Session Spealiers unclcrlincd tltat Govcrntrcnts ancl ParlianlcnB alc accouutablc Ibr t:rliipg ltolitical
action to arh'ocale lbr victjnts antl punislt tr-alllciicrs. Thcy crnphasizcrl Lhe nccrl Ibr bcttcr 1;rolcction ar-rrl

access to .justice lbr victirrts :ts u,ell :rs :r nlore sccurc proccss lbr ltrosecution ol'tlaflicliers. Thc1, 2l*e
ernpltasizc<l the irnport;urce ol'protccting tlrc vulncrablc ar-rrl incrcasing victirtr supporl, but also crc;rli5g
s(r:rtcgics Ibr prevent-ion.

'flre rlay cnrlccl rt'ith [ours ol'dre Parliarnentat)/ Estatc aprl o1tpor1ulit1, 16 1,is1a, proceerlipgs ip t]re Housc
ol'Conrurons ancl Lhe Ilousc ol'Lorrls.

15. 'l HE COMMONWEALI'H PROSPERITY OIITLOOK: FORECASTS & PREDIOI'IONS

'l'hc Scssiotl r't'as chairecl b1, Dr. Nicli \,\/cstcott, Dircctor oI'the Royal Alrical Socieq,. Spcalicrs ipclprlcd
S:urtttcl N4unzele N4airnbo, Head ol'Fin:urcc lbr Developr)rel)L Unit a:rd Scnior Adviscr [o t]re N{a1agr'g
Dircc[or ;urtl \\/orld Banli Group CFO; Dr Travis N4itchell, Hcad of'I.]copolric Policy a1<l Srnzrll States
Scctiotr' Iicorlonlics -i'ouLh :urd Social ancl Suslainable Developnrent. Dir-cctoratc, Thc Cornrnonr,r,e;iltlr
Sccr-ct,.ri:tl; )lootto X4uPotola, Dircctor, Ali-ican Dcucloirnrc,,, 

-n,rri, t'n,r.t- 
;,- 

";i;;,,ri*rr,

Slislian<lai'ajalt, Sccrctru-1'Gctrcral, Civicus u,ho.joinecl thc clcbate tlrlough sliypc. TIrc Scssi6l Looli 1;liLr:c:
otl -l'lltti':;rlay, l\{a'ch 01, 2018 at dre Guilrlhail, Cit1, e1'Lonrlon.'lhc scssioir ccrtr-ccl :rr.u,<l SDGs l, l0
iurrl 17.

DLu'ing thc scssion, the Ibllorring issucs arose inclucling r.r,hctirer a global sfiili tor.r,ar-ds patiolalis,r a,rl
protectionistt) pose :r drreat or opporluniqr {6r- ccononries :rcr-oss the Comrlolu,ealt|, ap4 r.r,5at tlc rtrain
opportu,ities ard challc.ges lbr lo.g.1sr,r groulh ;r.,d prosperiLl, 14,g... 'flils scssio. ofl'crerl a global
ottLlooli otl [r':rclc, grovt'dt, anrl t]rc Cortunonu,e:rllh - exploring pattems, lr-c1fls, pr1,drs, apd prisloplcrs -
an<l oll'ering llredictions ancl Iorec;rsb lbr tlte cconornic outlooli over Lhe lcxl Iiye ),ears.

'i-hc spcalicrs aclurou,ledgecl drat we livc ilr :ur increasingll, 6q,rrrrlcx environnienl Ibr fbrccasting. Thcre
are so Irl:ur1' rislis langing li'om clirtratc cltangc to rlernograplilc pressures an{ coullr-ies are expcric,cing
iucrcasing rising dc'bt bodr at national ;uxl consurner lcvcl. In addition, inequalitics a.rorlg cou.tr-ies
t'ettrain high antl trcu' [echuologics ollet'pronrises bul a]so introclucc ne\4/ tlrrcats. In tlis coltcxt, Couutrics
nce<l to arlclrcss stlucl-ural relbnrts alounrl baseline (soll) sliills, inves[ncnt ucccls, Iabc.ur m:rr]ict relo.,s,
:Ltld crlucation mrl ltcalth ittrprovettrenLs. CounLrics :rlso need to invcst in soll links-pcople t.o ,co,lc-
rel;rtionshills r'r4rich is cnltanccd bi, thc intcrnet agc. Last11,, countr-ies neccl to lrobilizc 6oneslic s;r'i.gs
att<l Prcvctrt capiurl Iliglrt Ibr loca-l invcstnrents. The Session a1>preciatcrl t-lre clilliculties ol' cco,o,ric

Ra pot t til 
- 
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lbrecasting givcn c),bcr rislis ucl globa-l trcncls. Thc Scssion tallic<l about making Lhe tuost ol

Conuuonr,r,ealtlt ecotromics giveu global tlcnds lilie Brcxit.

16. STIMTII-ATING JOBS & ITYELIHOODS - DEVELOPING SKILTS FOR THE FUTURE

ACROS S THE COMMONWEAI]TH

Thc Scssion vr,:rs Chaired by Lord Pun,is ol'Tr,r,eetl, frottt t-he UI( House ol'Lortls. Spc;rlicrs incluclc<l Sctr.

.|olurson S:rliaja, 14.P. Nailobi Serrator, Chairrnar-r ol'thc Keny,2l Young ParlianrertLalians Association; Hofr.

Lc1al{ N4ontoule, MP, N4inister lbr liquit1,, Jus[icc, EtnpotvetlneuL, Youth Developuteut, Slrorts, Culture

:urrl Local Govcrnnrent, SainL Lucia; Hilary Sitnpson, Founder, Slcut-h Co-Op; and Zhi Sootr, Director pl'

Youdr, Education & Sliills, Behavioural Insighs'l'eam. The Session tooli place on Thursdal,, Malch !1,
2018 at thc Guildh:ilI, City ol'London. 'lhe session cenlled ;uouucl SDGs 1, r1, 5,8, 9, l0 and 17.

\,\iith luturc r,r,orli practices unccltaiu anrl ch:urgirlg at. a rapicl p:rcc, citizens :rrc ittcreasirtgllr r1'e1'1iitrg itr ;t

u,zr), that is intcrdisciplinarl,, ollen crcative and digital, erltl-cprcncurial anrl rcquiring lcarlcrslrip, tcclrnical

abilit1,, global a\,\/arel-rcss :urrl civic cciuc:rtion. Parliarnentari:urs h:rve a responsillilitl, 16 cnsurc Lhcir'

constil-ucnts iurd citizcns ol'all agcs carl m:ilic Lhc most ol'thcse o1;portunitics anrl erlsurc th:rt t-hc berrclis

arc u,irlel), I'elt by all. -fhc scssion explorecl Lhc sc:rlc o{'thc challengc ancl rnappccl otrl \\/a}/s il} r,r,hich

p:rrliauren[arians can sul)por'l n;r.tional go\/enll)rcrlts to prep:rrc lbr t]rc lirture .

fhc Ci:r-ussion cenLre<l alound studies u,irich shou't]ta[ Lhe rlost r.rsciiil s]rills in 'Lcn 1rs2i1's' tinrc r,r,ill bc

:cit/basciinc sliills r,r,hich incluclc comururrication, crcativil)', jrroblcur soh,ing:urrl teanr r,r,orli. -l-lrc

Contutonr,r,e:rltir population is rciaLivcl)/ )/oung r,r,ith C:rnacla having thc ol<lcst rnc:ul agc :rt r1,2:ur<l Ilgantla
tJtc 1,e1111g.st at i5. 'l'he session asscsse<l the curl'ent siluation ol' unernplo)/r])cnt globally. I\4illions krl'

riiscng:rgcrl )/oullg people eue Lhc real tln'e:rt to insccuritl, as t-hc)' :u-c vulucrable to r;rclicalizzrtion and

uncml;loyncnt:rlso leacls to migr;rtion crises as youllg peoplc li'om countr-ics r,r,il-h Iilgh unenil>lolanenl (r1,

Lo gcl to otlcr counh'ies vritl lor,r, uncnrplolmrenl q,ith hope ol'a bcltcr li['c. Unemplol,nrcnt is therelbrq a

global chzrllenge ancl needs to be acldressed in t-his contexL.

The session sllcssccl tlte neecl [o crcaLe sustajn;rble job gror,r,th, tlc inrpor tancc ol' cnsuriug thc nrorlcl-rt

ccorlorn\/ proviclcs opporLunities lbr e\/er)/orle so that no onc is lelt behincl.

17. BREAKOI]T SESSIONS II

Dclegr.[cs brokc out into Ibur sinrultaneous Spotliglrt Sissions where a *'ariet], ol'issues \4rere covcrcd. -flrc

Scssior:s took place ou Thursclal,, Malch 01, 2018 at thc Guildhall, Cit1, o1'Lonclon.

Challenge and Disruption: what role can 'enterpreneurial' I'arliamentarians across thc
Commonwealth play in driving forward legislative change P

i)
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-l'hc 
Scssion \,r,AS Charrcd i>),A"t,'r Ho<lliinson, I-leacl ol'N4ultilatcral Projccts, CPA tlI(. Spca.hers inclurlcd

Hor-r. Ncto Agostinlto, Ibrnrcr N4P in I(cn1,a, Laul,cr a1fl Co1r,elor o{'thc I(ep1,a P:u-liaprcpt?ul/ J-lLur)au

Rigirl-s Association; ancl Prol'cssor l\4urra), I-IunL, Director, Bingham Ccntr-c lbr thc Rule ol' l,ar,r,. 'lhc
scssion centled alouncl SDG 16.

'I-ltc 
1>ot't'cr ancl inllucncc ol' parli;tr:rcntariiurs is nol solcly reser'\/c(l Ibr thosc in goycrpilg p;rrtics.

fu'gual;I1', a single N4cntbcl ol'Parliaruent in thc opposition partllriinoriLl, pzrrq, [as urorc llcxibilitl, to

Push lbr uetu carnpaigus ;urcl policics tlrrough Privatc X,lcntbcrs Bills, lobby,ing in Corunrittces, online
PetiLiorts, antl social me <lia. Revier,r.ing lcgislation ancl re presenting public interest are lie1, cornpopclts ol'a
Parliartrenlt'ial's role. Thc session illuminatecl the condiLions :urd rnechanisrns 1ec{ecl to strppor( t5e
'clll-l'epreneuria.l pariianterltarian', cxploring t_he r,r,a),s in r.rdrich parliatncnt:rri:urs can caltitalise on a nunrl>cr
ol'rcsources (o cha.llcngc 8o\/culncnt. lcgislaLion :ur<l crcatc real socieur-l changc.

-l-ltc 
scs.siou rliscussecl t't':tl's ol'1t;rssing lcgislation r,r4rile a t\4cnrbcr bclong.s to thc gppositiop 1lart1y'lrinor.iti,

I)arL)', crossl>:u['ttorlitrg, artrl lbnrring crcdiblc r:oalitions. 'I-he scssion suggcste<l tftat p:rrli:1lc1tariaps get
itrvoh'crl itl t-cvictl's oi'itrtcrn:ttional cortvcntions such im tltc tiN Hum:ur Rigirts Council so tJrc1, can hokl
lltcir got'crrltr)cnts accounkrblc, irnprovc scrutir"t1,, ancl push tlre passagc ol'legislatiol.

ii) The Fuhrre of the commonwealth: open-House e&A session

'l-hc Scssion \.{/:rs Chairccl by Sophia 'l-haliur, Storl,tcller ud poct. S1>e:ilicrs includc<l Forl.un youth
Dclcgates Sina N4ario li'oni Fiji anrl \A/illiiun Car:ri:i.)ones li-onr tJrc tlI(; I{o1. Dlirria, CriL*,firrrl, NzIp,

.|arnaica;:ttrcl Hon. A<h'ir:n Duval, N4P N,Iaulirius.'l-hc scssion ccntretl:uounrl SiDO 17.

'I'ltc Conlurotilvcalth's 5ll ttrcutlter r:oitut;-jcs havc a cornbincd population in excess <,rl'2 l>il]io,, ol'r.r,liic5
tliorc dr:rn 60 pcrcent ;uc ttttclcr- drc agc ot 30. \4i itlr t-he CouLnronr,r,c:rltl having ollicially .sprtcrl tlxrt 1,ou,g
pcoplc :u'e asscls to a cour[r'],'s clc'clol;.re,L it is ti,re to ,rove bc1,6rr,1 thc rhetoric so t-hat ],o.r)g.pcoPlc
can lirlll' rcalise tltcir lroLential. A critic:rl par[ ol't]ris is listcning to t-hcir <1ucsl..ions anrl e pg:rgipg ip ;ur r.r,crr
tlialogrrc abottt llte Cotntrtotrtvcaltlt and it's llture, including r.r,hat thc prioritics sSoulcl 5c; 1-5aL is;
lhinrcss, prosl>crit1', sccttritl', ot'sttst:r-inabilitl,; horv tlrc Cournronrvc;rlth rvill a<lapt over t11e lcxt l0 ),car.s;
:rttrl hot{' Parli;urlcntali:urs cau crtable ancl cnrpor,\'cr youllg ltcople :m <lrivers ol't5is c5:urgc. -llrc 

scssio,,
dcsigrrccl ;ulcl rlelivet'cd b}' Conuttonr,r,caldr 1,sul1g peolrle, attcnrp[erl [o unplcli 1,out5 pcrspectiycs iurd
connnnnicate t-hcir priorities Lo elcc[crl oflicia]s.

'fllc scssiotl discrtssecl hotl' 1,sq111g- Pcople c:ur bc agcnts o1'ch:urge, both <lircctl1,, tlrrouglt ,;ositious .l
I)o\'\/cr' inclirectly. :ulrl by suppol'ting social rttotrcr])cuts. Participzrnts clel>a(erl u,[ct-ltcr torl:r1,'5 t,orrt]r slroulrl
bc acl<h'esscrl as zr clcnroglaphic that r,r,ill bc rcplac'crl in sevcral )/eAr-s' linre, or as a gencration t]rat r.r,ill
rc tn:rin tl rroughor.r t t)) ar))/ itgcs ol' lil'c.

%
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iii) How Commonwealth parliamentariarrs can promote smarter and more inclusive cities?

T[c Scssiorr \{ras c[a-i1e{ b), Dr Robcrta Blaclgpal- \{/oofls N4P, Hon. Treasut'er, CPA lll( Iixccutivc

Colrrlittce. 'fhe Sllcaher rvas Dr liva Nanusohe, Fcllo1r,, hrstitutc ol' Cotnutonvt'e:rlth Studies. 'fhc

session centrccl around SDGs 8, 9, l0 and 11.

Citics have become a lbcus point ol'cliscussion alound inequality ancl inclusive glou4lr. Global tr-cucls slt<Ju'

polrulations ue conLinuing to shilt towartls ccononric, political and cultura-l centrcs, ancl govcrnrtrents ir-f-c

irtvesting hcavil), in cities to cnsure tlat r-ltei, are resilienL, sustaiuablc, secure, aucl iuuovative. But wlJat

cloes :r snrarler ancl nrore inclusivc city looh lilieP I{or.r, do tltc1, cllectivel), adclress sccurily, Iait'tlc$s,

sustainabilitl,, ancl prosperill, tor all? The session explorcd t]re issucs par{iarucnta-r-ians ue tackJing and tlrc

role p:rrliamen[u-ians can play in rcsponding Lo tire gror,r4h ol'globai cities.

-fhe spealicr higlligirLed the irnpor-tancc of'issues of urbar-riszrtion in evetl, Cotnurouu,ezrldr coulltl)/. t)rlt]ur

:rrcAs, r.r,hich lhce inconrc inequa-lit1,, ulust be ircccssiblc to ever),or-re. 'fhe $'oup discusscd the cll'cct ol'tlrc

rur:rss migr':rtion to citics such as t-hose in Indi:r, creating ltuge urlta.n ltopulations and leaviug rural citizcirs

behincl.

18. RENEWAL, REFORM, AND INNOVATION: WIIAT SHOULD THE FUTURI
PARLTAMENTARTAN LO OK LIKEP

'lire Scssion \.\/AS laciliurt-cd b),N4:utin I(;rlungu-Banda, Audror';uxi Lcadership Cortsuluurt.

In a rapi<Il1, changing ancl unccrtain political u,orld, thc I'irturc parli:unentarian u,rll nccd to I>c 1trcll:Lred,

ri:rsl)ollsi\/c, collirbor:rtive, cr:rp:rthctic :urcl cligit2rlly sensiLivc, ar)i()r)g otltcr things. 'fhc lcatlcrshil; ol'

1;allianrent;u-ians can ir-rlluencc policy ancl drivc the ovcrar.ching llurllosc to do the riglrt thing.s r,r,ith peolDlc

to ensure a lhirer, securc, sustainable and lrrospcrous societ1,. In tliis hancls-on sessiotr, delcgates shaped a

iob clcscription or prolile ol' the luture parliarncntarim, idcntifj,ing $rps in capabilitl, :ur<l suggcsting

approachcs to ;rddress t-henr.

N4r. N4artin Iiaiur-rgu-Ba-ncla identilied thc lirture parlianentar-izur as I s1z51srrlt drinlicr, a blacli bclt listcrler

ancl on r,r,ho has sr,r,iLchecl on thc tlrrce laculties ol'intclligencc n:uncl1, open mind, open ltezrrl an<l o11eu

rvill. This parlizrnrenkrrian must lurou, Lhe r,r,orld and nrust bc able to bentl tlte bearn ol'obscrr,:rtion oI1

himseII' Ibr sell-au,:ucness.

He stlessed Lhat dre luture prospcriq, r,r,ill depend on ad<lressing hungcr, hcaldr s)/s[ents, anrl tncnt;r] hc:{lt]r

zurrl spr>lie about pcople's abilitl, to tlanslate t-heir lundamcnLil l>eliel's ancl valucs into stluctr.lrcs t])at

aclclrcss tJrcse issues.
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19. W}IAT WOULD YOU DO AS HEAD OF GOVERNMENTP PITCHES AND PINAS

Rt. Ilon. Entily 'fhornberrl, - SItaclon, Iloreig'p :urrl Corllrolr,r,caldr Sccrct;u-1, liiclicfl oll't|e '1titc5es a,rl
Pie;rs' scssiotr u'idt :r licy uotc irrlclress oudining the irnportalcc ol'a s['ong o1;position in holcling drc
go\/crllnlelrt Io account.

I-Ion. Thorubcrrl' bcgam b), dclining drc rolc ol' thc opposition u,hich shc sai<l r.r,:rs to courpel thc
go\rerllltlcllt of t-he ilalr 1o listen ;utcl sonretinres ch:urge their mind. She then explame<l t.lrat t-hc

Cotntttottr,t,caltlt rcrtrains inrllortirr)t as ;r l>o<ly, as it is :r vihl tool in glol>irl lcarlcrship ancl sirl'cgrra.ruiing
Ittttnatr riglrts al<l rulc ol'lau,. Hon. -lhornbcrrl/ opelled (he rloor on ltitches as sltc ar-ticulaterl lr,ha[ she
tvoulcl sa\/ to Primc Ntlinist-er -lltercsa 

N4[a1, 61, r,r,[1, dls apltroac[ to I]rcxit \{rAS not g,orliipg ;urrl n,[at
shoulcl be clotte, ucl t-ltc trce<l [o clcatc a nonlrartis,ur go\/culmcntal clcparhuc:nt tirshcrl r,r,it]r lbrcc:rstipg
tlrc luturc ol'Br-itaiu anrl resoh,ing (he 1;roblcnrs in thc long-run. Shc oll'ercrl hcr orvp 'pilclr ;urcl plca' to
[hc UIi Govcrnnrcnt including a ch;utgc in stratcgl, in negotizrting l]rexit antl a clcrlicatcrl, pcnt):u1cnl, non-
partisan arnl ol'go\rcrnnrent to talic on long-tcrnt problcnrs.

Dclcgrtcs r.r,crc asliccl to intaginc (ltat t.hct' harl bccn git,en dre ch:urcc to st:rnrl in li<tn( ol'tlrcir Ficarls ol'
Govct'trttrcnts Lo ltroltose irle:rs, initiativcs, atrrl r.r,;r1,s ol'r,r,or[i1g. 'l']rcsc u,crc L[c ,1titc[e 

s :urcl 1llcas,. 1.[is
t't'as :r 1l:tt'tici1taLor1, oltytortuniq, fbr <lcleg:rtcs [o ltrainstontl on tltc icleas ancl initiativcs.

'l-irc conl'clcttcc scssiotts c?rttlc tc' itti c'lrl rr.itlt rlcrcgatcs rniiliiug tJrcir'pitclrcs:urcl plcas'Lg llrcir rcspccti*c
Hcarls ol'Statcs. Sorne prol>ose<l iclc::rs, initiativcs, r,r,a)is ol'r,r,orliingproltoserl to Coururonu,cidtlr Flcarls ol'
()<tvcrttnlcttts li-onr tltc Ibrunr:rltcaci ol'the urccting scherltrlcrl ibr April 20lU (Pitc5cs arrl plc',;)
incluric:

i) crcation ol'a Pool ol'expe r(s lbr t]te comurouu,ealth to drau, on;

ii) Cre atiort ol'a Perrnancnt ollicc o{'thc Conrrnonr,r,caldr in e\rcr}, coulll.r)/;

iii) Rcvierv ol'colonial-era l:uvs;

iv) CottDtr-ics r'r'illt dcsccnclants ol'Aliica t.o re-cxanrine llo\,1,drc1r 69l.1r.:rtc []rcir bl;rcli polltrlation arrcl

rcslrccL dreir historl,;

rl Iiornratjon ol'a clintatc chairge council;

vi) Unil j,ing Lhc Cornrnonrl,eal tI Parliarncntar-i:urs :

vii) Educate citizcns on thc value ancl historl, o[ tirc Conunonr,r,ca-lt]r;

viii) Heads ol'Conltuouu'calth States to be urorc :rssertir,e at tlN level ancl other r,r,or.pl lbrpprs;

ix) A plca to co.ruro,r.raalth govcru,rcuLs to uplrclid tlcrrocr:rc1, a,<r liste, to (hc oPl>.sitio,; arcl

r) z\ 1lle a to a Cotuttrouu,calLlt I{e ads o[' skrtes to cxtenrl t]rc lice rrloycr])cp I ol' pcrsops *,idr

nrininrunr visa res[-ictions tlrrougLouL thc Conrrnonr,r,calth.
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'l'hc Youth DclcgaLes prescnLed a clcclaration to parliamentzrrizurs rvhich include dre lbllorving: To ensurcl

there is; 
I

i) A copuniunent Ii-oru palli:uncntaria-us to lbcus on Cotrttnonu'calt-h eciuca[ion in school

curriculurns;

iil Push lbr-non-go\/erlltnenlirl groups to er,;rlu:rtc policl';

iii) Yout-h analy5i5 in polic)^rnaiiing;

iv) Evidence-bascrl health policl,;

r,) A1>pliccl universal huuran riglrts; and

vi) Pan-Comrnontvealt-h scherne for apprenticeships and intenrships.

20. OFFICIAL CLOSE OF COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARIANS'FORUM 2018

'I'hc Couuuonrvealth Parliamenr:rrians' Forunr concluded g,idr a closing rcccption hosLed by Citl' ol'

Lonclon Corporation with the I(c1,note Acldress by Rt Hon. the Lorcl Mal,or ol'r]re Cit1, e1't,ona,l,r,

Charlcs llorun;ur anrl closing rernarhs b], Lorcl J:uncs I)ucldrige , Cltair, Corntnour,t,ealth Parli:unctrtalrlr

Association Iil(.

Thcrea[i-cr. i.r,as t]rc . unvciling o1' "lhe Comnronr,r,e:rlth Bocl1,' mur-:i] :urcl ollicizrl closurc ol

Coniuronu,ea.lth Parlianrentarians'Foruru 2018. I

,l )c

2T" RECOMN{ENDATIONS OF THE KENYA PARLIAMEN-I DELEGATION

Recognizing drat achievemcnt ol'rcsulb across the lbur thenratic arc:rs ol'SustainabiliLy, Fairncss, .S..,,,{t1'

and Sccuritl, requires political gooclr,r.ill, and policy ard legislative {i'anrcr,r,orks, tltc I(enya dclcgatitrn
identilied kc1, policy options ald rne:rsures to supporL and inrplerncn[ objcctives u.ithin drc Ibur t]rertr:rltic

;rrc:rs arlrl dre cross-cutting thcnres ol'y6p[1, genclcr ald inclusiotr. Thesc:rre:-

(i) Putting in place lcgal, regulatory x1161 policy, 1'r'arneu,orlis in place. 'l'hcrc is neccl to sponspr,

zrrh,oc:rte lbr artrl support clc;rr policlr plals lbr delivcring on the Ibur aleas ol'stlategic prioriLl,.
(ii) Financial/Fiscal Policies. Thesc c:rn be achicved drrough irrlvocating lbr invcslrnents in the [bur'

t-hcnratic areas.
(iii) Engaging in ovcrsiglrt ancl scrutiny ol'tlie National Action Plans ancl Budgets tltat havc an cll'cct qrr

thc iurplenrentation ol'initiatives in Lhe lbur prioritl/ ;reas.
(ir,) Chanpioning':urd pushing Ibr cll'ectivc irnplernenLation ol'dte SDGs both al National zurd Coitntl'

lcvcls.
(r) Initrating rlcbate an<l crc;rting a\,\,:u-cness on he1, issucs in t]te Ibur t-her:ralic ar-eas.

(r,i) Tabling questions a-ncl nrotions on hor,r,tlre counlrl, carl cleate resl)or)se tnecltanistns.

@
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DECI-ARATION OF THE 1ST COMMON$TEALTH
PARLIAMENTARIANS' FORUM,
CPA UK, Westrninster, Londo n,26 Februarl, - 1 Ivlarch 201,8

The UI( Branch of dre Cornrronwealdr Parhamentallr Association (CPA UI9 hosted dre Fust er.er
Cotnmonr.vealth Padiamentarians'Fomm in London, fuom26 Febrrrary to 1 March 201B. 90 delegates from
30 Cornmonrvealdr countlies lnet 50 da1,s 

^6"^6 
of the Cornmon'uvealth Heads of GovernlTrent l\,{eeturg

(CHOGIVI), aiso taking place in London, frorn 16 April. The following Declaradon reflects their discussions
and decisiolts o\rer Four stimulaung days.

, The Conunonrvealth and its nadons are like a body. Parliaments and parliamentarians are essentjal to the
future health and success of that body.

tr) The Commonrvealtir Charter is the essential skeleton for the Comrnonrvealth bodv. It has as its frrst
cote value and principle Detnocracy; its second Hurnan fughts. The Charter asserts that padianrents are
essential elements rn the exercise of democratic govenance. Delegates committed to piaying the roles
assigned to dretn by the Charter, including upholding and prornoting dernocradc culturcs and practices,
and being accountable to the public in this regard. They represent the people, and must reflect the
people's priodues.

rii) The values and principles of the Charter are the heart of the Comrnonrvealth bod1,. p2lSamentarians
rnust help ensure drat Commonrvealth Governrnents live up to those values and princioles, ipcludi'g the
Rule cif Larv, l.,,ac.ired bi, nn ildependent, irrrpatial, honest and ccmpetent jrrd:cr.ar1,; and Freedom of
Expre':sicl, including through a flee and responsible ued-ia. The Latunel Priirciples ierrnil a1 excellenr
basis for ensuring accountabjlil, and uanspar:enc),.

iv) Parliarneniatians can be tire hands of the Cornrnonwealth bodi,, to rnake things.happen. Delegates
committed tc' return to theu' countlies ready to do all they could to posiuvely rt rp. 

-tlr.ir- 
cor.rtq;.

approach to cHoGM 2018 and its four, rnter-dependent dremes. The;, corrmitted to conrinuing that
carnpaigning work beyond CHOGI\,I 2018,n partrcular for the period of the UI('s period as Cliau.-i.-
office unt:l2020. They rvill press for the proper resourcing of this rvork.

v) Parliamentarians can act as the intelligent head of the Cornrnonwealth body. Delegates committed to
seeking and sharing dre lutorvledge and information vzhich their people ireed. They supported the
holding of a second Forum, early 6lesgh to influence cHoGM 2020.

vi) Delegates comn:-itted to plal,ing theu particular role to support and scr-utinise progress by the
Cotnmonu,ealdr and its menrbers towards the Sustainable Development Goals.

vri) Delegates dterlr insprration frorn the presence of y,6p6, delegates frorn a rraricqr of Conrmonrvealth
countries. They cc,rrunitted to promotrng greater engagement with'and b1, i,6sng peoPle in pursuit of the
Cotnmonrvealth's values and principles. Thrs should be one exarnple of tlee C.olrrlnon*,ealth,s str.ength
duough diversiq' and inclusi.r,iqr, as rvell as tluough its unity in action.

Rcport ol' t} t c lrus I Cont nt ot t r r. c a I tl t Pa il ia nrc t t ta t ia t t s, Forunt, Lonrlot4 [/I{ l,bbtuat1,2(t'- A,Iatclt 1, !r),lti I)A(;ti 2.5
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YOUTH DELEGATE DECIARATION OF THE 1ST

COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARIANS' FORUM'
CPA UK, \)Testminster, Londo n,26 February - 1 Match 2018

T6e UI( Branch of tlre Comrnonwealth Pat[amentaly Association (CPA UI! hosted the [u'st tt'ei

Comrrronrvealth Par[amenta'ians' Folum in London, fLom 26 Februa'y io 1 March 201'S' 9d

delegates from 30 commonu,ealth countries met 50 days ahead of th_e comrnonrvealth Heads o{

Governrnent Meeting (cHoGAO, also taking place in London, ftom 16 Apfil' Thete wete 11 youtt

delegates from 5 
-,d.iif.r..rt 

Conmo.,.r.n'i,h countries in attendance. The youth delegates

unanimousry agreed on tr-re importance of uphording The comrnonrveartr-r chartet. The ara".ilt
Declaration reflects the decisions that 6.y .rorrld like patlia,entatians frotn across 'lf
cornmonrveartrr and the pan-coffunonwearth working group to-put at the fotefront of their age.dtr

betrveen norv and CHOGM, and beYond:

,l
D A commitm.rit fror., pafliamentarians to push for a focus on Corrtrtonrvealth education

school curriculums. 
]

n) A corrrmitrrent from parliarnentarians to push fol a Corntnonrvealth lloll-gover"'"t"h

policy implernentarion body to pfovide checks and balances on tl-re poliry 
ry:p"-:lt^,1:

govetnments and go\refnment t ri.,-irt.tt. This should also ensure that the ComtnonrvealJr

lhr,r", is consistent throughout policy and legislation' i

in) In Fiji fot instance, there is now afl ernphasis on gendet analysis in pohcy formr-rlauo";-Y'
' 

would therefote Iike to pfopose actoss the cornmonrvealth, a cotnmttrnent trofn

f-ii^-.",arilns to encoufage youth perspecti,e'in pohci, maping.
l

iv) A commitrnent fiom padiamentarians to push fot evidence based health policy' 
I

v) A comrrritment to ensuring that the Universal Declaration of Hutnan Rishts is 'universafiy

applied' with specific tegatd to tnarginalised groups' 
I

,ri) A campaign from parliamentadans for a pan-commonwealth placement 
"l-':.T-t, l: P'

inuoduceJ focussi.r[ o., apprenticeships and internships for The Cortmonrvealths' you[tg

people from lorv socio-economic backgtounds'

l

P
llcl tott of lJ tc lirs t C)ontnot trveal ll t Pa iliantcn la iat ts' Fontn, Lottdott, [/Ii, ]?cltuat)'.26:- tl'Iatclt I' 2018 ti 2(;
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PROPOSED LETTER FOR CHOGM 2OI8:
LONDON, 26 FEBRUARY _ 1 MARCH 2018

CPA UK, WESTMINST'ER,

Dear Cornmonwealth Chair in-Office,

\X/e the below encourage our Heads of Government to formally support the creation of a
Commonrvealth C[mate Change Council. The council's responsibi]iues rvill encompass, but
ale not lirruted to, the collection, monitoring, and tracking of natural disasters and natural
catastrophic events connected to, or caused b1r, globai warming. The crealron of such a
council 

"vill 
raise tire standard of awareness and assist wrth the preparedness for, and

avoidance of, narural disasters affecting Comrnonuzealtir mernber states.

\xie the member states alf ate affected in one way or another b), the likes of hurricanes,
tropical storlTls, eardrquakes, rising sea levels, flooding, temperatute shrfts, tsunamis, ocean
acidrficauons, monsoolls, and droughts, and advocate for a collective approach to molit.,r
the effects of these eveltts.

Frotr a financial, moral, and econotnic standpoint, it is in our best interests to form such a
councii as lnany member states ma)r not be able to afford the required resources, .technology
and labour necessafl/ for such a cotnmitrnent. Sfith the evet growlng coflce:.ns around the
,egatirre effecr: of climate change, rve the below sig,atorie, ,J. tL. ;"',n:;;t;;;;;;r""
of such a council forthwith.

We advocaie the creation of. a cornmittee and action plan frornthe CHOGN,I to zrddress thcr
e ffects of global u,arrning and nanrral disasters for Ct-rnorrwealth mernbers to establis6 a
remit for the Commonweaith Climate Change Council.

TlIs promrssoly note v'ill be carbon copied to the following names with the hope of the
topic being placed onto the agenda as a prioriq, matter for d.iscussion and .o-r*t-ent at
CHOGA4:

Hon. Enrilia Lrfaka MP, Chairperson of the CpA Executive Cornmittee
Baroness Patricia Scodand, Secretarl, General of the Comrnonwealt_h Secr-etanat
I\'{r A]<bar I(han, Secretarn-General of the Cornrnonrvealth Parliamentarv Associatio,
'flreresa N'{ay, in l;tett capacity as incoming Chail in Office of the.Commonwealth
Jereml, Corbyn, Lcader of the UI( Opposition

-
fr-J


