b / REPUBLIC OF KENYA Q//D ’b\

MINIST'RY OF EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY '

REQUEST FOR A STATEMENT REGARDING THE EXPULSION/SUSPENSION
OF KENYATTA UNIVERSITY STUDENTS AS A RESULT OF STUDENTS
RIOTS ON 15TH MARCH 2013

Madam, Chair,

Following the notification of the meeting with this committee by the Leader of
the Majority vide his letter referenced ML/NA/VOL.1/2013/3 dated 24th
September, 2013, a brief report on progress on the expulsion/suspension of
Kenyatta University students as a result of students riots on 15th March, 2013.
Therefore I wish to present the report pointing out the specific issues raised as

follows:

1.0 IEBC REQUEST TO USE KENYATTA UNIVERSITY FACILITIES
The Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission (IEBC) vide a letter
dated 2nd January 2013 and our responses dated 17t January and 18th
February, 2013 respectively requested the use of Kenyatta University facilities
for the following purposes:

i. Training of the Electoral Officers and other personnel involved in the

Election exercise.

il. Simulation of the Electoral Process.

iii. A Tallying Centre for Roysambu Constituency.

N/B Request letter attached as Doc. A




Subsequently, Kenyatta University Management approved the request and five

(5) rooms were allocated to them at the Business Students Services Centre

(BSSC).

The Electoral body moved into the Campus on 22nd February, 2013 and chose

BSSC Rm14 for storage of their Electoral Materials and Equipments, the

Amphitheatre for Tallying of votes and the other rooms as offices.

Consequently, a notice written “Out of Bounds” was fixed on the door of Room

14 which served as a store for the Election Materials.

TO OBSERVE:

1.

1.

iit.

2.0

ii.

Both the Training and Simulation undertaken prior to the elections and
the tallying of all votes, including Presidential votes were done smoothly.

After the conclusion of the Tallying Exercise, IEBC handed back to the
University all the rooms except Room 14 which had served as a store for

Electoral materials and equipment.

They explained to the University that they had to organize for transport
from the IEBC headquarters to pick the materials and the process could

take some time. The University obliged.

BACKGROUND TO THE EVENTS OF FRIDAY 15TH MARCH 2013

On 15t of March, 2013 about 10 days after the conclusion of the
entire election exercise, the Roysambu Returning officer Ms.
Maureen Kareri Oraro and her staff arrived in Kenyatta University at
10.00 a.m to pick the Electoral Materials they had left behind in Room
14. She explained the delay was due to unavailability of transport

from the headquarters.

When IEBC officials were cited at the centre, rumours started

circulating among the students fraternity from as early as 12.30 pm
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1il.

iv.

that Presidential Results were being tempered with at BSSC Room
14.

These rumours were intensified through the use of social media

platforms.

The rumours intensified after 5.00p.m. and later students went on
rampage, broke the door of Room 14, stole IEBC equipment/materials
and burnt IEBC vehicle. They destroyed university property, looted
and stole goods at the Business Centre and the Nyayo Kitchen. The
destruction went on until the early morning of 16th March 2013.The

cost of the damage to the University was Ksh.1,957,462/=

3.0 UNIVERSITY INVESTIGATIONS

It is therefore against this background that the Vice-Chancellor formed a

Committee on 18th March 2013 to.

YV VYV VY

%

Investigate what led to the occurrence.

Determine the extent and cost of the damage to the University property.
Identify those involved in the disturbances and spreading rumours.

And finally recommend way forward in relation to the incidence and

those involved.

In order to unravel the circumstances of this incidence, the Committee used

the following methodology,

METHODOLOGY

1.

Video Clips were sought from the media. From the video clips,
committee was able to identify the students actively involved.

Interrogation of the Social media platforms ie twitter and face book
accounts of students. Through this the Committee was able to identify

those spreading rumours and inciting others.



e Information from Kenyatta University Security networks.
e Finally we interviewed IEBC staff, Kenyatta University staff and students
who had witnessed the events as they unfolded.

¢ Interview students who witnessed the destruction of university property.

ii. The Committee thoroughly interrogated all the above sources and

narrowed the culprits to thirty five (35) students.

iii. The thirty five (35) students mentioned in the course of the above
interrogations were invited to appear before the Committee for further
investigations on 25t 26th, 29th and 30t April 2013. And continued on
6th, 16th May and 26t June 2013.

iv. Following the above investigations, nineteen (19) students out of initial
thirty five (35) whom the Committee felt had a case to answer were
recommended to appear before the “Students Disciplinary Committee”

to answer charges leveled against them.

v. The students Disciplinary Committee met on 7th and 8th August, 2013.

4.0 DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS
Students Disciplinary matters in the University are handled by a committee
referred to as
“Students Disciplinary Committee (SDC) which is a Senate Committee.
The Committee is chaired by the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic) Senate
is one of the “Governing Organs” of the University as provided for in statutes
XXVIII.

The Students Disciplinary Committee has the following mandate:

i) To consider all matters of disciplinary nature affecting students,
and to report to the Senate the action taken, provided that the
disciplined students may appeal to the Vice-Chancellor.

4



i1) To recommend to the Senate serious disciplinary cases that may
require suspension or expulsion.

iii) To formulate and review, from time to time, the code of conduct of
University students.

4.1 COMPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS

The composition of the Disciplinary panels varies for individual students

depending on their degree courses.

4.2 DETAILS OF DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS

N/B: All details of the Disciplinary proceedings forwarded as an attachment.
(Doc B)

5.0 STUDENTS RIGHT TO APPEAL
As provided for by the University statutes, the affected students have a right to
appeal to the Vice Chancellor against the decision of the Disciplinary

committee

6.0 OUTCOME OF POLICE INVESTIGATIONS
Other than the explanation given by the police spokesperson on the same on
television on 15t March, 2013 the University is not privy to any other

information.

DR. BELIO R. KIPSANG
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY
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