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FOREWORD

This report is a summary of the proceedings and resolutions of the
120th Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union held in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia between 5th and 10th April, 2009.

Mr. Speaker Sir,

In accordance with the Statutes and Rules of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union, you, on behalf of the Executive Committee of the Kenya
National Assembly Group nominated three members to represent our
parliament during the 120th IPU Assembly held in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia, between 5th and 10th April, 2009.

This delegation comprised of the following members:-

1. The Hon. Farah Maalim, MP, Deputy Speaker of the National
Assembly and Leader of the Delegation

2. The Hon.Dr. Joyce Laboso, MP.

3. The Hon. Dr. Abdi Nassir Nuh, MP.

4. Mr. James Mwangi, Deputy Director, Legislative and Procedure

.$As. Anita Thuranira, Principal Clerk Assistant/Secretary to the
delegation

Mr. Speaker Sir, on behalf of the members of the delegation, I wish
to thank you most sincerely for availing to us the opportunity to
represent the National Assembly at this international forum. During
the course of the conference, we were able to interact and exchange
views and experiences with parliamentarians from all over the world,
most of who were from nations facing political, social and economic
challenges similar to ours.

Mr. Speaker Sir, my delegation wishes to express its gratitude to you
and the Clerk of the Natlonal Assembly for the financial, logistical and
technical support provlded to enable us participate fully in this
conference. The delegation is also grateful to the Embassy of Kenya
in Addis Ababa for facilltation.

It is now, therefore my pleasant duty, on behalf of the delegation to
submit the report of the Assembly together with the attached



resolutions in accordance with Article 8 of the IPU Statutes which
states:

"It is the duty of a National Group to submit the
resolutions of the Union to its respective Parliament in
the most appropriate form, to communicate them to the
Government; to stimulate their implementation and to
inform the Secretariat of the Union as often and fully as
possible, particularly in its annual reports as to the
steps taken and the results obtained."

Thank you.
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Hon. Farah Maalim, Uff,Deputy Speaker
Leader of the Deleqation
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INTRODUCTION

The Inter-Parliamentary Union is an international Organization
comprising of 154 members most of who are parliaments of
sovereign states. It was established In 1889 and in some ways; it can
be described as the United Nations of Parliaments whose main
mission is to strive for peace and co-operation among peoples and
for the firm establishment of representative institutions. It is the sole
international organization that represents the legislative branch of
government on a global scale and is it funded by its members
through annual subscriptions.

The conference was attended by 1,193 delegates, 28 of who were
Presiding Offlcers, 35 Deputy Presiding Officers and 165 women.
Other partlcipants included, Associate Members, Observers and
representatives of various organs of the United Nations, among
others.

Obiectives of the Inter-Parli amentary Union

The Union works to promote the globalization of Democracy and
assist parliamentarians to exercise thelr shared responsibility as
global custodians of democracy and human rights. This forum
enables parliamentarians to get better grasp of International issues,
establish personal contacts and strengthen mutual trust through
dialogue and exchange of ideas.

The IPU suppofts the efforts of the United Nations whose objectives
it shares and works in close co-operation with it. It also cooperates
with regional, inter-governmental as well as with non governmental
organizations.

To achieve the above objectives, the Union organizes two major
conferences annually and several workshops and seminars in various
member countries and also at its Headquarters in Geneva.



Inauoural Addresses

The 120th Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and its related
meetings whlch was the first this year was held Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia, between 5th and 10th April 2009.

The Assembly was inaugurated at a ceremony held at the Millennium
Hall and was officially opened by H.E. the Prime Minister of the
Federal Republic of Ethiopia, Mr. Meles Zenawi. Inaugural addresses
were delivered by Mr. Teshome Toga, Speaker of the Ethiopian
House of Peoples' Representatives, Mr. Defege Bula, President of the
Ethiopian House of Federation, Mr. Abdouli Janneh, Executive
Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and
Dr. Theo-Ben Gurirab, President of IPU, among others.

In his address, H.E. Meles Zenawi, Prime Minister of Ethiopia said
that the world was facing a serious financial crisis with the potential
to create complex economic and security problems. It was opportune
that the IPU had recognized the magnitude of the problem and
engaged parliaments which have a crucial role in seeking for
workable solutions.

He observed that in recent times, African economies had started to
grow and several long running conflicts had been resolved. For the
first time in its history, Ethiopia had experienced five consecutive
years of economic growth, peace had taken root and democracy and
the rule of law had been consolldated. He however noted that
despite the many strides the African continent had made in the last
decade, some nations still remain trapped in a vicious circle of
poverty whose chains they are unable to break.

l)

Mr. Zenawi said that it was unfortunate that the global economic
crisis had begun to affect the prospects of peace and the
development of democracy in many countries. Cracks were beginning
to show as millions of people lose their jobs and the level of
unemployment rises. The fact that a financial crisis in one part of the
globe could affect all countries so quickly was the final proof that the
world had become a global village and no nation can afford to live in



isolation any more. He said that the fact that an economic crisis could
so quickly become a political, social and security crisis confirms that
well-being and development were prerequisites for peace and
democracy to thrive.

In his address, Mr. Abdoulie Janneh, the Executive Secretary of the
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa said that nowhere
was governance more important than in Africa and the decision to
hold the Assembly in Ethiopia acknowledged the strides made across
the continent to improve it. He emphasized the role parliaments had
to play in restoring economic confidence and helping countries to
recover from the global crisis.

The Secretary General further said that parliamentarians had a critical
role to play as they have the capacity to bring issues to the table.

1

Mr. Zenawi further noted the current encouraging policy by the G20
to be more accommodating to Africa which is now pat of their
debate and urged all states to cushion the most vulnerable members
of their society during this time of crisis.

He further said that UNECA has continued to support democracy in
Africa through its reports on governance. He said that although over
the years the reports had indicated the prevalence of dominance by
the executive which needs to be addressed, Parliaments were now
more assertive and taking an active oversight role over the
government.

In his message delivered by Mr. Janneh, the UN Secretary General
Mr. Bank Ki Moon expressed concern that the economic crisis the
world was facing could easily reverse the hard won development
gains already made. He said that the world could be at the brink of
widespread social unrest and that is why he had requested the G20
during the London Summit to come up with a stimulus plan and
reforms of global rules and institutions, The stimulus packages should
include major investments in clean energy and energy efficiency as
well as job creation to put the world on a path towards sustainable
growth.



They have the power to enact legislation and put the power of
budgetary allocations behind their priorities. He said that the UN
recognizes the important role the parliamentary voice plays in world
affairs and appreciates the partnership between the UN and the IPU.
In acknowledging and recognizing this role, the UN had recently
passed a resolution to include parliamentarians as members of
national delegations to major UN meetings and events.

In his addrbss, Dr. Theo-Ben Gurirab, President of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union said that the catalyst for the economic upheaval
the world was facing was in the uses and abuses of the banking
system. The crisis was triggered by the failure of a system which
many foresaw and none managed to correct and so everybody,
including members of parliament had some share of responsibility.
This is because parliaments are expected to be the watchdogs,
whistle blowers and auditors of the day to day workings of
governments and societies.

The immediate consequence of this economic problem is the
skyrocketing food prices, unstable fuel costs and job losses leading to
increased global povety levels and putting at stake the attainment of
Millennium Development Goals.

He urged parliamentarians to take the challenge and come up with
new thinking and innovative ideas on how to make more and better
jobs, spread the world's riches more equitably and work for the good
and not for the detriment of planet earth. He encouraged both men
and women to work together to find a solution to this global problem.

On the Conference topic on nuclear prollferaUon and disarmament,
Mr. Gurirab commended the United Nations Secretary General for his
initiative for a nuclear free world and noted that Africa had been
declared a nuclear- free -zone. As regards the development of
renewable and environmentally friendly energies, he called on
parliamentarians to create awareness, raise the issues in parliament
and demand action by the relevant Ministers. He also urged
parliamentarians to join their national delegations to the Copenhagen
Conference of Parties in climate change scheduled for December,
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2009 where the IPU will be holding its own parliamentary event. He

further underscored the need for nations to respect, nurture and
safeguard fundamental freedoms such as freedom of expression,
freedom of the press and freedom of religion.

The president also expressed his concern over the recent milltary
coups against the constltutional order and said that whatever the
reasons given, the unconstitutional dissolution of parllament was
totally unacceptable and IPU would continue to condemn such action
in the strongest terms possible.

Panel discussions and oarallel events
During the conference, our delegatlon attended three panel

discussions on Adolescent Girls, Managing Diversity and Countdown
to 2015.

(a) Adolescent Giils

UNICEF engaged parliamentarians on the many challenges faced by
adolescent girls. Participants focused on several ways they could
improve the lives of girls by investing In their education and
promoting an end to violence against girls in all social settings. Other
proposals include forging partnerships between the private sector
and government to ensure that glrls were provided with opportunities
to make a successful transition from school to work environments.

Participants highlighted the key role of parliamentarians in drafting
and enacting legislation to protect adolescent girls, allocating
adequate resources from national budgets and using parliamentary
inquiry to hold their governments to account generally on children's
rights and specifically on issues affecting adolescent glrls.

He further acknowledged the major strides women had made
particularly in political representation across the globe with Rwanda

leading with 560lo women members in their Lower House. He said

that in Africa, Angola, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa and
Tanzania also have more than 30o/o women members, which is a big

achievement for Africa.
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In his address, the Director of Programmes, UNICEF, Dr. Nicholas
Alipul said that although progress had been made in reducing
disparities between boys and girls world wide, it was sad to note that
in many parts of the world, girls remain the largest percentage of
children out of school. They are the largest percentage of victims of
physical, sexual, emotional abuse and economic exploitation.
They are also more likely to be trafficked, and particularly brutalized
in situations of armed conflict.

He said that all the problems faced by adolescent girls were tied to
social cultural norms, beliefs and practices which parliamentarians
have to join hands in breaking in order to free the girl child.

(b) Managing Diversity
The main focus of this discussion was on various aspects of
managing diversity with particular emphasls on political participation
of minorities and Indigenous peoples,

Parliamentarians addressed the benefits of diversity in the globalized
economy/ the international agreements that support the rights of
minorities and the various mechanisms for ensuring political
participation of all sectors in the society. The discussion highlighted
the challenges that need to be overcome such as negative
stereotypes and sectoral complexes. There were however positive
examples of methods parliaments have used to reflect positive
compositions of their societies and whose success has been very
encouraging.

(c) Coun wn to 2075
This discussion was a follow up of the first IPU Countdown to 2015
held during the 118th Assembly in Cape Town, South Africa.
Participants tracked coverage levels of health Interventions proven to
reduce maternal newborn and child mortality, identified knowledge
gaps and proposed new actions to assist nations achieve MDGs
number 4 and 5.

Parliamentarians were urged to forge partnerships with the private
sector/ governments and non governmental organizations and aid
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agencies to ensure that all programmes leading to the realization of
millennium development goals are speedily lmplemented.

Ms. J. Papata, Chairperson of the Parliamentary Caucus on children
and a member of the Committee on Health Community and Social
Development of Zambia shared her parliament's recent experience in
establishing a specific Committee on promotion of the rights of the
Child. She urged other parliaments to follow suit in order to give this
subject the close attention it deserves.

Conference Topics

There were five major items for discussion namely-;

o The general debate on the political, economic and social
situation in the world with the overall theme of
P,ARLIAMENTS: BUILDING PEACE DEMOCRACY AND DEVELOPMENT
IN TIMES OF CRISIS

0 Advancing Nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament and
securing the entry into force of the Comprehensive
Nuclear -Test -Ban Treaty: The role of Parliaments

0 Climate Change, sustainable Development models and
renewable energies

(> Freedom of expression and the right to information

:: Emergency ftum; The role of Parliaments in mitigating the
social and political impact of the international economic
and financial crisis on the most vulnerable sectors of the
global community, especially in Africa.

lt



BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE PROCEEDINGS

(a) Buildinq peace, democracy and development in

Parliamentarians noted with concern the rising levels of insecurity all
over the woild and the threat it is posing to stability and peace
necessary for political, social and economic development particularly
in third world countries. Some of the conditions that set the stage
and generate insecurity and instability include political upheavals and
extremism that create vicious circles of civil strife, conflicts, wars,
ethnic hatred, refugees and internally displaced persons. Corruption,
HIV/A|ds, inequality, environmental degradation as well as the
current global economic meltdown also pose grave danger to peace,
democracy and development.

Delegates heard that the current state of the world economy was
symptomatic of a governance system gone wrong and a wakeup call
for parliamentarians to pause and reflect on thelr role as the eyes
and ears of the people. Parliaments and governments were reminded
of their undertakings through the United Nations Charter to save
people from the scourge of war and to encourage human rights,
justice and higher standards of living. Parliamentarians were urged to
take their role as custodians of human rights and national resources
seriously as it was not enough to approve national stimulus packages
while falling to hold the executive to account for promises made and
rarely fulfilled.

In his address, Hon. Farah Maalim, MP., the Deputy Speaker of the
Kenya National Assembly emphasized the need for countries to
maintain peace and security which were prerequlsites for national
growth and development and without which democracy would not
survive. He said that it was saddening to note that most states in
Africa paid lip service to the tenets of democracy. The political elite
hell-bent to maintain the status quo in their rule and control, very
often compromise the principles of democracy. He urged the
countries in the horn of Africa to rise up to the occasion and lead by

times of crisis



example in matters of democracy, human rights, equality and equity
to warrant the pivotal position they hold in the continent.

(b) Standing Committee I (Peace and International
Security)

Hon. Abdi Nassir Nuh -Rapporteur and Member of the
Drafting Committee

Advancin N uclear non- Proliferation and disarmament and
secu rinq the entrv into force of the Comp rehensive Nuclear-
Test -Ban Treaw r The role of Parliaments

Parliamentarians lauded the efforts made by IpU to constantly remind
the world of the dangers of possession and use of nuclear weapons
both on mankind and other living beings and also the environment.
Several countries are signatories to nuclear ban treaties whose
obligations they undertook to implement for universal good.

Parliamentarians were however concerned that there were over
twenty six thousand nuclear war heads in the world today whose use
could trigger unprecedented devastation and human suffering. The
tendency by some states with nuclear weapons to justify their
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He further expressed concern that the world had watched Somalia for
over 18 years descend ever further into despondency. In the process,
over one million people have lost their lives through clvil war,
droughts, diseases, and drowning in the gulf of Eden and the
Mediterranean Sea as they attempt free from strife. He urged the
world to collectively help the legitimate government of Somalia, re-
introduce the rule of law and reduce the forces of radicalism while
maintaining .the Indian Ocean and the Gulf of Eden safe for
international navigation.

He further appreciated the efforts and sacrifices made by Kenya,
Burundi and Uganda and their determination to assist in bringing
lasting peace to Somalia.



APPENDIX I

ADVANCI NC N UCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION AND D ISAR'IIAM ENT'

AND SECURING THE ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE COMPREHENSIVE
"''- 

NutLren-TEST-BAN TREATY: THE RoLE oF PARLIAMENTS

Resolution adopted by consensus* by the 1zo'h IPU Assembly

(Addis Ababa' 10 APril 20o9)

The 12oh tusembly of tie lnter-Parliamentary Union'

0)Determinedtoadvancenucleard]sarmamentandnon.proliferationwrthaviewtostrengthening
international peace and ,".rrioy ,n"".."oij""." *,* the principles.i the Chaner of the United Nadons' and

underscoring that substantjal ;;;::",ft: n"]a J 
"rl[ir 

.1,-r"r."r"nt requires actjve suPPort and

dedicated contributions by all States,

(2) Deeply concerned that the existence in the world of some 26'000 nuclear weapons'

can have devasEtint t,t"n, lJ'oitental and economic consequences' constjtutes a

international Peace and securitY,

(3)Reaffirmingtheobligationsofnuclear-weaponStatesunderArticleVloftheTreatyontheNon-
Proliferatjon of Nuclear *""p""'"f-"er' t*"'d' n"1""' di'a'tat"nt and their unequivocal underaking

under the 1995 and 2OOO NPT Review Conierences in *ris regarC'

(4) Reca/ling past IPU resoludons designed to advance L\e progress o{ non-prolifedion and

disarmament and .o encourage ;;;;;" of 
-the 

Comprehensive Nucleir-Test-Ban Treaq/ (GTBT)' in

partrcular the one adopted uy trl" ioi;i"t"t-e"'li"t"nory tonfertnce iBrussels' April '1999)'

(5)ReaffirmingdreCrucialimporanceofheNPTasthecornerstoneofthenuclearnon.pro|ifention
and disarmament rugi.", *r,i.i,'ilI'Ji i"gJi,,t"r.;, in-*,"i" n"tar at the same time as it Suarantees the

,ight to aeuetop nucLa, enetgy for peaceful purposes'

(6)fucailinginternatjonalconventjonsandresolutionsadoptedbytheUNSecurityCouncilandthe
ipu on ,i." ,igiiio 

"2."* 
nuclear technology for peaceful PurPoses'

(7) Concernedthat non-comPliance with all q'o"i':":,:f the NPT by some Sates has undermined

*'" ,t r"" pif f 

"" "i 
tf'," Nef and erodei dre benetis derived by all Sates'

(8)ConsideringtheimPortanceofallstatesensurin8stlictcompliancewiththeirnuclearnon.
proliferation and disarmament obligations'

Recognizingtie progress made under the NPT and the resulting safeguards aBreemenB' and

the nuclear-weapon States to tully implement the commitmens the"y und-ertook during the NPT

whose use

threat to

(e)

urging
Review

t
I

i
tI
I
t\'I
tt
i
:l
3
1

I
,.t

Conferences in 1995 and 2000,

yet to enter into force,

(10)Concernedthat,insPiteoftirelessefforEmadebytheinternationalcommunityforfortyyearsto
ban nuclear explosions in 

"ff "n'ironn1"ns' "'d 
thin"tn yean after it *"' op"n"d for sitnature' the CTBT has

The following delegations expressed reservatjons on Parts of the resolutjon:

- it in. - orl"r"tiui paragraphs 10' '1'l and 1 5;

- India- preambular ParagraPhs 4' 5' 7' l0and l2 and operative paragraphs 3' 4'6'7'8afld13;

-tran{lslamicRepublico0-Preamoula'para8raPhlsandoperative.paragraphs6'10'l1and26;
: ;:i#; - ;;ilii", p"ogopr'' ; ;j; i""j "P";'" pa'"g'aphs 1 3' 1 4' r 6' 17' 1 8 and 23
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nd Decisions of the 120s tusemblY

lnter-Parliamentary U nion - Age nd a. Resoludons a

f nuclear-weaPon-test exP losions or anY other nuclear

preliminary steP towards n uclear disarmament' but stre
effedive disarmament and non-P

ssing that
roliferation meas

the only way to re
ure and is a meaningful

(11) Convinced hat the verified cessation o

exP losions constitutes an

weapons ls the total elimin ation of such inhumane wea pons,

(18) Underscoring the imPorBnce

a universal and effectrvely verifiable CTBT constitutes a fundamental insuument in

move the th reat of nuclear

(12) stressing that

the field of nuclear disarm ament and non-Proliferation'

(13) Underscoring lhe crucial role of the lnternational Atomic Energy Atenq (IAEA) in romotinEp

nuclear cooPeration, the ransfer of nuclear tech nologY for Pe

State to adoP

aceful PurPoses
t the non-Prolife

to develoPing cou ntries, and

ra0on safeguards standard of

nuclear non- ProliferaUon, an d the need for every

a comPrehens ive safeguards agreement combined with an additional Protocol,

the UN multilateral

(14) DisapPo inted that after over a decade' ihe Confe
e of work and resume iE
rence on Disarmament'

important mandate,

disarmament negotia tion bodY, has yet to a8ree on a

disarmament neSotla

proSramm

owing to the diver8ent views on
$on Priorities,

(i s)

Arms Red

and urging

uction TreatY, welcoming

deePer, faster and irreve

Considering the imPo dant role PlaYed bY bila

rsibl

the
e cuts to all types o{ n
cuts made bY some

teral disarmament ueatles'

nuclear-weaPo n States to their nuclear arsenals
such as the Strate8lc

uclear weaPons by all nuclear-armed SEtes,

(1 6) Convinced that the best way to guanntee world Pea ce and sBbility is to take effective measures

for interna$onal security, including disarmamen t and the non-Pro liferation o{ nuclear weaPons'

\17)
weapons in na ona

Recogn izing the benefis of

lsecurity doctrines

confidence-building
and the removal of

measu res, such as the de-emPhasizing of nuclear

nuclear weaPons sYstems from high alert status,

and mindful of the mutual confidence engendered bY freelY agreed regional nuclear-weaPon- free zones, such

as *rose in the South Pacific, Africa, South-E ast Asia and Latin Amertca'

of esablishing a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle Easl

;I---',;..:k"::::J"H:";i;J[:1ilfl:i,'Jil*::':::ffi:J':'""In;::m::"J1"!'{'*"

;. j-;;;--'"'*"H11i"J""fi lH,l,H,,y;",7u:;;[:H""SI*?:ff ff J'

in ,esoect of nuclear weaPons'

military budges and Procurement 
programmes allocated for nuclea

2, Mindrut otq:.':iJij,:il*"J i,:liti{[ilff;ji[::;;;.;ilffi:{ii+ii.I;:h*t
principle of u ndiminished, secu:'J 

#;;- * j"t"rr"nt ..[..lty
Itrateeic anti-ballistic missile asse

**"t'.,'"X::T::l'..r,."r 
states to make deeptir, raster and irreversible curs to all tvpes or

nuclear weaPons;

2. urgesarrstates to redoub[ffiff[i:,5i:::tlJi##:Ii'Proriferation 
of nucrear and

other weaPons ot r

3. underscoresthe vitar rore oi the cr.oT " l*.:jr:,ir#ilil:Ji,"J.H[:'i'"1[:',n;I
' :;ffi;;;; and disarmament' and expreses orsa6

:;:"il;;;';;;';"il;i;;;i t'"' Y"i'o enter into rorce;

4 Stresses the viol importsnce and urgenq "f :'t'1i1;" 
and ratifrcadon' without delay and without

condions'."J:'":;::;;i"lt""nt.vintotoi'"ofthecrBr;
z7



lnterParliamentary Union

Ca//s

testin

) We/comes the siSnatu res/ratifications of the CTBT in 2008 by Barbados' Burundi' Colombia'

1"i.""^, urL*i Malaysia, Mozambique and Timor-Leste;

Calls uponthe parliamens of all States that have not yet sitned and ratified the CTBT to exert

pr"*ria on therr governmenE to do so;

Esoecially urges parliaments of all remaining States listed in Annex 2 of the CTBT' whose

ratjfication is required to u'ins';J ;:fi ;;3 ;;;' t;-;;' their tovernments to immediatelv

sign and ratifY the treatY;

d States to continue to observe their moratoria on nuclear-weapon

ave not already done so to proceed' on a voluntary basrs' to dismantle

;; ";;ii!;,"t 
to maintarn support for the CTBT or8anization

- Agenda,

on all n uclear-arme

g, on all States that h

Resolutions and Decisions of $e 12Od A5sembly

6

I

their nuclear test sites,

verification system until the CTBT enters into force;

9 Urpes immediate commencement of negotiauons on a non-discriminatory' multilateral and

intlernationally verifiable t'""ty U"""i"g th? proau*on of fissile material for nuclear weapons

and other nuclear explosive devices;

,nviteJ states to initiate netotiations with a view to concluding a treaty on the prohibition of

short-range and intermediate-rani" LnJ tot't"t that carry nuclear warheads;

Reco..nmends that States with ballistic missile capacity that have not acceded to the Hague Code

of Conduct do so quickly in orOe' to render this instrument completely effective against ballistic

missile Proliferation;

Cails on all nuclear-armed States

emphasizing of nuclear weaPons

weaPons from hith alert status;

to adoot confidence-building measures' including the de-

,.1""^,'r*, ,"lrnr, J."t'"* "and the remoual of all nuclear

Reaflirms the imPortance of achieving universal.accesston :ft-: :l]; ill;)j"tH?ltiIrt}:i
,i"'*pi **a,"g to it promptly and unconditionally as non-nucte

;;;; ;ry;;; *ei iuttitr'ng ih"l' obligatons under the rreatv;

ls hooefu/ that the States concerned will be required to siSn and complv with safeguards

aereemenB and additional o'o'ot'J'"'l ';';;;;l-;;;", 
tonIlud'd in the framework of the

t,ire, as a prerequisite ft. b""J;'i;';;J; i*'n"iion"t cooPeration in the freld of nuclear

energy for civilian PUrPoses;

Ca/ls on all Sutes to suPPot the initiatives aimed at globalizing' the oblieations set forth in the

Treaty srgned between the u" t"d';;;;';itit t'-E' so'itt nlon on ihe elimrnation of their

inbrmediaE-ran8e ""0 'no^ur-oi'*u 
tis'lt"' (l\F Treaty) and to promote cooPerauve

approaches to the issue ot 'i"ir" a'"rEit"";i'""'"8 *'tt' ' iJint assessment of possible threaE;

Calls on national parliaments to ensure State compliance wiSr all their disarmament and non-

proliferation obli gations;

Urges parliaments to Provrde strong and effgctive 
- .::ll"n 

to all resolutions and

recommendations on Peace, o'']r.-"'"it and security previously adopted at IPU Conierences

and Assemblies;

'10

11

12

13

14

15.

16

17

ZB

1B Encourages parliamenr to monitor closely national .imph"':lT:':t 
of all arms control' non-

oroliferation and disarmament t'*ti"' ""1 
UN resolutions' to engage their publics on nuclear

"o'r"*, ,-J,o t"port back to the IPU on progress made;



lnter-Parliamentary Union - Agenda, Resolutjons and Decisions of the 12Ou Assembly

19.

20

21

22.

23

24

25

26.

urges IAEA Member States or parties to a safetuards agreement to lend strong and constant
supqolt to the IAEA so that it can honour its safeguards obllgations and therefore io cooperate in
good faith with the lAtA by providing it with all information requested;

cails on states whose ratification is needed for the entry into force of teneral safetuards
atreemenB to take the necessary steps to that end as soon as possible;

further. calls .on the States party to a safeguards atreement which have not yet signed and/or
ratjfied an additional protocol to do so as soon as possible;

Recommends that the united Nations, especially the offlce of Disarmament Affairs, and the
Preparatory Commission for the CTBT Organization, strentthen cooperation with the lpU;

/nvites the IPU secretary ceneral to contac! on an annual basis, the parliamentr of the states
which have not signed and/or ratified the international treaties mentjoned in the presint
resolution with a view to encouraging them to do so;

Urges parliamer8 to instruct tovernments to express their support for the UN Secretary_
ceneral's Five Point Proposal contained in his address, The United Nations and security in a
Nuclear-Weapon-Free World';

Encourages parliaments to support the full raflficatjon and imptemenEtion of existing nuclear-
weaponJree zones, and to explore the possibility of esablishing additional nuclear-weipon-free
zones freely agreed by States in specific regions;

Calls for the necessary steps to be taken to declare the Middle East a n uclear-weapon-free zone,
without exception, in keepint with the resolution endorsed by the Npr Review conference in
1995;

27. Encourages all parliaments to remain seized of the issue at the hithest political level and, where
possible, to promote compliance with the Npr throuBh bilateral and ioint ouueach, seminars
and other means.
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possession with the argument that the weapons are vital for their
security and the security of their friends and allies is equally
worrying. The concern is further compounded by the fact that there
is very little transparency over the actual amounts of existing nuclear
stockpiles.

Parliamentarians were urged to put pressure on thelr governments
which have not signed and ratified the Comprehensive nuclear ban
treaty to do so without further delay.

See appendix I for resolutions

Climate Chanqe, sustainable Development models and
renewable enerqies

The Committee held two sittings under the Chalrmanship of Mr. P.

Martin -Lalande and deliberated on the report and prelimlnary draft
resolutlon prepared by Mr. Lins and Mr. Fuchtel who were the co-
Rapporteurs. The delegations of Belgium, Canada, China, Cuba,
France, Indonesia, Morrocco, Japan, Philippines, Spain Switzerland,
Turkey and the United Arab Emirates presented amendments for
discussion. The Suriname delegation submitted two sub-amendments
and a separate set of amendments were forwarded by the Meeting of
Women Parliamentarians.

A drafting Committee composed of representatives from Cambodia,
Germany, Jordan, Monaco, Morocco, Namibia, New Zealand, Norway
Sudan, Switzerland, Uruguay, Venezuela and Zambia examlned 180
amendments and sub amendments to the draft resolution and
adopted 90 of them either fully or in part. The Committee adopted
the amended draft resolution by consensus.

During the plenary session, delegates were in agreement that there
was urgent need for the world to come together and mitigate the

l.l

(c) Standing Committee II -- (Sustainable Development,
Finance and Tracle)

.



effects of global warming as the phenomenon was threatening the
very existence of mankind.

Parliamentarians noted with grave concern that most emissions
causing global warming are generated in the developed countries
whereas their extreme effects are felt in the developing countries. It
was noted that the quantities of carbon dioxide (which forms over
760/o of greenhouse gases) and other greenhouse gases have
increased by more than 30% since pre-lndustrial times.

The Kyoto Protocol which was signed in 1997 and came into force in

2003 called for overall reduction of greenhouse emlssions to at least
5o/o by industrialized countries by 20L2. Contrary to global
expectations, countries like the USA have declined to ratify the Kyoto
Protocol which bids states to reduce their emissions by enhancing
energy efficiency.

Parliamentarians were therefore urged to impress upon their
governments to promote energy efficiency in generation and
distribution as well as encourage the use of energy saving appliances
in all sectors. They should also put measures In place to protect
vulnerable groups particularly in third world countries from the
effects of climate change.

See appendix II for resolutions

l5

Parliamentarians noted the myriad effects of global warming which
include decline in shorelines of lakes and beaches, melting of ice caps
and glaziers, erratic seasons and rain patterns hindering agriculture
and other activities and in the process occasioning severe droughts
and hunger, among others.



CLIMATE CHANCE, SUSTAINABLE DEVETOPMENT MODELS,
AND RENEWABLE ENERCIES

Resolution adopted by consentrs' by the 12fi tPtJ Assembly
(Addis Ahaba, 10 April 2009)

The I 20n Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union,

(f ) Reca//ing the fundamental model for susEinable development contained in the 1987 rePort of
the World Commission on Environment and Development, where sustainable development was defined as

meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own

needs,

(2) tmphxizing that anthropogenic climate change is already observable and is a key issue for our

teneration that will impede the ability of future generations to meet their needs and exacerbate the needs of
the poor, and that must be addressed urgently through technological and social change,

(3) Noring that the development and deployment of renewable energies hold treat Promise in
reconciling the inoeasing needs for ene6y, partrcularly in the developing world, and the ability of the

environment to meet present and future needs,

(4) Commending the work of the Nobel Peace Prize-winnint lnterBovernmental Panel on Climate

Change (IPCC) to build up and disseminate greater knowledge about man-made ciimate change and o lay

the foundations for the measures that are needed to counteraca such change,

(5) Acknowledging that 2009 is a wateBhed year for the United Nabons Framework Conventjon on

Climate Change (UNFCCC) as the panies move into full negotiating mode to complete the Bali Road Map for

strengthening the global resoonse to climate change in time for the 15th Conference of the Parties to be held

in Copenhagen from 7 to 1 I December 2009,

(6) Reca/ling the resolution adopted at the 1146 IPU Assembly (Nairobi, 2006) on the role of
parliamenE in environmental manatement and in combating global degndation of the environment,

(7) Iaking note ofthe establishment o{ the International Renewable Ene8y Agenc/ (IRENA) on 25

February 2009 in Bonn, whose mandate is to advise and support indusfralized and developint countries with
a view to increasing dre share of renewable enegy in their enertv production,

(s) Not/ng that the protection of natural resources is a core concern of parliamenE and

tovernmenB worldwide, and highlighting the tension between natural resources and an increasing world
popu lation,

(9) Notint that per caPita emissions of greenhouse gases conUnue to be much higher in

industrialized nations than in developing nations, and reca//ing that tlrb industrialized countries committed in

1992 under the UNFCCC to limit their anthropogenic emissions of treenhouse gases and to Protect and

enhance their greenhouse gas sink and reservoirc through policies and mexures that would demonstnte that
they are taking the lead in modifying longer-term trends in antiropo8enic emissions,

(10) Aware that energy is essential for sustainable development, in particular for the alleviation of
poverty, but that current supplies are reliant on fossil fuels, the use of which has led to a build-up of
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere that has had the unintended consequence of causinB changes to the

climate.

The delegatlon of the Russian Federation expressed reservations on preambular paragraphs 36, 38 and 40, as well
as on operative paragraphs 20 and 38. The delegation of lran (lslamic Republic o0 expressed reservations on
preambular paragraph 25.

APPENDIX II
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(12) Considering that the accelerated reduction of the cryosphere (all ice and snow surfaces) and the
subsequent rise in sea level is a clarion call for immediate actjon,

(13) Notint that the IPCC has predicted that by 2100, the global average sea level will have risen by
9 to 88 centjme&es, submerging coastal communities of both developed and developing countries,

(14) Noting that the causes of Blobal warming and effects of climate change are extremely uneven,
that the historical difference in accumulative treenhouse tas emissions is clearly demonstrated by a

comparison between developed and developing natjons. and that particular importance should therefore be

atached to the principle of common but differentjated responsibility, which is deeply rooted in the UNFCCC,

(15) Seca//ing that the community of nations has been dealing since the late 1970s with climate
change, iE causes, consequences and necessary counter measures, in terms of cuttint emissions but also of
adapting to the effecs of climate change,

(16) Reca//ing that the international community raised this issue at the First World Climate
Conference (Ceneva, 1979); the Vienna Conference for the protection of the ozone layer (1985); the
lnternatjonal Conference on the protection of the ozone layer (Montreal, 1987); the Toronto Conference on
global warming (1 988), via the establishment of the IPCC in I988, at the Second World Climate Conference
(Ceneva, 1990), the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (Rio de janeiro, 1992),
known as the Earth Summit, the first Conference of the Parties to the Framework Convention on Climate
Change (COP1 - Berlin, 1995) and the third Conference of the Parties (COP3 - Kyoto, 1997), in the Kyoto
Protocol and at C8 summiB and the United Nations Climate Change Conferences (Bali, 2007 and Poznan,

2008),

117) Recailing that t}e industrialized countries pafty to dre UNFCCC agreed to reduce emissions of
anthropogenic greenhouse gases, alone or through cooperation, to 1990 levels and to stabilize greenhouse
gas concenrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropotenic interference
with the climate system,

(l8) Subscribing fully to the Erget of limiting to 2"C the average rise in temperatures since the pre-
industrialization period, as set out in the above-mentioned resolution adopted by the 114s IPU Assembly,

(1 9) Reaffrming that the Parties to the U NFCCC agreed to protect the climate system on the basis of
equity and in accordance with their common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities,

(20) Supponing the agreement reached at the C8 Summit held in Hokkaldo Toyako in 2008,
whereby the CB seek "to share with all Parties to the UNFCCC the vision of, and consider and adopt in the
UNFCCC negotiations, the goal of achieving at least 50% reduction of global emissions by 2050",

(21) Aware that that toal cannot be met unless developed countries take the lead in significantly

cusing their greenhouse Bas emissions, providing financial resources and tnnsferring environment-friend ly
technologies to developing countries $rough mechanisms established under the UNFCCC, and unless the
fight against poverty, an appropriate populatjon policy, the reductjon and elimination of unsustainable

consumptjon and produaion practices, and the full involvement of the population in political decisron-
making are recognized as prerequisites of sustainable development,

(22) Noting wth satisfadion the ambitious nature of tlre plan of action agreed by the European

Union in December 2OO8 to achieve the following objectives by 2020: reduce by at least 20 per cent its
greenhouse tas emissions (this percentage would increase to 30 per cent should a global post-Kyoto accord

be concluded in Copenhagen in 2009), enhance iE eneEy efficiency by 20 per cent and increase the share

of renewable energies to at least 20 per cenL

31

(1 1) Recalling tha.' in addition to the depletion of the ozone layer, the sharp increase worldwide in

greenhouse gas emissions is regarded as the main cause of global warmint,
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(23) Reca//ing that under the Kyoto Protocol, agreed to at the coP3, the Annex I or developed

countries individually or jointly undertook to reduce their overall emissions of six greenhouse gases or ErouPs

of greenhouse gases to at least 5 per cent below average 1 990 levels between 2008 and 2012,

(2,1) Considering that, in addition to cuE in their own emissions, Parties to the Kyoto Protocol have

three flexible mechanisms at their disposal to help them pursue this goal, namely: global trading of righS to

emit treenhouse gases (emissions trading); the implementation of measures in developing countries within

the fiamework of the Cl""n Development Mechanism; and project-based cooPeration with other

industrialized nations for the reduction of emissions, the cuts achieved being measurable against national

reduction targets (ioint implementation),

(25) Reca//ing the commitment made in the United Nations Millennium Declaration of

September 2OOO, which established the Millennium Development Coals (MDCs), and emphasizing the

foliowing goals; Coal 1: eradicate extreme poverty and hunger; Coal 3: promote gender equality and

u.po,arJ, women; Coal 7: ensure environmental sustainability; and Coal 8: develop a global partnership for

development,

126) Reca//ing that the responsibility of parliamentarians and tovernments in achieving the MDCs,

which correspond to a number of human rithts (the right to education, health, decent housing, etc.)

enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Righs, forms pan of a broader apProach that seek to

promote sustainable development, justice, Peace, good governance and the rule of law,

(271 Considering the final text of the agreemenE and commitmenB adoPted atthe lnternational

Conference on Financing for Development (Monterrey, 2002), known as the Monterrey Consensus, the Paris

Declaration on Aid Effiaiveness (2005), which reaffirmed the MDCs and emphasized the role of all

stakeholden in the process of development financinp and the Doha Declaratlon on Financing for

Development (December 2008),

(28) Considering that the participants at the Fourth Tokyo lnternational Conference on African

Development (TICAD lV, Yokohama,2O08) agreed to strenghen global effore to bckle various challenges,

including African development, environmental issues, climate change and Poverty, and that they welcomed

the Cool Earth Partnership, .lapan's financial mechanism to assist developint countries to address climate

change,

(2g) l)nderscoring that, according to the Human Development RePort for 2007/2008, climate

change is undermining international effors to fight poverty and hindering attemPE to honour commitmenE

to 
".hi"u" 

the MDCs, that ensuring environmental sustainability is therefore a major factor in the elimination

of poverty, one of the unanimously agreed goals of the international community and that, moreover, efforE to

address climate change should not prejudice the achievement of the MDCs,

(30) Recognizing that it is crucially important to build sound material-rycle societies through the 3R

(reduce, reuse, recycle) lnitiative, which was atreed at the CB Sea lsland Summit tn 2004, for promotin6

sustainable development,

(31) Concerned that people from developing countries, especially women and children living in

poverty, are particularly vulnerable to the effects of climate change because of their limited capacity and

,"rorr.u, to respond, and that this gives them a particular claim on the solidarity and support of the

industrialized nations,

lnter-Parliamentary L,nion - Agenda, Resolutjons and Decisions of the 120'h tusembly

(32) Underscoring the need to be aware that eneBy use is a prerequisite of economic and social

protress, but that misuse of energy resources has a huge impact on the environment and hence on vital

natural resources,

(33) Aware that the vast majority of humankind cannot live without electric Power and liquid fuels

and that approximately two bitlion people in the world have no access to electric power,
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(34) Pointing out that povety reductjon is closely linked to the access of the most underprivileged
populations to energy services that meet fundamental human needs and contribute to social development,

(35) Considering that there are stark imbalances even within societies with regard to people's
capacity to cope with the impacs of climate change and that these are reflected especially in the precarious
situation of women in developing countries, which is often a direct result of the link between the climate, the
environment and an unstable supply,

(36) Cognizant of the fact that the industrialized natjons and the countries with growing economies
should honour their commitments to the fight against u nderdevelopment and poverty, notably by fulfilling the
pledges made by the Members of the Organizatjon for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD),

37) Notirg that the increasing interdependence of energy-producing, -consuming and transit
countries creates a need for dialogue in a spirit of cooperation and solidarity, which will enable thqse

countries to benefit fully from their mutual dependence and promote global energy security with due regard

for the interesE of all stakeholders (Kyiv Declaration of the OSCE Pariiamentary Assembly - 2007),

(38) Recognizing the work being developed in the eneryy field by some Latin American and
Caribbean countries under the Eolivarian Alternative for the Americas {ALBA) intetration project,

(39) Strongly rejeaing all effors to use energy issues as a means of exertint politjcal pressure,

(40) I)nderscoring that the nations of the world should create mechanisms to prevent crisis situations
and supply shortates, in other words an energy-crisis-management system that would facilitate capacity-
building of the mostvulnerable counries,

(41) Aware that tood governance is an indispensable tool for combining economic development and
envi ronmental protection,

142) L)nderscoring the adoption at the '107d lnter-Parliamentary Conference (Marrakech, 2002) of a

resolution tiat encourates "States to create conditions enabling countries to maximize the use of renewable

eneEy sources",

(43) Considering the results of the 2007 Fourth Assessment Report of the IPCC regarding biofuels, as

well as inter alia the outcome of the discussions that took place during the lnternational Conference on
Eiofuels, held in Sao Paulo, Brazil, from 17 to 21 November 2008, and the Declaration on "Parliaments and
Biofuels" of Sao Paulo signed by 20 parliamentarians from all continenE present at the Special Session for
Parliamentarians held in the wings ofthat Conference,

,44) 
Aw,arc drat, in view of the effects of climate change, which are already recognizable today, little

time is left for effective action to reduce the volume of greenhouse gases,

(45) Noting that all polluting vehicles, particularly used cars, in circulation in developred and
developing countries are a huge source of CO, emissions,

(46) Noting that the Stntetic Plan for tlre Convention on Biological Diversity, adopted in 2002,
indicates that "biodiversity provides goods and services that underpin sustainable development in many
important ways, thus contributing to poverty alleviation",

147) Considering tjrat land-use chantes and deforestation are responsible for approximately 20 per
cent of anthropotenic emissions of greenhouse gases and that these practices can also lead to soil erosion and
biod iversity loss,

(48) Recognizing that renewables are a significant means of promotjng low-carbon power generation,

helping to cut COz emissions, cont ibutint to enerty self-sufficiency and securiry of supply, reducing
dependence on fossil fuels (oil, gas and coal) and mineral resources (uranium), and helping to boost regional

economies and safetuard jobs through reliance on local energy sources,
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2

Urges all parties involved in the UNFCCC Bali Road Map netotjations, particularly those whose

p"7li"."nS are also Members of the lPU, to work diligently and in good faith towards 
_an

effective global resPonse to the climate change crisis, to be concluded this year at COPl5,
knowing that such a resPonse is not an oPtion, but an imperative;

Urges tovernments to recognize that safeguarding natural resources in the sPirit of the MDCs

de-penJs on both the creatjon of a global development partnership and a common

commitment, in particular by the developed countries, to a viSorous stutgle atainst Slobal
poverty and hunger; further urges them to recotnize that sustainable development will require

them io address-gender-based discrimination and provide equal righs for women, including

access to and control of resources and land;

Requests tovernments to carry out a natonal assessment of the imPact of climate change.on

rromen uiith a view to developing evidence-based policies and national plans of action that

address the differential impact of ilimate change and build on the Potential of both men and

women;

Cal/s on parliamenE to understand that they bear a sPecial resPonsibility for the Protection of

natural resources and for sustainatrle development of our planeq and encourages Eovernment
action and citizen mobilization in favour of environmental protection;

Ca//s on parliamenE and parliamentarians of the developed countries to uEe their SovernmenE
to honour their commitment to allocate 0.7 per cent of CNP to official development assistance,

as stipulated in the Millennium Declaration;

8e/ieves that parliamenb have an imPortant role to play in increasint international cooperation

between states with a view to protectint and cleaning up the marine environment by

stIen$heninS synergies in common fields such as coastal zone manatemen! eliminatint

pollution hot sPots, ProtectjnB biodivenity, achievinB sustainable fisheries, etc ;

Majntains that access to drinking water and a balanced diet are indispensable to PUblic health;

aJso maintains that access to drinklng w'ater is essential to reduce Poverty and the diseases

associated with water scarcity and, in this connection , strcngly supPorts the UNDP proposal to

declare the right to water a basic human right;

Cal/s for global action for climate protection, careful stewardship of valuable resources and

worldwidi sustainable development, as key challenges of the 21ocentury to be met by

devetoped and developing coun$ies actint together with genuine poliUcal will;

Urges those States that have not already done so to sign and iatify the Kyoto Protocol;

Encourages the development of the emissions-tradint system in accordance with the Kyoto

protocoiand the building of bridges between this system and other systems established by non-

sitnatory SEtes;

/nvtei States that emit large quantities of greenhouse gases and the retional oBanizations

concerned to follow the eximple of the decisions taken by the EuroPean Union in December

2OO8 to limit its emissions, enhance iS eneEy efficiency and increasinSly resort to renewable

energies, and to adopt action plans aimed at;btaining signiflcant resu16 in these three areas by

2020;

Ca//s on States to increase cost efficiency and flexibility in the pursuit of climate-related goals by

means of a global emissions-trading system and geographical and sectoral extension of the

project-based mechanisms established by the Kyoto Protocol;
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Encourages botlr developed and developing countries that produce environmentally thouthdul
technologies to promote the Uansfer of technology to developing count ies in order to raise

environmental, health and living standards in those countries, and to coordinate dre pursuit of
environmental, economic and development objectives;

Encourages developed countries to work with each other and with developing countries to
support the transfer of new, low-cost, renewable energy technologies to developing countries,
particularly in rural areas; {urther encou rages all countries to support the implementaton of
energy-savint solutions through educational and trainint protrammes that target women in
panicular and th rough microcredit i nitiatives;

Encourages countries to develop appropriate populatjon policies, including planning, to find a

balance between natural resources and increasing demand for them;

Urges States to step up implementation of dre Clean Development Mechanism widr a view'to
minimizing the cost of achieving the contractually atreed reduction tarteE while using the
mechanism to promote the transfer of state-of-the-art technology to developing countries;

Calis on all States to participate in a constructive spirit in international climate netotiations with
a view to defining a post-Kyoto mechanism in Copenhagen that is based on the principle of
common but differentjated responsibility and under which each State contributes efiectively to
the necessary global reduction of greenhouse gases and is subject to inspections;

Ca,l/s for greater energy efficiency, particularly with regard to everyday appliances and devices,

such as lightjng, computers and televisions, and to uansportation in cities, with the development
of car-sharing initiatives and the improvement of public transportation, with a view to further
red uci ng energy consumption;

Encourages countries to promote eneEy efficienq in the sectors of energv generation and
distribution, heat production for heating buildings, and electrical engines;

tncourages countries to emulate the lapanese top-runner protramme and to work to ensure

that the most enerty-efficient appliance is used as the benchmark for all other appliances;

UBes tovernmenE to involve all relevant stakeholders in the design, dev€lopment and
distribution of efficient and cost-effective energy-saving initjatives;

Ca//s on the relevant audtoritjes to ensure that buildints to be constructed or renovated are

designed so as to require less energy for heating and cooling and to use enerty from renewable

sou rces;

Urges SovernmenE to entate the automobile industry in treater production of low-emission

vehicles;

U€es governmen8 to invest in fast rail and public transport systems as a way to reduce CO,
emissions, create new economic opportunities, increase mobility and reduce traffic conSestion

and pollution;

Encourages tlre automobile industry to promote the use of sustainable biofuels, recotnizint the
ever increasint importance of renewable enerty sources in the context of a sound and
sustainable climate policy;

tncourages governmenB to help coordinate and fund better urban planning, including public
transporEtjon, with the goal of reducing the number of vehicle-kilometres travelled each year;
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37

Recommends that Eovernments make clear that the increased use of biofuels should not result in

diversion of arable land, cause environmental damage or restrict food produaion;

Requests the tovernmenB of countries with equatorial and tropical forests to put in Place

alternatrves to" the charcoal productjon and consumpion patterns that are responsible for

deforesEtion and the consequent disastrous climate change, soil erosion and extinction of

animal species;

Ca//s on countries to take action to reduce the current rate of biodiversity loss, and invites them

to ,t 
"ngtt "n 

cooPeration with a view to the Conventjon on Biological Diversity COP10 and the

Cartage"na Protocol on Biosafety C9P-MOPS to be held in Nagoya, Japan' in 2010;

Ca//s on the parliaments of industrialized nations in Particu.lar to ensure that their EovernmenB

Jle tne teai in the global fitht against climate change and in the reductlon of greenhouse-gas

"rnorion, 
by equipping and-retroitting buildings with electricity' heatlng and coolint systems

ir;li;J;y t;"";"ti" ."n"rgy and by riodernizing buildings and equipping them with energy-

efficient tech noloEY;

Ca//s on countries to tike into consideration pricing policies and subsidies for fossil fuel energy

in the various relevant sectors with a view to Promoting climate Policy;

Affirms that a powerful commitment by the government and. Parliament in every counuy is of

crucial imporance to the imPlementation of common development strateties in every sector

that can imProve the quality of the environment (including fisheries);

Urges governmenE to suPPort the global expansion of renewables (wind power' biomass and

uiJgasi photorotu,cs anj'sola, en-ergy, hydroelectricity and geothermal energy) as a maior

,ori.e of energy supply since renewJles are the best means of Promotint low-carbon power

g"i"ration, t 
"iiing 

to cut COr emissions, contributint to enerty self-sufficiency and security of

r"uppfy, ,"jr.ing d-ependence on fossil fuels (oil, gas and. coal) and minenl resources (uranium)'

""i'il"fpi"g 
to iooit regional economies and sa?eguard jobs through reliance on local energy

sources;

Encourages tovernmenB to supPort and fund research on development and. promotion.of

,"""*if " 
Jnergies, including iow-cost light technology. both 

. 
nationally and internationally'

giulng .onriderition to the 
-differential tffecs on men and women; further encourages

[arliimens to make use of gender-sensitive budges to that effecti

Ca/ls on governmens to build national comPetence and expertise in order to master the energy

technologies of today and tomorro\ /;

UEeJ governmenG to rncrease, through research and development, the ratio of renewables to

.o"n""i,ionuf energy sources in the enirgy mix, in keeping with each region's specificities;

Calis on States to imProve existing climate-protectjon technology through research and

Jevelopment in order to create mori mechanisms for the fight against climate change; urges

developing countries to actively participate in the Cool Earth Partnership;

Encourages States to take into account the following factors when choosing nuclear energy as an

option Yor COr-free energy production: the firiite nature of natural resources' including

,'ranium; the highly .or!1", and sensitive nature of this technology' which can entail

malfunctions with serious consequences; the impact of nuclear accidenE on the environment

and people's lives, such as Chernobyl; the unreiolved problem of final disposal; and the fact

d'at ihe iong-t"r, problems posed by climate chante cannot be solved by nuclear technology

alone;
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Urges States to support research and development of carbon capture and storage, recognizing
that, while carbon capture and storage has treat potential to reduce emissions, it has limitatjons
in capacity, is currently expensive, and can only be one of a series of actjons that should focus
on deployment of renewable energy and increased energy efficiency;

Ca//s on States to give high priority to the development of ener8y-stora8e systems and alternative
fuels and to intensify research efforts in the fields of hydrogen and other fuel cells;

Urges parliamenB to support scientific research into biofuel energy, including second-generation
biofuels, and encourages the establishment of an international centre of excellence;

Urtes States to 6ive serious consideration to the development of infrastructure, such as the so-
called "hydrogen highways", for the use of hydrogen technology;

Recommends that research in the field of thermonuclear fusion should be supported and
welcomes the ITER project;

Encourages States to attach treater importance in the future to a multilateral response to the
challenge of sustainable climate protectjon in the context of a "global domestjc policy'', whereby
nations commit to ensuring that every political decision is governed by the sustainable
development imperative and the need to conserve our planet's vital natural resources;

Encourages counties to build sound material-cycle societies drrouth the 3R (reduce, reuse,

recycle) lnitiative;

CaJ/s on governmenE to pursue large-scale national and international public-awareness

campaigns to hithlight the need to combat climate change, undencore the importance of
renewable energy sources, and draw attentjon to new technologies;

Urges tovernmenE to develop specialized educational and awareness programmes about
climate change and ia effecE, tarBeting in particular children through the school curriculum and
women in rural areas;

Urges the competent authorities to examine whether the close link between ivorldwide oil
prices and regional gas prices in Europe can be justified over the long term;

/nsists on the need to promote energy efficiency in all sectors of the economy and society
through the rational use of eneryy in all its applications and the adoption of responsible
behaviour in daily life in order to avoid all wastage and thereby save on energy;

Ca,/ls on States to encourage the decentralization of solar electricity and heating plants to avoid
the transmission losses that result from long supply lines, while also engaging in regional
supergrids of renewable enerty sources;

Calis on States to support the dissemination of appropriate decentralized technoloties at the
local level, including small-scale compostjnt and waste-recycling facilities, for green energy
prod uction;

UBes States to recognize that this applies in particular to the supply of electricity from solar
plans in desert areas, which would make it possible to provide reasonably priced, reliable and
susainable electricity supplies in the desert areas of North Africa, for example, and to supply tie
countries of the Middle East and North Africa with drinking water from desalination plants,

thereby giving fresh supranational impetus to the politjcal strutgle against climate change and
def usi n g political tensions ;

Encourages the establishment of an international centre of excellence in order to foster biofuel
research and developmenq
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Ca//s on governments to build national competence and expertise in order to master enerty

technologies associated with the development of renewable energies;

Also encourages IPU Member Parliaments to exchange information on technolotical

development ind international cooPeration in the area of biofuels;

Urges governments and IPU Member ParliamenE to intensify research and technical

.o"op"r.',lon in the field of renewable energy, and to actively Promote the participation of

women in this field;

Encourages the comPetent authorities to examine the possibility of increasing funding and

technolJgical support with a view to developing the productjon of low-carbon energy in

J"r"fopiig .ount i"r, confirms that promoting cooperatlon in this field should increase the

nu-U", o? energy usem while reduclng carbon emissions and suengtheninB effors geared

towards reducinB poverty;

/nviteJ States to PUt in Place a suategy to combat deforestation, which has harmful

consequences both for humankind and for the entire Planet;

/nvrtes governmenE and relevant intemational organizations to Promote environment-friendly

agricultiral technology, including organic agriculture, in order to reduce 
.greenhouse 

gas

e"missions and biodivirsity los stimming from agricultural activity in developing counffies, as

well as to enhance sustainable development in those countries;

Encourages states to put in place national suateties - and to enhance those that already exist -

with a vfew to increasing the role of renewablJ energies in meeting basic energy needs while

curbing the environmental effec1s of their systems;

Encourages the transfer of renewable eneBy technologies through atreements that tuarantee

active n"ational partjcipatron in the produAion, marketing and maintenance processes' without

neglecting regional cooperation ln this field;

Encourages tovernmenB to implement aPproPriate measures to mititate the netative effects of

the curr-ent international economic crisis on investment in the energy and environment sectors

and on the development of developing counuies; u€es tovernmenB to Promote the

establishment of an international finaniiallnstitution - funded by industries that contribute to

climate chante - for financing the mititadon of severe consequences of climate change and

e nvi ron me ntal degradation i n aff ected cou ntries;

Ca//s for policy-making in the area of climate change and .renewable 
energies to be more

inclusive of *or"n i key stakeholden and to build on best practjces colleoed through

specialized national and international netrvork, and for women's ParticiPatjon in overseeing the

implementation of international conventions on climate change; further :a//s fof .trelter
cooperation between parliamenE and their members, on the one hand, and United Natjons

agencies workinS in this field, on the other, especially the Unircd Nations Environment

Programme;

U€es Bovernments to make every effort to achieve agreemenB for esablishing a Post-Kyoto

retime at COPl5 in CoPenhagen;

Encourages Ereater awareness of the impact of climate change and optimizatjon of renewable

"n"rgy 
i"roJr..r, including through media camPaitns, and urges people to Pla) their part in

mitlgating climate chante Ihrougli enrironmental Protection Protrammes aimed at forestation

and energv-ratoning camPaitns;
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G6. Encourages tovernments to invest in environment-friendly real-esEte projecE that avoid overuse

of natural resources, following in the fooEtePs of the "8lue communities" initiative in Dubai;

67- Encourages the establishment of pollutjon-free cities, inspired by the Masdar City initiative

launched by the United Arab Emirates in 2006;

68. underscores that the global financial crisis and the ensuing economic meltdown should not

thwart States' efforts to protect the environment and reduce the imPact of climate change via

the use of environment-friendly but cosdy clean energy; considers that funding for

environmental projecs and Protrammes should not be affected;

69. Ca/ls for the establishment of international awards to recognize efforE aimed at environmental

protection and climate chante miutation, said awards to be open to tovernment atencies,

private companies, non-tovernmental organizations and individuals.
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(d) Standing Committee III (Democracy and Human Rights)

Freedom of exoression and the riqht to information

The Committee which held two sittings was chaired by Mr. D.

Canepa, the president of the Committee and considered the draft
resolutions. Amendments were submitted by the delegations of
Belgium, Canada, China, Congo Cuba, France, Indonesia, Iran,
Morrocco, Philippines, Spain, Switzerland and United Arab Emirates.

The drafting Committee considered the proposed amendments,
incorporated some of them as proposed and the resolutions adopted
unanimously. The resolution was later adopted by the Assembly by
consensus during the Plenary Session.

Parliamentarians expressed concern that over the years/
governments have increasingly restricted the right to freedom of
expression by their citizens. This is despite the fact that the right to
freedom of expression is recognized by the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. Also included is the freedom to hold opinion and
impart informatlon.

lournalists have mostly borne the blunt of this maltreatment. They
have been threatened, attacked, and many have been killed in their
quest to inform and empower the public. A restriction to freedom of
expression affects the enjoyment and defense of human rights.
Governments know too well that without freedom of expression,
citizens will have less information and scope to denounce abuses,
violations and impunity perpetrated by the ruling elite.

Parliamentarians were therefore urged to not only be at the forefront
of protecting these freedoms in order to ensure the growth of
democrary but to also protect the youth from getting access to
undesirable and destructive information by enacting appropriate
legislation.

See appendix III for resolutions
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APPENDIX ill

FREEDOM Of ilPRESSION AND THE RIGHT TO INFORIVIATION

Resolution adopted by consensus* by the 1206 lPu Assenbly

(Addis Ababa, 10 APril 2009)

The 1 206 Assembly of the lnter-Parliamenary Union'

(1)Reca//ingthatunderArtjclelgoftheUniversalDeclarationofHumanRights(1948),,Everyone
ias the right to freedom of opinion and expression"'

(2)FurrherrecallingArtjclelgofthelnternatjonalCovenantonClvilandPolitica|Rjthts(1965),

(3) Taking note of Article 10 ofthe European Convention on Human Ri8hts (1950)'

(4) Taking note of Article 13 of the American Conventjon on Human Rights (1959)'

(5) faking note of Artjcle 9 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rithts (1 981)'

(6) Taking note of the Chapultepec Declaration adopted by *re Hemisphere Conference on Free

Speech (199a),

17)Reca/Iingthe63dCeneralConferenceofthelnternationalFederationofLibraryAssociatonsand
i"**oon, ffiU^'i h"ia in Copen hagen (1 997) on access to informatron and freedom of expression'

(8) Taking note of the Aarhus Convention (1998) adoPted by the Member States of the UN

iconomic Commiision for Europe and the European Union'

(9) Noting the 1998 RePort of the UN Special RaPPorteur on the protection and promotion of t]re

right o freedom of opinion and expression'

(10)Notingthe.lgggand2oo4JointDeclaratjonsoftheUNsPecia|Rapporteurontherightto
freedomofopinionand.*p*''i"",*"o€anisationforSecuriWandCo.operationinEurope(OSCn
ffi#*#o|ir""i., i,l. 

""ai. 
,"a ir" organization of American states (oAs) Special Rapporteur

on Freedom of LrPression,

d Peoples' Righs (ACHPR) Declaration of
(1 1) Noting the 2002 African Commission on Human an

Principles on Freedom of Expression in Africa'

112)Reca//ingtheMay2oo5lPUSeminaronFreedomofExpression'ParliamentandthePromotjon
of rolerant Societiet' 

'al 
Rapporteur on the right to freedom of

(13) Noting the 2006 Joint Declaration of the UN Spec

!jir,"" ."0 ;;;:r;; *" oiir n"p,o"ntarive on Freedom of the Media, the oA5 Special RaPPorteur on

Freedom of Expression ano rne AiHpR special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression and Access to

lnformation in Africa,

n4) Noting the outcome of the World Summit on the lnformation Society' held in two instalmenE

(Ceneva,2oo3andTunisia,2oo5),whichseektobuildaninformationsocieq/wi$ahumaneandinclusive
dimension tlat is conducive rr-jJ""r"p.".i l. *iin *..1 indivldual has the possibility to create, obtain,

il'';i;;;',;o,.",ton ,na r""*riai", in keeping with the a)ms and principles of the charter of the

un-i,"J N"ti"* and tle Univenal Declaration of Human Righs'

l
40
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(15) Welcoming the Medellin Declaration on Securing the Safety of Journalists and Combating
lmpunity adopted on the occasion of the UNESCO Conference on Press Freedom, Safety of Journalist and
lmpunity in 2007,

(16) 8e/ieving that the people's ritht to information as well as the 6eneration and dissemination of
information are indispensable elements of a functioning democracy and that access to information is an
essential tool for stren$hening government accountability, ransparency and adherence to the rule of law,

l-17) Believing funhermore that the new digital communication tools, notably the lnternet, can
constitute powerful tools likely to facilitate the exercise of freedom of expression, access to information,
transparency and diversity of opinions in the information society,

(18) Recognizing the imPortance of freedom of expression and access to information in a democratic
society for ensuring accountability, checkinB corrupt practlces and enhancing good tovernance,

(19) Recognizing a/so that freedom of expression should not be used to spread or promote hatred
incitint to discrimination, hostility or violence,

(20) Convinced that the protection of journalists' sources is an indispensable condition of press
freedom,

(21) Expressing concern tltat in some pal.E of the world, citizens are not sufficiently informed about
their righE to freedom of expression and of access to information,

123) Expressing fufther concern that in some parts of the world illiteracy may affect citizens' ability to
exercise their right to access informatjon and freedom of expression,

(21) Urging 8overnments to inform their citizens of their legal righa, including freedom of expression
and access to informatjon,

(25) Considering that education and literaq are crucial to the full enjoyment of access to information
righs,

v

(26) Concemed, however, that computer svstems and new digital communication tools can be
misused or abused to spread child pornography and racist or xenophobic propaganda,

127) Convinced of the need to strike a balance between freedom of expression, on the one hand, and
the fight against incitement to hatred, on the other,

.l

(28) Convinced of the need to cleady define the law,ful limir to freedom of expression that are
necessary and proportionate in any democratic society,

129) Aware that aPProPriate measures should be taken, especially in the new information and
communication environment to protect minors from the harmful effecs of content and behaviour likely to
affect their well-being negatively,

(30) Concerned about the widening digital divide between developing and developed countries,
which impedes equal enjoyment of freedom of expression and the right to information by alt peopte,

(31) Aware that people's right to access information is more relevant today than ever, as modern
democracy embraces a wider and more direct concept of accountability,

T

T
4r

(22) Expressing concern that denial of access to information on maEe6 of public concern remains
widespread in many government bureaucracies,
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Be/ieves that freedom of expression and access to information are fundamental to a democratic

society;

Welcomesthe expansion among States of freedom of information rights;

Welcomes the adoption and modernization of righs-based access to information legislation

throughout the world;

Welcomes a/so the efforts of international institutions and organizations aimed at protecting

freedom of expression and the right to information;

Encourages those Parliaments that have not already done so to enact freedom of information

teeislatjon at the earliest "PP"n';;:;; 
;; d;;;;;"t the need {or the parliame'ns of Sutes that

:::#ffi;;ui;l r"g,r rtj'"*o'i'in- pittt to 
"ntu* 

drat it is implemented effectivelv;

Ca/ls on parliaments to enact laws that ensure resPect for intellectual pluralism;

Urpes oarliaments to adoPt the legislative measures needed to criminalize the dissemination or

*?i.i",." of child pornography through any medium;

/nvitesparliamentstotakeleSislatlveactjontoProtectjournalisEfrombeingcompelledtoreveal
their sources;

Condemns restrictions imposed on, violence suffered by' victimization and even assassination of

members of parliament, l"urntri'tr t"J ttft"' opinion #apers in exercising the ritht of freedom

of expression;

Urges parliamens to ensure that only those restrictions on lreedom of expression that are

absolutely necessary to p'"t"" i? n"g;i oi-o'i"" "^J 
p't'ided for by law are allowed' and that

any retulatory retime oPerates in this context;

Recognizes that freedom of expression and access to informaUon may need to be restricted in

.^." 
-of *u, or other serious *'"'i i" p'Ufit security' but streses that such restricdons outht to

ha <trirtlv limited in ,.or" ,no"iurLi'o"-Uy i"gi'f"tio" that is ProPortionate to its purPose and

i,i"i" ,t p[r"""tion ii subjea ro independent judicial ovecithu

Expresses its concern that the concentration of media ownership will lead to the marginalization

of the right to 
"rpr"r, 

,ntonutntional views or views tltat are not in the mainstream;

lnvites those parliaments *lat have not already done so.to pass laws to suarantee the plurality of

media, including puutic-inte'u'i a'nJ-i"tt'iity broadcasien' as beini essential to freedom of

exoression; furthermore a'l' " 
pttr"rn""o io't"tUo arbitrarv sanctions by the State on the

media, press agencies and deir atents;

Eelieves $rat Plurality of media and Public'interest broadcasten should be encouraged by

p"rti"rn"ns as'being essential to freedom of expression;

Urses the media to exerctse their freedom of exPression judiciously in all 
'circumshnces'

;it;:,i",i;',d^s;J;;fli;;;";;-i;""'ism operationi and in other simirar situations;

. 8e/ieves in the imPortance of promoting a society in w!1ch a diversity of broadcasters'

oublishers, artists, and other persons or organizations can exercise their freedom of expression

ffi;ffi.i#iJ fV ""ii" *[i.f, the publi-c has access to a variety of oPinions, perspectives and

views;

. lnvites the Security Council to adopt a resolution recalling the scope of international

iu.lnitarian law for journalisE Present in conflict zones;
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Encourages patliaments to take effecTive rneasures Io naffow lhe digital divide, including.by
providing technical and financial asistance to developing countries and by strengthening
intenational cooperation in this field;

Urges the IPU to encourage the exchange of experiences and good practices in the development
of the right to freedom of information and to give technical support to parliaments wishing to
take action to enhance the exercise and enjoyment of the right to freedom of information;

Encourages the development of freedom of information beyond State actoB to encompass
significant private-sector companies and bod ies;

8e/ieves that whistleblowers should be protected by law, if acting in the public interesq

stresses that, in public administration, the basic principle should be in favour of transparency so
that disclosure is subjea only to narrowly defined rest ictions permissible only in the public
interest, or to protect the penonal data of individuals;

Urges parliamenB to eliminate the barriers to an effective freedom of information regime,
including, but not limited to, public awareness, sufficient resources, limiting excepdons, effective
guidelines, eliminatjon of delays and excessive fees, and an independent regulatory mechanism
to enforce compliance, and to encourage a culture of openness in the public service.

ly

'18. Further calls for parliamenE to participate actively in an international dialogue on the future
Eovernance of the lnternet to ensure that it constitutes a democratic medium of expression that
respects the letitimate rith6 of others, particularly in the framework of the UN Internet
Covernance Forum (lCF), and of emerging network linked to the ICF on the natjonal and
regional levels;

19. Ca//s on parliamenE to ensure that education is compulsory, free and equally available to boys
and girls until at least age 16 and that adult literacy and mastery of new information and
communication technologies become widespread practices;

20. Believes that freedom of informatjon is essential to full enjoyment of the right of freedom of
expression and meaningful participation in a democratic society;

21
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The meeting was also addressed by the President of the IPU lVr.

Gurirab and the president of the Assembly Mr. Toga. During this
session, the Gender Partnership Group outlined its activities which
included monitoring the level of women's participatlon in delegations
to IPU Assembly, examinlng the IPU budget from a gender
perspective and monitoring the situation of parliaments with no
women members.

The meeting was further briefed on IPU gender activities since the
118th IPU Assembly in Cape Town, It examined particular activities
related to eliminating violence against women and to achieving
Millennium Development Goal 4 and 5,

The meeting also noted that Millennium Development Goals had
sought to reduce poverty and halve the number of people earning
less than a dollar per day by the year 2015. Although these goals are
quite ambitious, they are not sufficient to elimlnate poverty
worldwide. Achievement of MDGs will therefore require inclusive and
sound governance, increased public investment in relevant core
sectors, economic growth, enhanced productive capacity and creation
of decent jobs among other factors.

It was further noted that bad leadership resulted in unnecessary
political conflicts which in turn lead to diversion of meager resources
meant to improve the lives of citizens and creating a better world for
them. Women Parliamentarians were therefore urged to be at the

(e) Meetinq of Women Parliamentarians
Hon. Dr. Joyce Laboso, MP.

Hon. Dr. Abdi Nassir Nuh., MP.

Women Parliamentarians held their 14th meeting on 5th April 2009
bringing together 107 women and five men from 78 parliaments. The
meeting was chaired by Ms. P. Cayetano (Philipplnes), President of
the Coordinating Committee of Women Parliamentarians. Ms. S.

Minale, Deputy Speaker of the House of Peoples' Representatives of
Ethiopia was elected President of the meeting.

l1
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forefront of preaching peace and fostering all forms of peace
initiatives in their countries.

Future Meetinqs

1. The 121't Assembly and Related Meetings will be held in
Geneva between 19th and 21"t October 2009.

2. The 122nd Assembly and Related Meetings- Bangkok,
Thailand between 21"t March and 1't April 2O10.

3. The 124th Assembly and Related Meetings-Panama City,
Panama.

Iti
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EMERGENCY ITE'VT

THE ROLE OF PARLIAMENTS IN MITICATING THE SOCIAT AND POLITICAL IMPACT OF THE

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC AND TINANCIAL CRISIS ON THE MOST VUTNERABLE

SECTORS OF THE CLOBAL COMMUNITY, ESPECIALLY IN ATRICA

Resolution adopted unanimously by the 1zob tPtJ Assembly
(Addis Ababa, 10 April 2009)

I

)

The 1206 ,tssembly of the lnter-Parliamentary Union,

(1) Considering rhe consequences ofthe global financial crisis and its adverse imPacE on the global

economy, in particular in developing natjons,

12)Concerned$attheglobalfinancialcrisisisaffectlngdevelopedcountriesthrouth|owerexporE
and foreign earnings, reduced ava-ilabiliry and higher cost of credit, Iower levels of foreign dlrect investment

and foreign aid, and in other waYs,

(3) Mindfut ol the interdePendence of nationai economies and global economic systems'

(4) Deeply concerned about the adverse impact of the international economic and financial crisis

on the most vulnerable sectors of the global community; bearing in mind :.l,at the crisis has its orrtins in

developed countries, and that iE solutjon requires a broad international dialogue with the active Partjcipation

of all countries under United Nations auipices to hcilitate the thorough reconstuction of the global

intemational financial architecture, including by setting uP eariy waming systems,

(5) Noting drat the internatjonal economic and financial crisis necessitates dre redesign of current

development models to place the value of human life at the centre of *teir concerns,

(5) Recognzing fre need to establish a sable, fair and secure global economic system'

(7) Recal/ing the communiqud issued at the close of the C20 London Summit on 2 APril 2009' in

-hiah CZO leaders iledged to take measures to restore confidence, repair the financial system, promote

global trade and investrnlng and build an inclusive, green and sus6inable recovery, while at the same tjme

iecognizing their collective responsibiiity to mitigate the social imPact of the crisis,

(8) Recalling furthermore the commitment of the c2o states to achieve their respective official

development assistarice pledges, including commitmenb on aid for trade, debt relief and the Cleneagles

commitmenE, especially to sub-5aharan Af rica,

(9) Reca/iing that at the United Natjons lnternational Conference on Financlng for DeveloPment in

Monterrey in 2002, d-eveloped countries signed the Monterrey Consensus, which recognizes that a subsuntial

increase in ODA and other resources 
-wlll be required if developing counties are to-_achieve the

internationally agreed development goals, and urges developed counuies to make concrete efforts to reach

the target of 0.7 
-per 

cent of tross national product (CNP) as ODA to develoPing countries'

(10) Mindful thar, according to the united Nations, some of the most vulnerable sectors of society

worldwide are located in Africa, hJme to more than 920 million PeoPle, 60 Per cent of whom are aged

under 25, that about two fifths of this population live on less than U5$ 1 a day, that in sub-Saharan Africa

between 21 and 23 million people are infected with HIV and that each year there are.1 7, million new

infections, that infant mortality stands at 1 66 per 1,000 live births and that 90 Per cent of deaths caused by

malaria annually worldwide occur on the African contjnent,

(1 1) RecaJ/ing that it has been said at different multilateral forums that the treatest challenge facing

the world today f po-verty eradicatjon and that this challenge is all the greater as a result of the international

economic and financial crisis,

Atl
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!') . Recognizing that Progress .in both providint funding for and fulfilling the MillenniltnDevelopment coals (MDCs) and other internatJonaly agrJed deueiopment go"t, r"quir", 
-greater 

grob.r

i"Ilf;rlli,:h.X#:::fli:::::Tri::inr furf,fled, 
"nd"th,t 

th",u difficurti-es 
",u 

.o,poLini"J uy ,r,d

(13) Recognizing the valuable and little-known contribution of Africa to the development of culture,history and civilization,

(14) 
, . . Notlng the imPact of slavery and the forced removal of vital labour and natural resources thatwould have helped develop Africa,

(15) Notrng with concern that a grobar recovery wi, be derayed untir we, into 2o1o even if cquntriesadopt the correct policies lo fipht the rec-ession, and *!t *nite most low-income countries escaped the earlyphases of the global crisis, the/are now being hit hard,

(1 6). Recognizing that countries,. including 1 7 of the c20 countries that signed the November 2008pledte to avoid protectionist measures, have impLmented 47 measures that restril trade at the expense orother countries, and that every 1 per cent drop in global economic groMh could trap an adaitonallo mirtionpeople in poverty,

(17) . Considering the imPortance of parliament's role, in cooperation with the national governmengin uyinB to reduce the ne8ative impacts of the global financial crisis on the world,s rnort urin"r""bl", 
"na 

th"importance of cooperation between parliameni and governmenG to advance tr," 0"""'rop."ni-golk ,ut uythe international community,

(lq) 
- Bearing in mind the.shared and differentiated responsibilites of all countries to address theglobal financial crisis for humanitarian and otier reasons,

(1 9). welcoming the unanimous adoption by the I 1 96 rpu tusembry {ceneva, 20oB) of th€resolution entitJed "The role of parliamenE rn containing the global financial crisis and is 
"coro-lc 

,-p"a,both on developing and developed countries", which'carei on the coverninB Councir to oreanize aninternational parliamentary con{erence to examine tie causes and effecs olthe i"tE.lor".itr,i.'".r .**,
(20) Convinced that this Assembly is an opportunity to demonstrate solidarity wi-th African and otherdeveloping countries in the difficult situation they are .rrruritty f".ing,

'l ' Calls for urgent actlon by all parliaments to address the global financial crisis at the forthcomint
IPU Parliamenhry Conference on the clobal Economic Erisis scheduled for z and i i"y zoos,

2' Reafftrms iE full support for t'e June 2009 united Nabons ceneral Assembry high-lever
conference on the internauonal financial and economic crisis and its impact on developmeng
and uges the IPU to convey to the President of the united Nations ceneral asseibly ure tope
that the conference will devote particular emphasis to the most vulnerable sectors of'th" globrl
community, paying special attentjon to the African continent in light of its particular needs;

3' Calls on the parliamenE and governments of the world to consider the eradication of poverty
and social injustice and its rooi causes in Africa and other developing corntrio "i. irioriay, ,no
to implement actjons to deal effectively with them;

4 ' Urges ParliamenE to exPlore wa)4 to mititate the social, political and economic effect of the
global financial crisis, partJcularly on develJping nations;

5 Ca//s on parliamenb to ensure effective governance of financial systems, including regulatory
measures, in order to avoid future financial crises and provide accounubility;

6 urges the governmen-E of deveroped nations to assume appropriate responsibirity to herp
remedy the negative effects on developing countries of the gloL"t nn"ncirt ;il..- - ', '
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