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I
c'l lAt RPIittsoN's t'oR t,twolil)

The petition was tabled before the I louse by Hon. lrrancis Mwangangi, MP on behall of the

petitioners. This is in accordance with the provisions of Standing Order No. 225 (2) (a). The
petition requests the National Assembly through the departmental Committee on Environment
and natural resources intervenes to prevent l'urlher discharge of effluent from the industries and

have the river cleaned up and ensures that those rcsponsible for the pollution are held

accountable.

In considering the petition, the Committee held meetings with the Hon. Francis Mwangangi,
MP, who appeared on behalf of the petitioners, and the Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of
Environment and Natural l{esources. T'he meetings were aimed at inquiring into the issues raised

in the petition.

The Committee established that there was major pollution in river Athi putting the communities
living around the river at risk from diseases. 'l'he problem needs an urgent intervention by

relevant govemment agencies. The Committee recomnrcnds that the Ministry of Environment and

Natural Resources, through the National Environnrcnt and Management Authority, should

urgently identify and compel all industries along thc River Athi and on the upstream to stop the

dumping olamuent and other waste in to the rivcr.

The Committee appreciates the assislance provided by thc Oflicc ofthe Speaker and the Clerk ol
the National Assembly that enabled it to dischargc its lirnctions in considering the petition.

On bchalf ol the Comnrittee, and pursuarrt to Standing Order,227 it is my duty to table on the

Floor of the l-louse the Report of the Con.rmittee on the petition.

Ilon. Amina Abdalla, (llis, MP
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'fhis report has considered and rcsponded to the prayers sought by residents of Yatta

Constituency in a petition regarding pollution in River Athi.'Ihe Committee established that the

prayers pursued by the petitioners wcre reasonable given that there is evidence of pollution in
river Athi water. 'fhe report entails presentations by the Petitioners, llon. Francis Mwangangi,

M.P and Cabinet Secretary for the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources. The

Committee also carried out a field visit to River Athi and also held a public hearing forum where

it received evidence from the rcsidents.

l-he Committee established that therc was major pollution in rivcr Athi putting the communities

living around the river at risk tionr diseases. The problem needs an urgent intervention by

relevant govemment agencies. 'l'hc Conrmittee also established that the Ministry of Environment

and Natural Resources Developed and initiated implementation of Athi-Sabaki River pollution &
control stralegy in 2015. The stratcgy is heing inrplemenled in sevcn (7) Counties that are within

rhe river catchment: that is Nairobi. Kiarnbu. Machakos, Kitui. Makueni. 'l'aita'faveta and Kilifi.
From the Committee's investigalions. the strategy is yel lo yield any results.

The Committee recommends that tho Ministry ol' I;lnvironnrcnt and Natural Resources, through

the National Environment and Managcmcnt nuthori(y, shoulcl ulgently identify and compel all

industries along thc Rivcr nthi and on the upstreanr to stop the dumping of elfluent and other

wastc in to thc river. The culprits should bc compclled kr clcan up the river as provided for in the

Ilnvironnrental Managenlent and Coordination Act. 1999. lrurther. thc operating licences tbr the

induslrics lound rcsponsiblc for the pollution should bc withdrawn until thcy nleet thc required

standards oloperations. ["urthcr, companics that contitruc polluling should be prosecuted.

()

II,XEC] T]TIVIi SI.J M MA ITY



MANt)A'rU OF TrrE C]OMMtTt'lit,l

-l'he 
Departmental Committee on Environment and Natural Resources is established undcr the

National Assembly Standing Orders No.2l6(l).'fhe functions and mandate of the Committee
are also contained under the National Assembly Standing Orders, No. 216(5) as:-

a) Investigate, inquire into, and report on all matters relating to the mandate,

management, activities, administration, operations and estimates of the assigned

Ministries and departments;

b) Study the program and policy objectives ol'the Ministries and departmenls and the

eflectiveness of the implementation;
c) Study and review all legislation referred to it;
d) Study, access and analyze the relativc success of the Ministries and Departments as

measured by the results obtained as compared with its stated objectives;

e) Investigate and inquire into all matters relating to the assigned Ministries and

departments as they may deem necessary, and as may be referred to them by the

House:

t) Vet and report on all appointments where the constitution or any law requires the

National Assembly to approve, cxcept those under Standing Order 204; and

g) Make reports and recommendations to the Ilouse as often as possible, including
recommendation of proposed legislation.

'l hc subiect matter of the Departrnental C'ommittee on Flnvironment and Natural Resources arc

stated in the Second Schedule olthe National Asscn.rbly Standing Orders No. 216 (f) as Ibllows:
climate change, environment management and conservation, forestry, water resource
managenrent. wildlife. mining and natural resources. pollution and waste management.

OVERSIGHT
In executing its mandate, the Committee ovcrsees the following Govemment Ministries and

Departments namely:-

The State dcpartment fbr Watcr Scrvices;

The State Department ol' I invironnrcnt;
The Statc Departnrcnt lor Natural liesources; and
'Ihe Ministry of Mining

I.

ii.
iii.
iv.
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Ivt I,tM lilitts oF l'H Ii coMMll"l'llli

'l'he Commitlee comprises of the lbllowing Mcmbers:

l. Ilon. Amina Abdalla, CBS, M.P - Chairperson
2. llon. Alexander. K. Kosgey, M.P. - Vice Chairperson

3. Ilon. Alice Ng'ang'a, M.P.
4. Ilon. Ndiritu Samuel Mathenge, M.P.

5. Hon. Richard Makenga, M.P.

6. Ilon. Dr. Ejidius Njogu Barua. M.P.

7. Ilon. Jude Niomo, M.P.

8. Hon. Moitalel Ole Kenta. M.P.

9. l{on. KathuriMurungi. M.l).
10. Hon. Sunieev Kaur Birdi. M.l'j.

I l. tlon. Rop Jackson Kipkorir. M.P.

12. I{on. Abdinoor Mohamed Ali. M.l'.
13.I{on. Ilmanikor Joyce Akai, M.I'].

14. tlon. I"arah Abdulaziz Ali. M.P.

I 5. llon.'l'onui.Ronald Kiproticli.M.P.
16. I-lon. (Dr.) Wanyonyi Reginalda N. M.['.
17. Ilon. Irea Gideon Mwiti, M.P.

18. IIon. Dukicha Ilassan Abdi, M.l).

19. I Ion. Ganya Francis Chachu. M.l).

20. Ilon. Wandayi James Opiyo. M.P

2l . I lon. Geni Charles Mongare. M.l'.
22.Hon. (Dr.) Ottichilo Wilber Khasilwa, M.P.

23. I lon. Joyce Lay, M.P.

24. tJon. Ogalo George Oner, M.P.

25. llon. (Maior) Muluvi Marcus Mutua, M.P.

26. Ilon. Mohanred Diriye Abdullahi, M.P.

27. I lon. Pete r Kinyua. MP.

28. Ilon. Shukran Hussein (iurc. M.l'
29. Uon. Zuleikha Hassan .lunra. M.l)
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Second Clcrk Assistant
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Fiscal Analyst III

Tracy Chcbct Koskei

IIassan A. Arale
Ronald Walala

Ahrned Hassan Odhowa

Anrran Yunis

Ms.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.

l,tsl' ()t- RIi('oM MI.t,NI)ATIONS

The Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources through the National Environment and

Management Authority should urgcntly identify and compel all industries along the river
Athi and on the upstream to stop the dumping oleffluent and other waste in to the river. The
culprits should be compelled to clean up the river as provided for in the Environmental
Management and Coordination Act, 1999;

2. The opcrating licences for the industrics lbund rcsponsible lbr the pollution should be

withdrawn until they meet the required standards ol operations. Further, companies that
continue polluting should be prosecuted;

3. The Ministry of Environment and Natural Resource's should come up with a long-term
strategy to restore and rehabilitate River Athi in ordcr to ensure the source of water fbr the
proposed Kshs. 50 billion l'hwake Dant Projcct is of good quality. The strategy should be

cross-county since there are many counties within the river's catchment area; and,

4. 'l'he National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) has structural problems as it
dcpends on lead agencies and there is therelore need to amend the Environmental
Management and Coordination Act. 1999 in order to give NL,MA more muscle to punish
agencies that do n01 comply with environment laws.
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I .0 I ntroduction

The Hon. Francis Mwangangi. M.P, the Member for Yatta Constituency presented the petition

on behalf of the residents of Yatta Constituency on thc pollution oi River Athi and drew the

attention of the House as to the following:
l. Article 42 ol the constitution accords cvcry person the right to a clean and healthy

environment;

2. River Athi is an important source of water lor residents of Kajiado, Nairobi, Machakos,

Kitui and Makueni Counties;

3. The residents ofthese Counties utilizc the river water not only for domestic use but also

for inigation;
4. Industries and other entities surrounding the river have been discharging eflluent to the

river thus polluting and rendering it a health hazard:

5. The continued discharge of effluent to thc river poses a threat to the health of the

residents in the surrounding areas;

Therefore the Petitioners prayed that. the National Assembly, though the Departmental

Committee on Environment and Natural Resources:

I. Inlervenes to prevent further- discharge of aflluent from industries and have the River

clealed up; and

II. Ensure lhat those responsible for the polltrtion are held accountable.

2.0llvidcncc

I-laving been seized of the Petition. the Conrmittce conrmenced its consideration by meeling the

membcr who presented the petition. the Pctilioncrs and interested Members of the public on

various dates. During the meetings. written and oral evidence was adduced as recorded

hcreunder:-

2.1 Submission by Hon. I'rancis Mwangangi, M.l'

,

l()

'l'he Honourable Member lor Yatta (ionstitucncy appearing before the Commillee

informed the Members that River Athi conlributcs three quarlers of thc water supply of
(LJkambani) Eastem region. Furlher. thc Kshs. 50 billion-lhwake Dam which is undcr

construction is inlended to drarv its rvalcr tionr this river therefore the need to protect it

liom pollution. The pollution to Ilivcr Athi rvas fionr rvaste from houscholds. hospitals.

industries and road contractors working in the arca.



i 'I-he Flonourablc Merrber further infbrmed the committee that some observable

characteristics of the possible pollution included: The water has turned green in
appearance, large foam on the water in some parts that can be observed from far and also

there are reported cases ofcholera outbreak by thc residents using the water for domestic
purposes. He urged the committee to recommend measures to prevent the upstream from
polluting the river lor thc benefit ofthe dorvnstream users ofthe river water.

2.2 Submission by thc l'rincipal Sccrctary for the State Department for
Environmcnt, Ministry of linvironment and Natural Resources

The Principal Secretary lbr the State Department for Environment Mr. Charles Sunkuli, CBS
appeared before the Committee to respond to issues regarding the petition. Mr. Sunkuli
submitted the following, that:

Most of the industries/conrpanies and individuals within the Athi river catchment are

connected to the sewer linc, hence regulated by the Nairobi and Mavoko Water and

Sewerage conrpanies. As the lead agcncies in that particular aspect of environmcnlzrl

lnanagement, the lwo companies arc in a position to provide a list of all the companies

connected to their scwer lincs. Howcvcr, lor those not connected to the sewer line. NLIMA
regulates them through Flffluent Discharge License (liDL).

2. NEMA has held several meelings with thc watcr and sewerage companies and instituted

various enlbrcement actions including taking the Nairobi Water and Sewerage Company t<r

court for pollution of Nairobi River.'l-hese led to the fixing of major sewer bursts which were

discharging into the river at the globe cinema round about, the collapsed Ruai sewer trunk
line; major sewer expansion at Zimmerman and Kasarani area; expansion and dislodging of
Kenanie treatment works. Howcver, even with thesc improvements NEMA has continued to

receive complaints on sewer overflows which is an indication that the sewer line capacily

carmot handlc the amount ofsewcr, hence leading to lrequent sewer bursts and overflows.

3. NEMA was established in December,2003 and the Environmental (lmpact assessment and

Audit) Regulations, 2003 came into fbrce in 2004. Projects which existed before 2004,
including factories along Athi River were required to submit Initial Environmental Audit
Reports by the cnd of the year 2005. Projects that were proposed after coming into lorce o1'

the Environmental lmpact Assessment/Audit Regulations, 2003, were required to conducl

Environmental lmpact Assessment (EIA) lor licensing by NIMA prior to commencement of
the proposed developments.

I
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4. 11 was therefore NEMA's position that the lhcilities along Athi River submitted Initial

Environmental Audit Reports and I:lA rcports for review and approval. To ensure continuous

monitoring, these regulated lacilities have also been submitting Annual Environmental Audit

Reports, obtaining eflluent dischargc licenses and obtaining waste managemenl licenses.

5. NEMA has periodically been conducting on-site inspections lo ensure compliance with the

set standards. Ihe Principal Secretary confirmed that NEMA acts swiftly to any reported

cases of environmental pollution to ensure that the integrity of the environment is

maintained.

6. ln order to protect and conservc [liver Athi, the Ministry has undertaken the following

through NEMA:
a) Developed and initiated irnplcmentation ofAthi-Sabaki River pollution & control

strategy in 2015. 'fhe strategy is being inrplemented in seven (7) Counties that are

within the river catchmcnt; that is Nairobi, Kiambu, Machakos, Kitui, Makueni,

Taita Taveta and Kilill. The in:plemcntation of this strategy is spearheaded by

NEMA County Directors r-rf Enviromrent in their respective Counties working

with lhe relevant stakeholdcrs such as WRMA and the County Govemments

among others. I'he implcmentation of the strategy started in 201412015 Financial

year and is ongoing.

b) lnvcnlory and rnapping ol'illegal eflluent discharges into the Athi-Sabaki Rivers

of which NEMA has identified and mapped 98 itlegal discharge points into

Nairobi River. 'l'he discharges are liom scwer lines, residential houses, dump

sites, garages, car wash areas and inlormal setllements. lt was noted that 57 out of
98 illegal dischargc points wcre fiom sewerage. NEMA issued inrprovement

notices to the point source pollutants and corrective measures were put in place ttr

stop the discharges such as those from thc University of Nairobi at the Chiromo

round-about and. thc Nairobi Water and Sewerage Company among others. This

is an ongoing proccss and will conlinue in the current financial year.

c) Implenrentation of a Cleaner Produclion Program. which is a major inlervention

being undertakcn by NIIMA in partnership with the Kenya National Cleancr

Production (KNCP) to assist companies k) comply with environmental legislation.

Undcr thc proS,rammc nrany industries have put in place inlerventions to stop

illegal discharges and ernissions to the lrnvironnlent. 'lhe intervention is being

implementcd in thrce regions of thc I-ake Victoria Basin. Nairobi Region and

Coast Rcgion.

'Ihe Nairobi rcgion program started in April 2014 and the lirsl phase has

accomplished the lollowing:

ll
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(i) GIS mapping of 28 industries that have a direcl or indirect pollution
impact on the Nairobi River Elasin.

(ii) Sampled waste water from the 28 mapped industries before and after
treatment for analysis on the levels of pollution.

(iii) Training workshop for representatives lrom the 28 mapped industries in
preparation lor the in-plant assessment.

(iv) In-plant assessments fbr nine (9) industries have been done and measures

for efficiency and source reduction of waste put in place. NEMA
intervened to have Kenanie waler treatment plant (EPZ) in Machakos

County undergo disludging and is currently being upgraded to manage the

increased effl uent volumes.

(v) Industries in the upper catchmcnt area of Nairobi, Kiambu and Machakos

are subjected to close monitoring through the compliance assistance

programme. Furthcr, other industries under the program have reduced

discharges and emissions to the environment at dilferent scales.

d) The Ministry though NEMA in collaboration with the World Student Community

for Sustainable Development Kenya (WSCSD - Kenya) and support from various

stakeholders, have partnered to implement the 'Adopt-a-River Initiative'. I'his
entails students from universities, colleges, secondary school, and community
youth groups in the upper catchment of Nairobi River monitoring the health of
rivers. The projeot's overall objective is to strengthen the link between teaching

and sustainability challenges in the real world.

Specifically, the project aims to achieve the ibllowing:-
(i) Strengthen monitoring ofthe River Basin streams by local stakeholders,

(ii) Steer restoration of polluted streams within the River Basin to make them
more clean and healthy, and

(iii) Create awarcness among the young on the effects of human activities on

the water bodies lor sustainable development.

7. 1'o compliment the work being done by NIJMA on river Athi, the Water Resources

Management Authority (WIIMA) has underlaken a number of interventions including thc

following:-
(i) Implementation of Effluent Discharge Control Plans (ECDPs). There are currently two

court cases against thc Export Processing Zor.re; and the Agrochemical and Food

Company for pollution of the Athi and Nyando Rivers respectively. tn 2014/15,

the improvcment in compliance ratc to thc FICDPs was I 1.6% against a targct ol

l3



l2%t The target for 2015116 was to improve the compliance rale by a further

20%.

(ii) Pollution surveys: WRMA has ournulatively caried out 3l pollution surveys 10 date.

(iii) River clean-ups in which the target is to undertake at least one clean-up per region per

year and encourage othcl stakeholders such as the WRUAs to sustain the clean

ups. To date,clean ups have been undertaken in some rivers which include Kiu
(Kiambu), Gatharaine (Kiambu), Machinjoni (Trans-Nzoia), Kisat (Kisumu),

Migori, Athi River at lourtcen falls (Kiambu and Machakos), Lwatingu
(Kakamega), and lwakhakha (Bungoma).

(iv) I'he Athi River Restoration Programme was initiated in 2015. Planned sub-programmes

will be implemented as soon as budgets are secured

(v) Water Quality Monitoring and assessments in which a total of 264 surface water and 149

ground water monitoring stations have been established countrywidc to monitor

trends in water quality and impacts ol'maLnagement measures taken.

(vi) Improvements of the sewcrage infiastructure in the city are being undertaken by the

Nairobi City Water and Scwerage Clompany with support from AfD. Earmarked

interventions include expanding trunk lines, reliculations and rehabilitating the

Kariobangi and Ruai treatment plants. In addition, the Water Services Trust Fund

is already providing water and sanitation services in informal settlements.

8. Other mcasures pul in place includc thc lbllowing:-
o NEMA has established specific contacts at thc Nairobi City County and thc Nairobi City

Water and Sewerage Company whcrc the Authority refers illegal dumpsites and

dischargcs respectively fol quick altention.

o Create public awareness on 1hc ncccssity ol'embracing a paradigm shift in the way we

carry out development lbr the bcnefit ol'all, including the environment.

o Established a river resloration comnrittee al the national level. 
-fhis committee comprises

Instilutions whose nrandatcs touch on rivcr conservation. The Ministry intends to
cstablish similar conrnrittecs al thc C'ounty lcvcl. The National committee will guidc the

policies on the conservalion ol'rivcrs whercas the committees at the County will
implement conservation progranrs at thc County lcvel.

o 'l'he Ministry has alrcady' appointed County Directors of Environment NfiMA) Ibr all the

47 Counties. Part oftheir work is to ensurc tliat the programmes being undertaken at the

Ciounty level are complemcntar.v to those bcing undertaken at the National level.

r l'he 47 Counties are in thc process ol' fbrming the County Bnvironment Clomrnittee

(CEC) as per EMCA in collabolation with NI"IMA. The CtlC is rcsponsible for the

proper management of the crrvironnrcnt within thc County fbr which it is appointed and

l-1



development of County Strategic [nvironmental Action plan every five years. Marsabit,
Kajiado and Embu Clounties have already gaz,?.etled their County Environment
Committees. Olher Counties are at vari0us stagcs of Ibrming their committees.

9. NEMA faces various challenges in cxecuting its mandate. lhey include the following:-
(i) lnadequate financial resources to enable it undertake scnsitization and enforcement of

environmental laws.

(ii) Inadequate human resources lbr enforcemcnt ol' environmental laws. In compliance with
the Constitution of Kenya. 201 0, NEMA has established 47 County offices.
However, most of the Counties have two or three officers who are not able to

attend to all the environmental issues within thc vast Counties.

(iii)Lack of political good will in compliance to environmental laws.

(iv)Lack of comprehensive spatial planning including inadequate infrastructure which is

further complicated by piecemeal change of uscrs.

(v) Widespread informal setllements which are a major source of pollution to water bodies.

In some of them, sewer lines havc been punctured for agricultural use leading to
overflow ol sewage to the environment.

2.3 Field Visit to Athi River

The Committee carried out a field visit to Athi Rivcr on l8rr' November 2Ol6 and received the
following submissions:

,{. KITHIANI-KAI}AA A'I'III I]IiIIX;I

l. Mr. Obcdi Musau- l{etircd l'olicc Officcr:rnd Arca llcsident

N4r. Obedi inforrned the Corlnritlcc thal the watcr lionr the river was causing crops to dry
up and therelore lamrers could not use it lirl irligation. 'l'he pollution of this rivcr is well
known by the l)ublic I lcalth Of flcets, Mcmhcls ol' Parliament yet no aclion had been

taken to correct the siluation though thc- rcsidcnts expcct change now that the Comn.rittee

on Environrrent and Natulal Resourccs ol'tlrr: Natiorral Assenrbly has taken up the
mattcr. 'l he residents are hopclirl thcrc will bc a solution but lreanwhile thcy need

boreholes dug 1br the conrrnunitics liv ing along tlrc rivcr lirr thcir dorr.rcstic use.

2. Mr. l{obcrt ()rina-Nalional linvironnrent Managcrtrcnt Authoritr'()lficer

l5



Mr. Orina subrnitted lo lhe mcrnbors that. the problem of pollution starts from the

upstream Counties like Nairobi Counly since there are inlbrmal settlements next lo rivers.

industries sewer lines bursl from timc to time and digging of toilets near the rivers. All

the above happens with the political support of the members of the County Assembly

who facilitate the resistance ol' thosc living along lhe river banks. The Govemment

should implemenl the river Athi-Sabaki strategy.

3. Mr. Eric Akotsi-Director for Environmcnt, Ministry of Environment and Natural

Resources

Mr. Akotsi suggested thc cleaning of river n thi to slart fronr the urban centers since they

are number one polluters of thc river.

4. Hon. Vincent Musyoka, M.P
The Honorable Member subrnitted that {armers in Kabaa have a lot of problems hence

affecting the farming practices which resulted to hunger and therefore urged the

Committee to provide both short and long term solutions.

The industries are polluting the river through dumping of their waste in the river and

therefore the Committee should recommcnd heavy fincs for any culprits found and they

be compelled to clean the pollutcd river.

5. Mr. Patrick Luka-Farmer In Kibwezi
[{e informed the commiltce that, crops dry up aftcr using thc river water fbr inigation

and requested tlic comntittec to usc all the nccessary legislative powers to stop the

dumping of'wastc in thc rivcr'.

6. Ms. Benina Mweu: Community Hcalth Workor
Ms. Mwcu submittcd that alicr consuntption ol'thc watcr children lall sick and upon

testing a1 hcalth oenlers and hospitals tlrcir laboratory results indicalc the prcscnce of
1'yphoid and Arnocba. l-hc childrcn liorn the arca also sulfcr lionl skin discascs. 'lhe

residents irlso rcportctl llsh in thc river dving.

7. Pastor Muthoka
'Ihe conrmunitics around thc river work vcry hard to clcan and conscrvc it in ordcr to add

value to the rcsources along thc rivcr anel thcrcli;rc the authoritics conccrncd should stop

the sewerage and othcr waslc lirrnt bcing dunrpcd. A clean rivcr is good lbr thc sal'ety ol'

the people as wcll as lhc rvildlil'c dcpcntling on tl)c river watcr.
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B. l'ublic Hearing Forum at Katangi

A public lrearing lorum was held at the Assistant County Commissioner's Office in

Katangi. The Committee received subnrissions lionr the following:

l. Mr. James Mwangangi
Mr. Mwangangi stated that thc river serves many Counties and the medical waste

which was removed from the river and showed 1o the members by the resident's

was evidence enough of the ongoing waste dumping. F'urther, Thwake Dam

which draws its waler from this river is part of the vision 2030 of the development

agenda ol'the Country which is unlikely to bc realized if the pollution of the river

continues.

2. Mr. Mbithi Mule
He also reiterated that due to the contanillation of river water caused by the waste

disposal crops are dying up with usage olthe river water for crop irrigation'

3. Pastor Bcnjamin Kikuvi
IIe said thal for the last 20 years he had been using this river for domestic

purposes and it is painful to sec even the llsh thal lives in the river are dying. I-le

subn.ritted that it is hard lor thc residenls to drink its water however they have no

options as they cannot affilrd bottled.

5. Ms. I.lorencc Nguma

Ms. Nguma thanked the I lon. Mwangangi for taking the Petition to the National

Assembly on their behall'and corrfinned that the water turns green with the most

altected being the women since even their new bom can be bathed with this

waler. Currently the boreholes arc their sourcc of water but the river is the only

reliable sourcc hence the need to clean the pollution as a permanent solution.

t7

4. Mr. KalunduMwindi
He assured tl.re Membcrs that, the pollution they had seen at the river was also

happening in Yatta and othcr parls likc Mwala and therelore r.rrged the members

to intgrvene and assist the community.



The month ol August is the worst due to the drought and the river is the only
source of water lbr animals. Ilowcver animals usually die after drinking the w.ater.

6. Ms, Bctty Wambua

Ms. Wambua informed the meeting that the communities living around the river
need more earlh dams and borc holes to adequately meel the water needs of the
community. She submi ed the situation was really bad for mothers with very
young children as they were lbrccd to use the polluted from the river which is
harmful.

I;urther, shc inforrncd the nteeling that even hospitals do no1 have other sources of
water and patients were ollen asked to buy water for their own use while in
hospitals.

7. Ms. Charity Clhepkonga- I)ircctor of Administration at the Ministry of
Environmcnt And Nalural l{csources

Ms. C'lrcpkonga inlirrrrrccl thc ntecting tlial thc National Ilnvironment Management
Authority had launchcd a Rapid llesults initiativc lor solid waste Management. T'he

100 day initiativc will stlivc to achicvc thc lirllowing oulcomes:

(i) Enhanoe public awareness:

(ii) Undertakc.ioint survcillancc/ inspcctions with rclevant regulators, Lead agencies
and stakeholders who includc Counties, among olhers;

(iii) Increasc wastc Managcmcnt rcccptaclcs in public places;
(iv) linhance colnpliancc pron]()(ion:
(v) Enlorce laws on cornpliancc irr wostc nlirnirgcnlcnt:
(vi) Recognize best practices iu wastc nranagentcntl
(vii) Engage stakcholdcrs on lhc intplemcntation of the National solid waste

Management Strategy.

Ms. Chepkonga lurther submitted that thc Ministry ol'Environmenl and Natural Resources was
aware of the problem of pollution in Rivcr n thi and was r.vorking on a major clean- up
programme for thc river.

l8



3.0 Findings

The Committee established the following in its investigation;

l. The Athi River is a source of livelihood to the communities living around it, however
relevant govemment agencies/ authorities are not protecting the river;

2. There was major pollution in river Athi putling the cornmunities living around the river at
risk from diseases. 1'he problem needs an urgent inlervcntion lrom the goverrrment;

3. River Athi is the source of waler for the Kshs. 50 billion'l hwake Dam project;

4. The Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources Developed and initiated
implementation of Athi-Sabaki River pollution & control strategy in 2015. The strategy is
being implemented in seven (7) counties thal are within the river catchment; thar is
Nairobi, Kiambu, Machakos, Kitui, Makueni, Taita'I aveta and Kilifi. From the
Committee's investigations, the strategy is yet to yield any results;

5. The National Environment Management Authority is the agency mandated with
Environment protection, despite the launch ofthe Rapid Results Initiative on solid waste
Management its impact is yet to be feltt and,

6. The Submission made by tlre Principal secretary was inaccurate, incoherent and was
scapegoating on the effectiveness of NEMA.

l9



4.0 Recommendations

The Committee makes lhe following reconrnrcndations

1. The Ministry of Environn.rent and Natural Resources througlr the National Environment and

Management Authority should urgently identily and compel all industriss along the rivcr

Athi and on the upstream to slop the durnping of eflluent and other waste in to the river. The

culprits should be compcllcd to clean up thc river as provided for in the Environmental

Managcment and Coordination Act. I 9991

2. The operating licences fbr the industrics iound rcsponsible ibr the pollulion should be

withdrawn until they meet the requircd standards of operations. Further, companies that

continue polluting should be prosecuted;

3. The Ministry of Environnrcnt and Natural Resources should come up with a long-term

strategy to restore and rehabilitate River Athi in order to cnsure the source ol water for the

proposed Kshs. 50 billion l'hrvake Danr Pr<rject is ol good quality. The strategy should be

cross-counly since there arc many counties rvithin thc rivsr's catchment arca: and,

4. 'Ihe National Environmenl Managemenl Authority (NEM^ ) has structural problems as it
depcnds on lead agencics and therc is therefore nced 1o amend the l:]nvironmental

Management and coordination Act. 1999 in order kr givc NI]MA more muscle to punish

agencies that do nol comply with environmcnl laws.

filo'lrtSigned ...1)atc

Hon. Antina Abdalla, (llls, MP

Chairperson, Departmcntal ('ommittcc on linvironment antl Natural Resources

l0
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DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

ADOPTION LIST OF THE REPORT ON THE PETITION BY HON FRANCIS
MWANGANGI M.P ON BEHALF OF RESIDENTS OF YATTA CONSTITUENCY

1 Hon. Abdalla, Amina,CBS, MP-CHAIRPERSON {W"J>
2 Hon. Alexander Kosgey, MP

Vice Chai erson
v'

3 Hon. Dukicha, Hassan Abdi,MP

4 Hon. Emanikor, Joyce Akai, l\4P

5 Hon.Ganya, Francis Chachu, MP

5 Hon. Geni, Charles Mongare,MP

7

8

9

Hon. Gure, Shukran Hussein, MP

Hon. Ole Kenta, Richard l/oitalel, MP

Hon. l\ilohamed, Diriye Abdullahi, MP

(

10 Hon. Murungi, Kathuri, MP

11 Hon. Ogalo, George Oner, MP

13 Hon. Tonui, Ronald Kiprotich, MP

14 Hon. Dr. Wanyonyi, Reginalda N, MP

15

16

17

Hon. Farah, Abdulaziz AIi, MP

Hon. Barua, Ejidius Nlogu, [/P

Hon. lrea, Gideon li/witi MP
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19

Hon. Muluvi, i,4arcus l\,,lutua, MP

Hon. Opiyo wandayi, MP

20 Hon. Ndiritu, Samuel Mathenge, MP

REGADING POLLUTION OF RIVER ARTHI
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12 Hon. Sunjeev Kour Birdi, MP
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ANNEXES B. PETITION
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MEMO
TO

FROM

DATE

SUBJECT

DI RECTOR, COMMIfi EE SERVICES

SENIOR CLERK ASSISTANT

I5TH JUNE, 2OI5

PUBLIC PETITION

The above-mentioned subject matter refers.

On Wednesday, l5th June, 2016, the Member for Yatta Constituency, Hon.
Francis Mwangangi, MP on behalf of the residents of Yatta Constituency
presented a Petition regarding pollution in River Athi.

Enclosed herewith, please find the Petition for your action.

Nln""J
Rachel Kairu

Copy to: Clerk of the National Assembly

Director, Legislative and Procedural Services

Chair, Departmental Committee on Environment and Natural
Resources

Encl.

(-rl L.'1.;c '

["
(

Ct. (

' [+r
t,

)

- 

' :,'' :' ':- l-,-.---

Directorate of Legislative and Procedural

Services
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REPUBLIC OF I(ENYA

6 THE NATIONAIASSEMBLY

ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT
(FOURTH SESSTON)

PUBLIC PE]'ITION

BY RESIDENTS OF YATTA CONSTITUENCY REGARDING POLLUTION
IN RIVERATHI

I, the undersigned, on behalf of the residents of Yatta Constituency,

DRAW the attention of the House to the following:-

L THAT, Arucle 42 of the Constitution accords every person the
right to a clean and healthy environment;

II. THAT, River Adri is an important source of warer for residents of
I(ajiado, Nair-obi, Machakos, Iitui and Makueni Counries;

I]I THAT, dre residents of these counties utilize the river warer not
only for domestic use but also for irrigation;

IV. THAT, industr-ies and other entities surrounding the river have

been dischargrng effluent to dre River thus polluting and rendering it
a health hazard;

THAT, the continued discharge of effluent to the river poses a

threat to the health of the residenis in the sur-rounding areas;

I toI

V

Page 1 of 2
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BY RESIDENTS OF YATTA CONSTITUENCY REGARDING
POLLUTION INATHI RIVER

Vl. THAT, the issues in respect of which this Petition is made are nor
pending before any Court of Law, Constitutional or starutory body.

THEREFORE your humble petitioners pray that the National Assembly,
through the Departmental Comrnittee on Environment and Natural
Resources:

(i) Intervenes to prevent furthet dischatge of effluent from industries
and have the River cleaned up; and

(ri)Ensures that those responsible for the pollution 
^re held

accountable.

And your PETITIONERS will ever pray.

P ENTED BY

IIO .F CIS MW GI, MP

,)
//
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N{EMBER FOR YATTA CONSTITUENCY
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PUBLIC PETITION

BY AREA RESIDENTS REGARDING THE POLLUTION OF ATHI RIVER
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ANNEXES C- MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE



I . Hon. Abdalla Arnina, M. P. - Chairpcrson
2. Hon. Tonui Ronald Kiprotich. M.P
3. Hon. Dr. Wanyonyi Reginalda N. M.P.
4. Hon. Dr. Ottichillo K. Wilber, M.P.
5. Hon. Richard Makenga. M.P
6. Hon. Jude Njomo, M.P.
7. Hon. Wandayi James Opiyo, M.P.
8. Hon. Geni Charles Mong'arc, M.P.
9. Hon. Rop Jackson Kipkorir, M.P.
10. Hon. Sunjeev Kaur Birdi, M.P.
I l. Flon. Abdinoor Mohamrncd Ali, M.P.
12. Hon. Ndiritu Samuel Mathenge, M.P.
I 3. Flon. Peter Kinyua, M.P.
14. Hon. Ogalo George Oner, M.P.
15. FIon. [arah, Abdulaziz Ali, M.P.

16. Hon. Ole Kenta Richard Moitalel. M-tr.

Vicc ChairJrcrson

I 0. I lon. (iLrre Shuklan I Iusscin. M.[).
I l. I lon. Mohamed I)iri1,e Abdullahi. M.l'
Il. Hon. Lmanikor.lo-v-,ce, M.I).
I -1. I lon. Zulckha I lassan. M .l)

l. Hon. Alexander Kosgey. M.P.
2. Hon. Ganya Francis Chachu, M.P.
3. Hon. Kathuri Murungi, M.l>.
4. Hon. Muluvi Marcus Mutua. M.P

8. Hon. Irea Gideon Mwiti. M.l)
9. Hon. Joyce Lay, M.P

5. Hon. Dr. Barua Ejidius Njogu. M.P
(r. llon. Ng'ang'a Alicc Wanrbui, M.l'
7. Hon. l)ukicha Hassan Abdi. M.P.

I . Ms. I.'lorence Abonyo
2. Ms. I'racy Chebet Koskei
3. Mr. I lassan A. Arale

- I)irector Commiltec Services, National Assembly
- Clerk Assistant II
- Cllerk Assistant III

1
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MINUTES oF THE gIII CI'I'TING OF THE DEPARTMI.]NTAL COMMITTEE ON
BNVIRONME,NT AND NA'I'T]RAL RT'SOTJI{('ES, I{ELD ON FRIDAY ITTII
FEBRUARY,2017 AT 10.00 AM rN TMPERTAL rl!.l't'El-, KTStJMU CtTy

PRESENT

.\ l,( )t.()(; IIs

I N-A'I"I'EN I)ANCti - SI.]( ]IiE'I'AII.IAT



4. Mr. James Muguna
5. Mr. I-ilian Arnuga
6. Mr. Nickson Mutai
7. Mr. Mohamarned Said

- Research Officer Ill
- Public Commuuioation Assistant
- Audio Olficer
- Serjeant at Arms

MIN.N(). D('/IINlt/O-ll/2017: PltEl.lN{INAItll'ls

'l-he meeting was called to ordcr at 10.00 am after wlrich prayers were said. l'hc Chair then

wclcomed the mernbers to thc mccting.

MlN.NO. I)C/ENlt/()32l2017: (lONsll)OIl.A'llON OI'- 't'UE RI]PORT ON Tilt,l
PITOPOSI]I) DE(;AZT]TTT|MI.]NT oI.- I s77..36 uECI'AI{ES OF TURI}O ['ORItS',l'

.l 
hc Mcmbcrs considcrccl and atlopted thc repom alier it rvas proposed and secondcd by llon. [)r

ILcginaltla Wanyonyi. M.l) and I lon. I{ichiirtl Makcnga. N4.P rcspcctively.

MIN.N0. IXTEN R/033/2017:('ONSIDIiIIATION OF TIll') l{l'l,Polt'l'ON 'tHI'l Plil'l'r'lON
IIY IION. ANI) Iil,lw Mw,,\t)|\,lt,t t\I.t, oN l]l,lllAl.l.' ()lf l{l,lsll)l,lN'ls ol' N'lwA't^'l l,l

'lhe Members considcred and confirmcd thc rcport on the as lhe true reflcction of the

Clommittec's deliberation and lindings allcr it r.r'as proposed and seconded by Hon. Dr. Wilber
Ottichilo. M.P and I.lon. Suniccv Kaur Ilircii. M.P respcctivcly.

'lhe Membcrs considered and contlnrcd the rcpol't on the as the truc reflection ol the
(lommittcc's deliberation and lindings allcr it was proposcd and secon(led by Ilon. Richard

Makenga. M.l) and I lon. Rortald lirntri. M,l' rcspcctive ly.

^
2

RESERVT' COMPI{ISING OII MAT]TIIMA SII'I'1'LEMI,NT SCIIEME IN I,UGATTI
I)ISTRICl" KAKAMEGA C()T]NTY:

CONS'I'ITT)ENCY REGARI)IN(; HIIMAN WILI)I,IF[ STiTTLEMENT ANI) II,LE(;AI,
(;RAZIN(; IN TSAVO WES'I'NATIONAI, PARK:

MIN.NO. DC/ENll/034/2017: ('ONSll)l'lRA-I'ION OIr'l'tlE Itlil'OR'l'ON Ttll'l
I)ETITION llY HON. I'|{AN('lS M\\'AN(;,\N(Jl M.l'>ON l}lillAl-}- Ol' I{ESII)IiNTS Ol"
YA',t'r'A CONSTI't trllNCY lil,l(;Alil)lN(;'I'HII Pol,l,tlTloN oF ItlvliR A'l'lll:



Nl I N.N( ).DC/t'tN R/0-15/2U I 7: AD.I()T]IINMI'N]'

l'here being no other husincss the mecting was adjourned at l2.3Opm

sIGNED........
(Chairpcrson)
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MNUTES OF TTIE sl't SITTING OF TIIE DEPARTMENTAI COMMITTEE ON
ENVIRONMENT AND NATI,'RAL RESOURCES IIELD ON TIJESDAY 19th JULY,2016
AT lO.3OAM, CPA ROOM, PARLIAMENT BUILDING.

PRESENT

1. Hon. Abdalla Amiaa, CBS, M.P. - Chairperson
2. Hon. Jude Njomo, M.P. {hair of the Session
3. Hon. Emanikor Joyce, M.P.
4. Hon. Ole Kenta Richard Moitalel, M.P.
5. Hon. Sunjeev Kaur Birdi, M.P.
6. Hon. Dr. Wanyonyi Reginalda N. M.P.
7. Hon. Farah, AMulaziz AIi, M.P.
8. Hon. Barua EjidiusNjogu, M.P.
9. Hon. Muluvi Marcus Mutua, M.P.
10. Hon. fuchard Makeng4 M.P
I 1. Hon. Isaac Mwaura, M.P

on. Alexander Kosgey, M.P. - Vice Chairpenon
on. Ganya Francis Chachu, M.P.
on. KathuriMurung, M.P.
on. Ndiritu Sarnuel Mathenge, M.P
on. Rop Jackson Kipkort, M.P.
on. Tonui Ronald Kiprotich, M.P
otr. kea Gdeon Mwiti, M.P.
on. Geni Charles Mong'are, M.P.
on. Ogalo George Oner, M.P.

10. Hon. Ottichillo K. Wilber, M.P.
1 1. Hon. Peter Kinyua, M.P.
12. Hon. Ng'ang'a Alice Wambui, M.P.
13. Hon. GureShuka Hussein, M.P.
14. Hon. Joyce Lay, M.P
15. Hon. Abdinoor Moha:nmed Ali, M.P.
16. Hon. Dukicha Hassan Abdi, M.P.
17. Hon. Zuleikha Hassan, M.P
18. Hon. Mohamed Diriye Abdullahi, M.P

1.H
2.H
3.H
4.H
5.H
6.H
7.H
8.H
9.H

APOLOGIES



1. Ms. Tracy Chebet koskei
2. lr4r. Hassan A. Arale
3. Ms. Fatuma

1. Mr. Charles Sunkuli

2. Prof. Geofrey Wahungu

3. N4r. Zethania Owuor Ouma
4. Mr. Jeremiah Mwangi
5. Mr. Erick F.N Akotsi

\R/lMIN.NO. DC-E 76/2076:

The meeting was called to order at 10.30 am after which prayers were said. The chair then
welcomed the Members to the meeting. This was followed by introduction ty ttre vemuers or
the Cornminee followed by t-be wimesses

NO. C-E 7t2016: ET TTM P CIP
TRY OF E AI{D NAT RE

During its sitting of Thursday 30u June, 2016, the Committee resolved to invite the Cabinet
Secretary for the Minisry of Environment and Natural Resources for a meeting to provide the
following hformation:

l. Provide a list of all industries/companies/individuals discharging eftluent in the River
Athi and those compliant to effluent treatlent standards and procedures?

2. Whether the National Environment Management Authority G.IEMA) carried out
Environmental ImPact Assessment studies before issuing operating licence to all factories

around fuver Athi and whether regular inspection is carried out regularly to safeguard the

environment and general health of the public?

3. Measures put in place by the ministry towards protection and conservation of River Athj?
4. challenges faced by NEMA in executing its mandate on environment protection and

maaagement in River Athi?

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATI,RAL RESOTIRCES OFFICLA.LS

IN ATTENDANCE

TFIE NATIONAI ASSEMBLY

- Clerk Assistant Il
- Clerk Assistant III
- Audio Officer

-Principal Secretary, State Department for Envtonment,
MinisFy of Environment & Natural Resources
- Director General, National Environment Mamgement

Authority GVEMA)
-NEMA
.NEMA
-NEMA

PRELIMINARIES



The Principal Secretary responded as follows

l. Provide a list of all industries/ companies/individuals discharging effluent in the

River Athi and those compliant to effluent treatment standards and procedures?

ANSWER-MosI of the industries/companies and individuals within the Athi river catchment are

connected to the sewer line, hence regulated by the Nairobi and Mavoko Water and Sewerage

companies. As the lead agencies in that particular aspect of environmental management, the rwo

companies are in a position to provide a list of all the companies connected to their sewer lines.

However, for those not connected to the sewer line, NEMA regulates them through Effluent

Discharge License (EDL). Attached is a list ofindustries and companies discharging effluent into

fuver Athi and regulated by NEMA through the annual licensing.

NEMA has held several meetings with the water and sewerage companies and instituted various

enforcement actions including taking the Nairobi Water and Sewerage Company to court for

pollution of Nairobi fuver. These led to the fixing of major sewer bursts which were discharging

into the river at the globe cinema round about, the collapsed Ruai sewer trunk line; major sewer

expansion at Zimmerman and Kasarani area; expansion and dislodging of Kenanie fieatment

works. However, even with these improvements NEMA has continued to receive complaints on

sewer overflows which is an indication that the sewer line capaciry cannot handle the amount of

sewer, hence leading to frequent sewer bursts and overflows.

2. Whether the National Environment Management Authorify (NEMA) carried out

Environmental Impact Assessment studies before issuing operating licence to all factories

around River Athi and u,hether inspection is carried out regularly to safeguard the

environment and general health of the public?

ANSWER-NEMA was established in December, 2003 and the Environmental (lmpact

assessment and Audit) Regulations, 2003 came into force in 2004. Projects which existed before

2004, including factories along Athi fuver were required to submit Initial Environmental Audit

Reports by the end of the year 2005. Projects that were proposed after coming into force of the

Environmental Impact Assessment/Audit Regulations, 2003, were required to conduct

Environmental lmpact Assessment (EIA) for licensing by NEMA prior to commencement of the

proposed developments.
t



It is therefore NEMA's position that the facilities along Athi zuver submitted Inirial
Environmental Audit Reports and EIA reports for review and approval. To ensure continuous
monitoring, these regulated facilities have also been submitting Annual Environmental Audit
Reports, obtaining effluent discharge licenses and obtaining waste management licenses.

NEMA has periodically been conducting on-site inspections to ensure compliance with the set

standards

He confirmed that NEMA acts swiftly to any reported cases of environmental pollution to ensrue

that the integrity of the environment is maintained

3.Measures put in place by the tr{inistry to$,ards protection and consen,ation of River
Athi?

ANSWER- in order to protect and conserve fuver Athi, the Ministry has,ndertaken the
following through NEMA:

a) Developed and initiated implementation of Athi-sabaki River pollution & control
strategy in 2015. The strategy is being implemented in seven (7) counties that are

within the river catchment; that is Nairobi, Kiambu, Machakos, Kitui, Makueni,

Taita Taveta and K ifi. The implementation of this strategy is spearheaded by
NEMA County Directors of Environment in their respective Cognties working
with the relevant stakeholders such as WRMA and the county Govemments

among others. The implementation of the strategy staned in 2Ol4/2015 Financial
year and is ongoing.

b; inventory -J ,*ppirg of illegaieflueni AJ-g.. int tf,. atf,i-Sub;;*.;
of which NEMA has identified and mapped 9g illegal discharge points into

Nairobi River. The discharges are from sewer lines, residential houses, leacheate

fi'om dump sites, garages, car wash areas and inrormal settrements. It was noted

that 57 out of 98 were from sewerage. NEMA issued improvement notices to the

point sorrce pollutants and corrective measures were put in place to stop the

discharges such as rhose from the University of Nairobi at the chiromo round

about and. the Nairobi waler and Sewerage company among others. This is an

ongoing process and will continue in the cunent financial vear.
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c) lmplementation of a Cleaner Production Program, which is a major intervention

beiag undertaken by NEMA in partnership with the Kenya National Cleaner

Production (KNCP) to assist companies to comply with environmental legislation.

Under the programme many industries have put in place interventions to stop

illegal discharges and emissions to the Environment. The intervention is being

implemented in three regions of the Lake Victoria Basin, Nairobi Region and

Coast Region.

The Nairobi region program started in April 2014 and the first phase has

accomplished the following:

(i) GIS mapping of 28 industries tlat have a direct or indirect pollution

impact on the Nairobi River Basin.

(ii) Sampled wastewater from the 28 mapped industries before and after

treatrnent for analysis on the levels of pollution.

(iii) Training workshop for representatives from the 28 mapped industries in

preparation for the in-plant assessment.

(iv) In-plant assessments for nine (9) industries have been done and measures

for efficiency and source reduction of waste put in place. NEMA

intervened to have Kenanie water treatrnent plant (EPZ) in Machakos

County undergo disludging and is currently being upgraded to manage the

increased effluent volumes.

(v) Industries in the upper catchment area of Nairobi, Kiambu and Machakos

are subjected 10 close monitoring through the compliance assistance

programme. Further, other industries under the program have reduced

discharges and emissions to the environment at different scales.

d) The Ministry through NEMA in collaboration with the World Student Community

for Sustainable Development Kenya (WSCSD - Kenya) and support from various

stakeholders, have partnered to implement the 'Adopfa-fuver Initiative'. This

entails students fiom universities, colleges, secondary school, and community

youth groups in the upper catchment of Nairobi River monitoring the health of

rivers. The project's overall objective is to strengthen the link between teaching

and sustainability challenges in the real world.



Specifically, the project aims to achieve the follou,ing:-

(D Strengthen monitoring of the fuver Basin streams by rocal stakeholders,

(ii) Steer restoration of polluted streams within the fuver Basin to make them

more clean and healthy, and

(iii) create awareness among the young on the effects of human activities on

the water bodies for sustainable development.

To compliment the work being done by NEMA on river Athi, the water Resources Management

Authority (WRMA) has undertaken a number of interventions including the following:-
(i) Implementation of Effluent Discharge control plans @cDps). There are currently

two court cases against the Export processing zone; and the Agrochemical and

Food company for pollution of the Athi and Nyando fuvers respectivery. Il
2014115, the improvement in compliance rate to the ECDps was r r.6oh against a

target of 12%. The target for 2015116 was to improve the compriance rate by a
further 20%.

(ii) Pollution surveys: WRMA has cumulatively carried out 3l pollution surveys to
date.

(iii) fuver clean-ups in which the target is to undertake at least one clean-up per region

per year and encourage other stakeholders such as the wRUAs to sustain the

clean ups. To date,clean ups have been undertaken in some rivers whichincrude

Kiu (Kiambu), Gatharaine (Kiambu), Machinjoni (Trans-Nzoia), Kisar (Kisumu),

Migori, Athi fuver at fourreen falls (Kiambuand Machakos), Lwatingu
(Kakamega), and lwakhak}_a (Bqlg_qf a)

(ir) The Athi fuver Restoration programme was initiated in 2015. planned sub-

programmes will be implemented as soon as budgets are secured

(v) Water Quality Monitoring and assessments in which a total of 264 surface warer

and 149 groundwater monitoring stations have been established colntrywide to
monitor trends in water quality and impacts of managemenl measures taken.

(vi) Improvements of the sewerage infrastructure in the city are being undertaken by

the Nairobi City Waler ard Sewerage Company with support from AfD.

Earmarked interventions include expanding trunk lines, reticulations and

rehabilitating the Kariobangi and Ruai treatment plants. In addition, the water
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Services Trust Fund is already providing water and sanitation services in informal

settlements.

Other measures put in place include the following:-

o NEMA has established specific contacts at the Nairobi City County and the Nairobi City

Water and Sewerage Company where the Authority refers illegal dumpsites and

discharges respectively for quick attention.

. Create public awareness on the necessity of embracing a paradigm shift in the way we

carry out development for the benefit of all, including the environment.

r Established a river restoration committee at the national level. This committee comprises

Institutions whose mandates touch on river conservation. The Ministry intends to

establish similar committees at the County level. The National committee will guide the

policies on the conservation of rivers whereas the committees at the County will

implement conservation programs at the County level.

o The Ministry has already appointed County Directors of Environment (NEMA) for all

the 47 Counties. Part of their work is to ensure that the programmes being undertaken a1

the County level are complementary to those being undertaken at the National level.

. Tlte 47 Counties are in the process of forming the County Environment Committee

(CEC) as per EMCA in collaboration with NEMA. The CEC is responsible for the

proper management of the environment within the County for which it is appointed and

development of County Strategic Environmental Action plan every five years. Marsabit,

Kajiado aad Embu Counties have already gazzefied their County Environment

Committees. Other Counties are at various stages of forming their committees.

4. Challenges faced by NEMA in executing its mandate on environment protection and

management in River Athi?

ANSWER- faces various challenges in executing its mandate. Thev include the following:-

(i) Inadequate financial resources to enable it undertake sensitization and

enforcement of environmental laws.

(ii) Inadequate human resources for enforcement of environmental laws.ln

compliance with the Constitution of Kenya, 201 0, NEMA has established 47



county offices. However, most of the counties have two or three officers who are

not able to attend to all the environmental issues within the vast counties.
(iii) Lack of political good will in compliance to environmental laws.

(iv) Lack of comprehensive spatial planning including inadequate infrastructure which

is further complicated by piecemeal change ofusers.

(u) Widespread inforrnal settlements which are a major source of pollution to water

bodies. ln some of them, sewer lines have been punctured for agricurtural use

leading to overflow of sewage to the envirorunent.

The Principal Secrelary fi.rther informed the Committee the following:

l. The Ministry was Working on a National clean-up day;
2. 80% of the polluters come from the informal settlement and informal sectors such as jua

kali artisans:
3. on the compliance on the safety standards, a self-monitoring system was used by

industries. The industries then submitted a report is submitted d NEMA on a quarterly
basis and where non-compliance exist, measures are taken which may include closure.

COMMITTEE CONCERNS

The committee raised the lollowing concems:

1. The companies and industries involved in pollution should be investigated, exposed and
necessary action taken to safeguard public health and life;

2. An multi-agency unit should be set to coordinate the conservation and protection of fuver
Athi;

3. The pollution in River Athi should be addressed immediately as the river was the source
ol water for the multi-billion Thwake project. Further, the Konza city project was at a
risk as investors could pull out due to the pollution ofthe river;

4. There is need to enhance the funding of NEMA to enable the agency set up its own
t9-sg1g llQql4ories an_d also rg recruit more staff; and _:.

5. NEMA should consider engaging development partners as an altemative source of
funding instead of relying on the exchequer.

WAY FOITWAI{D:

After deliberation the Committee resolved that,

1. The Committee and the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources with National
Environment Management Authority officials will make a visit to different sections of the
fuver Athi to assess the pollution; and

2 on the budget allocation. the Ministry should engage the clabinet Secretary lor Treasury
and voice their key underfunded programmes/sectors in the N4inistry.
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2. Mr. Hassan A. Arale

- Clerk Assistant II
- Clerk Assistant III

MIN.NO. I)G-ENR/I7612016: PRELIMIN ARIES

The meeting was called to order at 10.30 am after which prayers were said. The chat then
welcomed the members to the meeting.

I\4lN NO. DC-ENR/I 016: MEE G HON IS MW GANGI REGARDING
HIS PET]TION ON BEHALF OF RESIDENTS OI YATTA ONSTITUENCY ON

The Hon Francis Mwaagangi Member for Yatta Constituency presented the petition on behalf of
the residents of Yatta Constituency on the pollution of River Athi and drew the attention ofrhe
house as to the following:

1. Article 42 of the constitution accords every person the right to a clean and healthy
environment;

2. River Athi is an important source of water for residents of Kajiado, Nairobi, Machakos,
Kitui and Makueni Counties;

3. The residents of this Counties utilize the river water not onJy for domestic use but also for
irrigation;

4. Industries and other entities surrounding the river have been discharching effluent to the
river thus polluting and rendering it a hea.lth hazard;

5. The continued discharge of effluent to the river poses a theat to the health of the
residents in the surrounding areas;

Therefore the Petitioners prayers were that the National Assembly, through the
Departmental Committee on Environment and Natural Resources:

I. Intervenes to prevent further discharge of affluent from industries and have the River
cleaned up; and

II. Ensure that those responsible for the pollution are held accountable.

In addition, the Member for Yatta constituency informed the Members that fuver Athi
contributes tkee quarters of the water supply of (Ukambani) Eastern regiona Kshs 50b water
Dam is under construction and is intended to draw its water fiom this river therefore the need to
protect it from pollution.

The pollution 1o fuver Athi was from wasle from households, hospitals, industries and road
contractors working in the area. The petitioner further informed the Members that some of
observable characteristics of the possible pollution included: The water has turned green in
appearance, a large foam on the water in some parts that can be observed from far and also there
are reported cases ofcholera outbreak by the residents using the water for domestic purposes.
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WAY FORWARD:

Following deliberation the Committee made the lollowing resolutions:

1. The Cabinet Secretary for the Minjstry of Environment and Natural Resources should be

invited to shed light on the issues raised by the Petitioners;
2. There is need to invite the Nationa.l Environment Management Authority Q.[EMA) to

expiain to the Committee What challenges if any, the agency is facing in the execution
of its mandate of environment prolection and conservation as regards River Athi; and

3. If NEMA carried out impact assessment before issuing operating licence to this factories
and whether regular inspection is done to safeguard the environment and general health
of the public living around River Athi.

MIN,NO, DC-ENfu I 78/20I 6: ADJOURNMENT

There being no other busin meeting was adjoumed at I I .l 5am.
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