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CHAIRPERSON'S FOREWORD

ln lurthcrance of the oversight mandate ofthe Select Committee on Regional lntegration

and in tine with the overarching desire to slrengthen regional integration through people's

represcntalives. at its sitting held on 3'd August,2023. the Committee resolved to conduct

an inspection and lamiliarization tour of the following semi-autonomous

institutionVorgans ol'the East African Community (EAC) in addition to interacting with

the relcvanl committees on regional integralion in Parliaments ofpartner states:-

l) t--ast Aliican KisrvahiliCommission in Zanzibar, Tanzania, andi

2) 'lhe Port ofDar es Salaam which is the starting point ofthe Central Corridor'

'l he gencral ob.iectivc of the visit rvas to familiarizc Members with the work of the EAC

institLrtions/organs and assess the status of implementation of various projects and

programtnes rvith a vic\v to cvaluating progress and identify intervention measures aimed

at prornoting the East African Community integralion agenda.

Additionally. the visit provided Members with an opportunily to inleract and share

experic'nces u'ith their countcrparts in other EAC Partner States.

A delegation ol'the Selcct Commitlee on Regional Integralion undertook an inspection visit

o1'thc' ['-ast Afiica Kisrvahili Comrnission (EAKC) betu'een the 2'1'h and 29th March 2024.
'l he rlain purpose of the visit was to find out the role played by the Commission (EACKC)

in coordinating and promoting the developrnent and use of Kiswahili as a lingrut franca
and ollicial language within EAC. This is in line with the Committee's mandate of
enhancing the role and involvement of the House in the intensification of the integration

process in the liast Aliican Community and the greater African region.
'l'he visit s'as also mcant ltl Ilnd out the progress made by the Commission in discharging

ils rnandate under the EAC Treaty and the challenges thereof tbr purposes of reporting to

the House.
'l'he Cornrnission rvas established due to the critical role of Kiswahili language in fostering

rcgional integration. Article 137 olthe EAC Treaty provides for the development and use

ol'Kiswahili as the linguafrutrc'a of the Community. The Protocol for the Establishment of
EAKC was signed in April 2007. EAKC was established in 2007 by the 5th Extraordinary

Sumnri( and commenccd operations in July 2015 in Arusha. The EAKC moved to Zanzibar

in March 20l6 fbllorving the signing of the HQ Agreement with United Republic of
'l anzan ia in 2015.

t)uring the visit, the Committee held consultative meetings with the secretariat of the

Commission lo share experiences and challenges they face in the development and

irnplemcntation of sound regional Kiswahili policies. Also, the Committee held a

consultative rneeting with Kenyans working and living in Zanzibar. One of the key

observations by the delegation was that the issue olpayment ofbusiness visas every three

rnonths by Kenyans in Tanzania is not tenable in light oi protocols on the free movement

ol'goods and services and the issues needs to be addressed diplomatically. The differences

in thc payment of carriage service f'ees at the ports in Tanzania need to be addressed.

Kenl'ans are required to pay 35 tJS dollars for economy class from Dares salaam to

T.anzibar while Tanzanians only pay Tanzanian shillings 30,000. This issue must be

addressed by the Technical Clommittee on Transport.
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The Committee recommends that Kenya and Tanzania continuc to enhance thcir bilatcral

relations by fbstering regular exchange programmes, collaboralive initiatives, and high-

level engagements. Strengthening these relations will create a conducive environment tilr

successful regional integration and cooperation. In Ihis regard. there is a need tbr further

diplomatic consultations with the Tanzanian governmenl to make their laws tnore

facilitative for investment by Kenyans.

In addition, the delegation had the opportunity to visit the Kenya I'ligh Commission in [)ar

es Salaam and held fruitful discussions with the High Cornmissioner. rvherc he alUrrrred

the need to build a strong EAC. He ernphasized on the need to meet with various

Committees of the Council of Ministers in the coming days to explore joint eflorts of
resolving the non-tariff barriers to trade issues belore June 2024. The discussions

emphasized the importance of lostering cooperation rvithin the region in trade.

infrastructure development, and socioeconomic growth.

The Report contains presentationS, observations, and recommendations tiorn thc inspcction

visit conducted by a delegation ofthe Committee on Regional lntegration to Zanzibar and

Dar es Salaam, United Republic of Tanzania, from 241h to 29'h March 2024. l'he

Committee extends its gratitude to the leadership of the EAK Commission. the []xecutive

Secretary, Dr. Caroline Asiimwe, and the Kenya High Comrnissioner to Tanzania' Mr'

lsaac Njenga fbr their invaluable support during the inspection visit'

Iwish to mosl sincerely thank rhe Speaker and the olllce of the Clcrk of the National

Assembly for the invaluable support accorded to the committee in the discharge ol'its

mandate.

On behalf of the Members of the Select Committee on Regional Integration and pursuant

to Standing order 212, it is my pleasure and duty to present to the House. the commiltee 's

Report on the Inspection visit to the Semi-Autonomous lnstitutions of the East

African Community and the Central Corridor in the united Republic of Tanzania.

HON. DAVID OCHIENG, MP. LEADER OF THE DELEGATION
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I.O PREFACE

l.l. Establishment and Mandate of the Committee

I. 'Ihe Committee on Regional Integration is a select Committee of the House established

Standing Order 212 of the National Assembly's Standing Orders which sets out the

nrandate of the Committee. The Cornmittee was constituted in October 2023 following

adoption of a motion on membership of committees by the House. The Committee

comprises of 2 I members who will serve for the life of the I 3rh Parliament.

2. 'l'he Cornrnittee is also mandated to

examine the records of all the relevant debates and resolutions ofthe meetings ofthe

I:ast Atiican Legislative Assembly:

(a) exanrine the Ilills introduced in the East African Legislative Assembly and Acts of
thc l:ast Aliie an Cotntnunitl:

(b) exarnine the records of all the relevant debates and resolutions of the meetings of
thc'Pan Aliican Parliament, the African, Caribbean and Pacitlc European Union

Joint Parliamentary Assembly and other regional integration bodies; and inquire

into and examine any other matter relating to regional integration generally

requiring action by lhe House.

1.2. Committee MembershiP

3. 'fhe Comminee comprises of the lbllowing twenty-one Members -

Hon. Wanjiku Muhia. MP - Chairperson

Kipipiri Constituency

United Democratic Alliance

Hon. I'-arah Salah Yakub, MP - Vice- Chairperson

FAFI Conslituency

United Democratic Alliance

I lon. Dar id Ochieng 0uma. MP

IJgenya Constituency

Movcment for Democracy and Growth

Hon. Naomi Jillo Waqo, MP

Marsabir (C'wR)

lJn ited Democratic Alliance

Hon. Geofliey Makokha Odanga, MP

Matal,os Constituency

Orunge I)emocratic Party

Ilon. Joseph Cachoki Citarr. MP

Kirinyaga Central Constituency

United Democratic Party

Hon. Christopher Aseka Wangaya, MP

Khwisero Constituency

Orange Democratic Pa rty

Hon. Danson Mwashako Mwakuwona,
MP

Wundanyi Constituency

Wiper Democratic Movement

Hon. Andrew Adipo Okuome, MP

Karachuonyo Constituency
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Orange Democratic Party

Hon. Rael Chepkemoi Kasiwai, MP

West Pokot (CWR)

Kenya Union Party

Hon. Peter Ochieng Orero, MP

Kibra Constituency

Orange Democratic Alliance

Hon. Elizabeth Karambu Kailemia" MP

Meru (CWR)

United Democratic Alliance

Hon. Julius Kipletting Rutto. MP

Kesses Constituency

United Democratic Party

Hon. Beatrice Chepng'eno Kemei, MP

Kericho (CWR)

United Democratic Alliance

Hon. Fatuma Hamisi Masito, MP

Kwale (CWR)

Orange Democratic Party

Hon. Peter Kalerwa Salasya,MP

Mumias East Constituency

Democratic Alliance Party

Hon. Irene Njoki Mrembo. MP

Bahati Constituency

Jubilee Party

Hon. Richard Kipkemoi Yegon, MP

Bomet East Constituency

United Democratic Alliance

Hon. Didmus Wekesa Barasa Mutua, MP

KimililiConstituency
United Democratic Alliance

Hon. Zaheer Jhanda, MP

Nyaribari Chache ConstituencY

United Democratic Party

Hon. Japheth Nyakundi MokaYa' MP

Kitutu Chache North ConstituencY

United Democratic PartY

1.3. Committee Secretariat

4. The secretariat facilitating the Committee comprises: -
Mr. Mohamed Jimale - Clerk Assistant I (Team Leader)

Ms. Jane Gathoni Ouko - Clerk Assistant Ill

Mr. Bemard Toroitich - Clerk Assistant Ill

Mr. Dominic Kyallo - Legal Counsel Il

Mr. Damacrine Kwamboka - Research Officer lll

Mr. Moses Kariuki - Sergeant - at -Arms

Ms. Mercy Mayende - Media Relations Officer III
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2.0INSPECTIoNvISITToTHESEMI-AUTONoMOUSINSTITUTIONSoFTHE
EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY AND THE CENTRAL CORRIDOR IN THE

UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA

2.1 llackground

5. -fhe Select Committee on Rcgional lntegration is estabtished under the National Assembly

Standing order 2 | 2 and is rnandaled amonS others to enhance the role and involvemenl of

thc I lousc, in intensitlcation and development of the integration process in the East African

(.ontrnunity and the greater Aliican region and examine any other matter relating to regional

integration generally requiring action by the House'

6. 'l'he Cornrnittee. in its meetings held on Thursday, March 2024, resolved to undertake an

inspcction visir to the Easr Aliica Kiswahili commission, the port of zanzibar, the port of

[)ar es Salaarn and pay a courtesy call to the office of the High commissioner of Kenya to

'lanzania.

7. A delegation conrprising tive Members visited the EAKC and Kenya High Commission in

Dar es Salaam as scheduled tiom the 24th to 29th March,2024. As per the schedule ofthe

visit. the delegation couldn't visit the port of zanzibar and the Port of Dar es Salaam due to

unavoidable circumstances.

2.2 Composition of the delegation

Il. 'l he Committec rcsolved to undertake an inspection and familiarization visit on the EAKC to

assess the status of the implerrentation of its projects and programmes with a view to

evaluating progress and identify any intervention measures aimed at promoting lhe EAC

integration agcnda. The lollowing Members constituted the delegation:

a) Ilon. David Ochicng, MP - Leader of the Delegation

b) lkrn. ('hristopher Aseka. MP

c) Hon. Joseph Gitari, MP

d) Hon. Beatrice Kernei. MP

e) Mr. I)ontinic Mwendwa - Legal Counsel Il/Delegation Secretary

2.J Objectiyes of the Inspection Visit

9. 'l hc objective ol'the inspection visit was to find out the progress made by semi-autonomous

institutions/organs of the East African Cornmunity and the EAC Kiswahili Commission in

thc coordination and promotion ofthe development and use of Kiswahili in the region and

bclond. This \!as imporlant because the commission is one of the semi-autonomous

institutions ol'the EAC charged with the responsibility of ensuring the development of

Kiswahili as a lingua franca fbr regional and international interaction for political, economic,

social- cultural. c'ducational. scientific and technical development.

.].0 BRIEF BY KISWAHILI COMMISSION

10. 'l'he Delegation visired rhe uast African Kiswahili commission (EAKC) on the 25th March

2024. The Executive Secretary rhat the East African Kiswahili commission (EAKC) is a

spccialized institution of the East African Community whose mandate is to coordinate and

promote thc tlevelopment and use of Kiswahili as a Iingua franca and oflicial language.
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I l. The Executive Secretary further submitted that the Kiswahili Comrnission was established

due to the critical role of Kiswahili in fostering regional integration in line with Article 137

olthe EAC Treaty which provides for the development and use of Kisrvahili as the lingua

franca of the Community.

12. The Protocol for the Establishment of EAKC was signed in April 2007 by the Filih

Extraordinary Summit. It was observed that the EAKC commenced operations in July 201 5

in Arusha. The Kiswahili Commissioner elaborated that the EAKC moved to 7-anzibar in

March 2016 following the signing of the HQ Agreement with the United Republic ol'

Tanzania in 2015.

3.1 Main Functions of the Kiswahili Commission

13. The Executive secretary informed the delegation lhat the main function ofEAKC is to advisc

the Community on all matters relaled to Kiswahili.

14. The other functions of EAKC according to the Executive secretary include -
a) Coordinate and oversee the rvork of National Kisrvahili Councils and othcr

institutions;

b) Strengthen collaboration in regional research:

c) Assist Partner States develop centres ofadvanced study and research in Kisrvahili:

d) Establish collaborations with development partners and exisling organizations rr ith

similar objectivesl

e) Facilitate the development of regional Kiswahili policies lbr the exchange of stafl'

and students in Kisrvahili Institutions and monitor the elfectiveness ofsuch policies:

f) Identifo Kiswahili training needs including curriculum revierv' teaching Inclhods.

development of instructional materials and research;

g) Advocate for the use of Kiswahili as a lingua lranca rvithin the Comrnunily and

beyond;

h) Encourage the use of Kiswahili in the conduct ofolficial business and public lil'e

within the Community; and,

i) Perform any other f'unction lor the furtherance of the objectives ofthe Commission

as may be directed by the Council.

3.2 Composition of the Commission

15. The EAKC is composed ofthe following representatives:

a) Two representatives ofthe National Kiswahili Councils tirr each Partncr State:

b) Two representatives ofthe Kiswahili Associations ofeach Partner Statel

c) A representative of Kiswahili Research lnstitutions for each Partner State:

d) A representative ofthe Kiswahili Departments ofthe Public and Private tlniversities

ofeach Partner State;

e) A representative ofthe Kiswahili media operators for each Partner Statc:

f) A representative ofthe Media Council ofeach Partner State:

10



g)ArepresentativeoftheKiswahiliwritersAssociationofeachPartnerState:

h) A representative ol'the Ministry responsible for Kiswahili in each Partner state:

i) A representative ofthe Ministry responsible for Cu|ture in each Partner State. and:

j) A representative ofthe Ministry responsible for Education in each Partner State'

3.3 Kcy Achievements of the Commission

16. Since irs establishment, the EAC Kiswahili Commission has achieved the following:

a. EAKC Kiswahili International conference - EAKC organizes the Kiswahili

International Conference biannually. It brings together researchers, practitioners and

stakcholders to share knowledge and experiences on contemporary developments in

Kiswahili. l hc flrst EAKC International Kiswahili Conference was held in 2017 in

Zanzibar.l'he Second Contbrence rvas affected by the Covid l9 pandemic and was

schcduled Io be held in Nairobi Kenya in Jrtly 2024. (7th ofJuly 2024);

b. Capacity Assessment of the Development and Use of Kiswahili in the EAC - The

EAKC undertook a capacitv assessment in EAC Partner States to establish the capacities

antl challenges partner states wcre facing in the promotion and development of Kiswahili.
'fhe rcport was made and approved by the 38th council of Ministers. The outcome ofthe

report has been usetirl in developing interventions by the EAKC; and;

c. Conducted Analysis of Priority Training needs in EAC Psrtner states to identify

challenges conlionting the development and promotion of Kiswahili in the EAC. an

analysis oi nceds was carried out to identify critical areas in Partner States that require

prioritization by the Cornmission. Thc Commission in consultation with Partner States

identified areas with regard to priority training needs in Kiswahili that address individual

intercsts and each Partner State's strategic inlerests in Kiswahili. The priority training

needs are as lbllows-
i. Republic of Burundi

a) Kisu'ahili Training fbr Basic Education Teachers (Primary and

Secondary)l

b) Kiswahili 'fraining for Civil Service; and,

c) Training lor Kiswahili Media.

ii. Republic of Kenya

a) Kiswahili 1'raining fbr Parliament;

b) 'fraining for Kiswahili Media:

c) Kiswahili 'l'raining for the Judiciary.

iii. Republic of Rwanda

a) Kiswahili Training lbr Trade and Business (SMEs);

b) Training ibr Kiswahili Media: and,

c) Kisrvahili 1'raining in the Education Sector (Teacher 1'raining Colleges)'

iv. Republic of South Sudan

a) Training ofTeachers of Kiswahili at Secondary School Level;

b) Training in Kiswahili as a Cross-Border Language; and, 
11



c) Training for Kiswahili Media.

v. United Republic of Tanzania

a) Training experts to teach Kiswahili as a Forcign Language;

b) Training for Kiswahili Media: and.

c) Training for Kiswahili Creative Industry.

vi. Republic of Uganda

a) Kiswahili 'l'raining fbr Parliament;

b) Training for Kiswahili Media: and;

c) Kiswahili Training in the Education Sector.

d. Development of Kiswahili Training Programmes and Manuals - 'l'he Conrmission

developed Programmes and Manuals for Kisrvahili teaching and training in order to

respond to existing Kiswahili needs by partner states.'Ihey include:

i. KiswahiliTraining Programmes lor experts to teach Kisrvahili

to users ofother languages for United Republic of 'l'anzania;

ii. Kiswahili Training Programmes for Parliament of Uganda:

iii. Kiswahili Training Programmes for Parliamcnt of Kenya;

iv. Kiswahili 1'raining Programmes for Teachers of Kiswahili at

Secondary School Level for the Republic ofSouth Sudan;

v. KiswahiliTraining Programmes for Basic Education Teachcrs

(Primary and

vi. Secondary) for the Republic ofBurundi, and:

vii. Kiswahili Training Programmes for Trade and Business

(SMEs) for the Republic of Rwanda.

e. Training of Trainers for Implementation of Kisrvahili Training programmes - The

Commission undertook a training of 60 (sixty) resource pcrsons/trainers who rvould

facilitate the implementation ofthe Training programmes in the respective Parlncr States.

For each Partner Slate, ten ( l0) resource persons underwent the lraining rvhich ctluipped

them with the requisile skills and competencies to train olhers tbr the cll'ectivc

implementation of programmes. This was done following the successlil finalization and

adoption of the EAKC Kiswahili 1'raining Programmes and Manuals for Kisrvahili

training in the EAC Partner States.

t'. Developmenl of EAKC Mobility Policy and Programmes - 'l hc Comrnission

developed an inclusive Mobility Policy and Programmes which is airned at I'ostering

mobility of stafL students, government officials. media practitioners. civil societl'and

business people. The EAKC facilitated 26 stakeholders in the first phase ol'

implementation of the programmes. The policy has conlributed to capacity building in

Partner States with capacity challenges in Kisrvahili.

g. Partnerships and Collaborations - The EAKC aims to establish strategic partnerships

and collaborations which contribute to enhanced implementation of activities. rcsource

mobilization and visibility. The EAKC is in collaboration with the Afiican Union (AtJ)

through ACALAN for the implementation of the Dar es Salaam Framervork for Action
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lor thc Recognition and Promotion of Kiswahili in Africa. EAKC has also initiated

co|laborations with MSTCDC' UNESCO, Howard Univcrsity-USA, and SAFAL Group

Foundation arnong others. The Commission works rvith several other regional

organizations with an interest in Kiswahili.

h. ccntres of Arivancerl study and Research in Kiswahili - The EAKC is mandated to

coordinate thc establishment ol'centres of Advanced Study and Research in Kiswahili

in the Partner States. l'he Commission has developed the Principles and Guidelines for

rhe establishrnent of lhese centres which were considered by the l5th SCESTCS.

Moregver, the Commission is mobilizing resources to facilitate the establishment of these

cent res.

i. Research and publications - The EAKC has the mandate to coordinate research in

Kisrvahili and has contributed to several publications on contemporary topical issues in

Kisrvahili. EAKC supports research in Kiswahili by oflering compelitive research Srants

to postgraduate students in universities unde(aking research in Kiswahili in the EAC

Partncr Srales.',Ihis is aimed at building capacities for research in Kiswahili. There is

horvever need litr more lunding to support young researchers. Currently, the commission

has lunded postgraduatc students from EAC Partner States for their research'

.i. Translation of EAc Documents into Kiswahili - one of the mandates of the EAKC is

to translate key documents of the community into Kiswahili. This is to enable the

rnajority of the citizens ofthe EAC Partner Slates to access the documents in a language

ntost understandable to them. The Cornmission translated the EAC Treaty from English

into Kiswahili. The drafl lranslated rreaty has been considered by the l5th sectoral

Council for Education. Science and 'Iechnology. Culture and Sports (SCESTCS) and

seut to Partner States fbr Comments. Comments have been received waiting for funds to

undenake linal validation.

k. Im plementation of Kiswahili as an olficial Language of the EAc - The 2l st Summ it

of EAC Heads of Slate declared Kiswahili an oflcial language of the Community The

Sumrnit directed that a Roadmap be developed for implementation of the Summit

tlirectivc. Thc EAKC developed the roadmap, which was approved by the lTth

sctrsl'cs and by rhe.12nd council. Surnmit directed that the roadmap be expeditiously

implernented and EAKC has cttmmenced implcmentation of the road-map.

l. Celebration of Workl Kiswahili Day - The 7'h of July was designated by UNESCO in

Nov 2021 as World Kiswahili Language Day to be celebrated annually. The EAC

council adopted this and directed that the celebrations be held annually on rotational

basis in all EAC Panner States. The I't EAC World Kiswahili Language Day was held

in 7.anz,i6ar in July 2022 and, the 2"d one was held in Kampala, Uganda in July 2023 The

3rd one rvould be held in Kenya in July 2024.

3.{ Dcvclopment of 2nd EAKC Strategic Plan

17. l'he Executive Secretary observed that the implemenlation period for the I't EAKC

Strateg,ic Plan (2017 -2022) had expired. However, the Commission is currently developing

its 2,,d Strategic l,lan which will guide the implementation of activities of the Commission

tirr thc next lll'e vears.
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18. It was further reported that consultalions with Partner States stakeholders are planncd lbr

April2024.

3.5 Main Challenges

19. ln her presentation, the Executive Secretary identificd several challenges that the

Commission is facing in the implementation of its mandate as provided lbr in the protocol.

20. The main challenges identified were as fbllows-
a) Inadequate staffing which impedes the implementation of activilies:

b) Inadequate funding for implementation ofactivities;
c) Inadequate capacity for resource mobilization:

d) Lack ofa Coverning Board leads to delays in decision-makingl

e) Delays in disbursement offunds liom Parlner States;

fl Delay in finalization of the EAKC Bill:
g) Lack ofNational Kiswahili Councils in some Partner Slates; and'

h) Lack of National Kiswahili Policics.

3.6 Recommendation on the Priority Areas

2l . The Kiswahili Commission management and the members during the discussions idcntified

the following areas which the Commission needs to prioritize in order to ilnprove its

operation. These areas include-

a) The establishment of a Governing Board tbr the enhancement of governancc and

decision-making;

b) Fast-tracking amendment ofthe Treaty to prclvide for Kisrvahili as onc ofthe ollicial

Languages ofthe East African Community;

c) To fast-track the amendment ofthe EAKC Protocol to address emerging needs ot'thc

Commission:

d) To enhance funding to the Commission for implementation o1'key activities:

e) Fast-track the formulation and enactment of the EAKC Bill (C'l C to FastTrack drafting

of the EAKC Bill);
f) Finalize the process of handing over the EAKC to the EAC. thc Commission to initiatc

the implementation of Kiswahili as the Official Language ol'thc Comtnunityl

g) The commission should support the enhancement ofawareness creation and pLrblicity

for enhanced visibility ofthe Commission to key stakeholders: and.

h) Processing appoinlment ofstaffto critical positions.

3.7 Further recommendation

22. In addition to the above Members recommended that-
a) The commission should put in place strategies to promote Kiswahili in the comtnunitl

as a lingua franca - a common language for prosperity;

b) Kenya is teaching Kiswahili in its schools as a compulsory subject in both prirnarl'and

secondary schools and this is the reason why almost every Kenyan can speak

Kiswahili. This should be replicared in all schools of the EAC member states in

compliance with Article 7 of the treaty rvhich provides for the communill"s ollicial

language to be both English and Kiswahili;
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c) The EACKC should sensitize the public of member stales on its activities geared

torvards promoting the status of Kiswahili as an ofllcial language as well as a lingua

franca. The programmes need to be rnade public and information made accessible to

all partner statesi

d) The Comrnission should work towards standardisation of Swahili in EAC and have

more olher common documents in translated to Swahili apart from the national

anthem. Council resolutions can be in Swahili and English; and,

c) The comnrission should push tbr all EALA documents and EACJ judgements to be in

Kisu,ahili alongside an English version

{.0 EN(;AGEMENT WITH INSTITUTIONS

4,I Meeting with Kenyans Working and Residing in Zanzibar

2i. l'hc oflicials liom the Embassy organized a meeting rvith the Kenyans working and

rcsiding in Zanzibar sought to have a meeting with them which was held at EAKC grounds.

24. 1'he Kenyans working in Zanz.ibar had several challenges that they sought the intervention

ol Members of the delegation.

25.'l'he fbllowing were some issues they raised:

a) Kenyans arc charged tbr work permits in Tanzania while this is not the case in Kenya

whcre work permits for EAC citizens do not altract charges;

b) Busincss visas are very expensive charged at 100 US Dollars. The payments are done

after every three months only at the border therefore requiring Kenyans to travel to the

border every three months to renew their business visas. Further the visa also is

considered to have expire<i once a person leaves Tanzania before the lapse of the three

period whcther to afiend an emergency ofany other thing in Kenya;

c) 'fhe working capital or the share capital required lbr a Kenyan lo register a business in

Zanzibar is Tanzanian shillings 100,000.000 (Ksh. 5'800'000). This denies Kenyans

an opportun ity to register medium businesses and only operate under the names of local

businesses. 
-fhis denies them access to loan facilities both in Kenya and Tanzania to

expand their businesses;

d) cening a SIM card is also a big challenge. The sim card lo business visa are valid for

three months and one has to undergo the process of registration once again upon

rencrval ol'the business visa; and,

e) There wasacaseol'a Kenyan advocate trained in the Zanzibar School of Lawwhowas

denicd admission for lack ofa National identity card from mainland Tanzania.

26. The Members of the Delegalion through the chairperson committed have a sifting with the

Cabinet Secretaries lbr labour and the East African Community affairs to raise and seek

conclusive answers to these challenges.

27. 1he delegation also pledged to address the issue with the High Commissioner. The

Member's opined that a business permit should be issued for a period ofone year.
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4.2 Meeting with the High Commission of Kenya to the United Republic of Tanzania

28. The Delegation paid a courtesy call to the High Commissioner lor Kenya in'l'anzania on

the 28th of March 2024. The High Commissioner welcomed Members and indicated that

he was glad that the delegation had visited to find out what thc mission was doing in

turtherance ofthe inlegration process and implementation ofthe EAC Treaty'.

29. During the deliberations, the Commissioner made the tbllowing subrnissions:

4.2.1 Geo-politics

30.'Ihe High Commissioner Submitted that the United Republic of Tanzania (UR1') is located

in East Africa. It is bordered by Uganda to the north, Kenya to the northeasl. Comoro

Islands and the lndian Ocean to the east, Mozambique and Malarvi to the soulh. Zambia ttr

the south-west. and Rwanda. Burundi and the Democratic Republic ofCongo to the wcst.

The country's landmass is approximalely 947.303 sq. km rvith a coastline of abottt

l,500km;

31. He further noted that Tanzania is a union between Tanganyika (mainland) and Zanzi\ar
(lsland). The Union was formed on 26th April I 964. 'I'anganyika (rnainland) attained its

independence on 9th December 1961. rvhile Zanzibar (island) got it's on lOth Decemher

| 9631 and

32. According to the High Commissioner, the Host Counlry adm in istrativell. has 26 rcgions in

the mainland and 5 in the isles. The regions are divided into districts and l'urther into

divisions and wards. Each region is headed b1'a Regional Commissioner appointed b1'the

President. The County's political system is a multiparty parliamentary denrocracl'.

Elections are held every five (5) years. and constitutionally. the Union President is elcctcd

through a popular vote and holds office tbr a maximum of two terms.

33. The High Commissioner further observcd that-
a) Elections occur on both the local and national levels. 'Ihe local govcrnment holds

elections for street or village chairpersons. General elections at the national level elect

the President and the members ofthe National Assembly. 1'he last general elections \\'cre

held in October 2020, during which the late Dr. John Pombe Magululi won with 84olo ol
the votes cast, to become the country's 5'h President. The clections attracted lJ

presidential candidates. The next general elections are schedulcd for 2025 and Local

government elections are scheduled for October this year (2024):

b) Parliament is unicameral with 393 members out of which 264 are elected members lirr

a 5-year term by popular vote. I l3 special seats reserved lbr women. l en ( l0) nlembers

nominated by the President. Five (5) seats are also reserved tbr members ofthc Z'anzibar

House of Representatives and the Attorney General. 'lhe National Assembly enacts larrs

that apply to the mainland and URT's engagement with cxternal enlitics, whereas lhc

Zanzi1ar House of Representatives have exclusive jurisdiction over legislative linctions

in Zanzibar; and,

c) The President appoints a Prime Minister who serves as the leadcr of governnrcnt

business in the National Assembly. 'fhe country has l8 registered political parties and

Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM) has ruled the country sincc indcpendence l hc

independence party was the Tanganyika African Union (TANU) which laler transfortncd

inlo CCM after merging with the Afro-Shirazi Party (ASP) in 1977'
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1.2.2 Socio-cultural organization

34.'l'he high cornmissioner indicated that understanding the social and cultural organization of

the host country is a fundamental principle in international relations as it allows the

rnissions to craft slrategies that tlt in and strengthen diplomatic ties'

35. He pointcd out that 'fhe National Philosophy ol Ujamaa, by former president Mwalimu

Julius N1,ercre. remains the foundation ofthe Tanzanian society. 1'he level ofpatriotism is

vcry high across all age groups and communities. The population as per the 2022 Population

antl Housing Census is 61.741.120 and is mainly Muslim, Christian and traditionalist. It is

conrposed ot'rnore than I 2 I ethnic groups and is unified and wellintegrated '

36. I'hc ofllcial languagcs of Tanzania's mainland are Kiswahili and English, while Arabic is

rr idell' spoken in Zanzibar.

{.2.3 Security issues

37. l hr.. submission by the High commissioner was that the security situation in [JRT is good.

3g.'lhc only Security threats to 'l-anzania emanalc fiom the insurgent groups operating in

Northern Mozanrbique in the province ofCabo Delgado. To block incursions by this group,

LJRT has deployed troops in her southern region of Ruvuma on both sides along the border.

J anzania is a target of this insurgent group because they contribute troops to the regional

peacekeeping initiarive, the Southern African Development Mission in Mozambique

(SAMM). SAMM is expected to close by mid-July 2024, without much progress' URT may

lircc morc security challenges liom Islamist groups after July.

39. L.lR'f has also contributed troops to the security initiative in eastern DRC alongside Malawi

and Sourh Aliica. The operations in eastern DRC mostly pits the SADC force against rebel

lirrces, bul mostly the MC23 rebels.

37. Kenya and URT militaries have maintained cordial working relations and cooperation over

tirne in mostll areas of information sharing, relations through the EAC framework, bilateral

training, and exchange programmes for Directing Staff in StaffColleges, and students in

National Det'ence Colleges.

38. Other areas include cooperation in Intemational Peace Suppon Training, EAC Cultural

Sports, visits. and the war on terrorism, and the deployment of Def'ence Advisors in both

countries.

1.2.1 Kenya-Tanzania Relations

.l l. On this. thc lJigh Cotnmissioner subrnitled that Kenya and Tanzania enjoy warm and

cordial historical relations based on a shared border, common socio-cultural heritage,

comrnercial ties and a corlmon vision lbr the East Africa Community. The relations have

been enhanced lurther rhrough recent State Visits and High-level Oftlcial Visits from both

s ides.

42. lle crnphasised that 'l'anzania is a strategic partner of Kenya in many areas, particularly

trade. securitl.. education. agriculture. infrastructure and energy. Kenya and Tanzania

cooperate in the East African Coastal Corridor project run by AfDB connecting Kenya and

l'anzania, i.e.. the Malindi - Mombasa - Lunga Lunga/Horohoro and Tanga - Pangani -

Eagamoyo Road (454km).

,13. 1'he High Commissioner further noted the following-
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a) Kenya and Tanzania under the EAC, have three (3) One Stop Border Points (OSBI')

at Namanga Border, Lunga Lunga/Horo Horo Border and Taita Tavelrliolili Ilorder

and soon-to-be-comm issioned Isebania OSBP;

b) The Kenya/ Tanzania Joint Commission lbr Cooperation (JCC) rvas llrst hcld in

Arusha, Tanzania in September 2009. Since then, there have bcen three other

sessions-

c) The most recent one, i.e., the fburth JCC session was held in August 2021 in Nairobi.

Kenya, and a Mid-Term Review of the JCC was held in Januarv 2023 The 5th JCC

is expected to be held in August this year (2024):

d) Kenya and Tanzania have a Bilateral Agreement on the Free Movemcnt ofCoods at

e) Border Posts (Signed on 22nd May 2020):

Q Tanzania is a slrategic and key trading and investment partner of Kenya regionally

and globally. lt has consistently been Kenya's second-largest export dcstination alier

Uganda in East Africa. The EAC Customs Union l)rotocol guides the t$'o countries'

trade relations and invcstment principles as the Agreement supersedes National [,arvs'

g) Tanzania ranks in the top l0 global destinations lor Kenyan exports. E\p()rts to

Tanzania registered a lTYo growth in 2022 to USD 479.57 million and accounted lor

6.50% of Kenya's total exports. Likewise, Kenya ranks in thr: top ten destinations lbr

Tanzanian total exports globally. Tanzania exports to Kenya in 2022 registcrcd a

negative growth of 4o/o to USD 38 I .66 million and accounted fbr 5.67o of Tanzan ia's

total exports:

h) Main exports to Tanzania include medicaments; soap and other rvashing preparations:

flat-rolled products of iron or non-alloy steel; mineral luels and oilsl Elcctric

accumulators; Margarine, other edible mixtures or preparations ofanimal or vegctable

fats; Sugar confectionery; Articles for conveyance or packaging; Stoppers' caps and

lids; Salts, incl. lable salt and denatured salt, and pure sodium chloridc;

i) Imports from Tanzania to Kenya were valued al Ksh 25.8 billion in 2020. a slight

decrease from Ksh 27.5 Billion in 2019. Main Imports froln Tanzania into Kcnya

were: Rice; Maize; Uncoated kraft paper and paperboardl Oilcake and othcr solid

residues; Unglazed ceramic flags and paving; Sacks and bags: Ply'wood. r'encered

panel and similar laminated wood; Organic surlhce-activc agents (cxcluding soap)

among others:

j) More than 529 Kenyan companies have invested roughly $1.7 billion in Tanzania'

creating employment for about 55,000 Tanzanians. For example, five Kenyan banks

namely KCB. Equity, Diamond Trust, I& M Holdings and NCBA Croup havc

opened branches in URT; and

k) with the coming to office of President Samia Suluhu Hassan. tradc relations with

Tanzania have improved with most non-tariff barriers having been resolved'

44. Kenya and Tanzania held the 8'h Joint Technical Committee (J'fC) on 'l'rade in Kisumu

Kenya, in the month of March 2024, with the aim of enhancing bilateral trade by eliminating

all non-tariffbarriers to trade. The outcome ofthal bilateral meeting was positive. providing
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clcar mechanisms and limelines to eliminate all non-tariff barriers by the end of June this

1'car (2024).

{,2.5 Strategic Bilateral Projects/ Programmes

.15. l'he High Commissioner highlighted the ongoing strategic bilateral projects/ programmes

bcrwcen the Republic ofKcnya and the United Repubtic ofTanzania. The strategic bilateral

pro.iects are listed below-

a) 600km Natural Gas Pipeline liom Dar es Salaam to Mombasa;

b) East African Coastal corridor Project run by the African Development Bank (A{DB)

connecting Kenya and'l'anzania (the 454 Km Malindi- Bagamoyo Super Highway);

c) East Aliica Porver Pool (400KV Singida- Arusha- Namanga transmission line

Project;

d) Re-affirmation and demarcation ofthe international boundary.

{.3 l)iaspora and consular issues

46. 1-he Kcnya H igh Commission provides immigration and consular services to Kenyans

living in Tanzania and tbreign citizens wishing to visit Kenya. The services include: the

processing ofissuance ofe-visas, lravel documents issuance, processing pdfcertificates of
(iood Conduct in Liaison with DCl, authentication ofdocuments, Renunciation certificates

processing, visiting Kenyan inrnates, visiting ailing Kenyans in medical facilities,

responding to queries fiorn Kenyans (like in distress) among others.

47.'l'he Mission maintains a database fbr the Kenya Diaspora in Tanzania and has an online

diaspora regisrration portal. Kenyans travelling to or residing in Tanzania can register by

accessing the link provided on the Missions website. Civen the vasl nature ofTanzania, the

online platlorm enables Kenyans in Tanzania to register without having 1o come physically

to the HiSh Commission. thus saving travel time and cosls.

48.'l'he Mission is follorving up on cnhancing the statistical tool on the online Diaspora

Registration Portal in Iiaison with the Mobile Network Operators to enhance data accuracy

6n the' number of Kenyans that have retnained in Tanzania for the long term and those that

have already travelled back to Kenya.

49.'l he Kenya High Comrnission in partnership with KCB Bank, Kenya Airways, Vodacom

and other stakeholders hosted the Diaspora Forum on 9 March 2024 in Dar es Salaam, under

thc theme. "Forging netrvorks and harnessing the full potential of the Kenya Diaspora in
'l'anzania". Kenyans living in Tanzania were sensitized on the systems and structures put in

place b1, the Kenya Government to protect the diaspora and hamess the opportunities

available. the Kenya Diaspora Policy, consular services of'fered by the Mission and

lnvcsttnent opportunities in Kenya. 'lhe Forum also established useful networks for job

crcatiou. opening trade routcs, skills and technology transfer. The event attracted over 500

Kenyans living in Tanzania.

50. The Kcnya High Cornmission also successfully hosted the Mobile Consular Services

excrcise on 26th - 27th March 2024, which was organized by the Stale Department for

Diaspora Affairs in conjunction with the State Department for Immigration & Citizen

Scrvices. The exercise attractcd many Kenyans who were assisted in making applications
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lor passport renewals. identity cards, birth certificates, emergencv travel documents. and

consular services among others.

51. Over the years, it has been demonstrated that the Diaspora play an important role in

economic development as a source of foreign exchange through l)iaspora renrittances.

Remittance inflows to Kenya have been on an upward trajectory. accounting lirr tnttre tltan

3 per cent of the country's Gross Domestic Product (GDP). It is important to note tl'lat in

Africa, Tanzania is Kenya's leading source ofdiaspora retnittances.

4.4 Opporlunities for Kenya

4,4.1 Development of a Natural Gas Export Project from Dar es Salaam, Tanzaniz

to Mombasa, Kenya

52. Following the discovery of commercial quantities of natural gas in Tanzania. considering the

availability ofnatural gas markets in Tanzania and Kenya and bearing in mind a nccd lor Kenla

to access natural gas for their markets, on 04rh May 2021 , the Governments ofthc U nited Republic

ofTanzania (URT) and the Republic ofKenya (GoK) entered a Memorandum ol' Understanding

(MoU) for cooperation in the development of the Natural Gas Export Project from I'anzania to

Kenya.

53. Tanzanian President, Her Excellency Samia Suluhu Hassan and Kcnyan President. His

Excellency William Ruto agreed to expedite the construction of a 600 krn long natural gas

pipeline between the two countries. The pipeline project is expected Io boost trade bct\!cen the

two African nations while reducing their energ-,- costs. The project is estimated to cost KES Ii2bn
($ I .l bn). The project is expected to be lunded via Public Private Parlncrship (PI'P)' thc pipeline

will allow Kenya to utilise the Tanzanian natural gas deposits to bring dorvn both the cost ol
cooking gas and electricity prices.

54. Preparations for the feasibility studies tbr the construction ofa gas pipeline liorn Dar es Salaanl

lo Mombasa have commenced with three Joint Technical Commiltee (J'l'C) rneetings of Experts

lrom Kenya and Tanzania with the most recent held in February 2023 in Dar es Salaarr. During

lhe 3d JTC, several documents were dralled and have been finalized consensus has been reached

and clearances have been given by both Kenya and Tanzania governments. Kenya was expected

to host the 4'h JTC during the lst quarter of2024.

55. The signing ofa Draft Agreement between GoK and URT on conducting a lLasibilitl'studv lbr

the development of a natural gas export project fiom Dar es Salaam, 'l'anzania to Mombasa.

Kenya is expected to be undertaken by the Minister of Energy. 'l'anzania and the Cabinet

Sccretary lor Energy and Petroleum, Kenya early in 2024 during the lourth J-l'C.

.1.4.2 Promoting Bilateral Trade and Investment

56. On the promotion of bilateral trade and inveslment the High Commissioner made thc tbllorr ing

observations-

a) The Recurrent Non-Taritf Barriers have had the efTect of' slowing down thc f'ree

movement of people and goods between Kenya and URT. It is with this in rnind that

in the month of March 2024, Kenya and Tanzania held thc 8tr'Joint'fechnical

Committee (JTC) on Trade in Kisumu Kenya. with the aim of enhancing bilateral trade

by eliminating all non-tariff barriers to trade. The outcome of that bilateral meeting
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was positive, providing clear mechanisms and timelines to eliminate all non-tariff

barriers by the end ofJune this year (2024):

b)'l-he Mission u.ill coordinate, facilitate and participate in the Upcoming Trade Fairs

including the 48th Dar es Salaam International Trade Fair (DITF) that will be held in

.lune 2024. 'fhe expected outcome of the Fair is lhe increased awareness of market

access opportunities fbr Kenl'an producls in Tanzanial

c) lhe Mission rvill f'urther coordinate and facilitate Kenya's participation in business

lirrurns, exhibitions and other export promotion activities for increased awareness of

markel access opportunilies for Kenyan products in Tanzania;

d) ln order to increase awareness of available trade and investment opportunities, the

Mission tvill continue to share market information with the Ministry Headquarters and

relevant agencies for disselnination to Kenyan manufacturers and exporters;

e) lJpon request, the Mission will also link potential Kenyan exporters to markets in
-l'anzania in order lo increase Kenya',s export base in Tanzania and increase awareness

of'Kenyan products in Tanzania; and,

1) 'l'he Mission will hold a rneeting with the Kenya business community in Tanzania wilh

a view to sharing inlbnnation on the opportunities in order to sal'eguard Kenya's trade

and investment interests.

.1.;1.3 Strengthening Kenya's Diplomatic Presence in New and Emerging Markets

57.'l'he Mission is accredilcd to Seychelles, Comoros, Mauritius and the lndian Ocean Rim

Association (IORA). In a bid to strengthen Kenya's relations in new and emerging markets such

as Sel,chelles. Comoros and Mauritius. Kenya and Seychelles signed an agreement establishing

general cooperation in June 2014. The inaugural session of the JCC between Kenya and

Sel,chelles is schedulcd to be held in Kenya on dates to be mutually agreed through diplomatic

channels.'l he inaugural JCC bctrveen Kenya and Comoros is proposed to lake place from 3'd to

5'r' June 2024.

58.'l-he Ministry of Health ofthe Republic ofseychelles has expressed interest in recruiting health

prolessionals tiom Kenya to work with Seychelles Health Care Agency on short- and long-term

contracls. 'l'he request is being proccssed by the Ministry of []ealth.

{.d,,1 Implementation of the EAC Protocol on Information, Communications and

Technology

59. All trAC l)artner states have ratified the Protocol on Information, Communications and

'l'cchnologl, and are implementing the Protocol. Horvever. Tanzania is yet to harmonise its

r6arr ing charges wilh the other Partner States. There is a necd to continue lobbying Tanzania to

harlrronise its roaming chargcs uith the other Partner States since it will reduce the cost of
roanring and contribute kr lowering the cost ofdoing business in the region.

{,5 Administrative issues in the mission

.1.5.1 Human Resource

60.'l'he Kenya High cornmission, Dar es Salaam is managed by a High Commissioner as the Head

pl'Mission. 'fherc arc seven (7) Political Officers, deployed to undertake diplomatic duties. Three

(3) otllcers fiorn other relevant Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs) of the
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Covernment of Kenya discharge their respective tine duties accordingly. 'I'hesc include [)efcnse

Advisor, Foreign Relations Official and immigration Attachi. In addition to lhe above. the

Mission has twelve (12) staff. hired as Local Based staffto provide support services.

4.5.2 Finance and Budget

61. The below figures represent the budgetary allocation for the last three years.

Whereas the financial requirements by the Mission is growing, the budgetary allocation has

remained more or less the same over the years, posing great challenges in implementation

ofprogrammes.

62. In addition, the Mission is highly inconvenienced by delays experienced in receiving VA'l'

refunds from the host country.

2022t23 2023/24YEAR 202U22

269.368.657BUDGET GROSS

EXPENDITURE

2 I 3,885,891 .00 2 I 3.885.891 .00

A-I-A 36,5 84,600.00 37,699,600.00 5 7.482.300.00

NET

EXPENDITURE

177.301,291 .00 176,I86,29r.00 25 t.886.-157.00

4.5.3 PerformanceManagemenl

63. The Mission is in the process of preparing a Strategic plan for the period 2023/24 to 2027 /28

which will detail programmes envisioned for implementation in the five-year pcriod.

64. The performance Contract for 2023/24 is currently being implemented. So far. the Mission has

achieved close to 80oZ on implementation ofthe set targets.

4.5.4 Government Owned Properties

65. The Govemment ofKenya owns a number ofproperties in J'anzania. These include: -

a) Two-storey building leased to KCB Tanzania (Harambee Plaza) plot no. 1858 2:

b) The Chancery which is a Villa (Kenya House) plot no. I 859:

c) Two Residential Houses (under one parcel of land title no. 34987);

d) A single storey building for FRO on Plot. No.689- Mikocheni area. Mawezi street'

Plot size of l000sqm; and,

e) A five-acre plot in Dodoma.

66. In terms of residential accommodation, the High Commissioner as rvell as all other statl'lrc

housed in leased properties. Rent for properties in Dar es Salaam is considerably high. 'l he

Mission therefore recommends that consideration be made for the acquisition of the

High Commissioner's residence through buying or construction

4.5.5 Motor Vehicle

66. The Mission owns five (5) Motor vehicles tbur (4) of which arc Prados and one ( | ) Van. 'l hc

Mission also owns One (l) motorcycle. Two of the Prados belong to the Agencies'
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(r7.'l'$o of the Mission vehiclcs namely, lhe Toyota Land Cruiser Prado VX-L and the Van are eight

(8) years and seven (7) years old respectively and have covered a substantial distance in mileage.
-['he motor vehicles cover long distances between Dar es Salaam and other major cities/towns,

including Dodoma. Arusha among others, when ferrying Mission staff for official functions

which are regularly held away from Dar es Salaam and the cost ofrepair and maintenance ofthe

vchicles is equally relatively high'

6tl. 'l'hc Mission therelbre requests tbr the allocation ofadequate budgetary resources in the financial

1'car 2023124. to procure a rcplacement representational vehicle'

4.8 C'hallenges experienced by the Mission

6g. Several challenges impact the implementation ofthe set priorities. These include: -

a) t.imited budgetary resources to carry out the Mission's activities in a fast country;

h) Recurrent Non-Tariff Barriers to trade that have had the eftect of limiting trade and slowing

down the fiee movetnent ol'people and goods between the two countries;

c) Slow pace of intplementation on a number of bilateral programmes/activities;

d) presence ofstereotypes and generalizations about socialization and culture: Mistrust makes it

hard lbr Kenyans and Kenyan companies to operate in Tanzania and penetrate the marketi

c) 'fanzania has not lully'implemented some EAC Prolocols such as the EAC Common Market

Protocol. Ken1,a. Uganda and Rwanda abolished the work permit fees and simplified the

procedures and requirements lbr work permits for citizens from the three countries, to

libcralize the movement of labour. Kenyans are however charged for work perm its in Tanzania

while this is not the case in Kenya where work permits for EAC citizens do not attract charges.
'l'here is a need for Kenya to continue to lobby'l-anzania to reciprocate fbr Kenyans seeking

kr work in Tanzania and abolish work permit fees; l) Kenya and Tanzania share a long porous

border. Illegal trade and other forms oftransnational crime often occur through illegal routes

dubbed punyo Xrlrlr,s. '['his lrade and its resultant security implications dent the country's

imagc;

g) 1'he rapid developmenls in technological innovations pose a threat to lhe safety ofthe

Mission's inlbrmation that is stored/ transmitted in electronic form;

h) The negative eft'ects of climate change globally, and natural disasters such as floods

and droughts lead to the destruction of infrastructu re, property and a high cost of liv in8.
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5.0 OBSERVATIONS

70. The Delegation made the lollowing observations-

a) The Committee observed the EACK's intention to roll out Kiswahili training in all l)artner

States whereby it had conducted on analysis ofpriority training needs in Kiswahili in all EAC

Partner States to identify challenges confronting the development and promotion of Kisrvahili

in the EAC:

b) The EACK's should support the enhancement of awareness creation and publicity tbr

enhanced visibitity ofthe Commission to key stakeholders. including Parliament of'Ken1'a:

c) The Committee also observed that payment of business permits every three months b)'

Kenyans in Tanzania is nol tenable in light of protocols on the free movemenl ol'goods and

services and the issues need to be addressed diplomatically;

d) The differences in the payment of carriage service fees at the ports in l'anzania necd to be

addressed. Kenyans are required to pay 35 US dollars for economy class fiom Dar cs salaam

to Zanzibar while Tanzanians only pay Tanzanian shillings 30,000. This issue must be

addressed by the Technical Committee on Transport. There should be uniformitf in the

amount paid by all the people:

e) It was observed that the issues ofbusiness permits for Kenyans in Tanzania and share capital

requirement for registralions ofbusinesses in Tanzania need a complete overhaul to scrap the

business permits requirement to reciprocate what Kenya is doing and lower the share capital

requirements. This will allow small investors to invest in Tanzania register their business

there and obtain credit lrom financial institutions. This issue should be brought out at the

Technical Committee on Labour and lmmigration and also at the Technical Committcc on

Trade Practices lor deliberation:

f) Further the committee observed that Business visas are charged at 100 US Dollars paid only

at the border thus requiring Kenya to travel to the border every three months to renew their

business permits. This needs to be reviewed to lower the charges ofthe business visa or scrap

it at all and have stations in Zanzibar where it can be renewed to avert the cost of having to

travelto the border to renew the same every three months. Further, the visa should be dcemed

to have expired ifone leaves Tanzania before three months as is greally the case.

g) The Committee observed that funding of foreign missions should be commensurate wilh the

work and programmes ofa specific mission. The volume oftrade or lhe magnitude ofissues

in each mission should determine the funding allocation.

h) It was observed that Kenya and Tanzania continue to enhance her bilateral relations hence

there is need for further diplomatic consultation with each other governments to make their

laws more facilitative for investments.

i) It was observed that there is lack of awareness by the public of member states on [:AKC

activities and programmes geared towards promoting the status of Kiswahili as an ol'tlcial

language as well as a lingua franca.
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6.0 RECOMMENDATIONS AND FINDINGS

71. In the context of'llast Atiican Cotnmunity, the Committee made thc following recommendations:

a) Funding of the Easl Africa Kiswahili Commission (EAKC) - the Committee recommends

that the (EAKC) as an organ of the East Afiican Community should be sufficiently funded

and stafled tbr efficacy in the execution ot'its mandate. The Committee further directs that

thc Ministry of East Aliican Community, the ASALs and Regional Development in

c0llaboralion with the Ministry o1'F'oreign and Diaspora Atlairs ensures that all EAC organs

and institutions are rvell lunded and statfed particularly EACK.

b) capacity Building anri Training by EAKC - The House leadership should also support

EACK's intention to roll out Kiswahili trainings tbr Members of Parliament and staff on

Kiswahili usage in Parliament.

c) Frcc movement ofgoods and services- The Committee recommends Kenyans in Tanzania

to lieely access employment and do business without being subjected to restrictions such as

r|ork pennits. approvals etc.'Ihis rvill increase tiAC Community workforce and wealth

crearion; The Ministry of EAC, the ASALs and Regional Development in conjunction with

the Minisrry ol Foreign and Diaspora Allairs to address the issue of payment of business

permit everl three months diplomatically;

d) Non-tariff barriers to trade - The East Aliican Communily should develop a mechanism

Io rcsolve thc non-tarill'barriers to trade by June 2024 to allow the free movement ofpeople,

goods and services betrveen lhe two states:

e) Busincss visas -The Committee recommends thal there is needs to review and lower the

charges of thc business visa or scrap completely and have stalions in Z,anzibar where it can

be rcnerved lo avert the cost of having to travel to the border to renew the same every three

months. Further. the visa should be deerred to have expired il'one leaves Tanzania before

thrcc ntontlts as it is the case. 'l'his issue should also be brought out at the Technical

Comntittee 0n Labour. lmmigration services and also at the Technical Committee on Trade

Practices for deliberation and to reach a solution befbre the end of FY 202412025 '

t) Funding of missions- Funding of fbreign missions should be commensurate with the work

and progralnmcs of a specific rnission. The volume of trade or the magnitude of issues in

each mission should determine the f-unding allocation. For the foreign embassies to function

eflectively. the Ministry of Foreign and Diaspora Affairs should provide additional funding

during thc dcliheration of the cstimates ofthe FY 2024/2025 -

g) Emcrging Issues - Thc Committee noted thal EAC Partner states need to actively monitor

and engage with emerging issues rvithin the EAC region. Recognizing the evolving dynamics

and opportunities presented by Ihese issues, the Partner States should position themselves to

leverage these changes lor both bilateral and multilateral benefit.

h) Mission to Relocate to Dodoma- The Government of Tanzania has allocated land and the

construction of'the Kenya High Commission in Dodoma, which therelore needs to be fast-

tracked as recommended by the Committee to reduce operations cost and that the Cabinet

Sccrctary to allocate resources in the FY 2024/25.
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i) Strengthening Bileterel Reletions- The committee recommends that Kenya and Tanzania

continue to enhance their bilateral relations by fostering regular exchange programmes,

collaborative initiatives
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The Chairperson called the meeting to order at 12.15 p.m., thercafter invited Hon. Naomi Jillo
Waqo, CBS, MP to pray.

MIN.NA/ DAA&GPCINICIaO}4II2O ADOPTION OT THE AGENDA

The agenda of the meeting was unanimously adopted as listed hereunder and having betn
proposed by Hon. Beatrice Kemei, MP and seconded by Hon. Elizabeth Kailemig MP.

AGENDA

l. Prayer & Preliminaries;

2. Adoption ofthe Agenda;

3. Confirmation of the Previous Minutes;

4. Matters.Arising
5. Adoption ofthe Report on the inspection visit to the Semi - Autonomous Institutions

of the East African Community and the Centrei Corridor in the United Republic o'f

Tanzanial
6. Pending busj6sss before the Committee
7. Any o![s1 gusiness; and,
E. Adpumment

lvffiv.ut n.uc cPct Nrcnoz4 I t2l COM'IRMATION
I\,IINUTES

OF PREVIOUS

Minutes ofthe 2lth Sitting held on Tuesday 30th July, 2024 were confirmed as a true record of

the proceedings having been proposed by Hon. Beatrice Kemei, MP and seconded by Hon. Farah

Yakub, MP.

MIN.NA/DAA&GPCIF|TCI2O24I122 MATTERSARISING

Under MIN.NA./ DAA&GPC/ RIC nl24tll7 on observation (2), the Committee noted that the

Ministry of Education to be invited to clariry to the Committee on the status of the Kiswahili

language is tought in Kenyan schools as it is considered as one ofthe officlal National languages.

fte-CJmmittJnrrther emphasized that the Ministry need to apprise about whether Kiswahili is

optional in Grade seven or not under the new Competency based Curriculum (CBC)'

MIN.NA/DAA&GP0INIC/20241|23ADoPTIoNoFTHEREPoRToNTIIE
INSPECTION VISIT TO THE SE}tr _
AI-iTONOMOUS INSTITUTIONS OF THE
EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY AND
TIIE CENTRAL CORRIDOR IN TIIE
UMTED REPIJBLIC OF TANZANIA
TIIAT TOOK PLACE FROM 23R.D TO
26TH MARCH,2024

The committee Members unanimously adopted the Report on the consideration of the Report

on the inspcction visit to the semi - Autonomous Institutions of the East African community

and the centrat corridor in the Unircd Republic ofTanzania as proposed and seconded by Hon.

Beatrice Chepngeno Kemei, M.P and Hon. Elizabeth Karambu Kailemia, MP, rcspectively'
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MIN.NA/ DAA& GPC I R]IC NO24 I 124 PENDING BUSINESS
COMIT{ITTEE

BEFORE TIM,

The Committee was apprised of the pending business before the Committee as listed hereunder,

the Chairperson Iauded the Committee for having completed most of its activities as planned for
he financia[ year 202312024 noting that a number of reports have been tabled in the House.

Pending Business before the Committee on Regional Integration

Reports
(i) Consideration of the Report on the Inspection Visit to the Semi - Autonomous

Institutions of the East African Community and the Central Corridor in the United

Republic ofTanzania that took place from 23d - 306 March, 2024;( Report Adopted on

01.08.2024);
(ii) Report on the Business transacted by the East African Legislative Assembly @ALA) at

the 4th Meeting of the lst Session of the 5th Assembly from I lth - 23d June, 2023 in

Arusha, Tanzania (Report Adopted and Tabled ou 13,06.2-24\ and,
(iiD Report on the Visit to ECOWAS HQ in Nigeria that took place from 6m to loh November

2023 (Report Adopted and awaiting Tabled on 13.06.2024).

The Committee was also briefed ofthe activities undertaken during the previous financial year,

key achievement were noted including pushing of passport issuance,by ensuring reduction of
backlog in the Department of Immigration and Citizen Services which was a milestone reached

by the Committee in ensuring free movement ofpersons and goods in the region.

Way Forward

The Committee resolved as follows -
(D To further invite the State Department of Immigration and Citizen services to provide an

update on the status regarding the issuance ofpassport to the citizens; and

(ii) (ii) To organize a forum for the Committees handling matters regional integration of
Parliaments in the East African region and to address among others challenges relating
to remittance to EAC.

MIN.NA/ DAA&GPCI RICT}OZ4IIZS ANY OTI{ER BUSINESS

(i) Capacity building - the Committee resolved to undertake acapacity building training
during the FY 2024n025.

(iD Upcoming retreat - undertake a retreat once the exchequer is released to finish
Committee pending business.

MIN.NA/ DAA&GPCIRICNO24II26 ADJOI]RNMENT

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:50 pm. Next meeting would be
held on Tues 6s August, 2024 at 12:00 noon venue to be mmu cated

ate: 2aV
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HON, WANJIKUMUHIA, CBS, MP
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MIN. NA/ DAA&GPCI RICI2O24III3

The Chairperson called the meeting to order at

Mwashako Mwakuwon4 MP to PraY.

MIN.NA/ DAA& GP C I RIC 12024 I I I 4

PRELIMINARIES

12.20 p.m., thereafier invited Hon. Danson

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda of the meeting was unanimously adopted as listed hereunder on the proposal of
Hon. Joseph Gitari, MP and seconded by Hon. Danson Mwashako, MP.

AGENDA

l. Prayer & Preliminaries;

2. Adoption of the Agenda;

3. Confirmation of the Previous Minutes;

4. Matters Arising;
5. Consideration of the draft Report on the inspection visit to the Semi - Aulonomous

Institutions of the East African community and the central corridor in the United

Republic of Tanzania;
6. Any other Business; and,

7. Adjournment.

MIN.NA/ DAA&GPC/ RIC/2024/I I5 CONFIRMATION OF
PREVIOUS MINUTES

THE

Minutes ofthe 20th Sitting held on Thursday l3th June, 2024 were confirmed as a true record

ofthe proceedings on the proposal ofHon. Joseph Gitari, MP and seconded by Hon. Andrew

Adipo, MP.

MIN.NA/ DAA&GPCI R.ICDO24III6 MATTERS ARISING

No matter arose.

MIN.NA/ DAA& GPCI R,ICIZO24I II7 CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT

REPORT ON THE INSPECTION VISIT TO

THE SEMI _ AUTONOMOUS
INSTITUTIONS OF THE EAST AFRICAN
COMMUNITY AND THE CENTRAL
CORRIDOR IN THE UNITED REPUBLIC
OF TANZANIA THAT TOOK PLACE

FROM 23RD TO 26TII MARCH,2024

The Committee was taken through the Report on the inspection visit to the Semi - Autonomous

lnstitutions of the East African Community and the Central Corridor in the United Republic ol

Tanzania by the delegation secretary who took members through the report highlighting

various issues that were noted during the study visit.
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The objective of the study visit was to find out the progress made by the semi-autonomous

institutionvorgans of the East African community (EAC) and in particular the EAC Kiswahili

Commission in the coordination and promotion of the development and use of Kiswahili in the

region and beyond.

The delegation secretary noted that the delegation visited the East Africa Kiswahili

Commission, the High Commission of Kenya to the United Republic of Tanzania, and also had

a meeting with Kenyans living and working in Zanzibar.

The Committee was briefed on the main functions of the Kiswahili Commission, its

composition, key achievements and the challenges the Commission is experiencing in

discharging its mandate.

Further, Members were also apprised on the recommendations of the delegation aimed at

addressing the challenges and improving the operations ofthe Commission.

In addition, Members were informed of the plight of Kenyans living and working in Zanzibar

and the proposed recommendations by the delegation to address the existing gaps.

Finally, the Committee was also taken through the issues that arose from the brief by the High

Commission of Kenya to the United Republic of Tanzania.

Committee Observations

The Committee deliberated the draft report and observed the following:

Mcmbers expressed their appreciation to the delegation led by Hon. David Ochieng, MP

and observed that there is need for the Committee to champion for the use of Kiswahili

which is both an official and national language, but still used sparingly. In this regard,

there is need for deliberate efforts to promote and enhance the use of Kiswahili in the

country;

The committee observed that Kenya and Tanzania have had and still have strong bilateral

relations and diplomatic ties which require to be consciottsly managed and maintained.

Therefore, there should be deliberate efforts by the Kenyan Covernment via the Ministry

of Tourism and Wildlife and that of Foreign and Diaspora Affairs to rebrand and market

Kenya to eliminate existing historical stereotypes and prejudices/biases between the two

countries;

Further, in an effort to promote a cordial relationship with Tanzania, the Committee also

encouraged that the President of Kenya considers addressing Parliament of the United

Republic of Tanzania. This would be an appropriate forum to address the existing

misunderstanding between the two countries with a view of streamlining them for

posterity;

2
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4. The Committee also observed the issues affecting Kenyans living and working in

Z,aruibar need to be looked into to ensure that they are able to work smoothly and do

business with ease as stipulated in the East African Community treaty.

Way Forward

L In a bid to promote Swahili language, Members agreed to lead the way by having the

report translated to Kiswahili;

2. Engage with the Ministry of Education to find out the place of Kiswahili in the Kenyan

curriculum and measures put in place to ensurc that the teaching and leaming ofthe

language is well supported;

Engage the Cabinet Secretaries for the Ministries of Investments, Trade and Industry

and the East African Community, the ASALs and Regional Development with regard

to the issues affecting conduct of business by Kenyans in Tanzania.

Resolution

The Committee has deferred the adoption of the Report on the on the inspection visit to the

Semi-Autonomous Institutions ofthe East African community and the central corridor in the

Unitd Republic ofTanzania to the next sitting'

MIN.NA/ DAA& GP CI RJICNOz4 I II8 AIIY OTIIER BUSINESS AND

ADJOTJRNMENT

There being no other business, the meeting was adjoumed at l3:49 pm. The next meeting would

be held on Thursday lst Augus! 2024 at 12:00 noon in the same venue.

t

Signed:.
==,\

HON. WANJIKU MI,]HIA, CBS, MP - CHAIRPERSON

.nste: ..... o.1 lu-ul* *+

4
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(, Adoption of the Report on the study visit to the Republic of Zambia, the Headquarter of
COMESA;

(ii) Draft Committee work planFY 202312024;

6. Any other Business;
7. Adjoumment.

MIN. NA/ DAA&OSC/ RIC/20231 I32 PRELIMINARIES

Pursuant to Standing Order 188, the Members present elected Hon. David Ochieng, MP, to chat the meeting,

as proposed by Hon. Fatuma Masito, MP and seconded by Hon. Christopher Aseka MP. Hon. Ochieng

thereafter assumed the Chair and cdled the meeting to order at I 1.20 am. and requested Hon Fatuma Masito,

MP to read the Prayer.

MIN.NA/ DAA&OSC/ RJC/2023r33 ADOPTION OF TIIE AGENDA

The agenda was unanimously adopted having been adopted by Hon. Rael Chepkemoi Kasiwai, MP and

seconded by Hon. Fatuma Masito, MP.

MTN.NA/ DAA&OSC/ RrC/2023l 134 CONT'IR1\{A-TIONOFPREVIOUSMINUTES

Minutes of the 266 sitting held on Tuesday 256 July, 2023 were confirmed as true reflections of the

Foc€edings having been proposed by Hon. David Ochieng, MP and seconded by Hon Julius Kipletting
Rutto, MP.

MTN.NA/ DAA&OSC/ RIC/2023I135 MATTERSARISING

No mrtters arose

MIN.NA/ DAA&OSC/ RIC/2023I 136 ADOPTION OF'THE RE,PORT ON TIIE STUDY
VISTT TO TIIE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA, TIIE
IMADQUARTEROF'COMESA

The observations made by the Committee during the snrdy visit to Lusak4 were proposed by Hon. Rael

Chepkemoi Kasiwai and seconded by Hon. Fatuma Masito, MP. The Committee adopted the report on the

study visit to the Republic of Zambia without amendments.

Having considered the Report on the Study visit to the Headquater of COMESA, Republic of Zambia,
the Committee adopted the Report pursuant to SO. 212 (2) (d), as having been proposed by the Hon. Rael

Chepkemoi Kasiwai and seconded by Hon. Fatuma Masito, MP, M.P.

MTN.NA/DAA&OSC/RrC/202:I/197 DRAFT COMIVtrTTEE WORK PLAN Fr
,,.23D024

Consideration of the Agenda item on the committee work plan FY 202312024 was defened to the next

meeting on Tuesday 86 August, 2023.

MIN.NA/ DAA&OSC/ RICI2O23/I38 AITY OTIIER BUSINESS

The Members expressed their appreciation and applauded the entire Committee on Regional lntegration and

*cretariat for their time, commitnrent and active participation.

Tbe Commifiee resolved to invite the following Ministries to appear before the Committee as follows -
2



tf'UrCabinet 
Secretary, Ministry of Interior and National Administration to appe ar before the Committee

on Tuesday 15th August, 2023 at 10.30 a.m. to deliberate on among other issues -
a Strategies the Ministry has put in place to support free movement of goods, services and

people within the East Africaa Community bloc and other Regional bodies;

b. Measures put in place by your Ministry to ensure intra EACtade is not hindered by Non-

Tariffs Barriers (NTB) such as police road blocks along the Northem Corridor; and

c. lntegration of Refugees into the local commrurity as stipulated in the Refugee Act (No. l0 of
2021) - update on the status of refugees in the corurtry and particularly those from the East

African Community @AC) region and the planned integration process by the govemment.

(2) The Committee firther stated the need to discuss issues pertaining to issuance of passports, insecurity

at Lake Victoria-
(3) The Principal Secretary, State Departrnent for Labour and Skill Development, Ministry of Labour

and Social Protection to appear before the Committee following the familiarization retreat in
Mombasa, on Thursday, 176 August, 2023 at 72:00 noor.

(4) The Principal Secretary, State Departrnent for Trade, Ministry of I-nvestments, Trade and Industry to

appear before the Committee following the familiarization retreat in Mombasa, on Tuesday, 22nd

August, 2023 at 12:00 noon.
(5) Proposed visit to the East African Community, Members were appraised on the upcoming offrcial

iaspection to various EAC institutions in the Central Corridor starting from the Port of Dare salaam

to Mwanz4 Tanzania between the months of October and D ecember, 2023
(i) inspection visit to Centra.l Corridor - @ort of Dar es Salaam and do a benchmarking tour of

the Port where the Central Corridor starts and travel to Dodoma, have a day off to engage

Parliament (Regional Integration counterparts in Dodom4 and travel from Dodoma to
Mwanz4 then fly to Zatzibar for an engagement with one instirution of EAC, the Swahili
Commission).

(ii) Visit to Bujumbura for an engagement with one institution of EAC (Health Commission),
then fly to Rwanda for an engagement with East Africa Science and Technology.

(iii)Visit to Uganda to have engagement with the Parliamentary Forum on Eas African
Community and visit the East African Development Bank, Lake Victoria Fisheries

Organization and the Inter-University Council of East Africa.

Way forward/Resolution

Secretariat were directed to communicate to the Ministry of East African Community, Regional Development

and the ASALs on the preferred dates and itinerary to firm up logistical arrangements.

MIN. NA/ DAA&OSC/ RIC I2O23II39 ADJOURNMENT

The meetin adjoumed at 12.30 p.m. Next meeting will be held on Tuesday 86 August, 2023

Signed Date -
0 a,

I
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HON. WA}IJIKU MP-CHAIRPERSON


