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THE SMALL CLAIMS COURT ACT,2016

AN ACT of Parliament to establish Small Claims Court;
to provide for the jurisdiction and procedures of the
Court and for connected purposes

ENACTED by Parliament of Kenya, as follows-
PART I- PRELIMINARY

l. This Act may be cited as the Small Claims Court
Act, 2016.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires-
"Adjudicator" means an Adjudicator appointed under

section 5:

"Chief Justice" means the Chief Justice appointed
under Article I 66 of the Constitution:

"Chief Registrar" means the Chief Registrar of the
Judiciary referred to in Article 161 (2) (c) of the
Constitution:

"claim" means a claim lodged with the Small Claims
Court in accordance with section 23:

"claimant" means a person who lodges a claim with a
Small Claims Court and includes any person who becomes
a party to the proceedings on any claim in the capacity of a

claimant;

"Court" means a Small Claims Court established under
section 4 of this Act;

"electronic means" includes electrical, digital,
magnetic, optical, biometric, electrochemical, wireless or
electromagnetic technology;

"electronic system" means any electronic device or a
group of interconnected or related devices, one or more of
which, pursuant to a program, performs automatic
processing of data and includes a permanent, removable or
any other electronic storage medium;

"Gazette" has the meaning assigned to it under Article
260 of the Constitutionl

"judicial officer" has the meaning assigned to it by
section 2 of the Judicial Service Act, 201 1;

"Judicia[ Service Commission" means Judicial Service
Commission established under Article 17l of the
Constitution;
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"party" means a claimant or respondent and any other
person jorned as a third party in proceedings under this Act;

"prescribed limit" means one hundred thousand
shrlhngs or such other sum as the Chief Justice may
determine by notice n the Gazette;

"respondcnt" means any person against whom a claim
is made and any person who becomes a party to the
proceedrngs on any claim in the capacity of a respondent in
any proceedings under thrs Act; and

"Rules" means the Rules made under section 50 of this
Act.

3. ( l) In exercise of its junsdrctron under this Act, the
Court shall be guided by the principles of ludicial authonty
prescnbed under Article 159(2) of the Constitution

(2) The parties and their duly authorized
representatives, as the case may be, shall assist the Court to
facilitate the observance of the gurding principles set out in
thrs sectlon, to that effect, to paniclpate in the proceedrngs
of the Court and to comply wlth dlrectlons and orders of
that Court.

(3) Without preludrce to the generahty of subsection
(l) the Court shall adopt such procedurcs as the Coun
deems appropriate to ensure-

(a) the timely disposal of all proceedings before the
Court usrng the least expensive method:

(b) equal opportunrty to access judicial servrces
under this Act;

(c) fairness of process; and

(d) simplicity of procedure.

PAR,T II_ESTABLISHMENT, ORGANIZATION
AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE COURT

4. (l) There rs established a court to be known as the
Small Claims Court which shall be a subordrnate Court
pursuant to Article 169 ( I ) (d) of the Constrtution.

(2) Pursuant to Article 6(3) of the Constitution, the
Chref Justice shall, by notice in the Gazette, designate any
Court station as a Small Claims Coun with such
geographical lurisdiction as may be specified in the notice.

20t6
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(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2), the geographical
jurisdiction may be in relation to a sub-county or other
units of decentrahzation ln compliance with Article 6(3) of
the Constitution.

5. (l) The Coun shall be presrded over by an
Adjudicator.

(2) A person shall be qualified for appointment as an
Adjudicator if that person-

(a) is an advocate of the High Court of Kenya; and

(b) has at least thre€ years' experience in the legal field.

6. (1) The Judicial Service Commission shall, pursuant
to Article 172(l) of the Constitution, appoint such number
of Adjudicators, registrars and other officers of Small
Claims Courts as may be necessary for the effective
discharge of the functions of the Court.

(2) Without prejudice to subsection ( I ), the Chief
Justrce may designate any .yudicral officer to act as an
Adjudicator in any proceedings undcr this Act.

(3) Any Adjudicator or officer appointed under this
sectron shall serve on such terms as may be specified in the
instrument of appointment.

(4) An Adjudicator may serve on full time or part time
basis.

7. An Adjudicator shall, on first apporntment, take an
oath or affirmation in the prescribed form in accordance
with section 4O of the Judicial Service Act, 201 l.

t. A person shall be qualified to be appornted as a
Registrar under this Act rf that person-

(a) is an advocate of the High Court of Kenya and
has attained at least three years legal experrence;
or

(b) rs trained as a paralegal at the Kenya School of
Law.

9. (l) The Regrstrar shall perform the duties assigned
to the Registrar under this Act and other duties as the Chicf
Registrar may direct, and in particular, be responsible for-

(a) the estabhshment and maintenance of the
Register in whrch all records of the Court shall be
kept;
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(b) the acceptance, transmission, service and custody
of documents in accordance with the Rules;

(c) the enforcement of the decrsrons of the Court;

(d) cenifying that any order, directron or decision is
an order, drrection or decrsron of the Courtt

(e) causing to be kept records of the proceedings and
minutes of the Court and such other records as

that Court may directl

(0 managing and supervlsing the staff of the
Court;

(g) the day to day administration of the Court; and

(h) facrlitating access to ludgements ard records of
the Court.

(2) The Registrar may consider and drspose of
procedural or administrative matters in accordance wrth the
Rules or on direction of the Adjudicator.

10. (l) A person aggrieved by a decrsron of the
Regrstrar on matters relating to the judicral functrons of the
Court may apply for review by an Adjudicator of that
Court in accordance with the Rules.

(2) The Adjudicator may confirm, modify or reverse
the decrsion of the Registrar referred to in subsection ( 1).

PART M-JURISDICTION OF THE COI.]RT

11. ( I ) The Chief Justice shall determine and publish a
notice in the Gazette designating the local limits of the
jurisdiction of Small Claims Court.

(2) When determining the local limits of the
junsdiction of the Court, the Chief Justice shall ensure that
such Couns are accessible ln every sub-county and
progressively in other decentralized units of ..;udrcral service
delivery.

12. (1) SubJect to this Act, the Rules and any other
law, the Court has jurisdiction to determine any civil claim
relating to-

(a) a contract for sale and supply of goods or
services;

(b) a contract relating to money held and received;

2016
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(c) liability in tort in resp€ct of loss or damage
caused to any property or for the delivery or
recovery of movable propertyt

(d) compensation for personal injuries; and

(e) set-off and counterclaim under any contract.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection
(l), the Coun may exercise any other civil jurisdictton as

may be conferred under any other written law.

(3) The pecuniary lurisdiction of the Court shall be

limited to two hundred thousand shrllings.

(4) Without prcjudice to subsection (3), the Chief
Justice may determine by notice in the Gazette such other
pecuniary jurisdiction of the Court as the Chief Justice
thrnks fit.

13. (l) If a claim has been lodged with the Court, no
proceedings relating to the same course of actron shall be

brought before any other Court except where the-
(a) proceedings before that other Court were

commenced before the claim was lodged with
the Small Claims Court; or

(b) claim before the other Court has been withdrawn.

(2) A claim shall not be brought before the Court if
proceedings relating to that clarm are pending in or have

been heard and determrned by any other Court.

(3) Subject to section l2(3), a higher court may
transfer a claim to a Small Claims Court.

(4) For the purposes of thls section, a clarm is deemed
to have been lodged with the Court in any case where
section 23 has been complied wtth.

(5) A claim shall not be brought before the Court if the
cause of action is founded upon defamation, libel, slander,
mahcious prosecution or is upon a dispute over a title to or
possession of land, or employment and labour relations.

14. No claim shall be divided or pursued in parts for
the sole purpose of bringing the sum claimed in each of
such proceedings within the jurisdiction of the Court.

15. (l) A person has the nght to lodge a claim before
the Court only if-

No.
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(a) such a person ordinarily rcsid€s or carries on
business within tlrc local limits of tlre jurisdiction
of tlrc Cout;

(b) tfrc subject maner of the claim is situatcd within
the local lirnits of the jurisdiction of the Coun;

(c) the contrrct to which the claim relates was eitlpr
made or was intcndcd to be performed within the
local limits of ttre jurisdiction of the Court;

(d) the cause of action arose within the local limits of
the jurisdiction of the Court: or

(e) the defcndant to tlrc claim resi&s within the local
limits of tlre juridiction of the Court.

(2) Without prcjudicc to subsection ( I ), any person
agalnst whom notice of a clatm has bcen served under
sectron 25 sha.ll be party to the proceedings of that claim.

15. (l) Subject to subscctron (2), rf two or more
persons have claims against the same respondent, such
clarms may be brought in the name of one of such persons
as the repres€ntatrve of some or all of them save that the
authority to act as a represcntative shall be gtven rn writing.

(2) The Coun may, if at any stagc of rhe proceedings
be of the view that a rcpresentative claim may prcjudice the
respondent. order that the claims of all or any of the
persons represented bc heard separatcly.

(3) Each person rcprescmed in a representative claim
shall be considered to have authorized th€ repr€s€ntatlve on
therr behalf to-

(a) call and give evidence and makc submissions to
the Coun on any matter arising dunng the
heanng of the claim;

(b) file affidavits, staterrents o( other documcnts;

(c) agree to an djournmcm or change of venue:

(d) agree to a s€ttlcfiEnt of the claim on such terms
as the person thinks fit; or

(e) anrnd or abandon the claim.

(4) The authonty given to a rEprcsentative under
subscction (l) shdl not be withdrawn except with leave of
the Coun.

?fr15
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(5) Thc Court may, at any tirDc bcforc dctcrminitrg any

claim, Brant leave to any pcrson to join in the claim as a
person represented, on such tcflns as it may think fn.

PAR,T TV_PR,OCEIXJRE BEFORE TEE C(XJRT

17. Subject to this Act and Rulcs, tlrc Court shall havc
control of its own proccdur,e in the dctermination of claims
before it and, in the excrcisc of that control, the Court shall
have regard to t}le principles of naturd justice.

It. (l) In excrcisc of its jurisdiction undcr this Act,
the Court may, with thc conscnt of the parties, adopt and
implement any other appropriarc rneans of dispute
rcsolution for the attainment of thc objcctive envisagcd
under section 3 of this Act.

(2) The Court may adopt an altcmative dispurc
rcsolution mechanism and shall makc such orders or issue
such directions as may be nccessary to facilitarc such
means of dispute resolution.

(3) Any agreement rcached by means of an alrcmativc
drspute rcsolution mechanism shall be recorded as a
binding order of the Courr

f9. (l) A Court may, of its own moligp or at the
rcquest of any party, summon any wiurcss.pnd rcquire tlrc
production of any document, rccord, books of accounts or
.gther thing, which is rclcvant in any proccedings.

(2) The Court shall inquire into any matter which it
may consider rclevant to a claim, whethcr or not a party has
rais€d it.

m. ( I ) A party to the procecdings shall appear in
person or where he or she is unable to appcar in person, bc
reprcscntcd by a duly authorised reprcsentative.

(2) The rcprcsentative refcrred to in subsection ( I )
shall not be a legal practitioner.

(3) A C+urt shall, beforc pernitting a person to act as

a reprcsentative under subs€ction (l), satisfy its€lf that the
pcrson has sufficrent knowlidge of the case and sufficient
authority to bind the party being reprcs€nted.

21. (l) English, Kiswahili or any other appropriate
language may be used at any stage of the proceedings of
Court.

No
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(2) In all appropriate cases, the Court shall facilitate
the use by parties of indigenous languages, Kenyan Sign
Language, Braille and other communication formats and
technologies accessible to persons with disabilities.

(3) Without prejudice to subsectrons ( I ) and (2),
records of proceedings before the Court shall be kept and
maintarned in the English language.

22. ( l) The record of a Court shdl include-

(a) claims and responses filed wrth the Court by
parties;

(b) summaries of the facts of the rssues in dispute in
respect of those claims as determined and recorded
by the Court during the hearing of the claims; and

(c) orders made by the Court in relation to those
claims.

23. (1) Every claim filed with the Court shall
commence with thc filing of a statement of claim in the
prescribed form signed or authenticated by the claimant or
authorized repres€ntative.

(2) Without prejudice to subsection (l), a party may
present his or her claim orally to an officer of the Court,
and such officer shall cause the claim to be reduced in
writing in the prescnbed form signed or authenticated by
the claimant.

(3) Any joint claim lodged by two or more claimants
shall be admitted for determination notwithstanding that
the statement has becn signed or authenticated by only one
or more of them.

(4) Nothing in this sectron invalidates a statement of
clam signed or authenticated by a representattve of a
claimant or joint clarmants.

(5) Any person in whose name a claim is lodged
without his signature or mark authenticating the claim shall
be required to sign or authcnticate the statement of claim
before the commenccment of the hearing and
dctermination of thc claim.

(6) A person who fails to comply with subsection (5)
shall have his or her name struck out of the proceedings
and whereupon his or her claim shall be dcemed to be
abandoned.

Filrng orcllms
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(7) Any party may lodge his or her statement of claim

or defence by electronic means.

A. Every statement of claim shall contain the
following particulars -

(a) the name and address of each claimant and, in the
case of a representative claim. the name and address
of each person rcpresented;

(b) the name and address of each respondent;

(c) the nature of the claim;

(d) the sum of money claimed by each claimant or
person represented;

(e) the relief or orders sought; and

(0 other particulars of the claim as are reasonably
sufficient to inform the respondent of the ground
for the claim and the manner in which the amount
claimed by each claimant or person represented has
been calculated.

25. (l) The Regisrar or other officer designated for
that purpose shall cause to be served on the respondent a
copy of the statement of claim.

(2) The respondent shall lodge with the Court a written
response to the claim, including any counterrlaim or set-
off, in the prescribed form, within fifteen days.

Zi. (l) Where the respondent admits any part of the
claim, the Court shall record ttre admission as an order of
the Court in favour of the Claimant and thercafter proceed
to determine any part of the claim that is denied or has not
been expressly admitted by the respondent.

(2) The Court may permit a rcspondent at any time
before that Court has made a frnal order on the claim, to
orally admit the claim against the rcspondent.

(3) The Court may accept any admission to the claim
in writing by the rcspondent if such admission is received
beforc a final order on the claim has been made by that
Court-

(4) The Court may, for good cause, refuse to accept an
admission made under suhection (l), (2) or (3) and direct
the respondent to appear in person befae the Court.

No.
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(5) If the Court is satisfied that an admission under
subscction (l), (2), or (3) is lcgitimarc, the Court may rnake
an ordcr under subsc€tion (l) agunst thc respoft enl

(6) Any order madc by the Court undcr subscction (5)
may bc set aside on thc application of the rcspondcnt if that
Court is satisfied that the edmission was not mede by the
rcspondcnt or with the respondent's arthority.

(7) An application undcr subscction (6) shall be made
within fourtccn days after the date of the order or such
further pcriod as the Court may pcrmit.

27. (l\ lf tlrc respondcnt fails to respond to thc clarm
within the prcscribed period, thc Court may, cither on its
own motion or on the claimants applicatica enter judgment
for the claimant and order thc rcIief sought in the statement
of claim.

(2) lf a respondcnt fails to appcar rt the hearing in
person or by a rcprcsentati\rc, the claimant may apply to the
Court for an order to be madc against the respondent.

(3) Upon application madc by thc claimant under
subscction (2), the Court shall grant the claimant the order
if it is satisficd that the claimant is entitled thereto.

(4) An order shall not be made against a respondcnt
undcr this section unless the Court is satisfied that a copy
of the written claim and the notice of hcaring have been
served on the rcspondent under section 25 of this Act.

2t. (1) Upon receipt of the rcspondent's written
response, the Court shall notify the parties of thc date, time
and place of hearing of the dctcrmination of the claim.

(2) The parties may call wltnesses at the hearing in
support of their respcctive claims and the Court may accept
any admission to the claim in writing by the respqldent if
such admission is rcceived before any order on the claim
has been made by that Coun.

(3) A Court may summon any person to appear before
it il in the Court's opinion, the presence of the person is
necessary to enable the Court to determine the questions in
dispute in the claim.

29. (1) The Coun may, on such conditions as the Chief
Justice may by Rules prescribe, permit proceedings before

mt6
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that Court to be conducted by telephone, videophone or
any other electronic means.

(2) The Court may at any time direct any proceedings
before it conducted by electronic means to cease and order
the panies to app€ar in person at a designated place for the
hearing.

(3) Any order made by the Court at the proceedings
before it by electronic means may be set aside on the
application of a person aggrieved by that order if that Court
is satisfied that either party has been impersonated or that
any person who participated in the hearing did not have
authority to represent the party concemed.

(4) An application made under subsection (3) shall be
made within one month after the order was made or such
further period as the Court may allow.

30. Subject to agreement of all parties to the
proceedings, the Court may determine any claim and give
such orders as it considers fit and just on the basis of
documents and written submissions, statements or other
submissions presented to the Court.

31. (l) Where it appears to the Court that any two or
more claims lodged with the Court relate to -

(a) a common question of fact or law; or
(b) the same cause ol'action.

the Court may. before final determination of any of them
order consolidation of such claims.

(2) The Court may exercise its power to consolidate
claims, where it considers that such consolidation is in the
interest of the parties and would serve the ends ofjustice.

32. (l) The Court shall not be bound wholly by the
Rules of evidence.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsecrion
(l), the Court may admit as evidence in any proceedings
before it, any oral or written testimony, record or other
material that the Court considers credible or trustworthy
even though the testimony, record or other material is not
admissible as evidence in any other Court under the law of
evidence.

No.
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(3) Evidence tendered to the Court by or on behalf of a
party to any proceedings may not be glven on oath but that
Court may, at any stage of the proce€dings' require that

such evrdence or any part thereof be given on oath whether

orally or in writrng.

(4) The Court may, on its own initiative, seek and

recerve such other evidence and make such other
investigations and inqulries as it may require.

(5) All evidence and information received and

ascertarned by the Court under subsectlon (3) shall be

disclosed to every party.

(6) For the Purposes of subsection (2), an Adjudicator
is empowered to admlnister an oath.

(7) An Adjudicator may require any written evidence
given in the proceedrngs before the Court to be verified by

statutory declaration.

33. (l) The Court may award costs to the successful

party in any proceedings where it is satisfied that the claim
to which such costs relate ls vexatious, frivolous or an

abuse of the due prrocess of the Court

(2) In any other case parties shall bcar their respective
costs of the proceedings.

(3) Without prejudice to subsections (l) and (2)' the

Court may award to a successful party disbursements

incuned on account of the proceedings.

(4) Except as provided in subsection (2), costs other
than disbursemens, shall not be granted to or awardcd
against any party to any proceedings before a Court.

34. (l) All proceedings before the Coun on any

particular day so far as ts practrcable shall be heard and

determrned on the same day or on a day to day basis until
final determination.

(2) Judgment given rn determination of any claim shall
be delivered on the same day and tn any event, not later
than three (3) days from the date of the hearing.

(3) The Court may only adjoum the hearing of any

matter under exceptional circumstances which shall bc

recorded.

2016
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35. (l) A claimant or joint claimant may, at any time
before final judgment withdraw the claim.

(2) The withdrawal of a clarm by any person pursuant
to subsection (l) shall not prejudice the hearing and
determination of any counterclaim lodged by the
respondent

36. (l) The Coun may, rn relation to any clarm within
rts junsdiction, make one or more of the followrng orders-

(a) order to pay money either rn lump sum or by
instalments;

(b) an order for the restitutron of any movable
proP€rty;

(c) an order for the recovery of any sum in relation
to performance of a contract;

(d) an order drsmrssing the clarm to which the
proceedings relate; or

(e) any such consequential or ancrllary orders as may
be necessary including, any stipulatlons or
conditions for the enforcement of rts orders or
directions.

(2) An order made under subsectlon (l) (a) shall not
require payment of money exceeding the prescribed limit.

(3) The Court shall arrange for a copy of an order
made under subsection (l) to be served on the person
against whom it is made promptly.

(4) Nothing in this section precludes the Court from
making any order or givlng any direction it thinks
necessary for the achievement of the purposes of thrs Act.

37. (l) Every order made by the Court requiring a
party to pay money shall be enforced in accordance with
the provisions of this Act.

(2) Where an apphcatron is made to the Court for the
issue of any process to enforce an order requiring a party to
pay money to another as an altemative to compliance wlth
a work order, that Court shall give notice of application to
the party against whom enforcement is sought.

(3) If the party refened to in subsection (2) does not
file in the Court within the period prescribed for so dotng a

No.
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notice of objection in the prescribed form, the order may,
after the expiry of that period, be enforced pursuant to
subsection ( I ).

(4) The notice referred to in subsection (3) may only
be given on the ground that it is thc belief of the party that
the order of the Court has bcen fully complied with and that
the party therefore disputes the entitlement of the applicant
to enforce it.

(5) If the party against whom enforcement is sought
files the noticc r€fcrred to in subsection (3) within the
prescribed period, the mattcr shall b€ detcrmined as

provided under section 40.

(6) No filing fec shall be payable by a person who
seeks to enforce an order pursuant to subsection (l) but any
fee which would otherwise be payablc shall be included in
and be considered as part of the award of the Court and
shall be recoverable from thc opposite party for the credit
of the Consolidated Fund.

3t. (l) A person aggricved by the decision or an order
of the Court may appeal against that dccision or order to
the High Court on matters of law.

(2) An appeal from any decision or order referred to in
subsection (l) shall be final.

PAR,T V_EXECUTION OF TIIE DECREE

39. (l) Where a judgment debtor fails to pay to the
dccree holder any sum specified in a decret or order, thc
Court may-

(a) where thc judgment debtor's movable property is
insufficicnt to Mtisfy the decree, order execution
by attachment and sale of the judgment debtor's
immovable property;

(b) order the attachment of the salary of the
judgement debtor; or

(c) suspend the executron of the warrant and the
order either wholly or in part on such conditions
as to security or otherwise as the Court may
determinc.

40. Where the judgrnent debtor fails to discharge the
decree in whole or in part withrn the timc or in the terms, if

2016
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any, specified in any order of the Court, the Court may
order execution to issue against the judgment debtor's
immovable prope(y or any other of his or her assets.

41. ( 1) An Adjudicator may, on application by any
aggrieved pany or on his or her own motion, review any
order of the Court on the ground that -

(a) the order was made ex-parte wrthout notice to the
applicant;

(b) the claim or order was outside the jurisdiction of
the Court:

(c) the order was obtained fraudulently;

(d) there was an error of law on the face of the
record; or

(e) new facts previously not before the Court have
been drscovered by either of the parties.

(2) The application referred to under subsectron (l)
shall be made within thirty days of the order or award
sought to be reviewed or such other period as the court may
allow.

42. ( I ) The fihng of an application for review shall not
operate as a stay of executron of an order unless the
Ad.;udrcator otherwise orders.

(2) Any stay of execution may be subject to such
conditions as to costs, payment lnto the Court, the giving of
security or otherwlse as the Adjudrcator considers fit.

43. The Court may on the application of any party to
the proceedings set aslde any of its orders and make such
further orders as it thinks just.

PART VI-MISCELLANEOUS PR,OUSIONS

4. Any party to the claim shall, upon payment of a
nominal prescribed fee, be entitled to a copy of the record
of the Court and such record shall be admissible in
evidence before any other Court for the purposes of any
proceedings before that other Court.

45. (l) An Adjudicator or an officer of the Coun or
other p€rson bound to execute the lawful warrants, orders
or other process of the Court shall not be liable in an action
or suit in respect of anythrng done or omitted to be done in

No.
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good falth and in the lawful performance of judicial
functlons.

46. The provisions of the Judicial Servrce Act relattng
to the removal and discipline of Maglstrates shall apply
wtth necessary modifications to the disclpline and removal
of Ad..;udicators.

47. A person who-
(a) assaults, threatens, rntlmates or wrlfully tnsults

an Ad.;udrcator, judicial officer or a witness,
involved in a case dunng a sitting or
attendance rn a court, or while the Adjudtcator,
judicial officer or wltness is travelltng to and
from a court;

(b) wilfully and without lawful excuse disobeys an
order or directron of the court in the course of
the heanng of proceedings;

(c) within the premrses rn which any ludrcral
proceedings are being heard or taken, or withtn
the precincts of the same, shows disrespect, tn
speech or manner, to or with reference to such
proceedings, or any person before whom such
proceedings are being heard or taken;

(d) having been called upon to give evtdence tn a
judicial proceeding, fails to attend, or having
been sworn or affirmed, refuses without lawful
excuse to answer a question or to produce a

document, or remains rn the room in whrch
such proceedings are being heard or taken after
the witnesses have been ordered to leave such
room;

(e) causes an obstruction or dlsturbance in the
cause of .;udtcral proceedings;

(0 while judrcral proceedings are pending, makes
use of any speech or writtng misrepresenting
such proceedings or capable of prejudicing
any person in favour of or against any parties
to such proceedings, or calculated to lower the
authority taken;

(g) publishes a report of the evidence taken in any
judicral proceedings that has been directed to
be held tn private:
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(h) attempts wrongfully to rnterfere with or
influence a wrtness in judrcral proceedlngs,
elther before or after he or she has given
evidence in connection wrth such evidence,

(i) drsmrsses a servant because he or she has given
evidence on behalf of a party to judicial
proceedrngs; or

0) commrts any other act of lntentlonal disrespect
to any ludicial proceedings, or to any person
before whom such proceedings are heard or
taken,

commits an offence.

(2) A police officer may, by order of the Court, take
into custody and detaln a person who commits an offence
under subsectron ( I ) until the court adJoums.

(3) A person who commits an offence under subsectton
( I ) shall on conviction be tiable to lmprisonment for a

term not exceeding five days, or to a ftne not exceedtng
one hundred thousand shilhngs, or to both.

(4) In exerclse of its powers under thts section, the
court shall observe the princtples of fair admrnistration of
Justrce set out in Article 47 of the Constitution.

4E. Nothrng in this Act precludes a person from
lodging a claim that is within the jurisdrction of the Court
in any other Court if that person elects to instrtute
proceedings in that other Court to hear and determine that
claim.

49.Every Court shall use seals or st.unps of such kind
and pattem as the Chief Justice may direct.

50. (l) The Chref Justice may make Rules of practrce
and procedure for the better functtoning of the Court.

(2) For the purpose of Article 94(6) of the
Constitutron-

(a) the purpose and objective of the delegation under
this sectlon is to enable the Chief Justice to make
rules to provide for the better carrying into effect
the provisions of thts Act;

(b) the authority of the Chief Justice to make Rules
under thrs Act shall be hmited to bringing tnto

No.
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effect the provisions of this Act and fulfilment of
the ob.;ectrves specified under this s€ctlon;

(c) the principles and standards applicable to the
Rules made under this section are those set out in
the Interpretation and General Provisions Act and
the Statutory Instruments Act, 2013.

51. The Chief Justice shall within six months of the
commencement of thrs Act, prescribe the code of conduct
applicable to an Adjudicator.

crP 2
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