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REPUBLIC OF KENYA
TWELFTH PARLTAMENT - (FOURTH SESSTON

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
PUBLIC PETITION

(No. 27 of 2020)

REGARDING HISTORICAL LAND INJUSTICES IN CHEPCHABAS AREA IN
BOMET AND KERICHO COUNTIES

I, thc UNDERSIGNED, on bchalf r>[ thc pcoplc of Ohcpchabas ,\rcir in Bomct ancl

Itcricho (-ountie s;

DRAW lhe attcnriou ol' thc I loust' ro thc tirllrurng:

1. THAT, commcncing firrm 1925, thc .\fncrn I lighlands l)roduce (.omparrv (.\l lP()
which is a subsidiary of Nluir liinlrtr' (norv ()pcraling as.f amcs lritrlay Kcnya) nnd bclonl,,ing

to thc Su.trc (iroup, startcd appropriating lanrl in varir.rus stagcs from thc I{ipsigis
cornnrunin, for expirnsion of thc trir holdings:

2. THAT, thc said land apptrprration lcd to bumir.rg of huts, scattcring of livcstock und

dcstruction of gtanarics with thc assistancc of thc (.olonial (lovcrnmcnt in total disrcgarcl

of thc krcal peoplc's nghts of occupirncl', posscssion and orvncrs[up;

3. THAT, rurdcr thc ltcsidcnt Labourcrs Ordinancc of 1931 , tl'rc krcai Iipsigis pcoplc rvcrc

systcmatically movcd ancl settlcd inl() various cstatcs,rs squatlcr labourcrs whcreby every

rcsiclcnt agcd ovcr 16 vcurs rvas conrpcllccl t() sigri c()ntracts havir-rg rcstrictivc tcrnts irr

orclcr to rcrnain in tlrc lirntl lrnd plovrdc ltlroLrr lirr lhe cstatcs:

4. THAT, most of thc pcoplc lir ing in tdyaccnt vrllrrgcs <>f Clunsd a, ,\biryitt, (.hema.ritui.

Cltepkoilur, l'latrta, Bondet. Clnynrct, l.inbi/i/, Ke/rnlte lrlttl Cltepthabas villagcs wcrc movcd lo
dcsrgnatecl arcas al thc pcnphcrr of- thcir rcspcctrvc villagcs in linc rvith thc said

Ordintncc, and f<rr fcar o[ losing thcir anccstrirl land, most of thc stluattcrs put thcir
thumb prints on c()ntracts that bor-rnd thcm t() rcmain on tw() il.crcs of lancl, kccp limitcd
Livestock rr-rd proviclc lllrour frrr at lc^st 300 days pcr velr frrr as littlc as l(sh 24 pcr
mcnscm;

5. THAT, in 1952, <.rvcr 88 familics itnd rcsidcnts <>f Kimr/o/ rvcre violentlv cvictcd lrom
tlrcir larrcl totaling 5,183 acrcs to crcttc morc Iancl [r>r Kimtr/o/'l'ca Oompany, rvrth majoritv
of thcrn gctting incorporated as squ,lttcrs under thc samc Ordinirncc;
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6. THAT, wtrh thc ourla\\,lug ()[ squattcnsm, man]' squtttcrs wcrc cxpcllcd tron-r thc lant!

after .\liPC rssued r lctrcr rn 1961 to thc cffcct that no hccnscs would bc rcnervcd upou

thc dcmrsc of ongrnal squarrcrs, and further rdcntrficd 21-1 squatter famrhcs from Chehnl,

Cltematutgt, .\'motutel, Chepgotben, Dmboh/, 'hhrct, Kltprorel, Clltentant/, Llannltn z.nd lvlasobn

[statcs f<rr rcmoval from thcr llnd,

7. THAT, rn Deccmbcr 197-+, .\l IP(l hn'cd ol-f 6(X) tcrcs frotn thc ktnrr/ot land L,lt. \o
[J804/ I cannarkcd tirr srrk tr.r lhcsc squatt('r'] u'ho hitd lrccn orgittrtzcd lnt() tltc Clteprlttfut

liarmcrs' Oo<'lpcrauvc Socrctl' al Iishs. 185 Pcr acrc whrch tcchrucallv mcant that .'\l Il)(l

was tirkrng back thc moncy lt had plrd the workcrs t.rver thc 1'ctrs;

8. THAT, .\HPC furthcr creatcd Cbepcltabas Coopcratrve Soctcq' compnscd of the 214

famrlcs and demanded paymcnt t>f I(sh 280 per acre from thcm tn 1975, the rcby

assignrng most famiLcs as htdc as 1.6 acrcs whrch tn some cascs was on npartan rcscrvr

and desprtc 85 acrcs bcrng allocrtcd bv .\l ll)(- frrr comm<.rn lncomc gcncratlon through

tea firrmrng, thc sard rcs()urccs hrvc pr<.rr cd loo nurumtl tnd unsustatnable tor a

populattr>n whtch norv cxcccds 5,000 rcsrdcnts,

9 THAT, ircrl()ns b)' ,\l IPO compcllcd thc rcsrdcnts of (.beptltalnt rnto squ^ttcr Itfc tn thctr

orvn anccstral land,

l0 THAT, rhc Nauontl Land Cornmrssr()n rn rts rr.rlng on 7'r' Iicbruaq'2019, notcd that thc

.\lircarr Ilrghlands I)roduct' (.ornparl ( \t II)(-) (nor,r, opcraturg as J:rmcs linlay Kcnl'a

Iienya) nccded to p:ry rhc rffcctcd resldcrlts mcsnc proflts tor uul-rzrng thcrr land ovcr thc

vears;

1 1 . THAT, cfforts to addrcss tlls mzrttcr wth othcr rclcvant authofltrcs havc not bornc

much frutt;

12.AND THAT, thc mattcr ln rcspcct of rvllch thrs Petruon rs madc rs not pcndtng bcf<rr,-

an\ (iourt of Larv or (-onstrtuttontl [>odr'.

NOW THEREFORE, r'our hurnblc Pcutloncrs praf that the Natrr>nal .\sscmbly through

the Dcpartmental (lomrntttcc on J,ands-

a) Iinqurrcs rnto the rrrcgular trkc-ovcr o[ land rn Cltel>,lnbt \rca tn Botnct and Kcnchr.r
(-ountrcs \'"lth thc ob;ccuvc o[ hc rtatrng duc compcnsau()n f()r rcsldcnts of thc arca

rvh<> wcrc compcllcd lnlo squatlcr [r[c tn thcrr own anccstral land;

b) Undcrtakcs a satlsf^ct()q' ar.rdrt of thc ongnnal salc o[ land to thc Cl)ePchd]a.r liarmcrs'

Coopcrauve Socrcrl' t<-r asccrtaln whcthcr thc cntrrc 600 acrcs of land rvcrc actuzrllv

gJantcd to thc Soclcr)' and rvhcthcr cach squattcr g()t thc land that thcy pard for, tnd
ordcts that thc sard land grant bc grvcn uncondruonally rf ftrund not tr> havc bcen fully

grantcd,
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c) Recommends where possibly that James Finlay Kenya l,imitcd grants Chepchabas

squatters pre-emptive rights in any future iand dealings;

d) Recommends where possiblg that James I'-inlay I(enya Limited shares mesne profits
t:.ith Cbepchabas squatters prriportionately for thc number of ycats the firm has utilized

the land; and

e) Nlakcs any other appropnatc recommendations it dcems fit in addressing the

circumstanccs raised in this Pctiuon.

.,\nd your PETITIONERS rvill evcr pray.

PRESENTED BY

HON. BRIGHTON YEGON, MP
K N I

o0," fl\9l\.e.o

./--



PTJBUC PETmoN TO THE KEI.IYA NATIONAL ASSEMBIY REGARDING
HISTORJCAL LAND IIVUSTICES IN CHErcIIABAS, BOMET COtrNTy

Pursuant to Articles 37 and 119 of the Constitution of Kenya and the Petition to
Parliament (Procedure) Act No. 22 of 2012 as well as Standing Orders 21g and
223 of the National Assembly on Involvement in the Legislative and other
Business of I'arllament of Parliament and also in accordance with Article 118(b)
of the aforesaid Constitution; we, the undersigned, being citizens of the Republic
of Kenya and being the representatives of the people of Chepchabas in Konoin
Constituency of Bomet County, wish, in the interest of the public, to lodge this
petition concerning cedain grave injustices that occurred on various dates
between 1925 and1951 in the then larger Kericho District (now Kericho and
Bomet counties) over their land located therein also known as Chepchabas.

We wish to huntbly draw the attention of the House to the following:

THAT:
1. Startin.g from 7925, the African Highlands Produce Company (AHpC) a

subsidiary of the Muir Finlay (now trading as James Finlay of Kenya
belonging to the Swire Group, appropriated land in various stages from the
Kipsigis to expand their tea holdings.

2. \ appropriate the land, huts were burnt, livestock scattered and granaries
destroyed in an exercise that took place in full disregarcl to their rights of
occuparlcy and possession with the assistance of the Colonial government.

3. Under the Resident Labourers Ordinance of 7g57, the Kipsigis were
systematicaily moved into sections of various estates and settled there as
squatter labour.

4. Every Kipsigis aged 76 and above, was required to sign a contract witb
restrictive tenns in order to remain on the land and to provide labour for
the estatcs (see Annexure 1).

5. Most of tlrese people living in adjacent villages of Changana, Marinyin,
Chemasingi, Chepkoiben, Matvta, Bondet, Cheynen, Timbilil and Keturrnbe
and Chepchabas villages were encouraged to move to a designated areas al
the peripherals of their villages to live there as squatters in accordance to
the said ordinance.

6. Thc squatters had to plac
thenr renrain on a portion

ir thumb on a contract that would make
they worked on the remainder

to plarrt tea for the AHPC
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7. Rather than leave, fearing they would permanently lose their ancestral
land, rnost of these squatters signed the contracts that bound them to
remain on 2 acres of land, keep 20 sheep, no cattle or goats or donkeys,
and to provide labour for a minimum of 300 days of the year and as late as
1954, some of these individuals were paid Sh. 24 per mensem with little
else.

8. When the children of the squatters attained the age of 16, they were
required to leave home perman ently and to sign a contract of their own
failure to which, the entire family would be evicted from that land.

9. The squatters continued under these painful conditions, many were evicted
an)'!vay, even for the slightest reason and had to leave the precincts of the
tea estates.

I0. ln 7952, the residents of Kimulot were violently evicted from their
land to create more land for the KimulotTea Company, a subsidiary of the
African Highlands Produce Company. Some 88 families evicted from a
total of 5,183 acres of land. This land was registered as LR no TTSZ with a
999-year lease from August 1, 195 I .

11. Nearly half of evictees above, were created as squatters under the
conditions aforesaid.

12. The population of these squatters grew, and as Independence
approached, squatterism was outlawed leaving a problem in the hands of
AIJPC on what to do with these men and women.

13. Various squatters were expelled frorn the land on various dates with
little or no reason at all (see annexure ...)

14. On June 29,7967, the AHPC issued a letter which stated that no
licenses would be renewed when the original squatters die. For those
remaining, the license continued to limit the land under occupation to two
acres but if each squatter (was too old to work,, they would be confined to
a lralt' acre of land.

15. ln 7977, the AHPC identified 214 squatter fanrilies from ten
different estates and decided fo remove thent to a portion of the land which
they demarcated and curved out of their original holding.

16. These squatters, names attached herein, were drawn from the
following estates

a. Chebitet Estate - 56 squatters
b. Chemasingi Estate - 20 squatters
c. Simotwet Estate - 3l squatters
d. Chepgoiben Estate - 24 squatters
e. Dimbolil Estate - 3 squatters
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f. Tiluet Estate - 3 squatters
g. Kaproret Estate - 33 squatters
h. Chemamul Estate - 14 squatters
i. Marinyn Estate - 23 squatters
j. Masobet Estate - 7 squatters

Total 274 squatters
17. In December 7974,the AHPC decided to hive off land from theland

LR No. 7797 nleasuring 5,183 acres to create LR No. 8804/1 measuring
600 acres.

18. This land was earmarked to be sold to the aforementioned squatters
who lrad been organized into the Chepchabas farmers Cooperative Society.

19. Starting from 1975, all the squatters were moved to a section on the
southcrn edge of the said land with each of the 214 families receiving 2
acres each with the remainder going to plant tea for common income to all
the rrrembers.

20. The deal was concluded with a contract that sold the land for Sh.
777,28O which placed each acre at Sh. 185. Each of the Zt4 families was
required to pay Sh. 51 7 for that land.

21. On October 2717977, Title Deed for LR No. B8O4/1was issued for
247 .9 hectares (6I 2 acres) with the extra being provision for roads, social
facilities etc.

22. The amounts were paid which in effect meant that AHpC was taking
back all the money it had paid the workers over the years.

23. There was the additional 5 acres that each squatter was entitled to
and so they expected to have some 7 acres of land for each of the 214
families

24. The total land expected was 1498 acres (Zl4x7)
25. The land was carved out of LR No. 7797 to create LR TZSZ / I which

was sold to the squatters. The land lay between the Chepchabo and
Koruma rivers.

26. The AHPC set up a co-operative society named Chepchabas
Cooperative Society with all the 214 families being members.

27. ln 1975, after living on the land for four years, they were asked to
pay for the land Sh. 280 per aqe for a maximum of Sh. 560 (two acres)

28. The AHPC then decided that it would have 85 acres of that 4Zg acres
of land to be planted with tea so that it would be an income for the 274
fanrilies.

29. This meant that each family got some 1 6 acres of land on average.
However, some of that land was on riparian reselves and some, such as
Kibonrut araap Chumo (Plot number Number 196), got as little as O.ZS



acres of land. Chumo was a fornrer squatter at Ketumbe / Kaproret estate.
(See annexure,..)

30. The The land turned out to be woefully small given the numbers of
squatters over the years so that as of 2OO9 the official census at
Chepchabas placed the residents at 4,095.

31 . The income from the Co-operative however, when shared is
unsustainably for a group that has since surpassed 5,000 individuals and
nrany of whom live in diaspora.

32. Today, the Chepchabas squatters continue to live in abject poverty.
Meanwhile, the bulk of their land continues to be exploited by the AHPC.

PETITION
With that said, we, the people of Chepchabas would like to state as follows:

1. considering the fact that the squatters on the land under which the African
Highlands Produce Company now trading as James Finlay Kenya Ltd. was
acquired irregularly from the Kipsigis by way of force and without any
form of compensation for the affected families

2. considering that the rules of natural justice was breeched in the aforesaid
eviction process

3. considering that the said company proceeded and sold tiny portions of the
land back to the former evictees who had since been declared squatters

4. considering the fact that the National Land Commission in its ruling of
February 7,2079 Ref. No. NLC/HLII546 /2018,NLC/HLI/044/2017 AND
NLC/HLl/ 173/2077 County Governnrcnts of Kericho and Bonet, Kipsigts
L-lan,s, Talai Clan Conmtuttity and Borowo and Kipsigis Clans Sell' Help
Group vs The British Governnent, the Governntent of Kenya of 2O 1 9 that,
among others, the tea multinational pay the Kipsigis mesne profits for
uttlizing their land over the years

We would therelbre wish to petition the National Assembly that
1. a proper audit of the original sale of land to the Chepchabas Farmers

Cooperative Society be done to ascertain whether the full 600 acres was
actually granted to the society and that each squatter got the land they paid
for.

2. That the aforesaid company make a land grant of 5 (five) acres to each of
the original squatters over and above what they bought

3. That the said land grant be given without any conditionality whatsoever
4. Thal the said company grants the Chepchabas squatters pre-emptive rights

in any tuture land dealings
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5. That the said company share mesne profits with the said $quatters
proportionally for the years they been on that land

Signed: For and on behalf of the people of Chepchabas

HONBIIGTIIONYEGION
MP _ KONOIN CONSTITI,JENCY
BOMET COUNTY

IJNE 72,2020
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PI.JBLIC PE-TITION
(No. 2lt oI2O20)

REGARDING IIISTORICAL LAND INJUSTICES IN CHEPCHABAS AR.EA
OF BOMET AND XDnICEO COUNTIES

We, the undersigred, hereby append our sigratures in support of this Petition

Name I/D No. Telephone No. Signature
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PUBLIC PETITION
(No. 23 of2020)

REGARDING HISTORICAL LAND INJUSTICES IN CHEPCIIABAS AREA
OF BOMET AND KERICEO COUNTIES

a

We, the undersigned, hereby append our signatures in support of this Petition

Name I/D No. Telephone No. Signature
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PUBLIC PETITION

(No.23 o12020)

REGARDING HISTORICAL LAND INJUSTICES IN CHEPCEABAS AREA
OF BOMET AND KERICHO COUNTIES

We, the undersigned, hereby append our signatures in support of this Petition:

Nemc I/D No. Telephone No. Signature
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REGARDING HISTORICAL
OFBOMET

PUBLIC PET ION
(No.23 o12020)

LAIYD INJUSTICES IN CEEPCEABAS AREA
AND KERICEO COUI{TIES

we, the undersigned, hercby append our signatures in support of this petition:

Name VDNo. Telephone No. Signature
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PT]BLICP MI

(No.23 o12020)

LAND INJUSTICES IN CEEPCEABAS AR-EA
OFBOMET AND KERICEO COUNTIE

REGARDING HISTORICAL

s

we, the undersigned, hereby append our signatures in support of this petition

Name UDNo. Tclephone No. Signature
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PUBLIC PETTTION
.(No. 23 o12020)

REGARDING HISTORICAL LAND INJUSTICES IN CHEPCHABAS AREA
OF BOMET AIID KERICHO COUNTIES

We, the undersigred, hereby append our signatures in support of this petition

Name UD No. Telephone No. Signature
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I,A}ID INJUSTICES IN CEEPCEABAS AREA

REGARDING HISTORICAL
OFBOME T AND KERICEO COUNTIE s

We, the undersigned, hereby append our signatures in support of this petition
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REGAR,DING EISTORICAL I.AND INJUSTICES IN CEEPCEABAS AREA
OF BOMET AIID KERICEO COTJNTIES

we, the undersigned, hereby append our signatures in support of this petition:
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REGARDING EISTORICAL LAND INJUSTICES IN CHEPCEABAS ARD,A
OF BOMET AND KERICEO COT]NTIES

we, thc undersiped, hereby append our sigratures in support of this petition:
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REGARDING HISTORICAL LAIID INJUSTICES IN CHEPCIIABAS AREAOF EOMDTAIYD KERICHO COT]NTIES

We, the undersigned, hereby append our signatures in support of this petition:
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Rf,GARDING HISTORICAL LAIID INJUSTICES IN CHEPCEABASAREA
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we, the undersigned, hereby append our signatures in support of this petition:
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