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REGARDING HISTORICAL LAND INJUSTICES IN CHEPCHABAS AREA IN

BOMET AND KERICHO COUNTIES

I, the UNDERSIGNED, on behalf of the people of Chepchabas Area in Bomet and

Kericho Counties;

DRAW the attention of the House to the following:

1.

S

THAT, commencing from 1925, the African Highlands Produce Company (AHPC)
which is a subsidiary of Muir inlay (now operating as James Finlay Kenya) and belonging
to the Swire Group, started appropriaung land in various stages from the Kipsigis

community for expansion of the tea holdings;

THAT, the said land appropriation led to burning of huts, scattering of livestock and
destruction of granaries with the assistance of the Colonial Government in total disregard

of the local people's rights of occupancy, possession and ownership;
& Ys

THAT, under the Resident Labourers Ordinance of 1937, the local Kipsigis people were
systematically moved and settled into various estates as squatter labourers whereby every
resident aged over 16 years was compelled to sign contracts having restrictive terms in

order to remain in the land and provide labour for the estates;

THAT, most of the people living in adjacent villages of Changana, Marinyin, Chemasing,
Chepkoiben, Matuta, Bondet, Cheymen, Timbilil, Ketumbe and Chepchabas villages were moved to
designated areas at the penphery of their respecuve villages in line with the said
Ordinance, and for fear of losing their ancestral land, most of the squatters put their
thumb prints on contracts that bound them to remain on two acres of land, keep limited
livestock and provide labour for at least 300 days per year for as little as Ksh 24 per
mensem,

THAT, in 1952, over 88 families and residents of Kimulot were violently evicted from
their land totaling 5,183 acres to create more land for Kimulot 'T'ea Company, with majority

of them getting incorporated as squatters under the same Ordinance;
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THAT, with the outlawing of squattensm, many squatters were expelled from the land
after AHPC 1ssued a letter 1n 1961 to the cffect that no licenses would be renewed upon
the demuse of onginal squatters, and further idenufied 214 squatter families from Chebutet,
Chemasing, Simotwet, Chepgotben, Dimbold, Tilnet, Kaproret, Chemamul, Marinymn and Masobet

Lstates for removal from their land,

THAT, 1in December 1974, AHPC hived off 600 acres from the Kowilot land 1.R. No
8804/1 carmarked for sale 1o these squatters who had been orgamized mnto the Chepuhuabuay
Iarmers' Cooperauve Society at Kshs. 185 per acre which technically meant that AHPC

was taking back the money 1t had paid the workers over the years;

THAT, AHPC further created Chepehabas Cooperauve Society compnsed of the 214
famiies and demanded payment of Ksh 280 per acre from them m 1975, thereby
assigning most famnilies as httle as 1.6 acres which i some cases was on niparian reserve

and despite 85 acres bemng allocated by AHPC for common income generaton through
tea farmung, the said resources have proved oo minmmal and unsustainable for a

population which now exceeds 5,000 residents,

THAT, actions by AHPC compelled the restdents of Chepebabas mnto squatter ife in therr

own ancestral land,

10 THAT, the Nanonal Land Comnussion n 1ts ruling on 7% Iebruary 2019, noted that the

African Fighlands Produce Compamy ( YHPC) (now operating as James Finlay Kenya
Kenya) needed to pay the affected residents mesne profits tor utlizing therr land over the

years;

11, THAT, efforts to address this matter with other relevant authoriues have not borne

much fruit;

12, AND THAT, the matter 1n respect of which this Petition 1s made 15 not pending before

amy Court of Law or Consutunonal body.

NOW THEREFORE, your humble Peuuoners pray that the National Assembly through

the Departmental Commuttee on Lands-

a} Linquires 1nto the wrregular take-over of land i Chepdbabas \rea in Bomet and Kencho
Countes wath the objectve of faciitaung due compensauon for residents ot the area
who were compelled mto squatter hife i their own ancestral land;

b) Undertakes a sausfactory audit of the onginal sale of land to the Chepehabas Farmers'
Cooperative Soctety to ascertain whether the enore 600 acres of land were actually
granted to the Soctety and whether cach squatter got the land that they paid for, and
orders that the said land grant be given unconditionally 1f found not to have been fully
granted,
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¢) Recommends where p()ssil)lc{ that James Finlay Kenya Limited grants Chepchabas
squatters pre-emptive rights in any future land dealings;

d) Recommends where p()ssibl% that James Finlay Kenya Limited shares mesne profits
with Chepechabas squatters proportionately for the number of years the firm has ualized
the land; and

¢) Makes any other appropriate recommendations it deems fit in addressing the

circumstances raised in this Petuon.

And your PETITIONERS will ever pray.

PRESENTED BY

I

HON. BRIGHTON YEGON, MP
KONOIN CONSTITUENCY




PUBLIC PETITION TO THE KENYA NATIONAL ASSEMBLY REGARDING
HISTORICAL LAND INJUSTICES IN CHEPCHABAS, BOMET COUNTY

Pursuant to Articles 37 and 119 of the Constitution of Kenya and the Petition to
Parliament (Procedure) Act No. 22 of 2012 as well as Standing Orders 219 and
223 of the National Assembly on Involvement in the Legislative and other
Business of Parliament of Parliament and also in accordance with Article 118(b)
of the aforesaid Constitution; we, the undersigned, being citizens of the Republic
of Kenya and being the representatives of the people of Chepchabas in Konoin
Constituency of Bomet County, wish, in the interest of the public, to lodge this
petition concerning certain grave injustices that occurred on various dates
between 1925 and1951 in the then larger Kericho District (now Kericho and
Bomet counties) over their land located therein also known as Chepchabas.

We wish to humbly draw the attention of the House to the following:

THAT:
1. Starting from 1925, the African Highlands Produce Company (AHPC) a
subsidiary of the Muir Finlay (now trading as James Finlay of Kenya
belonging to the Swire Group, appropriated land in various stages from the
Kipsigis to expand their tea holdings.

2. 'IQ appropriate the land, huts were burnt, livestock scattered and granaries
destroyed in an exercise that took place in full disregard to their rights of
occupancy and possession with the assistance of the Colonial government.
Under the Resident Labourers Ordinance of 1937, the Kipsigis were
systematically moved into sections of various estates and settled there as
squatter labour.

4. Every Kipsigis aged 16 and above, was required to sign a contract with

restrictive terms in order to remain on the land and to provide labour for

the estates (see Annexure 1).

Most of these people living in adjacent villages of Changana, Marinyin,

Chemasingi, Chepkoiben, Matuta, Bondet, Cheymen, Timbilil and Ketumbe

and Chepchabas villages were encouraged to move to a designated areas at

the peripherals of their villages to live there as squatters in accordance to

the said ordinance.

6. The squatters had to placgrtheir thumb on a contract that would make
them remain on a portion g IN}Q ] e they worked on the remainder
to plant tea for the AHPC. [/

w
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7. Rather than leave, fearing they would permanently lose their ancestral
land, most of these squatters signed the contracts that bound them to
remain on 2 acres of land, keep 20 sheep, no cattle or goats or donkeys,
and to provide labour for a minimum of 300 days of the year and as late as
1954, some of these individuals were paid Sh. 24 per mensem with little
else.

8. When the children of the squatters attained the age of 16, they were
required to leave home permanently and to sign a contract of their own
failure to which, the entire family would be evicted from that land.

9. The squatters continued under these painful conditions, many were evicted
anyway, even for the slightest reason and had to leave the precincts of the
tea estates.

10. In 1952, the residents of Kimulot were violently evicted from their
land to create more land for the Kimulot Tea Company, a subsidiary of the
African Highlands Produce Company. Some 88 families evicted from a
total of 5,183 acres of land. This land was registered as LR no 7797 with a
999-year lease from August 1, 1951.

11. Nearly half of evictees above, were created as squatters under the
conditions aforesaid.
12. The population of these squatters grew, and as Independence

approached, squatterism was outlawed leaving a problem in the hands of
AHPC on what to do with these men and women.

13, Various squatters were expelled from the land on various dates with
little or no reason at all (see annexure ...)
14. On June 29, 1961, the AHPC issued a letter which stated that no

licenses would be renewed when the original squatters die. For those
remaining, the license continued to limit the land under occupation to two
acres but if each squatter ‘was too old to work’, they would be confined to
a half acre of land.

15. In 1971, the AHPC identified 214 squatter families from ten
different estates and decided to remove them to a portion of the land which
they demarcated and curved out of their original holding.

16. These squatters, names attached herein, were drawn from the
following estates

Chebitet Estate — 56 squatters
Chemasingi Estate — 20 squatters
Simotwet Estate — 31 squatters
Chepgoiben Estate — 24 squatters
Dimbolil Estate — 3 squatters

G B



Tiluet Estate — 3 squatters

Kaproret Estate — 33 squatters

Chemamul Estate — 14 squatters

Marinyn Estate — 23 squatters

Masobet Estate — 7 squatters

Total 214 squatters

1T In December 1974, the AHPC decided to hive off land from the land
LR No. 7797 measuring 5,183 acres to create LR No. 8804/1 measuring

600 acres.

o a6

18. This land was earmarked to be sold to the aforementioned squatters
who had been organized into the Chepchabas Farmers Cooperative Society.
19, Starting from 1975, all the squatters were moved to a section on the

southern edge of the said land with each of the 214 families receiving 2
acres each with the remainder going to plant tea for common income to all
the members.

20. The deal was concluded with a contract that sold the land for Sh.
111,280 which placed each acre at Sh. 185. Each of the 214 families was
required to pay Sh. 517 for that land.

21 On October 27, 1977, Title Deed for LR No. 8804/1 was issued for
247.9 hectares (612 acres) with the extra being provision for roads, social
facilities etc.

22, The amounts were paid which in effect meant that AHPC was taking
back all the money it had paid the workers over the years.
Z23. There was the additional 5 acres that each squatter was entitled to

and so they expected to have some 7 acres of land for each of the 214
families

24, The total land expected was 1498 acres (214x7)

25, The land was carved out of LR No. 7797 to create LR 7797/1 which
was sold to the squatters. The land lay between the Chepchabo and
Koruma rivers.

26. The AHPC set up a co-operative society named Chepchabas
Cooperative Society with all the 214 families being members.

27, In 1975, after living on the land for four years, they were asked to
pay for the land Sh. 280 per acre for a maximum of Sh. 560 (two acres)
28. The AHPC then decided that it would have 85 acres of that 428 acres
of land to be planted with tea so that it would be an income for the 214

families.

29, This meant that each family got some 1.6 acres of land on average.
However, some of that land was on riparian reserves and some, such as
Kibomut araap Chumo (Plot number Number 196), got as little as 0.25



acres of land. Chumo was a former squatter at Ketumbe / Kaproret estate.
(See annexure...)

30. The The land turned out to be woefully small given the numbers of
squatters over the years so that as of 2009 the official census at
Chepchabas placed the residents at 4,095.

31, The income from the Co-operative however, when shared is
unsustainably for a group that has since surpassed 5,000 individuals and
many of whom live in diaspora.

32. Today, the Chepchabas squatters continue to live in abject poverty.
Meanwhile, the bulk of their land continues to be exploited by the AHPC.

PETITION
With that said, we, the people of Chepchabas would like to state as follows:

1. considering the fact that the squatters on the land under which the African
Highlands Produce Company now trading as James Finlay Kenya Ltd. was
acquired irregularly from the Kipsigis by way of force and without any
form of compensation for the affected families

2. considering that the rules of natural justice was breeched in the aforesaid

eviction process

considering that the said company proceeded and sold tiny portions of the
land back to the former evictees who had since been declared squatters

4. considering the fact that the National Land Commission in its ruling of

February 7, 2019 Ref. No. NLC/HLI/546/2018, NLC/HLI/044/2017 AND

NLC/HLI/173/2017 County Governments of Kericho and Bomet, Kipsigis

Clans, Talai Clan Community and Borowo and Kipsigis Clans Self Help

Group vs The British Government, the Government of Kenya of 2019 that,

among others, the tea multinational pay the Kipsigis mesne profits for

utilizing their land over the years

o

We would therefore wish to petition the National Assembly that

1. a proper audit of the original sale of land to the Chepchabas Farmers
Cooperative Society be done to ascertain whether the full 600 acres was
actually granted to the society and that each squatter got the land they paid
for.

2. That the aforesaid company make a land grant of 5 (five) acres to each of
the original squatters over and above what they bought

3. That the said land grant be given without any conditionality whatsoever

4. That the said company grants the Chepchabas squatters pre-emptive rights
in any future land dealings



5. That the said company share mesne profits with the said squatters
proportionally for the years they been on that land

Signed: For and on behalf of the people of Chepchabas

G

HON BRIGHTON YEGON

MP — KONOIN CONSTITUENCY
BOMET COUNTY

JUNE 12, 2020
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REGARDING HISTORICAL LAND INJUSTICES IN CHEPCHABAS AREA
OF BOMET AND KERICHO COUNTIES

We, the undersigned, hereby append our signatures in support of this Petition:
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(No. 23 of 2020)

REGARDING HISTORICAL LAND INJUSTICES IN CHEPCHABAS AREA
OF BOMET AND KERICHO COUNTIES
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PUBLIC PETITION
(No. 23 of 2020)

REGARDING HISTORICAL LAND INJUSTICES IN CHEPCHABAS AREA
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REGARDING HISTORICAL LAND INJUSTICES IN CHEPCHABAS AREA
OF BOMET AND KERICHO COUNTIES
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PUBLIC PETITION
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REGARDING HISTORICAL LAND INJUSTICES IN CHEPCHABAS AREA
OF BOMET AND KERICHO COUNTIES
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PUBLIC PETITION

(No. 23 of 2020)

REGARDING HISTORICAL LAND INJUSTICES IN CHEPCHABAS AREA
OF BOMET AND KERICHO COUNTIES
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PUBLIC PETITION

.(No. 23 of 2020)

REGARDING HISTORICAL LAND INJUSTICES IN CHEPCHABAS AREA
OF BOMET AND KERICHO COUNTIES
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PUBLIC PETITION
.(No. 23 of 2020)

REGARDING HISTORICAL LAND INJUSTICES IN CHEPCHABAS AREA
OF BOMET AND KERICHO COUNTIES

We, the undersigned, hereby append our signatures in support of this Petition:
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PUBLIC PETITION

(No. 23 of 2020)

REGARDING HISTORICAL LAND INJU STICES IN CHEPCHABAS AREA
OF BOMET AND KERICHO COUNTIES

We, the undersigned, hereby append our signatures in support of this Petition:

Name I/D No. Telephone No. | Signature |
121 | 2B ) GEr (2921257 | 0726 530437 $dioeX
%Pl 1, G 9382788 (07> 550482 |
2| JoSEPH K- LANGAT 172907/ |0 psus0s205 7{4&%

b 13 r?Oh?'(‘/Z- C’H@Zu)’df/

o\ Qiotinth Kpks€oh muThe 503609 | bthl” | Ao
%ot tap Sol -~ |355 <3| 0Fegp 7, | Lo
81 kg, opezyel 255092 | 63U s'mﬁfﬁ%@Q
| Ko WG it A | Thaders | (A
25300008 € N0 233615 (0902963 | bt
o SSTHER € CHELA  |284% 334| 099250 200 | TFD

# e esion Kone Comoynl | F026695 $h 252 5% ﬁ‘ﬂ“ﬂf
192jJocEpk QoA ©uo o6 |?) 4%o 322 %ﬁ
o [daman (CTMYI 35¢oie1 oot g | (b
| ESTHeR £ ) 0 6 (F60830 | p74S €92 30(, 2;3—»,
\OILuNICE CHEMNGH Chomo 2549223 OF927 365 ﬁ

e | Lo Rubu J098<ET 0728 26683 ,/g
i PEER . UylonT [ 518BK |enssTiase | P
' | Kyggno O A owu) 16016?3} EPLLG 5P| See







REGARDING HISTORICAL LAND INJUSTIC

PUBLIC PETITION

- (No..23 of 2020)

OF BOMET AND KERICHO COUNTIES

ES IN CHEPCHABAS AREA

We, the undersigned, hereby append our signatures in support of this Petition:
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