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EXPLANATORY MEMORAN D UM

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM TO THE TRAFFTC (REGISTRATION pLATES) RULES 2O16

Nome of fhe Stotutory lnsfrument The Troffic (Registrotion plotes) Rules 2Ol6

Nome of the Porenl Act: The Troffic Act

Enocted Pursuont to: Section 1 I g (g) of The lroffic Act.

Nome of the Ministry/ Deportment: Ministry of Tronsport ond lnfrostruclvre/Stote
Deportment of Tronsport,

Gozetled on lSth April 2016

Tobled on

PART II

l. Purpose of the stotutory insfrument

To provide o legol regime to provide for the new generotion registrotion or
number plotes ond third identifier plote.

2. Legislotive Context

Tlte stotutory instrument in question is o regulotion to provide for o legol regime to
support lhe new generotion number plotes ond third identifier plotes. Ihe low
contoins o requirement thot oll motor vehicles should beor registrotion plotes
which ore in o prescribed form. This therefore meons thot there is need to
prescrlbe the form of registrotion plotes through regulotion. The new registrotion
plotes conioin the following new feqfures which include oplicol recognizoble
chorocters, hologrom ond woter morks.

3. Policy Bockground

3.1 ln August 2014, in recognition of the need to modernize registrotion plotes in
order to enhonce iheir security ond ensure conformity to internotionol stondords,
the Ministry of Tronsport ond lnfrostruciure formed on inter-ministeriol teom to
redesign ond modernize motor vehicle number plotes. The teom submitted its
report in October 2014 which wos subsequently opproved by the Ministry. The



Regulotions ore bosed on this report which provides for the new design ond

security feotures. The report olso recommended the use of o third license identifier

which will contoin on RFID chip which will contoin the detoils of the vehicle.

4. Consultotion outcome

4..1 The Authority issued o public notice in three popers of notionol circulotion
inviting members of the public from their comments. The public submitted their

comments some of which were included in the finol Reguloiions. Further

consultotions were held with vorious Government deportments including the

Kenyo Police ond Ministry of Foreign Affoirs.

4.2The Ministry of Tronsport ond lnfrostructure intends to provide support to further

creote cworeness on the regulotions through odvertisements in the medio ond

forums.

5.2 The regulotions will enoble Notionol Tronsport & Sofeiy Authority through its

TIMS project to be oble to check the level of complionce of the motor vel'ricles

eosily os the number plote will contoin detoils of the motor vehicles.

6. Monitoring ond review

6.1 The success criterio of this regulotion will be o decreose in the loss of motor
vehicles through theft due to the enhonced security feotures. A further indicotor
of success sholl be the shift by oll motor vehicles frotn the current regislrotion
plotes to the modern plotes ond the use of the third license identifier within the

next two yeors.

7.1 Froncis Mejo, Director Generol NTSA.

Froncis.meio @ntso.qo.ke
0720 2395838

5. lmpoct

S.l The regulotions sholl hove no fundomentol effect to the rights ond freedoms'
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Lscal NoTICE No. 62

THE TRAFFIC ACT

(Cap.403)

IN EXERCiSE of the Powers conferred by section 119 (S) of the

Traffic Act, the Cabinet Secretary for Transport and Infrastructure.

makes the following Rules:-

THE TRAFFIC (REGISTRATION PLATES) RULES,2O16

1. These Rules mriy be citerl as the Traffic (Registration Plates)

Rules,2016.

2. In these Rules, unless the context otherwise requires-

"Act" means the Traffic Act;

"Authority" means the National Transport and Safery Authoriry
establishecl under section 3 of the National Transport and Safety

Authority Act,ZllZ;

"hologram" means a virtual three-dimensional image which

changes as the position and orientation of the viewing system changes

making the image appear three dimensional and has a minimum
measurement of 20 millimetres by 20 millimetres;

"optical recognizable characters" means alpha-numeric Euro-
fonts with simple, distinct features identifiable using cameras;

"preferred registration numbers" means a desired combination of
the numeric characters of the registration plate and includes triple
numbers;

"registration plate" means a license plate grade reflective
sheeting bonded to aluminium sheet with a minimum thickness of 0.9

millimetres;

"third licence" means a sticker placed on the windscreen of a

motor vehicle bearing discrete, overt and covert features of the motor
vehicle registration and ownership for technical inspection, tax and

insurance validation, highway vignettes, vehicle registration and other
compliance and validation requirements; and

"water mark" means a recognizable image or Pattem on the

registration plate that appears as various shades of lightness or darkness

wheu viewed from different angles.

3. These Rules apply to registration plates carried pursuant to

section 12 of the Act and to plates carried for use under a dealer's
general licence.
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4. (l) A motor vehicle or trailer shall be fitted with reflective
plates and a third licence plate, unless it is being operated under the
Authority of a dealer's general Iicence.

(2) The registration plate shall-
(a) be rectangular in shape;

(b) have each letter and number on the plate-
(i) consisting of optical recognizable characters;

(ii) be at least 75 millimetres high and each part of rhe letrer
and number be at least l5 millimetres broad; and

(iii) have the total width of the space taken up by each letter
be 47.5 mm and the numbers be 44.5 (except in the case
of the letter "I" and the number ,,1,'):

Provided that in the case of the plate for a motor cycle, the letters
shall be at least 49 millimetres high, every part of every letter and
number shall be at least l5 millimetres broad and the total rvidth of the
space taken up by every letter shall be 31 milimehes rvhile the space
between the numbers shall be 29 millimetres (except in the case oi the
letter "I");

(c) except for diplomatic vehicles, bear a national flag with the
security hologram at the left hand side and optical
recognizable characters ;

(d) have a borderline of 4 millimetres in thickness and a water
mark;

(e) have a unique plate registration serial number at least 25
millimehes;

(0 have the space between adjoining letter and adjoining
numbers of 8 millimetres;

(g) have a margin between the nearest part of any letter or
number and the top margin of 12 millimetres and bottom of
12.5 millimetres, and between the nearest part of any letter
or number and the sides of the plate of at least 12
millimetres in the case of motor cycles and at least 25
millimetres in the case of all other vehicles; and

(h) have the space between the last letter and the first number,
or vice versa as the case may be, of 42.5 millmenes, and
where the letters and numbers are in separate lines the space
between the upper and lower lines shall be of 18.5
millimetres.

5. A person shall not-
(a) manufacture or sell a reflective registration plate or third' licences without the written consent of the Authority;
(b) alter, modify, cut or otherwise interfere with a registration

plate or a third licence issued by the Authority;
(c) drive a motor vehicle or frailer which has the registration

plates or third licence-

Description of a

rcgistration plate-

Restriction on use of
registratioo plates.
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(i) that is not clearly visible or legible;

(ii) that contains a letter or number other than the

registration marks assigned to the vehicle or trailer;

(iii) that contains a letter or number other than the

registration marks authorizedby the Authority; or

(iv) that does not comply with the provisions of these

Rules.

6. (l) A motor vehicle, other than a motor cycle or trailer' shall

have-
(a) a general registration plate on the front elevation and another

on the back- elevation rixea thereon in a horizontal position

at right angles to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle; and

(b) a third license fixed in a conspicuous and reasonably vertical

position behind the glass of th" windscreen or nearside

windowsothatthefro-ntofthelicenseisclearlyvisibleatall
times by daylight to a Person standing in front of the vehicle

or to the left side thereof'

(2) A general registration plate for motor vehicle shall-

(a) bear seven optical recognizable characters embossed and

printed in black on white aluminium reflective sheet;

(b) have the front plate measuring ll2 millimetres by 520

millimetres witlr an alternate front plate measuring

205millimetres by 250 millimetres; and

(c) have the rear plate measuring 205 miliimetres by 250

millimetres with an alternate rear plate rneasuring 112

millimetres bY 520 millimetres.

(3) A motor vehicle used under the authority of a dealer's general

licence ihull huu" the ground of each dealer's general registration plate

in white and the distinJtive letters and numbers thereon shall be red.

7. (l) A motor cycle shall have fixed thereon one registration

plate at the'rear in a horizontal position at right angles to the

longitudinal axis of the motorcycle.

(2) The registration plate of a motor cycle shall-

(a) bear seven optical recognizable characters with prefix-"KM"
embossed and printed in black on yellow aluminium reflective

sheet; and

(b) measure 155 millimetres by 205 millimetres'

8. (1) A trailer shall have fixed thereon one plate at the back in a

horizontal position at right angles to its longitudinal axis'

(2) The registration plate of a trailer shall-

(a) bear six optical recognizable characters with prefix "2"
embossed and printed in btack on yellow aluminium reflective

sheet; and

General registration

plates.

Motor cycle

registration plates.

Trailcr registration
plates.
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(b) have the rear plate measuring 250 millimetres by 205

millimetres with an alternate rear plate measuring 520

millimetres by 112 millimetres.

9. The registration plate of a tractor shall-

(a) bear eight optical recognizable characters with prefix "KTC"
embossed and printed in black on white aluminium reflective
sheet;

(b) have the front plate measuring 520 millimetres by 112

millimetres with an alternate front plate measuring 250

millimetres by 205 millimetres; and

(c) have the rear plate measuring 250 millimetres by 205

millimetres with an alternate rear plate measuring 520

millimetres by ll2 millimetres.

10. The registration plate of a heavy machinery vehicle shall-

(a) bear eight optical recognizable characters with prefix
"KHM" embossed and printed in black on white aluminium
reflective sheet;

(b) have the front plate measuring 520 mitlimetres by 112

millimetres with an alternate front plate measuring 250

millimetres by 205 millimetres; and

(c) have the rear plate measuring 250 millimetres by 205

millimetres with an alternate rear plate measuring 520

millimetres by 112 millimetres.

I l. The registration plate of a three-wheeler nrotorcycle shall-

(a) bear eight optical recognizable characters with prefix
"KTW" embossed and printed in black on white aluminium
reflective sheet;

(b) have the front plate measuring 520 millimetres by I 12

millimetres wittr an alternate front plate measuring 250

millimetres by 205 millimetres; and

(c) have the rear plate measuring 250mm by 205mm with an

alternate rear plate measuring 520 millimetres by 112

millimetres.

12. The registration plate for a state corporation vehicle shall

bear the required number ofoptical recognizable characters depending

on the type of motor vehicle embossed and printed in white on blue

aluminium reflective sheet.

13. A garage regishation plate shall-

(a) bear six optical recognizable characters with prefix "KG"
embossed and printed in black on white aluminium reflective
sheet; and

(b) measure 500 millimetres by I l2 millimetres.

fractor registrstion

plates.

Heavy machinery

registration plates.

Three-wheclcr
motorcycle
registration plates.

State corpontion
registration platcs.

Garage registration

plates.
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14. The registration plate of a Government of Kenya vehicle
shall bear seven optical recognizable characters with prefix "GK"
embossed and prir-rted in black on white aluminium reflective sheet for
the front plate and yellow reflective sheet for the rear plate.

15. (l) The registration plate of a diplomatic vehicle shall-
(a) bear eight optical recognizable characters embossed and

printed in white on red reflective aluminium sheet;

(b) comprise of the registration serial code "D000 0004-2"; €

(c) be measured depending on the type of motor vehicle.

(2) The registration plate of an Embassy representational vehicle
and a Consul General vehicle shall bear the registration serial code
"000 CMD" and "000 CG 00" respectively.

16. ( I ) A registration plate of a United Nation vehicle shall -
(a) bear eight optical recognizable characters embossed and

printed in white on red reflective aluminium sheet; and

(b) include the registration serial code "UN 000A-2".
(2) The registration plate of a representational vehicle shall bear

the registration serial code "UNON DG".

(3) The registration plate of a vehicle for the head of United
Nations Environmental Programme and the head of the United Nations
Human Seftlement Programme shall bear the registration serial code
"UN 001" and "UN 002" respectively.

(a) The registration plate of a vehicle for Permanent Missions to
United Nations Environmental Programme and United Nations Human
Settlement Programme shall bear the registration serial code "000 PR
uN 00".

17. The registration plate of an international organization's
vehicle shall bear seven optical recognizable characters with the prefix
..INT".

18. (l) An application for new registration plate shall be made
to the Authority in Form A set out in the First Schedule and shall be
accompanied by the fee specified in the Second Schedule to these
Rules.

(2) An application for preferred registration numbers shall be
made to the Authority in Form A set out in the First Schedule and shall
be accompanied by the fee prescribed in the Second Schedule.

(3) An application for replacement of registration plates shall be
made to the Authority in Form B set out in the First Schedule and shall
be accompanied by the fee prescribed in the Second Schedule.

19. A person who contravenes any of the provision of these
Rules, for which no specific penalty is provided in the Act, shall be
liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding twenty thousand shillings
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or, to both fine
and imprisonrnent.

20. Rule 7(l), 7(2), 7(3), 7(4) and Form I of the Second
Schedule to the Traffic Rules, 1953 are hereby revoked.

Covemment of
Kenya registration
plates.

Diplomatic
regiskation plates.

United Nation
registration plates.

Intemational

orgmizations
registration plates.

Applications, fomn|

and fees. I

General penalty

Revocation of
Tra(Ic Rules,
I 953,
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Fonu A
FIRST SCHEDULE

Town....,

........8 mail.......

or fill boxes where

G.l8 (l))

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLE, MOTOR
CYCLE OR TRAILER

Natlonat Transport i;?r'fi,lfolrfliSlo,rrrrr*

and safetyAuthority :'j;,,,;ffi::1rr"'
Wcbsite: www.ntsa.go.ke

THE TRAFFIC ACT CAp 403, Section 6 (2) rule 5

milt
FORMA

APPLICATION FOR THE REGISTRATION OF MOTOR YEHICLE / MOTOR CYCLE OR TRAILER
APPLICATION

name (Block Capitals)............

ID No. PIN

Address Box..................Code. ...... Mobile Telephone No...

Number............

PARTICULARS OF VEHICLE DATE:

Customs Entry Number

Make....... 4. Body Type.. ...... .... 5. Other Vehicle Description . . .

Year of Manufacture................. ......... 7.Tare Weight

Manufacturers Chassis or frame number

Numberofaxles......... 10. valueofthevehicle(KSh.)...... ll. principal bodycolor....

2. Has the vehicle been previously registered?

If Yes, Country. and Registration MarUnumber

Use:(a)Private..........CarryingCapacity..........(b) Commercial(goods)..............LoadingCapacity..........

( c) Commercial (PSV)........Carrying Capacity...........

Expectednormallocationofvehicle: Road................... Area./Estate..................Town..............,...

County......................

vehicle k cycle

f.,.u F," [r*u
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(r (3)).ffi
THE TRAFFIC ACT

(Cap,403)

APPLICATION FOR REPLACEMENT OF REGISTRATION PLA
PERSONAL DETAILS (Details of the registered owner of the vehicle as per log book)

Name of Applicant:-_
Srrn"rn" First Name Middle Narne

Address: Mobile No:-

Email: _Permanent residence:-

VEHICLE DETAILS,( Details of vehicle in respect of which the personalized number is being made)

Make of vehicle :- _ Model

Year of manufacture:- Chassis Number:-

R.EPLACEMENT OF NUMBER Pt,ATE

Rear Plate (Tick one):- Elongated

Front plate (Tick one) :- Elongated

ffi#,Iil square:-

ffi# square:-

I, being the applicant of the above number plate(s) declare that I am the registered owner of
*'hose details are contained in log-book No

Signature .... .....Date...............

DOCUMENTS TO BE PROVIDED ON APPLICATION.

1. Original and Copy oflog book.
2. For individuals:- Identification card or passport ofapplicant. (should nrutch the name in the log book).
3. For companies:- Original and copy ofcertificate ofcertificate ofincorporation

DOCUMENTS TO BE PROVIDED ON COLLECTION.

l. Old plates or original police abstract in case ofloss.
2. Original identification documents for the registered owner and person authorized to collect plates
3. Letter ofauthority to collect in case ofa company

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

It is certified that the above particulars are identical to those contained in the registration Book (log

No................ ..... issued on................. ....in respectofvehicle:

No ...............

ature.... Date.
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5. Motor Vehicle only:

(i) Method of propulsion (Tick as

(ii) Engine identification number

Type of Number Plate

Rear Plate (Tick One) :- Elongated

Front Plate (Tick one) :- Elongated

Preferred number plates numbers (eg.777,786,110 etc extrs charges

Mark
Number

Number

(iii) Rating
(cubic Centimeters)............CC

Square:l-

Square:-

p"tror lri.r. hi...r ptr,", F-

Iick 3ounter Collection I-ick

declare that the foregoing particular are true and complete Signature.

PREFFIiRED I\,IODE OF DISI,ATCH oF LOGBOOK

DECLARATION

as appropriate)

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY:

Amount to Pay: Regisrration Fee KSh.....

)ostage
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SECOND SCHEDLILE

FEES (r. I 8)

Description of Fee Amount of,Fee

(r$h.)

Fee for an application for or replacement of front and rear motor
vehicle registration plates

3,000

Fee for an application for or replacement of third license 700

Fee for an application for or replacement of a motor cycle or
single registration plate

1,s00

Fee for an application for a preferred registration number 30,000

Made on the lst April,2016.
JAMES MACHARIA,

Cabinet Secretary for Transport and Infrastructure

LEGAL NoTICE No. 63

THE EXPORT PROCESSING ZONES ACT

(Cap. 5t7 )

DecleRauoN oF ExpoRT PRocessrNc Zoun

IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred by section 15 (l) of the
Export Processing Zones Act, the Cabinet Secretary for
Industrialization and Enterprise Development declares the land
specified in the Schedule to be an Export Processing Zone.

SCHEDULE

All that piece of land being title No. Loc. 20/Miraal54l9
measuring approximately 2.855 hectares or thereabouts situated in
Murang'a County.

Dated the 24th March, 2016.
ADAN MOHAMED,

Cabinet Secretary
fo r I n d us t ia lizat to n and Ent erpr i s e D ev e lo pmen l.
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LEGAL NOTICE NO. 64

THE EXPORT PROCESSING ZONES ACT

(Cap.5l7 )

REvocATIoN oF DECLARATIoN

IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred by section 15 (2) of the

Export Processing Zones Act, the Cabinet Secretary for
Industrialization and Enterprise Development revokes the declaration

of an export processing zone made il respect of all that parcel of land

being tiile No. Loc. 
-2OlMiial1562, 

measurig approximately 2.05

hectares or thereabouts situated in Murang'a County.

Dated the 24th March,20l6'
ADAN MOHAMED,

Cabinet SecretarY

Jor Indus trializat ion and Ent erpris e D eve lopment.

LEGAL NOTICE NO. 65

THE COMPETITION ACT

(No. t2 of20r0)

ExCLUSION

Dated the 5th April,2015
WANG'OMBE KARIUKI,

Director-General'

TI]E PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF TI]E ENTIRE
SHAREHOLDING OF LIMA MANAGEMENT SERVICES

LIMITED BY PANAFzuCAN EQUIPMENT (KE]'IYA) LIMITED

IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred by section 42(l) of the

Competition Act, 2010; the Competition Authority of Kenya e,rcludes

the proposed acquisition of the entire shareholding of Lima

Management Services Liurited by Panafrican Equipment (Kenya)

Limited from Part IV of the Act due to the following reasons-

(a) the merger will not affect competition negatively;

(b) the turnover of Panafrican Equipment (Kenya) Limited Jor

the period ending December 2014, was KES 641,998,000
wheieas that of Lima Management Services Limited for the

period ending June 2014, was I(ES 18,500,000; and

(c) the combined tumover of KES 660,498,000 is below the

required merger threshold for mandatory notification as

contained in the Merger Threshold Guidelines'
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Lpcer- Norrce No. 66

THE COMPETITION ACT

(No. 12 of20l0)

EXCLUSIoN

PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF THE ENTIRE SHAREHOLDING
OF FARM MACHINERY DISTzuBUTORS (EAST AFzuCA)

LIMITED B Y PANAFRICAN EQUIPMENT (KENYA) LIMITED.

IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred by section 42(l) of the
Competition Act,20l0, the Competition Authority of Kenya excludes

lhe proposed acquisition of the entire shareholding of Farm Machinery
Djshibutors (East Africa) Limited by panafrican Equipment (Kenya)
Limited from Part IV of the Act due to the following ieisons-' -

(a) the merger is not likely to negatively affect competition;

(b) the turnover of Panafrican Equipment (Kenya) Limited for
the period ending December 2014, was KES 641,999,000
whereas Farm Machinery Distributors (East Africa) Limited
had no turnover; and

(c) the turnover of KES 641,998,000 is below the required
merger threshold for mandatory notification as contained in
the Merger Threshold Guidelines.

Dated the 5th April,20l5.
WANG'OMBE KAzuUKI,

Director-General.

LEGAL NoTICE No, 67

THE COMPETITIONACT

(No. 12 of2010)

ExcLUsIoN

THE PROPOSED MERGER BETWEEN CCI GLOBAL
(MAUzuTIUS) LIMITED AND DIRECT CHANNEL SIMBATECH

6EI.IYA) LIMITED

IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred by section 42(l) of the
Competition Act, 2010, the Competition Authority of Kenya excludes
the proposed merger befween ccl Global (Mauritius) iimited and
Direct channel Simbatech (Kenya) Limited from part IV of the Act
due to the following

(a) the merger will not affect competition negatively;

(b) the acquiring undertaking does not conduct any business in
Kenya and therefore does not have any turnover or assets in
Kenya and the turnover of the target undertaking for the
preceding year,20l5, was KES 109,359,632;and
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(c) the tumover of KES 109,359,632 is below the merger
threshold -r,equired for mandatory notification as provided in
the Merger Threshold Guidelines.

Dated the 5th April,20l5
WANG'OMBE KAzuUKI,

Dtrector-General.

LEcALNoucBNo.68

THE COMPETITION ACT

(No. 12 of20l0)

ExCLUSIoN

THE PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF THE BRANDS OF
SUZIEBEAUTY LIMITED BY FLAMES TREE AFRICA LIMITED

IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred by section 42 (l) of the

Competition Act, 2010, the Competition Authority of Kenya excludes
the proposed acquisition of the brands of Suziebeauty Lirnited by
Flame Tree Africa Limited from Part IV of the Act due to the
following reasons-

(a) the merger will not affect competition negatively;

(b) the acquirer's hrntover for the preceding year ending 3lst
December, 2014, was KES 838,869,498 while the target's
was KES 17,393,648; and

(c) the combined turnover of KES 856, 268, 146 is below the
merger threshold for mandatoly notification as contained in

the Merger Threshold Guidelines.

Dated the 5th April,20l5.
WANG'OMBE KAR]UKI,

Director-General.

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY THE GOVERNMENT PRINTER' NAIROBI
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Address
Nairobi

000
2243694

csenate@parliament. go. ke

Clerk's Chambers

Nairobi, Kenya
P. O. Box 41842

P.8[R.I,IAIV[ENTT
OTFICE OT THE CI,ERK OT THE SENATE

,020-2848
The Senate
Parliament

F r00

9..A S_ /..q E IV./. A _o_B R /. ?.a 1.0 / 2 4*
Irungu Nyakera,
cipal Secretary,

inistry of Transport and Infrastructures,
'anscom House,
O. Box 52592-OO1OO,

Date : 2.6.\\.M.qy,-?9.!0 .

,;Y,

acknowledge with thanks receipt of your letter Ref. No. MOT&I/C/RDT/ 01
L.V(B) dated 25tt May, 2016 regarding the above subject matter

s is to inform you that the Traffic (Registration Plates) Rules,2016 will be
d before the Senate and thereafter referred to the Sessional Committee on

Legislation for its consideration and further action

s. Caroline Kirorei (Tel. No. 07174889i7) is the Clerk to the Committee is e

fficer responsible for facilitating this matter

{ut1 zours

. M. NYEGENYE,
OF SENATE/SECRETARY,

Y SERVICE COMMISSION

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM ON THE TRAFFIC (REGISTRATION
PLATES) RULES. 2016

-I


